
After the children of Israel were freed from Egyptian 
bondage and delivered from Pharaoh's army, they 
began their journey toward Mt. Sinai. In the 
wilderness God provided food, water and 
protection. When they arrived at Sinai, they 
received the law that would govern them as a nation 
and the pattern for the tabernacle regulating their 
worship. After being numbered and organized, they 
were not ready to enter the land of promise.



“…for every one that 
went to be numbered, 
from twenty years old 
and upward, for six 
hundred thousand 
and three thousand 
and five hundred and 
fifty men” (Ex. 38: 
26).

Numbers 33: 1-50



The actual distance between Mount 
Horeb (beginning of their journey) 
and Kadesh (end of journey) was 
approximately only 165 miles. At 
fifteen miles per day, the journey 
would have taken only eleven days. 
(See Deut. 1: 1-3.)

Sin and rebellion to God's 
commandments turned an eleven 
day journey into "40" years (Num. 
14: 22-24). God took "40" years 
instead of eleven days to see that 
the original rebels did not enter the 
Promised Land (Num. 14: 23, 24).

Numbers 33: 1-50



It was agreed to search the land (Deut. 1: 20-23).  
After forty days, the spies returned and admitted 
Canaan was a wonderful land, but they expressed 
doubt whether or not they could conquer these 
strong people. Two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, 
objected and said, "we are well able" to take the 
land. However, the majority prevailed and Israel 
wandered in the wilderness another 38 years while 
an entire generation died.



Many of the events recorded in 
the Hebrew scriptures are 
meant to teach by example (I 
Cor. 10: 11).  The question is 
what can we learn from the 
twelve spies that can help us 
live and think right today?



The outlook of the ten spies was not very 
bright. The inspired writer called it "an 
evil report" (Num. 13: 32).

Caleb and Joshua saw the possibilities 
instead of the problems, God instead of 
giants, and victory instead of defeat. God 
said Caleb "had a different spirit" (Num. 
14: 24).



They said, "We are not able" (Num. 
13: 31). Doubt caused them to 
question their ability to take the land 
and their God who was leading 
them.



“We were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers,” said they, “and so we 
were in their sight” (Num. 13: 33).



Joshua indicates that ten of the 
spies were afraid (Num. 14: 9). Fear
naturally follows doubt and self-
depreciation (cp. Matt. 25: 25).



When people become negative, they 
turn to criticizing others who want to 
move forward. The whole congregation 
was influenced by these terrible ten to 
murmur against God's leaders, Moses 
and Aaron (Num. 14: 1,2).



The preceding attitudes contributed to 
the spirit of rebellion against God. They 
said, "Let us make a captain and return 
to Egypt" (14: 4, 9).



Implied ingratitude is also a spirit that 
was not thankful for their blessings. They 
failed to appreciate all that God had 
done for them in the two years after 
leaving Egypt (Num. 14: 2).



“2: And all the children of 
Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron: 
and the whole congregation 
said unto them, Would God 
that we had died in the land of 
Egypt!  or would God we had 
died in this wilderness!” 
(Num. 14, cp. Phili. 2: 14.)



All of these negative traits can be 
summed up in one word -- unbelief. The 
writer of Heb. 3:18,19 says that un-
belief kept them from entering Canaan.



These two men were "different." They 
had a different disposition, a different 
focus on life, and a different attitude 
toward God and His work.



They said, "We are well able to 
overcome" (Num. 13: 30). They believed 
in themselves, in their fellow Israelites 
and of most importance, in their God.



Concerning the Canaanites Joshua said,
"The people are bread for us: their 
defense is departed from them, and the 
Lord is with us" (Num.14: 9).



Joshua said, "Fear them not" (Num.14: 
9). He was not afraid of the giants, the 
walled cities or the strength of the
people.



Caleb said, "Let us go up at once, and 
possess it" (Num.13: 30). Positive 
people say, "Let's go and do it now!"



They understood the land was a gift from
God, a blessing due to His delight in 
them (14:7,8). True appreciation for 
one's blessings will lead to action and 
obedience.



Today, as we face the giant 
problems of sin, suffering or 
sickness in our personal lives 
or the apathy, indifference 
and cowardice in the lives of 
our brethren, we need the 
positive traits of faith, 
confidence, and courage, 
coupled with action and an 
appreciation of God's 
blessings to lead us on to 
victory.



Out of the original multiplied thousands, only 
Caleb and Joshua, entered Canaan. Jesus 
said only a "few“ will enter and walk the strait 
and narrow way leading to life, while many 
will walk the broad way leading to destruction 
(Matt. 7:13,14). Will you and I decide to 
develop the disposition like God's two heroes 
of old?
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