
What Faith Leads
Us to God s'

Righteousness?
(I)

What Faith Leads
Us to God s'

Righteousness?
(I)

The New Life Mission

TABLE of CONTENTS

BEGIN READING

USER GUIDE

http://www.bjnewlife.org


◄        CONTENTS        ► 

 

 

 

www.nlmafghanistan.com
www.nlmafrikaans.com
www.nlmalbania.com
www.nlmamharic.com
www.nlmangola.com
www.nlmarabemirates.com
www.nlmarabic.com
www.nlmargentina.com
www.nlmarmenia.com
www.nlmaruba.com
www.nlmaustralia.com
www.nlmaustria.com
www.nlmbahamas.com
www.nlmbahrain.com
www.nlmbangladesh.com
www.nlmbelarus.com
www.nlmbelgium.com
www.nlmbengali.com
www.nlmbenin.com
www.nlmbhutan.com
www.nlmbolivia.com

www.nlmbotswana.com
www.nlmbrasil.com
www.nlmbriton.com
www.nlmbrunei.com
www.nlmbulgalia.com
www.nlmburkinafaso.com
www.nlmburundi.com
www.nlmcameroon.com
www.nlmcanada.com
www.nlmcebuano.com
www.nlmchichewa.com
www.nlmchile.com
www.nlmchin.com
www.nlmchina.com
www.nlmcolombia.com
www.nlmcongo.com
www.nlmcostarica.com
www.nlmcotedivoire.com
www.nlmcroatia.com
www.nlmczech.com
www.nlmdenmark.com

www.nlmdioula.com
www.nlmdominica.com
www.nlmdutch.com
www.nlmecuador.com
www.nlmegypt.com
www.nlmelsalvador.com
www.nlmequatorialguinea.com
www.nlmethiopia.com
www.nlmfinland.com
www.nlmfrance.com
www.nlmfrench.com
www.nlmgabon.com
www.nlmgeorgian.com
www.nlmgerman.com
www.nlmgermany.com
www.nlmghana.com
www.nlmgreek.com
www.nlmgrenada.com
www.nlmguatemala.com

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Please find your vernacular websites below.

You can download Christian e-books and request Christian books for free.

Feel free to visit our websites below right now!

Please find your vernacular websites below.

You can download Christian e-books and request Christian books for free.

Feel free to visit our websites below right now!

Please find your vernacular websites below.

You can download Christian e-books and request Christian books for free.

Feel free to visit our websites below right now!

The Official Website of The New Life Mission

www.nlmission.comwww.nlmission.com
or

www.bjnewlife.orgwww.bjnewlife.org
W

The New Life Mission

orldwide websites of

� Some of these websites may not work because they are still under construction.

http://www.bjnewlife.org
http://www.bjnewlife.org


◄        CONTENTS        ► 

 

 

 

www.nlmgujarati.com
www.nlmhaiti.com
www.nlmhindi.com
www.nlmholland.com
www.nlmhonduras.com
www.nlmhungary.com
www.nlm-india.com
www.nlmindonesia.com
www.nlmiran.com
www.nlmiraq.com
www.nlmisrael.com
www.nlmitaly.com
www.nlmjamaica.com
www.nlmjapan.com
www.nlmjavanese.com
www.nlmkannada.com
www.nlmkazakhstan.com
www.nlmkenya.com
www.nlmkhmer.com
www.nlmkirghiz.com
www.nlmkirundi.com
www.nlmkorea.com
www.nlmlatvia.com
www.nlmluganda.com
www.nlmluo.com
www.nlmmadi.com
www.nlmmalagasy.com
www.nlmmalayalam.com
www.nlmmalaysia.com
www.nlmmarathi.com

www.nlmmauritius.com
www.nlmmexico.com
www.nlmmindat.com
www.nlmmizo.com
www.nlmmoldova.com
www.nlmmongolia.com
www.nlmmyanmar.com
www.nlmnepal.com
www.nlmnewzealand.com
www.nlmnigeria.com
www.nlmnorthkorea.com
www.nlmnorway.com
www.nlmpakistan.com
www.nlmpanama.com
www.nlmperu.com
www.nlmphilippines.com
www.nlmpoland.com
www.nlmportugal.com
www.nlmportuguese.com
www.nlmprcongo.com
www.nlmqatar.com
www.nlmromania.com
www.nlmrussia.com
www.nlmsaudiarabia.com
www.nlmserbian.com
www.nlmshona.com
www.nlmsingapore.com
www.nlmslovakia.com
www.nlmslovene.com
www.nlmsolomon.com

www.nlmsouthafrica.com
www.nlmspain.com
www.nlmspanish.com
www.nlmsrilanka.com
www.nlmsuriname.com
www.nlmswahili.com
www.nlmswaziland.com
www.nlmsweden.com
www.nlmswiss.com
www.nlmtagalog.com
www.nlmtaiwan.com
www.nlmtamil.com
www.nlmtanzania.com
www.nlmtelugu.com
www.nlmthailand.com
www.nlmtogo.com
www.nlmtonga.com
www.nlmturkey.com
www.nlmuganda.com
www.nlmukraine.com
www.nlmurdu.com
www.nlmusa.com
www.nlmvenezuela.com
www.nlmvietnam.com
www.nlmzambia.com
www.nlmzimbabwe.com
www.nlmzou.com

H

J

K

L

M

N

P

Q

R

S

�

U

V

Z

I

W The New Life Missionorldwide websites of



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even if it’s a late proposal! 
 
A great philosopher, Immanuel Kant, remained single throughout his life. It was 

certainly not because he disliked women, since he had once loved a woman. However, 

Kant wanted to get married only after he could rationally understand his feelings about 

love. 

‘What is this love that captures me?’ He would always be absorbed in such thoughts. 

No matter how long he pondered, he was not able to find a clear philosophical answer. 

Many years passed by and at last, Kant came to have an affirmative understanding 

about love. So, he visited the house of the woman he loved in anticipation for her 

consent. But, contrary to his expectations, he was told ridiculously by the woman’s 

father; “Man, don’t you think it’s too late for you to propose to my daughter? She has 

already gotten married to someone else after waiting for several years. It’s too late 

now.”Unfortunately, Kant lost his only opportunity and there was no use repenting later. 

Fortunately, though it may seem a little bit late for today’s Christians, there are still 

opportunities for them to be saved from their sins by believing in God’s righteousness. 

Shouldn’t every Christian be concerned about getting saved from his/her own sins? One 

should never religiously believe in God.  

Therefore, I came to bear witness and introduce you to the words of the water and 

the Spirit, containing God’s righteousness. Do you know what God’s righteousness is? I 

hope that you will have a clear faith in His righteousness after you know what the faith 

in God’s righteousness really means through this book. 
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Preface 
 
 

If the Doctrine of Justification or the Doctrine 

of Sanctification that prevails in Christianity 

nowadays were really true, a lot of people 

throughout the world would have already been 

saved from their sins. However, the reality of it is 

that this is not the case and as a result, no one has 

been able to obtain deliverance from all his or 

her sins through the doctrines. 

To witness this reality is truly tantalizing. 

Even though people are able to be saved from all 

their sins by simply believing in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit written in the Bible, they are 

neither willing to hear nor to believe in this truth, 

therefore they are on the verge of destruction not 

knowing God’s free gift contained in this truth. It 

becomes clear that the reason for this 

phenomenon is due to the preachers, clergymen, 
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and leaders of today’s Christianity. 

God tells us to get rid of the false prophets. It 

is deplorable to see that though it is certainly true 

that there are too many false prophets nowadays, 

most Christians do not perceive the prophets’ 

false teachings as something false. However, 

regardless of whom God raises and uses, He 

raises the servants of the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit and they shout it out. How many 

people in this world indeed are willing to listen 

to those who shout out the gospel of the water 

and the Holy Spirit, which God acknowledges? 

The time has now arrived and God has 

revealed the truth of the water and the Spirit to 

the thirsty spirits all over the world through His 

servants who are bearing witness to it. I hope that 

you will be able to rebuild your faith, which has 

been ruined by the false teachers, by believing in 

the true gospel after rooting out and throwing 

down the false doctrines in Christianity today. 

We should be very thankful that there are true 

servants of God during these last days. 

Those who possess the righteousness of God 

are now shouting out the truth of the water and 

the Holy Spirit. This truth will be spread to every 

part of this world, where it has not reached until 

now. “For there is nothing hidden which will not 

be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret 

but that it should come to light” (Mark 4:22). 

The gospel of the water and the Spirit, together 

with God’s righteousness, will bear witness to 

the only truth that allows all the people in this 

world to receive the remission of sin.  

Therefore, even though every believer in 

God’s righteousness receive salvation from the 

judgment and punishment of sin, those who don’t 

believe in it will receive the fatal condemnation of 

eternal death, which God sends down to sinners. 

The time has arrived for you to decide whether 

you will believe in the false doctrines on 
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justification or sanctification instead of believing 

in God’s righteousness, which lies inside the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. It is totally up 

to you whether you believe in this truth or not.  

However, it is you who will be bound to the 

results of the decision. You should not forget that 

God gave you His righteousness as a gift 

together with the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. It is not too late for you to believe in the 

true righteousness of God. Only then will you be 

able to obtain the eternal righteousness inside 

God and live happily for an eternity. 

In Romans, God’s righteousness is thought of 

as most important and is preciously born witness 

to. Therefore, we should learn about God’s 

righteousness through Romans since the gospel 

containing God’s righteousness brings this 

righteousness to us. 

Now is the time for Christianity to discard the 

false gospel, which does not contain God’s 

righteousness, and return to His righteousness. In 

order to do so, we need to learn what God’s 

righteousness really is and recover the true faith. 

The time has arrived for us to know about God’s 

righteousness through Romans. 

Luther, one of the greatest religious reformers, 

was in need of God’s righteousness. He realized 

that one could not wash away one’s sins through 

virtuous deeds regardless of whether one believed 

in God’s righteousness or not. God’s righteousness, 

which is talked about in the Bible, is not so called 

‘the righteousness acquired by faith’ that can be 

obtained by a doctrinal and incomplete faith and 

most Christians are supporting. 

People are trying to build up the moral 

righteousness of human deeds in a state in which 

they have not truly realized what God’s 

righteousness really is. Therefore, innumerable 

Christians have fallen into an ethical faith of 

Christianity. In fact, we can nowadays often 
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witness that Christians compete with one another 

while trying to show off their own virtuous deeds. 

Though there are many who say that they have 

obtained the remission of their sins by believing 

in Jesus, there are rarely those who truly know 

the righteousness of God and believe in it. Many 

people believe in the Doctrine of Justification or 

the Doctrine of Sanctification, which are the 

pivotal doctrines in today’s Christianity, and have 

fallen into ‘self-conceit’ of their faith while not 

knowing God’s righteousness. They brag about 

themselves with their absurd and false faiths 

saying, “I will go to Heaven even though I have 

sin, because I believe in Jesus!” Can one truly go 

to Heaven when he/she possesses sin just 

because he/she believes in Jesus somehow?  

Reconsider this question with your conscience. 

It is arrogant for one to believe that one can go to 

Heaven even though one has sin by believing in 

Jesus somehow. This is a self-justified faith that 

has sprung out from religion. We should discard 

the false faith that says that one can go to Heaven 

even when there is sin by only believing in Jesus. 

Isn’t God holy? Does God acknowledge one just 

because he/she believes in the Doctrine of 

Justification that says that he/she has received 

salvation from his/her own sins even though 

he/she has sin in his/her heart? Can one obtain 

the righteousness of the true God by believing in 

forged doctrines on justification or 

sanctification? Certainly not. 

How could a person say that he/she is sinless 

though there is evidently sin inside his/her heart? 

Without knowing and believing in the 

righteousness of God written in His words, one 

cannot say that he/she is actually sinless in 

his/her conscience. The reason some people can 

say recklessly that they are able to go to Heaven 

is because they believe in the forged doctrines on 

justification or sanctification that prevail in 
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today’s Christianity. Did your sins really 

disappear when you relied on these kinds of 

doctrines? Is it possible? Only one who discovers 

and believes in God’s righteousness by believing 

in the words of the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit can say that he/she surely is sinless. 

However, one who has faith in the Doctrine of 

Justification, which is one of the principal 

Christian doctrines, believes that he/she is sinless 

only due to the reason that he/she believes in 

Jesus somehow, though in truth he/she has sin. 

You should know that the faiths of these kinds of 

people are faiths that are just like the tower of 

Babel, built by a human plot against God’s word. 

It is not hard to realize that it is impossible for 

one to escape from all sins by doctrinal faith. The 

Lord Jesus revealed God’s righteousness through 

the baptism He received from John, His blood on 

the Cross, and His resurrection. He gave it to all 

those who believe in Him. Therefore, Paul said 

clearly that in the gospel God’s righteousness is 

revealed from faith to faith (Romans 1:17). 

There are many Christian leaders who are 

outstanding in their ethical and moral standards. 

However, they teach their followers to pursue the 

human righteousness inside Christianity stirring 

up the human ethics and morals of Christians. 

They don’t even have the slightest idea about the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit containing 

God’s righteousness.  

Therefore, they can’t teach their followers 

about the righteousness of God. This is the 

reason why the true gospel in which God’s 

righteousness is revealed cannot be found inside 

the doctrines and teachings of Christianity 

nowadays. Christianity has not spread God’s 

righteousness, which is revealed inside the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit and is 

considered the most important by God, until now. 

Therefore, no one is able to soundly encounter 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

15   Preface 

 

God’s righteousness with Christian doctrines. 

 

Then where can God’s righteousness be 

found? It is revealed where one can obtain 

salvation from all sin by discovering and 

believing in God’s righteousness inside the 

baptism Jesus received and His blood on the 

Cross. The Bible explains God’s righteousness 

through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

The faith believing in the baptism Jesus Christ 

received from John the Baptist, His bloodshed on 

the Cross, and the resurrection leads us to know 

about God’s righteousness.  

If we wish to own the righteousness of God, 

we should believe in the words of the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. God’s righteousness is 

abundantly revealed inside the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit God has given. Therefore, anyone 

who makes up his/her mind to believe in God’s 

righteousness can find and believe in it right now. 

What I want to tell you brethren is that one 

cannot know about God’s righteousness by a 

doctrinal faith that still prevails inside 

Christianity. I tell you that this is only possible 

by believing in the words of the water and the 

Holy Spirit, which contains God’s righteousness. 

However, most believers and theologians of 

today’s Christianity do not even wish to know 

about God’s righteousness. Rather, they are not 

able to know it. The reality is that they fear that 

the doctrinal faiths they had until now would be 

deteriorated.  

However, God’s righteousness only can 

actually bring the remission of sin to all sinners. 

The reason these people are not able to accept the 

words containing God’s righteousness is that 

they have been fed with ethical and moral 

teachings until now. Satan has turned the 

attention of people elsewhere so that they would 

not know about the righteousness God has given 
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to them. 

What Christian believers need at this time is 

not the ethical righteousness of religion, but to 

have faith in God’s righteousness. Presently, 

most people who say that they believe in Jesus as 

their Savior have not been able to equip 

themselves with the faith in God’s righteousness 

and are therefore on the verge of spiritual death. 

Therefore, today’s Christian believers should be 

clothed with God’s righteousness in their hearts.  

This righteousness of God can only be 

obtained when our souls believe in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. In order to do that, we 

need to first discard the doctrinal faiths based on 

human logic and the false teachings on salvation. 

Moreover, we should be most concerned with the 

salvation of our own souls. One can get clothed 

with God’s righteousness only after one’s soul 

has obtained eternal redemption from all the sins 

of his/her whole life. 

Right now, Christianity has departed itself 

from God and is running on a carriage of 

theoretical doctrines toward complete darkness. 

The doctrinal faiths that theologians have forged 

gave birth to human-centered religious faiths. 

Now, Christianity might at this moment seem to 

have obtained great success based on worldly 

standards, but we see that there isn’t the slightest 

bit of God’s righteousness inside it. Rather we 

can find only human righteousness inside 

Christianity, and it is human righteousness that 

blocks God’s blessings.  

Right now, most Christian souls are about to 

go to hell after death due to their spiritual 

starvation and sins. They should realize and 

believe that only the abundance of God’s 

righteousness can save them from hell. Therefore, 

we should deliver the abundant truth of God’s 

righteousness to all the sinners who still do not 

know about it.  
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Now we will learn and come to know what 

God’s righteousness is. If we don’t believe in His 

righteousness, even though we know about it, we 

will receive eternal destruction, but we will 

surely enjoy the spiritual blessings of Heaven if 

we do believe in it. 

Christianity today has degraded itself into a 

worldly religion due to the Doctrine of 

Justification and the Doctrine of Sanctification. 

This religion is like ‘the great harlot’ in the Bible. 

The Doctrine of Justification and the Doctrine of 

Sanctification that theologians have invented 

inside Christianity are causing a favorable 

reaction among people, though they are nothing 

more than the religious doctrines that have been 

concocted by human thought. There is not a 

single person whose sins were perfectly 

eliminated by believing in these doctrines!  

The Doctrine of Sanctification is the same as 

the doctrine that worldly religions teach on 

virtuous deeds. It is impossible to obtain the 

righteousness of God, which is talked about in 

the Bible, with these kinds of doctrinal faiths. 

Most Christians regard the doctrinal 

righteousness in the same light with God’s 

righteousness, and that is a false teaching from 

Satan. One who blocks people from believing in 

God’s righteousness will remain as a great enemy 

to God. Therefore, God can’t allow people to 

obtain His righteousness inside worldly religions 

because it has only been allowed by the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. 

All of those who eagerly long for God’s 

righteousness! I hope you will obtain the 

remission of sin and eternal life by believing that 

Jesus Christ came to this world, took over your 

sins by the baptism He received from John, died 

on the Cross, and resurrected on the third day. 

God’s righteousness will bring eternal life and 

the blessing of becoming God’s children to all 
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those who believe in His righteousness. God’s 

righteousness is different from the human 

righteousness that can be obtained by keeping the 

law. God’s righteousness allows the eternal 

remission of sin to all sinners at once.  

Nothing in heaven or on earth can separate 

those who possess the faith in God’s 

righteousness from God’s love that is revealed 

inside Jesus Christ. The faith in God’s 

righteousness is true and should be appreciated 

inside Christianity. God’s righteousness can be 

obtained only by believing in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit. 

Paul asserted that even the Israelites would 

receive salvation from sin in the last days by 

believing in God’s righteousness. He believed 

that since God did not break the promise that He 

would save the Israelites from sin, God would 

work in the last days and save them from sin. 

God always works consistently according to His 

will. He wants to save all humankind. There is no 

one from any historical time period who has been 

left out from the blessing that can be obtained by 

believing in God’s righteousness, just because 

he/she was not a Jew. 

It is really unfortunate that there are people 

who reject the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

without knowing that God’s love and His 

righteousness are hidden inside it. We should 

remember and keep in our hearts the fact that 

there is only human righteousness remaining for 

those who say that they believe in Jesus without 

knowing the abundance of God’s righteousness. 

The salvation from sin God has given to mankind 

can only be acquired by believing in the 

righteousness of God.  

In conclusion, a person gets saved from sin 

not by his/her own efforts, but by believing in the 

abundance of God’s righteousness that is 

revealed inside the gospel of the water and the 
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Spirit. God did not abandon the Jews or leave out 

the Gentiles from the blessing of being clothed 

with His righteousness. God allowed His 

righteousness, which can be obtained by the faith 

in Jesus’ baptism and His blood of the Cross, to 

be given to both the Israelites and the Gentiles. 

 

Iniquities are prevailing in the present 

generation we live in. Therefore, we can only 

receive the remission of sin by believing in 

God’s righteousness right now. Paul the Apostle 

said, “In it (the gospel of Christ) the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith” (Romans 1:17). Now is the time we all 

should believe in the abundance of God’s 

righteousness. We should all obtain the 

abundance of His righteousness that He has 

given to all humanity by believing in the words 

of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. God 

blessed us so that we could praise Him for 

eternity by believing in His righteousness, which 

never changes. 

 

I am sure that this book will be “the bunker-

buster” to Christianity’s false teachers and their 

followers in today’s world. They are the 

perpetrators of Satan who have made deep caves 

of Christian doctrines and dwelt in them. They 

are so well adapted to the dark caves of Satan 

that they are unable to see God’s life-giving light, 

unless the bunkers were to be blown out. When 

these sinners lose their old habitats through this 

“bunker-buster,” they will be blessed abundantly 

with the righteousness of God. 

 

Let us give thanks and praise to the Holy 

Triune God ─ God the Father, Jesus Christ the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit who has saved us from 

all the sins in this world through His 

righteousness. � 
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The Epistle of the Apostle 

Paul to the Romans  
 

 

< Romans 1:1-7 >  

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called 

to be an Apostle, separated to the gospel of 

God which He promised before through His 

prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning 

His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born 

of the seed of David according to the flesh, 

and declared to be the Son of God with power 

according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead. Through Him we 

have received grace and Apostleship for 

obedience to the faith among all nations for 

His name, among whom you also are the 

called of Jesus Christ: To all who are in Rome, 

beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

  

 

We have just started to look into Romans, 

which can be referred to as the treasure of the 

Bible. ‘The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the 

Romans’ mainly deals with how one can obtain 

God’s righteousness by believing in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. The main passages 

above talk about how we can obtain the remission 

of all sins by believing in God’s righteousness. 

Comparing Romans to the Epistle of James, 

someone defined the former as ‘the word of 

treasures’ and the latter as ‘the words of straw.’ 

However, James is the word of God just as 

Romans is. The only difference is that Romans is 

precious because it provides a general overview 

of the Bible, whereas James is precious for it is the 

word that makes the righteous live by God’s will. 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

22   The Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Romans 

 

Who is the man, Paul? 
 

Today, we have read Romans 1:1-7. Verse 1 talks 

about the question ‘Who is Paul?’ He was a Jew 

who met the resurrected Lord on the road to 

Damascus, and who was a chosen vessel of the 

Lord (Acts 9:15) to spread the gospel to the 

Gentiles. 

 

 

Paul spread the true gospel based on 

the sacrificial system and the 

prophecies of the Old Testament 
 

In verse 2, Paul the Apostle was spreading the 

gospel based on the words of the Old Testament. 

He defined “the gospel of God” as “which He 

promised before through His prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures.” Through this verse, we can see that 

Paul the Apostle preached the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit based on the sacrificial system in 

the Old Testament. Moreover, verse 2 indicates 

that Paul was chosen to do the work of the gospel.  

The phrase ‘through His prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures’ implies God’s promises to send Jesus 

Christ, who appears in the sacrificial system or 

the prophecies in the Old Testament. All of the 

prophets of the Old Testament, including Moses, 

Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Daniel, bore 

witness to the fact that Jesus Christ would come 

into this world and die on the Cross after taking 

over the sins of the world. 

What is the gospel that Paul the Apostle 

delivered like? He preached the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit that spoke about the Son of 

God, Jesus Christ.  

Some people say that the words of the Old 

Testament have already ended, and others insist 

on the same point, providing the words of 
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Matthew 11:11 as evidence. Some Evangelists 

even ignore the entire part of the Old Testament. 

However, God made a promise to us through 

the Old Testament and He has fulfilled this 

promise through Jesus Christ in the New 

Testament. Therefore, in the world of faith, the 

New Testament cannot exist without the Old 

Testament, and in the same way, the words of the 

Old Testament cannot be fulfilled without the 

words of the New Testament. 

 

Paul the Apostle was chosen for God’s gospel. 

Well then, the question is, “What kind of gospel 

did he preach?” He preached the fact that Jesus 

Christ came to this world and saved us from all 

our sins through the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit, based on the Old Testament. Therefore, 

whenever we are preaching the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, we should do so based on 

the prophecies and the sacrificial system of the 

Old Testament. Only then will people come to 

believe that the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

is the truth, and that the New Testament is the 

fulfillment of the words of promise of the Old 

Testament. 

 

From the beginning of the New Testament, we 

can find that an emphasis was put on the baptism 

Jesus received from John and His blood on the 

Cross. While in the kernel of the Old Testament, 

there was the sacrificial system, which was the 

redeeming way for a sinner. He/she had to pass 

over his/her sin by laying his/her hands on the 

head of a sin offering and making it bleed to 

death in order to be forgiven for the sin. 

Then, if there were the laying on of hands and 

the blood of the sacrificial animals for the 

remission of sin in the Old Testament, what was 

there in the New Testament? There was the 

baptism Jesus received and His blood on the 
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Cross. Moreover, the High Priest mentioned in 

the Old Testament (Leviticus 16:21) was 

equivalent to John the Baptist in the New 

Testament. 

Verses 3 and 4 talk about the question, “What 

kind of a Person was Jesus?” The verses explain 

His generic character. Jesus Christ was 

physically born of David’s family and by the 

Spirit of holiness, he was recognized as the Son 

of God by His power of resurrection from the 

dead. Therefore, He became the Savior by giving 

the water and the blood to those who believed in 

Him. Jesus Christ became the God of salvation, 

the King of kings, and eternal High Priest of 

Heaven to those who believed. 

 

In some Christian theologies, the divinity of 

Jesus has been denied. These theologies say, “He 

was just an outstanding youth.” Moreover, 

according to the New Theology, “There is 

salvation in all religions.” Therefore, in liberal 

seminaries, people insist that they have to accept 

exorcism, Buddhism, Catholicism and all the 

other religions in this world. This so-called 

Liberal Theology or the New Theology says that 

everything should be paid respect to, and 

therefore, all humans have to unite and become 

‘one’. 

However, it was clearly said in the Bible that 

in the beginning, God created the heavens and 

the earth. Then, who’s this God? It is Jesus Christ. 

The name ‘Christ’ means having been anointed 

with oil. In the Old Testament, a king or a 

prophet was anointed on their heads from the 

High Priest. Therefore, Jesus is referred to as the 

King of kings. A person who denies Jesus as God 

is not a believer in God.  

Nowadays, the faiths of the people throughout 

the world are turning back to the Ecumenicalism 

based on religious pluralism. They praise and 
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give worship while combining all kinds of 

elements from heathenish religions such as 

Buddhism and Confucianism. At certain times, 

the congregation worships a Buddhist way, and at 

other times they do it in a Christian way. Well, 

there may be a delicious fusion of food. However, 

when it comes to faith, the purer the better. 

Therefore, the answer to the question in verses 

3 and 4, ‘Who is Jesus?’ is that He is the one who 

has been acknowledged as the Son of God by His 

power of resurrection from the dead. Christ 

became the Lord and Savior to us. 

Verses 5 and 6 talk about how Paul became an 

Apostle through God. He became a witness to 

preach the gospel to the Gentiles so that they 

could receive salvation by believing in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 

What kind of authority did Paul the 

Apostle have? 
 

As it is written in verse 7, Paul the Apostle 

had the authority to bless believers in Jesus by 

God’s name. The authority of an Apostle means 

the spiritual power of being able to bless all the 

people by the name of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, Paul could say, “Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  

Here, I would like to think a little bit more 

about this benediction. It seemed that Paul the 

Apostle had the authority to make benedictions 

for people, and whenever we end worship 

services on Sundays, we close up with 

benedictions. “God wishes to give out this kind 

of blessing to the saints.” The original words of 

blessing are as follows. 

Let’s start with Numbers 6:22. “And the Lord 
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spoke to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to Aaron and his 

sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the 

children of Israel. Say to them: The Lord bless 

you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift 

up His countenance upon you, and give you 

peace.’’” 

Aaron the High Priest and his sons were told, 

“This is the way you shall bless the children of 

Israel.” If they would bless the Israelites in this 

way, God would actually bless them as said in 

the Scripture. When we take a look at all the 

Pauline Epistles, we can see that he often said, 

“The grace of our Lord be with you.” This 

indicated that it was not himself that would give 

out blessings, but it was God who would do it. 

Therefore, Paul the Apostle always gave blessing 

to the saints whenever he ended his epistles. 

Paul had the authority to give blessings to 

God’s people. This authority was not given out to 

all Christian ministers. Instead, it was given only 

to God’s servants. When God’s servants make 

benedictions saying that they truly wish to give 

out blessings, then God grants them these 

blessings actually according to the benediction. 

God gives heavenly authority not only to His 

servants, but also to all the born-again saints. 

God says, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained” (John 20:23). He grants that kind 

of authority to all the righteous. Therefore, one 

should take heed not to confront the born-again 

saints or His servants, because it is the same as 

confronting God. For God has granted the 

authority of blessing and cursing to His Apostles 

as well as to His servants and the righteous. 
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Paul the Apostle who wishes to 

impart the spiritual gift to the saints 
 

Let’s read Romans 1:8-12. “First, I thank my 

God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your 

faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

For God is my witness, whom I serve with my 

spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without 

ceasing I make mention of you always in my 

prayers, making request if, by some means, now 

at last I may find a way in the will of God to 

come to you. For I long to see you, that I may 

impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may 

be established ─ that is, that I may be 

encouraged together with you by the mutual faith 

both of you and me.” 

 

First of all, for what did the Apostle Paul 

thank God? He thanked God for the Christians in 

Rome because they believed in Jesus and through 

them, the gospel was preached to the other 

people.  

 

In verses 9 and 10, one could ask the 

question, “Why did Paul the Apostle want to go 

to Rome during his mission trip?” The reason for 

this was because if the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit were preached in Rome at that time, it 

would have been spread out to the entire world. 

Just as the whole world today looks to America, 

in the ancient times, Rome was the center of the 

world as there was the saying, “All roads lead to 

Rome.” 

We are doing a lot of work of preaching the 

gospel in America. If we spread this gospel of the 

water and the Holy Spirit in America, many 

missionaries will come to rise and walk out into 

the world to preach this beautiful gospel to others. 

Therefore, Paul so wished to go to Rome. 
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The spiritual gift Paul talks about 
 

In verse 11, it is written, “For I long to see 

you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, 

so that you may be established.” 

What does Paul the Apostle mean by 

imparting some spiritual gift so that people may 

be established? The spiritual gift he talks about is 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which we 

are preaching. In verse 12, it is written, “that is, 

that I may be encouraged together with you by 

the mutual faith both of you and me.” Saying that 

some spiritual gift would be imparted to people 

to allow them to be established and to encourage 

the people with the mutual faiths of both Paul 

and them, was because by delivering the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit, Paul wanted to let 

people rest, get comfort, receive blessings, and to 

have fellowship within the same kind of faith. 

 

Paul the Apostle’s saying that he would want 

to be encouraged together with them by mutual 

faiths shows that he longed to preach the gospel 

of the water and the Holy Spirit once again to the 

Roman Church. Now, all of our church members 

understand and believe concretely in the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit, but there may appear 

to be some nominal Christians who do not 

believe in the true gospel with the passage of 

time. Like this, the Church in Rome might be in 

need of refreshing the gospel.  

Therefore, Paul the Apostle said that he might 

have been encouraged by the mutual faiths in 

him. In fact, we receive comfort before God’s 

presence and our hearts can rest in peace thanks 

to the faith in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. We would not be able to rest in peace 

without the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Moreover, it is written, “I may impart to you 

some spiritual gift, so that you may be 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

29   The Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Romans 

 

established.” This spiritual gift is the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. One can become a child 

of God and receive blessings only when he/she 

believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

However, what use is it for people to live 

virtuously or faithfully by giving up smoking and 

drinking and without doing any wrongdoings if 

they don’t know the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit, even though they believe in Jesus 

somehow? Their doings have nothing to do with 

God’s righteousness. The righteousness of God is 

much greater than that of human beings. It is 

easy to draw in people to a church, but it is more 

important to preach the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit to these new believers so that they can 

be forgiven for all their sins and become God’s 

children by being clothed in the spiritual 

blessings of Heaven. 

 

Paul the Apostle wanted the saints in Rome to 

be encouraged through his own faith. So he said, 

“that is, that I may be encouraged together with 

you by the mutual faith both of you and me.” 

Therefore, Paul the Apostle had to preach the 

true gospel to all the congregation of the church 

to let them have faith, so they could be 

established by his own faith in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit. He had to deliver the 

believers of the church in Rome the gospel of the 

water and the Holy Spirit and teach them what it 

really was. 

This is what made Paul the Apostle different 

from the other evangelists in today’s world. In 

the Epistle to the Roman Church, Paul the 

Apostle said that he wanted to let people be 

established by imparting some spiritual gift, and 

to encourage them by the mutual faiths of both 

the people and him. This is what all the preachers 

of the existing churches of today should learn 

from Paul the Apostle. Paul the Apostle used to 
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preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit with 

which one could discern true brethrens from the 

false ones.  

These days, churches let a group of new 

participants receive the doctrinal teachings for a 

period of 6 months, and within a year, they 

finally get baptized. That’s it. They get baptized 

regardless of whether they know about the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit that Jesus has fulfilled 

or not. In other words, even though people have 

become members of a church, they have not been 

able to become God’s children who have 

obtained His righteousness. The only thing the 

ministers of today’s churches ask their new 

believers to do is to memorize the Ten 

Commandments and the Apostle’s Creed. If the 

new believers pass the memorizing test, then 

they are asked, “Are you going to stop drinking? 

Quit smoking? Are you going to offer your tithe 

every month? Will you lead a good life?” 

The reason the churches of Europe, Asia, and 

all over the world became distant from God’s 

righteousness is because they chase after human 

righteousness. Nowadays, even in Korea, or the 

so-called ‘Jerusalem of Asia,’ the population of 

Christians is declining. Now, the time has arrived 

in which no one wants to come to church unless 

there is a special event held inside the church, 

such as a praising festival or a pop concert. Even 

if people come, the ordinary sermons that are 

given to the youth contain themes such as, ‘Don’t 

smoke, live a virtuous life, keep the Holy 

Sundays and do a lot of volunteer work,’ have 

nothing to do with God’s righteousness. 

Because a human is swift to sin and too fragile 

to quit sinning, he/she has to rely on the Lord. 

Therefore, when people come into the church of 

God, we should deliver them the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit so that they can obtain God’s 

righteousness. To them, we should really pass on 
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God’s righteousness that says that you and I have 

been made sinless even though we are still 

insufficient.  

Be sure to keep this in mind. One can only 

live according to God’s will after he/she has 

become sinless by believing in God’s 

righteousness. One can preach the gospel once 

his/her own problems of sin have been settled. 

Our work of spreading the gospel to others 

should not precede the settlement of our own 

problems of sin. One can never preach the true 

gospel to others unless his/her own problems of 

sin have been solved. 

 

It is said that Paul the Apostle did truly impart 

some spiritual gift to others. The gift Paul talked 

about is not the gift of strange tongues or healing 

talked about in the Pentecostal Movement in the 

present Christianity. Most Christians regard some 

strange phenomena such as seeing visions, 

prophesying, talking of other tongues, or healing 

diseases as the gifts.  

However, these things are not the spiritual 

gifts from Heaven. Seeing visions while making 

prayers is definitely not a spiritual gift. A person 

wildly screaming or a person in a cave going 

crazy whenever he/she hears strange sounds 

while not being able to sleep for three nights, are 

not of God’s gift. One who claims that he is able 

to speak other tongues and falls unconsciously to 

the floor after shouting out strange words ‘la-la-

la-la’ with a twisted tongue is not a sight of one 

receiving the Holy Spirit. Instead, it’s similar to 

mentally unstable patients in a mental institution 

going wild. However, there are so called 

‘charismatic revivalists’ who insist that they can 

teach Christians how to speak other tongues or 

how to receive the Holy Spirit. They are doing 

something very wrong and the faiths they possess 

are definitely not right. 
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The living water of the Holy Spirit flows out 

from our hearts when we faithfully do God’s 

spiritual work and follow the Lord. The water of 

the Holy Spirit will overflow in our hearts when 

we lessen the carnal deeds and follow the 

spiritual deeds instead. 

Christians should obtain the spiritual gift of 

the remission of sin by believing in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. Someone says that 

numerous Christians are right now heading 

toward hell through the chairs of today’s 

churches. This indicates that today’s churches 

encourage human righteousness instead of 

preaching God’s righteousness. 

Brethren, even if one has piled up a lot of 

human righteousness after attending church, this 

doesn’t mean that he/she can receive the spiritual 

gift by such deeds. We should take in God’s 

righteousness into our hearts by the faith in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit so that we can 

obtain the spiritual gift. 

 

Let’s read verses 13 to 17. “Now I do not want 

you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned 

to come to you (but was hindered until now), that 

I might have some fruit among you also, just as 

among the other Gentiles. I am a debtor both to 

Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to 

unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am ready to 

preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 

it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 

who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 

Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The 

just shall live by faith.’”  

Paul the Apostle wished to go to Rome. 

However, he couldn’t do so because he had been 

hindered. Therefore, he had to pray asking for the 

door of his missionary work to be opened. 
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Likewise, we should give the same kind of 

prayers while preaching the gospel worldwide 

through literature ministries. Only when we pray 

will God’s heart be moved and only when God 

opens up the door and the path for us will we be 

able to deliver the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit worldwide. 

 

 

Paul who owed a debt to all the 

people 
 

To whom did Paul the Apostle say that he had 

owed a debt and what kind of debt did he mean 

in verses 14 and 15? He said that he had become 

a debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians, 

and that he owed them the preaching of the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. He added that 

he was a debtor both to the wise and the unwise. 

Therefore, he wished to preach the gospel to 

these people in Rome as best as he could.  

Therefore, the purpose of Paul the Apostle 

writing to the church was to deliver the true 

gospel. He found that even in the hearts of the 

people inside the church in Rome, the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit did not stand firm by 

faith, and thus he referred to the gospel as the 

spiritual gift. Therefore, he preached the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit even to those who 

were already inside the church, as well as all the 

people of the world. He said that he was a debtor 

to the wise, the unwise, the Greeks, and all 

barbarians. 

What kind of a debt did Paul owe? He owed 

the debt of having to preach the gospel of the 

water and the Holy Spirit to all the people in the 

world. He insisted on delivering all of the debt he 

owed to the people in the world. Like this, even 

the people now who have the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit owe the propagation of the gospel. 
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The debt they have to pay is the work of 

spreading the gospel. This is the reason why we 

have to spread the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit to the whole world at this time. 

People mistakenly think that only the blood of 

the Cross is all of salvation. However, the 

heavenly gospel the Bible bears witness to is the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, which Paul the 

Apostle also testified to. Therefore, in Romans 

chapter 6, Paul said that he was baptized into 

Christ Jesus and also into His death. Because 

there were nominal Christians in the Church in 

Rome who believed only in the blood of the 

Cross, Paul wanted to deliver them the hidden 

secret of the baptism Jesus had received. Just like 

this, we should preach the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit to those who have not been able to 

hear it, though they have long been inside the 

church. 

 

When Christians are asked whether they 

possess sin or not, they think of this question 

itself as being useless and disregarding their 

personalities. However, this question is in fact of 

great importance and enormous value. If humans 

are destined to go to hell due to their sins, who is 

there to ask them this kind of question and 

provide them with a solution? Only a person who 

is sinless in his/her heart after having been born 

again by the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

can ask that kind of question and also give the 

correct answer to people. Only the born again 

saints can make sinners to be born again by 

delivering the sound gospel, that is, the gospel of 

the water and the Holy Spirit, which sinners have 

never heard before.  

 

Brethren, even if one believes in Jesus, but has 

not been born again of the water and the Holy 

Spirit, then one can neither enter nor see God’s 
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Kingdom. Therefore, be thankful when you meet 

people who allow sinners to receive the 

remission of sin by delivering you the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. You will then receive a 

great blessing. 

 

 

The gospel Paul was not ashamed 

about 
 

In verse 16, what was the gospel Paul the 

Apostle was not ashamed about like? It was the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. Because this 

gospel is God’s power to salvation for everyone 

who believes, Paul called it as “my gospel” 

(Romans 2:16, 5:20), and he regarded it to be 

proud and great instead of being ashamed of it. 

The reason he was not ashamed of the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit was because this gospel 

makes people completely sinless and destroys the 

barrier of sin that divides all mankind from God. 

Would the washing away of sin be possible if 

people believed only in the gospel of the blood of 

the Cross? It is seemingly possible to wash away 

the sins committed until now with this kind of 

faith but it is impossible to cleanse our future sin. 

Therefore, people with this kind of faith try to 

wash away their sins by saying prayers of 

repentance everyday. They confess that their 

hearts are filled only with sins and that they are 

inevitable sinners. These Christian sinners who 

possess sin cannot talk about the gospel sincerely 

to others, because ‘the gospel’ they have is no 

more ‘the good news’ to them.  

The gospel is ‘euaggelion’ in Greek, in other 

words, the gospel that has the ability of blowing 

away all the sins in this world. The only true 

gospel is like dynamite. It is this true gospel that 

eliminates all of the sins in this world. Therefore, 

a person like Paul, who believed in the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit that has the ability to 

eliminate sin, was not ashamed of it. Nowadays, 

even Christians seem to be ashamed of preaching 

the gospel. However, those who possess God’s 

righteousness are people that stand out more with 

dignity and glory when they are preaching the 

gospel.  

Paul the Apostle did not even have the 

slightest bit of shame while preaching the gospel. 

It was because the gospel he was preaching was 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It was 

because this beautiful gospel was God’s power to 

salvation for everyone who believes. 

This gospel is the powerful gospel that allows 

anyone who believes in it to get his/her sins 

remitted, no matter who has delivered it to 

him/her. The sins of the world get completely 

washed away if the listener takes in the gospel 

with his/her heart. However, the gospel of only 

the blood of the Cross tells the incomplete 

salvation to people, that is to say, it tells people 

that it only eliminates their original sin and thus 

their additional transgressions have to be washed 

away by saying daily repentance prayers. It 

leaves an aftertaste of sin to its listeners.  

Did Jesus only take away a partial amount of 

sin because His power was not good enough? 

Since Jesus knew humans so well, He did not 

leave behind any kind of sin. He took with Him 

all of the sins with the water, blood and the Holy 

Spirit. I believe that this beautiful gospel gives 

complete salvation from sin to everyone who 

hears and believes the gospel of Jesus’ baptism 

and His bloodshed on the Cross.  

 

Therefore, the gospel has the same power to 

everyone including the Jews and the Greeks. The 

gospel of the water and the Spirit allows the 

same salvation from sin to everyone who 

believes in Jesus when the gospel is preached to 
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them. On the other hand, when one delivers 

something other than the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit, he/she will receive the wrath of God. 

So Paul said, “But even if we, or an angel from 

heaven, preach any other gospel to you than 

what we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed” (Galatians 1:8). Paul the Apostle 

clearly said that there is only the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit that is true out of all the 

other gospels. 

Regardless of whether one is a Gentile or a 

Jew, or whether one believes in Islam, 

Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism, the sun god or 

anything else, every single person gets the 

chance to hear the gospel. Moreover, this gospel 

of the water and the Holy Spirit provides them 

the chance of getting saved from all their sins. So, 

we should deliver that Jesus Christ is God, that 

He created the Universe, that He came to this 

world in the likeness of human flesh to save us, 

that He took over all our sins by getting baptized 

by John, and that He received the judgment for 

our sins by dying on the Cross. 

Therefore, Paul the Apostle was not ashamed 

of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Even 

though the gospel only of the Cross must be a 

shameful gospel, the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit cannot be shameful at all; but a sound and 

powerful gospel that overflows with pride and 

dignity. Anyone who believes in this gospel 

receives the fullness of the Holy Spirit by the 

faith in the fact that he/she has become a child of 

God. Again I say to you that the beautiful gospel 

of the water and the Holy Spirit can never be a 

shameful gospel. However, the gospel that 

believes only in the blood of the Cross is 

shameful.  

 

Christians, were you ashamed whenever you 

had to preach the gospel of only the blood of the 
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Cross? You felt ashamed when you delivered and 

believed in the gospel of only the blood that does 

not contain Jesus’ baptism. Because you were 

ashamed to preach that kind of useless gospel, 

you always had to cry out for the Lord or give 

fanatic prayers in other tongues to fill up your 

feelings before you went out to the streets to 

shout out “Believe in Jesus. Believe in Jesus!”  

This is something one can just do with 

overflowing feelings but something one would 

never be able to do with a sober mind. That is 

why those who believe only in the blood of the 

Cross shout tumultuously and cause disturbances 

whenever they are out in the streets for 

evangelism. Having the megaphone close to their 

mouths, they only shout out the words, “Jesus, to 

Heaven, disbelief, to hell.” However, a believer 

in the gospel of the water and the Spirit delivers 

the gospel in a very gentlemanlike fashion; while 

having opened up his bible, he drinks tea and 

converses with another. 

 

 

What is said about the gospel of 

God’s righteousness? 
 

In verse 17, what is said to be revealed in the 

gospel of Christ? It is said that “the 

righteousness of God” is revealed in the gospel 

of God. God’s righteousness is fully revealed in 

the true gospel. Therefore, it is said that God’s 

righteousness is revealed in it from faith to faith 

and that the just shall live only by faith. The 

gospel that delivers only the blood of the Cross 

does not contain God’s righteousness. 

Brethren, if it is said that one has to give 

prayers of repentance everyday for his/her daily 

sins even though he/she has already gotten 

his/her original sin forgiven, and that one can 

gradually become sanctified to eventually 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

39   The Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Romans 

 

become a perfectly righteous person, then does 

this kind of faith contain God’s righteousness? 

This is not something in which God’s 

righteousness is revealed. Something that reveals 

God’s righteousness talks about perfect things. 

The gospel of the water and the Holy Spirit talks 

about the perfect gospel from the beginning till 

the end. 

You people offer daily repentance prayers 

because you are committing sins everyday as if 

you have to make new coverings out of the 

leaves of a fig tree to cover your shameful sides 

everyday, or maybe every week or month. A 

person repeatedly becoming a sinner by saying 

daily repentance prayers is like covering up 

his/her own shameful body with the leaves of a 

fig tree. This is the state of religious lives of 

those who believe in the gospel of only the blood 

of the Cross. They are the foolish ones who don’t 

wish to wear the leather coverings that God has 

given them freely, but instead enjoy wearing the 

coverings of the leaves of a fig tree. 

Jesus’ blood on the Cross was the result of 

Jesus’ baptism, and it was not the bloodshed on 

the Cross by which Jesus was able to take over 

our sins. He took over our sins at the time He got 

baptized, then came to the Cross bearing all the 

sins of the world, and died to atone the sins of 

the world. Therefore, the Cross was the result of 

the baptism He had received. Since Jesus had 

taken over our sins through His baptism, the 

bloodshed at the Cross was His final deed to 

atone all our sins. Jesus received all of the curses 

of sin at the Cross because He had gotten 

baptized. 

 

Then how can we obtain God’s righteousness? 

We can acquire it by knowing and believing in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. You would 

ask me, “Are you then a believer in the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit?” Then I can answer 

immediately and clearly ‘Yes’ to this question. 

The secret to obtaining God’s righteousness is to 

believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

The reason for this is because the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit is the truth and because it 

reveals God’s love and His righteousness. It is 

also because the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit contains the remission of sin God has 

given to mankind freely, the way to becoming 

His children, the blessing of eternal life by which 

one can receive the Holy Spirit, and the physical 

and spiritual blessings on earth. 

Paul the Apostle said that God’s righteousness 

was fully revealed in the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit that he was preaching. Therefore, 

putting up human righteousness without knowing 

God’s righteousness is like sinning before God. 

Moreover, a gospel that believes in only the 

blood of the Cross, but does not contain God’s 

righteousness, is false. 

God’s righteousness refers to the sound gospel 

of the water and the Spirit He has given. The Old 

and New Testament as a pair save us from our 

sins. The Old Testament prepares for the New 

Testament and the New Testament fulfills the 

words of promise contained in the Old Testament. 

God saved us from the sins of the world by 

giving us the true gospel in which His 

righteousness is fully revealed. Thus He saved 

mankind from all sin. 

Right now, the whole world should return to 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. The only 

gospel that saves people from sin is the original 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. Brethren, the 

whole world must return to the gospel of the 

water and the blood. They have to return to this 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, which contains 

God’s righteousness.  

The reason for this is because the gospel of the 
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water and the Spirit is the only truth that can save 

us from sin. Only the gospel containing God’s 

righteousness can save us, make us sinless and 

turn us into God’s children. Moreover, the Holy 

Spirit inside our hearts protect God’s people and 

this Holy Sprit prays for us, blesses us, always 

stays with us and gives us eternal lives as a gift. 

It is very tantalizing to see that there are so 

many people who don’t even pay attention to this 

gospel. I hope for everyone to believe in this 

gospel of the water and the Holy Spirit by having 

clear understanding of Jesus’ baptism. The 

baptism Jesus received from John is not 

something that Jesus accepted because He was 

modest. The reason He got baptized was in order 

to bearing all the sins of this world. John, who 

was the greatest man among those born of 

women, laid his hands on Jesus’ head when he 

baptized Jesus. This forms a parallel to the 

imposition of the High Priest’s hands on the head 

of sin offerings without blemish in the Old 

Testament (Leviticus 16:20). Jesus’ death on the 

Cross was a result of having taken over the sins 

onto His body, and it parallels with the sin 

offering shedding blood and dying after going 

through the imposition of hands.  

Because this gospel of the water and the Holy 

Spirit has been mentioned in both the Old and 

New Testaments, anyone who believes in the 

other gospel while leaving out any part of the 

original one has a wrong faith. The most 

important and the very first thing Jesus did when 

He came to this world was to get baptized by 

John. It is very wrong for you to believe that His 

baptism is only a symbol and to think that Jesus 

got baptized out of His modesty. 

 

What kind of a person is a heretic? In Titus 

3:10, it is written, “Reject a divisive man after 

the first and second admonition, knowing that 
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such a person is warped and sinning, being self-

condemned.” A divisive man is a person who is 

self-condemned. A self-condemned person means 

one who admits and confesses that he/she 

possesses sin. Therefore, a Christian who says, 

“I’m a sinner” is a divisive man, that is, a heretic. 

It is written, “Reject a divisive man after the first 

and second admonition.”  

Because this kind of a Christian is warped and 

rotten, a sinless saint should not go near such a 

heretic. He is one who is self-condemned 

because his own faith and religious life has rotted 

away. A person who commits unforgivable sins 

before God is one who does not want to be 

sinless by believing in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit, but instead continues to sin of 

rejecting His absolute salvation before God while 

saying that he/she is still a sinner. One who self-

condemns while thinking that even though he/she 

believes in Jesus, he/she has sin and therefore 

calls himself/herself a sinner, is a heretic heading 

to hell. 

Some Christians attach a sticker on the back of 

their cars that says, ‘It’s my fault.’ This seems 

like such a kind and warm saying when viewed 

by human eyes, but in truth, it means that since 

it’s all one’s own fault, such matters as going to 

hell, becoming a divisive man, and getting cursed 

is all up to one’s own fault. ‘It’s my fault’ is a 

paradoxical saying that one is going to live 

virtuously. However, saying that a supporter of 

such a slogan, who thinks he/she can live 

virtuously, is directly challenging God’s words 

that defines humans as seeds of iniquity. Those 

who chase that kind of human thought will 

eventually receive all kinds of curses.  

 

Are there by any chance people among you 

who are self-condemned? Then you should once 

again listen carefully to my sermon on Romans 
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chapter 3 that states that the remission of sin does 

not refer to the Doctrine of Justification. Romans 

talks about this in great detail. Paul the Apostle 

knew in advance what people would say 

someday and therefore said beforehand that 

becoming sinless is to become truly without sin 

and is not just calling a sinner righteous. He also 

clearly testified that only the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit is the truth. Therefore, it is natural 

that those who believe only in the blood of the 

Cross will become ignorant and dumb while 

reading Romans. 

The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans 

is such a great Scripture because it testifies the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. One should 

become righteous after believing in Jesus even if 

he/she was originally a sinner before coming to 

believe. One should truly become a righteous 

person who possesses no sin in one’s heart. This 

is how one gets to possess the right kind of faith.  

I hope that even if right at the moment, 

people’s faiths are not complete, their faiths will 

eventually reach perfection while they lend an 

ear to the words of the water and the Spirit 

through the born again church. Please, learn 

more about the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

through these sermons and confirm the words of 

truth. 

I believe that God will endow us with the 

riches of heavenly blessings. � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:1-15 
 
 

Paul, an Evangelist to the 

Gentiles 
 

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called 

to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of 

God” (Romans 1:1). 

 

Paul was a bondservant of Christ and not ‘the 

founder of Christianity’ as some people like to 

say. He was an evangelist to the Gentiles and a 

servant of God who clearly systemized the 

righteousness of God and bore witness to it. For 

that, he has earned much respect within 

Christianity.  

People who do not believe in the 

righteousness of God, which Paul speaks of, 

seriously distort the Christian faith itself. Paul 

would not be a servant of God if he had 

conveyed the righteousness of mankind and not 

of God. However, he surely is a servant of God 

who preached the righteousness of God and an 

Apostle sent by Jesus. Christian faith has been 

passed on since the Early Church days mainly by 

the belief in God’s righteousness written in the 

Pauline Epistles.  

We can have faith in God’s righteousness and 

correct understanding of it through the teachings 

in Romans.  

 

 

Paul was a son of a Pharisee 
 

Paul was the writer of the Epistle to the 

Romans. ‘Romans’ was a letter written by Paul to 

the church of God in Rome. Paul was a Jew who 

had challenged God at first and did not know of 

God’s righteousness. But, he met the resurrected 
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Lord on his way to Damascus and became an 

Apostle of Jesus Christ who spread the 

righteousness of God from then on.  

Who was Paul? The Bible states that he was a 

man from Tarsus, in Cilicia (Acts 21:39). Tarsus 

was the capital city of Cilicia, a colonial province 

in the Roman Empire, and it was an important 

place at that time in the western world. Assuming 

that Paul was born to a wealthy family, we can 

infer that he was well educated on the advanced 

Greek culture.  

However, the worldly education that Paul got 

was only a stumbling block in understanding the 

righteousness of God. Gamaliel, who was a 

renowned rabbi at that time in Jerusalem, trained 

him in the laws. Paul was taught according to the 

strictness of his fathers’ laws and traditions (Acts 

22:3). At first, as a son of a Pharisee (Acts 23:6), 

he too became a Pharisee and challenged the 

righteousness of God in order to put up his own 

righteousness. But, he met Jesus Christ on his 

way to Damascus and came to understand what 

the righteousness of God really meant. Then, he 

discarded his own righteousness and preached 

the righteousness of God. Therefore, we can all 

learn of God’s righteousness through Paul’s 

teachings.  

But look at us. We could probably systemize a 

Christian theology even more than Paul. But can 

we really know the righteousness of God through 

any theological teachings? Is our faith always 

based on knowing and believing the 

righteousness of God? Are we filled with the 

faith that glorifies Him and believes in His 

righteousness? Do we believe in His 

righteousness as the true gospel? Have we freed 

ourselves from our human righteousness by 

believing in His righteousness? Are our religious 

lives based on the faith in His righteousness? Do 

we frequently talk of His righteousness when 
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talking to others? Can we devote the rest of our 

days to propagation of His righteousness? 

Here we see the major problem Christianity 

faces today. Many Christians lead their religious 

lives to gain worldly fame and wealth. They do 

not have faith in God’s righteousness; therefore 

they are highly selfish and ingeniously heretical 

in the presence of God. If our faith is based on 

His righteousness, and not of a religion, then we 

cannot but spread that faith ceaselessly. If we 

wish to reach the faith of believing in His 

righteousness, then we have to start from 

learning that righteousness. There are two 

significant meanings when Paul referred to 

himself as “a servant of Christ” in His 

righteousness. 

Paul said that he was Christ’s own more than 

anything. The word ‘redeem’ is frequently used 

in Christian terminology. During ancient times, 

this word was commonly used in the market 

place, especially when buying slaves. Of course, 

becoming a slave of Christ has a different 

meaning; not a slave of a worldly authority but a 

slave for spreading the righteousness of God. By 

the way, to become a slave of Christ is somewhat 

related to becoming His own through His 

redemption.  

Therefore, Paul wrote this to the Corinthians: 

“I speak in human terms because of the 

weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented 

your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of 

lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now 

present your members as slaves of righteousness 

for holiness. For when you were slaves of sin, 

you were free in regard to righteousness” (1 

Corinthians 6:19-20).  

When Paul referred to himself as “the servant 

of Jesus Christ,” he was thankful that he became 

a servant of His righteousness more than 

anything. He clearly knew that he was redeemed 
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by Jesus Christ who had paid the wages of all his 

sins in His righteousness. 

This faith is noteworthy. Today, we can also 

have fellowship with God by believing in God’s 

righteousness. There is much to be learned from 

Paul the Apostle. In order for us to become like 

Paul, we have to know and believe in the 

righteousness of God.  

 

 

Paul, the one who was sent 
 

What is an apostle? It means one who is sent 

by God. That is, an apostle is someone who is 

sent to bear witness to the salvation and holy 

work of Christ Jesus who saved mankind from 

sin. Why is the commission of an apostle 

special? We can find the answer when we look 

into the commissions of the Apostles sent by the 

Lord. The Apostles did not simply see 

themselves as witnesses to the gospel. They 

knew that they were special ambassadors of God. 

Because they were the Apostles from God, God 

made them speak authoritative words, and thus 

their words had the authority from God. 

In Romans, Paul introduces himself as an 

apostle as he writes the Epistle. Paul reminds us 

of this. This expression has something to do with 

us, too. This informs us of the way we should 

accept the words of Romans in order to receive 

benefits. Of course, we must accept Romans as 

the words of God that brought God’s 

righteousness into our hearts and minds. God 

does not speak to us by live voice, but we can listen 

to Him through His righteousness in the Pauline 

Epistles. Therefore, we must obey the teachings of 

God through Paul. For that reason, the words of the 

Apostles are significant. The words of the 

Apostles show the will and the righteousness of 

God, which bear the authority of God. 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

48   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:1-15 

 

The Historic Gospel that Reveals 

the Righteousness of God 
 

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called 

to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of 

God
 
which He promised before through His 

prophets in the Holy Scriptures” (Romans 

1:1-2). 

The most important word from the prologue of 

Romans is ‘gospel,’ which shows the 

righteousness of God. This word is significant for 

it is the main subject of Romans. Romans was 

recorded in order to preach the righteousness of 

God in a more systematic way. 

We first see the word ‘gospel’ in verse 1. Paul 

clarified that it was ‘the gospel of God’ and that 

he was called and selected for it. In verse 2, he 

adds an explanation from where the gospel was 

originated. It is found in a promise made in the 

Old Testament, “which He promised before 

through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures.” 

That is, it is a gospel based on the prophecies on 

Jesus Christ. In verse 9, he explains once again 

the significance of the gospel by calling it ‘the 

gospel of His Son.’ 

 

 

To recognize why the gospel is the 

good news  
 

We know the ‘gospel’ (‘euaggelion’ in Greek) 

as the ‘good news.’ But if we restrict the 

definition of the gospel to the good news, then 

we will not understand that it refers to the 

righteousness of God. If one wishes to recognize 

why the gospel is the good news, one must start 

from comprehending how just His righteousness 

is. Good and evil in the world religions are 

relative concepts. However, the righteousness of 
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God in Christianity is so absolute and special that 

no human righteousness can be compared to it.  

Therefore, it is said that the righteousness of 

God is revealed in the gospel. So, the gospel of 

His righteousness brings great faith in the good 

salvation for all sinners. As sinners believe in the 

gospel of the righteousness of God, all their sins 

are blotted out and they become sinless. This is 

the purpose of God endowing the gospel of His 

righteousness to us.  

Before Paul knew the righteousness of God, 

he lived a life following the laws, which required 

good conduct and high moral standards. But such 

laws did not bring him peace and prevented him 

from getting the true righteousness of God. Paul 

did not have the ability to follow the law and he 

confessed that within the law, he found himself 

to be a helpless ‘wretched man’ (Romans 7:24). 

 

Having no religion may seem like it would not 

restrict people’s freedom. But once you become 

an atheist, Satan will make you a gluttonous pig 

and lead you to your destruction. Atheism may 

sound like good news for the future of 

humankind, but such thoughts will bring you to 

realize the desperate vanity in your reason for 

existence. 

However, if such people come to church of 

God and hear what the good news of God’s 

righteousness is, every one of them will receive 

the remission of sin and earn eternal life. This is 

the blessing from the righteousness of God. It is 

not the righteousness of humankind but that of 

God. The gospel, which God gave mankind, is 

good for two reasons.  

First, the gospel is good for His righteousness 

is in it. Second, the gospel is good for it makes us 

forgiven for all our sins through the work of 

Christ. We cannot go to God because our sins 

have segregated us from Him. But the 
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righteousness of God has allowed Jesus Christ 

take away all our sins and also to build a 

concrete bridge to God for us. When we were 

unaware of the righteousness of God, we tried in 

vain to find God. But now, we praise the Lord 

who has built His way to us through His 

righteousness.  

 

 

Christ Jesus is God to Those 

Who Believe in Him 
 

“Which He promised before through His 

prophets in the Holy Scriptures,
 
concerning 

His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born 

of the seed of David according to the flesh,
 
and 

declared to be the Son of God with power 

according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:2-4). 

Christ is the center of Christianity and is also 

the righteousness of God. All the other things in 

Christianity are mere accessories.  

Jesus Christ is God and the Savior to those 

who believe in Him. Jesus is not only the divine 

Being; He came into the realm of human history 

as the Savior of all humankind, who brought 

salvation to humankind in the presence of God. 

There has been none like Him in human history. 

Only Christ Jesus is the immortal God and the 

Savior of sinners. Only Christ can be our Lord 

God. That is not to say that we deny our Father 

and the Holy Ghost as our God.  
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The Lord is the Only Eternal 

Creator of All Mankind and the 

Eternal Savior 
 

“And declared to be the Son of God with 

power according to the Spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). 

 

“Jesus is the Son of the living God and the 

Savior of sinners.” This was the basic element of 

the Christian faith during the time of the Early 

Churches, but now the “Apostle’s Creed” is 

established and believed. The Apostle’s Creed 

was used as criteria to baptize people as a sign of 

being Christians, after Constantine the Great 

declared the Edict of Milan to guarantee religious 

freedom in A.D. 313.  

 

There are two reasons why we refer to Jesus 

as our Lord. First, it means that Jesus is God and 

second, it means that Jesus is the Savior of 

sinners. The meaning of this title shows why 

Christians do not entitle others ‘Lord’ except 

Him. If they had used the name to describe 

others, they would not have believed in Jesus 

Christ as their Savior. The Lord is the only 

eternal Creator of all mankind and the eternal 

Savior. Jesus Christ is the eternal righteousness 

of God. 

 

 

For Their Belief, Paul Turned the 

Glory Toward God  
 

“First, I thank my God through Jesus 

Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 

throughout the whole world” (Romans 1:8). 

 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

52   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:1-15 

 

Why did Paul the Apostle thank God for the 

Christians in Rome? There are two reasons for 

this. First, they believed in Jesus Christ as the 

Son of God and were forgiven for their sins by 

believing in the righteousness of God. In Romans, 

Paul quoted God’s words of prophesies in the 

Old Testament in order to explain the gospel. He 

defines it as “which He promised before through 

His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,
 
concerning 

His Son Jesus Christ our Lord,” and concludes 

that his work is for, “obedience to the faith 

among all nations.” Then, he praises God 

through the Christians in Rome because their 

belief showed the devotion to His righteousness 

and through such faith they were able to spread 

His righteousness to others.  

 

The reason that the belief of Roman Christians 

was complete is because they kept their faith in 

His righteousness in a place crowded with 

heathenish religions.  

Therefore, Paul thanked God for the faith of 

the saints in Rome. However, Paul did not start 

the Epistle by praising them for their devotion 

for the gospel. Rather he would have 

reprimanded them if they had the faith to boast 

the righteousness of themselves. But for their 

belief, Paul turned the glory toward God.  

We can be born again as a result of believing 

in His righteousness. Therefore, Paul wrote a 

letter of fellowship to the Christians in Rome.  

 

 

The Prayer Answered  
 

“Now I do not want you to be unaware, 

brethren, that I often planned to come to you 

(but was hindered until now), that I might 

have some fruit among you also, just as among 

the other Gentiles” (Romans 1:13). 
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Sometimes it seems that God does not answer 

the prayers of the saints and His servants. Paul 

the Apostle also wished to go to Rome but the 

answer to his prayers did not come true too easily. 

But in fact, God had already answered them. God 

only wanted to delay Paul’s mission trip until His 

due time in order to spread the gospel in Rome 

prosperously. God wanted to prepare Paul’s faith 

and mind. 

 

God wished to receive our prayers from the 

bottom of our heart. Then, what is the prayer that 

asks for truly spiritual things like? Unselfish 

prayers are such prayers that ask for something 

relevant to the righteousness of God. There is no 

reason why such prayers should not be answered. 

Prayers for the righteousness of God are certainly 

answered. The problem of unanswered prayers 

lies here, and once the prayer pursues His 

righteousness, it will receive an answer 

immediately. Thus when a person gets faith in 

God and His righteousness, he/she is sure that 

his/her prayers have already been answered. Paul 

also entered Rome later according to God’s 

answer to his prayer and preached the gospel of 

the righteousness of God to the people all over 

the world. 

 

 

The Gospel is for the Poor in 

Spirit 
 

“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 

barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.
 
So, as 

much as is in me, I am ready to preach the 

gospel to you who are in Rome also” (Romans 

1:14-15). 

 

Through his own faith, Paul explained the 
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gospel that revealed the righteousness of God. “I 

am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 

both to wise and to unwise. So, as much as is in 

me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who 

are in Rome also.” 

In reality, the gospel that contained the 

righteousness of God was for the poor in spirit. 

Jesus Christ taught the gospel not only to the 

people of the high standing, like Nicodemus, 

who was born into a noble family and well 

educated, but also to “tax collectors and 

prostitutes.” In chapter 4 of John, Jesus 

enlightened a Samaritan woman on the gospel of 

the righteousness of God. Later on, in the age of 

the Apostles, God told Peter that the gospel is not 

only for the Jews, who are ritually ‘clean,’ but 

also for the Gentiles like Cornelius the centurion. 

Peter then declared the following and confirmed 

the fact: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 

partiality.
 
But in every nation whoever fears Him 

and works righteousness is accepted by Him” 

(Acts 10:34-35). � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:16-17 
 
 

The Gospel that Reveals 

the Righteousness of God 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first 

and also for the Greek.
 
For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by 

faith’” (Romans 1:16-17). 

 

We cannot reconcile with God for ourselves. 

This is the truth that His righteousness teaches us. 

We have betrayed God and therefore we cannot 

reconcile with Him without a sacrifice. We 

cannot avoid receiving God’s judgment. 

Furthermore, we are inherited and tainted by our 

forefathers’ sins. People who reek from 

malignant illnesses seem foul to others and 

likewise, we look detestable to God and will be 

destroyed forever if we face God after dying in 

such a condition.  

Then how do we solve the problem of the sin 

of humankind? There is no ‘way out’ from our 

side. However, God gave us His righteousness 

that cleansed all our sin. We can receive 

forgiveness of sin simply by believing in the 

righteousness of God, and it is revealed within 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit (John 3:4-5, 

Matthew 3:13-17, 1 Peter 3:21). 

 

 

Righteousness from God 
 

The righteousness of God, as Paul 

summarized it, refers to the salvation of Jesus 

Christ from the desperate sin and rigorous 
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judgment. This righteousness of God is fully 

revealed in the true gospel of water and the Holy 

Spirit, the glorious truth. ‘God’s righteousness’ 

came to us because we were all sinners who 

could never reach His righteousness. So we must 

seek the correct understanding of it in such a 

context. 

First of all, the righteousness hidden in the 

gospel is the righteousness of God. In Romans 

1:17, Paul stated that the righteousness of God 

comes “through faith in Jesus Christ.” But from 

the prologue of this Epistle, we comprehend that 

the righteousness of God is the righteousness of 

Christ that was given to us by God. Paul said, 

“The righteousness of God is revealed in the 

gospel.” Also, the gospel is related to Jesus 

Christ (Romans 1:2-3). Therefore, it is obvious 

that the One who had completed this 

righteousness is Christ, and every one can 

receive salvation for free by believing in the 

righteousness of God that Christ Jesus has 

fulfilled.  

 

Paul speaks of the righteousness of God in two 

aspects and both are equally significant. First, 

Jesus is initially righteous. That is, He is 

absolutely holy and sinless because He is God. 

Therefore, when He was in a human body He 

said, “I always do those things that please Him” 

(John 8:29) and could tell His enemies that, “I 

have many things to say and to judge concerning 

you” (John 8:26).  

The second aspect of the righteousness of God 

is that Jesus accomplished all of His 

righteousness by obeying the laws of God. When 

Jesus asked John to baptize Him, John the 

Baptist said, “I need to be baptized by You, and 

are You coming to me?” Then Jesus answered, 

“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us 

to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:14-15). 
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Paul said that the righteousness of God was 

fully revealed in the gospel, and we can find His 

righteousness in Jesus’ baptism by John the 

Baptist. This tells us how we can earn the 

essential righteousness of God. This also tells us 

that His righteousness can only be obtained by 

faith.  

 

 

What is the True 

Righteousness of God? 
 

“For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 

‘The just shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:17). 

 

“The gospel that reveals the righteousness of 

God” is recorded in Matthew 3:13-15. Jesus was 

born in this world through the body of Virgin 

Mary, who was betrothed to Joseph. And the 

angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 

saying “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she 

will bring forth a Son, You shall call His name 

JESUS, for He will save His people from their 

sins” (Matthew 1:20-21). Here, the name ‘Jesus’ 

means ‘the Savior,’ and it means that He will 

save mankind from all their sins.  

Jesus came to this world and lived His family-

centered private life for 29 years, and from the 

time He turned 30, He followed His Father’s will 

and went to the Jordan River to be baptized by 

John. At that time, John the Baptist was baptizing 

other people at the Jordan River. John indeed 

baptized people with the baptism of repentance, 

but the baptism given to Jesus was for Him to 

take away the sins of all humankind.  

We must not confuse one thing with the other, 
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or misunderstand the difference between the two 

─ the baptism of repentance that people were 

received from John and the baptism of Jesus that 

took all the sins of the world. Jesus came to the 

world and was baptized by John in order to take 

away all the sins of the world. Jesus ordered John, 

“You baptize me,” and John replied Jesus, “I 

have need to be baptized by You, and are You 

coming to me?” But John could not but obey as 

Jesus told him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus 

it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” 

(Matthew 3:15). 

 

What is the hidden meaning behind this 

passage? Here, in Matthew 3:15, the phrase “for 

thus,” “houto” in Greek, means “in this manner” 

or “no other way besides this.” “For thus” refers 

to the exact way Jesus took away all the sins of 

the world by being baptized by John. This is the 

reason Jesus had to be baptized by John. 

Jesus was baptized by John to take away all 

the sins of the world. Thus the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit bears witness to the 

righteousness of God. When Jesus said, “It is 

finished!” (John 19:30) as He bled on the Cross, 

He meant that with His baptism and blood, all 

the sins of the world were blotted out. The 

baptism and blood of Jesus are the gospel of the 

righteousness of God. Jesus had to take away all 

the sins up until the end of the world through His 

baptism, His bloodshed on the Cross, and His 

resurrection. The gospel that shows His 

righteousness can save all sinners from their sins. 

This is the true righteousness of God within the 

Lord’s gospel of the water and the Spirit. The 

gospel is the best news to every sinner. 

Are your deeds perfect or not? Do you believe 

in the righteousness of Jesus? Do you believe in 

the baptism Jesus received from John and the 

meaning of His bloodshed on the Cross? The 
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baptism Jesus received from John and His blood 

on the Cross are the gospel of His righteousness, 

which took away all our sins. You can believe 

with your heart in the gospel that Jesus took 

away the sins of the world through the baptism 

He received from John the Baptist. 

 

In the future, young people will get married 

and have children. Believing that the sins of their 

children are also included in the sins of the world 

that were taken away by Jesus through the 

baptism is a true belief. Let us say a certain 

brother lived up to the age of 82. Do you really 

believe that Jesus took 82 years worth of his sins 

away through His baptism?  

All sins up until the end of the world are ‘the 

sins of the world’ and Jesus was baptized to take 

them away. And He also bled on the Cross to 

atone them. The baptism our Lord received from 

John took away more than all the sins of 

mankind. In Romans 1:17 it is said, “For in it 

(the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall 

live by faith.’” This gospel is the true gospel of 

the righteousness of God, and is the beautiful 

gospel of water and the Spirit. 

 

 

The same faith as Abraham 
 

Abraham did not have a son until he was 

almost ninety years old, and he was still called 

“Abram.” One day, God came and called to him, 

“Abram, Abram. Come out and look at the sky. 

Do you see the countless stars?” “Yes! There are 

so many of them.” “I will let you have as many 

children as the stars.” “Yes!” Abraham personally 

thought this was impossible but because God had 

said so, “and he believed in the Lord, and He 

accounted it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 
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15:6). 

Abraham believed in advance that mankind, 

who could not live by the 613 clauses of laws 

and commandments, came to earn the 

righteousness of God through believing in Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood. Once again, God 

promised a legitimate son to Abraham when he 

was almost a hundred years old and his wife 

Sarah was past the age of childbearing. It seemed 

realistically impossible for them to have a child, 

but they believed in God and therefore came to 

have Isaac. Such faith is the faith in His 

righteousness, and we can be saved from all our 

sins by such faith. 

Abraham believed that God was Almighty and 

kept His promises in mind so he was accounted 

for righteousness by God. Likewise, we must 

believe in the words of God with faith and be 

accounted for righteousness by God. Those who 

believe in God are forgiven for all their sins and 

have received the Holy Spirit as a gift. Those 

who believe in the righteousness of God will be 

blessed with receiving His righteousness. 

 

The gospel of the water and the Spirit brings 

salvation to those who believe in God’s 

righteousness. What kind of faith does God 

demand from us? If God had made a rule stating 

that we could receive salvation through our own 

deeds of the law, no one would have been saved. 

God gives salvation to those who just believe in 

His righteousness. God knows the fragile nature 

of mankind. Did God really make the laws for us 

to abide by them? Didn’t God give us the laws so 

that we would recognize our sins and come to 

believe in the gospel of water and the Spirit? Yes. 

We must realize the great mistake we have made 

for believing without knowing the righteousness 

of God. God gave the law to mankind for them to 

have knowledge of the sins that will send them to 
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hell (Romans 3:20).  

Romans 1:17 states, “For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by 

faith.’” We are ones who have nothing righteous 

of our own in the presence of God. For from 

within, out of the hearts of men, proceed twelve 

kinds of evil things (Mark 7:21-25). When men 

are evil, they commit adulteries, fornications, 

murders, thefts, and all the other evil deeds 

written in His words. How can we say that we do 

not need His righteousness? Our God was 

condemned for us with His baptism and blood, 

and therefore allowed us to be saved from our 

sins through the faith in His righteousness. We 

received His righteousness in the presence of 

God for we all believe in the gospel of Jesus’ 

baptism and blood. 

 

We cannot receive the righteousness of God in 

His presence with our works. Therefore we can 

receive His righteousness through just believing 

in the gospel of water and the Spirit. There is 

nothing for us to boast about the human 

righteousness, but we believe that Jesus’ baptism 

and blood is His righteousness. Those who 

believe in this gospel receive the Holy Spirit in 

the presence of God. With our faiths, we became 

the ones who received the blessings of all the 

promises made by God. Do you have a perfect 

faith that believes in God’s righteousness? The 

righteousness of God lies within the baptism 

Jesus received from John and in His blood.  

After John baptized Jesus, John cried out to 

the people pointing to Jesus, “Behold! The Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world” 

(John 1:29). It is clear that Jesus took away all 

the sin of the world as John baptized Him. Then, 

let us examine what the sins of the world are. 

 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

63   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:16-17 

 

For example, if your age is 20, it means that 

you have sinned for 20 years since coming out of 

your mother’s womb. Are those sins not a part of 

the sins of the world? John the Baptist 

transferred all the sins of the world on to Jesus. 

Do you believe this? Have you transferred 20-

year’s-worth of your sins to Christ Jesus by 

believing in His baptism and blood? Have the 

20-year’s-worth of your sins been transferred to 

Jesus or not? ─ Yes, they have. ─ Have the sins 

committed to the age of 30 or the sins committed 

from the age of 31 to your last breath all been 

transferred to Jesus? ─ Yes, they have. ─ The 

sins of the world embrace all the sins committed 

from the time you were born to your death. 

Those whose sins have been transferred to Jesus 

and who believe in His righteousness are sinless.  

Jesus took away our mothers’ and 

grandmothers’ sins as well as our own. Jesus 

even took away the sins of Adam and Eve. All 

the sins of mankind were transferred on to Jesus. 

Therefore, all the sins of humankind have been 

cleansed by believing in the gospel that states 

Jesus took away all the sins of the world through 

His baptism and blood. One cannot be cleansed 

of sin by him/herself because he/she does not 

have the righteousness of God in his/her heart 

without faith in His righteousness. One receives 

the remission of sin through the word of witness 

that Jesus took away all sin as John baptized Him 

(John 1:29). Jesus has taken all your sin away to 

the Cross and bled to death to accomplish the 

righteousness of God.  

Let us study John 19:28-30. “After this, Jesus, 

knowing that all things were now accomplished, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, ‘I 

thirst!’
 
Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting 

there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, 

put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth.
 
So when 

Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is 
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finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His 

spirit” (John 19:28-30).  

Where are the sins of the world taken? Where 

are they judged? As Jesus received the baptism 

from John, all the sins of the world passed over 

onto His head. “For thus,” Jesus blotted out all 

the sins of the world through His baptism and 

bloodshed. But some people misunderstand Jesus 

and say, “Jesus did take away original sin but not 

our daily sins and so, we must receive 

forgiveness of our daily sins by asking for 

forgiveness everyday.” Such belief is not the 

faith based on the righteousness of God. The 

Bible says that Jesus saved the sinners by 

receiving baptism and shedding His blood, and 

those who believe in Jesus correctly are sinless.  

 

When people wish to receive the remission of 

their sins, they must be forgiven for all their sins 

by believing in the righteousness of God, 

revealed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Those who are born again by believing in His 

righteousness can overcome the world and live a 

faithful life apart from the sins of the world. And 

the right to become children of God will follow 

them. 

Before we believed in Jesus as our Savior, 

“we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 

our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 

just as the others” (Ephesians 2:3), but after 

believing in His righteousness, as revealed in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, we all became 

righteous. The moment one believes in the 

righteousness of God, he/she receives the Holy 

Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38).  

 

Therefore, we must believe that the 

righteousness of God consists of both the 

baptism Jesus received from John and His blood 
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on the Cross. This is the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit, which shows His righteousness. Do 

you understand? I hope you come into the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit and receive the 

beautiful gospel of His righteousness! Then the 

sins in your heart will be blotted out as white as 

snow and you will fully receive the Holy   

Spirit. � 

 

 

 

 

 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PART 3 
 

Mankind in Need of 

The Gospel 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 1:18-28 

 

 

If You are an Enlightened 

Christian... 
 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 

truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). 

 

The sermons in churches today lack the part 

on bearing witness to the righteousness of God. 

But we shouldn’t neglect to preach the gospel 

that shows His righteousness. The righteousness 

of God and the wrath of God are the main 

teachings of the Bible. Many churches however, 

when we examine them by biblical criteria, tend 

to teach their congregations to believe in Jesus 

regardless of God’s righteousness and His wrath. 

This is because Christianity has been secularized 

as a worldly religion. Therefore enlightened 

Christians should believe in God’s righteousness 

and His wrath together. 

 

 

God’s righteousness is an essential 

element in evangelism 
 

What is the first thing most Christians preach 

to others about the gospel of God? Today, most 

Christians, when they engage in Christian 

‘mission work,’ talk primarily about the carnal 

blessings they would receive by believing in 

Jesus. They start mission work by talking about 

the possible worldly blessing, which is a subject 

that is pleasing to all, through their religious lives. 

The reason for this is to satisfy the problems one 

faces in one’s relationships, business, or personal 
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desires.  

However, the most essential and urgent 

problem to be solved for everyone is the problem 

of sin. That is, we should decide on whether to 

believe or not believe in solving the problem of 

our sins. Do most Christians primarily deal with 

the problem of sin and the righteousness of God 

when they advise others to believe in Jesus? No. 

They are rather apt to avoid dealing with such 

issues. This is because they do not understand the 

true righteousness of God.  

Paul said, “For the time will come when they 

will not endure sound doctrine, but according to 

their own desires, because they have itching ears, 

they will heap up for themselves teachers” (2 

Timothy 4:3). ‘Because they have itching ears’ 

refers to the pursuit of one’s own greed. This 

passage warns us not to preach the words to 

satisfy the carnal desires of sinners. Paul himself 

did not spread the gospel of God’s righteousness 

by being motivated by such ‘needs.’ But, most 

evangelists today promise physical blessings to 

those who listen. They spread the gospel with 

carnal blessings as an incentive to those who 

listen to them and receive Jesus as their nominal 

Savior. 

Today, another common method to promote 

mission work is to stress how Jesus gave 

blessings to evangelists. This is a way to promote 

people to preach the gospel to others. Paul did 

not use such a method in his mission work. 

Instead, Paul said. “The reason I want to spread 

the gospel to you people in Rome is because I 

want all of you to have the same faith that I have 

from receiving the righteousness of God. If you 

want it you can also have the same faith right 

now. His righteousness is prepared for you.” 

However, people do not believe in His 

righteousness and are still under the wrath of 

God. Therefore they are at the verge of being 
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punished forever by Him. 

 

 

Even If They Try to Come up 

with Excuses for not Believing... 
 

“For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even 

His eternal power and Godhead, so that they 

are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). 

 

In the latter part of Romans chapter 1, Paul 

states the affair that will occur on the last day. 

Men and women will stand in front of God and 

try to come up with excuses for not believing in 

His righteousness, but they will not be able to 

make an excuse and will fall upon His judgment.  

We live in a similar world. This is the time of 

His benevolence. But, on the other hand, His 

wrath is accumulating. We see that like the 

rapidly increasing flood, people are treasuring up 

God’s wrath. Do not wait until His wrath 

explodes. Do not make excuses for not seeking 

Him. Admit that you cannot make excuses to 

God. And you should quickly run away from the 

immanent perdition to the city of refuge of His 

righteousness. The only way to escape from His 

wrath is to believe in His righteousness. 

Remember that God gave you the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit to put you on His 

righteousness. All you have to do at this last days 

is to believe in the beautiful gospel and acquire 

the righteousness of God. Hurry up! Even now, it 

is not too late. 
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This is Happening to the People 

of Today 
 

“Although they knew God, they did not 

glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 

became futile in their thoughts, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened” (Romans 1:21). 

 

This is happening to the people of today. 

People believe in God but they do not thank him 

or praise Him and their minds are full of void 

thoughts, for they do not know His righteousness. 

Therefore, Paul explained the fearful situation of 

those who were open to the wrath of the 

Almighty God and what made them so 

vulnerable to His wrath. The reason people are 

targets of His wrath are because they have 

refused the knowledge on the righteousness of 

God. That knowledge is the truth; God shows 

Himself abundantly in nature and made us His 

children through the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. 

Paul depicted the tragic results of humankind’s 

future that would come from rejecting the 

knowledge on God. Sinners’ hearts are darkened 

by sin. The righteousness of God is written in the 

natural revelation or in the Bible, but if one 

disbelieves it after seeing it, then that person 

personally asks for His wrath.  

 

But who can glorify God? Those who 

correctly know His righteous are the only ones. 

Only the one who knows that God is the Lord, 

holy, omniscience, eternal, loving, and righteous 

can glorify Him.  

The reason for our existence is to glorify God. 

However, people do not like God for His 

sovereignty. They think His dominion restricts 

their liberty. God is holy and so people do not 
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like Him. His holiness elucidates our sin. People 

do not like Him because He is omniscient. 

People fear that their sins are known to Him and 

therefore fear His omniscience. Lastly, people do 

not like Him because He is unchanging. His 

permanence means that all His divinities never 

change. People do not like such facts. Therefore, 

they try to repress the truth and deny the reality 

of such truths. But one thing for sure is that when 

people do these things, they don’t praise God for 

His divinities.  

On the contrary, a person comes to glorify 

Him as God when the person learns His 

unconditional charity through the righteousness 

of God. God is benevolent and the person 

experiences His infinite mercy.  

 

 

 

 

Foolish People 
 

“Although they knew God, they did not 

glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 

became futile in their thoughts, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened.
 
Professing to be 

wise, they became fools,
 
and changed the glory 

of the incorruptible God into an image made 

like corruptible man ─ and birds and four-

footed animals and creeping things” (Romans 

1:21-23). 

 

Sinners changed the glory of God for material 

things. They became foolish. Foolish people do 

foolish deeds. Such deeds include changing God 

into an image. Therefore, if His servants do not 

spread the righteousness of God, no person can 

hear of His righteousness. It is His mercy that 

spread His righteousness to foolish hearts as well. 
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Please Leave Me Alone 
 

“Therefore God also gave them up to 

uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to 

dishonor their bodies among themselves,
 
who 

exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature rather 

than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

For this reason God gave them up to vile 

passions. For even their women exchanged the 

natural use for what is against nature.
 

Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 

of the woman, burned in their lust for one 

another, men with men committing what is 

shameful, and receiving in themselves the 

penalty of their error which was due. And 

even as they did not like to retain God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 

mind, to do those things which are not fitting” 

(Romans 1:24-28). 

We must understand that the wrath of God is 

“revealed from heaven,” against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men (Romans 1:18). 

Without being conscious of Him, people say, 

“God, please leave me alone. Go sit on that chair. 

Don’t say anything and just let me live my life 

the way I want to.” This is a great sin mankind 

commits. People do not wish to know His 

righteousness so they are open to His wrath. But 

God waits for children of wrath to repent, like 

the father of the prodigal’s son, until they come 

to know His righteousness and return to Him. 

Come on! Isn’t this what God wished for us? 

Yes, this is what God wished for us. But the 

problem is that we cannot return to Him with our 

own efforts. Instead, our efforts make us leave 

God and challenge Him. We often think that God 

takes away everything that makes us happy. We 

think that if we run away from God, we will be 

happy and free. However, even if we run far 
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away from Him, that will never happen. What we 

will find is not happiness but wretchedness. All 

that we can find is the lethargy and fragility of 

our bodies and not freedom.  

 

God does not leave humankind just anywhere; 

He puts them under His judgment without 

exception. But whoever believes in the 

righteousness of God can win His judgment. And 

the believers have come to receive the better 

glory and prosperity instead of His judgment on 

our sins. � 
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Introduction to Romans 

Chapter 2 
 

 

In this world, two groups, the Jews and the 

Christians, believe in God and among these 

people, there are those who believe in Jesus and 

those who do not. God regards the faiths of those 

who do not believe in Jesus as useless. However, 

the most serious problem Christians face is that 

they believe in Jesus somehow but have not yet 

been remitted of their sins. The Apostle Paul 

talks about this theme in Romans chapter 2 not 

only to the Jews and Greeks but also to today’s 

Christians. 

 

 

 

 

The Jews judge others easily 
 

The Apostle Paul reproaches both the Jews 

and Christians who have the same kinds of faiths. 

In Romans 2:1, Paul, saying “O man, whoever 

you are who judge,” reproaches those who are 

intoxicated with the sense of superiority in being 

Jewish or Christian. Even those who have not 

been born again after believing in God know 

what is wrong by the law of consciousness in 

their hearts. That is why they tell others not to 

steal. However, they commit adultery themselves 

and do not keep the Lord’s words, yet guide 

others with God’s commandments while 

professing themselves to be believers of God. 

These are the people, among Jews and Christians, 

who have not been born again.  

Those who believe in God tell others not to 

worship idols or commit murder, boasting that 

they keep the law of God. Therefore, they 
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dishonor God by breaking His laws.  

People who do not know God’s righteousness, 

but believe in Jesus, also say that Jesus is their 

Savior. But their faiths are not based on God’s 

righteousness, so they oppose the true 

righteousness of God that has already blotted out 

all their sins. They themselves do not know that 

they are opposing the true believers in God. We 

can see that many people call themselves 

Christians but reject the gospel that contains 

God’s righteousness, without knowing Jesus’ 

love, or the spiritual circumcision. They claim to 

follow God’s will, but in truth they have not 

accepted Jesus and have crucified Him to the 

Cross on a charge of blasphemy that Jesus 

identified Himself as the Son of God.  

The Apostle Paul said that an outward Jew is 

not a Jew, but an inward Jew is a genuine Jew. 

They claim that they are God’s people and that 

they are a part of God’s nation. But how can the 

Jews believe in God when they have rejected 

Jesus as their Savior? 

The Apostle Paul says, “Circumcision is that 

of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter” 

(Romans 2:29). Those who believe in the 

spiritual circumcision are the true believers in 

God. They are righteous by faith.  

From whom should the believers of God 

receive recognition and praise? They should 

receive it from God. Paul said, “Whose praise is 

not from men but from God” (Romans 2:29). If 

we believe in God’s righteousness, we win His 

praise and receive a reward from Him. If you 

believe in Jesus outwardly yet hold sin in your 

heart, you do not believe in God’s righteousness 

actually; you are only mocking Him. Therefore, 

you will receive the judgment of an unbeliever. 

Who are those who ignore God’s truth? They 

are the people who follow human words more 

seriously than God’s word. They organize 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

76   Introduction to Romans Chapter 2 

 

themselves into various religious sects in 

Christianity and oppose God. They reject and 

stand against the righteousness of God’s 

salvation with their united power. Can you guess 

what kinds of punishments will come down on 

these people? 

 

 

The punishment to those who oppose 

God 
 

Verses 8 and 9 state, “But to those who are 

self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness ─ indignation and wrath, 

tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man 

who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the 

Greek.”  

Tribulation and anguish will come down upon 

each of the souls of mankind who do evil. Here, 

the expression “anguish” is the punishment to be 

received in hell. To those who commit evil, there 

are tribulations and hell’s anguish.  

What kind of a curse do those who reject God 

receive? God brings down fearful judgment upon 

those who reject His love. How do you expect 

those who have opposed God’s love, which 

comes from spiritual circumcision, to live 

peacefully in body and mind? Some people will 

live ruined lives now and after death because 

they deserve God’s wrath. They have opposed 

God’s righteousness and cannot hold true 

satisfaction in their hearts. They do not know the 

love that comes from spiritual circumcision; even 

when they go to church confessing that they 

believe in Jesus, they still suffer from not having 

their sins remitted.  

You cannot know this secret just because you 

believe in Jesus. Only those who believe in 

God’s righteousness know it. Be advised you 

wrong believers in God that you should 
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understand and believe in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit, which is God’s righteousness. 

Then you will be able to free yourselves from the 

suffering curse.  

If a man says that he has sin in his heart even 

when he believes in Jesus, it means that he 

believes in the wrong way and has to believe in 

the true gospel that bestows God’s righteousness. 

No matter in what denomination people believe 

in Jesus, if they claim to believe in Him 

somehow, yet hold sin in their hearts, they are 

committing the sin of ignoring God’s 

righteousness. What is the right result of 

believing in God? If you believe in Jesus as your 

Savior in truth, you will surely be sinless. 

However, if you have sin in your heart even after 

believing in Jesus, it means that you have not 

fully understood God’s righteousness.  

 

The Lord who saved all the sinners from their 

sins has already come in flesh, saved the sinners, 

and become the Savior of all believers. Then, can 

a person who truly believes in the water and the 

Holy Spirit have sin? The person should not have 

sin if he/she truly believes in God’s righteousness 

from the moment he/she first believes in Jesus. 

But it is because he/she ignores God’s 

righteousness while believing in Jesus somehow 

that his/her heart comes to have sin.  

Therefore, you have to give up your 

stubbornness right now. “I have believed in Jesus 

wrongly! Then in what way should I know Jesus 

and believe? I have come to understand that the 

Cross is important in believing Jesus, but His 

baptism is also very essential. Now I come to 

understand that Jesus was crucified on the Cross 

and received vicarious judgment because He 

took over all the sins of the world through the 

baptism.” You have to realize these truths and 

believe them. 
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Those who remain stubborn against the Lord 

will receive God’s retribution in accordance. The 

result is being put into the fires of hell. That is 

why Matthew 7:22 states, “Many will say to Me 

in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 

in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and 

done many wonders in Your name?’” When the 

Lord comes again, those who do not believe in 

God’s righteousness and have sins in their hearts 

while outwardly pretending to believe in Jesus 

will be judged before God. They will say to the 

Lord, “Have I not believed in You well? Have I 

not cast out demons in Your name and spoken in 

tongues? Have I not served You, Lord?” 

However, the Lord will say, “Depart from Me, 

you who practice lawlessness (this indicates 

those who do not believe in God’s 

righteousness)! How can you say that you 

believe in Me when you do not believe that I 

have blotted out all of your sins by receiving 

baptism and dying on the Cross? Liar, you shall 

enter the eternal burning fire. Your sin is that of a 

false prophet and have led many people to hell.” 

Those who do not believe in His righteousness 

and give up their stubbornness will receive God’s 

fearful wrath.  

 

The biggest example of this kind of faith is of 

the Jews, and they still remain stubborn before 

God. To this day, they do not believe in God’s 

righteousness through Jesus Christ. Even among 

the Protestants, there are so many stubborn 

Christians who say that their daily sins can be 

forgiven every time they offer prayers of 

repentance. These people should give up their 

stubbornness of not believing in God’s 

righteousness in order to avoid His indignation. 

Does Jesus forgive those for their self-crimes 

whenever they repent and pray for His 

forgiveness everyday? He doesn’t. John the 
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Baptist, who was the last High Priest of the Old 

Testament and the representative of all mankind, 

baptized Jesus 2000 years ago and He shed blood 

on the Cross. For thus, He fulfilled the 

righteousness of God and blotted out all of 

mankind’s sins at once. 

Where did Jesus take over our sins? Jesus 

burdened himself of all the sins of mankind all at 

once when He was baptized by John at the 

Jordan River. He also saved the believers 

eternally from sin by going up the Golgotha to 

shed blood on the Cross and receive vicarious 

judgment for all the sins. But all the Christian-

sinners are still stubborn and do not believe in 

God’s righteousness. If their hearts have already 

been cleansed of all sins by the blood on the 

Cross, then why do they have to ask for 

forgiveness for their sins until they pass away? 

They are being stubborn. Jesus’ blood on the 

Cross is important, but Jesus’ baptism received 

from John is also so important that people should 

believe and have their sins forgiven in one time 

in order to obtain God’s righteousness.  

Everyone is stubborn! But before God, you 

should give up your stubbornness of rejecting 

His righteousness. Those who believe in God 

should obey and believe in His words. I am also 

a very stubborn person, but I gave up my 

stubbornness before God and became righteous 

by His grace. 

 

True repentance is giving up one’s 

stubbornness and receiving the remission of sins 

by accepting the righteousness of God in mind. 

After being forgiven, we have to change our 

wrong ways and acknowledge our mistakes, 

trying to live better lives spiritually in front of 

God. The latter is the repentance in actual life of 

a born-again saint.  

Those who believe in Jesus, yet do not know 
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God’s righteousness will be destroyed. These 

people should give up their stubborn ways, 

repent, and believe in the baptism and the Cross 

of Jesus for the remission of their sins (Acts 

3:19). The Lord gave us this commandment in 

order for us to receive the remission of sins in 

one time by believing in His righteousness. We 

have to listen to God and listen to His words so 

that we can be perfectly righteous people and be 

forgiven for all our sins at once by believing in 

the truth that Jesus atoned all our sins through 

His baptism and crucifixion. When a person 

believes in God’s righteousness, he/she will be 

forgiven for all sin and receive the Holy Spirit as 

a gift. All the Apostles and disciples of Jesus 

believed in God’s righteousness and received the 

remission of sins in one time. You, too, should 

not be stubborn before the truth. You should be 

stubborn at the right times. If you do not 

understand the spiritual circumcision well, you 

have to learn and believe it. It would not do to 

remain stubborn. You have to repent and believe. 

People reject the truth and mock it without 

knowing the truth of spiritual circumcision. 

“That is wrong! How can a person become 

righteous when he commits sins everyday? You 

know, God just calls the believers in Jesus 

righteous even though they are still sinful. It is 

the Doctrine of Justification. You are not called 

righteous because you really do not have any sin 

in your heart.” However, you should know it is a 

very erroneous teaching. 

 

In the Bible, God said that through the gospel 

of spiritual circumcision that gives us the 

remission of sins, “I have blotted out all of your 

sins. You are sinless now. Because I have taken 

over all of your sins, you are righteous.” “Do you 

believe in My righteousness? If you believe in 

the words of the spiritual circumcision, then you 
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are one of My people and you are sinless.” God 

talks about His complete deliverance, but 

nominal Christians slander and mock the born-

again Christians who believe in spiritual 

circumcision. They say, “How can a person 

become righteous when he/she commits sins 

ceaselessly? You can call a person ‘as sinless’ 

only through the Doctrine of Justification. How 

can we think of a person as really sinless? A 

person cannot help but sin every day.” They 

slander like this and remain stubborn because 

they do not believe in the righteousness of God.  

But God gives eternal lives to those who are 

patient in doing good. Those who seek glory, 

honor, and immortality by patient continuance in 

doing good will become God’s children, but 

those who do not do so will receive punishment. 

Everyone wants to become a child of God and 

live eternal life. Jesus gives eternal lives to those 

who earnestly want to live forever and have 

sinless lives.  

“What I truly want Lord is to believe in the 

remission of sin through the spiritual 

circumcision so that I may live a life without 

anything shameful in my conscience. I want to 

become Your child. I want to believe in Your 

righteousness and make You happy. I want to 

become sinless. Please save me from all my 

sins.” To those who seek God’s righteous 

salvation and wishes to be forgiven for all their 

sins, God listens to all of their wishes and 

forgives all of their sins by giving them the 

gospel of God’s righteousness. To those who 

want to live eternally, God gives eternal life.  

 

 

What is the spiritual circumcision? 
 

It means the remission of sins accomplished 

through Jesus’ baptism and His blood on the 
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Cross. The blood of the Lamb is the vicarious 

judgment and Jesus’ baptism from John means 

that the sins of the world were passed onto Jesus. 

Even today, Christianity cannot ignore the Old 

Testament because then, it cannot believe in the 

New Testament. In the Scriptures, we can find 

that the spiritual circumcision and the blood of 

the lamb at the Passover ritual are closely related. 

In 1 John 5:6, it says that Jesus came “not 

only by water, but by water and blood.” Jesus did 

not come only by water or by blood, but by both. 

You have to believe in the spiritual circumcision 

contained in the words of the water, the blood, 

and the Spirit in order to be delivered from all 

your sins. 

Reading Exodus chapter 12, I had some 

questions about the spiritual circumcision. What 

does Exodus chapter 12 mean? I looked carefully 

into the entire chapter and all the related passages 

in the Bible again and again. And I came to 

realize that the Israelites were able to participate 

in the Passover Feast because they had received 

circumcision and in the New Testament, it said 

that Jesus did not simply shed blood on the Cross, 

but shed blood because He was baptized by John. 

 

God told the Israelites two ordinances for the 

lawful Passover Feast: to receive circumcision 

previously and then to eat the meat of the 

Passover lamb. This was the spiritual 

circumcision of the Old Testament! In the New 

Testament, it said that our sins were passed onto 

Jesus by John’s baptism and that He shed blood 

on the Cross. I found out that accepting these 

facts resulted in the truth of receiving the 

spiritual circumcision. Jesus Christ was baptized 

by John at the Jordan; that is how He burdened 

the world’s sins and why He had to die on the 

Cross to receive judgment in our place.  

You can experience the salvation from all the 
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sins and iniquities by accepting this truth in your 

heart. For a person to receive salvation from all 

sin, he/she needs to believe in God’s 

righteousness, which can give us the spiritual 

circumcision. People need to realize this truth. 

You readers have to perceive the truth that the 

spiritual circumcision in the Old Testament and 

the baptism of Jesus in the New Testament form 

a pair when concerning the remission of sins. 

Jesus did not receive judgment because He had 

sinned, but He died on the Cross for mankind 

because He had been baptized and borne the sins 

of the world with His body. This is the faith of 

those who have received the spiritual 

circumcision. 

Those who believe in God’s righteousness 

through the spiritual circumcision have no sin 

because they truly believe in Jesus. I pity those 

who believe in Jesus somehow, yet have not 

received the spiritual circumcision from God. 

They have to believe in the truth that Jesus took 

over all the sins of the world when John baptized 

Him.  

Unfortunately, most Christians believe only in 

the Cross and not Jesus’ baptism. Thus, they do 

not have the faith of believing in God’s 

righteousness. We have to know that we must 

believe what God has told us in the Scriptures.  

 

We have to tear down no matter what 

doctrines and teachings of theologians, and only 

believe in God’s words that will lead us to His 

righteousness. This is because words without His 

righteousness are not truly God’s words. The 

gospel without the spiritual circumcision is not 

complete. That is why in the Bible, God spoke so 

frequently about the circumcision in the Old 

Testament and the baptism of Jesus in the New 

Testament. In other words, it talks about the 

circumcision and the blood of the Passover lamb 
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in the Old Testament in parallel with Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood in the New Testament. We 

have to believe in this truth to receive the 

spiritual circumcision. However, if we do not 

believe in this truth, we will be set aside from 

God’s Kingdom. 

Is God’s righteousness fulfilled only by His 

blood on the Cross? This is not so. God’s 

righteousness was completed both by Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood on the Cross. So, we 

received the spiritual circumcision in our hearts 

not only by His bloodshed on the Cross, but by 

the baptism He received from John. The spiritual 

circumcision can be possible for us since Jesus 

actually blotted out all our sins through His 

baptism and His atoning death on the Cross.  

 

 

 

 

Circumcision means to cut out 
 

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ would receive the vicarious judgment for 

our sins by being wounded and bruised. 

Therefore, there is something we should know 

before we go on. Why did Christ have to be 

crucified on the Cross?  

In the Old Testament, a sinner had to lay 

his/her hands on a sacrificial lamb to pass on the 

sins and then had to kill the lamb. Then, the 

priest took some of the blood of the sin offering 

with his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of 

the burnt offering, and poured the rest of its 

blood at the base of the altar (Leviticus 4:27-30). 

A sinner of the Old Testament Age could be 

remitted of his/her sins this way. Then wouldn’t 

Jesus, who came as the Lamb of God (John 1:29) 

to save us from our sins, had to have had hands 

laid on His head as in the Old Testament in order 
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to take all of mankind’s sins? 

Then, when and how did the Lord take the sins 

of the world? Is that not shown in Matthew 13-17, 

where John baptized Jesus at the Jordan? This is 

as in Leviticus of the Old Testament where it 

continuously says the sinner “shall lay his hand 

on the head of the sin offering” (Leviticus 1:4, 

3:8, 4:29) to pass on the sins. The High Priest in 

the Old Testament had to lay his hands on the 

head of the lamb and pass on his and all the 

Israelites’ sins (Leviticus 16:21). Then, he took 

some of its blood and put it on the horns of the 

altar of burnt offering and poured its remaining 

blood at the base of the altar. They received the 

remission of sins this way.  

In a way like this, our remission of sins was 

made possible by Jesus’ baptism from John and 

His blood on the Cross. This was God’s 

righteousness and the spiritual circumcision that 

God wanted to give us within the Bible. 

Therefore, we who believe in God’s 

righteousness had our sins cut off by Jesus’ 

baptism from John and His blood on the Cross. 

When we perceive the meaning of Jesus’ baptism 

in the New Testament in relation to the 

circumcision in the Old Testament, we come to 

believe in God’s righteousness and we truly 

come to receive the spiritual circumcision in our 

hearts. 

 

 

The true spiritual circumcision in the 

New Testament 
 

Let us see Matthew 3:13-15. “Then Jesus 

came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 

baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, 

saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You 

coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to 

him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting 
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for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he 

allowed Him.”  

John the Baptist baptized Jesus at the Jordan. 

He laid his hands upon Jesus’ head and baptized 

him. (To baptize, ‘baptizo’ in Greek, means to 

immerse or to submerge under water.) 

In order for Jesus to die on the Cross for our 

sins, He first had to take our sins through the 

baptism. So, He was baptized by John first, and 

then submerged under water. Why was He 

baptized? It was because when He was baptized, 

all of God’s righteousness could be fulfilled. It 

was just and fitting that He took mankind’s sins 

through baptism and that He became our God 

and Savior. It was very suitable for Jesus to die 

on the Cross bearing all our sins on His body 

through His baptism.  

The first thing Jesus ever did in His public life 

was to receive baptism. Baptism, ‘baptisma’ in 

Greek, implies “to wash, to bury, to transfer and 

to pass over.” In the Old Testament, the 10th day 

of the seventh month was the Day of Atonement 

of the Israelites, and Aaron laid his hands upon 

the sacrificial lamb to pass on all of the sins of 

the Israelites. Of the two goats, one was offered 

to God and the other was made as an offering for 

atonement in front of the Israelites (Leviticus 16). 

In the New Testament, Jesus received all of our 

sins by being baptized by John.  

On the next day of His baptism, John pointed 

his finger at Him and said, “Behold! The Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 

1:29) 

 

You have to admit that the spiritual 

circumcision is not possible only by the faith in 

His blood.  

Let us see starting from 1 John 5:4. “For 

whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the 
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world ─ our faith. Who is he who overcomes the 

world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God? This is He who came by water and blood 

─ Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water 

and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, 

because the Spirit is truth. For there are three 

that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, 

and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And 

there are three that bear witness on earth: the 

Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three 

agree as one. If we receive the witness of men, 

the witness of God is greater; for this is the 

witness of God which He has testified of His Son. 

He who believes in the Son of God has the 

witness in himself; he who does not believe God 

has made Him a liar, because he has not believed 

the testimony that God has given of His Son. And 

this is the testimony: that God has given us 

eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who 

has the Son has life; he who does not have the 

Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:4-12). 

What is the proof of the spiritual 

circumcision? It is the faith of believing both in 

Jesus’ baptism and His blood as our salvation. 

The victory that has overcome the world is the 

water and the blood. “This is He who came by 

water and blood ─ Jesus Christ; not only by 

water, but also by blood. And it is the Spirit who 

bears witness because the Spirit is truth. And 

there are three that bear witness on the earth: the 

Spirit, the water, and the blood.” These witnesses, 

that show God is our God and our Savior, 

testifies that God came to earth in human flesh, 

took all of our sins unto His body through His 

baptism, shed blood on the Cross on our behalf, 

and thus delivered us from all our sins.  

 

In the New Testament, the gospel of the 

spiritual circumcision consists of the water and 

the blood. In the New Testament, the water is the 
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baptism Jesus received from John and the blood 

means His death on the Cross. Jesus’ baptism is 

the counterpart to the circumcision in the Old 

Testament. Jesus’ baptism from John is proof that 

our sins have been passed onto Him by it. Those 

who believe in the truth will be able to stand in 

front of God and say, “God, you are my Savior. I 

believe in Your righteousness, therefore, I have 

no sin. I am your flawless child and You are my 

God.” What is the basis in the Scriptures that 

let’s you confidently shout in this way? It is the 

faith in Jesus’ baptism and His blood on the 

Cross, which constitute God’s righteousness. 

Accepting God’s righteousness as my 

righteousness cannot be possible only by Christ’s 

blood. Both His baptism and blood create it. 

Let us look at the passage about the 

indispensability of Jesus’ baptism in our 

salvation. 1 Peter 3:21 is the proof of this truth. 

“There is also an antitype which now saves us ─ 

baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, 

but the answer of a good conscience toward 

God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

The Apostle Peter is now talking about the 

doubtless evidence of our salvation. Jesus’ 

baptism is the circumcision in the Old Testament. 

Do you understand? As the Israelites cut off their 

foreskins for circumcision in the Old Testament, 

in the New Testament, Jesus was baptized by 

John and took all the sins of the world, enabling 

us to receive the spiritual circumcision. The 

baptism and the blood on the Cross created 

God’s righteousness. The spiritual circumcision 

and the baptism mean the same thing. You have 

to understand that Jesus’ baptism implies the 

spiritual circumcision to all of us. 

 

“There is also an antitype which now saves us 

─ baptism.” How do we receive God’s 

righteousness? By believing that Jesus was 
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baptized and died on the Cross for our sins. 

Matthew 3:15 states, “For thus it is fitting for us 

to fulfill all righteousness.” Because all of 

mankind’s sins have passed onto Jesus’ head, 

sinners’ sins are blotted out absolutely. Every 

sinner becomes righteous by believing in Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood. Jesus Christ shed the 

blood of judgment on the Cross after bearing all 

the sins of the world; all of mankind’s sins were 

atoned this way. Believing that Jesus took over 

the world’s sins by being baptized and that He 

received vicarious judgment on behalf of us is to 

have faith in the truth that will bring God’s 

righteousness to believers. Believe in this truth. 

John 1:29 states, “Behold! The Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.” Jesus is 

God’s Son and as our Creator, He fulfilled His 

promise of circumcision by taking all sinners’ 

sins. This is the true faith that brings in our hearts 

the spiritual circumcision, which is God’s 

righteousness. Jesus is our true righteousness. We 

must thank Jesus. We must thank Him for His 

baptism and blood that enables us to receive the 

spiritual circumcision.  

1 Peter 3:21 continues, “Not the removal of 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 

conscience toward God.” A person’s filth of the 

flesh is not removed just because he/she believes 

in Jesus as his/her real Savior. You can receive 

the remission of sins by believing that all your 

sins have been passed onto Jesus by His baptism 

and His blood shed on the Cross. Receiving the 

remission of sins by confessing Jesus as your 

Savior occurs in your heart. It takes place in the 

believer’s heart. If you believe in the Savior with 

your heart, you will be remitted of your sins, 

while your flesh is still filthy and commits 

iniquities everyday; but there is no sin. You 

receive God’s righteousness by believing that 

when Jesus was baptized, all of the sins were 
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passed on to Jesus and that there are no more sins 

in your heart.  

 

 

You have to believe in the truth to 

make it yours 
 

In John 1:12, it says, “But as many as received 

Him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, to those who believe in His 

name.”  

What words have you received and accepted? 

You have to accept the things that were done by 

God’s Son. What was God’s work? God’s Son 

came to earth in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 

when He was thirty, He got baptized to take all of 

mankind’s sins and gave us the spiritual 

circumcision so that our sins would be blotted 

out. Then He died on the Cross as the Lamb of 

God and made atonement for us. The Lord 

became the eternal sin offering for all sinners and 

saved us eternally. This is true faith. We become 

righteous by believing in this truth.  

Can we receive the spiritual circumcision only 

by Christ’s blood? No, we cannot. Jesus’ baptism 

cut out the sins from us and the judgment He 

received on the Cross by shedding blood for the 

sinners was the vicarious judgment for you and 

me. We are saved from sin and are exempt from 

judgment because we believe in the gospel of 

God’s righteousness, that is, the gospel of Jesus’ 

baptism and blood on the Cross. Receiving Jesus 

as the Savior can blot out all the sins in a sinner’s 

heart. Receive the spiritual circumcision in your 

hearts. Then, the righteousness of God will 

become yours.  
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True spiritual circumcision should 

take place in the heart 
 

In Romans chapter 2, the Apostle Paul says, 

“Circumcision is that of the heart.” How do you 

circumcise yourself in your heart? This is 

possible by believing that Jesus Christ came to 

earth in human flesh, that He was baptized to 

take all “the sins of the world,” that He died 

shedding blood on the Cross, and that He 

resurrected again to be our eternal Savior. The 

Apostle Paul said that circumcision should be 

done in the heart, and you can be circumcised in 

your heart by believing in Jesus’ baptism. If you 

want to receive the spiritual circumcision in your 

heart, believe in Jesus’ baptism. Then, you will 

truly become one of God’s children. Righteous is 

the person who believes that Jesus’ baptism and 

blood delivered him/her from all his/her sins. 

Amen.  

Until He was 29 years old, Jesus lived a 

private life supporting His family, but when He 

became 30, He started living His public life. 

During His public life, He blotted out all of 

mankind’s sins and delivered all the sinners from 

their sins. The first thing He did was to receive 

baptism in order to deliver the sinners from their 

sins and make them righteous. “Then Jesus came 

from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 

by him” (Matthew 3:13). Why did Jesus try to be 

baptized? We have to know that He did this in 

order to take all the sinner’s sins. We must not 

misunderstand the true meaning of His baptism. 

Baptism is to wash away sins by transferring 

them. That is why Jesus, in order to take sinners’ 

sins, asked John to baptize Him.  

 

Who is this John who baptized Jesus? John is 

the representative of all mankind. This is 

explained well in Matthew 11:11-14. “Assuredly, 
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I say to you, among those born of women there 

has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; 

but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he. And from the days of John the 

Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 

violence, and the violent take it by force. For all 

the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 

And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah 

who is to come.”  

Starting from the days of John the Baptist, the 

age of God’s Covenant ended. This is because 

Jesus, the Person who was to fulfill His promises, 

had come. Then, who were the persons that were 

to fulfill the promises in the Old Testament? 

They were Jesus and John the Baptist. John the 

Baptist passed the sins onto Jesus. John the 

Baptist was the last prophet in the Old Testament 

who was sent to pass all the sins onto God’s 

Lamb, who came in the New Testament. John did 

this task by laying his hands on Jesus’ head 

according to the lawful way established in the 

sacrificial system. All the sins of the world were 

cut off and transferred onto Jesus when He was 

baptized. “For thus,” God gave the spiritual 

circumcision in all the hearts of mankind.  

Hold fast Jesus’ baptism and His blood as your 

atonement. Jesus has already taken all of the sins 

of the world and has also born all of the 

judgment. The gospel of God’s righteousness is 

the truth that Jesus was baptized and shed blood 

to atone all our sins. Now, we can receive the 

remission of sins just by accepting God’s 

righteousness in our hearts. If you receive it, you 

will be able to enter “the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” 

There are people who already know of God’s 

righteousness and those who do not and are still 

outside of Jesus Christ. The sun is going to set. 

Believe in Jesus’ baptism and enter Him. The 

faith of believing in the baptism will become 
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your oil prepared for the wedding feast. I hope 

you know the secret so that you can prepare the 

oil for the lamp to meet our second coming Lord 

Jesus just by believing in Jesus’ baptism and His 

blood on the Cross.  

Jesus received baptism so that He would blot 

out everyone’s sins. Jesus is the Son of God and 

God Himself. He is our Creator. He came to the 

earth with His Father’s will in order to adopt us 

as God’s children. Who do all the prophecies in 

the Old Testament talk about? They prophesy 

about Jesus. They were prophecies about how He 

would come to earth and take over our sins and 

eliminate them. As the prophecies in the Old 

Testament said, Jesus came to earth about 2000 

years ago and took over all of our sins by being 

baptized. He had borne all of mankind’s sins, 

starting from Adam and Eve, down to the last 

person.  

Receive the spiritual circumcision in your 

hearts. “Circumcision is that of the heart” 

(Romans 2:29). When you believe in Jesus’ 

baptism, you will automatically receive the 

circumcision of the heart. Circumcision of the 

heart means the elimination of the sins in our 

hearts when we acknowledge that all the sins 

were passed onto Jesus by His baptism. Have 

you received the circumcision of the heart? By 

believing in the circumcision in the heart, “all the 

sins will be cleansed by faith.”  

 

 

Do you really accept the truth of the  

spiritual circumcision in your heart? 
 

It has been about 2000 years since Jesus came 

to earth, was baptized and died on the Cross. We 

should only accept this fact and receive it in our 

hearts today. “Circumcision is that of the heart.” 

We can receive circumcision in our minds and 
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hearts by faith in the truth. We all have received 

deliverance by believing in God’s righteousness. 

Even if God’s judgment on earth comes, we will 

not be afraid. Those who believe in God’s 

righteousness do not receive God’s judgment. 

God’s judgment falls upon those who have not 

accepted God’s righteousness in their hearts.  

Why do Christians today believe in Jesus, yet 

go astray? Why do they live in agony? It is 

because they believe only in Jesus’ blood for 

their salvation. Now you should admit that you 

have inflicted God with your stubbornness and 

return to the truth that Jesus took all of our sins 

by being baptized at the Jordan. Then, the 

spiritual circumcision will take place in your 

heart. 

If you believe both in Jesus’ baptism and His 

blood, the spiritual circumcision will take place 

in your heart and you will not receive God’s 

judgment, but become one of His children. God 

will become your God and you will become one 

of His people. If there are those among you who 

believe in Jesus but are dependent only on Jesus’ 

blood, I would like to ask you a question. Is our 

spiritual circumcision and God’s righteousness 

only by the blood of the Cross? Our salvation is 

completed not by the blood only, but by Jesus’ 

baptism, His blood and the Spirit.  

 

 

God’s righteousness attained by 

being united with Christ 
 

Let us study Romans 6:3-8. “Or do you not 

know that as many of us as were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 

we also should walk in newness of life. For if we 
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have been united together in the likeness of His 

death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness 

of His resurrection, Knowing this, that our old 

man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has 

been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, 

we believe that we shall also live with Him.” 

 

Verse 5 states, “For if we have been united 

together in the likeness of His death, certainly we 

also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.” 

The Bible says that the wages of sin is death, that 

is, whoever has sin will perish and go to hell. Did 

not all of you have sin before believing in the 

truth of Jesus Christ completely? ─ Yes. ─ Even 

if you have the slightest amount of sin, you will 

go to hell and receive the judgment of “the lake 

of fire burning with brimstone” (Revelation 21:8). 

If we were to pay the wages of our own sins, 

which is death, we would never be able to be 

saved from sin at all. So, God sent Jesus Christ to 

this earth and passed all the sins to Him and 

judged Him instead of us. 

God saved us all because He loved us so much. 

God the Father sent His only begotten Son to the 

world, passed all the sins of the world onto His 

Son through the baptism, and crucified Him with 

nails so that He would shed blood to atone all the 

sins. Believing in this is being united with Jesus. 

The wages for sin is death. We all had sins in our 

hearts and were supposed to go to hell because of 

those sins. But instead of us, who were destined 

to go to hell, Jesus took care of the sins in the 

Jordan by being baptized and punished 

vicariously on the Cross. Thus, His death became 

our deaths because His baptism took away all our 

sins. This is the faith of uniting with Christ. 

 

Many people still believe in Jesus in the 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

96   Introduction to Romans Chapter 2 

 

“religious” way. They go to church and shed 

tears while confessing their sins, asking for 

forgiveness. Stop doing that right now and 

believe in God’s righteousness, and you will gain 

the peace from God in your heart. Jesus was 

baptized and died on the Cross in order to save 

us, and I hope you believe in this gospel.  

God taught us through Moses about the 

remission of sins. Moses accepted God’s 

command that he go to Egypt to deliver the 

Israelites, His people. So, he went to Egypt with 

his wife and child on a donkey. That night, God’s 

messenger appeared and tried to kill Moses. Then, 

his wife Zipporah, hastily took a sharp stone and 

cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at 

Moses’ feet, and said, “Surely you are a husband 

of blood to me!” (Exodus 4:25) 

The truth in this passage is like this. Even 

Moses’ son would not have been considered as 

one of God’s people if he had not yet received 

circumcision; therefore, God was going to kill 

him. God said that the Israelites would not be 

considered His people if they had not been 

circumcised. The circumcision in the Old 

Testament was a sign of being one of God’s 

people. God had to make Moses realize this. So, 

Moses’ wife quickly cut off her son’s foreskin 

and threw it saying, “Surely you are a husband of 

blood to me!” God tried to kill Moses because of 

his son’s uncircumcision.  

Even if a person were Abraham’s descendant, 

he would be cut off from the Israelites if he 

hadn’t been circumcised. Only the circumcised 

could eat the meat of the Passover lamb and 

strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the 

blood of the lamb. Like this, only the spiritually 

circumcised can participate in the Holy 

Communion. Those without this faith can never 

enter God’s righteousness and therefore, will not 

be able to participate in God’s glory. 
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The Apostle Paul was a Jew. He was 

circumcised when he was eight days old and 

brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. He was 

proficient in the Old Testament. So, Paul 

understood well as to why Jesus Christ had been 

baptized at the Jordan River and why He had to 

die on the Cross. Therefore he could preach the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit in much 

assurance. That is why he said, “Circumcision is 

that of the heart” (Romans 2:29).  

Of course, the Apostle Paul talked more 

frequently about Jesus’ death on the Cross. Why? 

Because even if Jesus performed our spiritual 

circumcision of taking our sins; if He had not 

been sacrificed on the Cross, in other words, if 

He had not received judgment, we could not have 

been saved. That is why Paul spoke about the 

Cross more frequently. You have to keep in mind 

that the Cross is the conclusion and completion 

of our spiritual circumcision. However, most 

Christians today do not have the slightest idea of 

the causality between Jesus’ baptism and His 

death on the Cross, and thus are doomed to hell. 

If the power of faith in the spiritual circumcision 

had been passed on well through generations, 

today’s Christianity would not have been this 

way.  

 

Some people are very grateful when they first 

meet Jesus, but they become disappointed at their 

immutable infirmities and become worse sinners 

as time passes by. Ten years may pass after first 

believing in Jesus, but they may have become 

worse sinners. Can they be sinners even after 

believing in Jesus? They sing the hymn just in 

words. 

“♪Weeping will not save me! ♫ Though my 

face were bathed in tears, ♫ That could not allay 

my fears, ♫ Could not wash the sin of years! ♫ 

Weeping will not save me! … ♪Faith in Christ 
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will save me! ♫ Let me trust thy weeping Son, 

♪Trust the work that He has done; ♪To His arms, 

Lord help me run: ♪Faith in Christ will save me. 

♫”  

They sing, “Weeping will not save me. Faith 

in Christ will save me.” But, that’s in word only. 

They pray shedding tears every time they sin. 

“God, please forgive me. If you forgive me this 

time, I will be good from now on.” When a 

Christian sins, he/she confesses, cries and asks 

for forgiveness, and then feels better. But a 

person who repeats this for years becomes more 

sinful in his/her heart than when he/she first 

believed in Jesus ten years before. That person 

regretfully asks the question, “Why did I believe 

in Jesus so early? I should have believed in Him 

when I turned 80, or just before my last breath. I 

believed too early.” It is because he/she was 

supposed to live according to God’s will, but 

didn’t.  

To every person’s sin, there must be a 

judgment. That is why Jesus was baptized and 

judged on the Cross, shedding His precious 

blood so that He could save us from our sins. He 

arose again from the dead in three days. God the 

Father raised Jesus to life again. A person who 

believes in the spiritual circumcision can and has 

to live the life of spreading the gospel. Spiritual 

circumcision is the evidence that we have to 

become God’s children and it is God’s 

righteousness. Jesus’ baptism is the evidence that 

our sins have been passed onto Him, and His 

precious blood on the Cross is the evidence that 

He has paid all the wages of our sins by 

receiving the vicarious judgment.  

 

Do you believe in Jesus, yet remain sinful in 

your heart? That is the faith of a heretic. Titus 

3:10 states, “Reject a divisive man after the first 

and second admonition, knowing that such a 
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person is warped and sinning, being self-

condemned.” Those who have heretical faiths are 

self-condemning sinners. They insist that they 

are being sinners even when they are threatened 

with death. They are too stubborn to change their 

misunderstanding. God tells these sinners, “You 

are a heretic. You are a sinner; you are not My 

child and you will enter the eternal fires of hell.”  

Those who believe in Jesus, yet have not 

accepted God’s righteousness, or the spiritual 

circumcision of Jesus’ baptism and blood, are 

heretical Christians and the great sinners who 

cannot but confess their sinfulness before God. 

Sinners who do not believe in Jesus’ 

righteousness cannot enter His Kingdom. 

Those who have become righteous after 

believing in Jesus have the evidence of receiving 

the spiritual circumcision in their hearts. The 

following are the evidences: Jesus is God who 

came in a flesh of a man, and He was baptized 

and shed blood on the Cross. Jesus came to the 

earth and was baptized by John the Baptist in 

order to take the sins of the world; He received 

judgment on the Cross to make perfect the faiths 

of those who believe in the spiritual circumcision. 

He resurrected from the dead in three days and 

became our living Savior. This is the very correct 

salvation of God’s righteousness that is not only 

by the blood, but by the water, the blood and the 

Holy Spirit. These are the conclusive evidences 

of the spiritual circumcision that bears witness to 

His perfect salvation of us. 

 

My dear Christians, accept in your hearts that 

our salvation was not made possible only by 

Jesus’ blood, but by the water, the blood, and the 

Holy Spirit. God has cut off the sins of the world 

and completely eliminated the condemnation 

from us. Not only did He cut off my sins, but 

also the sins of the world, starting from Adam’s 
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to the sins of the last person on earth. He took 

them all with His baptism and blood. Receiving 

the spiritual circumcision will save whoever 

believes in God’s righteousness, which was 

fulfilled by Jesus who came by water and blood.  

All the sins of the world have been cut off by 

Jesus’ baptism from John. Now those who 

believe in the spiritual circumcision cannot have 

sin in their hearts. Jesus rose again among the 

dead and raised our souls that had been lost with 

sin with His righteousness. God is looking for us 

with the gospel of Jesus’ baptism, His blood, and 

the Spirit, and we now can be saved by the 

spiritual circumcision. The spiritual circumcision 

was God’s plan in Jesus even before Creation, for 

those who believe. Now, you who believe in 

God’s righteousness have also received the 

spiritual circumcision. � 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

101   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 2:1-29 

 

Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 2:1-29 

 

 

Those Who Fight against God  

By Forming a Sect  
 

“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, 

whoever you are who judge, for in whatever 

you judge another you condemn yourself; for 

you who judge practice the same things. But 

we know that the judgment of God is 

according to truth against those who practice 

such things. And do you think this, O man, 

you who judge those practicing such things, 

and doing the same, that you will escape the 

judgment of God?” (Romans 2:1-3) 

 

A person who has not been born again of 

water and the Spirit, although he/she believes in 

Jesus, opposes God by forming a religious sect in 

Christianity. Christianity today has denounced 

God’s love of truth and it teaches that believers 

still cannot but carry their daily sins in heart 

although Jesus has made them righteous by 

blotting out the sins of the world. However, those 

who truly follow God in His love of truth believe 

in His righteousness. 

In fact, it is not a denomination or a sect that 

can lead believers to Heaven. Have you ever 

witnessed believers being led to Heaven by a 

specific denomination? Each of us gets saved 

individually only by believing in God’s 

righteousness. We are then allowed to enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven. A sinner attains the right to 

enter Heaven when he/she believes in the 

righteousness of God; by which Jesus has 

forgiven the sins of the world through His 

baptism and blood.  

The gospel in which the righteousness of God 
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is revealed is objective to everyone. God 

searches believers’ souls to see whether they 

truly believe in His righteousness from their 

heart. One must believe that Jesus has resolved 

all of the troublesome sins in the world by the 

baptism He received and His blood.  

Chapter 2 of Romans is the words about the 

people who despise God’s righteousness. 

Legalists think that they are very respectful to 

God. They put an emphasis on their own deeds 

when they should believe in God with their 

hearts. Such people are quick to judge others. 

Similarly, those who believe in Jesus without 

knowing the righteousness of God are also 

behave this way.  

Legalists have no interest in God’s 

righteousness. They cannot receive God’s 

righteousness with their legalistic faith. Not only 

does legalism fight against God’s righteousness, 

but it also makes believers dwell on their own 

righteousness apart from God’s righteousness. 

Therefore, the rage of God will be passed onto 

them. There are many teachers of the law in this 

world who fight against God’s righteousness 

with legalistic faith. The only messages taught to 

members of the church are lawful deeds, which 

put them under the curse of the law. They are 

unable to teach the righteousness of God because 

they do not have a slightest knowledge of it.  

An example of legalistic faith of those who are 

ignorant of God’s righteousness is that the 

legalists try excessively not to buy or sell goods 

on every Lord’s day. Teachers of the law teach 

their congregations only the deeds of the law. 

However, when it comes to the leaders 

themselves, they themselves do not follow their 

own teachings. 

Jews were known to be as such. They judged 

the faith and deeds of the Gentiles by the law. 

They criticized the Gentiles by saying that they 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

103   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 2:1-29 

 

were inferior to beasts by not knowing about 

God and by serving idols. They themselves 

however, also disobeyed the law and rejected the 

righteousness of God. The Jews were the ones 

who judged the Gentiles by the law.  

Nowadays, people may believe Jesus Christ to 

be their Savior, yet those who do not believe in 

the baptism of Jesus and His blood on the Cross 

are similar to the Jews. Because they don’t 

believe in the baptism and blood of Christ that 

contains God’s righteousness.  

 

 

God’s Benevolence is 

The Righteousness of God  
 

“Or do you despise the riches of His 

goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not 

knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 

repentance?” (Romans 2:4) 

 

God’s righteousness refers to the gospel that 

eliminated the sins of this world with the baptism 

Jesus received from John the Baptist and His 

blood simultaneously. We must always know 

about God’s righteousness and believe in it. A 

person cannot believe in Jesus in the proper way 

without knowing His righteousness. If this 

happens, the belief that Jesus is merely the 

Savior is in vain. For this reason, there are few 

who know and believe in the gospel in which 

God’s righteousness is revealed. 

People tend to consider God to be the greatest 

and best Being in all of creation. However, 

nature reveals the goodness of God. The vast 

world around us is great and reveals God’s 

goodness. By breathing in the fresh air God has 

provided, we undoubtedly recognize our absolute 

reliance on His goodness. We realize that God is 
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merciful to us whenever we use the resources 

found on this earth to build houses, make clothes 

and cultivate food.  

God’s righteousness and goodness is revealed 

in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 

eventually in our lives by faith. God’s 

righteousness is not revealed in nature. However, 

God’s righteousness also appears with glory in 

the numerous iniquities of humankind and in 

truth. Depending on whether one knows and 

believes in God’s righteousness or not, what kind 

of person, who ignores the benevolence of God 

or who acknowledges it, is decided.  

God’s righteousness revealed in the gospel is 

immeasurable. Therefore, one should not be 

stubborn in front of God, as Paul mentioned, 

because His righteousness brings freedom from 

sin and peace to all of those who believe in 

God’s righteousness.  

 

God’s forbearance is righteousness 
 

The righteousness of God talked about in the 

passage above is God’s forbearance. It is ironic 

for believers to say they believe in Jesus 

although they do not understand God’s 

righteousness. Many people misunderstand 

God’s goodness, thinking that He forbears their 

sins for a limited time. God’s righteousness is not 

forbearing to punish people for their sins, but 

rather He tolerates sinners to wash their sins 

away with the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

The fact that God’s righteousness is now being 

spread abundantly in this world shows that 

people are still given a chance to be forgiven for 

their sins. God has not passed judgment on us yet 

because He still wants to bestow His 

righteousness on us and because the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, which contains God’s 

righteousness, is still being preached to the entire 
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world. I hope you learn about God’s 

righteousness, and if you have already 

discovered it, you should discard the old faith 

and equip yourselves with a new and heavenly 

faith.  

When people begin to believe in God’s 

righteousness, they discover how great God’s 

forbearance really is. This is because His 

forbearance is the same with His invitation for 

them to receive salvation from their sins by 

believing in His righteousness. 

 

There are three aspects in God’s divinity. One 

is God’s righteousness that appears when He 

bestows the benevolence of salvation on sinners. 

Another is His perseverance that allows for His 

prolonged tolerance. The last is His forbearance 

that prevents Him from quickly sending down 

punishments. 

His righteousness provides sinners with 

concrete salvation from their sins. Next, His 

longsuffering lets Him tolerate human sins for an 

extended time. Finally, His forbearance permits 

Him to endure until His gift is spread to all 

humankind. 

 

‘God’s perseverance’ means that God has been 

patient for a long time so that He may fulfill the 

forgiveness of human sins. It is amazing how 

God has been patient with this world for such an 

extensive period of time! Though people do not 

fear God in all aspects and commit sin, His 

patience has not worn out. God’s law gets 

downtrodden and His name also gets trampled on. 

However, did you know that the reason God does 

not hastily punish those who reprimand Him is 

because He has given the gospel of His 

righteousness to this world?  

The gospel of God’s righteousness is truly 

amazing. Christian-religionists are committing 
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various sins under the sacred name of Christ. 

Why does God just let them be? Why doesn’t He 

pass His righteous rage onto them and put an end 

to their spiteful deeds? There is only one answer 

to this. It is because God has planned to wash 

away all their sins by revealing His righteousness 

in this world. 
 

 

Believe in the righteousness of God 

revealed in the gospel 
 

All people are faced with a crossroad. One 

road leads to the salvation from sin by faith in 

God’s righteousness, which is talked about in the 

gospel. The other road leads to resistance, which 

disgraces God’s mercy. 

On which road will you travel? Are you going 

to receive salvation from sin by believing in the 

gospel of God’s righteousness or are you going 

to resist the gospel of God’s righteousness? You 

may resist God. You may also fight against God’s 

righteousness with your own righteousness. 

However, why would you do something like 

that? Doing so would be equivalent to refusing 

God’s righteousness because you do not wish to 

receive salvation from sin.  

Then why on earth do people disbelieve in 

God’s righteousness? It is because they want to 

establish their own righteousness. God is good. 

God created us looking forward to a good 

outcome. Furthermore, He gave us the gospel of 

His righteousness. He has given us all His glory 

and benevolence. “For of Him and through Him 

and to Him are all things, to whom be glory 

forever. Amen” (Romans 11:36). We can be saved 

from all sin by knowing His righteousness and 

just believing in Him. 
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God’s Righteousness  

Was Revealed to Us Like This 
 

Matthew 3:13-17 contains the gospel that 

reveals God’s righteousness. Let’s focus on verse 

15 especially. “But Jesus answered and said to 

him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting 

for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

allowed Him” (Matthew 3:15). 

 

The way God’s righteousness was fulfilled 

was “for thus.” What this means is that it was 

most fitting for Jesus to go through the task of 

getting baptized by John and thereby to take the 

sins of all the people in this world onto Him. It is 

very clear by looking at what Jesus said to John 

in Matthew 3:15 that Jesus took away all our sins 

through the baptism. The word ‘for thus’ is 

‘houto’ in Greek, which means ‘in this manner’ 

or ‘no other way besides this.’ This word shows 

that Jesus irreversibly took the sins of humankind 

onto Him through the baptism He received from 

John. 

 

What was the reason Jesus received the 

baptism from John? Jesus had to be baptized by 

John the Baptist, the representative of humankind, 

in order to take away the sins of the world all 

together. Just as the High Priest in the Old 

Testament passed the sins of the Israelites onto 

the sin offering by laying his hands on its head 

(Leviticus 16:20-22), Jesus had to be baptized by 

John to take the sins of the world onto Him.  

John the Baptist who baptized Jesus was the 

greatest person among those born of women 

(Matthew 11:11). By being the representative of 

mankind, he carried out the job of passing the 

sins of the world onto Jesus. 

Matthew 11:12 states, “And from the days of 
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John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 

suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” 

This verse indicates that Jesus had to be baptized 

by John the Baptist in order to take the sins of the 

world onto Him. Jesus carried out the ministry of 

taking all the sins of humankind upon Himself. 

Similar to the sin offering of the Old Testament 

that allowed the High Priest’s hands on its head 

to take away all the sins of the Israelites, Jesus 

was baptized by John to fulfill God’s 

righteousness through taking the sins of the 

world. Jesus also went to the Cross and was 

judged for the sins of the world in the New 

Testament (Matthew 3:15-17, 1 Peter 3:21, 

Galatians 3:27). 

 

This is undoubtedly right (Matthew 3:15, 

Leviticus 16:25-27). The word “for thus” also 

indicates that Jesus was able to take the sins of 

the world onto Him only by being baptized by 

John. Just like the sacrifice in the Old Testament 

would have been useless if the sin offering had 

been killed without the laying on of hands of a 

sinner or a priest on it, God’s righteousness 

would have not been fulfilled if Jesus had died 

on the Cross without being baptized by John. 

Therefore, Jesus told John before His baptism, 

“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us 

to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). 

 

John the Baptist obeyed Jesus by baptizing 

Him (Matthew 3:13-17). Jesus took the sins of all 

the people in the world; including the sins of 

Adam the first man until those of the last person 

left on this earth. This is the righteousness of 

God. Shouldn’t we be thankful for the 

righteousness of God? 
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The testimony of John the Baptist 
 

God let John the Baptist be born to a priest 

named Zacharias who was a descendant of Aaron 

the High Priest, so that John could pass the sins 

of the world onto Jesus (Luke 1:5-17). In this 

way God’s will was fulfilled. Jesus did not take 

over the sins of the world by receiving baptism 

from any random person who was not John the 

Baptist. John the Baptist was born into this world 

with the mission of passing the sins of the world 

onto Jesus. While we have appraised the great 

men as to be born into this world with the task of 

something useful to a country or to all 

humankinds, but John the Baptist who was the 

representative of humankind (Matthew 11:11), 

was born so that he may pass all the sins of the 

world onto Jesus through His baptism.  

We can clearly see how God’s righteousness 

was fulfilled through the Scriptures. Because 

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, it is 

evident that Jesus was able to take away the sins 

of the world, die while bearing the sins and rise 

again from the dead. 

If Jesus had not taken the sins of the world 

through the baptism, our faith would have 

become useless. If we do not believe that Jesus 

was baptized, we are unable to know whether 

Jesus bore all our sins or if we were chosen or 

not. We would be confused when we look at our 

wretched selves though at other times, we may 

seem to be fine. We are such wretched beings. 

Therefore, Jesus has fulfilled all the 

righteousness of God by being baptized by John. 

What would our religious lives become if we 

did not have faith in God’s righteousness? We 

would be busy speaking in other tongues and 

prophesying. We would think that the wonders 

we saw while speaking in other tongues and 

prophesying was proof that we had received 
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salvation and the Holy Spirit. We would also be 

under a false self-conviction by thinking to 

ourselves that, “Oh, from seeing these powers I 

possess, I am sure I have been saved and the 

Holy Spirit dwells within me.” 

However, from the Scripture in Matthew 3:15 

in which God’s righteousness was fulfilled, we 

can clearly understand and believe who God is. 

His righteousness saved us from all the sins of 

this world and we should not perform any deeds 

to show up our own righteousness. We have 

come to understand God’s righteousness in a 

personal, intellectual and truthful way. The 

forgiveness of sins we received is clear proof that 

it is biblically correct and that we have no sin by 

faith. 

The Lord’s taking away of our sins is written 

in the Bible. The Lord said, “For assuredly, I say 

to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot 

or one tittle will by no means pass from the law 

till all is fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). 

 

What is the righteousness of God? It is God’s 

plan to send Jesus to this world and to make Him 

baptized by John in order to transfer all the sins 

of this world onto Him. Then, what are the sins 

of this world? Even the sins you committed 

yesterday are the sins of this world. The sins of 

Adam and Eve and the sins you will commit 

tomorrow are both sins of this world. All of the 

sins committed up until the day God calls upon 

us are sins of this world. The sins the Africans, 

Americans, Japanese and all other nationalities 

commit are the sins of the world. 

Jesus bore the sins of this world through His 

baptism once and for all. That is why John the 

Baptist said the following while pointing out to 

Jesus: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) Where 

did Jesus go with all these sins? He went to the 
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Cross. He was crucified there and died while 

saying the words, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) 

If Jesus had passed away with the sins of the 

world, are there any sins left in this world? No, 

there aren’t. Jesus received all the judgment for 

the sins of the world by taking them to the Cross 

and getting nailed to it with His hands and feet. 

The Bible says the following about God’s 

righteousness. In Hebrews 10:18, it is written, 

“Now where there is remission of these, there is 

no longer an offering for sin.” What does the 

phrase “now where there is remission of these” 

mean? It signifies that Jesus forgave all the sins 

of this world. In other words, there is no more sin 

left to wash away. Jesus became the Savior for us, 

who believe in His baptism and His blood on the 

Cross, because He took our sins away for all 

eternity. 

 

Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no 

condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 

who do not walk according to the flesh, but 

according to the Spirit.” There is no sin in the 

hearts of those who believe in the gospel that has 

fulfilled all the righteousness of God. These sorts 

of Christians obtained salvation from all their 

sins by believing that Jesus took away the sins of 

the world and became the true Savior by the 

blood on the Cross. There is no sin in the hearts 

of those who believe in this truth because Jesus 

was baptized and shed His blood to save us from 

all our sins. This means that God left no sin in 

our hearts through His righteousness. Therefore, 

those who believe in God’s righteousness can 

never possess sin. 

Romans 8:2 says, “For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the 

law of sin and death.” Our Lord established the 

law of salvation by which He saved us; which is 

according to this law of salvation and the law of 
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His righteousness. The Lord came to this world 

and saved us from the slavery of sin by His 

baptism and His blood on the Cross. Furthermore, 

He became our true God of salvation by 

resurrecting from death. Therefore, He freed us 

from all the sins of this world and eternal death, 

which is the curse of the law. 

 

 

We can obtain God’s righteousness 

by the faith in the baptism of Jesus 

and His blood 
 

Romans 8:3-4 says, “For what the law could 

not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 

did by sending His own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin 

in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the 

law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit.” 

The law itself cannot save us. You must obey 

the law if you want to be saved by the law, but 

we are unable to do it. All the people in this 

world, including you and me, cannot live by the 

law because our flesh is weak. Therefore, we just 

realize our sins through the law (Romans 3:20). 

God the Father sent His only begotten Son to the 

world and passed all the sins of the world onto 

His Son’s flesh through the baptism. God did this 

with His love and the law of salvation, not with 

the law. He planned to put all our sins on His Son 

and to pass the sins onto His Son through John 

the Baptist when the time came, so that by 

believing in what God did to save us, we can be 

delivered. God delivers us from our sins only 

when we believe in His righteousness. Therefore, 

we can be delivered from the sins in our hearts 

by believing in the ministry of Christ; that He 
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had washed them away with His baptism and 

blood. 

“For what the law could not do God did.” Did 

you know that God sent His only begotten Son to 

this world and made Him take away all the sins 

of this world? This includes the sins we 

committed during our entire lifetime, due to the 

weaknesses of the flesh, and even original sin in 

our hearts. Furthermore, His Son took away our 

sins and paid off all the wages of sin. By being 

crucified for the judgment of the sins, He 

fulfilled the requirement of the law. Jesus bore 

our sins and was crucified in order to settle the 

problem of sin and to save us from our sins. By 

believing in this, we become sanctified through 

the Lord. 

 

Our Lord saved us through God’s 

righteousness. The Bible says the following 

about this: “For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh” 

(Romans 8:5). Brethrens, those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the 

deeds of the flesh. If we think with the flesh, we 

can never be saved from sin and those who live 

according to the flesh can only think about the 

deeds of the flesh. 

However, to walk with the Spirit is to believe 

in the righteousness of God, who saved us from 

the sins of the world. One who walks with the 

Spirit believes that Jesus came to the world to 

save him/her, was baptized at the age of thirty by 

John the Baptist to take the burden of all sins, 

died on the Cross, rose from the dead, and 

became his/her Savior. Accepting the gospel, 

thinking “I can not but commit sin, so God have 

saved me like this,” is believing in God’s 

righteousness. It is clear that we have been 

forgiven for all our sins by God’s righteousness if 

we realize how God saved us and if we believe in 
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His righteousness. 

That is why a person who believes in His 

righteousness is without sin although his/her 

deeds may be imperfect. Since the Lord has 

already washed away our sins by His baptism 

and the Cross, we are saved from our sins just by 

believing in the righteousness of God. We can, in 

ourselves, have faith in God’s righteousness 

because the Bible states that about our salvation. 

I am very grateful for this. 

God’s righteousness can be gained not by the 

work of people, but just by our faith in it. God 

sent Jesus Christ to the world as our Savior to 

give us His righteousness. If Jesus had not given 

us God’s righteousness, it would not have been 

good news to those who believed in God’s 

righteousness. Before people knew about God’s 

righteousness, they would have thought, “I do 

not love the holy and righteous God who 

punishes sinners.” However, when the Christian-

religionists lost their own righteousness, they 

were able to gain God’s righteousness by faith. 

The word ‘imputation’ is used to imply the 

application of God’s righteousness to sinners. 

This is like depositing His righteousness in an 

empty bank account for every one of us. He 

allows us to use His righteousness by faith 

whenever we please. When a person who 

believes in Jesus gains the understanding of 

God’s righteousness, Heaven’s gate opens and 

he/she is able to have fellowship with God. This 

is the righteousness of God that is revealed in the 

gospel.  

 

 

We must draw near to God with His 

righteousness 
 

Paul had no choice but to give up the 

righteousness of the law in front of God’s 
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righteousness. The reason for this was because he 

was saved by believing in God’s righteousness. 

“And be found in Him, not having my own 

righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which is from God by faith” 

(Philippians 3:9).  

Paul said that he counted all his own 

righteousness he had accumulated before he met 

Christ as rubbish. When Paul met Jesus, he 

understood for the first time in his life what 

God’s true righteousness was. God’s 

righteousness was the only thing on the list of his 

property of faith.  

He had tried with his own strength to gain and 

maintain the righteousness of his own, but was 

saved when he started to believe in the 

righteousness of God. God proclaims that Christ 

paid the wages of the sins of the world, and thus 

His complete righteousness was imputed to the 

people. God’s righteousness means the baptism 

of Jesus and His bloodshed on the Cross. Those 

who believe in this become possessors of the 

faith of God’s righteousness.  

 

 

Deliverance from the Wrath of 

God, Which Has been  

Treasured up  
 

“But in accordance with your hardness and 

your impenitent heart you are treasuring up 

for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 

revelation of the righteous judgment of God” 

(Romans 2:5). 

 

It is written in 1 John 5:4-7 that Jesus came by 

water and blood. Therefore we have to know 

why Jesus came by water and blood and also 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

116   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 2:1-29 

 

believe it. In other words, we should have 

understand and have faith in why Jesus was 

baptized by John and why He shed His blood on 

the Cross. We have to know which part of God’s 

righteousness this truth is about.  

Everyone is able to become free from sin by 

believing in God’s righteousness. However, those 

who believe in Jesus but still remain as sinners 

mistreat themselves for the sins they committed 

on account of their infirmities. Those who do not 

know God’s righteousness still judge themselves 

because of their sins. They sometimes fast, 

practice asceticism, serve the needy, and sacrifice 

themselves to solve the problem of sin. This is 

why there are many who still have sins within 

themselves even after they believe in Jesus Christ. 

These people must believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit to be saved from their sins. 

Therefore, we must know what the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, written in the Bible, means.  

When the priests offered sacrifices to God in 

the Old Testament age, they had to wash their 

hands and feet with the water in the bronze laver. 

If they entered the tabernacle of meeting without 

washing their hands and feet with the water in 

the laver, they were killed (Exodus 30:18-21). So 

the laver was very important to the priests 

because they were able to wash away their 

iniquities with the water. These days, those who 

believe in Jesus must also know the gospel of 

righteousness. Jesus obeyed God’s will of 

washing away the sins of the world by being 

baptized by John and then took all the sins of this 

world onto Him and was crucified. The two 

indispensable elements in revealing God’s 

righteousness in the Bible is the baptism of Jesus 

and His blood on the Cross.  
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The gospel of truth makes us 

overcome the sins of the world  
 

1 John 5:5 states, “Who is he who overcomes 

the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God?” Do you have faith in the fact that 

Jesus is the Son of God? Jesus came to the earth 

in the body of a man. He was baptized by John, 

crucified by the Roman soldiers, and became the 

Savior of sinners. He came to meet sinners with 

water and blood. He came to the world in the 

body of a man to save humankind from their sins 

and took all their sins onto Himself by being 

baptized by John. 

Why was Jesus baptized by John? He was 

baptized by John to have all the sins of the world 

transferred onto Him. Because He was baptized 

by John, Christ had to die and shed blood on the 

Cross. Jesus died on the Cross to be judged for 

the sins. Jesus took all the sins of the world onto 

His own flesh and was crucified as a sin offering 

for the sins of the world.  

 

Jesus’ baptism and His blood on the Cross 

completed the salvation of humankind from their 

sins. He saved all those who believe that He is 

the Savior from their sins. Not only did Jesus 

shed blood on the Cross, but He was baptized by 

John to bear all the sins and also died on the 

Cross. His baptism and His blood was enough to 

wash away all sins and forgive the sins of 

believers. That is why we must believe in both 

the baptism of Jesus, which washed away all our 

sins, and His blood on the Cross.  

This truth saves all humankind from their sins. 

God says that there are three that testify to our 

salvation. “And there are three that bear witness 

on earth; the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and 

these three agree as one. If we receive the 

witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for 
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this is the witness of God which He has testified 

of His Son” (1 John 5:8-9).  

Therefore one cannot say that he/she is 

without sin by believing only in the blood of 

Jesus. I hope you remember the words of truth 

that state, “Whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). 

Hebrews 9:28 states, “To those who eagerly wait 

for Him He will appear a second time, apart 

from sin, for salvation.” A saint refers to a 

sanctified and sinless person within whom the 

Holy Spirit dwells. God the Father is with the 

Holy Spirit and gives the saints the Holy Spirit to 

abide within them. 

When Jesus was baptized and crucified, the 

heavens were opened. However, the heavens are 

not yet open for the hearts of unbelievers because 

they still do not realize that Jesus fulfilled the 

ministry of blotting out the sins of the world. 

God the Father completed His ministry of saving 

sinners from their sins with His Son’s baptism 

and the blood on the Cross. You have to believe 

in the gospel of the baptism of Jesus and His 

blood on the Cross and the Spirit.  

 

 

God’s just wrath 
 

God’s righteousness washed away our sins to 

be as white as snow, but God’s justice will judge 

those who don’t believe in His righteousness. I 

shiver with fear when I think about how just God 

is. God carries out justice on all things of the 

earth. Seek for God’s gospel of righteousness and 

His mercy. The only way to avoid God’s wrath is 

to believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit that blotted out all the sins of humankind.  

 

God is wrathful to those who do not obey His 
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righteousness with their resistance. We must 

search for the gospel of God’s righteousness, 

experience it, and believe it in our hearts, for it is 

the most faithful gospel.  

 

 

The fearful wrath 
 

Where would we have to look in order to find 

salvation from our sins? How can we, who 

cannot help but commit sins, avoid God’s wrath? 

The sins we commit cause His wrath, and is sent 

according to the amount of sins that are 

committed.  

The only way to avoid His wrath is to believe 

in the baptism and the blood of Jesus Christ, who 

undertook all the wrath of God on Him instead of 

all humankind. The baptism of Jesus and Hid 

blood is God’s righteousness. How can you 

possibly avoid God’s wrath if you don’t believe 

in His righteousness? It is absolutely impossible. 

We may gather up God’s wrath over our heads if 

we don’t believe in God’s righteousness. Let us 

all receive salvation from our sins by the faith of 

His righteousness. Then God’s righteousness will 

become ours. The only truth that will save us 

from God’s fearful wrath is His righteousness. 

 

 

We Receive Eternal Life  

By the Faith in God’s 

Righteousness 
 

“Who ‘will render to each one according to 

his deeds’: eternal life to those who by patient 

continuance in doing good seek for glory, 

honor, and immortality; but to those who are 

self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 

obey unrighteousness ─ indignation and 
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wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul 

of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also 

of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to 

everyone who works what is good, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek. For there is no 

partiality with God” (Romans 2:6-11). 

 

The Bible speaks of two different paths; one is 

the path to God’s forgiveness and eternal life by 

believing in His righteousness, and the other is 

the path to being cursed by withstanding His 

righteousness with one’s own righteousness. The 

above phrase “everyone who works what is 

good” refers to people who believe that God’s 

righteousness have been forgiven all their sins. 

God considers the faith in His righteousness as 

good. On the other hand, God considers not 

having faith in His righteousness as evil. How 

about you? Do you believe that God’s 

righteousness has saved you? If not, you are 

standing against God’s righteousness on the 

perishing way to your own righteousness.  

The choice is now yours. Which one of the 

two paths will you choose? The path leading to 

having faith in God’s righteousness or the path 

opposing it? Depending on your choice, the 

blessing of eternal life or the curse of damnation 

will come upon you.  

If you believe that the path you’re standing on, 

which is the path against God’s righteousness, 

will lead you to your final destination, then you 

will not be able to escape the evil path or possess 

faith in God’s righteousness. Those who believe 

that by pursuing their own righteousness and 

rejecting God’s righteousness, they will gain 

happiness, accomplishment, salvation or 

anything else in their lives to come, will not be 

able to take a single step toward Heaven. You 

should keep in mind that if you are placing a 

priority on your own righteousness and are 
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standing on the wrong path, you should look for 

God’s righteousness by acknowledging that your 

own righteousness will only lead you to eternal 

destruction. 

Strangely enough, some travelers don’t even 

bother to look for the right path although they 

realize they are on the wrong path and tend to 

keep a false hope that any change in the road or 

branching off of the road will lead them to their 

final destination. These kinds of flukes may 

happen in the real world. However, in the 

spiritual world, such cases should not happen. 

Pursuing one’s own righteousness will always 

lead you away from God’s righteousness. This is 

the truth that is written in Romans. 

God’s righteousness can be obtained not by 

deeds but by faith. The word ‘repentance’ means 

to change one’s faith by changing one’s thoughts. 

True repentance literally means ‘to turn back.’ 

Giving up your own virtues that you have 

accumulated until now and believing in God’s 

righteousness is the right repentance. One needs 

to renounce one’s own righteousness and follow 

the righteousness of God.  

God’s will is to make us have faith in God’s 

righteousness. Faith starts by agreeing to His 

righteousness. The moment you recognize and 

believe in His righteousness, you become a 

person with the faith that Jesus is your Savior. 

Therefore, faith means to believe in the baptism 

and the blood of Jesus. From the very second 

when God puts the clothes of righteousness on us, 

He will always be with us. So the more you 

know about the righteousness of God, the more 

you will realize that there is no more sin within 

yourself and that only God’s glory fills you. This 

is the proper faith in God’s righteousness. 
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Sinners by Conscience 
 

“For as many as have sinned without law 

will also perish without law, and as many as 

have sinned in the law will be judged by the 

law (for not the hearers of the law are just in 

the sight of God, but the doers of the law will 

be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not 

have the law, by nature do the things in the 

law, these, although not having the law, are a 

law to themselves, who show the work of the 

law written in their hearts, their conscience 

also bearing witness, and between themselves 

their thoughts accusing or else excusing 

them)” (Romans 2:12-15). 

 

In a society, criminals are judged according to 

their social norms, the standards of sin of the 

society. In court, the witness is demanded to 

speak only the truth. But humankind’s judgment 

is only made with partial truths, and when a 

witness testifies with a twisted fact or lie, the 

judgment turns out to be totally wrong. In this 

respect, God’s judgment is absolutely superior to 

the judgment of a human being. God’s righteous 

judgment is made by a perfect knowledge of His 

righteousness and by complete truth. That is why 

no one is able to lie in front of God’s 

righteousness. 

 

The Gentiles noticed their sins with their 

conscience rather than with the law. They said 

that unlike the Jews, they wanted to excuse for 

their sins on account of not having received the 

law. Rather, they agreed that God’s justice 

condemned the Jews. Through the law, God told 

the Jews how to live, but they did not follow His 

commandments. They even had a hypocritical 

attitude toward his words. The Jews sinned under 

the Law, but the Gentiles did not have God’s law. 
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Then how could it have been possible for them to 

be judged by the law? How were they judged for 

their sins? Even so, Paul wrote, “For as many as 

have sinned without law will also perish without 

law” (Romans 2:12). God bestowed a conscience 

upon everyone to work as His agent. Therefore, 

even if they do not have the law, their 

consciences work as the law. 

Paul’s answer about the conscience consisted 

of mainly two parts. First, the Gentiles did not 

receive the law from God as the Jews did, but 

they had the law that was written in their hearts. 

Secondly, they had the conscience to command 

them to obey the law written in their heart. If 

they did not obey it, they were condemned by 

their consciences.  

It is important to know that those who believe 

in God and those who don’t are both under God’s 

law. Therefore, there is not a single person who 

can say that there is no God or that he/she does 

not know the law of God.  

 

 

God’s Righteousness Did not 

Make Human Beings Shameful 

of Their Sins 
 

“In the day when God will judge the secrets 

of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 

gospel” (Romans 2:16). 

 

God gives rewards and punishments according 

to the gospel of righteousness. The writer of 

Hebrews stated, “And there is no creature hidden 

from His sight, but all things are naked and open 

to the eyes of Him to whom we must give 

account” (Hebrews 4:13). When God says that 

He searches everything in human heart, He 

means that He judges them by His righteousness. 
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Do you have God’s righteousness in your heart? 

Do you believe in His righteousness? The 

omniscient God rewards those who have the 

righteousness of God within their hearts, and 

punish those who do not.  

The Apostle Paul often called the gospel “my 

gospel” (Romans 2:16, 16:25, 2 Timothy 2:8). 

Those who believe in God’s righteousness have 

the word of the gospel of God’s righteousness in 

their hearts. That is why the gospel was entitled 

“my gospel” by Paul. The person without his/her 

own gospel is the one who doesn’t believe in the 

gospel of God’s righteousness. 

God thoroughly knows and remembers 

whether we understand and believe in the gospel 

of righteousness. Someday He will reveal it all 

and judge it. This is “the day when God will 

judge the secrets of men.” 

 

At first, Adam and Eve had nothing to be 

ashamed of. There was no sin at that time and 

their relationship with God was completely open. 

They were happy when God came to Eden to 

meet them. They conversed with God freely. Of 

course, people are now unable to do this because 

of their sin. Humankind’s sin makes them hide 

from God just as Adam and Eve hid themselves 

from the sight of Lord God after they sinned. Sin 

makes people hold back from God. But since 

God’s righteousness has been fulfilled on the 

earth, there is no reason for people to hide 

themselves from Him anymore.  

God’s righteousness did not make human 

beings shameful of their sins. Adam and Eve had 

no shame in front of God or each other. They 

never harmed each other. They never lied, 

criticized, or blamed each other. Therefore, there 

was no reluctance between them before their fall 

while they did later on. Today, there is no 

complete openness among people. Even in 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

125   Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 2:1-29 

 

intimate relations between spouses and friends, 

there are always things to hide from each other.  

Why is this? It is because people are ashamed 

and are afraid that if their faults were to be 

revealed, others would not love and respect them. 

But since God’s righteousness came to this world, 

we no longer have to be afraid in front of God 

and our acquaintances for our sins. This is 

because of the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

that we received from God. 

Think about what fig leaves meant to Adam 

and Eve. It implied human righteousness. It 

proved that a human being’s righteousness did 

not last even a few days, but God’s righteousness 

was everlasting. That is why we should respect 

God’s righteousness more than a human being’s. 

We must have God’s righteousness within us 

too, lest we should avoid judgment of sin. 

Judgment of sin is undeniable and the evidence is 

well prepared. We may try to deny it, but we 

cannot deceive our hearts or our daily lives. We 

try to hide our sins with our own goodness and 

from other people’s sight with our carefully 

intended deeds. These acts prove that God’s 

righteousness is absolutely better than ours. But 

the gospel of God’s righteousness says that God 

will indeed judge us for our sins. God does not 

tolerate, forgive, and forget sin without paying 

any wages. He rather completes His judgment 

through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ fulfilled God’s righteousness by 

receiving His baptism from John the Baptist in 

the Jordan River and being crucified (Matthew 

3:15-17, John 19:30). Jesus’ baptism and blood, 

which is God’s righteousness, has already paid 

off the wages of humankind’s sins. Now we have 

to believe in God’s righteousness and wear the 

clothes of His righteousness. Do not just wait for 

the Day when God would reveal all the secrets 

and pass judgment on sinners. Receive His 
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forgiveness by believing in the righteousness of 

God today. 

 

 

Indeed You are Called a Jew 
 

“Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on 

the law, and make your boast in God, and 

know His will, and approve the things that are 

excellent, being instructed out of the law, and 

are confident that you yourself are a guide to 

the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 

an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, 

having the form of knowledge and truth in the 

law. You, therefore, who teach another, do you 

not teach yourself? You who preach that a 

man should not steal, do you steal? You who 

say, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ do you commit 

adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob 

temples? You who make your boast in the law, 

do you dishonor God through breaking the 

law? For ‘the name of God is blasphemed 

among the Gentiles because of you,’ as it is 

written” (Romans 2:17-24). 

 

In the time of Paul, people who fought against 

God’s righteousness were the Jews, which is why 

Paul started the passages by saying, “Indeed you 

are called a Jew.” Today, people in this category 

can be passionate Protestants and Catholics, and 

enthusiastic believers of other religions. They are 

passionate in their own religious lives, but do not 

have a slightest idea on His righteousness. Let us 

imagine what these kinds of people think. Paul 

severely criticized what the Jews said about the 

immorality of the Gentiles. And Paul told that the 

Jews, as well as the Gentiles, had to have faith in 

God’s righteousness. Why? Because God is 

dissatisfied with those who act as fervent 

religionists yet do not know God’s righteousness. 
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Those who have true faith in their hearts are the 

ones who please God. One’s outward appearance 

may appear as a faithful believer, yet it is more 

imperative to have true faith in God’s 

righteousness. 

 

 

Circumcision is That of the Heart 
 

“For circumcision is indeed profitable if 

you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of 

the law, your circumcision has become 

uncircumcision. Therefore, if an 

uncircumcised man keeps the righteous 

requirements of the law, will not his 

uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 

And will not the physically uncircumcised, if 

he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with 

your written code and circumcision, are a 

transgressor of the law? For he is not a Jew 

who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 

which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew 

who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; 

whose praise is not from men but from God” 

(Romans 2:25-29). 

 

Here we come to meet another prominent 

passage saying, “Circumcision is that of the 

heart.” We were not able to become sinless to be 

children of God by our efforts, but only by the 

faith in the baptism and the blood of Jesus. After 

all, we became His children by the faith in His 

words.  

Do you sincerely believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit? Did you receive the 

spiritual circumcision that leads you to be 

forgiven for all your sins? Do you believe in 

Jesus’ baptism as well as His Cross? Do you 

have faith in God’s words? Do you believe that, 
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regardless of your outward deeds, Jesus received 

His baptism from John the Baptist, died on the 

Cross, and rose again from the dead to eliminate 

all your sins? What words granted you the 

forgiveness of sins? Do you really have faith in 

the baptism and the blood of Jesus Christ? 

We cannot become righteous just by attending 

church diligently, unless we believe in the gospel 

in which God’s righteousness is revealed. All 

humanities can receive the forgiveness of sins by 

believing in the written words on God’s 

righteousness. Romans, as well as all the 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, are 

evidence that humankind becomes righteous only 

by believing in God’s righteousness. Even our 

own goodness has nothing to do with God. For 

us, only the righteousness of God should exist 

and be lifted on high.  

 

If people receive the forgiveness of sins by 

sincerely believing in the words of God, they will 

be saved from all their sins. God searches the 

heart and tests the mind. This means that God 

searches to see if our minds are right or wrong. 

Thus, He sees the faith within our hearts. When 

God tests our minds, He searches to see if we 

believe the baptism and the blood of Jesus Christ 

as the essence of our salvation. Do you have faith 

in the baptism and the blood of Jesus? We must 

receive spiritual circumcisions by being forgiven 

for all our sins.  

What did Jesus do to wash away our sins? Did 

you know that Jesus was baptized by John the 

Baptist in the Jordan River and took all our sins 

onto Him? Jesus died on the Cross for us after 

receiving the baptism from John because He bore 

all our sins (Matthew 3:15). Jesus took away all 

the sins of this world by the baptism. Our Lord 

took all the sins committed by our inward and 

outward being. That is why our souls, believing 
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in Jesus, are able to come to life and be grateful 

for the faith, ready to follow His will.  

What does the Bible say about salvation? It 

says, “For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 

made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10). Even 

after we are forgiven for all our sins, our deeds 

may still be weak and unworthy. Our sins are not 

totally revealed yet; there is much more to be 

revealed. Jesus took away all our sins by His 

baptism at the Jordan River and went through the 

judgment for our sins on the Cross. If you also 

believe in God’s righteousness, you will be saved 

from all the sins of this world.  

The faith in God’s righteousness starts by 

believing Jesus Christ to be the Savior of sinners. 

The Lord dwells within us and leads us when He 

sees the faith in our hearts. 

 

“Circumcision is that of the heart” (Romans 

2:29). Human beings are saved from sin by the 

faith in the baptism in their hearts. Jesus’ 

salvation has nothing to do with our own deeds. 

After one receives the forgiveness of sins, one is 

able to feel true peace in one’s heart. A born-

again saint feels happy because God has accepted 

his/her faith. It is extremely important to believe 

in the salvation through the forgiveness of sins in 

one’s heart.  

I wish for all of you to be delivered from your 

sins by believing in God’s righteousness, which 

consists of the baptism of Jesus and His blood. 

� 
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Introduction to Romans 

Chapter 3 
 

 

Paul said that people’s disbelief did not make 

the faithfulness of God without effect. Continued 

from chapter 2, the Apostle Paul pointed out in 

this chapter that the Jews had no advantage over 

the Gentiles. In this chapter, Paul compared the 

law and God’s law of righteousness before he 

talked about the law of God’s righteousness, 

which allows sinners to receive His 

righteousness and leads them to true life. He also 

emphasized in this chapter that the salvation 

from sin is not through our deeds, but through 

the faith in God’s righteousness.  

 

The Apostle Paul said that even if the Jews 

and other people do not believe in God’s 

righteousness, their disbelief does not make His 

righteousness without effect. God cannot lie and 

the faithfulness of His righteousness will not 

disappear. The effect will not be nullified just 

because the Jews do not believe in His 

righteousness.  

The righteousness of God that Paul preached 

about cannot be nullified just because people 

disbelieve. Whoever believes in the salvation 

God gave to sinners receives the righteousness of 

God, and this righteousness is perfect beyond 

human morality or thought.  

Paul blamed those who did not believe in 

God’s righteousness for making Him a liar. God 

said that He completely saved the people from 

their sins through His righteousness but they did 

not believe in this, therefore, He was made into a 

liar. However, God’s righteousness is not 

affected by their disbelief.  

 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

131   Introduction to Romans Chapter 3 

 

How is God’s righteousness revealed? 
 

Those who do not believe in God’s 

righteousness will be judged for their sins. We 

can all confirm God’s righteousness with the 

salvation that He gives. Those who believe in His 

righteousness receive the forgiveness of sins and 

obtain eternal lives. Therefore, everyone can be 

blessed by believing in the faithfulness of God’s 

righteousness. 

God’s righteousness is not false, but true. 

Everyone is a liar before God. But God works as 

He promised and fulfills the promises. Therefore, 

God’s faithfulness wins over human lies. Human 

beings have to believe in God’s righteousness. 

God does not change what He said, while 

humans frequently change their attitudes 

according to their circumstantial judgments. God 

always keeps true to what He has told mankind.  

 

Romans 3:5 states, “But if our 

unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness 

of God, what shall we say?” Mankind’s 

unrighteousness reveals the righteousness of God.  

God’s righteousness is revealed further by our 

weaknesses. This is because as recorded, Jesus 

Himself acted righteously in order to save sinners 

from all their sins. Therefore, God’s righteousness 

shines even more brightly because of people’s 

infirmities. This truth can be found in the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit, which is filled with 

God’s righteousness. The reason for this is 

because all people sin until the day they die and 

God’s love is greater than those sins. God’s love 

saves all the fragile sinners from their sins. 

Our Lord overcame all the sins of the world 

and completed His salvation through the 

forgiveness of sins. No person can live a sinless 

life. Since people were meant to go to hell, God 

takes care of them with His love, and this is His 
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righteousness. 

We people were liars from the day we were 

born and rejected God’s righteousness by not 

believing in His words. Mankind was due to be 

doomed before God because none of their deeds 

were acceptable in the sight of Him. But God 

saved us from our sins with His love because He 

pitied us. All people were due to go to hell 

because they were corrupted by the deception of 

Satan and all of them sinned. However, God sent 

His only begotten Son to save the people from 

the hands of the devil and the power of darkness.  

The Apostle Paul said that a human being may 

try to behave decently everyday, but he/she 

cannot help but commit sin throughout his/her 

entire life. However, that person’s evilness will 

further reveal God’s righteousness and love. In 

truth, humans have no righteousness and thus 

need a messenger like the Apostle Paul. He knew 

and received God’s righteousness, and thus had 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. That was why 

he could preach His righteousness. 

 

 

The gospel Paul preached was based 

on God’s righteousness 
 

The gospel Paul preached was based on God’s 

righteousness. Paul had to preach the gospel 

because God loved sinners and saved them from 

their sins. God’s love of deliverance is in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. Therefore, the 

forgiveness of sins depends on our belief in 

God’s righteousness. However, the problem is 

that people generally think that they have to live 

virtuously to be saved before God. Human 

beings cannot be good based on their basic 

instincts; being good outwardly only becomes an 

obstacle in accepting God’s righteousness. 

People have to break their fixed thoughts of 
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living virtuously in order to accept the gospel of 

the spiritual circumcision, which God gave.  

Nobody on earth can truly be good. Then, how 

could sinners be saved from all of their sins? 

They must throw away the thought that they 

should live good lives to be saved. Many people 

refuse to give up their thoughts and standards; 

therefore, they cannot be completely saved from 

their sins. God’s righteousness, which is revealed 

in the gospel of the spiritual circumcision, made 

us aware of how our unrighteousness served to 

only demonstrate God’s love and how great His 

righteousness was. For this reason, those who 

believe in God’s righteousness are proud of His 

righteousness and not their own. The righteous 

only boast of God’s righteousness and raise His 

righteousness on high because it comes from God. 

 

The Apostle Paul teaches the role of the law to 

legalists who believe they will go to Heaven if 

they do good deeds, but if they do not live 

virtuous lives after believing in Jesus, they can 

never reach God’s righteousness. The law is like 

a mirror that reveals human sins. Paul teaches 

that people have regal faiths and that their faiths 

are wrong. This is Paul’s teaching and his 

guidance to God’s righteousness. 

Paul speaks to those who follow false teachers 

who don’t think they can be righteous and sinless 

after believing in Jesus. He teaches unbelievers 

to believe in God’s righteousness and to be free 

from condemnation. Paul says that those who do 

not believe in the salvation of Jesus’ water and 

blood are under the judgment and since they do 

not believe in God, it is proper for them to be 

judged. He says that sinners should return to 

God’s righteousness and receive His 

righteousness in order to be delivered from the 

dreadful judgment.  
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Then can we sin more because we  

believe in God’s righteousness? 
 

Verse 7 states, “For if the truth of God has 

increased through my lie to His glory, why am I 

also still judged as a sinner?” Then if we are 

called sinless, can we sin freely? Paul 

demonstrates this point. Since God saved you 

with His righteousness, then are you allowed to 

lie more freely? If you believe so, then you 

should know that you do not know God’s 

righteousness and that you are slandering His 

righteousness. 

Even today, there are many people who 

slander God’s righteousness in their hearts; it is 

not very different from the old times. Paul wrote 

this Scripture nearly 2000 years ago and even 

back then, there were people who were wrapped 

up in their own ways of thinking.  

 

Still today, most Christians, who have not yet 

been born again, misunderstand that if one 

becomes sinless, he/she might commit sins on 

purpose. Those who have not been born again 

slander the righteous, who are born again of 

water and the Spirit, according to the thoughts of 

their flesh and speak ill of the born-again saints. 

Nominal Christians have slandered the truly born 

again Christians with their faithless thoughts. 

True faith cannot be understood by human flesh. 

Sin is something you commit all your life. Both 

the righteous and unrighteous inevitably sin. 

However, those who reject God’s righteousness 

are with sin while those who believe in it are 

without sin.  

Paul said to unbelievers, “For what if some 

did not believe? Will their unbelief make the 

faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly 

not!” (Romans 3:3-4) Just because humankind 

does not believe in God’s righteousness, their 
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unbelief cannot nullify His righteousness. If a 

person believes in God’s righteousness, he/she is 

saved. However, if the person does not, he/she 

cannot receive His righteousness. That’s it. God’s 

righteousness will stand steadfast forever. Those 

who go to hell do not believe in Jesus’ baptism 

and blood and will never be able to cleanse their 

sins. God’s righteousness, which leads believers 

to be born again, will never be made without 

effect just because people do not believe in it.  

 

 

Obtaining God’s righteousness is  

regardless of human effort 
 

Obtaining the righteousness of our Lord has 

nothing to do with our human efforts. It is simply 

related to our faiths in the truth that God’s 

righteousness is the remission of our sins. A 

person who believes in the truth of the water and 

the Spirit receives God’s righteousness by faith, 

but one who does not believe in God’s 

righteousness receives judgment according to the 

truth of God’s words. 

Therefore, God sent Jesus to this world and 

made Him become a stumbling stone and a rock 

of offense to those who are disobedient to God’s 

righteousness. There are many people who 

voluntarily ask for hell because they don’t want 

to believe in God’s righteousness, even though 

Jesus, a stumbling block and a rock of offense, 

gave them the righteousness of God by becoming 

their Savior. Even the most evil person was given 

the way to becoming righteous and obtaining 

eternal life. Even a person who does many good 

works cannot be delivered from destruction if 

he/she doesn’t believe in God’s righteousness, 

which makes him/her receive the remission of 

sins and born again. 

Because the wages of sin is death, anyone 
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with sin will go through the judgment. Jesus 

becomes a stumbling stone and a rock of offense 

to those who try to establish their own 

righteousness and enter Heaven without 

believing in God’s righteousness. Therefore, the 

reason people get ruined, though they somehow 

believe in Jesus, is because they don’t believe in 

His righteousness. 

 

Some people say that they are sinners who 

have been saved from their sins, but there is no 

such thing as a ‘saved sinner.’ How can one 

become a sinner again after being saved from 

sin? One is sinless if one has been saved from sin, 

and one is with sin if one has not yet obtained 

salvation from sin. There won’t be a single 

person with sin in the Kingdom of Heaven. God 

says, “Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 

the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous” (Psalm 1:5). 

People pose themselves the big question of 

how they can become righteous while 

committing sins everyday. However, there is no 

need for them to worry about that. Becoming 

righteous by believing in God’s righteousness is 

possible only because the Lord already took all 

the sins of the world, along with their future sins, 

onto Him by receiving baptism at the Jordan 

River and dying on the Cross, thereby fulfilling 

all the righteousness of God. Sinners can become 

righteous just by believing in God’s 

righteousness. Are you still debtors even if all of 

your debts have been paid off? 

Our Lord eliminated all of our sins with His 

righteousness. The Lord saved those who have 

complete faith in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit, so there is no condemnation to them, no 

matter how weak they may be. We can all 

become righteous by believing in God’s 

righteousness. 
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Human thoughts lead us to death 
 

Human thoughts lead us to death and they 

originate from the carnal mind. Spiritual thoughts 

originate from the faith in God’s righteousness. It 

is possible for the devil to dominate human 

thoughts. Human beings have no other choice but 

to sin with their flesh. However, a person who 

has faith in God’s righteousness becomes 

righteous by the faith in the baptism and blood of 

Jesus. One cannot become righteous by avoiding 

the committal of sin. One cannot become 

completely sinless by going through a physical 

transformation to reach a holy state. It is foolish 

for a Christian to think that he/she can enter 

Heaven by becoming a holy person who never 

commits sin in front of God. 

We can be saved from our sins all at once by 

believing in God’s righteousness. Moreover, 

every sinner can be completely saved from 

his/her sin if he/she believes in the grace of the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, which leads 

believers to be born again. It may seem 

impossible for one to become sinless from a 

human point of view. However, it is possible by 

the faith in the word if God. One cannot live 

without sinning through the human body, but 

one’s heart becomes sinless if one truly believes 

in God’s righteousness. Human bodies need to 

satisfy their desires and it is impossible for 

bodies to restrain from sinning since they 

constantly crave pleasure. God speaks the truth; 

one can become righteous only by having faith in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which our 

Lord has given. We cannot enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven by doing good deeds with our flesh. We 

can only enter Heaven by believing in the 

righteousness of God. 
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There is a difference between a 

spiritual mind and a carnal mind 
 

Carnal minds cannot understand the truth that 

they can only become sinless by faith and that 

they are able to become the righteous, the born-

again Christians. Because they think that even if 

a person repents for his/her wrongdoings, he/she 

will sin again the following day. 

However, even though it is not possible for a 

person to become righteous through the human 

deeds, it is perfectly possible by God’s 

righteousness. This is because one can receive 

His righteousness by believing in Jesus’ baptism 

and His blood. God’s righteousness is capable of 

eliminating the sins of all the people. It allows us 

to be righteous and to call God our Father. 

Therefore, you should know that true faith starts 

with the faith in God’s righteousness. True faith 

does not start with the carnal mind, but with the 

faith in the words of truth.  

Many people who have not been born again 

are unable to escape from their own thoughts 

because they are always locked up inside them. 

These people can never say that they have 

become righteous because they think only with 

carnal minds, even though they say they believe 

in Jesus. One can say that he/she is sinless before 

Jesus only when he/she believes in the words of 

the spiritual circumcision, which contains God’s 

righteousness.  

Therefore, if a person wants to receive God’s 

righteousness, he/she should listen to the words 

of truth from the truly born again people and 

believe them with their hearts. The Holy Spirit 

dwells in every saint who believes in God’s 

righteousness. I hope you brethren keep this truth in 

mind. If you truly wish to obtain the blessing of 

being born again, God will allow you to meet a born 

again person who believes in His righteousness. 
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You say that there is none righteous? 
 

Verses 9-10 state, “What then? Are we better 

than they? Not at all. For we have previously 

charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all 

under sin. There is none righteous, no, not one.” 

It is written that there is none righteous, no, not 

one.  

What does this mean? Do these words talk 

about our state before or after we are born again? 

We were all sinners before we were born again. 

The words “there is none righteous” refers to the 

state before Jesus fulfilled the ministry of 

eliminating all the sins of the world. One cannot 

become righteous without believing in Jesus. 

 

Therefore, the words ‘incremental 

sanctification’ came to exist through people who 

served heretic religions or idols. “There is none 

righteous, no, not one.” Do you think that a 

sinner can possibly become righteous by going 

through self-training and cultivation? One cannot 

become righteous on one’s own. 

“There is none righteous, no, not one.” There 

is no one who will become righteous or has 

become righteous through one’s own decent 

living. There is not a single person who has 

become sinless through his/her own efforts. It is 

only possible through the faith in the spiritual 

circumcision that contains God’s righteousness.  

Verse 11 also states, “There is none who 

understands; there is none who seeks after God.” 

There is no one who understands his/her own 

evils. In other words, there is none who 

understands that he/she is one who will be sent to 

hell. A sinner is not even able to understand that 

he/she is a sinner. A sinner lives while not even 

clearly understanding that he/she will go to hell 

due to his/her own sins. One tries to receive 

salvation from sin by understanding that he/she 
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deserves to go to hell due to sin. However, there 

is not even one who understands one’s sinful 

nature before God or his/her fate to go to hell. 

 

Are we profitable or unprofitable beings in 

front of God? The whole of mankind is useless 

until they are born again. Even though we all 

have become righteous thanks to Him, weren’t 

we once people who fought against God, refused 

to believe in the truth and even blamed Him? 

Then, how can a sinner glorify God? How can 

a sinner, who has not even settled his/her own 

problems of sin, praise God? Praising God in a 

sinner’s state cannot be true adoration. How can 

a sinner possibly praise God? A sinner can never 

give glory to God, and He doesn’t accept 

anything from such a person.  

Nowadays, praise ministries have been spread 

throughout the world. However, only those who 

believe in God’s righteousness can praise God. 

Do you think that God will be pleased by the 

praise of a sinner? A sinner’s praise is like Cain’s 

offering. Why would God accept the meaningless 

praises and sinful hearts of sinners? 

Verse 12 states, “They have all turned aside; 

they have together become unprofitable. There is 

none who does good, no, not one.” Those sinners 

who have “turned aside” do not know the great 

works God has done for them, and do not believe 

in Him or the Word of truth. Moreover, sinners 

not only refuse to uphold God’s word or to 

believe in it, but they always think of carnal 

biases based on their own thoughts. So, they can 

never discriminate between what’s right and 

wrong before God. 

Correct judgment is only possible by the 

words of truth that contain God’s righteousness. 

Good decisions and correct judgments can only 

be made within God’s righteousness. You should 

know that all lawful judgments do not rest inside 
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humans, but inside God’s righteousness. Human 

thoughts have all turned aside and rejected God’s 

righteousness. People say, “I think in this way 

and believe according to my own thoughts, no 

matter what the Bible talks about.” But, I hope 

you realize that one who does not discard one’s 

own thoughts such as this is one who rejects 

God’s righteousness with one’s egocentric 

stubbornness. Therefore, thinking this way does 

not allow one to return to God’s righteousness. 

 

 

The carnal mind leads one’s spirit to 

death 
 

One who has not been born again is one’s own 

judge. These kinds of people don’t really care 

about what is written in God’s words, but instead, 

if something is different from their own thoughts, 

they say it is wrong and agree only with a part of 

the words that tally with their own thoughts. The 

Bible states that humans turned aside to their 

own thoughts and self-centeredness. If one hopes 

to be delivered from his/her sins in the most 

proper way, he/she needs the righteousness and 

justice of God. Then what is His justice? 

God’s justice is God’s righteousness and you 

should know that the word of God is the criterion 

for the righteous justice of God. “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Who is 

this Person who is called “the Word”? Who is the 

Person who was with God the Father and the 

Holy Spirit? He is our Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus 

Christ became our Savior and the King of kings. 

Jesus is God. 

It was said in John that there was the Word in 

the beginning, and the Word was with God. Yes, 

the Lord Jesus is our Savior. The Word is God 

and He is the express image of His Person 
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(Hebrews 1:3). The Savior is God. Therefore, 

because the Word is God Himself, His words of 

righteousness are different from the thoughts of 

us humans. You have to realize that sinners dare 

to understand God’s righteousness through their 

own perceptivity when they are ignorant in His 

righteousness. One who stands fast by the faith in 

God’s righteousness is a profitable person who 

will be put into good use by God. One who 

stands fast and holds the word of God is a person 

of faith and is profitable in front of God. This 

kind of person is also blessed. 

All people fight against God with their own 

thoughts and sins. You should know that one’s 

pretending to be holy and good, or pretending to 

be kind and having mercy on others, are all 

hypocritical deeds that come from human 

thoughts that deceive God. Pretending to be good 

is against God. No one is good but Him. If a 

Christian does not accept the love He 

accomplished and His righteousness of salvation 

without having been born again, it is against God 

and disobedient to the truth. 

Do you think that only those who commit 

great sins in this world are going to receive the 

condemnation of God? All those who do not 

believe in God’s righteousness will not be 

exempted from God’s furious rage. 

 

One who does not believe in Jesus in truth is 

filled with the imperative conception of having to 

live a good life. Who taught such ideas? It was 

Satan who did it. However, human beings are not 

capable of living good lives starting from their 

births. Therefore, the word of God tells us that 

we must receive the remission of sins. Does this 

mean that we should do evil things on purpose so 

that grace may abound? Certainly not. Since 

human beings were infected with sin starting 

from the day they were born, they are destined to 
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go to hell due to the wounds of contaminated sin. 

Therefore, God told them to receive the remission 

of sins Jesus had already prepared for them. He is 

the God of salvation and advises all of us to receive 

salvation by accepting the word of His 

righteousness, which is the truth, into our hearts. 

 

 

What is a human being by nature? 
 

Verses 13-18 state, “Their throat is an open 

tomb; with their tongues they have practiced 

deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips; 

whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. 

Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction 

and misery are in their ways; and the way of 

peace they have not known. There is no fear of 

God before their eyes.” 

 

“With their tongues they have practiced 

deceit.” How well all those people deceive! In 

John, it was written, “When he speaks a lie, he 

speaks from his own resources” (John 8:44). 

“I’m telling the truth, it’s the truth. Do you 

understand me?” All of the words that a person 

who has not been born again strongly asserts to 

be true are false. 

A person who has not yet been born again 

cannot help but tell lies whenever he/she talks to 

people. He/she stresses that all of what he/she 

has said is true, but it is the paradoxical evidence 

that proves that every time he/she tells a lie, 

he/she deceives people by saying that it’s the 

truth. All of the things that a person who has not 

yet been born again says are false because he/she 

does not believe in God’s righteousness.  

 

A swindler never performs foul play after 

telling people that what he does is fraudulent. He 

talks as if it were genuine. He talks to people 
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realistically and sincerely to make them trust him. 

“I tell you the very, very, very truth. If you invest 

some money in this, you will earn tons of money 

in return. Just invest a million dollars and within 

a year, you will get about two million dollars 

more than you have invested. In the next couple 

of years, you will earn so much money. This is 

the newest type of business and it is absolutely 

safe. Come on, you must hurry and make up your 

mind because many others are waiting.” This is 

what a swindler tells people. You should keep in 

mind that a person who has not received the 

forgiveness of sins practices deceit with his/her 

tongue. 

 

The Bible says that when Satan speaks a lie, 

he speaks from his own resources. Everything a 

person who has not been born again from sin 

says is a lie. It is no wonder that a minister who 

has not been born again deceives the church 

members by saying they will become rich if they 

offer large amounts of tithes to the church. 

Moreover, he may say that once a person 

becomes an elder of the church, the person will 

become rich by ‘the irresistible blessings of 

God.’ Why do people try so hard to become an 

elder? It is because of the lies of the false 

ministers who claim that God will fill one with 

material wealth once he/she becomes an elder. 

There are so many Christians who have been 

deprived of their properties after trying to be an 

elder. They have paid excessive devotions for 

their swindling ministers because they wished to 

be elders. 

 

Let’s pay attention to Romans 3:10 again. The 

phrase, “as it is written,” indicates to us that the 

following verses are quotations from the Old 

Testament. Rather than giving additional 

explanations, Paul quoted the exact phrase from 
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the original Scripture: “For there is no 

faithfulness in their mouth; Their inward part is 

destruction; Their throat is an open tomb; They 

flatter with their tongue” (Psalm 5:9). “Their 

feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed 

innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of 

iniquity; Wasting and destruction are in their 

paths” (Isaiah 59:7). People who go to hell 

because they do not know God’s righteousness 

are so pitiful.  

 

Verse 19 states, “Now we know that whatever 

the law says, it says to those who are under the 

law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 

world may become guilty before God.”  

The law brings about wrath (Romans 4:5). 

God gives the law to those who have not yet 

been born again in order to make them perceive 

themselves as sinners. The law teaches every 

sinner that he/she is incapable of living according 

to His law. It was clearly said that God did not 

give us the law for us to live by it. Then does 

God make the law void? No, He does not do that. 

God said that He gave us the law through Moses 

in order to teach us that we are sinners. He wants 

us to realize our sinful natures through the law 

and that it was not given for us to keep it. The 

role of the law is to point out how insufficient 

and infirm we are as human beings. 

So, verse 20 states, “Therefore by the deeds of 

the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for 

by the law is the knowledge of sin.” No flesh will 

be justified in His sight by the deeds of the law. 

Not only for Paul himself, but also for all the 

other servants of God, “by the deeds of the law 

no flesh will be justified in His sight.” There is 

none who can keep the law, none who will be 

able to keep it, and none who has kept it. 

Therefore, the conclusion is that one cannot 

become righteous by the deeds of the law. 
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Can we be transformed into righteous people 

by keeping the law? When we see these passages, 

we can easily think that we may become holy, 

step-by-step, to finally reach sanctification by 

living good lives through our deeds after we 

become believers in Jesus. However, this is not 

true at all. Saying that one can enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven by being sanctified 

incrementally is absolutely false.  

 

All those who have not been born again are 

still under the law of God, the law of sin and 

death (Romans 8:2). It is because once a person 

becomes a Christian, he/she thinks that he/she 

must live by God’s words. Christians feel 

obligated to keep the law with their deeds, but in 

actuality, they cannot live by the law at all. 

That’s why they come to say prayers of 

repentance every day. They don’t realize that 

they are falling into the mire of a hopeless 

religion; namely Christianity. This proves that 

living this sort of religious life is wrong from the 

start. Trying to keep God’s law after 

misunderstanding the law leads Christian-

religionists to the confrontation of God’s 

righteousness, even though the law is only there 

to teach people that they are sinners. 

The Doctrine of Incremental Sanctification in 

Christianity is the same religious doctrine as of 

the heathenish religions of the world. Similar to 

the doctrine of entering Nirvana in Buddhism, in 

Christianity, the Doctrine of Incremental 

Sanctification states that one’s flesh and spirit 

becomes holier and holier after one starts 

believing in Jesus, and one finally becomes holy 

enough to enter Heaven. 

One who has been born with the infection of 

sin can only do the work of spreading sin during 

one’s entire lifetime. The reason for this is 

because one has already been infected with sin. 
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The virus of sin comes out of one’s body even if 

one does not mean to spread sin. There is only 

one cure for this disease. It is to listen and 

believe in the word of the gospel of truth that 

contains God’s righteousness. One can be saved 

from all sin and even receive eternal life if one 

hears and believes in the words of the true 

remission of sins, which enables us to receive the 

spiritual circumcision. 

 

How can there be a person in this world who 

lives perfectly according to the law even after 

he/she is born again? There is none. The Bible 

states, “By the law is the knowledge of sin” 

(Romans 3:20). Isn’t this truth clear and simple? 

Adam and Eve left the word of God by not 

believing and falling into sin by being deceived 

by Satan in the Age of Innocence, and they came 

to pass on all the sins to their descendents after 

the incident. However, even though all human 

beings inherited sin from their ancestors, they did 

not even know that they were truly born as sinners. 

Since the time of Abraham, God gave 

mankind the concrete knowledge on His 

righteousness to let all people receive the 

remission of sins by believing in the word of God. 

 

 

Paul talks about the righteousness of 

God apart from the law 
 

Verses 21-22 state, “But now the 

righteousness of God apart from the law is 

revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through 

faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who 

believe. For there is no difference.”  

It is said that the righteousness of God is 

revealed, “being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets.” “The Law and the Prophets” implies 
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the Old Testament. Now, Paul talked about the 

gospel of God’s righteousness that was revealed 

through the sacrificial system of the tabernacle. 

The Scriptures clearly show us God’s 

righteousness by which one can receive the 

remission of sin through the sin offering, and 

Paul’s faith was also based on the faith in God’s 

righteousness, which is revealed in all the 

Scriptures. 

Paul declares that anyone who has faith in 

Jesus Christ can indiscriminately obtain God’s 

righteousness. One’s being saved or not is 

absolutely up to one’s belief or unbelief. So, he 

says that the righteousness of God is revealed 

“through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 

who believe. For there is no difference.” 

 

What is true faith? Who is the substance of 

faith? It is Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:2 states, 

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 

our faith.” We should learn about God’s truth 

from a born again saint and receive salvation in 

Jesus Christ by believing in this truth and then 

live by the faith in God’s words. Believing in the 

Lord’s righteousness with the heart is to have 

true faith.  

Romans 10:10 states, “For with the heart one 

believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation.” We can 

become righteous by believing in Jesus’ baptism 

and blood with our hearts and be confirmed in 

our salvations by confessing our faiths with our 

mouths. The remission of sins cannot be obtained 

by our deeds, but just by our faiths in God’s 

righteousness. 

Verses 23-25 state, “For all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, being justified 

freely by His grace through the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a 

propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
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demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that 

were previously committed.” 

The Bible states that all have sinned, and 

therefore, they fall short of the glory of God. 

Sinners had no other choice but to go to hell. 

However, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus and God’s righteousness, people 

received the remission of sins freely. People 

became sinless because they believed in God’s 

righteousness. God set forth Jesus as a 

propitiation by His blood through faith.  

 

When we take a look at verses 25-26, it is 

written, “whom God set forth as a propitiation by 

His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance God 

had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed, to demonstrate at the present time 

His righteousness, that He might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”  

Here, the phrase, “to demonstrate His 

righteousness” refers to God’s righteousness, 

which was accomplished by the righteous act of 

Jesus Christ. The reason Jesus shed blood on the 

Cross was because prior to His death, He had 

fulfilled all the righteousness of God by being 

baptized by John at the Jordan River (refer to 

Matthew 3:13-17). God the Father made Jesus 

into a sacrifice of propitiation for the sin of this 

world in order to make peace between human 

beings and Himself. Jesus was the incarnation of 

God’s righteousness. 

Jesus took away all the sins of this world by 

receiving baptism from John. Jesus became the 

alpha and the omega. This means that everyone 

can receive salvation from sin if he/she believes 

in the words that state that the Lord blotted out 

all the sins of the world, from the very beginning 

until the end.  



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

150   Introduction to Romans Chapter 3 

 

God’s righteousness that Jesus fulfilled 

allowed us to be at peace with God. It was made 

so that only a person who was at peace with God 

would be able to enter Heaven. Only after I 

started believing in the gospel of truth did I come 

to understand the verse, “God set forth Jesus as 

a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 

demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that 

were previously committed.” In the time of His 

forbearance, I came to understand and believe in 

God’s righteousness through Jesus.  

 

God’s righteousness was fulfilled in the past 

perfect tense, which indicates that it had already 

been fulfilled. We received the remission of sins 

by faith in the true Word that says that Jesus 

eliminated all our sins by His baptism and blood. 

Even though our spirits have been forgiven of sin 

all at once, our fleshes still cannot help but 

commit sin. God referred to the sin we commit in 

this present world as ‘sin committed previously.’  

Why? God set up the baptism of Jesus as the 

starting point of salvation. Therefore, the 

remission of sins was fulfilled all at once through 

the righteousness of God, which Jesus Christ had 

fulfilled. The sins we commit with the flesh at 

this time are sins that have already been 

eliminated through the baptism of Jesus in God’s 

view. All the sins of the world have already been 

forgiven in the sight of God. ‘To pass over the 

sins previously committed’ means ‘to consider 

the wages of the sins to have already been paid.’ 

All the sins of this world are sins that have 

already been washed away by the baptism the 

Lord received and His blood on the Cross. 

Therefore, all the sins of mankind from the 

beginning of this world until the end, from the 

time of Adam until the last day of the earth and 

even the sins that people are currently 
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committing are the sins ‘previously committed’ 

that Jesus had eliminated in the past. Those who 

believe in God’s righteousness are without sin. 

This truth is that the previously committed sins 

have been passed over already. Even the sins we 

are committing at this very moment are also part 

of the sins previously committed and forgiven in 

God’s view. People of this world are committing 

the sins that had been eliminated by God’s Son, 

who was sent to this world to take away all the 

sins of the world. The sins we are committing 

right now are sins that our Lord had already 

eliminated. Do you understand what this means? 

 

Jesus said that He had already blotted out the 

sins of this world by God’s righteousness. One 

could misunderstand this if one doesn’t really 

understand the meaning of this passage. In the 

Lord’s perspective, the sins we human beings 

commit are sins that had already been put into 

judgment since He Himself got baptized at the 

Jordan River and was judged at the Cross. The 

reason God tells us not to worry about the sins is 

because Jesus came to this world and made 

people perfectly sanctified all at once. 

This truth Paul talks about in this passages is 

very important to one who has been saved by 

believing in God’s righteousness. However, 

people who have not been born again ignore 

God’s righteousness and will go to hell. Brethren, 

you should listen and fully understand the word 

of God. Only then will it be good to the 

establishment of your faith and to the preaching 

of the gospel to another person. Do you know 

that God convicts the world of sin, righteousness, 

and of judgment in order to finally mention His 

righteousness? (John 16:8) 

God set forth Jesus as a propitiation by His 

blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness because in His forbearance, God 
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had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed. Since God set forth Jesus as a 

propitiation, He teaches us that even the sins 

previously committed had already been 

eliminated. Therefore, we became righteous by 

believing in God’s righteousness.  

In verse 26 it is written, “to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus.” ‘At the present time,’ God allows us to 

have eternal life, and He doesn’t want to 

condemn the world. ‘At the present time,’ when 

God sent Jesus Christ to ‘demonstrate His 

righteousness’, the Lord demonstrated God’s 

righteousness by His baptism and blood. God 

made His only begotten Son come to this world 

to be baptized and crucified and thereby 

demonstrated to us His love and righteousness.  

God fulfilled all His righteousness through 

Jesus. Every believer in God’s righteousness is 

righteous. Our God fulfilled the righteous act of 

blotting out the sins of the world once and for all. 

Can we then believe in God’s righteousness with 

our hearts? God says that we are righteous and 

without sin when we believe in His righteousness. 

Why? Isn’t a believer in Jesus sinless since He 

has already done the righteous act of washing 

away all of our sins? A believer in God’s 

righteousness is righteous because he/she 

possesses no sin. Because the Lord had blotted 

out all the sins we commit during our entire lives, 

we are able to believe in God’s righteousness. 

Otherwise, we would never have been able to 

receive the righteousness of God. 

 

 

There is only God’s righteousness to 

boast about 
 

Verses 27-31 state, “Where is boasting then? 
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It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but 

by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a 

man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of 

the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He 

not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 

Gentiles also, since there is one God who will 

justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith. Do we then make 

void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the 

contrary, we establish the law.” 

Establishing the law means that we cannot be 

saved from sins by our deeds. We are weak and 

imperfect creatures, but God’s righteousness 

made us perfect by His word. Believing in God’s 

word of righteousness has saved us. Even after 

we are saved from sins, our Lord continues to 

speak to us, saying, “You are insufficient, but I 

made you sanctified. Therefore, you should draw 

near to God with His righteousness.” 

In verse 27, it is written, “Where is boasting 

then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, 

but by the law of faith.” One should know the 

law of God’s righteousness that God has 

established and believe in this law of His 

righteousness. “By what law? Of works? No, but 

by the law of faith.”  

You should know that we are delivered from 

our sins only when we believe in God’s 

righteousness and cannot be saved by our own 

deeds. Romans chapter 3 talks about this part 

through Paul the Apostle. “Will their unbelief 

make the faithfulness of God without effect? 

Certainly not!” A believer in God’s 

righteousness will stand fast, but one who 

doesn’t believe in God’s righteousness will fall. 

Romans chapter 3 reveals God’s righteousness 

clearly. You should keep in mind that God 

established the law of His righteousness to make 

those who believe in their own thoughts fall. God 

completely saved us from all sin. Therefore, we 
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can be saved from all sin by believing in God’s 

Word that reveals His righteousness. We come to 

inherit the Kingdom of God and have peace with 

Him by believing in His righteousness. 

 

Those who don’t believe in God’s 

righteousness cannot have peace in their hearts. 

The question of whether one is blessed or cursed 

depends on whether one believes in God’s 

righteousness or not. If one does not take in the 

words of God’s righteousness, he/she will be 

judged according to the just condemnation of 

God’s words. Salvation originates from God’s 

love and then we receive salvation from our sins 

by believing in His righteousness. We praise our 

Lord who gave us this faith in God’s 

righteousness. Let’s give thanks for the fact that 

we have the same faith Paul the Apostle had! We 

praise the Lord. 

We also praise and give thanks to Him for we 

have been delivered from all sin by believing in 

Jesus’ baptism and His blood on the Cross. If it 

had not been for this salvation, the faith, or the 

church of God, we would have never been able 

to receive the remission of sins. We truly 

believed in God’s righteousness with the heart, 

and confession was made into salvation with the 

mouth. We give thanks to God who saved us 

from all sin with His righteousness. � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 3:1-8 

 

 

In What Aspects were the Jews 

Better Than the Gentiles? 
 

“What advantage then has the Jew, or what 

is the profit of circumcision? Much in every 

way! Chiefly because to them were committed 

the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2). 

 

Paul the Apostle said in Romans chapter 3, 

that both the Jew and the Gentile were saved 

through the faith in God’s righteousness. But in 

what aspects were the Jews better than the 

Gentiles? It was chiefly because the Jews held 

the oracles of God. They listened to God’s words 

since the age of their ancestors. They thought 

they were better than the Gentiles because the 

oracles were handed down through them. 

However, God abandoned the Jews for they did 

not believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  

Nowadays there are Christians of such faith. 

They accept Jesus as their Savior and attend 

church but they are sinners. In fact, they are 

merely religionists. They never received God’s 

righteousness, and thus they still remain sinful 

though they believe in Jesus somehow. These 

Christians do not have any of the benefits of 

believing in Jesus.  

 

 

By Not Believing in God’s 

Righteousness 
 

“For what if some did not believe? Will 

their unbelief make the faithfulness of God 

without effect? Certainly not! Indeed, let God 
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be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 

‘That You may be justified in Your words, and 

may overcome when You are judged.’ But if 

our unrighteousness demonstrates the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is 

God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a 

man.) Certainly not! For then how will God 

judge the world? For if the truth of God has 

increased through my lie to His glory, why am 

I also still judged as a sinner? And why not 

say, ‘Let us do evil that good may come’? ─ as 

we are slanderously reported and as some 

affirm that we say. Their condemnation is 

just” (Romans 3:3-8). 

 

Will our unbelief make the faithfulness of God 

without effect? God’s righteousness does not 

fade just because we don’t believe in it. How 

could it possibly be abolished just because 

people don’t believe it? If the Jews do not 

believe in God’s righteousness, the Gentiles will. 

Whoever believes in His righteousness will be 

saved from all sins. That is why God abandoned 

the Jews for not believing in Him though they 

claimed to be better than the Gentiles.  

 

As no one can be saved by one’s own good 

deeds or morality, the Jews also weren’t able to 

save themselves from sin. Therefore, the Jews 

and the Gentiles could not have been saved 

unless they believed in Jesus Christ, who is 

God’s righteousness, as their Savior. God gave 

the Gentiles the same opportunity to believe in 

Him while He abandoned the Jews who turned 

their backs to Him. Likewise, every nominal 

Christian will be abandoned unless he/she is born 

of water and the Spirit by receiving the 

righteousness of God. 
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Righteousness by faith 
 

The word that Paul the Apostle preached was 

this: “Right now, God gave His righteousness, 

the gift of salvation from our sins, to many 

people. Now the only thing left for you to do is 

to believe in the gospel of the baptism of Jesus 

and His bloodshed on the Cross.” But there are 

still many who do not believe in the righteous 

gospel though it is clearly witnessed by Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood on the Cross. Even so, 

God blessed every believer in His righteousness 

to be His child. God’s righteousness will never 

become ineffective just because only a few 

people believe in His blessings. 

Whoever believes in the gospel of 

righteousness will receive God’s righteousness. 

But if one does not believe in His righteousness, 

one would make Him a liar, which would be a 

serious sin against God. Moreover, if one stands 

on the side of those who fight against God, 

he/she would be exterminated for sin.  

 

God had completed His righteousness to save 

all the sinners. Do not think that God’s 

righteousness could be abolished because people 

do not believe in it. Paul the Apostle spoke of 

God’s righteousness like this: “Will their unbelief 

make the faithfulness of God without effect? 

Certainly not!” (Romans 3:3-4) God gave this 

world the gift of salvation from His 

righteousness and accomplished that plan 

through the baptism and blood of His only 

begotten Son, Jesus Christ. This is God’s 

righteousness. He gives glory and nobility to 

those who believe in His righteousness.  

What is the greatest gift God has given to all 

human beings? It is His righteousness. What 

exactly is God’s righteousness? It is God’s 

sending His son to deliver all people from their 
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sins through the price of His blood and allowing 

us to become His children. God planned to give 

us the blessing of becoming His children before 

the creation of the world.  

People who still do not believe in His 

righteousness are trapped inside their own sin. 

Do you think that God’s righteousness will 

disappear because someone does not believe in 

it? Of course not! God’s righteousness is 

everlasting. Those who do not believe will fall 

into the pits of hell when time comes to an end.  

God’s righteousness that saves sinners will 

never fade away. A person who accepts His 

righteousness will receive the blessing of 

salvation, because God has given us His words 

saying, “That You may be justified in Your words, 

And may overcome when You are judged” 

(Romans 3:4). 

The Lord promised to give us His 

righteousness and has kept His promise 

thoroughly. Therefore, he blesses and curses 

those who deserve it. “That You may be justified 

in Your words, And may overcome when You are 

judged.” God, the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us to save us from all our sins. That is 

why Paul said, “You may be justified in Your 

words.” 

 

The Lord ascended to Heaven because He had 

completed God’s righteousness. We know He has 

been faithful to God the Father before Satan, all 

spiritual beings, and Himself. However, man is 

not steady and honest. They quickly change their 

minds to things they have declared when they 

realize that they are disadvantaged. God has 

never broken a promise to His people though. 

That is why we have to put the basis of our faith 

on the words of the gospel of God’s 

righteousness. “God is not a man, that He should 

lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has 
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He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, 

and will He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19) 

 

 

If Our Unrighteousness 

Demonstrates The Righteousness 

of God... 
 

“But if our unrighteousness demonstrates 

the righteousness of God, what shall we say? 

Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a 

man.)” (Romans 3:5)  

 

Let us take a look at above passage carefully. 

“But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say?” This 

passage shows how great the righteousness of 

God is. A man may be untrue but God is always 

true. 

Do you know about God’s righteousness? Did 

you know that our misdeeds reveal His 

righteousness even more? God is truly sincere 

and just. He is the Lord of our salvation. He is a 

very true God who fulfills His word as He has 

promised. Human beings cannot help doing evil 

deeds for they are born evil. But our 

unrighteousness brings God’s righteousness into 

relief more clearly.  

Some of us may wonder, “What does it mean 

that our unrighteousness demonstrates God’s 

righteousness?” In fact, God’s righteousness was 

revealed through the baptism of Jesus given by 

John because we cannot but sin continuously 

throughout our lives. We can discover this truth 

in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. All 

human beings cannot but commit sin in this 

world until they die.  

But God removed the sins altogether through 

God’s righteousness. God’s righteousness saves 
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not only the kindhearted and virtuous. Who else 

does He save? The love of God’s righteousness 

saves all sinners, even to the most vicious one, 

from falling into hell. There is no way to receive 

God’s love in our deeds. Though we have sinned 

and have no hope for Heaven, God saves us from 

the trap of Satan by sending down His Only Son. 

“But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say?” 

(Romans 3:5) The more mankind performs 

unrighteous acts, the more God’s righteousness is 

revealed. This is the gospel Paul the Apostle 

spoke of.  

Of course, it does not mean that you should do 

sinful acts on purpose; it emphasizes that we are 

unable to live without committing sins. All the 

descendants of Adam would not be able to 

continuously practice virtue even if they tried. 

That is why we should all believe in God’s 

righteousness. To do so, we must discard our 

hypocrisies. We might fall into a false faith of not 

being able to accept His righteousness if we 

hypocritically try to live kindheartedly. You can 

act virtuously before God only when you have 

received God’s righteousness.  

 

There is not a single person who can be 

righteous prior to believing in God’s 

righteousness. Then how can we, who are born 

sinners and cannot help but sin, be saved from 

our sins? Right at this point, God’s righteousness 

is indispensable to us, and it shines over our 

darkness. Therefore, people should change their 

minds about trying to treasure up their own 

virtues. Paul the Apostle said that he was also 

saved from his sins by the faith in God’s 

righteousness.  

But how do people who are not yet born again 

talk about this? They think that they have to 

believe in Jesus and do good deeds in order to be 
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saved from all their sins. That is why they are 

unable to be released of their sins. People who 

are really saved from all the sins in their lives 

believe in God’s righteousness and always praise 

it. They have discarded their own righteousness 

and only boast about God’s righteousness.  

We are saved from our sins not by our virtues 

along with the faith in God’s righteousness but 

by the faith in God’s righteousness only. “But if 

our unrighteousness demonstrates the 

righteousness of God, what shall we say?” 

People’s evil deeds will all the more prove how 

great the love and righteousness of God is.  

“For if the truth of God has increased through 

my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as 

a sinner? And why not say, “Let us do evil that 

good may come”? ─ as we are slanderously 

reported and as some affirm that we say. Their 

condemnation is just” (Romans 3:7-8). It says 

that those who do not accept God’s righteousness 

and fight against Him with their thoughts will be 

sent to hell. Their names are written in the Book 

of Judgment on account of their unbelief 

(Revelation 20:12). The Lord tells us to receive 

salvation through faith in God’s righteousness.  

Paul the Apostle said, “Is God unjust who 

inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.) Certainly 

not!” People are condemned to hell for not 

believing in the truth rather than because of their 

committing sins. That shows God’s righteousness. 

Is God wrong for saving people with His 

righteousness? No, definitely not. 

 

 

People Who Do Not Know about  

God’s Righteousness 
 

“For if the truth of God has increased 

through my lie to His glory, why am I also still 
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judged as a sinner?” (Romans 3:7) 

 

This passage starts with the fact that people 

sin instinctively because they are born with sin. 

Paul inquires, “How do you think God’s 

righteousness is more clearly revealed by such 

sinful people?” Paul says that those who are well 

aware of their sinful nature cannot but return a 

greater glory to God because, to wash away their 

sins, Lord Jesus sacrificed Himself through His 

baptism and death on the Cross. 

At this, people might say, “Then there is no 

need for virtues. If I was saved through faith, 

then I can sin more from now on since I don’t 

have any sin in me anymore.” But we have to 

know this; people do not sin because they want 

to sin. They sin because they can’t help sinning 

and because they are born with sin. As it is very 

natural for an apple tree to bear apples, it is 

natural for people who are born with sin to 

commit sins throughout their lives.  

However, God’s righteousness saves such 

sinners who always bear nothing but the fruits of 

sin, and always reveal their sinful nature. The 

Bible states that people, who have no way to be 

saved without God, are saved for believing in 

God’s righteousness, and it never means that we 

have to purposefully sin to receive God’s grace 

more abundantly. 

 

 

People Refute, “Wouldn’t People 

Sin More on Purpose?” 
 

“And why not say, “Let us do evil that good 

may come”? ─ as we are slanderously 

reported and as some affirm that we say” 

(Romans 3:8). 
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The assertion insisted by the people who were 

deceived by liars is about this. People of these 

days who are deceived by liars also say the same 

thing. The Epistle to the Romans was written 

about 2000 years ago and people still have the 

same misunderstanding. They refute, “Wouldn’t 

people sin more on purpose if they believed that 

all their sins were forgiven by Jesus Christ?” 

This question is the same as what the people of 

that time asked. They are speaking according to 

their carnal minds. Jesus forgave all the sins, 

regardless of people’s deeds. However, they do 

not accept the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

which shows God’s righteousness, for they think 

that they will not be able to be saved if they 

continue to sin. So they fail to come into the truth 

of salvation.  

Whether or not they have been forgiven, 

people go on sinning. But in truth, all of their 

sins disappeared through the righteousness of 

God. All human beings are saved from their sin 

by the faith in God’s righteousness. You will sin 

even after you have been forgiven for all your 

sins because everyone is still insufficient. 

Nevertheless, the righteous commit sin to a 

certain limit. People commit sin more frequently 

before they are forgiven of their sin because they 

do not recognize their sinful deeds as sin. After 

they are forgiven for what they understand as sin, 

they can hardly sin intentionally anymore.  

 

Some people refuted, “Why not say, ‘Let us do 

evil that good may come’?” but Paul answered, 

“Some affirm that we say this. Their 

condemnation is just” (Romans 3:8). It is fair 

that they are condemned because they do not 

believe in God’s righteousness. Why? They do 

not keep the faith in God’s righteousness but 

only hold fast to their carnal minds and 

hypocritical deeds.  
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Paul the Apostle said, “For what if some did 

not believe? Will their unbelief make the 

faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly 

not!” If you believe in God’s righteousness, you 

will be saved from all your sins. If you do not 

believe, then you will lose the grace of salvation. 

However, His righteousness will never fade out 

or become ineffective just because you do not 

believe in it. God’s righteousness is established 

firmly in the universe forever. 

God’s salvation has nothing to do with the 

righteousness of men. But there is a tremendous 

difference between those who believe in God’s 

righteousness and those who do not. People who 

believe in His righteousness are saved according 

to the truth, and people who do not cannot be 

saved and thus condemned to hell, according to 

the same truth. That is why Jesus is called by 

God “a stumbling stone and rock of offence” 

(Romans 9:33). An evil person can become 

righteous if he/she just believes in God’s 

righteousness, but even a kindhearted person 

must be judged and desolated at the price of 

his/her sin, on account of his/her unbelief. Jesus 

is a rock of offense to those who follow the 

hypocrisy of humankind. 

 

Can there be a righteous person with sins? No. 

Then, can there be a righteous person who sins? 

Yes. Some people worry that they cannot become 

righteous because they continuously commit sins 

although they believe in God’s righteousness. 

But we have to know it clearly that we become 

righteous not by our own deeds but only by our 

faith. God’s righteousness will take charge of all 

our sins, even the sins committed in the future, 

after we believe the gospel. We have become 

righteous through faith that the Lord took our 

sins in Jordan and died on the Cross for us.  

The Bible states, “There is not a just man on 
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earth who does good and does not sin” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20). There may be a righteous 

person who sins, but there isn’t anyone who 

remains a sinner even after he/she truly believes 

in God’s righteousness. Would you still be 

indebted even after you paid back a bill? If a rich 

father has paid enough money for his son to use 

during his lifetime, then the son will never be 

indebted; the salvation of the Lord is like this.  

No one can become righteous by not sinning. 

A human body cannot become perfect without 

sinning. One cannot help but eat when hungry 

and sin for they have greed and lust. This is the 

human fate. Even after conversion, you have to 

abandon the fixed idea that you will become 

righteous when you do not steadily sin. You 

cannot stop sinning because you are human, but 

you can be saved through the faith in God’s 

righteousness.  

People who have not been born again still 

follow their carnal minds. You should remember 

the verse that says, “That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 

is spirit” (John 3:6). No one can take away the 

sins of another, but God has the power to wipe 

out all the sins of humankind, who cannot but sin 

throughout their whole lives. 

It was God who washed away all our sins and 

enabled us to call ourselves righteous in our 

consciousness. God gave us the grace to call 

ourselves righteous when we are but sinning 

beings and allowed us to call Him our Father. 

Faith has the power to free those who believe in 

the words of truth from sin. You cannot become 

righteous by your own hypocritical faith. 

People who have not yet been born again are 

always trapped inside their own thoughts. That is 

why sinners cannot break away from their carnal 

minds. Even though they believe in Jesus with 

their lips, it is beyond their understanding that 
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God’s righteousness has saved them completely. 

If you want to be born again, you must listen and 

believe in the word of righteousness preached by 

the born-again saints. The born again believers 

have the Holy Spirit within their hearts, so they 

are able to make every listener born again. You 

have to keep this in mind. If you really want to 

receive the blessing of being born again, you 

have to meet a righteous, born again person! One 

can become sinless only by the faith in God’s 

righteousness shown through Jesus Christ. � 
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If Our Unrighteousness 

Demonstrates the 

Righteousness of God,  

What Shall We Say? 
 

 

< Romans 3:1-8 >  

“What advantage then has the Jew, or what 

is the profit of circumcision? Much in every 

way! Chiefly because to them were committed 

the oracles of God. For what if some did not 

believe? Will their unbelief make the 

faithfulness of God without effect? Certainly 

not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a 

liar. As it is written: ‘that you may be justified 

in Your words, and may overcome when you 

are judged.’ But if our unrighteousness 

demonstrates the righteousness of God, what 

shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts 

wrath? (I speak as a man.) Certainly not! For 

then how will God judge the world? For if the 

truth of God has increased through my lie to 

His glory, why am I also still judged as a 

sinner? And why not say, ‘Let us do evil that 

good may come’? ─ as we are slanderously 

reported as some affirm that we say. Their 

condemnation is just.” 

 

 

What advantage has a Jew over a Gentile? The 

Jews are people who have received God’s words 

and are in charge of them. God called on 

Abraham and promised him that He would give 

him descendents, and to his descendents He 

promised to send the Savior through the 

sacrificial system in the law. The only advantage 

Jews had over the Gentiles was that they 

possessed the faith of the ancestors. They were 
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the ones who were in charge of God’s words and 

were in awe of God. 

Let’s look at Romans chapter 2 verse 17. It 

talks about what advantage a Jew had. The 

advantage the Jews had over the Gentiles was 

that they had been circumcised. Circumcision 

was God’s covenant that He would be God of 

Abraham and his descendents. Even though 

circumcision is the removal of a male’s foreskin, 

it spiritually refers to the cutting off of the sin 

from our heart, in other words, the remission of 

the sins by believing in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit. However, the Jews actually did 

not receive the spiritual circumcision; they were 

Abraham’s descendents who had received only 

the physical circumcision. 

 

Then did the Jews indeed gain an advantage 

over the Gentiles by that physical circumcision? 

They didn’t have an advantage over the Gentiles 

because they did not spiritually believe in Jesus 

and thus, could not obtain redemption from sin 

by the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Likewise, Christian-religionists are not any better 

off than those of various religions. Those who 

believe in Christianity should believe in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit the Lord has 

given. If not, such Christian-religionists are not 

much better off than those who believe in 

heathen religions. To believe in Christianity 

means to believe in Jesus Christ, His baptism and 

blood of the Cross. 

There are some global religions in this world; 

Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and 

Confucianism. And there are many sects in each 

religion. 

By the way, is there any one religion out of 

such religions as Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Judaism and Confucianism that contain the truth 

of the remission of human sin? ─ Certainly not. 
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─ There is not even one religion that is able to 

forgive the human sin among them. Certainly, 

there is no other name except Jesus Christ who 

can save us from sins, as it is written, “Nor is 

there salvation in any other, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

However, if Christians possess sin just like 

those who believe in Buddhism, what makes 

them better off than others? Since the believers in 

Jesus give large sums of offerings when they go 

to church and do lots of volunteer works to 

comfort their sinful hearts just like a Buddhist 

believer donates a lot of money to his/her temple 

while chanting a sutra whenever he/she feels a 

sense of sin, Christians have no advantage 

because they are not better than any other 

religious people. 

It is written that one cannot enter or see the 

Kingdom of God unless he/she is born again of 

water and the Spirit. If people don’t know about 

being born again of water and the Spirit, there is 

no advantage to believing in Jesus. 

In fact, what Paul the Apostle talked about in 

Romans is something that is a great challenge for 

Christian believers today. 

 

 

We should all return to the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit 
 

Therefore, even those who are inside 

Christianity at this moment should return to God 

by believing in the gospel of the water and the 

Holy Spirit. Many Christians try very hard to 

guide other people into Christianity. However, 

we often see that these people are not able to 

teach God’s righteousness after drawing in the 

others to their churches. How can one teach the 

words of the gospel of the water and the Spirit if 
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he/she doesn’t personally know about it? 

Therefore all Christians should return to God and 

be remitted for all their sins by believing in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit that God our 

Father has given to us through Jesus Christ. Then, 

they can obtain the righteousness of God in their 

hearts. 

 

‘The Jews’ in this passage do not represent the 

actual Jews. It implies all the nominal Christians 

actually. Those who have not been born again 

because they did not believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit should now return to the 

gospel. Christians should carefully examine 

whether they believe in the words of the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit or not, and if they 

believe in the wrong way, they should return. 

Just like the words, “They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9), the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit is being fully spread to 

the whole world at this moment. Even Koreans 

cannot say that they’ve never heard about the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

What kinds of jobs do Christians do these 

days? Even though Christianity is formally 

different from other religions in some rituals 

such as the Christian marriages, funerals or 

worships held to cherish a deceased one, 

Christians, similar to all the other religionists, are 

absolutely unaware of the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit. 

Therefore, I tell you that you should return to 

the faith in the gospel of the water and the Holy 

Spirit. However, you can listen to the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit only when you meet 

those who truly know and believe in God’s 

righteousness in this gospel. This gospel is the 

treasure of the remission of sins found inside 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

171   If Our Unrighteousness Demonstrates the Righteousness of God, 
What Shall We Say? 

 

God’s plan, which the Bible talks about. Even 

though there are some that discard the gospel 

right after hearing it, we truly give thanks before 

God. 

 

When I was a theological student, I had 

repeatedly asked for the reason why Jesus got 

baptized because I had been very curious about 

the object of His baptism until I came to know 

the truth. Even when I asked a person who was 

said to have great knowledge about the Bible, he 

could not give me the answer. However, it was 

God who made me realize the truth. The answer 

was found in Matthew 3:15, which said that 

Jesus’ baptism was the fulfillment of God’s 

righteousness by having taken over all our sins. I 

was able to meet God through His righteousness 

and He also absolutely eliminated my sins. 

Moreover, God the Father led me to become a 

preacher of the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

and has been blessing me to do this work even 

until now. 

 

Since then, by God’s grace, I have never 

preached His word without mentioning the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, and have been 

able to fully spread the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit to the church of God. If I didn’t do so, 

your faiths and souls would die; your faiths 

would get lost and become distant from God for 

eternity. Inside the born again church, all the sub-

organizations such as Sunday school, Youth 

Fellowship, Adult Men Fellowship and Women’s 

Fellowship should all be full of faith by the 

witness of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Anyone who believes in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, which contains God’s 

righteousness, obtains the remission of sin and 

he/she can preach God’s righteousness. A 

believer in God’s righteousness has already 
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obtained the remission of all his/her sins. 

Therefore, this kind of person will live for God’s 

righteousness because he/she has already 

obtained it by faith. A believer in God’s 

righteousness will receive all the spiritual 

blessings from heaven. 

 

 

What is the gospel of the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, which is God’s 

righteousness? 
 

Verse 3 states, “For what if some did not 

believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness 

of God without effect?”  

Will the faithfulness of God be made without 

effect if people don’t believe in Him? Certainly 

not. The righteousness of God will not disappear 

even if we don’t believe in it. God is not a person, 

and His faithfulness will not be made without 

effect because of us. The gospel of the water and 

the Spirit that contains God’s righteousness 

saved us eternally from all sins, and believers 

have obtained salvation from all their sins by 

faith. Even if sinners don’t believe in the 

righteousness He has given and go to hell on 

account of their unbelief, there will be no loss for 

Him. There will be a loss only for the person 

who does not believe.  

God’s righteousness can never be affected by 

human unbelief. Since God has truly saved all 

sinners from their sins by His righteousness, 

regardless of whether one believes in Him or not, 

God’s faithfulness will not be without effect. The 

word ‘His faithfulness’ means His truthfulness. It 

also indicates that there is no change in the 

remission of sins Jesus has given to us by getting 

baptized by John and shedding blood on the 

Cross for our sins. God’s righteousness, which 
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gives us the remission of sin, will eternally exist 

together with the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. 

Did God truly save us from all the sin in this 

world by the words of the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit? ─ Yes, He did. ─ God’s 

righteousness is revealed and born witness to 

inside the gospel of the water and the Holy Spirit. 

The truth by which all of mankind gets saved 

from sin is contained inside the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit.  

 

Then what is the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit? Listen. God sent His Son Jesus Christ to 

this world in order to save the sinners in this 

world from all their sins. When Jesus turned 

thirty, He went to John the Baptist who used to 

baptize people at the Jordan River. Jesus took 

over all the sins of mankind by getting baptized 

by John the Baptist, who was the representative 

of all mankind (Matthew 3:13-17, 11:11-13). 

Jesus, who took over the sin of the world by 

getting baptized by John, paid the wages of all 

the sins and received all the judgment on our 

behalf by shedding His blood on the Cross. 

The baptism God performed and His blood of 

the Cross are essential parts of the salvation that 

washed away the sins of all sinners. What is the 

mission that Jesus truly accomplished when He 

came into this world? It was to fulfill the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit. This is not a religious 

doctrine or something of falsehood, but a 

righteous act of salvation that Jesus 

accomplished to truly save sinners from sin. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. For 

God did not send His son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through 
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Him might be saved” (John 3:16-17). The reason 

God the Father sent His only begotten Son to this 

sinful world was because He wanted to save you 

and me from the overflowing sin. God the Father 

sent His only Son, Jesus to this world because He 

loved us, the people of this world so much. What 

did He do by sending Jesus to this world? He had 

Jesus get baptized by John in order to eliminate 

all the sins of this world. God the Father did not 

just say by lips that He ‘loved’ us, but He 

actually sent us His beloved and rejoiced Son 

Jesus and made Him take over the sins of the 

world with His body. 

Therefore, a believer in Jesus gets saved from 

all his/her sin, but one who does not believe 

receives the punishment for the sin he/she 

possesses. The baptism and the blood of Jesus, 

by which God saved us because He loved us so 

much, does not disappear just because we don’t 

believe. The words God said to us and the 

remission of sin that He has given us do not 

disappear. Even if this universe eventually 

disappears, the remission of sin and His 

righteousness will exist forever. 

Let’s then think about the advantage of faith. 

Let me ask, “Is it more beneficial for one to 

believe, or is it better not to believe?” First of all, 

when God saved us from sin, He did it one-

sidedly without asking us, perhaps because He 

loved us so much. Are you going to refuse to 

believe in Him and receive His love because God 

saved you from the sins of this world by His 

unilateral righteousness? It will be your own loss 

if you don’t believe in His unconditional love by 

which God saved us from all sin by Jesus’ 

baptism and the bloodshed on the Cross. You will 

obtain the eternal remission of sin and enjoy an 

eternal life if you only believe in the blessed 

words that say that God eliminated the sins of 

this world by the righteous acts of Jesus.  
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Did God pass over all the sins including the 

sins of the most evil person, by making Jesus get 

baptized and take over the sins? ─ Yes, Jesus 

took all the sins of this world. ─ Did He 

eliminate all the sins that would be committed by 

all of mankind, both past and present, regardless 

of the fact whether the sin was of an ordinary 

citizen or of the worst criminal? Yes, Jesus 

washed away all the sins by the baptism He 

received from John and His bloodshed on the 

Cross. Like this, a believer in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit can receive the advantage of 

the remission of sin, but whoever does not 

believe in this beautiful gospel will simply be left 

out from the blessing. 

 

Will the faith of the people who believe in 

false doctrines make God’s faithfulness without 

effect? Certainly not. God eliminated all the sins 

of all the people by the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit. However, people who have erroneous 

faith try not to believe in the remission of sin that 

is made up of Jesus’ baptism and His blood on 

the Cross. Even if they try not to believe in this 

truth, God’s righteousness will never disappear. 

Sin still remains in their hearts even if they 

say they have already obtained the remission of 

sin by believing only in the blood of the Cross. 

One cannot obtain salvation from all sin by the 

blood of the Cross alone. Did Jesus only shed 

blood on the Cross in order to save sinners from 

the sins in this world? ─ No. ─ After being born 

to this world, Jesus first took over all the sins of 

this world onto His body by getting baptized by 

John the Baptist when He turned thirty years old. 

Then He died on the Cross and then resurrected 

from death.  

Could Jesus have gone to the Cross and died 

while shedding blood, even if He hadn’t taken 

over the sins through His baptism in advance? ─ 
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No, this could have never happened. ─ If the 

Lord had died on the Cross without taking over 

our sins by His baptism, His death would have 

not been related to us. Therefore, Jesus got 

baptized by John first and then died on the Cross. 

Jesus was able to go to the Cross because He had 

been baptized by John. Jesus took over all the 

sins at once by getting baptized. Both His 

baptism that He received from John and His 

death have the effect of salvation to those who 

believe in this truth. 

 

In Isaiah 53, it is written, “But He was 

wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 

for our iniquities; The chastisement for our 

peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 

healed” (Isaiah 53:5). The reason He died on the 

Cross was because God “has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). He surely took 

over our sins by His baptism. If He hadn’t taken 

over our sin through His baptism, He would 

never have been bruised on the Cross. The reason 

He was bruised was for our iniquities imputed to 

Him. He was chastised due to our transgressions.  

 

Then why don’t people believe together in His 

baptism and the blood? Why don’t people believe 

in this gospel of the water and the Spirit? It is 

because they do not know the reason why John 

baptized Jesus. 

Some people say that the baptism Jesus 

received from John is not important at all. They 

rather say the baptism was merely a symbol and 

allowed to reveal His modesty. They ask, “If the 

baptism Jesus received was so important in the 

remission of our sins, why does the Bible only 

stress the importance of the blood of the Cross?” 

However, God clearly said the importance of 

His baptism ‘at various times and in various 

ways’ (Hebrews 1:1) in the Scriptures. He 
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repeatedly said in the Old Testament that the 

baptism Jesus received in the New Testament 

was the same as the imposition of hands on the 

sin offering in the Old Testament. 

The place Jesus was baptized was the Jordan 

River, where the remission of the sins of all 

mankind happened. Thus, the incidents at the 

Jordan River in the Old Testament are the 

revelations of God’s righteousness, with which 

God would absolutely blot out all the sins of the 

world. When the priests tried to set their feet into 

the Jordan River while carrying the Ark of the 

Covenant in the time of Joshua, the waters of the 

Jordan suddenly cut off and stood as a heap. 

When Naaman, commander of the army of the 

king of Syria, dipped his body seven times in the 

Jordan, according to the saying of Elisha, the 

man of God, his disease was completely healed. 

Numerous records about the Jordan River and 

the imposition of hands come out in the Old 

Testament. One example of this would be when a 

sinner brought a sin offering without blemish to 

the Tabernacle to get his sins atoned. He used it 

to pass over his sin by laying his hands on the 

animal’s head (Leviticus 4:1-32). Like this, Jesus 

Christ came to this world as the Messiah, got 

baptized according to the sacrificial system of the 

Tabernacle, and atoned all the sin of the world by 

shedding His blood on the Cross. 

 

Not knowing why John baptized Jesus in the 

first place, today’s Christians just believe that 

Jesus took over the sins at the Cross. However, 

this kind of faith is of something that is based on 

one’s own thoughts. It is not written anywhere in 

the Bible that Jesus took over the sins of the 

world at the Cross. However, it was said many 

times that Jesus fulfilled all of God’s 

righteousness by getting baptized by John at the 

Jordan River (Matthew 3:13-17, Galatians 3:27, 
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1 Peter 3:21). The reason Jesus died at the Cross 

was because He had taken over all our sins by 

getting baptized by John. Because Jesus got 

baptized as our Savior, He was able to die on the 

Cross as the final fulfillment. 

If we know the overall conclusion to 

something, we often ask about the detailed 

process of it. A person who can explain the 

process in detail is one who knows both the 

conclusion and the whole process correctly. 

God’s righteousness can only be preached when 

one has faith in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit in every detail. It is written in the Bible 

that one can enter and see God’s Kingdom only 

when he/she is born again of water and the Spirit. 

It doesn’t mean that a person can enter and see 

God’s Kingdom if he/she believes in His blood 

of the Cross alone. 

If one believes in the blood of the Cross alone, 

one still knows only half of the truth. The main 

point of the Bible that is repeatedly said is the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. The Bible 

stresses the Divinity and humanity of Jesus, too. 

The remission of sin talked about in the Bible is 

Jesus’ baptism and His death on the Cross for our 

salvation. 

 

All Christians should believe in the truth of 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. They have 

to do so not because there is some special reason, 

but because they will go to hell unless they 

believe in it. However, God’s righteousness is not 

something that will disappear just because many 

Christians don’t believe in the baptism Jesus 

received. They will discover the remission of sin 

and the road to Heaven when they believe in the 

words of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Not a single person gets to be born again just 

because they believe in Jesus somehow. If one 

doesn’t believe in the gospel of the water and the 
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Spirit the Lord has given, even though this 

person says that he/she believes in Jesus, he/she 

will walk the same road as Judas Iscariot, who 

had to pay the wages of his sins. On the other 

hand, if one truly believes in Jesus and 

understands the reason why Jesus got baptized 

and died on the Cross as a result, he/she will get 

saved from all sin. 

Since God alone has planned and 

accomplished His righteousness, regardless of 

whether we believe in the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit in our hearts or not, we should believe 

in the everlasting righteousness of God. God’s 

righteousness, by which Father God saved us 

from the sin of the world through His only 

begotten Son, is eternal. 

 

Even though Peter and Judas committed the 

same sin before God, their faiths were clearly 

different. Even though Peter denied Jesus three 

times and cursed Him, he later returned to Him 

knowing who his real Savior was. Peter could not 

lose his salvation by believing in Jesus, who had 

remitted all his sins through the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit. How was Judas? After 

having sold away Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, 

he hung himself because he felt guilt in his 

conscience and because he wanted to take 

responsibility for his misdeed. 

True repentance is getting one’s sins remitted 

by believing in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit Jesus has given, and becoming God’s child 

even if his/her sin may be as evil as Peter’s. False 

repentance, on the other hand, is taking 

responsibility over one’s own sin, just like Judas 

did. 

 

We should return to God’s faithfulness. The 

way to return is by faith. The required faith is to 

believe that God saved us by the gospel of the 
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water and the Spirit because He saved us people 

who had fallen deep into sin. We should return to 

the faith in the gospel, which states that Jesus 

truly saved us from all our sins. Those who don’t 

will all go to hell. God do not want for people to 

be sent to hell. He is waiting for everyone to 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven by the faith in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. Don’t make 

God wait too long. 

 

 

God is true, but every man a liar 
 

Verse 4 states, “Certainly not! Indeed, let God 

be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 

‘That You may be justified in Your words, and 

may overcome when You are judged.’” 

What was the reason it says, “God be true but 

every man a liar”? It was because the Lord came 

to this world just as He had promised and 

fulfilled the work of completely saving us from 

our sins, so it is necessary to say that, “God is 

true but every man a liar.”  

Humans are always untrue and evil. However, 

God is always true. Where is this truthfulness of 

God revealed? God’s truthfulness is shown in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. The reason 

humans can be saved from their falsehoods is 

because they believe in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit, which God Himself had promised 

to us and fulfilled. The gospel of the water and 

the Spirit overcomes all lies and evildoings, and 

saves people from all unrighteousness. 

 

How does God judge people’s sin? God judges 

every one by examining whether the person 

possesses sin in his/her heart or not; in other 

words, whether the person has the faith in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit or not. If we 

have the faith by which we know and believe 
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God’s words, this faith of ours will allow us to go 

to Heaven when we go before God. On the other 

hand, if we don’t have the faith in the words, we 

will be punished. 

Therefore, God in conclusion said that we 

could overcome all the sins and lies only with the 

faith in God’s words. 

This part of today’s passage is a citation from 

Psalms 51. When David prayed for repentance, 

he said, “That You may be found just when You 

speak, And blameless when You judge” (Psalm 

51:4). David had committed adultery. He not 

only did this, but he even killed the woman’s 

husband after taking over the woman. Of course, 

he didn’t kill the man himself, but he killed him 

in an indirect way by sending him to the front of 

a dangerous battle. David was such a person. 

He violated all of God’s laws by having sexual 

desire for a woman, committing adultery, 

murdering, and serving other gods in front of 

God’s presence. 

 

By David’s side, there was a prophet named 

Nathan. One day, Nathan told David the story of 

a man who had a sheep. “There was once a poor 

man who raised a sheep, and he had only one 

sheep. There was also a wealthy man who had a 

lot of sheep. One day a visitor came to the 

wealthy man’s house, and this man served the 

visitor by snatching the only sheep from the poor 

neighbor.” When David heard the story he got 

angry and said, “What a wicked man he is! Who 

is this man? That kind of a man should receive 

God’s rage.” Nathan pointed his finger at David 

and replied, “This wealthy man is you, David.” 

 

When David heard this, he could say no more. 

He went before God and confessed. “If 

something is righteous according to the Lord’s 

judgment, then it certainly is. If you say 
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something is unrighteous, then it surely is. Please 

let things happen according to your own 

judgment, not mine. I believe if you the Lord say 

that I’m wrong, than I am certainly wrong, and if 

you say that I’m forgiven, then I’m forgiven.” He 

left all things to God’s judgment and His 

remission of sin. 

We believers in Jesus should take the same 

attitude before God. Whenever we are faced with 

trouble, the question is how God will judge me 

about the incident. If God says that it’s right, then 

it is, and if He says it isn’t right, then it isn’t. 

So, it is written in the Bible, “That You may be 

justified in Your words, and may overcome when 

You are judged.” God promised us that He would 

send us the Savior and He kept His words 

faithfully. God the Father sent Jesus Christ and 

made Him get baptized, shed blood on the Cross, 

and resurrect from death for our complete 

salvation. All the things the Lord did after 

coming to this world were the things that were 

promised to us. Because Jesus did everything 

according to the promises, we will be given the 

salvation from all the judgment and sins by 

believing in the words of the remission of sin 

God talked about. However, if we don’t believe 

in God’s righteousness, we will certainly be sent 

to hell and be given His rage just as He has said. 

The reason God overcomes His enemies is 

because He truly keeps His words of promise. 

With the truthfulness of His words, the words 

of the truth overcome lies. God has never lied or 

done anything evil. God’s goodness is perfect. 

Therefore, He fulfilled His promise that He 

would save all sinners from sin through the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
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Those who will go to hell even after  

having believed in Jesus 
 

If Christian-sinners stand before God while 

possessing sin in their hearts because they don’t 

believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 

the Lord will pass condemnation on them.  

“Why do you say that I will go to hell, even 

though I believe in You, Jesus? Am I going to 

hell just because I have a small amount of sin?” 

“Yes. I did promise you that I would eliminate 

your sins, and didn’t I get baptized and take over 

the sins in this world for you people? Then, why 

do you still have sin in your heart?”  

The remission of sin can be obtained only by 

faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. A 

person who believes according to the truth does 

not have sin. A person who doesn’t believe will 

be condemned for his/her sin and receive 

punishment according to the law. God executes 

something according to His words and He gives 

out prizes and punishments, depending on 

whether one believes or not. 

Therefore, it is not right to say that all go to 

Heaven just because they believe in Jesus 

somehow. The question of, “Do you know and 

believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit?” 

becomes important for a believer in Jesus. The 

words of the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

can be found anywhere in the Old and New 

Testament of the Bible. Those who believe in the 

righteousness of our God can confess their faiths 

in front of God and are therefore able to go to 

Heaven. 

 

Even though our own righteousness is filthy, 

God clothed us with the garment of His 

righteousness that He made Himself. 

The question of by what kind of faith we 

should walk before God is essential. A person 
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who believes in the words of God’s righteousness 

should walk up to God by the faith in the words. 

One should never walk before God with the 

power and experience one has acquired after 

seeing visions and performing miracles. Then, 

how did we come to know the words and obtain 

the remission of sin? We should discover God’s 

righteousness inside the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit and believe in it. One can stand before 

God by the faith in the words of God’s 

righteousness, get acknowledged by Him, and 

sufficiently enter the Kingdom of Heaven by 

faith. When we have committed transgressions 

and iniquities in this world and wish to escape 

from condemnation and the antagonism of Satan 

the demon, we can do so by having faith in the 

words of the water and the Holy Spirit. 

“Away with you Satan! The Lord got baptized 

at the Jordan River for me. He also shed His 

blood on the Cross. Wasn’t all righteousness 

fulfilled when Jesus Christ got baptized, just as 

the words, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”? John 

baptized Jesus in order to take over all my sins, 

including the sins I would commit until the day I 

die. All my sins were already transferred to Jesus 

at the time He got baptized. Jesus’ baptism was 

to take over my sins, His death was my own 

death, His bloodshed on the Cross was done for 

me, and His resurrection was to give me a new 

life. I believe in these things.”  

Once we believe in this, we can shout out, 

“Away with you Satan, by the name of Jesus 

Christ the Lord,” to Satan the demon. Satan will 

then go away after seeing our faiths in the true 

remission of sin. This is so even at this moment. 

 

The reason you and I are able to keep faith 

before God until the end is not because we 

possess strong wills or because our memories are 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

185   If Our Unrighteousness Demonstrates the Righteousness of God, 
What Shall We Say? 

 

good, but because we cannot deny God by the 

faith in the words of His righteousness. Don’t 

forget that because we have faithful hearts, we 

can overcome Satan by the faith in the words of 

God’s righteousness anytime, and that we can 

stand before God after overcoming ourselves. 

Those who don’t believe have already reserved 

hell for themselves. On the other hand, those 

who believe will receive the Holy Spirit as a gift 

and obtain eternal lives in Heaven by becoming 

God’s children. The Holy Spirit works so clearly 

inside the righteous, the children of God. 

 

 

Does the sin we commit demonstrate 

God’s righteousness better? 
 

Verse 5 states, “But if our unrighteousness 

demonstrates the righteousness of God, what 

shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? 

(I speak as a man.)” 

Do all the sins we commit demonstrate the 

righteousness of God? Yes, they do. Humans are 

so insufficient that they sin from the time they 

are inside their mothers’ wombs until the time 

they lie in their graves. Then, how many kinds of 

sin does one commit? One sins more than the 

number of sand grains of a beach and commits 

sins that are darker than the black clouds in the 

sky.  

However the iniquities we commit 

demonstrate God’s righteousness. Committing 

sin demonstrates that ‘God is right’ and that His 

love is so great. Because we are insufficient, 

God’s righteousness is demonstrated better inside 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. His 

righteousness of salvation by which God has 

saved us is demonstrated better because we 

humans are insufficient and feeble. 

Then is it wrong for God to judge sinners? It is 
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not wrong for God to judge sinners. It is certainly 

just to judge unbelievers and send down His 

furious rage onto them. On the hands, because 

those who believe in God’s righteousness possess 

His righteousness, God allows them to become 

His people and enjoy eternal prosperity and life 

in His arms. Since people did not believe in Him, 

even though God gave them the great grace of 

remission of their entire lifetimes’ worth of sins, 

it is not wrong at all for God to judge them for 

their sins. 

“Is God unjust?” This question asks if God 

also commits sins. Absolutely not. Therefore it is 

very just for God’s rage to be sent down to those 

who don’t believe in the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit containing God’s righteousness. Can 

those who possess sin even though they do 

believe in Jesus, complain that they are sent to 

hell? No, they can’t. Why? Because God clearly 

eliminated the sins of all mankind through His 

only begotten Son. Even if a person constantly 

sins, he/she has already been forgiven for the sins 

if he/she only doesn’t reject the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit. However, nothing can be 

done for those who are sent to hell because they 

didn’t believe in God’s righteousness, even 

though God has already taken over all the sins, 

no matter how evil the sin might have been. It is 

just for God to send down His rage to these 

people. There is nothing wrong about God. 

 

The question of whether one really believes in 

God’s righteousness or not depends on whether 

one has sin in his/her heart. Is the wrath of God 

on the souls of sinners, who are condemned to 

hell, just? ─ Yes, it certainly is. ─ 

The greatest sin before God is to refuse the 

love by which He sent His Son Jesus Christ to 

this world, making His Son take over all our sin 

by getting baptized, and then letting Him die on 
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the Cross. In other words, it is to abandon the 

love of God’s righteousness by ignoring and 

disbelieving the truthfulness of His salvation by 

which God gave us the remission of sin through 

His only begotten Son. This is the greatest of all 

sins. Therefore, those who are sent to hell are 

people who go there because they didn’t believe 

in God’s righteousness. It is such a great sin not 

to believe in God’s righteousness. 

Do some believers in Jesus go to hell? Of 

course. One cannot escape from being sent to 

hell if he/she does not believe in the baptism 

Jesus received and the Cross, but keeps on 

boasting about his/her own righteousness. Why 

does a believer in Jesus have sin in his/her heart? 

It is because he/she keeps on boasting his/her 

own righteousness instead of believing in God’s 

righteousness. A person who shows off his/her 

own righteousness can have sin in his/her heart. 

One who continuously tries to offer something 

proud before God will become a person with sin 

in his/her heart. However, God is happy when 

one is thankful for the salvation of God and 

therefore serves God’s work so that other souls 

can also get saved from sin. 

 

Even though God accepts the sacrifices we 

make for the Lord and for the gospel, He rejects 

the filthy offerings that are based on our own 

good deeds. This is because God is so pleased at 

our faith in His righteousness. 

In verses 6 and 7, it is written, “Certainly not! 

For then how will God judge the world? For if 

the truth of God has increased through my lie to 

His glory, why am I also still judged as a 

sinner?” 
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Do you believe that one’s own  

insufficiency demonstrate God’s  

righteousness better? 
 

In today’s passages, Paul the Apostle talked by 

the faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

What was He talking about? He said that one’s 

own insufficiency made God’s truth and His 

glory of the abundant salvation be better 

demonstrated. 

“If the truth of God has increased through my 

lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a 

sinner?” In other words, since the Lord saved us, 

who were so insufficient, the more our 

insufficiencies are demonstrated, the 

righteousness of salvation by which the Lord has 

saved us becomes greater and more glorious. 

The main point of the Bible is that in fact, 

even though all the people were not able to reach 

God’s glory because they had sinned, they were 

eventually able to reach the glory by believing in 

the grace and salvation of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Grace abounded much more where sin abounded 

due to our insufficiencies.  

The more we come to realize our 

insufficiencies, the salvation of God’s 

righteousness by which our sins were eliminated 

with the gospel of the water and the Spirit stands 

out more in our hearts. Is this right or not? ─ Yes 

it certainly is. ─ However, we don’t continue to 

sin in order that grace may abound (Romans 6:1).  

 

You and I get freed from all sin by believing in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit whenever 

we make mistakes and our insufficiencies and 

weaknesses are revealed during our lives. We 

come to praise God because we realize how 

amazing and boundless His love really is 

whenever we perceive that we are so insufficient 
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and that all our sins have been forgiven already. 

This is what Paul the Apostle meant to say in 

today’s passages. 

“For if the truth of God has increased through 

my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as 

a sinner?” Will I be judged for my sins? No, I 

won’t. Because the salvation God gave to me is 

greater than all the sins I commit, I will not 

receive the judgment by my faith. This is what 

Paul the Apostle repeatedly said throughout 

Romans. 

Since the salvation by which God saved us is 

so great and because the remission of sin Jesus 

gave us is also so great, a believer will not 

receive judgment for his/her sin, but instead go to 

Heaven as a just person by obtaining God’s 

righteousness. 

The just are the sinless people who have 

acquired God’s righteousness by faith. They are 

those who possess the Holy Spirit in their hearts 

after having received the remission of sin by 

believing in God’s righteousness. God eternally 

loves the just. He never sends them to hell 

because He loves His people forever. No matter 

how insufficient a believer in God’s 

righteousness might be, He will send him/her to 

Heaven by acknowledging him/her as His child.  

 

However, if one betrays His love, He will cut 

the person off from the salvation and all the 

blessings of Heaven. This is the sin of 

blaspheming against the Holy Spirit, which can 

never be forgiven for. Therefore, we should never 

commit that kind of sin. 

In the last days, Satan will ask the righteous to 

reject the beautiful gospel, which states that 

Jesus took over our sins by getting baptized, 

crucified and then resurrected from death. 

However, those who possess genuine faiths will 

never be able to reject the gospel of the water and 
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the Holy Spirit. 

 

The righteous can never reject God’s 

righteousness. We, the born-again saints cannot 

deny it. This strong faith, which cannot be 

discarded even in times when Satan deludes and 

threatens us, will let us become martyrs during 

the last days. We are able to keep our faiths 

because the gospel that states that Jesus saved us 

completely by water and the Holy Spirit is so 

precious. 

 

 

Is it right for one to do evil that God’s  

righteousness may come more  

abundantly? 
 

Verse 8 states, “And why not say, ‘Let us do 

evil that good may come’? ─ as we are 

slanderously reported and as some affirm that we 

say. Their condemnation is just.” 

Is it right for one to do evil that God’s 

righteousness may come more abundantly? We 

should think about this question. Should we 

continue to sin in order to let God’s 

righteousness be demonstrated better? No, we 

shouldn’t. Some people say such things to mock 

the just. Nowadays and even at the times of the 

apostles, people who didn’t believe in God’s 

righteousness said things such as the following: 

“Well, if we have gotten all our sin pardoned, 

then we are probably going to sin even more to 

let God’s righteousness be demonstrated better.”  

However, we should clearly know this. We 

don’t sin more because we have gotten all our 

sins remitted in the presence of God. We cannot 

help but sin even if we don’t wish to, because our 

bodies and souls are weak. It is not that we sin 

more because we have already gotten our sins 
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forgiven. A just person who has already received 

the remission of sin rather commits sin less than 

before. It is because the heart of a sinless and 

righteous person is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 

and He cannot dwell inside any filthy heart full 

of iniquities.  

However, we still cannot but commit iniquities 

because our flesh is weak. We sin because we are 

weak and not because we wish to obtain more 

grace, since the Lord has already eliminated our 

sin. The sins we still commit after receiving the 

remission of sin is due to our own weaknesses 

also.  

A born-again saint sins because he/she doesn’t 

have the strong faith. That is to say, it is because 

even though he/she has the faith of being saved, 

he/she doesn’t have much faith in God’s words. 

An example would be something like the 

following. Let’s suppose that our books have just 

been printed and have been delivered to the front 

of our church by a truck. Imagine we have to 

drag the books up to the third floor. It would be 

easy for a strong person, but what about a weak 

person? Wouldn’t this weak person ask other 

brothers and sisters to work more? 

 

Some people may ask, “Since you have 

already obtained the remission of sin, won’t you 

sin more during your entire lifetime to make a 

boast of God’s righteousness?” That’s not the 

case. Because we who believe in God’s 

righteousness have gotten all our sins forgiven, 

we know sin as sin and come to commit sin far 

less than before.  

The reason we, the born again, still sin while 

living in this world is because our human flesh is 

weak. However, we are still sinless. All the sins 

have already been blotted out by the faith in 

God’s righteousness. It is amazing to see the faith 

of Paul the Apostle, who declared that a person 
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who doesn’t believe in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit becomes a sinner before God, and 

that it’s therefore fair for this person to be judged 

and be sent to hell for sin, even though he/she 

believes in Jesus. 

 

This Scripture was recorded about two 

thousand years ago. Even at the time Romans 

was written, which was sometime before 100 

A.D., there were people who mocked Paul the 

Apostle, just like some people of the present time 

do to us. Isn’t it amazing to hear that there were 

people who misunderstood those who believed in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit and God’s 

righteousness? ─ Yes, it is. ─ Because this 

passage is of God’s words and is still the 

everlasting truth. 

Satan always attacks the born-again Christians 

with the same method. However, the method of 

destroying the trickeries of Satan the demon by 

believing in God’s righteousness also hasn’t 

changed. Therefore, whenever Satan the demon 

tries to attack you or the church of God, you 

should overcome him by the faith in His 

righteousness. 

 

Satan attacks God’s church with the same 

method today as he has done in the past. 

Religious-Christians slander the born again 

Christians who possess God’s righteousness 

because they themselves haven’t been able to 

receive the remission of sin. Even though they 

say, “Since you have no sin, then you may now 

sin as much as you want. You can do more evil to 

demonstrate God’s righteousness better,” which 

is not right. Even when we sin, it is just because 

we are weak. However, we realize that even all 

of these sins are wrong before God, and that the 

Lord has already taken over all these sins when 

we admit our sins to be sins before God. 
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Therefore, the more deeply we understand our 

infirmities, the greater God’s righteousness and 

glory come to stand out in our hearts. 

 

“What advantage then has the Jew, or what is 

the profit of circumcision?” (Romans 3:1) 

“What advantage then has a Christian?” There 

is no profit when a Christian does not believe in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit. If one does 

not believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit and in God’s righteousness, in other words, 

if one believes only in the blood of the Cross as a 

nominal Christian, there is no profit at all. There 

is no intrinsic difference between a religious-

Christian and a believer in any other religion. 

The only thing that is profitable to us is the 

faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 

contains God’s righteousness. Moreover, even 

though a just person, who has already gotten 

his/her sins forgiven in this world, still continues 

to sin, but is it true or not that the righteous 

person can be always sinless as long as he/she 

consistently believes that his/her sins have 

already been taken over by Jesus in the past? It is 

absolutely right. 

The born-again do not commit sin more than 

before just because they have already received 

the remission of sin. Those of you Christians 

should return to the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. You will then obtain God’s righteousness. 

The fruits of propagation will become abundant 

if the blessing of the faith in God’s righteousness 

reaches your hearts.  

 

May the Lord be with you all. � 
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Verse-by-verse commentaries / 3:9-12 

 

 

There were 

No Righteous Men by Nature 
 

“What then? Are we better than they? Not 

at all. For we have previously charged both 

Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 

As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, 

not one; There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God” (Romans 

3:9-11).  

 

The meaning of these passages is as follows: 

there were none righteous in the world originally. 

Thus all human beings have always been sinning. 

Even though the Bible states that God, through 

His righteousness, made sinners the righteous, no 

one ever realizes it. All humans were sinners 

before God. But Jesus made them righteous 

through God’s righteousness.  

The passage, “There is none righteous, no, not 

one” describes the state of people before they 

become righteous by believing in God’s 

righteousness. One cannot become a truly 

righteous person nor realize the power of God’s 

righteousness if the person does not believe in 

His righteousness. 

 

There is a term called “sanctification” in every 

religion. But one can never be sanctified through 

one’s own self-discipline or character training. It 

is obvious that all human beings are sinners 

unless they come to know God’s righteousness. 

“There is none righteous, no, not one.” People 

are sinners naturally, but it is possible for them to 

be righteous if they believe in God’s 

righteousness.  
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“There is none who understands.” People 

don’t realize that they themselves are the ones 

who will go to hell. They do not even realize that 

they are sinners. If one does not realize that 

he/she is a sinner before God and that they will 

go to hell, then it is impossible to know how 

fearful God’s judgment is.  

 

These passages give an outline of the state of 

people as sinners. According to Paul, the Jews 

were not any better than the Gentiles and vice 

versa. Everyone was a sinner and thus everyone 

was a vessel of God’s wrath and final judgment. 

Paul declared, “There is none righteous, no, not 

one; There is none who understands; There is 

none who seeks after God” (Romans 3:10-11). 

This is the correct standpoint about human 

nature. Paul looked straight through wretched 

nature of all mankind. No one has the ability to 

please God or to seek and understand Him. The 

saying that humans are “completely corrupted 

from birth” is believed through this passage. The 

fact that human nature is totally depraved 

concludes that people are born as ‘lumps of sin’ 

and it is not easy for those who treasure up their 

righteousness to admit this fact. They say it tends 

to overlook human dignity. However, is this not 

the reality?  

Most people willingly accept the fact that they 

are not perfect, but they do not accept the fact 

that they lack righteousness. They accept the fact 

that people wander away from God’s 

righteousness, but most of them do not accept the 

fact that they have totally gone astray from God’s 

righteousness and are on the road to desolation. 

People who pursue human righteousness pretend 

they are honestly looking for God instead of 

admitting that they are running away from God.  

It is hard for those who, while trying to 

advocate human righteousness, do not 
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acknowledge God’s righteousness and fight 

against Him to avoid the condemnation to hell. 

These kinds of acts and faiths are very evil. Not 

knowing exactly what the righteousness of 

human hypocrisy is, people do not want to learn 

God’s righteousness because they are trapped in 

the cage of ignorance.  

If a person does not know how proud he/she is 

before God, then there is no way of knowing 

God’s righteousness. That person will not seek 

God as he/she would seek a doctor for an urgent 

cure. People need not go to the hospital when 

they are healthy. But when they catch a serious 

illness, they urgently search for a great doctor. 

Likewise, if people realize spiritually that they 

lack the righteousness to stand before God, they 

should urgently look for Jesus Christ, the only 

doctor who can cure them of the desperate 

spiritual disease; the sin of destruction.  

 

“There is None Who 

Understands” 
 

“There is none who understands; There is 

none who seeks after God” (Romans 3:11). 

 

This means that people do not understand that 

they are falling to hell for their sins. Sometimes 

there are those who realize that they will go to 

hell. But the realization is just an impression and 

not real knowledge out of the faith in the true law 

of God saying, “The wages of sin is death.” Only 

through the words of God can you know the 

exact state of your spirit. You have to realize that 

any spirit without God’s righteousness will live 

in vain and go to hell. You can discover God’s 

righteousness when you finally find the true 

understanding of this knowledge.  
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“They have all turned aside; They have 

together become unprofitable” (Romans 3:12).  

 

The expression “turn aside” suggests that 

those who are unable to understand the 

righteousness of God have a biased view of 

humans. The only genuine criterion of the truth is 

God’s righteousness. It is “the plumb line of 

God” (Amos 7:7-8). Everything starts and ends 

with God’s righteousness, for God is the only one 

who gave righteousness to human beings. 

 

Righteous judgment resides only in God, and 

not in humankind. Still, people insist on their 

biased thoughts. They are trapped in their own 

thoughts, saying to themselves, “This is what I 

think,” or “This is how I think and believe.” 

They are not interested in God’s will. Such 

persons who refuse to abandon their thoughts 

cannot discover God’s righteousness.  

Therefore, they do not try to find God or come 

back to the faith in God’s words. Those who have 

not yet been born again think that their thoughts 

are true. But God’s truth exists only in God’s 

righteousness. We call God’s words the ‘Canon,’ 

from the ancient Greek word ‘kanon,’ which 

means a ‘straight rod’ or ‘a ruler’ in the widest 

sense. We have to remember that God’s word of 

truth is the Canon of everything. � 
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The Most Frequently Used 

Quotation of the Bible  

By Christian-Religionists 
 

 

< Romans 3:9-18 > 

“What then? Are we better than they? Not 

at all. For we have previously charged both 

Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 

As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, 

not one; There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God. They have 

all turned aside; They have together become 

unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, 

not one.’ ‘Their throat is an open tomb; With 

their tongues they have practiced deceit’; ‘The 

poison of asps is under their lips’; ‘Whose 

mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.’ ‘Their 

feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and 

misery are in their ways; And the way of peace 

they have not known.’ ‘There is no fear of God 

before their eyes.’” 

 

 

Why do Christian-religionists rejoice 

at the verse “there is none 

righteous”? 
 

Why did we choose these passages today and 

why are we dealing with it again? It is because 

Christian-religionists frequently quote this text 

and like to use it for the good of their own 

religious faiths within Christianity as a religion. 

They believe in this text and think that their 

faiths are very much justifiable and appropriate. 

They, who believe in Jesus yet are still sinful, 

think that their faiths are biblical and seek great 

consolation in this verse. So, we have to study 
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what this text really means and examine it 

carefully together in order to get the correct 

understanding. 

 

 

All men are under sin for they have 

not yet met the righteousness of God 
 

Verse 9 states, “What then? Are we better than 

they? Not at all. For we have previously charged 

both Jews and Greeks that they are all under 

sin.” Did Paul the Apostle say here that he was 

also under sin? We must examine the text more 

closely to search for an answer to this question. 

We must know first of all whether Paul the 

Apostle included himself in the main passages 

above. Did he include even the righteous, who 

had already received the righteousness of God by 

believing in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit? We ask these questions, but this part tells 

us that he didn’t. 

Pay attention to verse 10 now. It is written in-

between quotation marks and indicates that he 

quoted the verse from the Bible. Likewise, 

Romans 3:10 starts with “As it is written” and 

recorded the quotations. 

In Romans 3:10, Paul the Apostle quoted 

Psalm 14 from verse 1 in the Old Testament. The 

words of verse 10 state, “As it is written: ‘There 

is none righteous, no, not one.’” Does this 

mention the faith before believing in Jesus’ 

gospel of the water and the Holy Spirit? Or is 

this indicating the faith after believing in it? 

Obviously, this is the situation of those who have 

not yet believed in the righteousness of Jesus 

Christ.  

Jesus Christ came to this world and gave us 

the righteousness of God, taking away our sins 

once for all. This doesn’t mean that even when 

Jesus came to us, “there was none righteous, no, 
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not one.” This is prior to the belief in Jesus 

Christ’s righteousness. This tells us that there 

was none righteous before believing in the 

righteousness of God.  

There were some righteous people in the Old 

Testament and they became righteous because 

they believed in the Messiah to come. These 

were people who believed in advance that the 

Messiah would come to this world and take away 

all the sins of the world with His baptism and 

blood to forgive us from all sin. There is none 

who became righteous without receiving the 

righteousness of Jesus. None were righteous 

before they believed in God’s righteousness.  

We can ask this question, “Are all people still 

sinners even if the Lord came to this world and 

completed all of God’s righteousness and they 

believe in His righteousness?” No. Not all are 

sinners. Those who believe in the righteousness 

of God and received His righteousness are 

righteous and those who don’t are sinners.  

However, before the Lord came, there was 

none who were righteous among all humanities 

except some Israelites who received the 

remission of sin through their faith.  

 

 

The condition of the sinner’s heart 

was as such 
 

Then, there were none righteous and there 

were only sinners, but how were their spiritual 

conditions? In verse 11, it is said, “There is none 

who understands; There is none who seeks after 

God.” 

It is written, “There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God.” Then can 

sinners themselves realize their own sins? We 

can ask, yet the answer is “No!” God says that 

sinners cannot realize that they themselves are 
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sinful beings. Every criminal behind bars has 

plausible reasons for his/her own crime. Sinners 

do not know what kinds of sins they have 

inherited. You have to realize that human beings 

are the seeds of sin from birth, and they were 

meant to fall into hell. 

Genesis 1:2 states, “The earth was without 

form, and void; and darkness was on the face of 

the deep.” If a person has not yet been born 

again, his/her heart is tainted with sin and the 

heart is so full of darkness that he/she cannot 

realize his/her own sinful self. Even if their 

hearts are full of sin, people think they have 

reasons and excuses for the sins they committed. 

Therefore, they do not realize that they are 

desperate sinners and masses of sin. As it is said, 

“None who understands,” none of the sinners 

recognize his or her sinful self. 

 

Do sinners seek after God? They may say they 

seek after God, but they do not truly long for 

Him. God is alive and because He has given us 

the desire to long for Him, people search for God, 

and thus the religions of the earth have been 

generated from their desires. However, people 

are not actually seeking God. Sinners do not 

believe in the righteousness of God nor can they 

meet Him though they say they seek Him.  

 

Verse 12, “They have all turned aside; They 

have together become unprofitable.” People are 

‘seeds of evildoers’ (Isaiah 1:4) from birth and 

are incapable of doing anything good. They can 

only do evil and unprofitable deeds because they 

are born sinners, the seeds of evildoers. 

We can ask, “Can sinners truly do good?” True 

goodness is the love of agape that God only gives 

us for free. Only that can be true goodness and 

genuine love.  

There can never be unconditional goodness 
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and love in human deeds. There is no true 

goodness, in fact, that is without stipulation. 

People turn their backs when they are 

disadvantaged, and they may draw their swords 

to their own allies, for they’re seeds of sin that 

are far from goodness. They are unprofitable 

beings.  

What do we mean by calling people on this 

earth unprofitable seeds? It means that God sees 

us as unprofitable. Is it profitable for a sinner to 

try to be seen as clean and neat in the presence of 

God and try not to commit sins, or to go into the 

mountains and fast for days crying and praying 

to God? No. 

When a sinner, as a seed of evildoers, tries not 

to commit sins, it might be profitable for his/her 

country or society, but it is unprofitable in the 

sight of God. In fact, God sees these people as 

evildoers, hypocrites, and children of the devil. 

That doesn’t mean that you should try to commit 

sins. Know yourself and admit who you are and 

you should come forth to God and ask for His 

mercy. 

 

Some think, “God would be happy with us if 

we do not commit any sins and live virtuous lives. 

This might be profitable in the presence of God.” 

When a righteous person lives righteously, it is 

profitable for God, but when a sinner tries to live 

a virtuous life, it is useless. It is, in fact, a life 

that stands against God. 

Once, there was a monk who did not come out 

of his room and meditated while sitting and 

facing the wall for over a decade. He controlled 

himself and ceaselessly meditated to get the truth, 

but he realized that a man could only be a man 

and that nothing was profitable. Such trials are 

even more unprofitable in the presence of God. 

Whether people commit sins or not, they can 

never bring any profit or damage to God. 
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It has nothing to do with God. Sinners go to 

hell to pay the wages of their sins but God does 

not suffer a loss or gain any profit due to their 

sins. Even if all the people on this earth were 

going to go to hell and be destroyed, God would 

not sustain a loss. Therefore, God told sinners, 

“They have together become unprofitable.” 

People are absolutely unprofitable beings. 

“There is none who does good, no, not one.” 

Among the sinners of this world, there are none 

who will do good. The goodness of humans is 

like that of the behaviors of politicians. What is 

profitable to them are not distinguished as 

friendly or antagonistic. Yesterday’s enemy can 

become a friend today if needed. Likewise, the 

goodness of humans is just performed for selfish 

reasons. This kind of behavior is of all those who 

have not received the remission of sin. 

 

Verse 13 states, “Their throat is an open tomb; 

With their tongues they have practiced deceit; 

The poison of asps is under their lips.” What is 

under the throat, tongue, and lips of people? 

What are the throats of people like? They are 

open tombs. A tomb is where the dead is buried 

and it is said that the throat is an open tomb. This 

means that people eat through their throats to die. 

It is open and they speak through it, but all 

human beings are already dead in reality. People 

eat until they die in the end. Note that the life of 

a sinner is like that of the dead.  

“With their tongues they have practiced 

deceit.” People deceive others all their lives until 

they die. They deceive about this and that; they 

deceive God, their families and even themselves. 

They are inherited specialists in deceiving others 

throughout their lives. From the mouths of those 

who have not yet received the remission of sins, 

only words of deceit are spoken. Like James 3:11 

states, “Does a spring send forth fresh water and 
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bitter from the same opening?” those who have 

not yet been born again cannot say a single word 

of God’s righteousness that has saved all 

mankind. They are busy committing sins and 

telling lies with their tongues.  

Moreover, the poison of asps is under the lips 

of sinners. Their lips say benevolent blessings to 

others when something delicious is given to their 

mouths, but poisonous curses are burst out 

otherwise. The poison of asps is under the lips of 

sinners. They live all their lives with the poison 

that could harm or even kill others. They always 

harm others with words and wound people with 

them, coated with soft and sweet things on the 

outside. But to their preys and to those who try to 

harm them, the poison spurts out. 

 

For example, the proposition, “we must enter 

Nirvana” used in Buddhism, sounds truly decent. 

However, that proposition contains a poison that 

separates you from God and pours you with 

curses. We can find the same poisonous doctrines 

within Christianity today. The poison of the 

Doctrine of Sanctification is prevalent. They 

claim that when people work hard to live holy 

lives before God, they will eventually resemble 

God and in the end, become as holy as God 

Himself. This, however, is a cursed thought that 

was forged by false prophets who are totally 

ignorant of the true nature of mankind.  

They also invented the Doctrine of 

Justification. This doctrine means that we are 

called righteous even though we have sin in our 

hearts, just because we believe in Jesus somehow. 

One’s perfect righteousness is attained only 

through faith. However, what do they talk about? 

Teachers of these doctrines will blind people by 

comforting them that they are surely on their way 

to Heaven, while actually they are on their way 

to hell. 
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Verse 14 states, “Whose mouth is full of 

cursing and bitterness.” Sinners are so full of 

evil and curses that they commit sins all their 

lives. Whenever the situation is to their 

disadvantage, their curses and evilness comes to 

the surface. People are not perfect beings and 

therefore, they cannot live by themselves. 

Therefore, people cannot help but live 

interdependently with others, and the norms and 

regulations are indispensable to a society because 

they are originally the seeds of evildoers.  

Therefore, we need to abide by the rules and 

regulations– it is not because people have 

goodness in them but because they just want to 

avoid injuring each other. Sinners are full of 

curses and evil thoughts. Thus, they needed the 

regulations to restrain from such things. 

Whenever people are put in a disadvantageous 

situation, their curses and evil thoughts protrude.  

 

Verse 15 states, “Their feet are swift to shed 

blood.” Let us think twice upon the question, 

“Do sinners really like to sin?” Of course they do. 

Sinners cannot wait to commit sins. Sinners 

always worry over, “What should I do next?” In 

other words, their issues are like, “What other sin 

should I commit?” This not only refers to the 

lusts of the flesh from the Christian perspective 

but it also refers to killing, harming, hitting, 

stealing, cheating, and stamping on others.  

The nature of sinners is evil itself and so when 

darkness falls at night, their desires to commit 

sins swell in their hearts and they sin at random. 

People get excited at the sight of blood and they 

get pleasure from other people’s moaning. 

Humans are seeds of evildoers who always walk 

fast to commit at least one more sin than others. 

All those who are not born again are like this. 

Passages in Romans 3:9-18 explain this. 

Even the righteous who have been born again 
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must understand and believe in the fact that they 

are also evil in flesh. Only when they know this 

will they see the need to preach the gospel to 

people in such a desperate situation. Only when 

they understand plainly what kind of breed 

sinners are and what kinds of people they were 

before they were born again, will they be able to 

spread the gospel.  

The food for sinners is sin and the bread for 

the righteous is to believe in the righteousness of 

God and to deliver it to others. 

 

 

If you do not solve your problem of 

sin by believing in God’s 

righteousness… 
 

Verse 16 states, “Destruction and misery are 

in their ways.” Only destruction and hardship lay 

in the path of a sinner’s whole life. There is no 

happiness or blessings. There is only destruction 

and misery. There is only the hardship of being 

cursed for a sinner who is born on earth. Is there 

happiness for those who are not born again yet? 

No. 

Some would ask, “Those on TV dramas or 

movies seem to live happy lives and people 

around me say that they’re happy, so how can 

this be?” TV shows and movies grasp our 

attention by spreading the dreams and hopes of 

fictitious characters that cannot realistically exist. 

Some say that they are so happy at this moment. 

They are the people who don’t know what true 

happiness is and deceive others as well as 

themselves into having false value systems. 

Beneath that, there is only destruction and 

hardship on the way of sinners and it is full of 

evil.  

This is why we need to believe in the gospel 
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of water and the Holy Spirit that constitutes the 

righteousness of God and receive the remission 

of sin by it. In order to escape from being 

destroyed, cursed, and sent to hell, we must 

believe in ‘the gospel of the water and the Spirit’ 

to receive God’s righteousness and become His 

children. If you do not believe in the 

righteousness of God and just remain in church, 

you will be destroyed and hardships will adhere 

to you all your life.  

This is all arranged beforehand. A sinner 

laughs and cries, may become a member of the 

National Assembly and may be kicked out, 

succeeds in business and fails, wins the lottery 

and gets murdered for money. By the way, as 

God has said, there is only destruction and 

hardship on the path of a sinner’s life.  

 

A Korean-American woman was in a plane 

crash in the U.S. a few years ago, and got a huge 

compensation for her losses. She became so rich 

that she could do whatever her body wanted. She 

bought a mansion in the States and got herself a 

new car, new clothes, and a new man. Perhaps 

because she was so rich, she didn’t need to be on 

good terms with her neighbors.  

However, before long, she was found dead in 

her swimming pool. But as a result of close 

investigation, it was proved that she didn’t drown 

while swimming. She didn’t even know how to 

swim. She might have had all the things that she 

wanted but she could not be satisfied with all the 

earthly things. She tried to flee from her 

monophobia, and was found dead at a young age 

in the end. There is no happiness for sinners. 

There is no peace; there is only destruction and 

hardship. 

 

Verse 17 states, “And the way of peace they 

have not known.” Is there a way of peace for 
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sinners? Do they have peace in their hearts? No. 

There is no peace or placidity for sinners who 

have not received the forgiveness of sins. They 

are always agitated and are haunted by sin while 

waiting for the Judgment Day. Therefore, 

because they fear the Judgment Day, they try to 

have all the fun they can enjoy while they are 

alive. Since they know their end, they wish to eat 

and enjoy themselves as much as possible.  

If you ask a sinner, “What is the purpose of 

living?” they would answer ‘pleasure.’ In a 

Korean graveyard, we can usually find a pair of 

pillars, which look like phalli, on both sides of a 

grave. The pillars stand as symbol for a buried 

person. When we take a close look at some fine 

pillars, we can find a squirrel on each pillar ─ 

one that climbs up to the top of the pillar and the 

other on the opposite pillar coming down to the 

ground. Korean folklorists say that these pillars 

represent the sexual pleasure of human being and 

their desire for it.  

This represents that all people are indulged in 

sexual pleasure. Sexual pleasure is what people 

live for while alive. The two pillars are there for 

the buried man as symbols of enjoying such 

pleasures even to the next world. Everything is 

set for pleasure. The sole purpose of life is to 

bear many children and have a satisfying life on 

earth.  

 

The objective of sinners in life is to seek after 

carnal pleasure and satisfy their needs of flesh, 

but in the end, they are not satisfied and have 

accomplished nothing. 

Is there peace in the hearts of sinners? What 

peace could there be when the heart is full of sin? 

Sinners do not know what peace truly is. This is 

because they do not realize the righteousness of 

God. No one has taught them this truth and so 

they themselves do not realize it. Therefore, there 
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is a need for people who will deliver the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit on earth. People will 

only realize this when there are people preaching 

them the righteousness of God. Those who will 

spread the righteousness of God are you and I, 

who have met the Lord through the gospel. 

There is no peace for sinners. Even at a picnic, 

their hearts are full of worries. When having a 

delicious meal or having fun, they may be 

smiling, but their hearts are most likely full of 

worries. Those who do not have peace at heart 

must receive the righteousness of God. We must 

believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 

which contains the righteousness of God, in 

order to have peace at heart. Only then can we 

associate with God. But when you do not listen 

and your heart is still full of sin, you have not 

received the remission of sin nor do you have 

peace at heart. There is no peace in sinners. 

 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

This is from verse 18. Do sinners have a fear of 

God? No. Then, do the righteous have a fear of 

God? Yes. Sinners have resentment more than 

fear or reverence for God. “Where is God? If 

God exists, would He have left all those 

criminals who rob others and live forever rich? 

Why does He leave murderers alone and leave 

me living like this in pain? If God did exist, He 

wouldn’t have let this happen,” they say. 

There is a reason why God leaves such vicious 

people along with sinners in this world. If there 

weren’t adequate suffering for sinners, would 

they try to depend on Him? Therefore, in order 

for sinners to turn to God, there are evildoers and 

much pain in this world. God has let evildoers 

fight each other and suffer in order for them to 

come to Him and say, “Oh Lord. Please, help 

me!” 

There are so many of those who do not 
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understand this and think of God to be 

nonexistent, not fearing Him. They do not fear 

God and only value life on earth until they die.  

Many Koreans believe in Confucianism. They 

place a great importance in serving their 

ancestors. They call it ‘Hyo’ in Korean, and 

regard it as the most sublime virtue. However, 

even as the highest virtue, ‘Hyo’ is not of any 

value when nothing falls into their hands or 

mouths in return. Many of the followers of 

Confucianism sell the land where their fathers 

and grandfathers were buried for money. Of 

course, the ancestors are not God, but they place 

their ancestors inside their hearts as gods, yet do 

not fear them. How could such people have fear 

or reverence for Jesus Christ, the true God? 

 

Sinners are unprofitable, never do good, are an 

open tomb, practice deceit with tongues, have 

poison of asps under their lips, are full of cursing 

and bitterness inside the mouth, have feet that are 

swift to shed blood, have destruction and misery 

in their ways, do not know the way of peace, and 

have no fear of God before their eyes. These are 

the true natures of sinners. There are none 

righteous among them. 

There can be none righteous without the belief 

in the righteousness of God that was given by 

Jesus Christ. There had been no righteous people 

in this world except some among the Jews, but 

after Jesus Christ came to this world, those who 

became sinners according to the law were saved 

from the sins of the world with the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit that was preached by the 

disciples of Jesus, including Paul the Apostle.  

 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, being justified freely by His grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 

(Romans 3:23-24). These verses are not talking 
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about the Doctrine of Justification. 

After Jesus Christ came, all those who believe 

in God’s righteousness will become righteous 

and those who don’t will fall into hell. Do you 

understand? ─ Yes. ─ 

There are none who do good among sinners. 

Their feet are swift to shed blood. They cannot 

wait to commit another sin. They talk of love and 

pretend to be very generous, but in fact, they are 

not. 

The true nature of a sinner is mentioned above. 

How do you perceive mankind? I mean, what is 

your viewpoint on sinners? How about you? Do 

you not think that there are evil people, but that 

there are also good ones? However, the Bible 

sees mankind as an evil breed of sin, a mass of 

abominable sins.  

We must see the nature of human beings in 

this way. We mustn’t look at sinners and think, 

“This person is an average sinner; that sinner is a 

better one.” Sinners are frightful seeds of sin that 

have poison, like to harm people, and are swift to 

shed blood. The Bible defines mankind as such 

seeds. 

 

Those who are not born again are nothing 

more than animals that only seek physical 

pleasures. God regards those who pretend to be 

modest as terribly wicked. Those who seem to 

have merciful hearts are full of evils and 

deception. We must view sinners in such a way.  

Readers, you must know that the feet of 

sinners are swift to shed blood and they will go 

everywhere to commit sins throughout their 

whole lives. They contemplate on how they can 

increase the number and the intensity of sins 

committed. They think their lives are merely the 

incessant trials of committing all the sins until 

they die.  

The seed of human being is that kind of a seed, 
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a blood of evildoers. Without distinguishing the 

okay sinners and some vicious sinners, we 

should admit that all human being are equally 

sinners. Those who are well educated and refined 

are able to hide their sins well, and those who 

aren’t will show their sins entirely, but in the end, 

they are all the seeds of sin. When one sees 

him/herself in such a way, he/she can be saved by 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and then 

spread the gospel to others.  

Even though there are some righteous people 

who do not follow God after being born again, 

no matter how lacking they may be, God is 

pleased with the righteous’ faith in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. However, sinners and 

evildoers are nothing but unprofitable and 

useless beings. They can be seen in such a way in 

His eyes. Those who do not believe in God and 

whose souls will fall into hell are no different 

from animals. They are in fact worse than 

animals. They have more brilliant minds and use 

their intelligence to think of cruel ways to attack 

and kill others. So, the Bible also regards sinners, 

who don’t know His righteous, as the beasts 

saying, “A man who is in honor, yet does not 

understand, is like the beasts that perish” (Psalm 

49:20). To see those who think they can harm 

anyone for their own profits as useless is just 

according to God’s words. 

 

Israelites believe that they are the selected 

people of God and regard all Gentiles as animals. 

Of course, they are physically the chosen people 

but spiritually, they are not. However, their 

exclusive faith itself is like that of the righteous 

who are born again by believing in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. Spiritually, we must 

have such exclusive faiths in order to confront 

the sinners who go against us and save their 

piteous souls. The sinners’ souls will certainly 
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fall into hell.  

We must preach the gospel of God’s righteous 

to them for their souls will surely be sent to hell. 

If we do not show their true natures to them, we 

cannot lead them to be saved. Because they do 

not wish to come out, we cannot help them. We 

can only save them from sin by sharply pointing 

out their sinfulness and teaching and alerting 

them exactly what their destinations will be. 

When we fight against enemies without knowing 

our opponents, we will surely lose.  

How do you perceive sinners until now? Do 

you think partially that among those who are not 

born again, there are some who are better than 

those who are born again? Even if you have such 

thoughts, believe in His words and get rid of 

such clinging opinions. Put an end to your 

thoughts by saying, “Unless one is born again, 

he/she is an animal.” 

 

“The feet are so swift in shedding blood.” 

Recently, there was a series of terrible terror in 

the United States, including the collapses of the 

World Trade Centers in New York. Most people 

in the world rebuke the terrorists as cruel beasts. 

However, those who berate the terrorists as evil 

devils are also sinners, whose mouths are full of 

curses. The righteous ones who are born again 

must perceive sinners in such a way and preach 

the gospel to all of them. If you think that just 

because a person’s physical appearance is calm 

and soft, he/she may be any different even 

though he/she is not born again, you are totally 

wrong. The inside of such a person is merely full 

of sin. This kind of person is a hypocrite and is 

the worst kind of sinner, who cannot be broken to 

be saved. 

In all religions, especially in Christianity, they 

build orphanages and care for lots of unmarried 

mothers and orphans. Their sacrifices and 
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services look so beautiful at a glance. However, 

behind their seemingly virtuous deeds, there are 

inexpressible evil, deceit, and curses. They look 

like good shepherds but inwardly they are raven 

wolves. They just boast of their own 

righteousness not knowing what God’s 

righteousness really is. 

All religious people, including Christian-

religionists, are at heart full of curses and evil, 

and even if you slightly tap them, their curses 

and evils will burst out. However, we righteous 

people just speak some wild words at times, but 

we do not have such evil poisons inside our 

hearts. 

How do we grasp the natures of sinners? We 

must know them thoroughly as told in Romans 

3:9-18. We must not think that there are sinners 

who realize things, who seek God, who do a little 

good, or who are even okay. We must think that 

sinners will fall into hell, that they are evil, like 

to commit sins, have poisons, are unprofitable, 

and cannot do good. Thus, they are piteous souls 

who will surely fall into hell. Therefore, it is our 

duty to deliver the gospel to these people. So, in 

practice we are preaching the gospel to them.  

 

These verses, Romans 3:9-18, cannot be 

applied to the righteous, who believe in God’s 

righteousness given by Jesus Christ. Only sinners 

are included in these passages. Paul the Apostle 

cited the verses of Psalms 14 from the Old 

Testament for he wished to tell us that there are 

some who became righteous through Jesus Christ 

and some who are still ignorant of the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit; therefore, are sinners 

like those people of the Old Testament.  

These passages surely point out the nature of 

sinners, who have not yet met Jesus Christ and 

the righteousness of God. Each verse of the main 

text refers to the sinners and not the righteous. 
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This must be clear. 

 

However, Christian-sinners use Romans 3:10 

as evidence to justify that they have sin, even 

after they start to believe in Jesus. These 

passages cannot support the argument that one 

must be a sinner even if he/she believes in Jesus. 

Paul the Apostle tells us that all mankind from 

their birth were sinners, except some Israelites 

who had the righteousness of God by faith in the 

Old Testament, before Jesus Christ had come to 

this world. But God gave sinners the law and 

sent Christ Jesus in order to give us His 

righteousness.  

Jesus Christ was conceived through the Holy 

Spirit and was born to this world from the Virgin 

Mary. At the age of 30, Jesus came to the Jordan 

River and was baptized by John the Baptist 

(Matthew 3:13-17). Jesus took away all the sins 

of the world as He was baptized by John the 

Baptist, and died on the Holy Rood instead of us. 

Now, those who believe in Jesus, who took away 

all our sins, have no sins. They are righteous. 

God who made sinners righteous through Jesus 

Christ has saved us believers. And in order to 

make the sinners seek God’s righteousness by 

pointing out their sinful traits, Paul the Apostle 

cited the passages about the nature of sinners and 

their behaviors. This must be clear. 

 

“There is none righteous, no, not one.” I am 

shouting out with this verse to those who say that 

there is none righteous, “You will fall straight 

into hell as you said according to your faith that 

there is none righteous, no not one.”  

Jesus Christ, through His baptism and 

crucifixion, made us truly righteous. Those who 

do not know and believe in this truth are merely 

sinners who are swift in shedding blood, full of 

curses, and heartlessness even in Christianity. It 
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would be fair to know all others who are not born 

again as such.  

It is our obligation and God’s will to grasp 

them in such a way, pity their souls, and deliver 

the gospel to them. It is important to understand 

and believe this verse that states, “There is none 

righteous, no, not one.” Then, you can believe in 

God’s righteousness from your heart. Hope that 

the righteousness of God will be yours! � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 3:11-21 

 

 

Most People are Filled with  

The Thought That They Have to  

Do Good Deeds 
 

“There is none who understands; There is 

none who seeks after God” (Romans 3:11). 

 

People are fundamentally rebellious to God. 

They are only pretending to be holy, to be 

kindhearted, to do good deeds and to show mercy 

to others. These acts result in trying to deceive 

themselves and others as well as God. The 

intention of pretending to do good indirectly 

comes from rejecting God. God is the only One 

who is good. If you try to show others that you 

are virtuous, you are challenging God’s 

righteousness even though you believe in Jesus 

somehow, and you are also fighting against 

God’s truth.  

 

Those who do not believe in Jesus as their 

Lord are filled with the thought that they have to 

do good deeds. Who has taught them that? It is 

Satan. Originally, people cannot help but live 

hypocritically. They can only live virtuously after 

they have received forgiveness. That is why 

God’s word states that we have to receive the 

remission of sins through faith in God’s 

righteousness. The Bible says that we are born 

infected with sin. It also demands that we have to 

be forgiven of our sins in order to prevent 

ourselves from being sent to hell on account of 

our sins and its wounds. Therefore, we have to 

respond to God’s righteousness. If you don’t, it is 

impossible for you to receive ‘the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus.’ 
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There is None Who Does Good  
 

“They have all turned aside; They have 

together become unprofitable; There is none 

who does good, no, not one” (Romans 3:12). 

 

Believing in God’s righteousness is the only 

true good deed. Goodness means God’s 

righteousness. The righteousness of God and 

human goodness are in no way related to each 

other. So there is no one who can practice God’s 

righteousness, for all human beings are born with 

sin. God says that there is no single person who 

does good as God expects, for there is no one 

who understands and believes in God’s 

righteousness. 

From the beginning, human beings have 

strayed from the right path. They did not worship 

God with grateful hearts. Rather, they fought 

against the truth and worshiped the creature 

rather than the Creator (Romans 1:25). As a 

result, human intelligence and ethics became 

chaotic and corrupt. That is why human beings 

are unable to do goodness. Not a single person 

can do goodness. A soul that is among sin and 

chaos is not able to find or reveal God’s 

righteousness by itself. This is why God’s 

righteousness is crucial to us.  

 

Why does God tell us to believe in His 

righteousness? The answer is self-evident. It is to 

make us hope for God’s righteousness and stop 

making excuses about our state of corruption, or 

restrain us from turning away from the danger of 

God’s judgment. God’s righteousness is 

extremely important to humankind. His 

righteousness is much greater than that of a 

human being. Therefore, we are able to find the 

righteousness of God in Jesus Christ. Only after 

you understand it can you believe and practice 
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the true righteousness.  

 

 

With Their Tongues They Have 

Practiced Deceit 
 

“Their throat is an open tomb; with their 

tongues they have practiced deceit; the poison 

of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full 

of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift 

to shed blood; destruction and misery are in 

their ways; and the way of peace they have not 

known. There is no fear of God before their 

eyes” (Romans 3:13-18). 

 

“With their tongues they have practiced 

deceit.” People do not realize that all the words 

they speak are lies. People often deceive each 

other with words. People who belong to Satan’s 

lies always tell a lie of Satan as if it were their 

own words. Satan always lies as if his words 

were actually true. Therefore, everything spoken 

by those who are under Satan and are not born 

again yet, is false.  

 

Some pastors who have not been born again 

say, “You’ll become rich if you tithe a lot of 

money.” They make Elders of those who offer a 

lot of tithe. So Christians compete with each 

other to become Elders and think that the 

position will bring them wealth. People tend to 

misunderstand by thinking they will receive 

wealth from God if they become an Elder but 

that is not true. Fake pastors are deceiving many 

people. 

Pastors who lie are trying to appoint rich 

believers as Elders. Why? To convince them to 

contribute more offerings, they tell them that 

they will receive the blessing of wealth by 
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becoming an Elder. The Bible asserts that this is 

a lie. It rather states that they will be persecuted 

more than others because of their godly faith.  

 

 

There is No Fear of God 
 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes” 

(Romans 3:18). 

 

As a result of not believing in God’s words, 

men were cut off from God on account of their 

sins and were led to destruction. They became 

fools and changed the glory of the incorruptible 

God into an image, made by corrupt people ─ 

birds, four-footed animals and creeping things 

(Romans 1:23). Not having a fear of God was 

evidence that they became atheists. This passage 

tells us so.  

 

The reason why Paul referred to specific 

members of the body in Romans 3:13-18 is 

because people sin with them. Their throat is an 

open tomb before God. In other words, people 

only live to fill their own stomachs before they 

die. Their tongues are the tools of deceit. The 

poison of asps is under their lips. Their mouth is 

full of curses and bitterness. Their feet are swift 

to shed blood. In conclusion, they suffer agony 

and destruction for their sins committed by all 

their members. They do not know the way of 

peace and have no fear of God before their eyes.  

One more thing that I would like to add to this 

is that if people do not rely on God’s 

righteousness, they have no choice but to go 

through the curse of destruction. In fact, having 

no fear of the Almighty means that the person is 

on the verge of God’s wrath. Not accepting 

God’s righteousness is committing the 

unforgivable sin of blaspheming against the Holy 
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Spirit, and God is sure to pronounce a suitable 

punishment.  

However, people who dwell in sin do not fear 

God, the holy One, who has the authority to 

judge sinners. They instead fear those who are 

inferior to God. This is because of their sin. What 

a contradiction this is! They fear the creatures 

that will eventually die and do not fear the 

Almighty, whom they shall give account of 

themselves in the future. The fact that the 

Psalmist said, “ Blessed is every one who fears 

the Lord, Who walks in His ways” is not surprising.  

 

Is there a way other than believing in God’s 

righteousness that will solve the problem of sin, 

though we are sentenced for destruction, as Paul 

said? No, there is not. Are human beings really 

on the way to destruction? Yes! But we can be 

saved from all our sins by believing in the 

glorious righteousness of God, Christ Jesus.  

People Become Guilty with the 

Righteousness of the Law 
 

“Now we know that whatever the law says, 

it says to those who are under the law, that 

every mouth may be stopped, and all the 

world may become guilty before God” 

(Romans 3:19).  

 

The law brings God’s wrath, and it speaks to 

those who are under the law. God gave people 

the law in order to teach them that they are 

unable to live by the law. God gave the law to us 

for that reason. The reason God gave the law to 

us is not to have us keep it absolutely. Then is it 

God’s will to abolish the law? No, it is not.  

People who have turned away from God can 

realize their sins through the law and return to 

Jesus Christ. Do sinners have peace in their 
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hearts? No, absolutely not. Those who try to 

receive salvation by keeping the law will never 

have peace in their sinful hearts on account of the 

same law.  

First, the relationship between the sinners and 

God is not peaceful. Rather, it is in a state of war 

against God. Secondly, sinners do not have peace 

among themselves so they curse and attack each 

other. Third, sinners also do not have peace 

within themselves. They worry constantly about 

their troubles.  

 

The only way they can find peace is to believe 

in Jesus Christ, who gave them the righteousness 

of God. God eliminated all our sins that divided 

us from Him and put a bridge of reconciliation to 

Him with His righteousness. Sinners should try 

to find peace with God in His righteousness. 

Then they have to find fellowship with Him in 

God’s righteousness so that they can live 

peacefully.  

Agony is what the wicked directly experience. 

Misery and destruction are on their way. People 

who don’t know or believe the righteousness of 

God instinctively try to destroy and kill each 

other. Because true peace comes only from the 

faith in God’s righteousness.  

 

 

That the world may become guilty 

before God 
 

The later half of Galatians 2:16 states, “...even 

we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might 

be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 

works of the law; for by the works of the law no 

flesh shall be justified.” The Bible has proven 

that no one can satisfy God’s complete standards 

of righteousness with human righteousness, 

which is full of blemishes. 
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You have to have a clear understanding of this. 

In the just court of God, no one, not even the 

great, can receive the judgment that he/she is 

righteous relying on his/her own good deeds. 

Your sins will condemn you. The only way to 

receive salvation from your sins is to believe in 

Jesus Christ, who was baptized by John to take 

all our sins and received the vicarious 

punishment for those sins in order to give us the 

gift of God’s righteousness.  

Looking back at what has been said so far, the 

only answer to the question: “With what 

qualifications are we going to enter Heaven?” is 

to find the way of truth to knowing God’s 

righteousness. Someday we are all going to die. 

On that day, we will meet God and He will ask, 

“What qualifications do you have to enter 

Heaven?” Then, what will your answer be? 

You will probably answer like this: “Here is 

the word of faith in Your righteousness. I know I 

have done some wicked deeds, but within my 

heart I have faith in the baptism and the blood of 

Jesus Christ that is the righteousness of God. I 

am sure that You see this faith in me as the full 

qualification to enter Heaven. All I ask for You is 

to acknowledge my faith.” If you answer so, God 

will presume you to be righteous according to 

His righteousness. Even if the virtues you have 

dedicated throughout your life seem good in your 

eyes and in the eyes of others, it will not save 

you. You can only say that the faith in God’s 

righteousness has saved you.  

 

By the deed of the law, no one will be justified 

in His sight. It is because one can only realize 

one’s sins through the law (Romans 3:20). You 

have to extol God’s righteousness instead of your 

own before God. Human goodness cannot be 

compatible with God’s before Him. You probably 

know that you do not have righteousness within 
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yourself. This knowledge gives you the chance to 

prove your faith in God’s righteousness before 

Him. If you do not have faith in God’s 

righteousness, you will be in total agony while 

standing before God’s judging throne. Since 

there is no appellate court except for His in the 

universe, there is no way to ask Him to take our 

circumstances into consideration. It will be 

absolutely impossible for us to avoid His 

condemnation. 

 

What will you say then? I am sure you realize 

the importance of God’s righteousness and feel 

grateful for it now. If your faith has not grown to 

the point where you can confess God’s 

righteousness, you should learn it as soon as you 

can. The qualification for us to enter Heaven is 

God’s righteousness that Jesus Christ has given 

us. He was baptized and crucified for our sins. 

He is the One who gave us the righteousness of 

God so that we may enter Heaven. God’s 

righteousness has become our own.  

 

 

No Flesh Will be Justified  

By the Deeds of the Law 
 

“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh 

will be justified in His sight, for by the law is 

the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). 

 

The Apostle Paul referred to the law correctly. 

Can we become righteous by the law? No, we 

cannot become righteous by the law. Can people 

incrementally become sanctified and enter 

Heaven? No. Those who have not yet been born 

again are under the law, because once you 

believe in God, you assume that you should keep 

His commandments. To do so, people pray for 
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forgiveness by confessing their sins everyday and 

challenge themselves to keep His words every 

moment.  

This is a wrong start. The law only teaches us 

that we are sinners, but people tend to 

misunderstand God’s law and think that they 

should obey each law. It comes out of the 

confusion of human religion and ignorance in the 

truth. People misunderstand the true function of 

the law. Can we become sanctified for ourselves 

and enter Heaven? No.  

‘The doctrine of incremental sanctification’ is 

in every religion of the world. In Buddhism, 

there is the doctrine of reaching Nirvana. In 

Christianity, there is the Doctrine of 

Sanctification. But this religious doctrine did not 

come from the truth at all, but through the 

thoughts of flesh. So you can say that it is the 

work of Satan.  

 

Did Jesus ever tell us that we will gradually be 

sanctified and enter Heaven eventually? No. 

Only the righteousness of God can make us holy 

and let us receive the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 

Therefore, anyone without the Holy Spirit is not 

of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:9). A sinner is a sinner 

no matter how hard he tries to become sanctified 

by doing good deeds. No matter how hard you 

try to outwardly wash yourself, you are still full 

of sin on the inner and outer self unless God 

cleanses you from the inside. This is the real 

nature of sinners. 

 

It is different for those who have received 

forgiveness for they can live a pure life, rather 

than when they had no choice but to live 

wickedly. People who are born with sin cannot 

do anything but spread the sin. The sin comes out 

unintentionally because they were born infected 

by sin. If you truly want to stop spreading sin, 
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you have to get an injection that will destroy the 

germs of sin. However, those who believe in the 

righteousness of God will bear fruits of the Holy 

Spirit for they have the Holy Spirit within their 

hearts.  

The second reason why we cannot be justified 

by the deeds of the law is because no one is able 

to obey all the commandments. If someone really 

obeys every clause of the law, maybe that person 

will be acknowledged as righteous, but the fact 

of the matter is that it is impossible to keep all 

the commandments. Everyone rather offends all 

the clauses of the law. We are unable to keep the 

slightest article of the law, so how would we 

keep them all!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Righteousness of God was 

Witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets 
 

“But now the righteousness of God apart 

from the law is revealed, being witnessed by 

the Law and the Prophets” (Romans 3:21). 

 

God’s righteousness is the baptism of Jesus by 

John that took all our sins and His salvation that 

saved all the sinners by His death on the Cross.  

If you read the Acts of the Apostles and the 

Pauline Epistles carefully, you can see that the 

two words ‘before’ and ‘now’ form a striking 

contrast to each other frequently. The reason is 

simple. It is because Paul dramatically 

experienced the change between the dark past 

and the glorious present.  

That change happened on his way to 
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Damascus. Before the incident, Paul was an 

enemy of Jesus Christ and His disciples. Paul, 

acting as a fanatic Jew, tried to kill Christians and 

believed that he was doing the right thing. But in 

fact, by being in the dark, he did not recognize 

God and fought against Him.  

When Paul was on his way to Damascus, 

Jesus Christ appeared and told him that He was 

the Son of God, the One he was persecuting. At 

that moment, the truth of Heaven came to him 

like a new light and drove away all the darkness 

out of his heart. From then on, Paul put an end to 

his past life of persecuting Christians, pride and 

prejudice and started a new life serving Christ 

and His righteousness.  

 

Paul said, “But now the righteousness of God 

apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed 

by the Law and the Prophets.” How can you be 

free from all the wicked sins? It is impossible by 

yourself. Paul believed in God’s righteousness 

instead of His wrath. Likewise, the only way that 

we can receive salvation from God’s judgment of 

wrath is to believe in God’s righteousness. We 

have to thank God for allowing us this privilege.  

 

The second change Paul experienced was the 

change from the faith of condemnation to the 

faith in God’s righteousness, which makes us His 

children. Religious-Christians tend to think that 

they are free from sin because of their belief. 

They think they have been saved because they 

merely believe in Jesus, although they do not 

know God’s righteousness and actually have sin 

in their hearts. They are the supporters of the 

Doctrine of Justification, and they will go to hell 

without exception on account of their sins in 

their heart. 

 

But because of the work of Christ, we now 
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have the path to God’s righteousness instead of 

the path to condemnation. It is the righteousness 

gained “by His grace through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).  

Now take a look at your heart! Did you have 

sin before you believed in Jesus? Yes, you have. 

Do you still have sin after believing in God’s 

righteousness? No, you do not. If there is such a 

change after believing Jesus, it is the faith in 

God’s righteousness, and is the same faith of 

Paul the Apostle.  

 

In the past, you believed in the righteousness 

of men but now you believe in God’s 

righteousness. Can you become righteous if you 

just believed in Jesus without the faith in God’s 

righteousness? No. Knowing about God’s 

righteousness and also believing in Jesus Christ 

delivers God’s righteousness to you. Therefore, 

we have to know God’s righteousness. It is 

wrong to arbitrarily believe in Jesus without 

knowing God’s righteousness.  

 

We have to understand this clearly. � 
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PART 4 
 

Salvation of God 

Revealed in Christ 
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Which One is True, the 

Doctrine of Justification or 

The Gospel of 

The Water and the Spirit? 
 

 

< Romans 3:23-31 >  

“For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, being justified freely by His 

grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by 

His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance 

God had passed over the sins that were 

previously committed, to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might 

be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a 

man is justified by faith apart from the deeds 

of the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only? 

Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of 

the Gentiles also, since there is one God who 

will justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith. Do we then 

make void the law through faith? Certainly 

not! On the contrary, we establish the law.” 

 

 

Romans Chapter 3 talks about how one can 

become righteous through faith. When we take a 

look at Romans 3:24, it is written, “being 

justified freely by His grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” These lines 

tell us that we were freely justified through the 

redemption found in Christ Jesus. The question 

now is about the part, “being justified freely by 
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His grace.” Is this referring to someone as 

nominally sinless? In other words, does this 

support the Doctrine of Justification? Or is 

someone really called righteous because he/she 

truly does not possess any sin? Now, I would like 

to discuss this subject in detail with you. 

 

 

Is the Doctrine of Justification right? 
 

Is the Doctrine of Justification talked about in 

Christian theology right? No, it certainly isn’t. 

This doctrine states that even though one has sin, 

he/she is referred to as sinless only because 

he/she believes in Jesus somehow.  

Then, did Paul the Apostle talk about this on 

the same lines in order to insist the doctrine? He 

didn’t. We became sinless through ‘the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ It is because 

our Lord took away our sins through His baptism 

and paid the wages of sin through His death on 

the Cross. Since we actually became sinless by 

believing in His atoning deeds with our hearts, 

God calls us sinless and righteous. When God 

calls a human righteous, it means that the person 

is actually sinless. 

 

Therefore, the Doctrine of Justification in 

Theology is a negative and very unrighteous 

message that insists that Jesus was not able to 

completely take over all the sins in this Universe 

for eternity. 

There are some people who try their very best 

to become righteous by performing lawful deeds. 

The creed that one can become sinless by living a 

virtuous life is impossible. Trying to become 

sinless and righteous by leading a virtuous life is 

only an aspiration that all the religionists in this 

world are pursuing. A doctrine like this may only 

seem reasonable in the views of religion; not in 
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the spiritual perspective. 

 

People leading lawful and religious lives 

interpret verse 24, which states, “being justified 

freely,” as follows: They say that even a person 

who possesses sin will be viewed as sinless 

because he/she has the merit of believing in Jesus. 

However, Jesus eliminated the sins of the world 

by the water and the Holy Spirit. The word 

“redemption” in the phrase “the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus” means to buy something at a 

price.  

 

 

 “The redemption that is  

in Christ Jesus” 
 

A long time ago, the Civil War occurred in the 

U.S. for the emancipation of slaves. At the time 

of this war, the wealthy lived in the South. 

Therefore, those in the South insisted that slaves 

should not be freed because slave owners would 

then have to work themselves. The Northerners, 

on the other hand, said that the slaves should be 

given freedom because they were human, just 

like themselves. And in reality, the Northerners 

needed cheaper laborers in order to cope with the 

fast industrialization of the region. This 

developed into a political conflict and eventually 

the Civil War broke out.  

Before this war happened, most of the African 

American people were slaves to the white people. 

If the slaves gave birth and had many children, 

their owners took away their well-raised children 

and sold them off. There used to be something 

called ‘slave markets,’ where slaves were put on 

high platforms and put up for auction. Then, 

people would begin bargaining. “Today’s auction 

will start at $100.” People would shout out 

different prices. “$110!” “I will take him at 
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$120!” “$200!” The person with the highest bid 

would be the winner. This person paid the price 

for the slave and took him/her home. This is what 

a slave had to go through.  

Let us suppose that a rich noble man loved his 

neighbor’s slave girl and he really wanted to free 

her from slavery. Then, he had to pay for her 

ransom to his neighbor landlord and burn the 

voucher for her slavery. Like this, giving a slave 

liberty by paying his/her ransom is referred to as 

‘redemption.’  

What did Jesus do to save us, who had become 

sinners? What did He pay to buy us? In order to 

save us from sin, He was born into this world in 

flesh, got baptized, and took over all our sins. 

Bearing the sins of the world, He went to the 

Cross and died for us by shedding all the blood 

in His body. He then bore witness for 40 days 

after resurrecting from the dead in 3 days, and 

lastly, ascended to God the Father and sat on the 

right hand side of the Father. This is how He 

saved us and became our eternal Savior. Our 

Lord justified us freely by God’s grace through 

the redemption that was in Him. We were able to 

obtain the remission of sins, new lives, and God’s 

righteousness by believing in His redemption. 

This is what the Bible is trying to say. 

However, many people in this world who try 

to become righteous through their own deeds do 

not believe in the fact that Jesus saved us through 

the water and blood. These people think that 

Jesus was just one of the holy men in the world. 

They degrade Christianity to one of the worldly 

religions. The pastors and people who teach the 

Doctrine of Justification are part of this group. 

They are the smart-alecky philosophers who live 

inside Christianity. They are people who interpret 

and analyze the Bible in their own ways and 

thoughts. The Lord has been defamed by these 

kinds of people. 
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The evolution of the doctrine  
 

The Puritans, the first group of immigrants 

into the New Continent, were people who 

originally lived in England. After going through 

much persecution, they decided to migrate to 

North America. The first thing they did in the 

new land was to establish a church, have worship 

services, cultivate farms, and give thanks to God 

by setting up Thanksgiving Day. These people 

established Seminaries and taught others later. 

Their faculties included some theologians and 

philosophers.  

The philosopher-ministers taught at the 

Seminaries as doctors and professors. They 

interpreted the passage, “being justified freely by 

His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus” as “Oh! If I simply believe in Jesus 

I will then be called sinless even though I have 

sin,” based on their own thoughts and taught 

others in the same way. Though they knew the 

meaning of the words “redemption” from this 

verse and the words “God’s grace,” they 

interpreted the passage in view of the Doctrine of 

Justification because they didn’t know how to 

relate the words “grace” to the word 

“redemption” in the truth of the water and the 

Holy Spirit.  

The Doctrine of Justification is a hypothetical 

doctrine that refers to people as sinless though in 

truth, they do possess sin. Professors who 

believed in this doctrine taught their students, 

and in turn, those students have all learned about 

the doctrine and became pastors. This was how 

the Doctrine of Justification came to be widely 

spread in today’s Christianity. 

To be a saint means to be a person who does 

not possess even the slightest bit of sin. However, 

the reality is that almost all Christians who go to 

church have sin in their hearts. If they are asked, 
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they say, “How can someone possibly possess no 

sin? Needless to say, everyone has sin.” “There is 

no one in this world without sin.” They assert 

themselves based on the passage below: “There 

is none righteous, not, not one; there is none who 

understands, there is none who seeks after God” 

(Romans 3:10-11).  

These people come to establish and support 

the Doctrine of Justification uncritically because 

they do not know the truth of the water and the 

Holy Spirit. The Doctrine of Justification was 

made in this way by these people and has been 

spread until the present day. Therefore, people 

believed it to be true when the theologians taught 

it to them. However, this is not true at all. God 

never called a sinner sinless and never prevented 

a sinner destined to go to hell from going to hell.  

 

God showed grace and mercy to those who 

deserved it from Him. He also said that He 

would by all means judge those who deserve to 

be judged due to their sins. However, since the 

teachings of the theologians have had a large 

influence on Christians throughout the world, 

many came to know and believe in the false 

doctrine accordingly. Therefore, every single 

person is a sinner although they go to church and 

call each other ‘saints’; as well as all different 

sorts of titles in the church hierarchy, even 

though they possess sin in their hearts.  

The common point of the believers in the 

Doctrine of Justification is that they are sinners 

alike. Even people who believe in Buddhism 

possess sin, along with most Christians. In 

conclusion, this means that they are not able to 

obtain God’s righteousness. All of those who 

have not obtained God’s righteousness through 

faith are religious people all the same.  

There are many religious people inside 

Christianity. These people are not true Christians. 
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Only those who have obtained God’s 

righteousness are able to lead genuinely faithful 

lives. In short, Christians in the Doctrine of 

Justification and Buddhists both possess sin. 

Therefore, having faith in this doctrine is very 

wrong.  

We should therefore know how the Doctrine 

of Justification was originated. It arose from the 

thoughts of philosophers. They used the phrase, 

“being justified freely,” as the pivotal basis for 

building logic in the Doctrine of Justification. 

The philosopher-theologians say, “God will call 

you righteous. He will call you righteous even 

though you possess sin. He will call you a saint 

just because you believe in Jesus as your Savior, 

though you possess sin in your heart.”  

 

However, there is actually “no sin” if you 

people believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit that Jesus has given. Did all our sins, yours 

and mine, get passed over onto Jesus? Or didn’t 

they? They surely did. Jesus took over the sins by 

His baptism and was judged at the Cross due to 

these sins. He resurrected from the dead in 3 

days and now sits at the right hand side of God. 

This very Jesus is yours and my Savior. If we 

have obtained the remission of sins by believing 

in Jesus, is this God’s gift? Or did we get our sins 

absolved due to our own efforts?  

Salvation is the gift of God. The gift of God’s 

grace is “being justified freely.” Have you and I 

received God’s righteousness through grace? Or 

did you and I make the remission of our sins for 

ourselves? Didn’t we obtain God’s righteousness 

by having faith in the redemption inside the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit? We didn’t 

obtain it through the Doctrine of Justification. 

Who is Jesus? He is the Savior. God, Who is the 

Holy Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

eliminated the sins through His only Son and 
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saved us from all the sins of the world. God 

established His righteousness through Jesus.  

What happened after we believed in the 

righteousness that had been established by God? 

We became sinless. The Holy Spirit came to our 

hearts as a gift because we possessed no sin in 

our hearts. Therefore, we are righteous. Even 

though we are infirm and seem to have 

committed many transgressions whenever we 

look at ourselves, there is no sin in our hearts 

because we believe that Jesus blotted them out 

through the baptism He received and the blood 

He shed on the Cross. 

 

People who believe in the Doctrine of 

Justification believe in false Christianity. They 

greatly misunderstand Christianity. They are 

committing great wrongdoing to others because 

their faiths harm many. You people might have 

heard about doctrines on ‘justification’ or 

‘sanctification’ so many times in Christianity 

recently that you have gotten annoyed, but the 

truth is that the whole world is going to perish 

because of the Doctrine of Justification. 

They all believe that they are called sinless 

just because they have faith in Jesus although the 

truth is that they do possess sin. Jesus took over 

all our sins at the time He got baptized. If we 

deeply think over and over again about the fact 

that Jesus has already eliminated all our sins, it 

becomes evident that we can never have sin. 

Though you and I are insufficient, we are truly 

righteous by believing in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit. This is the truth.  

In the Bible, it is written, “If we confess our 

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 

John 1:9). With this passage, people say that we 

should confess our sins to be forgiven whenever 

we commit sin. But, all our sins will be remitted, 
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not because we repent our sins, but because we 

have faith in the righteousness of God that was 

fulfilled by the water and the Holy Spirit. Faith 

in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 

Jesus has given has the power of the remission of 

sins. Do you understand what I mean?  

 

 

Jesus, the propitiation for all  

humanities 
 

Let’s altogether read verses 25-26. “Whom 

God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 

through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 

because in His forbearance God had passed over 

the sins that were previously committed, to 

demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness, that He might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

Since the passages are quite long, I would like 

to explain them part-by-part. “Whom God set 

forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 

faith,” God set Jesus forth as a propitiation. We 

should understand what the phrase really means.  

Propitiation implies to shed blood to atone for 

a sinner. Shedding blood indicates death. God 

established this for the remission of sins through 

the death of sacrifice to eliminate our sins. Jesus 

needed to get baptized in order to die. Jesus was 

put forth as a propitiation by His blood and 

through faith in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law, “the wages of sin is 

death,” might be fulfilled in us.  

If one has sin, it means he/she should die. 

There are two dimensions of human death; 

physical and spiritual death. It also means that 

sinners should go to hell. We are all born sinners. 

We had no other choice but to sin every single 

day.  

However, God so loved the world that He 
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gave His only begotten Son. Jesus came into this 

world in flesh, got baptized to take over all our 

sins, was crucified at the Cross, and shed His 

blood, thereby He eliminated the sins that stood 

in the way between God and us and brought 

peace to all of us. Jesus let us become God’s 

children and made it possible for God to call us 

His children. Setting forth Jesus as a propitiation 

by His blood, God gave us His own 

righteousness. 

 

“Because in His forbearance God had passed 

over the sins that were previously committed, to 

demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness.” What does this mean?  

‘To pass over the sins that were previously 

committed’ means to be not concerned about or 

to overlook all the sins. You have probably seen 

many times on TV how politicians say to each 

other, “This problem cannot simply be 

overlooked,” when there is a matter that needs to 

be dealt with very carefully. The word ‘to 

overlook’ means to ‘pass over’ or to ‘be careless 

about something.’  

It is written, “Because in His forbearance God 

had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed, to demonstrate at the present time 

His righteousness.” God has endured for a very 

long time. He has waited for a long time since 

the creation of mankind. We don’t know how 

much mankind has sinned until now or how 

many more iniquities they will commit in the 

future.  

However, God said, “Because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that 

were previously committed, to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness.” God tried to 

demonstrate His own righteousness, and He truly 

did a righteous deed for us. He did a very 

virtuous deed, which was to eliminate our sins. 
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He made those who believe in His righteousness, 

sinless. 

 

 

What’s “the sins that were previously  

committed”? 
 

However, when we look at the previous part 

carefully again, it is written, “God had passed 

over the sins that were previously committed.” 

I’m not sure how much longer you and I will live 

in this world. The average age of death in 

civilized societies is increasing nowadays. 

People live long periods of time. I think the 

average age is above 70. This is also becoming a 

social problem.  

Well, let’s take people in their 30’s as an 

example. If we have obtained the remission of 

sin at 30 and we are going to live until the age of 

70, there will be a period of 40 years in which we 

can commit sin in the future.  

However, our Lord came to this world about 

2000 years ago, before we were even born, got 

baptized at the age of 30, died at the Cross at 33, 

thereby paying the wages of sin by receiving the 

judgment for the sins of the world, resurrected 

from death, and became our Savior. The same 

Lord knew that we would be born about 2000 

years later and that we would sin until the day we 

died in this world.  

Therefore, He took over our sins at that time. 

Will our descendents commit sin? Or won’t they? 

They will surly sin during their lifetimes. What 

about their children? Will they sin also? Then 

what about their grandchildren? God had already 

“passed over the sins that were previously 

committed.” Sins previously committed are sins 

that have already been eliminated in the past in 

God’s view. From our viewpoints, we commit 

sins in the present and will commit sins in the 
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future because we are finite beings.  

However, because God is the eternal Being 

and because the sins have been eliminated for an 

eternity a very long time ago, in God’s point of 

view, no matter how many more times we sin in 

the present or the future, they are still a part of 

the sins that have been eliminated by Him in the 

past. God can see the whole world from the 

beginning to end in a single glance. So, all the 

sins we commit throughout human history from 

the beginning to the end of the world are “the 

sins that were previously committed” in His eyes.  

Even though people sin every single day, in 

God’s view, the sins have already been 

eliminated in the past through His only Son Jesus. 

By sending Jesus to this world, God the Father 

made Jesus get baptized by John the Baptist at 

the age of 30 so that He could take over the sins. 

Jesus also had to die at the Cross due to the sins 

of the world carried on His back, and was finally 

resurrected from death. Because the sins have 

been blotted out in the past, it is written, “God 

had passed over the sins that were previously 

committed.”  

 

He did it “to demonstrate at the present time 

His righteousness, that He might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Do 

you understand this? Since all the sins of this 

world have been blotted out at the time Jesus 

eliminated them and because God made Jesus 

wash them away, (since He hated sin so much) 

though we commit sins in the present, He does 

not care about these sins because they have 

already been blotted out. If we receive the 

remission of sins by believing in Jesus Christ, 

who came by water and blood as our Savior (1 

John 5:6), we can be born again. In other words, 

if we get our sins forgiven by admitting that we 

are sinners destined to go to hell and by believing 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

242   Which One is True, the Doctrine of Justification or the Gospel of the Water and the Spirit? 

 

that Christ is our Savior who came by water and 

blood, God approves of us, the righteous, even 

though our deeds are still infirm. This means we 

become absolutely sinless.  

He passes over the previous sins and 

overlooks all the sins of the world. However, 

don’t think that this means that you can now sin 

as much as you want. Although this doesn’t mean 

that you should sin on purpose, do you and I 

commit sin actually? Or don’t we? Even if we 

believe in Jesus and have obtained the remission 

of sins, we cannot but sin day in and day out. Do 

we sin on purpose? Or do we sin only due to our 

infirmities? ─ We sin because we are infirm. ─ If 

we were perfect, we would have an unchanging 

and strong will and would not commit sin any 

more.  

However, what about our wills? They change 

every second. When we make a vow in the 

morning, it becomes void in the evening. We 

then ask ourselves, “Why did I do it?” We 

prepare ourselves again and start another day. 

Our promise not to sin might last us 2 days or 

even a week, but it would fail for sure within a 

month or a year. In God’s view, however, all 

these sins are a part of the past, even though we 

sin in the present.  

 

The deed of God having eliminated our sins is 

something of the past. He has already blotted out 

all our sins in the past. “Because in His 

forbearance God had passed over the sins that 

were previously committed, to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness.” God has 

accomplished a righteous deed for us by 

eliminating all our sins in order to call believers 

righteous and sinless. In other words, He has 

saved us from sin in order to make us sinless. Do 

you understand? 

Therefore, if you know this truth, you can 
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believe and not trip when others attack you. 

Those who believe in the Doctrine of 

Justification say that there is sin in every one 

who believes in Jesus. Some of them dare to say 

that they have no sin because they believe in 

Jesus somehow.  

However, they also say that people need to say 

prayers of repentance for future sins. Such a 

farfetched argument wouldn’t work in the 

presence of God and His children. That kind of 

person is one who believes in the Doctrine of 

Justification. Those who say that one can wash 

away their sins through prayers of repentance are 

believers in the Doctrine of Justification.  

 

 

The fallacy of the prayer of 

repentance 
 

Can one obtain the remission of sins by 

offering repentance prayers for the sins to God? 

Or has Jesus eliminated our sins already by 

coming to this world, taking over our sins 

through His baptism, then receiving the vicarious 

punishment of death, and resurrecting from 

death? What do we have to believe in to wash 

away all our sins? Do our sins get eliminated 

whenever we say prayers of repentance? Have 

the sins been remitted when we believed that 

Jesus had eliminated our sins by water and the 

blood? We become sinless and can receive the 

spiritual circumcision by believing in the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit; not because we 

constantly offer prayers of repentance.  

Brethrens, unfortunately, the truth is that if we 

take a very close look into Christianity, we can 

find that there are very few sinless souls in it. 

Almost all Christians have sin in their hearts. Is it 

possible for a sinner to be forgiven for his/her 

sins by praying and begging for forgiveness? If a 
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person has killed your only son by sticking a 

knife into his stomach and begs you for a pardon 

only in words, saying that he will never commit 

murder again, do you think that you will be able 

to forgive him? Shouldn’t he pay the price for his 

sin? He certainly has to do it. He has to go to 

prison and get executed. Just by simply saying a 

couple of words of forgiveness won’t do much. 

Most Christians say that one can obtain the 

remission of sins by believing in the Doctrine of 

Justification. How can one obtain it through 

repentance prayers? We have to know and 

believe in the fact that Jesus came to this world, 

got baptized, shed blood, and thus eliminated all 

of our sins after taking over them and receiving 

judgment for them. What kind of nonsense is it to 

say that one should say prayers of repentance to 

get his/her sins remitted? The believers in the 

Doctrine of Justification say the same things as 

the Buddhists, who uselessly try to take souls in 

hell to heavenly paradise by chanting the sutra, 

beating their wood blocks. 

 

Brethrens, what the law is trying to say is that, 

regardless of how much you have sinned during 

your entire life, you have to go to hell because all 

of you are born sinful. However, an absolute 

majority of people don’t acknowledge the fact 

that they have been born with sin. These kinds of 

people don’t know who they are. They think they 

can live virtuously if they try a little more. Is it 

really possible? No. If they wish to live kindly 

and virtuously according to the law and become 

sinless before God, they should never sin from 

the cradle to the grave. That is to say, one should 

not sin even once by mistake. As little as one sin 

will make everything invalid. Even when one has 

been perfect up to 99.9%, one single sin will 

nullify everything.  

Some monks go into caves to cultivate their 
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moral senses and to eliminate all the filthy lusts 

in their hearts so that they can become a living 

Buddha. Usually, when these people set their 

training term for 40 days, on the last day, a 

woman will appear in the mind of the training 

man, and a man in the mind of the training 

woman. The woman in the form of a fantasy 

appears completely naked. At first, the person 

tries to chase away the tempting illusion, but 

eventually gives in. All the charitable deeds that 

have been accomplished until that time would 

turn to nothing.  

 

 

Can we be sanctified for ourselves? 
 

The late Sung-Chul, one of the most famous 

monks in contemporary Buddhism, left a piece of 

a Nirvana poem when he was about to die, after 

cultivating his mind for almost 2 decades in the 

heart of mountains. His last poem is as follows:  

“For I have deceived so many men and 

women  

during my lifetime,  

My sins are greater than the highest mountain.  

I will fall into the endless hell,  

And my lamentation will be divided  

into ten thousands ways.  

A piece of red sun goes down behind the 

blue mountain.” 

 

All the religious people of the world admired 

his sublime personality and seemingly profound 

teachings. However, he himself actually 

confessed that he would go to hell.  

Brethren, it is not wrong for one to live kindly 

and virtuously through one’s deeds, regardless of 

religion. We Christians should live kindhearted 

and virtuous lives. We should also receive the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit and live for God. 
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Always keep this in mind: You should live for 

God. No matter how kindly a person has lived, 

like extracting pus from a leper with his/her 

mouth or getting sick and dying in place of 

another cancer patient, if the person doesn’t 

know the love of God by which He has 

eliminated the sins through the gospel of the 

water and the Holy Spirit, he/she will certainly 

go to hell. The person will go to hell if he/she 

doesn’t have the faith that unites him/her with 

Jesus. This is what the Bible is trying to say. 

 

Brethrens, in conclusion, the Doctrine of 

Justification is wrong. The faiths of those who 

possess sin in their hearts, although they say that 

they believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit, are erroneous because they are still sinners. 

When a person really believes in the gospel of 

the water and the Holy Spirit, his/her sins will 

truly disappear. But if a person believes in Jesus 

just theoretically, he/she will still be a sinner.  

 

The result is the proof. How can one possibly 

possess sin if one truly believes in God’s gospel? 

This means that the believers in the Doctrine of 

Justification turn God into a liar in the end. It’s 

like saying that God has not been able to 

eliminate all our sins and will not be able to do 

so with our future sins.  

 

When I began to preach the gospel, during the 

time when Kim Il-Sung, the former President of 

North Korea was still alive, I used to say that 

Jesus even took Kim’s sins away and died on the 

Cross for his sins. You may know how many 

innocent people were slaughtered during the 

Korean War he brought about. And strictly 

speaking, his sins also surely had been 

eliminated on God’s side. However, because he 

didn’t believe that Jesus took over his sins by His 
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baptism and atoned for all his sins by dying on 

the Cross and because he died as a sinner due to 

his disbelief, he would go to hell. 

 

 

The Doctrine of Justification makes  

Jesus a liar 
 

If today’s Christians believe in the Doctrine of 

Justification, they would say that though their 

past sins have been remitted, they need to get 

their future sins pardoned by saying prayers of 

repentance. But attention please, you Christians 

of such faith! This kind of belief turns Jesus into 

a complete liar, swindler, thief and a false 

prophet.  

The founders or leaders of religious sects are 

usually tactful in cheating money out of their 

followers. But, Jesus is not a false founder of a 

religion. He gave us new lives, came to this 

world to blot out our sins, and truly did so by 

sacrificing Himself at once. During His life, He 

was born, got baptized to take over the sins of 

mankind, and was crucified at age 33 while 

shedding all the blood in His body. He then 

resurrected from the dead and truly saved us 

from all our sins. Is this true? Is it? ─ Yes, it is. ─ 

Jesus is not a swindler.  

However, those who believe in the Doctrine of 

Justification turn Jesus into a swindler. They 

make God seem like a liar, swindler and thief. 

One of them may say, “Jesus, please forgive my 

sins,” even though he believed in Jesus for the 

last 10 years. What does this mean to him? 

Actually, he is praying now, “Jesus, come down 

to the Cross once more and die for me again, 

because I have sinned again. My feelings have 

been stained.” 

 

In order for a person to wash away his feelings, 
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that person should go to the spring of the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit and be washed clean 

by the spring water. In other words, the person 

should believe in the words of God. He/she 

should be washed clean by faith. Generally 

speaking, all the people who believe in Jesus yet 

still possess sins, actually ignore and confront 

God in their hearts every single day, saying that 

He is a liar. 

We should never believe in the Doctrine of 

Justification. It is one of the worst doctrines 

among the existing Christian doctrines. 

Justification, sanctification, 

predestination…these are the things I have 

learned for 10 years in seminaries, which are 

complete nonsense. Even most Evangelists 

believe in these doctrines. They say that they 

possess no sin in words. However, strictly 

speaking, they do possess sin. Members of 

Brother Churches or so-called Salvation Sect 

Churches in Korea are good examples. Even 

though they have sin, they insist that they have 

obtained the remission of sins, saying that if one 

commits sin, he/she just needs to be punished for 

the sin by God. After all, they believe in the 

Doctrine of Justification.  

They say that they have sin inside their 

consciences, but God regards them as sinless 

because they believe in Jesus somehow. Strictly 

speaking, one cannot have sin when he/she has 

faith in Jesus. Therefore, I have no sin. A person 

who has truly received the remission of sins has 

truly no sin inside his/her conscience. Is there sin 

inside your conscience? Is there? Or are you 

sinless? ─ There is no sin in my conscience, and 

I am sinless. ─ Yes, we have been washed away 

the sins inside our consciences.  

Let’s take a look at Hebrews 9:14, it is written, 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
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spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God?”  

Brethrens, Christ saved us from sin by dying 

on the Cross after getting baptized. Did Jesus 

take away all the sins of our consciences? Or 

didn’t He? ─ Yes, He certainly did. ─ Did Jesus 

take away all the iniquities of our deeds? Did 

He? ─ Yes, He did. ─ He took away all the sins 

we commit with our thoughts, the sins we 

commit with our awareness, those we commit in 

ignorance, and those caused by our weaknesses.  

If we commit all these sins, they will be 

recorded in our consciences. Our consciences 

will therefore feel pain. Our consciences are 

sensors that detect sin. However, Jesus took away 

all the sins that hurt our consciences at the time 

He got baptized and paid the wages of all our 

sins by dying on the Cross. Therefore, He 

cleansed our consciences from death works and 

allowed us to serve the living God.  

Are there times when we still deceive our own 

consciences? Are there? ─ Yes, there are. ─ 

Whenever we face moments of trouble in our 

lives, we say words that do not come from our 

consciences. Even though our heart tells us that 

something is right, our mouths say the opposite. 

“How much more shall be blood of Christ… 

cleanse your conscience from death works to 

serve the living God?” This passage means that 

if we commit conscience-aching sins, we can be 

forgiven all our sins by believing in His baptism 

and His atoning blood. Even the sins we have 

committed with our consciences after we have 

gotten our sins remitted can be washed away by 

the merit of our Lord’s righteous deed that 

overflows whenever we look for it, believe in it, 

and acknowledge our infirmities. 

 

The Lord blotted out all of our sins by the 

water and blood. Through His meritorious deeds, 
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He eliminated all the sins of the entire lifetimes 

of those who believe in this gospel and who 

meditate on these words, thinking deeply about 

them.  

Therefore, this is the reason why we should go 

to church and attend services to hear His word as 

frequently as possible. What will happen to a 

person who doesn’t go to God’s church and 

doesn’t listen to the words of God saying, “I 

don’t have any sin because I have gotten my sins 

forgiven, and will go to the Kingdom. I don’t 

need to hear God’s word anymore.” He/she will 

turn into a completely useless person in this 

world since his/her conscience has been stained 

again, even though that person is sinless but 

his/her conscience has gotten so weak. That is 

why the church of God is needed so much to 

every born-again saint.  

 

When we go to church and think deeply about 

the teachings of the sermon again; when we look 

up to the Lord and hear that He took over all of 

our sins by His baptism and blood, even in bad 

times and our consciences have gotten stained, 

our souls can be refreshed and reinforced. Then, 

the Holy Spirit will say words that relieve our 

consciences such as, “That’s right. Now you can 

live comfortably.”  

Therefore, you and I are able to smile and live 

happily by faith while not being suppressed by 

sin. You are able to get acquainted with God and 

live a life walking along with Him while 

receiving His blessing. Do you brethren believe 

in this? You should never keep yourself away 

from the church. I have never seen a person who 

is distant from the church or who ignores his 

pastor, minister, or the leader, and leads a good 

religious life. These kinds of people become very 

brutal instead. 
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The original gospel that coincides 

with all the Bible 
 

Let’s read verses 27 to 28 together. “Where is 

boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of 

works? Not, but by the law of faith. Therefore we 

conclude that a man is justified by faith apart 

from the deeds of the law.”  

The passages ask that whether a person 

becomes sinless by law or of works or by what 

kind of gospel. From the Old Testament, the 

Bible talks about the law of faith. In Exodus, 

God gave Israelites the law and the sacrificial 

system of the Tabernacle through Moses. When 

we take a look into Leviticus in the Old 

Testament, God has shown the sacrificial system 

in more detail. At that time, through that 

sacrificial system one could obtain the remission 

of sin. 

How did a priest get His sins forgiven? What 

about in the case of a common person, the elders 

or all the Israelites? When a person wanted to get 

his sin forgiven, he had to bring an unblemished 

sheep or goat, lay his hands on the head of the 

animal, and confess his sin. Then, his sins were 

passed onto the animal.  

He then cut open the throat of the animal to 

take its blood and gave its blood to the priest. 

“Then the priest shall take some of its blood with 

his finger, put it on the horns of the altar of burnt 

offering, and pour all the remaining blood at the 

base of the altar” (Leviticus 4:30). The priest 

removed all its fat and burned it on the altar to 

produce a sweet aroma for the Lord. When the 

priest made atonement for him, the person was 

forgiven for the sin by faith.  

 

There was another type of sacrifice for the 

yearly sins of all Israelites. It was carried out by 

the High Priest who passed over the sins of all 
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Israelites during the year by laying his hands on 

the head of the animals. He had to bring its blood 

into “the most holy place” and sprinkle it on and 

before the mercy seat. He also put the blood of 

the animal on the horn of the altar of sweet 

incense in the Holy Tabernacle and also on the 

altar of the burnt offering. Then, he cut the sin 

offering into pieces and burnt it. In this manner, 

all Israelites were able to get their sins remitted 

once a year (Leviticus 16:6-22). 

God forgave their sins according to the law of 

faith He established in the sacrificial system. 

When the High Priest offered the sacrifices for 

the Israelites’ year’s worth of sin, all the piled up 

sins came to be remitted.  

 

In the New Testament, Jesus came to this 

world as the sacrificial Lamb of God, got 

baptized, shed His blood to die, and then rose 

again from the dead to save us from all our sins. 

Anyone who believes in this truth can receive the 

remission of sins from God. Then, is the 

remission of sin obtained through our works? No, 

it can be obtained only by the law of faith.  

The law of faith! It means that we can be 

forgiven for all our sins through our faith in Jesus 

Christ; who came to this world, got baptized to 

take over all of our sins, and paid the entire 

wages of our sins by being crucified. He then 

rose again from the dead to save us.  

The remission of sins cannot be obtained 

through our works. Then, is there something for 

us to boast about? No, there isn’t. A person does 

not become righteous by keeping the law, but we 

obtain the remission of sins by believing in the 

fact that God has blotted out our sins according 

to the sacrificial system He has set up. 

 

We will now read verses 29 to 30. “Or is He 

the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God 
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of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since 

there is one God who will justify the circumcised 

by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”  

These phrases say that there is no 

discrimination in God’s salvation: the Jews and 

the Gentiles all got their sins remitted by faith. 

Moreover, it is said that God is the same way 

even to us Gentiles and not only to the Israelites. 

He is the same God and the way He gives the 

remission of sins to all of mankind is also the 

same. There is only one Holy Triune God, and 

just as He had planned, everyone obtains the 

remission of sins by believing that He eliminated 

all our sins through Jesus, who came by water 

and blood (1 John 5:6). 

 

 

 

 

 

Do we the born again make void  

the law? 
 

Verse 31 states, “Do we then make void the 

law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, 

we establish the law.”  

It is asked whether we can make the law void 

through faith or not. The Bible says, “Certainly 

not! On the contrary, we establish the law.”  

The reason for this is that there is the promise 

of God in the law, by which we can obtain 

salvation by believing in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit. This law of God does not only 

include the ten commandments or the 613 

articles of orders and prohibitions, but the entire 

words of God. In other words, the law in this 

passage refers to all the words God has told us.  

Therefore, we don’t make the law void; rather, 

we establish the law firmly. We establish the law 

because we get to know and realize our sins 
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through the law; we come to know and believe 

the revelation of salvation through the sacrificial 

system in the law, and we get our sins forgiven 

by believing in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit, witnessed by the law. Through God’s 

words, we can realize how infirm our lives are 

and that we have been committing so many 

iniquities even after all our sins were blotted out.  

It is the law that lets us perceive whether we 

are right or wrong in our deeds. Because the law 

is the only criteria for judging our deeds, we 

establish the law. We establish the law because 

the Lord has saved us by water and blood; 

otherwise, we cannot but go to hell, for we are 

not able to keep the law, which shows God’s 

commandments.  

 

By the way, it is not the Doctrine of 

Justification that allow a person to be born again, 

but the faith in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. One obtains the remission of sins by really 

believing in the truth. God did not only eliminate 

our original sin but also blotted out all the daily 

sins we commit. He doesn’t forgive us whenever 

we offer prayers of repentance or saves us by 

sanctifying us incrementally.  

 

The Lord God saved us from all our sins at 

once by sending Jesus down to this world, 

making Him get baptized, and be crucified. We 

became righteous only by faith. Even though all 

Christian-religionists tend to believe in the 

Doctrine of Justification, we have to believe in 

Jesus, who came by water and blood, including 

the fact that God has saved us. We should be 

thankful about that. He made it possible for us to 

actually believe in the remission of sins.  

 

We give great thanks to God. � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 3:21-31 

 
 

The Righteousness of God is 

Apart From the Deeds of the 

Law 
 

“But now the righteousness of God apart 

from the law is revealed, being witnessed by 

the Law and the Prophets, even the 

righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus 

Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there 

is no difference; for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, being justified freely 

by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:21-24). 

 

Jesus took over all sins of the world by 

receiving His baptism. He is the alpha and omega 

of this universe. Let us think about the beginning 

and the end of the world. This means the creation 

and termination of the world. God has forgiven 

all our sins from creation to the termination of 

the world. He allows us to be saved when we 

understand and believe in His righteousness. God 

prepared Jesus Christ to be the sacrifice for 

achieving God’s righteousness. God has decided 

that only those who believe in His righteousness 

and are reconciled with Him shall enter Heaven.  

 

Paul finally understood the saying, “Because 

in His forbearance God had passed over the sins 

that were previously committed” after believing 

in God’s righteousness. The phrase, “God had 

passed over the sins that were previously 

committed” means that by believing in God’s 

righteousness, we are saved. We have received 

redemption by faith in the truth that Jesus 

removed all our sins by His baptism and blood. 
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However, we cannot but continue to sin in our 

flesh.  

But on this weakness, God said that He passed 

over the sins that were previously committed. In 

the eyes of the everlasting God, all our sins are of 

the past and Jesus already washed them away by 

His baptism and blood. All the sins of this world 

have been removed through the righteousness of 

God.  

Why did God make the baptism of Jesus as the 

starting point of the washing away of our sins? It 

is because Jesus Christ took all the sins at once 

through His baptism given by John. Jesus has 

already taken and wiped out even the sins we 

commit today by His baptism. Therefore, all the 

sins we commit now and all sins of the past have 

already been removed. The sins we commit now 

are sins He has already atoned. So the phrase 

“God had passed over the sins that were 

previously committed” means that God overlooks 

our sins because Jesus already paid for all our 

sins.  

 

God already removed all the sins of the 

present through the baptism and blood of Jesus 

Christ. This is God’s righteousness. In other 

words, the sins we see now are the sins God has 

already overlooked. All sins we commit now are 

merely sins of the past in God’s eyes. It means 

that God overlooks the sins He has already 

removed by sending His Son and having Him get 

baptized by John, because Jesus has already 

washed them away.  

Our Lord has come to this world in flesh, was 

baptized and shed blood on the Cross to wash 

away all of our sins. If you do not understand this 

passage clearly, you will be confused when 

explaining it to others.  

“To pass over” something means to “look 

over” it. God sees all our sins as sins that were 
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already judged because Jesus was baptized in the 

Jordan River to take over all the sins of the world 

and went through judgment on the Cross. Jesus 

has completely sanctified us all at once. 

Therefore, God does not blame us for our present 

sins but blames us for not believing in God’s 

righteousness, which was made possible by the 

baptism and blood of Jesus Christ.  

God convicts the world of sin, of 

righteousness, and of judgment in the Bible 

(John 16:8). Do you understand the words Paul 

the Apostle is talking about? It is very important 

to those who believe in God’s righteousness. 

Those who have not been born again will go to 

hell for ignoring His righteousness. We have to 

carefully listen and understand what God is 

saying to us. Only then will it be helpful to our 

faith. It is helpful in our own faith as well as in 

telling others about the gospel.  

 

Romans 3:21-31 tells the gist of the whole 

Bible as well as Romans itself and it deals with 

the most substantial subjects. This teaching is the 

most important lesson in our lives and 

throughout history. But who actually thinks like 

this these days? Among Christians, how many 

really understand what Paul is talking about in 

these passages? These days, everybody is 

satisfied being self-centered and emotional. Even 

the teachings of the Bible are accepted or thrown 

away according to their necessities or short-term 

goals on earth.  

Unless people choose to change their way of 

thinking, we cannot succeed in teaching them the 

basic truth about God’s righteousness. This does 

not only refer to our times; it has always been 

like this. It was also hard for Paul the Apostle to 

tell the people the message of salvation 

containing God’s righteousness in his time. We 

still have to rely on God’s righteousness and 
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believe in it as Paul did. We have to tell others 

about God’s righteousness for it is the only truth 

that can give us salvation.  

 

 

God Had Passed over the Sins 

Committed Previously  
 

“Whom God set forth as a propitiation by 

His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance 

God had passed over the sins that were 

previously committed, to demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might 

be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:25-26). 

 

That God has passed over our previous sins 

means that God, through His righteousness, 

forgave all the sins of the world about 2000 years 

ago. Therefore, you can say that all the sins, 

which you can see now in your sight, have been 

passed over already. Do you understand my 

explanation of this passage? It means that the 

price for all our sins have been paid, so they are 

not the objects of God’s wrath any more. This 

truth can only be found in God’s righteousness. 

By having faith in this, we have become 

righteous.  

 

Verse 26 states, “To demonstrate at the 

present time His righteousness, that He might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus.”  

At that time, Jesus came to this earth and 

demonstrated His righteousness by being 

baptized by John the Baptist and shedding blood 

on the Cross. God gave us His only begotten Son 

to be baptized by John and be hung on the Cross 
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in order to give redemption at once to those who 

believe in God’s righteousness. By believing in 

God’s righteousness with our hearts, we become 

righteous. God has fulfilled His righteous works 

of removing all our sin. Those who believe in 

Jesus’ baptism and blood have no sin. Since we 

believe in God’s righteousness, we have already 

been saved from all the sins of our entire lives. 

Therefore, God passes over all the sins of the 

past, present, and future.  

 

The Bible states, “Where is boasting then? It 

is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a 

man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of 

the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He 

not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the 

Gentiles also, since there is one God who will 

justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith. Do we then make 

void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the 

contrary, we establish the law” (Romans 3:27-

31). We believe these words because we know 

that every word in the Bible is the word of God.  

“To establish the law” means that we cannot 

exclude ourselves from sin and the judgment by 

our deeds. We are so weak that if we were judged 

according to God’s Law, we would surly go to 

hell. But God’s righteousness saved us from sin 

and made us blameless because our faith in His 

righteousness has saved us. Even after we 

believe in God’s righteousness, our deeds are still 

fragile, but our Lord completely saved us.  

 

Verse 27 states, “Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the 

law of faith.” A person who believes in God must 

know God’s righteousness and that there is a law 

of salvation that can give us God’s righteousness.  

“By what law? Of works? No, but by the law 
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of faith.” It is through our faith in God’s 

righteousness that we are saved, and not by our 

deeds. “Will their unbelief make the faithfulness 

of God without effect?” No, absolutely not! One 

who believes in God’s righteousness is able to 

stand and one who does not will fall. A person 

who does not believe in God’s righteousness 

cannot gain peace. God’s law will judge him/her 

because he/she does not accept God’s words.  

 

Now I would like to talk about faith. No 

matter how marvelous the salvation Jesus Christ 

has already accomplished is, it is useless if we do 

not personally believe in it. The only way to 

make God’s works ours is to believe in it. The 

Bible states, “But without faith it is impossible to 

please Him” (Hebrews 11:6). This is why the 

Apostle Paul spoke frequently of faith in Romans, 

which we are studying now. 

Paul said, “even the righteousness of God, 

through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 

who believe” (Romans 3:22). He also said, 

“whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 

blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness” (Romans 3:25). Man is justified 

by faith, apart from the deeds of the law. Faith 

does not mean a good deed. Genuine faith does 

not beg for salvation. Instead, it reveals God’s 

righteousness. God, through His righteousness, 

did not allow us take the burden for the price of 

our sins. So how can we do without faith? We are 

saved from our sins by believing in Jesus Christ’s 

baptism and His blood.  

 

 

God Establishes the Law 
 

“Do we then make void the law through 

faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we 

establish the law” (Romans 3:31).  
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God’s righteousness glows much brighter by 

God’s law. These two are inter-dependant. God 

saved us through His righteousness, but He did 

not make the law itself void. God’s law is 

everlasting and complete. It is because God 

planned and made it.  

 

The righteousness of God that is revealed in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit has three 

roles as shown below. Let us look over them 

again. These are the roles of the righteousness of 

God we have obtained through the faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

(1) Excluding the pride of men (verses 27-28) 

(2) Showing all human beings the only way to 

salvation (verses 29-30) 

(3) God’s righteousness does not void out the 

law but on the contrary, it establishes the law, 

despite what the unbelievers say (verse 31). 

 

Paul told us that the salvation from our sins 

has nothing to do with the deeds of the law, and 

can be gained only through faith in God’s 

righteousness. Paul said that God’s righteousness 

did not make the law void. Instead, God’s law is 

established more firmly by His righteousness and 

vice versa because the law reveals God’s 

righteousness. � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

262   Introduction to Romans Chapter 4 

 

Introduction to Romans 

Chapter 4 
 

 

In Romans 4:6-8 Paul talks about the blessed 

people before God. A person who has been truly 

blessed in front of God is one whose lawless 

deeds are forgiven and whose sins are covered. 

So Paul declares, “Blessed is the man to whom 

the Lord shall not impute sin” (Romans 4:8).  

 

Then Paul introduces Abraham as being a 

blessed person. Using Abraham as a typical 

person in the Bible, Paul explains what the true 

and blessed faith is. Abraham would have 

something to boast about if his own works had 

justified him, but in reality, it wasn’t like that. 

The righteousness of God he obtained was 

possible only by believing in God’s words. 

The Bible indicates that the faith by which one 

can become righteous and blessed is the naïve 

faith in God’s words just like the faith of 

Abraham. In this chapter, Paul the Apostle talks 

about how one can obtain God’s righteousness in 

one’s heart by believing in His words. 

 

There is no one who never sin at all while 

living on earth. Moreover, we people commit as 

much sin as a thick cloud covering the sky. In 

Isaiah, it is written that our sins and 

transgressions are like thick clouds (Isaiah 44:22). 

So, there is no one among all of mankind who 

can escape from God’s judgment without 

believing in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

The baptism Jesus received and His blood on 

the Cross fulfilled God’s righteousness. Both 

those who have already received the remission of 

sin and those who haven’t commit sins with their 

flesh. Moreover, we commit sins that we are not 
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even aware of and therefore, we were destined to 

be judged for those sins.  

One should keep in mind that if a person has 

even the slightest bit of sin, he/she has to die in 

front of God’s justice. It was said in the Bible 

that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), and 

we should therefore understand and believe in 

God’s law. We must pay the price of the sins we 

have committed with our minds and deeds, and 

only when we have paid off all the wages of sin 

will the problem of sin be settled. On the other 

hand, no matter how hard we try, if we still don’t 

pay the price of sin, the issue of the judgment of 

sin will not come to an end. What we should 

know is that even a person who believes in Jesus, 

yet has sin, will be judged of his/her own sins. 

We live in this world that is flooded with all 

kinds of sins: big and small, perceived and 

unperceived, willingly and inevitably. We cannot 

but admit the fact that we should be condemned 

to death on account of our own sin according to 

God’s law, “The wages of sin is death.” 

 

If one wishes to get all his/her sins covered, 

he/she should receive the remission of sin by 

believing in the righteousness of God, which 

comes of the water, the blood and the Holy Spirit. 

One who has obtained the remission of sin by 

believing in God’s righteousness is able to and 

has proper qualifications to offer the sacrifice of 

praise to God continually for He has taken over 

all the sins by the baptism and the blood. Since 

our Lord had already taken over all the sins of 

the world, including my cloud-like sins, by His 

baptism, blood and resurrection, we therefore 

come to give thanks before the Lord who has 

given us eternal lives.  

If Jesus Christ had not taken over all the sins 

at the Jordan River by getting baptized by John 

and dying on the Cross, we would have paid the 
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wages of death by going to hell. How can we 

praise Him, if He hadn’t blotted out all our sins 

completely? Would it be possible for us to praise 

God’s name whenever we come before our Holy 

and Sacred God if our hearts were full of sin? 

Could we really offer the sacrifice of praise to 

His righteousness saying, “He has forgiven all 

our sins!” when we still had sin in our heart? No.  

But now, we can praise Him in His 

righteousness. All of this has been possible 

because we believe in the gift of God’s 

righteousness, which we have been clothed with. 
 
 

Paul said that we have obtained the  

righteousness of God by believing in  

what God has done 
 

“What then shall we say that Abraham our 

father has found according to the flesh? For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 

For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham 

believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.’ Now to him who works, the wages 

are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him 

who does not work but believes on Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 

righteousness” (Romans 4:1-5). 

  

Here, Paul explains how to be justified by 

taking Abraham as an example. It is reasonable 

for one to receive his/her appropriate wage for 

his/her work. However, it is entirely God’s gift 

and not the wage for our works that we were 

made to become righteous by being born again, 

without doing any good or living perfect lives 

before God.  

Paul the Apostle said, “Now to him who works, 

the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.” 
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This talks about how a sinner obtained salvation 

from sin through the baptism of Jesus Christ and 

His sacrificial blood. This salvation was given as 

a blessed gift for the remission of sin to all who 

believe in God’s righteousness.  

The salvation of a sinner is the unconditional 

gift given by God’s righteousness. One who has 

been born a sinner has no other choice than to sin, 

and he/she has no other choice than to confess to 

God that he/she is inevitably a sinner. The sins of 

such a sinner cannot disappear just because 

he/she diligently says prayers of repentance by 

believing some prevailing Christian doctrines.  

 

A sinner cannot boast about his/her own 

righteousness before God. “We are all like an 

unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are 

like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). So, a sinner has no 

other choice than to believe in God’s 

righteousness, which was fulfilled by our Lord’s 

baptism at the Jordan River and His atoning 

death on the Cross. Only then can one be 

forgiven for all one’s sins by the faith in God’s 

righteousness. There is nothing more a sinner can 

do in order to obtain God’s righteousness. Your 

remission of sin can only be obtained by 

believing in God’s righteousness. 

 

All sinners are able to find His righteousness 

through Jesus Christ’s baptism and His atoning 

blood on the Cross. Therefore, it is the faith in 

God’s righteousness that makes it possible for a 

sinner to obtain salvation from sin. This is the 

truth. This is the gift of God’s righteousness. 

 

 

Paul the Apostle talks about how  

sinners obtain salvation from all sins 
 

Paul explains this by using Abraham as a 
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typical example. “Now to him who works, the 

wages are not counted as grace but as debt.” 

Paul the Apostle is saying that one cannot obtain 

God’s righteousness by doing a certain kind of 

lawful deed. The only way we can obtain God’s 

righteousness is by believing in His righteous 

words of the spiritual circumcision.  

God’s righteousness is the truth that cannot be 

obtained by human efforts or deeds. The gift of 

God’s righteousness was as follows: You and I 

were people who were destined to enter eternal 

destruction, but our Savior Jesus Christ took over 

all the sins through His baptism, given by John at 

the Jordan River. He then bore all of the sins on 

His back to the Cross, where He paid all the 

wages of sins with His blood. Jesus thereby 

fulfilled all of God’s righteousness. All His 

righteous deeds had completed God’s 

righteousness that saved sinners from eternal 

death. 

Those who believe in the words of 

God can obtain Gods’ righteousness! 
 

Verse 5 states, “But to him who does not work 

but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his 

faith is accounted for righteousness.”  

In this part, Paul the Apostle explains the way 

to God’s righteousness by using the ‘ungodly’ as 

an example. ‘The ungodly’ are those who are not 

only fearless of God, but also commit dissolute 

sins throughout their lives. God’s words that say 

all people were born as ‘masses of sin’ are 

certainly right. Moreover, it is also right that the 

true nature of humankind is that they have no 

other choice than to sin until they receive God’s 

fearful judgment. However, if God calls us, the 

ungodly, as sinless and accounts our faiths for 

righteousness, what else could make this possible 

except God’s righteousness? 

Our Lord speaks to us, the ungodly: The Lord 



◄         CONTENTS         ► 

267   Introduction to Romans Chapter 4 

 

Himself had to get baptized at the Jordan River 

by John the Baptist, the last High Priest of the 

Old Testament, to take over all the sins of the 

world. He also had to pay the wages of our sins 

with His atoning bloodshed at the Cross to fulfill 

His words, “The wages of sin is death.” Do you 

believe that Jesus Christ paid off the wages of all 

our sins with God’s righteousness, by the 

baptism He received and His blood on the Cross? 

God accounts the faith of those who believe in 

His righteousness for righteousness. This is not 

an obstinate insistence but a fact made up of the 

fair righteousness of God. 

 

Therefore, to a person who believes in God’s 

righteousness, God the Father says, “Right, you 

are my people. You do believe in My 

righteousness. Now you are My child. You are 

sinless. Why? Because I have made you sinless 

by taking over all your sins by My Son’s baptism 

and His blood! He also paid the price of your 

sins with His bloodshed according to the words, 

‘the wages of sin is death.’ He rose again from 

the dead for you. He is therefore your Savior and 

God. Do you believe in this?”  

“Yes, I am.” Then He will continues, “I gave 

you My righteousness, completed by the 

righteous deeds of My Son. You have now 

become My child, I have adopted you with the 

water and blood of My Son.”  

All of mankind is ungodly before God. 

However, our Lord Jesus took over all the sins of 

the ungodly ─ both the sins we have already 

committed and the sins we will commit in the 

future ─ at once by the baptism John gave Him. 

Moreover, God clothed all those who believe in 

God’s righteousness with His righteousness and 

thereby saved them from all their sins. “For you 

are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
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have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). Now 

the question is whether we truly believe in God’s 

word with our hearts or not. We become 

righteous if we believe, but if we don’t, we come 

to lose God’s righteousness. 

 

 

Even the ungodly in the sight of 

God… 
 

Even to those who are ungodly before God, 

He promised that His righteousness would 

become theirs if they only believe that Jesus took 

over the sins of the world at once by getting 

baptized at the Jordan River. God actually gave 

His righteousness to every believer. Anyone who 

believes in God’s righteousness receives 

salvation from all the sins of this world. Our 

Father God told those believers in His 

righteousness that they are His children. “Yes, 

now you are sinless. My Son Jesus saved you 

from all your sins. You are righteous. You have 

been saved from all yours sins.”  

Even if we are not ungodly, God seals His 

righteousness on us to confirm that we are 

righteous. God’s righteousness is eternal. Lord 

Jesus has truly done the right job for all mankind. 

The people of this world were saved from all the 

sins of this world by God’s righteousness. God 

accounts the souls of the ungodly as sinless by 

looking at their faiths in His righteousness. 

“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not 

impute sin,” because he has acquired the blessing 

of God’s righteousness by faith. 

God asks us, “Are you godly?” Then, we 

admit the fact that we are ungodly in the sight of 

God. When we acknowledge this fact, we come 

to be thankful that Jesus got baptized for the 

sinners, shed His blood on the Cross, and that it 

was God’s righteousness that took over the sins 
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of the world; not our own efforts. However, if we 

think that we are people who can obey the law 

very well, we can never be as thankful nor have 

faith in His righteousness. 

One who believes in God’s righteousness that 

“justifies the ungodly,” he/she comes to obtain 

His righteousness as a gift. God’s righteousness 

will be given as a gift those who believe in the 

redemption and judgment of Jesus Christ, but to 

those who do not believe in God’s righteousness, 

all of God’s blessing and grace will remain 

locked. 

 

Even to a born-again righteous person, the 

righteousness of God that was established by 

Jesus is essential day in and day out, since even 

we who believe in God’s righteousness are 

people who cannot help but sin everyday while 

living in this world. Therefore, we need to 

remind ourselves of the joyful news of God’s 

righteousness every day that Jesus took over all 

the sins by His baptism and His blood on the 

Cross. Every time we hear the joyful news, it 

refreshes our souls and reinforces our hearts with 

overflowing strength. Do you now understand 

the passage, “But to him who does not work but 

believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his 

faith is accounted for righteousness”? This 

Scripture talks to all the people in this world. 

The Bible talks in detail about how one can 

obtain God’s righteousness through Abraham’s 

example. However, it was said that one “who 

works” confronts God, rather than to be thankful 

for God’s salvation. One “who works” does not 

believe in God’s righteousness and thus, is not 

thankful. What verse 4 says is that a person who 

tries to go to Heaven by doing good deeds for 

him/herself does not need God’s righteousness.  

Why? Because there is no righteousness of 

God to be found since he/she tries to wash 
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his/her sins by doing good deeds and saying 

prayers of repentance everyday for him/herself. 

Such a person does not want to accept God’s 

righteousness thoroughly because the person 

does not willingly cast aside his/her own 

seemingly virtuous deeds. Rather, through 

prayers of repentance, he/she tries to earn the 

salvation of his/her own soul while crying and 

fasting. Therefore, God’s righteousness is given 

only to those who truly believe in His righteous 

words. 

 

 

To him who works, the wages are not  

counted as gifts!  
 

“But to him who does not work but believes on 

Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

accounted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5). 

Brethren, this scripture is related to a person 

who acknowledges God and who believes in 

God’s words just like Abraham. We believe in the 

Lord of salvation who saved the ungodly. There 

are two kinds of Christian believers in this world. 

In verse 4, there comes one “who works,” and 

such a person does not regard God’s salvation as 

a gift, but as debt. Because such people want to 

be recognized for their virtuous deeds in front of 

God after believing in Jesus, they are apt to 

refuse the salvation of God’s righteousness. What 

kind of your sacrifice, do you think, is needed in 

receiving God’s righteousness? 

If you walk before God by holding on to your 

good deeds, you just become a sinner by not 

having obtained the righteousness of God. Did 

you know that the Doctrine of Sanctification, 

which most Christians support, induces them to 

excessively do virtuous deeds, turning them into 

God’s enemies by confronting the gift of God’s 

righteousness? The Bible does not state that we 
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can gradually obtain the righteousness of God. 

Nor does it say that we can get God’s 

righteousness with our works.  

Supporters of ‘human works’ teach that you 

can become sanctified through prayers of 

repentance. They say that you can be more 

righteous if you live clean and virtuous lives and 

that you can be saved if you live piously until 

you die, even though Jesus Christ has eliminated 

your sins.  

 

However, God’s righteousness is incompatible 

with human deeds. Those who confront God’s 

righteousness become allies with the demon. 

Because such persons refuse the Lord’s 

righteousness, they cannot receive the remission 

of sin before the Lord.  

Brethren, we were 100% ungodly. However, 

the reality is that many people misunderstand 

God’s righteousness and are therefore walking on 

the wrong path of faith. Since many people think 

that they are somewhat godly, they do not believe 

in God’s righteousness. They believe that they 

can be forgiven for their daily and future sins by 

saying prayers of repentance on their own. These 

people believe that there is at least some amount 

of godliness in them, so they put forward their 

good deeds without seeking for and believing in 

God’s righteousness. 

What sort of person can become righteous? 

Those who are not good at doing repentance 

prayers can become righteous. This doesn’t mean 

that one does not need to say prayers of 

confession. I hope you will not misunderstand 

me about this part. I will later deal with the issue 

of ‘the life of the righteous.’ Those who confront 

God’s righteousness think highly of doing certain 

virtuous deeds, making fasting prayers or living 

pious lives.  

However, only those who know that their 
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deeds are insufficient can become righteous from 

a sinner’s state by receiving Jesus’ gift of the 

remission of sin in their hearts. The only thing 

we must do is to believe in God’s righteousness 

and know that there is nothing to boast about 

among our own righteousness. What we have to 

acknowledge before God is, “O, God! We have 

committed such sins. We are sinners who will 

continue to sin until we die.” That’s only thing 

we should honestly confess. And the only other 

thing we have to do is believe that Jesus Christ 

completely fulfilled His righteousness.  

By believing in God’s righteousness, every 

sinner can receive salvation from all his/her sins 

completely. We praise by the faith in the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ, for we who were to 

be perished in the midst of sin, obtained salvation 

from all sin. 

 

 

Who is a truly blessed person? 
 

Who is a blessed person before God? The 

Bible defines a blessed person as the following. 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, and whose sins are covered.” Even if 

one has not been able to do any good deeds in the 

sight of God, has insufficiencies and infirmities, 

or has not been able to keep all or certain parts of 

God’s law, God gave the blessing of the 

remission of sin for the lives of believers who 

have faith in God’s righteousness, which 

eliminated all of our sins by Jesus’ baptism and 

blood on the Cross. These kinds of people 

believe in God’s righteousness and are the most 

blessed before God, for they have received the 

special blessing before Him out of a countless 

number of people. We have obtained salvation 

from all our sins by believing in God’s 

righteousness. We believe that God has said so. 
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Do we have anything more to add to His words 

even if God has said so? No, we don’t. 

There are many people in this world who still 

try to obtain salvation by their good deeds, even 

though they confess that Jesus is their Savior. 

Is there anything more to complement the 

truth of God’s salvation from sin, which says that 

Jesus got baptized by John, shed blood on the 

Cross and resurrected after death? No, there isn’t. 

However, today’s Christians are very much 

confused about the part on believing in God’s 

righteousness. People know that they might 

obtain salvation by believing in Jesus. But on the 

other hand, they still think it to be essential for 

their salvation that they must become sanctified 

gradually, live virtuously, and keep the law with 

God’s words once they start believing in Jesus. 

Like this, people are very confused.  

Even if what they say seems similar to that of 

the righteous, it is far from the faith that knows 

and believes in God’s righteousness. How can a 

person believe in the Lord well? It is possible 

only when we have the naïve faith in the words 

of water and the Holy Spirit that contains God’s 

righteousness and thus, receives the salvation 

from all our sins. God’s truth enables us to obtain 

salvation from all sins by our faith in His baptism 

and blood on the Cross, in which God’s 

righteousness is purely revealed.  

We should cast away the absurd Christian 

doctrines on gradual sanctification, unconditional 

election and nominal justification, or the false 

faiths that say one can eventually obtain 

salvation from sin by not eating pork, or keeping 

the Sabbaths. We should keep away from those 

who talk of this kind of nonsense. There are no 

conclusions or correct answers to their talks. 

 

Brethren, is it the correct faith or not that we 

obtain salvation from sin by believing in God’s 
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righteousness, without having done anything 

virtuous? –Yes, that is the true faith. ─ What kind 

of works have we done to obtain God’s 

righteousness? Have we done any good deeds 

before God? ─ No. ─ Are we perfect by 

ourselves even in our thoughts? ─ No, we aren’t. 

─ Then does this mean that we should live any 

way we like? ─ No. ─ Should we live virtuously 

by the law to be His children? ─ No. ─ It means 

that we should become true children of God only 

by believing in His righteousness, by obtaining 

the remission of sin, and by receiving the Holy 

Spirit as a gift through correct faith. 

It is absolutely impossible for people to live 

good lives. However, even if a person does not 

work, if he/she still believes in the righteousness 

given by Jesus, then he/she is a blessed person 

who has been saved from all sin. Everyone is 

originally incapable of living a good life. 

Therefore, God sympathized with us and sent 

Jesus to this world, making Him get baptized by 

John the Baptist, so that He could take over the 

sins of the world. Jesus was then made to carry 

the sins over to the Cross and settle the problem 

of sin. 

 

In Oriental proverbs, there is a saying, “One 

should sacrifice one’s life for the good of others.” 

When someone drowns after saving a person 

from drowning, they praise him/her for the 

sacrificial benevolence. Brethren, what this 

means is that even though it is natural to save a 

drowning person, we tend to think too highly of 

it.  

Here is another old saying called, ‘Ingwa-

eungbo.’ It means that if a person leads a good 

life, then he/she will be blessed in the future, but 

punished if he/she behaves badly. Brethren, is 

there truly a person who freely gives up his life 

for another person? Even in the case of 
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heterosexual love, men and women love and care 

for each other because it suits their taste. Like 

this, all people are basically egocentric.  

Therefore, God says that there can be no 

virtue within humans and we should examine 

carefully whether or not we really rely on and 

believe in His righteousness, which has 

eliminated even our most wicked sins, though we 

have never truly done any kinds of virtues. We 

should obtain salvation from all our sins by 

believing in God’s righteousness our God has 

given us.    

 

 

You should obtain the remission of all  

the sins of the lawless deeds 
 

What are the lawless deeds before God? All 

wrongdoings we have committed in the sight of 

God are lawless deeds. 

How can you and I get our sins covered before 

God? Can a thick bulletproof vest cover our sins? 

Or can 1-meter thick iron armor, made of the 

strongest metal, cover our sins in the sight of 

God? Brethren, whenever we do good deeds, do 

they cover the wrongdoings and faults we have 

committed before God? No. Good deeds of 

mankind are nothing more than self-consolations. 

One cannot escape from the just judgment of 

God by comforting one’s own conscience by 

doing good deeds.  

“Blessed are those …whose sins are covered.” 

This is what was said in the Bible. Brethren, if 

we would like to get our sins covered before God, 

the only way to do so is to believe in God’s 

righteousness by which He saved us. This 

righteousness of God includes Jesus Christ’s 

coming to this world to get baptized, His taking 

over our sins, and His vicarious death on the 

Cross. This is because Jesus took over the sins of 
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the world by getting baptized and because He 

received the judgment by His death on the Cross. 

This is God’s righteousness. All sins get covered 

when one believes in His righteousness. 

Even if a person tries to covers up his sins 

with his good deeds, it is of no use before God. It 

is only the righteous deeds of Jesus’ baptism and 

blood that can cover the sins of you and I. We 

were to be judged, destroyed, and go to hell by 

receiving God’s furious rages due to our sins, but 

Jesus came to this world and fulfilled God’s 

righteousness for us by getting baptized by John 

the Baptist and dying on the Cross. You should 

believe in this. We can get our sins covered by 

the faith in God’s righteousness. Why? Because 

God’s righteousness has already made the just 

compensation for all the sins of the world 

through His baptism and bloodshed. You and I 

can get our sins covered by believing in this truth. 

 

What kind of person is blessed? A person with 

this kind of faith is blessed. “Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins 

are covered; blessed is the man to whom the Lord 

shall impute sin.” A person with this kind of faith 

is a happy and blessed one. Do you and I have 

this kind of faith? A truly blessed person is one 

who has taken God’s words that Jesus Christ 

saved us by water and the Holy Spirit into his/her 

heart. One who receives Jesus Christ together 

with His water and the blood in his/her heart and 

dwells inside Jesus Christ is a truly blessed 

person. 

By faith, we the believers in God’s 

righteousness have received the amazing 

salvation, which does not contain even the 

slightest bit of human thought or virtue. Only a 

truly blessed person believes in this faith, keeps 

it in his/her heart and can preach the true gospel.  
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Brethren, don’t ever try to become God’s 

children or get saved from sin by adding certain 

virtuous deeds of your own to His grace! Are you 

virtuous? It is arrogance if one tries to be 

virtuous even though he/she really isn’t and 

thinks that he/she can be. If a poor person 

receives a huge diamond from a billionaire as a 

gift, the only thing the poor person needs to do is 

say “Thanks.” The same goes for God’s 

righteousness. 

 

Romans chapter 4 talked about people who 

were blessed by God. Such people have been 

saved from all sin by believing in the words of 

the gospel that contains God’s righteousness.  

 

I hope this blessing becomes yours. � 
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Verse-by-verse Commentaries / 4:1-25 

 
 

There is Nothing to Boast about  

The Righteousness of Man 
  

“What then shall we say that Abraham our 

father has found according to the flesh? For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 

For what does the Scripture say? Abraham 

believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness. Now to him who works, the 

wages are not counted as grace but as debt” 

(Romans 4:1-4). 

 

Romans Chapter 4 talks about the substance of 

faith in God’s righteousness. An example of this 

faith is how Abraham obtained righteousness 

from God. “What then shall we say that 

Abraham our father has found according to the 

flesh?” (Romans 4:1) Abraham had no 

righteousness in the flesh and did not boast about 

it. In fact, the Bible tells us that he did not fulfill 

the obligations of a man because he sold off his 

wife to save his own life. This scripture shows 

that Abraham did not have his own righteousness 

as a man.  

However, by taking the words of God’s 

righteousness to heart, his faith was 

acknowledged by God. But what about the sin 

Abraham committed by selling off his wife? Did 

God absolve that too? The answer is yes. God 

absolved Abraham’s sin with the gospel of water 

and the Holy Spirit, which contained His 

righteousness. This is the power of the true 

gospel. Which is the gospel that contains God’s 

righteousness? The gospel of water and the Holy 

Spirit has the power. Abraham did not have the 
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righteousness of man, but he believed in the 

righteousness of God. Through that faith, he truly 

became the father of all those who believe. The 

righteousness that Abraham found from God 

would not have been found by the righteousness 

of man.  

 

When reading Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, a 

21st century believer may be perplexed by a 

certain passage as Romans 4:2: “For if Abraham 

was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God.” Paul says that it was 

not through his deeds that Abraham found God’s 

righteousness and was acknowledged by God to 

be righteous. Instead, Paul states that by 

believing in God’s righteousness, Abraham’s sins 

were covered. Then, did God consider Abraham 

to be sinless when he actually had sin in his 

heart? The answer is no because God’s 

righteousness had already absolved him of all sin. 

God does not call a sinful person sinless solely 

because he believes somehow in Jesus Christ.  

There are many who believe in Jesus without a 

slightest bit of knowledge on the righteousness of 

God. They do not have the correct faith at all. If 

Abraham had been accepted as sinless through 

the righteousness of his own flesh, then he would 

have had cause for glorifying himself. However, 

he found God’s righteousness by believing in 

God’s word and not through his own 

righteousness. Therefore, it was not the flesh he 

boasted. The righteousness in Abraham was 

received through his faith in God’s word.  

Thus, he was a man who could just glorify 

God’s righteousness in the presence of God. He 

was a man who had nothing to boast about when 

it came to the flesh, yet he became a great man of 

faith by believing in the righteousness of God. In 

Romans, Paul explains what substance of faith in 

God’s righteousness really is. Faith in God’s 
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righteousness is to receive the forgiveness of sins 

by believing in Christ. It is also to have the 

blessing of getting one’s sins eliminated. It is fair 

to believe that if one believes in God’s 

righteousness, the person will become righteous, 

which is a precious reward. Well, I am going to 

focus the subject of God’s righteousness. 

 

 

The Man Who Receives  

God’s Righteousness  

Without Working for Him 
 

“But to him who does not work but believes 

on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

accounted for righteousness, just as David also 

describes the blessedness of the man to whom 

God imputes righteousness apart from works” 

(Romans 4:5-6).  

The Lord speaks of the happiness people feel 

when, without working for them, their faiths are 

considered as righteous. According to David, the 

people who are blessed by God are those whose 

iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered. This scripture explains the gospel of the 

righteousness of God.  

Then how does a person find God’s 

righteousness and receive forgiveness for his/her 

sins completely? What sort of faith is needed 

before the presence of God? Even if one is not 

capable to keep all the commandments, one must 

believe in the gospel of water and the Holy Spirit, 

which is the gospel of righteousness given to us 

by God.  

 

There are many who want God to 

acknowledge their virtuous deeds along with 

their faith in God. Some say we should keep the 

Sabbaths well and some say we must abstain 
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from eating squid and pork. They do this because 

they think that God measures their faith by 

performing certain deeds. Therefore, with their 

confused beliefs, they still seek for the 

righteousness of man and not of God.  

We must realize that a person has to find 

salvation from sin by knowing and believing in 

God’s righteousness. Yet, because of the belief 

that Christians must sanctify themselves, live 

virtuously, keep God’s law, and abstain from sin, 

many people let the righteousness of God slip 

away from them. This is the wrong sort of faith. 

Since they are confused, they think that the 

purpose of believing in Jesus is to achieve 

incremental sanctification. Thus, their faith 

makes no sense within God’s righteousness.  

 

Have you found God’s righteousness solely 

through faith without your deeds? The faith that 

asks God for help is the faith that believes in 

God’s righteousness. Even if you and I believe 

that Jesus is our Savior, it would be a fruitless 

belief if we do not know of God’s righteousness. 

Are you steadily holding on to His 

righteousness? Is your thought right, if you do 

not desire to hold on to God’s righteousness? No, 

you are not.  

We cannot be good before God originally. We 

are unable to live virtuously before we believe in 

the gospel of God’s righteousness. Man is 

basically the seed of evildoers. That is why God 

took pity on sinners and came to save them. 

Jesus, in order to save sinners from all their sins, 

fulfilled all of God’s righteousness by being 

baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. 

By being baptized and then dying on the Cross, 

Jesus washed away all our sins. All of God’s 

righteousness resides in Jesus’ birth, baptism, 

crucifixion, and resurrection. Jesus came to the 

earth and fulfilled all of God’s righteousness.  
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There are people in this world who believe 

that they are righteous for themselves. Some 

people have enough righteousness to sacrifice 

their own lives for other people. This is the 

righteousness of man. There is a motive for 

everything we do in this world. Is there anyone 

who truly sacrifices themselves for the sake of 

others without thinking of their own selfishness? 

The reply is no. The Lord said, “There is none 

who does good, no, not one” (Romans 3:12). A 

person who dies while trying to save a drowning 

person is considered to be very righteous. It is 

natural that human righteousness desires to save 

a drowning man. But can there be 100% pure 

motive in human righteousness? 

 

I heard that the father-in-law of Deaconess 

Yong-aeh Kim, one of our church members, was 

not well and may be dying. It was around noon 

when I heard the unfortunate news. I was later 

informed that he had passed away at midnight. 

When I heard from her that he had already 

passed away, I told her a congratulatory remark 

since the late person knew and believed in God’s 

righteousness.  

He had not come to our church while he was 

on earth. It was around last year when he was 

hospitalized. We ministers went there to deliver 

the gospel to him, but he obstinately tried not to 

listen to us by saying he was hard of hearing. 

Afterwards, when he was discharged from the 

hospital, Deaconess Yong-aeh Kim preached the 

gospel to him once again. That time around, he 

received and believed in the word of the gospel. 

At first, he didn’t feel that there was a reason or 

need to believe in Jesus.  

However when his disease went from bad to 

worse, and his eldest son had squandered all of 

his fortune, then he felt that all hope in the world 

had disappeared. Thus, when he heard the gospel 
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full of God’s righteousness again, he accepted it 

because he felt the need to. Deaconess Kim had 

confirmed his belief once more before he passed 

away. He confessed that when Jesus was baptized, 

all his sins went to Jesus and he was made clean. 

His sins were forgiven because he believed in 

the righteousness of God. He had never attended 

the worship service of God’s church, had never 

sacrificed himself or given an offering, or had 

ever prayed for the evangelism of the true gospel. 

Still, when he heard of and believed in God’s 

righteousness, the righteousness of God forgave 

all his sins.  

He became a righteous man because he 

believed in the gospel of God’s righteousness. 

The gospel he heard was the gospel of water and 

the Holy Spirit that was sufficient to absolve him 

of all his sins. He had heard the powerful gospel 

that contained God’s righteousness. A man who 

thought it was impossible to be saved from his 

sins was saved because of his faith in God’s 

righteousness. 

This is the result of believing in God’s 

righteousness. The gospel with God’s 

righteousness has mercy and power. God’s mercy 

is shown through the profound love He bestows 

on a person unworthy of salvation. God forgives 

our sins with His righteousness because He takes 

pity on us. In other words, God’s mercy gives 

His great love and salvation to our inexcusable 

souls. God gives this mercy to everyone.  

 

However, people still do not make an effort to 

know God’s righteousness or to believe in it. It is 

because they do not know the power of the 

gospel of God’s righteousness. Deaconess Kim’s 

father-in-law simply believed in God’s 

righteousness and became a righteous man only 

by faith. Even though he did not live perfectly 

during his years on earth, he believed in the 
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gospel of God’s righteousness and was washed 

clean of all his sins and was saved. This is the 

salvation in the Bible, which is obtained by 

believing in God’s righteousness. One who 

believes in God’s righteousness is blessed.  

 

 

Those Whose Sins are  

Covered by the True Faith  
 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed 

is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute 

sin” (Romans 4:7-8).  

 

What does the Bible say of man’s happiness? 

It says, “The people whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, and whose sins are covered.” What are 

the lawless deeds before God? They are the 

deeds of disbelief in God’s righteousness. 

Everybody sins against God yet all can receive 

the forgiveness of sins by believing in God’s 

righteousness.  

What is the gospel of God’s righteousness? It 

is the gospel that, in order to save mankind’s sins, 

Jesus came to the earth, was baptized at 30, was 

crucified so that He could take away the world’s 

sins, and then resurrected. How do we cover our 

sins before God? Can they be covered if we wear 

thick bulletproof vests? Or can they be covered if 

we wear iron armor? Rather, can our sins be 

covered by the virtuous deeds we have carried 

out? 

 

The Bible says that those “whose sins are 

covered” are the believers of God’s 

righteousness. All human sins can be forgiven if 

people believe in the gospel of Jesus, which 

contains God’s righteousness. Only when we 
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accept God’s righteousness into our hearts do the 

sins we committed get covered. All our sins can 

be removed if we believe in the baptism of Jesus 

and the word of the blood of the Cross. Thus, by 

believing in God’s righteousness, all our sins 

become covered. 

We cannot cover our sins through our good 

deeds. Instead, by believing that Jesus’ baptism 

by John and His blood on the Cross had made 

complete atonement for our sins, our sins 

become covered. This faith can cover our sins. 

Due to our sins, Jesus came to the earth, was 

baptized by John the Baptist, and died on the 

Cross. As a result of believing in this truth, one’s 

sins can be washed away. Why? Because of your 

belief in the gospel that has God’s righteousness. 

All of humankind’s sins can be covered when 

one believes in God’s righteousness.  

A person who has this faith is righteous before 

God. You and I will someday stand before God. 

Just like Deaconess Kim’s father-in-law. He was 

a blessed man. He heard that Jesus came to earth 

to be baptized and put on trial for him, and his 

sins were washed away when he believed in the 

gospel.  

 

What sort of person is happy before God? Do 

you have enough faith to cover all your sins? Are 

you by any chance trying to find salvation from 

your sins by living virtuously without the gospel 

of God’s righteousness? You must realize that the 

only true way your sins will be covered is by 

knowing and believing in God’s righteousness. 

Those who believe in God’s righteousness can 

praise Him. The reason we praise God is to thank 

Him for saving us from our sins. However, we 

should not worship Him in order to get saved 

from our sins.  

 

What kind of person experiences true joy? It is 
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a person who believes in God’s righteousness 

and has taken it to heart. One who believes that 

the gospel with God’s righteousness is in his/her 

heart also has all their sins covered before God.  

Every time a righteous person passes away, I 

use the funeral service as an opportunity to hold 

a preaching session, to deliver the gospel to the 

remaining members of the family. I believe it is a 

good chance to bear witness to God’s 

righteousness.  

 

A person who is truly happy is the person who 

believes in the gospel of God’s righteousness, 

and lives to spread this gospel. We should not try 

to find salvation from sin through good deeds. If 

you want your sins covered before God, you 

must know that it is only possible by believing in 

God’s righteousness.  

If a billionaire gives a poor man a diamond as 

a gift, all the poor man can do is to accept it 

gratefully. In this way, Christ came to the earth 

and received His baptism to cover our sins. For 

all that, our sin cannot be covered when we try to 

set up our own righteousness by saying, “I shall 

try to keep the commandments, and at the same 

time believe in You.”  

We must accept God’s righteousness through 

faith. Don’t be so stingy in accepting God’s 

righteousness by faith. Instead, we must accept it 

thankfully. 

 

 

The Blessing Received  

By Righteousness of the True 

Faith 
 

“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall 

not impute sin” (Romans 4:8). 
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The Bible says that one is blessed when he/she 

come to know God’s righteousness and when 

his/her sins are covered by faith in it. When a 

person’s sins are covered, they become the 

happiest person on earth. When a man or woman 

has sin, he/she is excluded from happiness in this 

world and the other world to come. Those who 

are blessed by God are those whose sins are 

covered. Those whose sins are covered know and 

have faith in the gospel of God’s righteousness.  

People can’t help but commit sins while living 

in this world. Then, who is the man or woman to 

whom the Lord will not impute sin?  

If one’s sins have been covered before God by 

faith, what sort of faith does this describe? This 

is the faith, which by believing in the truth of 

Jesus’ baptism and His bloodshed on the Cross, 

receives God’s righteousness. For those who 

receive God’s righteousness, their sins will not 

be imputed upon them. It is because they believe 

in God’s righteousness; it is that faith prevented 

them from receiving judgment for their sins. 

Blessed are those whose sins are not imputed 

before God. I hope that all of you will be filled 

with this truth. 

 

Jesus Christ fulfilled the request of the law of 

sin and death for us through God’s righteousness. 

In other words, on behalf of us who believe in 

God’s righteousness, He received all the 

judgment for our sins. Hallelujah! That is why 

the Lord does not impute our sins upon us when 

we believe in His righteousness. To those whose 

sins are covered by believing in God’s 

righteousness, God does not impute their sins 

upon them. 

This faith means to unburden every believer’s 

sins onto Jesus. When all the sins of the world 

were passed onto Jesus, who was baptized by 

John, our own sins were also passed onto Him 
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along with them. The people who do not know 

this truth of God’s righteousness will always 

have sin in their hearts. However, those who 

believe in God’s righteousness, that bears witness 

to Jesus’ baptism and the bloodshed on the Cross, 

do not have sin.  

That is why the Bible says that one whose sins 

are covered is blessed. The man or woman who 

hands over all his/her lifetime’s sins to Jesus is 

blessed. He/she is now a special person who has 

received God’s righteousness by believing in the 

baptism and the blood of Jesus. To cover 

humankind’s sins, Jesus undertook every bit of 

our sins and paid them off by shedding His blood 

on the Cross.  

 

Individuals who believe in this truth are happy. 

That is why David recorded that those who have 

their sins covered are blessed and those to whom 

God will not impute their sins are happy.  

People who don’t know God’s righteousness 

do not know that Jesus took away all the sins of 

the world through His baptism. However they 

never think they are foolish even though they 

don’t have any slice of idea on His righteousness 

and His wisdom. God’s righteousness may look 

foolish in humankind’s eyes, but it has the 

amazing power to wash away the sins of those 

who believe. “Because the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men” (1 Corinthians 1:25). 

Jesus Christ gave God’s righteousness to us 

for free. Therefore, all the saints cannot but 

praise Christ because of His righteousness. We 

thank the Lord who makes us praise Him. The 

Lord gave us the joy of being saved from all our 

sins by giving us His righteousness, because our 

faith is accounted for righteousness even though 

we do not work but rely on Him who justifies the 

ungodly.  
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Through God’s righteousness, our iniquities 

were forgiven and our sins were covered. Those 

who believed in God’s righteousness became 

blessed. God gave those who believed in His 

righteousness these blessings. “Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins 

are covered; blessed is the man to whom the Lord 

shall not impute sin” (Romans 4:7-8).  

Hallelujah! God gave us this gospel. Those 

who believe in this gospel are jubilant.  

 

 

Salvation Received without  

Good Deeds 
 

“Does this blessedness then come upon the 

circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised 

also? For we say that faith was accounted to 

Abraham for righteousness. How then was it 

accounted? While he was circumcised, or 

uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 

while uncircumcised. And he received the sign 

of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 

the faith which he had while still 

uncircumcised, that he might be the father of 

all those who believe, though they are 

uncircumcised, that righteousness might be 

imputed to them also” (Romans 4:9-11). 

 

In the preceding message, we talked about 

those who obtained happiness before God. In the 

Bible, it says the following about those who 

receive happiness. “Blessed are those lawless 

deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 

impute sin” (Romans 4:7-8).  

Then, was Abraham accounted to be righteous 

because of the circumcision or was he accounted 

as righteous by the faith in God’s promise prior 
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to his circumcision? Abraham, regardless of his 

circumcision, was saved because he believed in 

God’s righteous word. We too, without a doubt, 

have been saved from our sins when we put faith 

in God’s righteousness. 

 

In the passages above, Paul asked when 

Abraham was accounted to be righteous. So, 

when did Abraham receive God’s word of 

righteousness? Was it after his circumcision, or 

before? If it was after, it would be natural to 

wonder if the circumcision was in any way 

related to the process which made Abraham be 

accounted as righteous. But if Abraham was 

reckoned to be righteous by his faith before he 

was circumcised, then we can clearly figure out 

whether his righteousness was based on his deeds 

or on his faith.  

In fact, his physical circumcision had no effect 

on the righteousness of God he acquired. So 

when did God approve of Abraham’s faith? The 

answer is self-evident. Abraham was thought to 

be righteous by his faith before God in Genesis 

15:6. Genesis chapter 17 also states that it was 

fourteen years later since his being righteous by 

faith that he was circumcised.  

 

Therefore, Abraham was considered to be 

righteous by believing in God’s word and his 

descendants also received the promise that they 

would be deemed as righteous for their faith. 

Anyone who believes in God’s righteous words 

will be reckoned by Him to be righteous. 

Therefore, Abraham became the father of faith to 

those who were saved from their sins. Abraham 

was reckoned as righteous for his faith in God’s 

words. He received his circumcision as a 

certificate of his belief in God’s promise. 

Abraham was considered to be righteous even 

before his circumcision, so he became the father 
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of faith to all those who have faith in God’s word. 

Paul said that to receive God’s righteousness, 

it was unnecessary for both the Jews and the 

Gentiles to be given the physical circumcision 

enforced by the Jewish law. Instead, they needed 

the faith that Abraham possessed long before he 

was circumcised. A person can be saved from sin 

by believing in God’s righteousness. You have 

either been given salvation by God’s 

righteousness or have not yet received salvation. 

Imputing a person for their righteousness is 

based only on their faith and not on their deeds.  
 
 

Relationship between 

Circumcision of the Flesh and 

Faith 
 

“And the father of circumcision to those 

who not only are of the circumcision, but who 

also walk in the steps of the faith which our 

father Abraham had while still 

uncircumcised” (Romans 4:12). 

 

The issue of circumcision may not end 

because there are still many who hold onto the 

law and believe in it. Those people say that they 

should be circumcised, as Abraham was. 

However, it is not so. Abraham had, before 

receiving God’s order to get circumcised, already 

been acknowledged as righteous for his faith in 

God’s righteousness. If it is true that Abraham 

was reckoned for righteousness fourteen years 

before he was circumcised, then he received 

God’s righteousness regardless of the physical 

circumcision!  

Then, why did God give the law of 

circumcision? It leads us to wonder whether the 

law of circumcision served to dim the true 
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salvation by faith, even though Abraham was 

saved from all his sins prior to his physical 

circumcision.  

 

When we talk about circumcision, we must 

first make ourselves aware of its spiritual 

meaning. Circumcision is the act of cutting off 

the foreskin from the penis. Spiritually, it 

represents the removal of a person’s sins based 

on the faith in God’s righteous word.  

This was the gospel of salvation God 

promised to Abraham and his descendants. In the 

sacrificial system of the Old Testament, a person 

had to impose all of his sins on an offering such 

as a lamb or a goat, in order to get atonement for 

his sins. It was possible by the faith in the lawful 

sacrifice: the laying on of hands of the sacrificial 

animal and the shedding of its blood (Leviticus 

4:27-31).  

 

The circumcision represents the established 

promise that God made to Abraham and his 

descendants based on His righteousness. It is the 

same as being forgiven for one’s sins in the New 

Testament by having faith in Jesus’ baptism and 

the bloodshed of the Cross.  

 

In every Holy Communion, we commemorate, 

in particular, Jesus’ baptism and His death on the 

Cross about 2000 years ago. “And He took bread, 

gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 

saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of Me’” (Luke 22:19).  

The bread we eat in this ritual refers to the 

faith in His baptism: Jesus Christ, the Bread of 

Life came in flesh and was baptized to bear all 

our sins on His shoulder. The blood Christ shed 

on the Cross shows the judgment on mankind’s 

sin that He took upon His flesh by being baptized 

by John.  
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Why do saints receive water baptism 

after being born again? 
 

For the most part, baptisms are performed to 

publicly proclaim one’s faith in God’s 

righteousness. Christians receive their baptisms 

to prove their beliefs in the truth that Jesus’ 

baptism and His blood on the Cross constitute 

God’s righteousness. Because of these reasons, a 

baptism received in Jesus’ name is not held in 

secrecy, but is done publicly.  

 

Receiving a baptism in Christ Jesus’ name is 

proclaiming one’s faith in Jesus’ baptism and His 

blood. It proclaims to the world that Christians 

believe in Jesus Christ’s baptism and His blood 

on the Cross. On the other hand, baptisms of the 

believers serve to confirm the faith of Christians 

to themselves. When they begin to doubt that 

Jesus Christ is the Savior of their sins or question 

the fact that they are children of God, the 

baptism becomes an important tool in renewing 

their faith, since Jesus was baptized by John and 

burdened by all the sins.  

 

Most of us go through this experience. When 

our human righteousness falls to pieces, we are 

immersed into our own thoughts and wonder 

whether we really have the faith to believe in 

God’s righteousness. During these times, we can 

look up the words of Jesus’ baptism and His 

death on the Cross that blotted out all our sins 

(Matthew 3:13-15, John 19:30).  

Then, our burdens will be lifted down from 

our hearts and we may live in the faith of God’s 

righteousness. Our faith in the belief that Jesus 

came to this earth to be baptized and then 

crucified on the Cross should be confessed 

regularly. Every time we do this, we will be able 

to lift up God’s righteousness as the basis of our 
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eternal salvation. 

In the same manner, a person who participates 

in the Holy Communion to share the bread is 

able to confirm that his/her sins have been 

washed away by Jesus’ baptism. And the wine 

symbolizes the belief that His bloodshed on the 

Cross has atoned all the wages of his/her sins. 

 

Then, for a saint, what kind of faith is the faith 

in receiving a baptism? A baptism received in 

Christ’s name is important because it is the 

symbol of God’s intangible righteousness that we 

spiritually received. Baptismal rites teach the 

importance of believing in Jesus’ baptism to 

those who already believe in God’s righteousness. 

Of course, one cannot be saved from sin 

automatically by getting baptized physically.  

However, it is very important to believe that 

having faith in Jesus’ baptism by John and His 

blood on the Cross are the inevitable steps to our 

salvation from sin. It is said, “There is also an 

antitype which now saves us ─ baptism” (1 Peter 

3:21).  

We can receive the spiritual circumcision in 

our heart when we believe in His baptism and 

bloodshed on the Cross. 

 

 

Tracing the Faith in  

God’s Righteousness 
 

“And the father of circumcision to those 

who not only are of the circumcision, but who 

also walk in the steps of the faith which our 

father Abraham had while still 

uncircumcised” (Romans 4:12). 

 

We should follow and acquire the faiths of the 

preceding Apostles. If we only follow the 
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preceding Apostles’ career and outward deeds, 

then our faiths will be destroyed. Therefore, we 

have to discover the faith of the preceding 

disciples, and should have the same faith. The 

faiths of forefathers were always based firmly on 

the Old Testament.  

Therefore, they received their forgiveness of 

sins by the faith of imposing the sin on an 

offering and bleeding it as the sacrificial system 

in the Pentateuch. So, we, who are in the New 

Testament age, must have faith in this way. In 

order to do that, we have to possess both the 

knowledge of the sacrificial system in the Old 

Testament and the knowledge of the gospel of 

water and the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.  

 

It is said that in order to become a spiritual 

pilgrim, one must have faith in God’s 

righteousness and be able to deny oneself. 

Abraham followed God’s righteous word and left 

his hometown. This made him leave the faith of a 

religion on earth and acquire the faith to follow 

God’s righteousness. This is the reason Jesus told 

us that we must deny ourselves and take up our 

cross daily (Luke 14:26).  

These are the characteristics of a spiritual 

pilgrim. Becoming a disciple of Jesus means to 

follow the righteousness of God. It is the road for 

discipleship and the pilgrims’ way to Heaven. 

Heaven’s pilgrims discard their former faith 

based on religion and follow the faith based on 

God’s righteousness, as Paul the Apostle did.  

 

Abraham left his hometown and lived by 

God’s word. Since his faith was based on his 

belief in God’s word, he was acknowledged as 

being righteous. He had never clung to any 

religious perspectives on earth. After he became 

a worshiper of God, he discarded the religious 

experiences he had encountered before and 
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followed God’s righteous word. This was the 

faith Abraham had and with it, he devotedly 

followed God’s righteousness.  

It was the right decision for a pilgrim of God’s 

righteousness to make. He was decisive in 

discarding anything that shadowed God’s light 

and made His glory forgotten. 

After Abraham left Haran, he continued on the 

road of pilgrimage. Moreover, he was 75 years 

old when he left Haran. He lived for 175 years 

before going to God. Although the average life 

span was much longer in those times, he was at 

the midpoint of his life when God called him, but 

he believed God’s word and followed it 

obediently. How about you? Do you possess the 

obedient faith to follow God’s righteousness?  

 

Paul said the following about Abraham’s faith. 

“Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that 

he became the father of many nations, according 

to what was spoken” (Romans 4:18).  

Do you have the same faith of Abraham to 

believe in “God who makes us believe in hope 

against hope”? 

 

 

God’s Righteousness  

Acquired through Faith 
 

“For the promise that he would be the heir 

of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed 

through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith. For if those who are of 

the law are heirs, faith is made void and the 

promise made of no effect, because the law 

brings about wrath; for where there is no law 

there is no transgression. Therefore it is of 

faith that it might be according to grace, so 

that the promise might be sure to all the seed, 
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not only to those who are of the law, but also 

to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who 

is the father of us all (as it is written, ‘I have 

made you a father of many nations’) in the 

presence of Him whom he believed ─ God, 

who gives life to the dead and calls those 

things which do not exist as though they did” 

(Romans 4:13-17). 

 

Abraham was a typical man of faith who 

acquired God’s righteousness by receiving and 

believing in God’s word in the Old Testament 

age. His faith serves as a model for the people 

who believe and follow God’s righteousness. 

God promised to make Abraham and his 

descendents His righteous people by establishing 

the promise of circumcision, after God accounted 

his faith for righteousness to Abraham. For 

Abraham, it was a special blessing that God gave 

him the circumcision. It contained the mystery of 

how to obtain the righteousness of God. The 

righteousness of God and that of man contradict 

each other. Thus, we should find and believe in 

God’s righteousness. We should also expel the 

physical circumcision as a religious formalism.  

Only those who know the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit, which gives us the righteousness 

of God, will be saved. The faith Abraham 

possessed was the sort of faith that, according to 

God’s word, was true.  

 

 

The Righteous Live by the Faith 

in God’s Righteousness 
 

“Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, 

so that he became the father of many nations, 

according to what was spoken, so shall your 

descendants be. And not being weak in faith, 
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he did not consider his own body, already 

dead (since he was about a hundred years old), 

and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not 

waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 

but was strengthened in faith, giving glory of 

God, and being fully convinced that what He 

had promised He was also able to perform. 

And therefore ‘it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.’ Now it was not written for his 

sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also 

for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in 

Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the 

dead. Who was delivered up because of our 

offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification” (Romans 4:18-25). 

 

Abraham left his father’s household in Ur of 

the Chaldea when he was 75 years old and 

followed God’s word. He believed God’s 

promise when he was told that his descendants 

would become as numerous as the stars in the sky. 

Abraham believed God’s words exactly as they 

were spoken. Even though it might be a vision 

that was impossible to be realized in human 

thoughts, Abraham believed in God’s word, so it 

was accounted to him for righteousness.  

 

Abraham’s faith later became an example to 

all those who believed in God and it helped them 

to be born as righteous people through their faith. 

All of the Israelites are physically Abraham’s 

descendants. So are the Palestinians. They are all 

Abraham’s descendants. However, Abraham 

begot a son by faith when he was quite old.  

Can a ninety-year-old grandmother give birth 

to a child? Of course not! Long after Sarah’s 

childbearing age, God appeared before Abraham 

and promised him, “Abraham! Through the son 

you have through your body, I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars.” Then, 
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Abraham believed God’s word. It was 

inconceivable from a human’s point of view, but 

he believed because it was God’s promise.  

The Bible calls this true faith: It may seem 

impossible from a human’s perspective, but it 

surely will be done as God says it will. Genuine 

faith means to believe that what God says will be 

achieved although it may appear impossible from 

a human’s viewpoint.  

 

 

The definition of true faith 
 

Therefore, faith is the belief in what cannot be 

seen, as if it were actually visible. If we wish and 

believe in what God says, then it shall happen as 

said. God’s word is the truth so all we have to do 

is believe in it. Faith is to believe in what God 

says even if it seems impossible in one’s own 

eyes. When we pray, we pray for God’s 

righteousness within God’s will and put faith in it. 

Then, what we put faith in will come true. This is 

faith. 

If we were to define true faith, what would it 

be? It would take up too much space to explain 

this, but the right answer would be: “Now faith is 

the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).  

 

Here is a brief explanation of it: “Faith is the 

substance of things hoped for.” If we hope for 

God’s righteousness and believe in God’s word, 

then what we hope for will come true. So, when 

we believe in what God says and wish for it, the 

words will be realized. If you and I believe in 

God’s word, then what we believe will come true.  

Abraham, by believing in what God told him, 

got Isaac. However, God tested Abraham’s faith 

when Isaac grew to be a boy. God told Abraham 

to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt offering in the 
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land of Moriah. Abraham’s faith was greatly 

tested. He could have opposed God and said, 

“What does God mean? He told me He would 

give me a son, so I put faith in Him and have 

gotten a son, but now He asks me to offer him as 

a burnt offering? What a fickle Being God is! 

What kind of a God is He?”  

But instead, Abraham said, “God said that he 

would give me a son through my body and that 

He would make my descendants as numerous as 

the stars. I believe Him. If I offer my son as a 

burnt offering, God will bring him back to life!” 

(Hebrews 11:19) He confessed with faith and 

went to offer his son as a burnt sacrifice. He 

believed that since God had given him Isaac, He 

would surely bring him back to life even if he 

killed him. 

 

So, Abraham took his son to the land of 

Moriah and was about to offer him as a burnt 

offering. But when he tried to kill his son, God 

witnessed Abraham’s faith and told him not to 

kill his son. This is what it is like to put faith in 

God. Is God visible to the human eyes? He is not.  

However, faith is the substance of things 

hoped for. We believe in God even if we cannot 

see Him. Through seeing His creation and His 

divinity in all of creation, we know that He is 

present. So even if we cannot see Him, we 

believe that He exists. Abraham went through 

many hardships while following God’s word. He 

was tested but, through faith in God, he was able 

to win all the trials. He could pass all of the 

difficult hardships with his faith. 

God said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, 

or do anything to him; for now I know that you 

fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from Me” (Genesis 22:12). 

Abraham killed and resurrected his son through 

faith. Abraham begot his son and descendants 
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through faith. He begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, 

Jacob begot twelve sons, and the people of Israel 

today have prospered in this way.  

Now, many people all over the world have the 

same faith as Abraham had. The reason I am 

talking about this is not to pass on Abraham’s 

history. What I am trying to clarify is that we 

have to live with faith in God’s righteousness. I 

am saying that we have to seek God with faith in 

His righteousness and spread the gospel to the 

world with the faith. I am also telling you that we 

have to follow God’s plans with this faith.  

How can we follow God if we do not have 

true faith in God’s righteousness? How can we 

live? Amongst you are those who have been 

forgiven for your sins and those who have not, 

but I would like to speak to those who have been 

forgiven. We have to have faith in God’s word 

because without it we cannot be complete. We 

need faith in order to become completed in God. 

We need faith to follow the Lord. We need faith 

to spread the gospel in the world. We need faith 

to be blessed by God. We need faith to realize 

our hopes. We need faith to spread the gospel to 

the world and to be able to stand in front of the 

Lord and greet Him. 

 

A person without faith is like a scarecrow or a 

dried hull of grain. After reaping the rice and 

grinding it in the mill, the outer layer comes off, 

which is the hull. We eat the rice but what do we 

do with the hull? We pile it up with the windmill 

and burn it, sometimes put it inside pillows, or 

use it to make fertilizer. People without faith are 

also like dry hulls. They are completely dried and 

swept away when the wind blows. People 

without faith in God are like that (Psalm 1:4).  

 

So we believers must deny our own thoughts 

and believe in God’s word, as Abraham believed 
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in something that seemed to be an impossible 

feat. Abraham hoped for and believed in a 

seemingly hopeless dream and became the father 

of faith. His hopes that were made before God 

were realized and the promises came true by his 

constant faith in God’s word. This is the true 

faith we have to keep. 

 

 

Without faith, we are good-for-

nothings 
 

If there is no faith, there is nothing. A born-

again person without faith is like a sinner. Let’s 

consider the task of spreading the gospel over the 

whole world. If we only think about our own 

situation and condition, our worldwide ministries 

would be impossible. But how can it be different 

with faith? If we have faith, we should believe 

that it is the Lord’s will to spread the gospel in 

the world. God would certainly accomplish the 

work of preaching the gospel through the 

righteous, the born-again Christians.  

 

So, what is it like in the times of the New 

Testament? In the New Testament, God speaks to 

us through His written words. God does not talk 

to us through His voice like He did in the Old 

Testament, similar to when He called out, 

“Abraham!” Through God’s written word, we 

learn of His plans and by putting faith in His 

words, we are able to develop the devotion to 

follow God’s words. We will someday 

accomplish what is recorded in the written word.  

This faith must be applied to all the aspects of 

our lives. If there were no faith, we would not be 

able to obey God’s words. Because we believe, 

we are able to live and because we believe, God’s 

words are realized. Although some problems may 

arise, they will be resolved through our faith. 
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Since we believe, we pray and because we 

believe, we can face life’s challenges with faith 

while solving them.  

Those who wish to have their faith 

acknowledged by God must have faith in God’s 

word. That is why you have to search in our heart 

and see if you have faith in God’s word. Do we 

have faith that is at least the size of a mustard 

seed? We must see it and if we do not, we should 

find the faith by believing in God’s word. What 

do we do if we still cannot find the faith? Then, 

we have to hold onto the written words.  

 

There is a passage in the Bible that describes 

faith as the size of a mustard seed. Jesus said to 

his disciples, “If you have faith as a mustard 

seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, Be pulled 

up by the roots and be planted in the sea, and it 

would obey you” (Luke 17:6). 

The Lord said that He would listen to our 

prayers and recognize them according to our 

faith. There are some amongst you who do not 

have true faith inside your hearts and are 

wondering what faith is. What you need is faith 

to hold on to the written words. Then you will be 

able to grow faith as small as a mustard seed and 

with that, your faith will develop. Then, by the 

accomplishment of what was promised in the 

Scriptures and through faith, you will be able to 

live a righteous life before God. 

 

If at first, you had nothing to do with God, but 

received God’s righteousness through faith, then 

you must follow God and run the race with faith. 

Do you believe in God’s words? Believing and 

knowing His words does not mean that is the 

end; you must hold on to it. The Holy Bible 

consists of 66 individual Books and is very thick, 

but if we do not hold on to any of the verses, the 

Scriptures will become useless to us. Therefore, 
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we must hold on to God’s word. When we firmly 

hold on to the word, it becomes yours as well as 

mine, so it is imperative that we hold on to the 

word. 

 

God’s promise to give Abraham a son came 

true 25 years later. Abraham’s faith was one that 

held on to God’s promised word. You have to 

hold on to the word every day of your life, even 

during the hardships. When we hold on to the 

word and pray, we will grow faith as small as a 

mustard seed. Then we will become people of 

faith. We will receive our answers, be fulfilled 

and receive blessings. 

There is an old Korean proverb that says, “To 

strike a rock with eggs.” It is used when 

describing some challenge that is impossible to 

achieve. Bearing in mind the limitations of the 

physical body, we might think, “How is it 

possible to spread the gospel to all of the world? 

It might be the same case to hit the rock with an 

egg.” However, it is possible with faith. If we 

trust in God, then it is possible. Even if the world 

were a million times larger than the earth and the 

universe, with faith, it would be possible to 

spread the gospel all over the world. If there is 

faith, we can do it. Even now, we are spreading 

the gospel all over the world.  

 

We have to live by the faith of believing God’s 

word. We have to trust in the word. I hope you 

will believe in God’s word. All of the promises 

made to Abraham came true because he believed 

in what God had told him. He was childless but 

eventually begot a son by faith. God said He 

would bless him. He said He would give the land 

of Canaan and bless his descendants. Abraham 

believed those words. Through his faith, the 

promises God made to him came true.  

We the righteous, have to live by faith. Not 
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because there is something else we live for, or 

something else that carnally motivate us to live, 

but because we have God’s word and live by our 

faith in Him. That is why our faith is important 

and we have to put faith in God’s word. This is 

why we have to believe Him. This is why we 

have to believe in Jesus and have our sins 

forgiven, then continue our lives in faith. This 

was the faith of our predecessors who lived in 

faith.  

 

“Who was delivered up because of our 

offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification” (Romans 4:25). Jesus came to this 

earth for us and for our offences, was baptized by 

John in the Jordan River and bore the sins of the 

world. While bearing the sins of the world He 

went to the Cross to die and was resurrected. All 

of these were done in order to save you and me 

from our sins. He blessed us with His 

righteousness and wiped away all our sins. We 

became God’s children. All of this was for you 

and me.  

  

The remaining part of Romans will be 

discussed in sequels to this book, entitled, “What 

Faith Leads us to God’s Righteousness?” II and 

III. I hope you all have the privilege of becoming 

His children through the messages in these books. 

  

God bless you, all truth seekers!  

Hallelujah! � 
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