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Our Lord Actually Came Into Human History
During the reign of Caesar Augustus (27 B.C. to A.D. 14), all the colonial
subjects of the Roman Empire were decreed to return to their hometowns and
be registered in a census. So, a young man named Joseph also had to make a
long journey toward Bethlehem, his ancestors’ town, with his pregnant wife,
Mary.
Our Lord was thus born in a small town called Bethlehem. It was a
historical fact. At that time, out in the surrounding fields, there were
shepherds keeping watch over their flock, and “Suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’” Having
witnessed this, the shepherds went looking for the Baby Jesus and saw Him
lying in a manger, and they returned giving glory to God.
Now I sincerely hope and pray that every reader of this book would
become the same witness of the Baby Jesus as the shepherds by listening to
the gospel Word from Heaven.
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Preface

Preface
Yearn to Become the Faithful
Servants of Righteousness
Through the Gospel of Luke so far, we have come
to understand how God’s love of salvation came to us,
and how we the righteous are now able to live an
upright life. God has caused us to be born again
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and He
has called us to be His servants, so that we would
live for the sake of this true gospel. In fact, it is not
by our own will that we have followed the Lord, but
it is the Lord who has followed us to save us, and it is
also the Lord who has chosen us and made us His
servants. We have become the Lord’s servants neither
because we are somehow qualified, nor because we
are better than anyone else.
All of us are like the colt that the Lord rode when
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He entered Jerusalem to be crucified. When the Lord
reached Bethany, a town near Jerusalem, He sent his
disciples to the village and said to them, “Go into the
village opposite you, where as you enter you will
find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose
it and bring it here. And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are
you loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because
the Lord has need of it’” (Luke 19:30-31). Indeed, as
this passage shows, we have put on the glory of
serving the Lord our God precisely because He has
called us for His use even though we were stubborn
and greedy just like the colt here. We therefore
cannot help but thank the Lord for His grace in
choosing us.
We should also consider it a glorious honor that
we have become the workers of the righteousness of
God. If we had not found the grace of the remission
of sins, we would also have turned into the slaves of
Satan, the prince of the power of the air, and lived
our lives following this world, only to be cast into
hell in the end. However, God has bestowed His

Preface

grace of salvation on you and me first, and He has
made us His servants of righteousness in these end
times. It is not a small coincidence that you and I
have been saved. It all came about by the providence
of God. That is why the Bible says, “The gifts and
the calling of God are irrevocable” (Romans 11:29).
So I hope and pray that those who have realized this
grace will all become the faithful servants of the Lord
who quench His heart’s thirst.
We are now living in the end times. Natural
disasters are escalating in both number and
magnitude. Scientists say that the artic glaciers will
disappear completely by the end of this century, and
when this comes about, all the coastal cities such as
Shanghai will be submerged under the ocean. As
such natural disasters escalate, and conflicts between
countries and nations arise in ever-growing number
and intensity, the human race will face tumultuous
trials and tribulations. Such an age of disaster and
tribulation is imminent. Therefore, as those serving
the gospel in these end times, we must pray to Jesus
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to help us overcome by faith the great trials that wait
us. For Jesus is the Almighty God, if we prepare for
the end times by trusting in the Word of the Lord’s
righteousness, He will work in our lives to empower
us to overcome the days of tribulations by faith. The
Lord said, “He who endures to the end shall be
saved” (Matthew 24:13). Those who serve the gospel
and defend their faith until the end will enter the
Kingdom of God and shine like the sun.
It’s because we have the hope of eternal life that
we are enduring and defending our faith even amid
tribulations. Our Lord broke the power of death and
rose again. By rising from the dead again, our Lord
has given us the hope of resurrection. Do you hope
for the Millennial Kingdom? And do you believe that
after a thousand years, you will live with the Lord in
the Kingdom of God prepared in Heaven, to forever
enjoy glory and honor as God’s own child?
It is our hope of the everlasting life of Heaven that
sustains our endurance and enables us to obey the
commandments of our Lord King. The Lord, the

Preface

King of kings, has blotted out all our sins, and He has
also called us to be His servants of righteousness. So
I ask you to live the rest of your remaining days as a
faithful servant of righteousness. When the Lord
returns, He will surely commend saying, “Well done,
good servant; because you were faithful in a very
little, have authority over ten cities” (Luke 19:17). I
pray that you would all become such faithful servants
of righteousness to hear this praise from the Lord.
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We Should Be Aware of and Be Loyal to the King of All Kings

We Should Be Aware of
And Be Loyal to
The King of All Kings
< Luke 19:12-27 >
“Therefore He said: ‘A certain nobleman went
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom
and to return. So he called ten of his servants,
delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do
business till I come.’ But his citizens hated him,
and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will
not have this man to reign over us.’ And so it was
that when he returned, having received the
kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to
whom he had given the money, to be called to him,
that he might know how much every man had
gained by trading. Then came the first, saying,
‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ And he
said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because

you were faithful in a very little, have authority
over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying,
‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’
Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five
cities.’ Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here
is your mina, which I have kept put away in a
handkerchief. For I feared you, because you are
an austere man. You collect what you did not
deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ And he
said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge
you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an
austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and
reaping what I did not sow. Why then did you not
put my money in the bank, that at my coming I
might have collected it with interest?’ And he said
to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him,
and give it to him who has ten minas.’ (But they
said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) ‘For I say
to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and
from him who does not have, even what he has
will be taken away from him. But bring here those
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enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign
over them, and slay them before me.’’”

With What Attitude Should We
Serve the Lord?
The Lord came to this earth and saved from sin
those who are childlike. Then what does it mean that
He saved such childlike people? It means God saved
those who simply believed and followed what the
Lord said without any doubt. Those who believe in
God whole-heartedly do not have worldly desires.
Because they do not have any attachment to the
world, they think this way: “What is life? What am I?
Where did I come from and where am I going? Why
am I living? Do I live to eat? Or do I eat to live? The
life that I see from birth through death is like the
morning mist, like the early dew that disappears
shortly. Life seems so meaningless. Things that are in
this world are meaningless. As the author of the

Book of Ecclesiastes said, ‘Vanity of vanities, all is
vanity’ (Ecclesiastes 1:2).”
When we understand the vanity of life and discard
all our carnal desires, we can have the childlike
hearts. We are saved by believing that Jesus the Son
of God came to this earth, bore our sins, and died on
the Cross to eradicate all the sins of the world. He
was resurrected from the dead and ascended to
Heaven after fulfilling all righteousness. The Lord is
now sitting at the right hand of Heavenly Father, and
He is preparing to come back as King and Judge.
According to today’s Scripture passage, God has
assigned His work to those who received the
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit; when He comes back to evaluate
our work, some people will be rewarded for their
work but others won’t. Let’s find out what God tells
us regarding this matter.
Luke 19:12 and 9:13 read, “Therefore He said: ‘A
certain nobleman went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom and to return. So he called ten
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of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said
to them, ‘Do business till I come.’” The nobleman
who went to receive the kingship is referring to our
Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus first came to this earth,
He came as a human being, not as a king. Even
though He is the almighty God, He was clothed in
human flesh to save human beings from sin. He came
as a servant, Savior and our propitiation. He didn’t
come as Judge from the beginning. The Lord said,
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life as ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). The Lord did exactly what He
said: He removed all the sins of human beings by the
water and the blood, and left for Heaven to receive
the kingship from God the Father and to return to this
world.
As He left, He gave all His servants one mina
each. And He told them to do business with it. What
else does today’s passage say? Among His people,
some said, “We do not want this man to reign over
us.” What does this mean? Not all people who are

born again want to serve Jesus as their true King. In
other words, among those who received the
remission of sins, some are willing to follow and
obey Jesus as their King and God, trusting in the
righteousness of Jesus Christ; but there are people
who do not. Even though it is obvious that Jesus
Christ is the King to all those who have received
salvation, there are still people who do not think so.
That is why the Lord is telling us what their end
results will be like: How those who served Jesus
Christ as their King will turn out; and how those who
didn’t serve Jesus will turn out.
As I looked at the cut flowers on this table last
night, I thought, “My fellow saints are good at
decorating appropriately to each season.” Just like we
have four seasons, Christianity has also seasons and
holidays. Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost,
Thanksgiving, and many other holidays have been
celebrated throughout all seasons. I focus on
preaching about Jesus Christ all year around without
setting the message of Jesus’ resurrection for Easter
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and the message of Jesus’ arrival on earth for
Christmas, so I do not know very much about these
holidays. I think Deacon Young-ae Kim is good at
uplifting our spirits with the floral arrangement
according to the seasons.
Anyway, we, who received the remission of sins,
should consider Jesus as our King. He is truly your
God, my God and our King. He created the universe
and human beings, and saved us from sin completely.
He revived us from death. Therefore, He is worthy to
be our King. He lacks nothing. That is right. Jesus is
truly our King. When the Apostle Peter said to Jesus,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:16), he meant, “Lord Jesus, You are my
King, and my Creator.” He is the King of us all
humanity. We should believe in this strongly.
Is there anyone among us who still doesn’t want
Him to be our King? Is there anybody who doesn’t
want to serve Him as the King? If you are the person,
repent and reconsider and serve Jesus as your true
King. That is the right thing to do. If you refuse to

acknowledge Jesus as your King, the result and the
life journey are so obvious.

The Lord Wants to Know If We Are
Making Any Profit from Gospel
Business of the Water and the Spirit
Going back to the passage, we can see the
nobleman came back with the kingship. And he
called the servants whom he had given his money.
When the first servant came to the nobleman, he said,
“Master, your mina has earned ten minas.” Then the
master said, “Well done, good servant; because you
were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten
cities.” When the second servant came, he said,
“Master, your mina has earned five minas.” What
does this mean? There were people who multiplied
one mina by ten times, and there were people who
earned fivefold. They could most likely bring out the
result according to their talent. Anyway, the master
◄
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gave them reward based on the work they had done.
He gave the servants the authority to govern ten cities
and five cites each.
Then, another servant came before the master. He
said, “Master, here is your mina, which I have kept
put away in a handkerchief. For I feared that you,
because you are an austere man. You collect what
you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.”
That is to say, this man brought the same mina,
which he had received. Then what kind of person is
he? He is one of those who did not acknowledge
Jesus as his King. He doesn’t believe that Jesus is the
King of all kings, who is truly merciful, holy,
gracious and almighty. Nor does he believe that Jesus
is the Judge and the Savior, who saved him. Nor does
he believe in the authority, love and blessings of God.
Even though he has the gospel, he doesn’t believe in
it from his heart. That is right. He doesn’t want to
attend Jesus as his King. That is why he said, “You
are an austere man. You try to collect what you did
not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.”

He treated Jesus the King as if He were a robber.
As a matter of fact, Jesus came to this earth to save
the man. He received the baptism, carried the sin of
the world, took all the punishment and humiliation
for us, rose again from the dead and became our
Savior. In spite of this grace, he brought just the one
mina he received from Jesus Christ. The Lord
allowed him air to breathe, and the sun. He not only
provided all the necessities of life, but also provided
him with spiritual and physical food. What he had all
belong to the King. In other words, everything he had
was the King’s. But what did the man think of the
King? He regarded his master as a hard man. He
basically said to his master, “What on earth did you
give to me? You want something that you have never
given me. You are very much like a robber.” And the
King said to him in anger, “Out of your own mouth I
will judge you. Did you think that I was an austere
man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping
what I did not sow? Did I not give you anything?”
Brothers and sisters, what we have belongs to the
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Lord. Our minds should be transformed after we
become born again. Before we were born again, we
managed our lives from our parents whether we
inherited wealth from our parents or not. We studied
and put our efforts to gain what we need on this earth.
That is how we got our places all furnished. There
are people who have well-furnished houses; there are
some people who don’t, of course. Some time after
that we all received the remission of sins. Once we
receive the remission of sins, we should realize
everything we have is from the Lord. Nonetheless,
there are still some people who think that they did
not get anything from the Lord, and that they have
obtained everything and also what they have
achieved through their own efforts.
They are wrong. It is not right to think, “What
favors did God show me? What kind of grace are
they talking about? It is due to my efforts, study and
the fruit of my endurance in the humiliating world
that I can make a living. What on earth is from
God?” This is the biggest problem that people have

after receiving the remission of sins. It is natural for
non-born-again people to think that they could make
a living with their own efforts. However, once you
are born again, your thoughts should be transformed.
When we contemplate what things were like before
we were born again, everything in the environment
including the sun and air existed just because the
Lord allowed it. To us, there is nothing that is not
given by the Lord. The Lord gave us everything.
Whether we are born again or not, everything is from
the Lord. It is wrong to contend, ‘What did the Lord
give me? He is trying to take my things away. He is a
really austere man. He is trying to take what is mine
without giving me anything.”

The Man with One Mina Thought
like This
By the way, what did the man with ten minas and
the man with five minas say? What did they say and
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believe? Each said, “I gained ten minas with the one
mina You gave me,” and “Your mina has gained five
minas.” What did they mean? They meant what they
had was all given by the Lord. They believed that
what they had all belonged to the Lord, and even the
environment, siblings, the teachings, air, the sun, and
the food and everything else was from the Lord. That
is why we say grace before our meals. We pray,
“Thank You, Heavenly Father for giving us our daily
bread. Please give us this daily bread until the day the
Lord returns. We will eat what you have given us
with thankful heart.” As you can see from movies
like “Quo Vadis,” western people always say simple
prayers as ‘God bless you’ even for a small piece of
bread. They do not say a long prayer before meals
like we do. But a sincere Christian always closes his
eyes and thanks God for the food before him,
thinking, “This is from God and so is that.” It is
because he believes that God has given him all that.
Then I want to ask you one thing. Do you believe
that everything you have such as family, church,

health, money, children and air and the sun is from
God? Did God really give us all these trees and
flowers for us? Yes, He did. I believe there is no need
to add any more explanation to this.
I am telling you this lest among you there should
be anybody who lives and thinks like the man who
kept one mina in a handkerchief and took it back to
the Lord. We need to ponder on this deeply from our
hearts. Do we by any chance think that God is an
austere God? Do we think Jesus is hard on us? Do we
consider Him as the One who is just demanding us?
We need to look after ourselves. Let’s search our
minds to see if we have the wrong concepts on what
we have like, “This is not from the Lord, but what I
gained with my efforts.”
Let’s not make the same mistake and think that
Jesus is austere. We should be like those who made a
profit with one mina they were given, saying, “I
gained ten minas with the ability (talent) you had
given me.” Or we should think, “You gave me one
mina, the ability to do business, so I gained five.” I
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earnestly pray that we all can become such good and
faithful servants and be blessed with ‘five cities and
more.’ I hope and pray that you will become the
saints who believe that everything is from God, and
who give more offering to God and who give greater
glory to God. Actually God has given us more than
we can imagine, and He never stops giving us.
If we do the business faithfully, make a profit and
serve the Lord with the profit, God will give us more.
He does this so that we may serve Him even better. I
want you to believe through this message that
everything you have including even your life is the
Lord’s. We should all have correct faith in this. Is
there anyone who is planning on bringing the one
mina of salvation to the Lord after keeping it in your
handkerchief, when the Lord returns? There should
not be anybody with such a pathetic and weak faith.
Other servants gained ten and five minas each by the
time the master came back. They also thank their
master, “You gave me plenty. I could gain so much
thanks to the many talents you had given me. I lived

a comfortable life with these talents. Thank you,
Master.”
We should be able to please God with such faith.
We should profess, “The Lord is merciful, gracious,
almighty and loving. He is the God of salvation, who
gave us talents, the God of the truth and the God of
greatness. He is the King of all kings and true King
to us.” As such, we should genuinely admire the Lord
and love Him as He loves us. As we serve God with
what we are given, we should think, “I came to live
such an abundant life thanks to your extra blessings,
not because of my efforts alone.” Let us have such
faith so that we receive more from the Lord, and get
praises from Him as we live.

We Must Live by Upright Faith
I hope there is no one here who misunderstands
God and this Church even after receiving the
remission of sins. I have been preaching on today’s
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Scripture passage so many times. What I want to
emphasize today is we should engrave God’s word
on our hearts. Without such an attitude, we are no
different than the man, who said, “We don’t want this
man to reign over us.” We will be like the man who
kept the mina and took it to the master.
Now let’s look at the end of this disloyal servant.
It is written in Luke 19:26-27. “For I say to you, that
to everyone who has will be given; and from him who
does not have, even what he has will be taken away
from him. But bring here those enemies of mine, who
did not want me to reign over them, and slay them
before me.”
This is the end result of those who do not want to
serve Jesus Christ as their King. They will not avoid
this consequence. He was saying this to all those who
have the gospel. He told all the born-again to do
business with the ‘gospel.’ The Lord said to those
who do not want to do any business with the gospel,
“Bring those enemies of Mine, who didn’t want Me
to reign over them, and slay them before Me.” Those

who are not willing to serve Jesus as their King are
actually enemies of Jesus. Those who are not willing
to follow the Lord after receiving the remission of
sins, and rather say, “Lord, please be my springboard
for me to achieve success. Be my foothold,” are the
same as the disloyal servant who brought one mina as
it was.
Unfortunately there are a lot of people who think
this way even after they had their sins remitted by the
Lord. They have received the remission of sins. They
understood the gospel of the Lord and accepted it.
They believed in it. Nevertheless they didn’t want
Jesus to be their King. They try to do things their
own way. They preach the gospel the way they want
to. They preach the gospel without discerning the
method or time. They rely on Jesus for achieving
their dreams, but they don’t have any desire to follow
Him as their Shepherd or serve Him as their King. As
a matter of fact, more than a few people are like that.
Even if they received the remission of sins, they
are the enemies of God. Those people act like the
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enemy of God while they pretend to serve the Lord.
They rebel against the Lord. What will happen to
them when the Lord comes back? When the Lord
calls one of them to judge his work asking, “How did
you do your business?” the disloyal servant will reply
like this: “Here it is.” He will take out exactly what
he was given, thinking that Jesus is an austere man,
man like a robber, who tries to collect what He didn’t
deposit, and reap what He didn’t sow. What does this
mean? Simply speaking, he didn’t do any business
with it. In other words, he never preached the gospel,
nor did he serve the Lord. That is right. He brought
exactly what he was given. He returned it as it was.
The Lord called him wicked enemy. Those who
have the gospel, yet do not share with others; those
who do not work with the Church; those who do not
preach the gospel; those who do not obey the Word
of Jesus are evidently the enemies of God. What does
God do with them in the end? He said, “Bring them
here and slay them before Me.” Then they will be
eventually thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone

(Revelation 20:10).
I hope we won’t need to face such punishment.
However, it is sad that there are still many people
like them in this world. There are a lot of people who
received the remission of sins, but do not want Jesus
to reign over them.
What does it mean to us to serve the almighty God
as our King? That is our greatest fortune. When we
serve the Lord and follow Him wholeheartedly, what
happens? Won’t He as our Shepherd look after His
flock? Yes. He takes care of us even more when we
are serving Him. We should realize this truth. We do
not know the secret of God and the life of faith well,
but when we come to think of it, we will realize that
our past and present are all God’s grace. That is right.
We cannot live our life without His grace.
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We Couldn’t Have Lived until Now
without His Grace
The Lord has blessed us much more than we
deserve for serving Him. He has given us more than
we can actually handle. I don’t know how you have
served God. Whether you have served Him a lot or
not, it doesn’t matter if you have served Him
wholeheartedly. But I am going to supervise all
ministry workers of our churches around the country
to see how they are serving the Lord. When we come
to think of His grace, we all have received so much;
however, there are some workers who are not serving
the Lord wholeheartedly. Some people have more
shopping lists to ask for God than what they can give
to God. They might have the right reasons to ask for
those. But we need to be balanced in between serving
the Lord and receiving the blessings from the Lord.
For we need to fill our needs by balancing those two.
I think of it this way. “We received so much from
the Lord, and we will continue to receive favors in

body and spirit from the Lord. Then how much are
we giving Him back?” How well are we serving the
Lord? I would like to ask myself and other coworkers this question: “How much are we serving
Him? The grace of the Lord is so great and so is His
love, but how well am I serving Him?” We also need
to think about how much we have received from Him,
and how much we will serve Him in the future.
Even though we feel insufficient at times, we
know that we live for the gospel and the Lord in spite
of our lacking. I am trying hard to make a profit
using my spiritual gifts and knowledge, just like the
servants who gained tenfold or fivefold profit each
from one mina. Sometimes I just manage the work of
God with the help of my co-workers, when I feel
exhausted and I know it is better to assign the work
to others. Nevertheless, I never thought that I have
ever given Him more services than the blessings He
gives to me as well as my fellow Christians. I know
for sure that the love and grace of the Lord is greater
than our service to Him.
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Therefore, we must not become someone like the
disloyal servant who kept the mina and returned it
without making any profit. We should gain at least
five minas when it was impossible to make tenfold. If
we cannot preach the gospel and serve the gospel
owing to our inability, we should be able to do
something by lending our body as active and faithful
servants at least. I want you to think about this
message that we shouldn’t act as an enemy of God,
like the one who kept the mina in a handkerchief and
returned it to God as it was. I really do not want any
of our saints or ministry workers to turn out to be like
this man.
If you received the remission of sins, seat Him in
your heart’s throne and serve Him as your King.
Consider Him as your true King, and believe that it is
far better to have a king than not to have one. We
should trust that our King will protect us, show us
favor when we feel lonely, or when we get into
troubles. “You serve me more than I serve You. Even
if it is not the case, You are certainly my King and

my Master.” I hope all of you serve the Lord as your
King like this. Do you also want to do that?
How can we guarantee that we won’t be like the
man, who returned only one mina? However, I
believe that we won’t live like the enemy of God
when we truly understand His grace; when we know
that the Lord saved us, showed us His grace in every
part of our lives and that He always helps us and
blesses us. I strongly believe so. Even though we all
have weaknesses, I hope we all can please our Master
by gaining ten or five minas. I pray that we will
receive the authority to govern ten or five cities after
faithfully serving the Lord. I hope you will all
receive such a blessing.
When we serve the righteousness of the Lord, the
serving is not the end. Those who really serve the
Lord faithfully will receive blessings accordingly.
The living God is truly the King of us all. He is the
King to you and to me. I earnestly pray that we will
all receive abundant blessings in your body and spirit.
I really hope that God will bless us abundantly in
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whatever work we do for Him. I pray that you all will
be helped and blessed by God. I believe our homes
and our Church will be blessed with such faith. I pray
that God will give us such blessings.
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Let Us Thank the Lord for
His Grace in Choosing Us
< Luke 19:28-40 >
“When He had said this, He went on ahead,
going up to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, when
He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His
disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village opposite you,
where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it
here. And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the
Lord has need of it.’’ So those who were sent went
their way and found it just as He had said to them.
But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it
said to them, ‘Why are you loosing the colt?’ And
they said, ‘The Lord has need of him.’ Then they
brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own

clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. And
as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.
Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a
loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen,
saying:
‘‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the LORD!’
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’’
And some of the Pharisees called to Him from
the crowd, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ But
He answered and said to them, ‘I tell you that if
these should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.’”

Today’s Scripture passage records an episode that
occurred while Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem to
be nailed to the Cross. When Jesus reached Bethany,
He said to His disciples, “Go into the village
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opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring
it here. And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing
it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has
need of it.’” Having heard this, the disciples went to
the village and did what Jesus asked them to do.
When the disciples of Jesus went to the village
opposite to them, they indeed saw a colt tied. In those
days, colts were usually tied down to a peg in the
backyard. The disciples began to untie the colt
without telling its owner, as though it were theirs. If
anyone did something like this nowadays, it would
surely be a crime and he would be arrested. Of course,
in those days also such an act was stealing. Jesus
knew this very well, but He had still asked the
disciples to do this.
Having thus untied the colt, the disciples of Jesus
brought it to Him. They then took off their clothes
and put them on the back of the colt to be used as a
saddle, and they set Jesus on it. And as the colt began
to walk, many people spread their clothes on the road,

and it entered Jerusalem with Jesus riding on its back.
A colt is an animal destined to carry loads
throughout its entire lifetime. But Jesus had told the
disciples to untie the tied colt, and when it was
brought to Him, He rode on its back. The fact that the
Lord rode this colt, whose destiny was to carry cargo,
is itself a significant event. It was the colt’s fate to
carry heavy loads everyday, but because Jesus had it
united and rode it, the colt happened to carry the holy
and precious Jesus, and as it entered Jerusalem with
Jesus on its back, it received tremendous welcome
together with Jesus.
Many people at that time welcomed Jesus when
they saw Him entering Jerusalem on a colt. However,
the Pharisees said to the Lord, “Rebuke Your
disciples.” The Lord then replied to them, “If these
should be keep silent, the stone would immediately
cry out.” The reason why Jesus entered Jerusalem in
today’s Scripture passage was actually to be judged
and crucified in Jerusalem. The Lord’s entrance to
Jerusalem took place as the consequence of the fact
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that He was baptized by John the Baptist, and it was
a stepping stone to accomplish all His ministry by
dying and rising from the dead again in three days. In
other words, Jesus entered Jerusalem to open the
gates of Heaven by completing His ministry that had
begun with His baptism.
But the crowd didn’t know what was to happen.
That’s why, when our Lord rode the colt into
Jerusalem, His disciples were very sad, but the crowd
there, who all wanted to see Jesus, praised the Lord,
shouting out, “Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the LORD! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” They were so happy to receive Jesus that
the colt carrying the Lord must have been very
surprised. Perhaps it thought to itself, “Wow! When I
was tied down in my owner’s place, people used to
kick me for no reason and beat me as though I were a
punching bag. But now that I am carrying Jesus, they
are taking off their clothes and spreading them before
me, and laying down fragrant branches. What’s more,
they are even bowing down before me!”

How Triumphant Must This Colt
Have Been?
With so many people welcoming Jesus so
enthusiastically, the colt must have felt quite
triumphant, as though it deserved to be welcomed. It
was just walking with Jesus on its back, but the
people were so glad to receive it, and so it must have
felt very happy. The colt probably was very surprised,
thinking to itself, “Is this real or am I dreaming? I
can’t believe so many people are so glad to see me.
The people that I used to know didn’t even feed me
that well, and they used to whip me or kick me
whenever they saw me. Why are these people then
welcoming me so enthusiastically?” If the cold were
smart, it would have realized that it was being
glorified because of Jesus; if not, it would have run
out to the field after carrying Jesus into Jerusalem
and gone berserk, thinking that it was all his doing.
Anyways, when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the colt was
very happy, and so was Jesus.
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Maybe you are wondering here what relevance
this passage has for us. But the Lord still wants to
give us a very profound lesson through this passage.
My fellow believers, as you can see here, the colt
carrying Jesus was greatly glorified because of the
Lord. From this passage, we need to think about the
relationship between the colt and Jesus, and how the
colt was able to receive such glory. In other words,
we need to ponder here what this passage is telling us.
From the very birth, every colt is born destined to
carry loads for the rest of its life. After thus being
exploited for its entire lifetime, it is discarded as a
useless animal once it is injured or falls ill. It is then
slaughtered and its skin is used to make leather
products. Since the donkey is born to be used by
people, it has to accept its destiny even if it is harsh.
That is the fate of every donkey. The donkey born on
this earth is destined to carry loads whether it likes it
or not, and it is born as an animal to serve human
beings. It’s the donkey’s fate to serve human beings
by carrying their loads for them.

If it is the colt’s destiny to carry loads, what is the
fate of human beings? The same is true for us human
beings. We, too, were born destined to serve
someone and something in our lives. Just as it is the
donkey’s destiny is to be a possession of its owner
and carry loads for all of its life to serve him, it is our
human destiny to belong to someone, either to God
or someone else. We must realize clearly here that
everyone is destined to belong to either God or
someone else, and to live his entire lifetime for his
master.
Although the people of this world may seem like
free beings, in reality, they are bound by others and
tied down to the world. So unless there is some
change, everyone must live the rest of his life in this
world serving someone else. Even though people
think that they are living according to their own free
will, in reality, most people are bound by the world,
dragged to wherever the world leads them and
serving someone else until their death. This fate is
not reserved for a particular group of people, but it is
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the destiny imposed on everyone in the world.
Almost all people live and perish without being freed
from this yoke.
How is our human fate any different from that of
the donkey? All its life the donkey has to work to
serve its owner, and even when it dies, it has to offer
its everything to its owner, including its flesh and
skin. For those who have not been born again, their
lives are no different from this life of the donkey. It
is a great delusion for anyone to think that he is
living by his own free will when he is in fact not
living as a free being before God. My fellow
believers, through today’s Scripture passage, God is
telling us that the fate of mankind is the same as the
fate of the donkey. The colt in today’s Scripture
passage is an analogy referring to none other than
yourself.

Once Born on This Earth,
You and I Are Destined to Be Bound
by Somewhat
Our Lord said, “Go into the village opposite you,
where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. And if
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you
shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’”
All of us are to be tied to someone; the only
difference is whether we are bound by God or
someone else. Fundamentally, it was our fate to be
bound by this world, to be subjugated to another
human being, and to toil away for the rest of our lives
till death. All of us were imprisoned in such a fate
only to perish in the end, but one day, our Lord set us
free. The Lord had commanded to untie us from our
bondage to the world and bring us to Him.
And to those who ask, “Why are you untying them
and taking them away?” the Lord told His servants to
say, “The Lord will use them.” Our Lord, the Master
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of all creation, had compassion on us when He saw
how we were living in the bondage of this world that
He had created, and so He set us completely free.
When the Lord told the disciples to untie and bring
the colt that was tied down but not used yet, He was
saying that He wants to set us free for His use, and
the unsullied souls that are bound by the world but
still have not been tainted by it.
Born on this earth, you and I must serve either
God or someone else. We can’t serve both at the
same time, but only one; and when we were born, we
were fundamentally bound by the world. Before
being born again, all of us were bound by our sins
and enslaved to this world. Throughout our lives we
had been tied to the basic necessities of clothing,
food, and housing, we had been seized by the fear of
death, we had been worried about aging and illnesses,
and we had yearned for worldly glory and other such
things. Our lives had been tied to such worries and
concerns. Obsessed only with the prosperity of our
own flesh, we had struggled to ensure it in our lives,

worrying to ourselves, “How can I keep my health?
How can I live long? How can I become rich? How
can I avoid falling sick?” Even though we had tried
to resolve these issues, in reality these things became
our shackles to tighten the noose around us even
more.
Think about it. How can anyone living in this
world not be attached to these issues? Eventually,
people recognize that they cannot escape from such
bondages, and so they accept them as their fate and
are bound by this world, trying to make the most out
of it. Like this, it’s inevitably for everyone to be used
by someone else unless he is used by God, and
anyone who does not abide in God cannot help but be
forever bound by the world.

Our Lord Has Saved You and Me
from the Bondage of All Sins
“I will use you,” said the Lord when He released
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us from our bondage to the world. Among those who
were released for the Lord’s use, some were used
prior to the others, and some were trained to be used
more appropriately. When the Lord uses us, He
doesn’t just use us as we are. Since He cannot use
those who are sinful, He lets them receive the
remission of sins first. He then trains and nurtures
them once they are released from their sins, so that
they may be used perfectly. In other words, this
means that if people want to be used by the Lord,
they must first of all believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit and be born again as God’s
people. Only the righteous who are born again of
water and the Spirit are used by the Lord as His
precious instruments rather than by man. Now, as
you and I have received the remission of sins by
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we
have to think about where we would be used, and
what our prior destiny was.
What was then our fundamental fate on this earth?
Whether we liked it or not, it was our unavoidable

fate to be bound by men for our entire lifetime and
serve them as their slaves until our death. Even
though none of us wants to accept this, all of us
cannot help but accept it because we were actually
born with such a fate. Do you admit this, my fellow
believers?
In a democratic society, people say, “I am a free
person.” I also know that this is what all of you want
to become. However, although everyone wants to be
free, in reality, there is no one in this world who is
truly free. In particular, everyone’s soul is invariably
to be tied to one thing or another, and therefore it is
all the more impossible for anyone to be free. It’s just
that we didn’t realize it ourselves even as we were
subjugated to other human beings and the world from
our birth to live as its slaves. Yet the Lord has called
such people like us.
This is precisely the issue that you and I must be
aware of. In other words, even though at the
beginning we were in bondage just like the colt in
today’s Scripture passage, we must be freed by the
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Lord to be used as His precious instruments. How
about you then? Will you be used by the Lord as His
precious instrument, like the colt that was used by the
Lord? Or will you continue to be bound by others in
slavery to be used by them as their slave? If you are
not used by the Lord, then it is appointed for you to
be used by the people of the world for sure, for every
human being is destined to be used in one way or
another. As such, we must ask ourselves without fail
whether we would be slaves to the world or be used
by the Lord instead. If you don’t ask this
fundamental question and put away your decision,
then regardless of what your actual intention may be,
this can only mean that you’ve decided to be a slave
to the world. You should never allow yourself to be
such a foolish beast that runs off the cliff without
even realizing its own impending destruction.
Although there were countless colts in the world,
all the other colts except the one in today’s Scripture
passage were worthless animals. Only the colt that
was used by the Lord and carried Him on its back

was worthy. A donkey is destined to carry heavy
loads for all its life, and to be either slaughtered or
abandoned when it gets too old or sick to be of any
use. However, the colt in today’s Scripture passage,
which had never carried anyone on its back, was
especially chosen by the Lord for His use. Had the
Lord not called it, the colt would have spent all its
life carrying heavy loads, but its life was changed in
a moment thanks to the Lord.
In the old days, donkeys were common means of
transportation, carrying heavy loads through difficult
terrains. And the stuff they carried was not just the
usual bags and loads, but it included even human
waste. There were people whose job was to remove
and carry human waste, and they often used a donkey
for this job. They would collect the waste in
containers and strap them on the donkey, and the
donkey would carry them on its back. No matter how
heavy and how foul smelling the load was, it was the
donkey’s fate to endure it all, and it had no choice
but to carry the load.
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Sometimes the donkey had to carry urine, a task
that was more difficult than carrying solid waste,
since it moved and splashed around while the donkey
was on the move. So it was harder for the donkey to
balance its load, but it had no choice, for it was its
fate to finish its day’s work no matter how difficult
and dirty it was. On such days the donkey had to be
extra careful with its steps, as it could end up soaked
in urine if it stumbled and fell into a pit.
Other times, the donkey carried a full load of
decomposing manure. A cart was usually used for
such occasions, since there was a limit to how much
the donkey could carry on its back. Other heavy
loads, such as grain and salt, were also moved relying
on this method. The cart would be loaded to full
capacity, to be pulled by a donkey or an ox. Some
days the donkey had to pull such a heavy cart not just
on a flat path but also on an uphill road. It was so
heavy and difficult that the donkey’s legs would
shake. And it wasn’t as though the road conditions
were good in those days. If it had to pull the cart

through a rough terrain or an uphill road, that day
could very easily be its last day, either beaten to
death by the owner or dying of exhaustion. When the
load was too heavy for the donkey to take another
step forward, the owner would whip it mercilessly
from behind to force it to move. Sometimes, when
this didn’t work, the owner might push the cart from
behind, but the donkey might still not be able to
move forward if it was too exhausted. It would then
invariably be whipped again, and foaming at its
mouth, the donkey may even die on that day.
It was fortunate if the donkey could somehow
climb up the hill even if it was whipped. I remember
an episode from my childhood when I saw a donkey
struggling to climb up a rough hill, and how it
couldn’t move forward despite being whipped
mercilessly. While witnessing this, I suddenly heard
something snapping, and the donkey just collapsed at
the spot. The donkey’s leg had snapped while it was
trying to climb up the hill at the prodding of the
ownership’s whip. If the donkey had met a good
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owner, he might have fixed its leg, but most owners
would have just sent it to a slaughter housing,
thinking, “A donkey is supposed to carry stuff, and
so I’d rather just buy a new donkey that can do a
better job of carrying the load than fixing a donkey
with a broken leg.” In this way, I saw the end of a
donkey’s life.
Like this, such animals as a donkey, an ox, or a
horse always have to carry a load throughout their
entire lifetime, whether it is carrying people, grains,
human waste, or urine. That’s because it is their
appointed fate as livestock to carry loads all their
lives.
What about you and me then? We, too, have had
to carry the burden of man all our lives. From the day
we are born to the day we die of old age and sickness,
we have to carry someone else’s load. We have to
carry the load for our children, for our parents, and
for the world. There is no end to this. If a donkey had
carried human waste today, it had to carry urine
tomorrow; and if it had carried rice today, it had to

carry wheat tomorrow and barley the next day. Just
like this donkey, we’ve also had to continue to carry
one type of load or another. In reality, a donkey
carries the load in order to be fed. So to use the
donkey more efficiently, the owner puts a muzzle on
the donkey, lest it grazes in the field on its way.
That’s because the owner thinks that if the donkey
were allowed to graze freely, it would get lazy, since
its belly would be filled even if the owner does not
feed it. So the donkey can’t eat but only see the field
filled with grass. The donkey has to work even
harder to be fed by the owner, for the owner would
never feed it if it doesn’t finish its job.
My fellow believers, we humans are actually the
same as such donkeys. Unless we work, we can never
feed ourselves. No one can sustain his livelihood
unless he works at a job and makes money. Donkeys
and human beings are the same. They are both
equally stubborn, they both have to carry a load, they
both work all their lives until death, and they both
live and die in vain. This is the fate of all human
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beings who are bound by the world rather than
belonging to God. Their fate is the same as that of a
donkey.
Just like a donkey, human beings also work all
their lives to sustain their livelihood. So in childhood,
when you are under the protection and care of your
parents, is the most comfortable time. But once you
attend college, you are already worried about finding
a job, wondering, “What should I do to make my
burden lighter and make more money? What should I
do to make a living in this tough world?” It’s an
agony to think about such questions.
The four years at college pass by in no time. You
must then actually find a job and make a living for
yourself. When you are hired by a company, you
have to change yourself to fit into the company. You
have to do whatever your boss tells you to do; if you
make any mistake, you have to put up with all kinds
of insulting rebukes from your boss; and if you don’t
finish your work in the office, you have to bring it to
home and work on it all night long. What happens if

the result of even such hard work is not good
enough? You have to put up with your boss throwing
documents and hurling insults at you. When the boss
tells you to prepare the report all over again, you
have swallow your pride, apologize to him, pick up
the documents, and get back to work.
What is it that you gain from all this work,
throwing away all your pride and self-respect? It’s a
month’s wage. Put differently, all you get is your
daily bread. You make barely enough money to last
for a month. And you have to work again to earn
enough to make a living for the next month. When
viewed in this light, all the people laboring in this
world are essentially taking a month’s advanced
payment to make a living. In the end, everyone must
live like this throughout the entire lifetime, as though
he were in debt. Such is our existence as human
beings.
However, our Lord has set us completely free
from such a hopeless world, saying, “Loose the colt
and bring it to Me, and I will use it.” With the gospel
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of the water and the Spirit, the Lord has blotted out
all the sins of ours, who had been living bound by the
world. In other words, even though we could not
avoid but live as slaves to the world, the Lord has
now made it possible for us to serve Him by
remitting away all our sins.
What thoughts come to our minds, as we read here
about the colt that was used by God? We are
confronted with the following important issues:
“Now that we’ve been born again, by whom should
we really be used? It’s inevitable for us to be used,
but by whom? Who is our Master? Whom should we
serve as our Master in our lives? Should we serve
Jesus as our Master or someone else?”
My fellow believers, what will happen if we serve
Jesus in our lives? When the colt here entered
Jerusalem, it was glorified together with the Lord and
praised by people, singing, “Hosanna! Hosanna!
Praise the Lord!” Like this colt, we will also enter
Jerusalem with Jesus and enjoy great glory. The colt
was still a colt, but it was glorified because it had

carried Jesus on its back. Even though the colt was
destined to carry human waste all its life, it was
praised and glorified when the Lord chose to ride it;
and this colt refers to none other than us the righteous
who, having been born again through the gospel of
the water and the Spirit, are now living for God. Just
like the colt here, we the righteous, who have been
born again of water and the Spirit, are now carrying
Jesus on our backs, and we are living a glorious life
thanks to Him.
By one reason alone, that we have been born again
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit,
it was made possible for us to be released from the
world and carry Jesus; and because we are carrying
Jesus, we are able to live to obtain glory rather than
living from day to day constantly worried about what
to eat and what to drink. Now, we are no longer
bound by the world to serve others in our lives, but
we are living for God who made us and saved us. In
short, our wretched destiny has been replaced by a
splendid glory. Just how worthy is this new fate of
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ours, that we the born-again righteous can now live
for God? Can carrying human waste even be
compared to carrying Jesus? Just as the colt was
glorified because it carried Jesus, it is also because
we are serving and carrying Jesus that we are able to
live the rest of our lives for a truly worthy cause. Just
like this colt, our destiny has changed to enter the
heavenly Jerusalem on the last day and receive
endless applauses and glory, and this fact shows how
we’ve put on a glorious splendor.
We must realize exactly what our Lord is saying
to us through today’s Scripture passage. In other
words, we must grasp what our load is. God has
saved you and me through the gospel of the water
and the Spirit, and therefore, if the Lord is now
calling us to use us, we must answer this call with the
right disposition and faith. On the verge of
destruction, our Lord has called us, saved us, and
changed our path. All that we have to do is just
follow His guidance, set our minds by faith, and
answer God’s calling.

The Very Fact That We Are Used by
God Is Such a Glorious Joy
Even though all of us were originally born
destined to carry filthy excrements all our lives, we
have now been born again through the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, and we have received the Lord’s
calling, so that we would be able to serve Him, do
His work, and carry His burden. Just as the colt here
entered Jerusalem with the Lord and received
tremendous praise and glory, we the born-again also
met the moment when our destiny was changed, and
we have been called by the Lord, saying, “I will use
you.” As the Lord has released us from the ties that
bind us to the world in order to use us, we have now
fully become the people of God. What a precious
blessing it is!
By any chance, is there anyone among you who
does not realize or admit that he was born with the
same destiny as that of a donkey? Are you thinking
to yourself, “I am a human being, not a colt. I am a
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free person, bound by nothing.” Even though all of us
are human beings, all of us were also born with the
fate of a donkey. And it is everyone’s destiny to be
tied down to something and serve someone. Take a
look at yourself. Are you not struggling with the
affairs of the world everyday, living from day to day
to placate your worldly worries and anxieties, and to
satisfy your greed? None other than this is our selfportrait as those living bound by the world.
Where, then, do you want to belong, and for
whom do you want to live? Do you want to be bound
by the world to be faithful to someone else in your
life? Belonging to another human being is accepting
a filthy and painful fate, like a colt carrying waste. If
you had any choice, wouldn’t you rather carry the
precious burden of Jesus instead? If it is our
unavoidable fate to carry some type of load, then the
life that’s bound to the Lord rather than man and the
world, and that’s led as the Lord’s instrument to serve
God and His gospel, is a far more glorious, fulfilling,
and worthier life than any other life. If we are bound

to the Lord, we are used for Him every day, and that
is why it is the most glorious life.
It’s imperative for you to realize fully where you
are bound, and where you are being used. If the Lord
is using you, then this is a tremendous blessing, far
more precious than what you realize now. A porter is
a porter, but the status of a royal porter is completely
different from that of a common porter. Although all
of us humans were born with the same fate as porters
in God’s sight, we the believers in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit have been born again into
honored porters carrying the King’s load. In other
words, even though we are still porters like everyone
else, we have been called as such distinguished, royal
porters. However, although some people have
answered this calling, others do not even realize that
they have been called, and they still think mistakenly
that being bound to the Lord is bondage, saying, “I
don’t want to be bound. I am a free person.”
My fellow believers, you must grasp here that it is
everyone’s destiny to carry a load regardless of what
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it may be. As long as we are alive, all of us must
work, whatever it may be. Moreover, everyone must
serve either man or God so long as he is alive. If we
don’t do the work of God, then we must do the work
of man. Since none of us is dead but we are all alive,
we must work and serve regardless of what and who.
My fellow believers, do you realize that you were
born with the fate of a donkey? And do you believe
so? Are you not all donkeys? Yes, you and I alike are
all clearly just like a donkey.
Perhaps some of you are wondering, “We are all
human beings, and so why is Pastor Jong comparing
us to a donkey, a lowly animal?” However, the
reality is that if we humans live bound by the world,
we will actually end up being treated even worse than
an animal. It is then all the more imperative for us to
realize, admit, and believe that just as the Word of
God says, we were born with the same destiny as that
of a donkey. It won’t then be so upsetting to hear that
we are like a colt. If we now admit and believe that
our destiny is like that of a donkey, the only

remaining issue is whom we will carry on our backs.
Will you carry human waste all your life? Will you
carry urine? Will you carry firewood? Will you carry
bags of grain? Or will you carry the Lord, the King
of all kings? That’s the only remaining issue.
In today’s Scripture passage, the Lord told the
disciples to bring a colt that had never carried anyone.
Like this, in the case of human beings as well, the
happiest are those who are called by the Lord when
they have not been tainted by the world yet—that is,
when they are still very young. And those who are
called by the Lord right after being saved are even
happier. I am not speaking of physical age here, but I
am referring to spiritual rebirth. God cannot use those
who have lost their innocence tainted by the world
and who have come to God for an ulterior motive. In
other words, anyone who has come into the Church
dreaming of his own fleshly ambition and glory, and
hoping to exalt himself, is not someone who is fit to
be used by the Lord, for he is already carrying
someone else on his back other than the Lord.
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Although all of us are donkeys that must carry one
type of load or another, now that we’ve received the
remission of sins, we must all realize our destiny and
never set our purpose on anywhere else but the Lord.
Though we are the same donkeys, whether we are
used by God or someone else determines the value of
our lives.
If we have been born again and called by the Lord,
then this itself is a tremendous blessing. Moreover,
even though we are donkeys, if we are able to carry
Jesus and His burden, then our fate as donkeys is
better than that of any priceless horse in this world.
Think about it. Isn’t a colt carrying Jesus, the King of
kings, far more appealing than a horse that’s carrying
a rich butcher? None other than we are such donkeys.
I ask you to never forget the fact that you and I, who
are now abiding in the Church for the righteousness
of God after being born again of water and the Spirit,
are donkeys carrying precious Jesus. It’s a great
blessing that a colt, destined to carry heavy loads all
its life, is able to carry the priceless load called Jesus.

Do you wish to carry the burden of Jesus or the
burden of man? I am sure that all the born-again
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit
desire to carry Jesus’ burden. If you know that you
were born with the destiny to carry burden all your
life, then you now know that the desire to carry out
the work of Jesus is the right desire.
However, many Christians are still leading their
lives of faith without realizing this fact. So they are
wavering back and forth, sometimes bound to Jesus
and other times to the world, and they feel it’s too
much burden to carry Jesus’ load. But what will
happen if you cast aside Jesus’ load? You will return
to your wretched past life. Even worse, you may find
yourself in even a worse situation than before, having
to carry not only waste and urine but also bags upon
bags of grain. Having piled up a mountain of
firewood, the world is waiting for you to forsake the
Lord. It is tempting you and waiting for you to once
again pick up the burden of the world and live
together with it. The world is always waiting for the
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first chance to use you, saying to you, “Come and
carry my load for the rest of your life!” It is
absolutely not to treat you well that the world is
waiting for you. Far from it, it is waiting to enslave
you and me, to strap waste, urine, and bags of grain
on us. If you are still reluctant to carry Jesus’ burden
even after being born again, then the world will
impose its filthy yoke on you in no time to make you
carry the burden of this world.
My fellow believers, what kind of life do you
want to lead? I am sure that you all want to live a
worthy life to serve the gospel of the water and the
Spirit for the Lord and save souls by preaching the
gospel throughout the whole world, rather than
committing sin in the world and living just for
yourself.
To tempt you, the world has all kinds of burdens
ready at its disposal, always waiting for you to fall
into its trap. Anyone who is not carrying the burden
of Jesus can never escape from these burdens of the
world, just as a donkey cannot escape from the

bondage of its owner on its own. After being used to
carry all kinds of loads, when the donkey is no longer
useful, it will be dragged to the slaughterhouse to be
killed. And even after death, its flesh, skin, and even
bones will be used for someone else. Let’s then leave
this wretched fate to those who do not believe in the
gospel of the water and the Sprit and who have
therefore not been born again. For us the born-again,
it is imperative to carry the Lord’s burden rather than
the burden of the world.
In today’s Scripture passage, the Lord told His
disciples to loose a bound colt and bring it to Him.
Likewise, we had also been living everyday thinking
that it was only natural for us to be bound by the
bondage of the world, but the Lord came to us and
freed us from this yoke, and He made it possible for
us to become precious donkeys living for the Lord.
A while ago, I happened to watch a historical
drama on TV. This drama was about the kings that
ruled during the era of the Later Three Kingdoms in
Korea’s history. All these kings had the ambition to
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expand their territories and rule over a great kingdom.
Legitimizing their own ambition as though it were a
great cause, they had gathered together similarly
motivated followers and were unafraid to wage war
to fulfill their ambition. I also saw how these kings
maintained their relationships on a bloody and risky
tightrope, where today’s allies turned into
tomorrow’s enemies. As they were slaves to their
sole ambition to become the ruler of a great kingdom,
they did not hesitate to commit murder, wage war,
and betray their own friends. Their entire lives were
led as slaves to their carnal ambition to become a
great emperor.
Yet these people didn’t even realize that they were
enslaved by their own ambition, and having
hypnotized themselves into believing that they were
pursuing a great cause, they could not trust anyone
but were always suspicious. In Korea, kings wore a
royal robe embroidered with the elaborate images of
a dragon, and many royal articles were also engraved
with dragon images. The word dragon featured

prominently in the words used to describe the king as
well. For instance, when referring to the king’s face,
it was expressed as “dragon face.” Also the throne
was referred to “dragon seat.” But in the Word of
God, the word dragon, like the word serpent, is a
word used to describe Satan. So when we look at
how Koreans in the past revered and worshiped
dragons, we can see just how completely they were
bound by Satan.
Of course, now as before, anyone who does not
belong to Jesus is living as a slave to the Devil, as it
is written, “And you He made alive, who were dead
in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked
according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also
we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the
others” (Ephesians 2:1-3). Here, “the prince of the
power of the air” refers to Satan, that is, the dragon
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or the serpent of old (Revelation 20:2).
While people were seized by the dragon—that is,
the Devil—and enslaved to the world, sometimes
they were conscious of this even if only vaguely, and
they tried to be freed from the bondage of their
burning lust. However, they could not help but
continue to carry the burden of the world in their
lives. This was the same not only for those of us
living in the present age, but also for those living in
the ancient times of the Later Three Kingdoms. The
common people in that age suffered a great deal
under slavery and forced labor. They had no choice
but to live in that way because they could not achieve
anything no matter how hard they tried to be freed
from the bondage of the flesh. This is unavoidable
for every human life until one believes in Jesus
Christ’s gospel of the water and the Spirit that has
saved him perfectly.
My fellow believers, what would have happened
to us if we had not met the Lord? Tied down for the
rest of our lives to our worldly responsibilities such

as job, family, and social relations, as well as to our
own value system, ideology, and greed, we would
have been destined to continue to live as slaves to the
world. To be freed all at once from the bondage of
the world that is tying you down in a tangle of sins,
blemishes, insufficiencies, and greed, there is no
other way but to believe in the baptism of Jesus
Christ and His death on the Cross. Because the Lord
accepted all our sins, blemishes, and carnal
insufficiencies through the gospel of the water and
the Spirit, by believing in this, we can pass our sins
and insufficiencies to the Lord all at once through
His baptism, and we can solve them through His
atoning sacrifice on the Cross. Living by faith in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit is our indispensable
duty and the greatest blessing as well. The Lord has
changed our destiny at once.
No matter how anyone might shout out that he is a
free person, every human being is destined to be
bound to either the world or the Lord, and serve one
of them. In other words, everyone invariably belongs
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to one of them. There is no one truly free in this
world, no matter how anyone claims so. If anyone
has not been born again, neither carrying the Lord
nor spreading the gospel in his life, then by nature
this person is tied down to the world. When the Lord
came to this earth, He did not just save us, but He
removed us from this world and placed us elsewhere
to serve Him.
And even now, the Lord is calling us. He is saying,
“Loose the colt that’s tied down and bring it to Me.”
If the Lord says that He will use us, then all we have
to do is just answer His calling by faith and surrender
ourselves for His use. Perhaps some of you may say,
when the Lord says that He will use you, “Lord, is
this absolutely necessary? I’d like to live with
freedom. Why do You want to use me? I wish You
would just leave me alone.” However, my fellow
believers, remember that so long as we were born in
this world, we must belong to somewhere clearly and
be used for some purpose. Before, you were destined
to be used by the world for Satan and his wicked

purposes, but now the Lord is offering to change
your life into a blessed one that’s led for the Lord, for
other souls. So what a great opportunity is this? So I
admonish you to willingly surrender yourself to the
Lord. Such people are the truly wise ones.

What Will You Do If the Lord Calls
You for His Use?
When this happens, will you answer or reject His
call? I am sure that everyone here will answer the
Lord’s call. But maybe there are a couple of people
who might say, “No, I don’t want to. Now that I’ve
been saved, I want to live my own life. I want to
build a picture-perfect house on the green field and
live the rest of my life with my loved ones. I want to
plant the seed in the spring, see the flowers blossom
in the summer, harvest in the fall, and be happy and
content in the winter.” Although this may seem like a
small and simple wish, if you reject the Lord’s

◄

CONTENTS

►

45

Let Us Thank the Lord for His Grace in Choosing Us

calling like this, you will only have filthy and heavy
burdens waiting for you. That’s because once born in
this world, everyone must be tied down somewhere.
It doesn’t matter whether you live with your loved
one or anyone else, for this will not change your
fundamental fate to carry a burden.
If it’s your unavoidable destiny to carry a burden
in your life, then it’s as clear as the broad daylight
that you would be better off to take up the precious
burden of the Lord. You will be glorified if you carry
the Lord’s load. Even though you may sometimes
face hardship, the Lord will take care of you, for you
are carrying His burden. He will give you the ability,
strength, and wisdom to live for the Lord, and He
will take care of all your circumstances for this to
come about. In contrast, what will happen if you take
up the burden of man or of your own lust instead of
the Lord’s load? This burden of greed will weigh
heavily on you, and one day it will kill you. Such
burdens, whether they are of greed, of the world, or
of your loved ones, will oppress you and strangle you

to death. So what you will do then?
When the Lord says that He wants to use you,
when He commands you to be untied and brought to
Him, you must think by faith and decide by faith.
You must give Him the right answer, saying, “Lord,
since I am destined to carry burden all my life, I will
carry Your burden.” Like this, we must make the
right judgment and have the right faith. Unless you
have such sound judgment, your life will be ruined.
Since you and I are colts, wouldn’t we be really
happy only when we are carrying the Lord on our
backs?
I, too, used to carry the burden of man in the past.
Let me tell you an episode from the days when I was
attending seminary. One day, on my way back from
school, I saw a log beached on the shore. Seeing this,
I thought to myself, “It would be great to take that
log home and use it for heating.” At that time, I was
holding my school bag on one hand, and a bag of rice
on the other hand. So I put the bag of rice on top of
my head, and I carried the log on my freed hand. In
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those days my house was heated by a fire furnace,
and that’s why when I saw the log, the very first
thought that came to my mind was how wonderful it
would be to take the log home and burn it for heating.
As I made my way to home with one hand
carrying my school bag and the other hand a log, not
to mention a bag of rice on my head, the neighbors
laughed at me. But I didn’t care; all that I wanted was
to carry everything home without dropping anything.
My sole desire was to take care of my own family, to
protect my loved ones and provide for their needs,
for serving my parents and my family was serving
myself. That’s because when they were happy and
content, I, too, was happy and content.
However, now that I think about it, this
contentment was not a lasting one. Instead, it was an
ephemeral contentment to disappear shortly, just as
the fire furnace emits heat only for a few hours and
cools down. My point here is that having to work all
day long just for some short-lasting warmth is
exactly what carrying the burden of the world is all

about.
In those days, I had learnt and memorized the Five
Points of Calvinism, and so my sermons were often
based on them. However, such sermons were
ultimately incapable of saving anyone, and instead
they only left my congregation in their sinful state
even as they professed to believe in Jesus every day.
Moreover, in my denomination, the longer one had
been a Christian, the more sinful he became, and it
was this sinner that was highly respected. Whenever I
prayed before the congregation, “Lord, we are grave
sinners. So, when You call sinners, call us also. This
sinner has prayed in the name of Jesus Christ,”
everyone responded with amen.
Before God, each of us must make the individual
decision as to what we will carry as a colt. Those
who are wise would have already made the decision,
whereas those who are slow and foolish would not
have understood the Word of God yet, and therefore
they would be thinking and saying something else.
To get the message across to them, I would have to
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speak to them repeatedly for two, three more hours.
Only then will they realize what I am trying to say to
them and understand today’s message, saying, “Ah!
This message is ultimately directed at me.”
My fellow believers, since we were all already
born with the fate of a donkey, let us carry the
righteous burden of the Lord rather than the burden
of the world. Since there is nothing we can do to
change this, we might as well live a happy life
together with the Lord. If you still don’t want to carry
the Lord’s burden, then you will have no choice but
to carry waste. But I am full of confidence and hope
that all of you who have heard the lesson from
today’s Scripture passage will become glorified
donkeys carrying the Lord’s burden. The Lord is
saying to you now, “Be freed from your sins by faith,
come to Me, and take up My burden, for through My
water and blood I have taken away all your sins and
blemishes that had bound your heart.”
If the Lord says that He will release you from the
world and use you, all that you have to do is just say

yes. I admonish you, first of all, to believe in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, receive the
remission of sins into your heart, and then participate
in this work of spreading the gospel all over the
world for the Lord.
Believe that this will make your life the most
blessed one. I give all thanks to the Lord for calling
us and using us for His precious work. And I hope
and pray that our Lord will call all of you without
any exception, and thus make it possible for you all
to be used for this precious work of the Lord.
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The Lord Has Need of You
< Luke 19:28-40 >
“When He had said this, He went on ahead,
going up to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, when
He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His
disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village opposite you,
where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it
here. 31 And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the
Lord has need of it.’’ So those who were sent went
their way and found it just as He had said to them.
But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it
said to them, ‘Why are you loosing the colt?’ And
they said, ‘The Lord has need of him.’ Then they
brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own
clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. And
as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.

Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a
loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen,
saying:
‘‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the LORD!’
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’’
And some of the Pharisees called to Him from
the crowd, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ But
He answered and said to them, ‘I tell you that if
these should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.’”

Who Uses Us?
The Scripture passage that we read today
describes what Jesus said after giving the parable of
the minas on His way to Jerusalem to bear the
punishment of the Cross. It’s written here: “And it
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came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent
two of His disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village
opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring
it here. And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing
it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has
need of it.’’” Here, the Lord told the disciples to
bring a colt and tell anyone who asks about it,
“Because the Lord has need of it.” Let us focus on
this part and meditate on the will of the Lord that’s
revealed here.
Our Lord said to the disciples to go into the
village and loosen and bring a colt tied there, and if
anyone asked them about it, He told them to reply,
“Because the Lord has need of it.” When viewed
from common sense, it’s impossible to understand
what Jesus said here. It’s easy for us to be puzzled by
why Jesus told the disciples to loose and bring
someone else’s colt, and to just tell anyone who asks
about it that the Lord would use it. What would you

have thought if someone told you this? You’d have
thought that this made no sense. However, while this
may seem like nonsense for many people, if you hear
it with your spiritual ears and see it with your eyes of
faith, it will make sense to you. In short, today’s
Scripture passage means that our God calls to be His
workers those who, like this colt, have not served the
world even though they are still bound to it. Of
course, God sometimes also calls others to be His
workers when they have served worldly affairs for a
long time.
When the Lord said here, “Loose the tied colt and
bring it to Me. And if the owner or anyone else asks
you about it, tell him that the Lord has need of it,”
His disciples obeyed Him accordingly. Aren’t you
amazed by these disciples of the Lord? Of course,
Jesus is their Master. He was their Teacher and their
God, but even so, how could anyone just go to a
strange town and bring someone else’ colt just
because he is told to do so? Yet the disciples obeyed
the Lord and brought the colt to Him exactly as they
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were told. It’s written clearly in the Word of God:
“So those who were sent went their way and found it
just as He had said to them. But as they were loosing
the colt, the owners of it said to them, ‘Why are you
loosing the colt?’ And they said, ‘The Lord has need
of him.’ Then they brought him to Jesus.” This is not
a fabricated story. It is the exact record of what
actually happened.
If you were in the disciples’ shoes, would you
have been able to do what they did? If I were to say
to you, “Go to this place and there you will see two
cars. Bring them to me,” would any of you do this?
Are you confident that when you get caught, you will
say, “The Lord has need of it”? If I asked you to do
this, you would probably say to me, “I know that we
believe in God and that we are sinless, but how can
you, a pastor, ask us to take and bring someone else’s
things? I just can’t follow you. Now we see that you
are not a pastor, but a thief. Ask us for something
reasonable, not for something that makes no sense at
all. This is just too much!” Like this, you would have

resisted and rejected my request.
The Bible reveals the righteousness of God, and
there are many things in the Bible that human beings
simply cannot understand. However, so long as you
believe in the righteousness of Jesus and are carrying
on with your life of faith in this Church, do not think
that you can just believe in and follow what’s
comprehensible to your head. Whatever the Lord
says, you must believe in it clearly with your heart
even if it’s beyond your human comprehension. The
Word of God that we read today is also difficult to
understand for the human mind, but it is still right.
Take a look at the colt that appears in today’s
passage. Since no one had ever ridden it yet, it was
still a young colt. Once it grew up a bit more, it
would have carried loads at its sides for the rest of its
life. However, if this colt served the Lord rather than
just carrying the loads, it would have been much
more comfortable and happier than carrying the
burdens of this world. So to put it simply, this colt
that was called by the Lord won a lottery. If it had
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stayed where it was, it would have had to carry the
heavy load of the world for the rest of its life, but
because the Lord said that He had need of it and told
the disciples to bring it, the colt was actually used by
the Lord. In fact, the Lord rode this colt into
Jerusalem. The people at that time sang praises and
shouted out, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna
in the highest!”
My fellow believers, God carries out His righteous
work through you and me. And He calls those who,
like this colt, have not served this world and still
have an innocent heart to be used for His work. He
calls those with a pure heart to serve Him and carry
out His work for the rest of their lives. Put differently,
the colt that appears in today’s Scripture passage
refers to none other than us. If someone is too tied
down by the affairs of the world, the Lord cannot use
this person freely. By nature, a colt is a stiff-necked
and stubborn creature. That’s why the Lord said,
“Loose it from its ties and bring it here. I will use it.”

Those Who Are Used by the Lord
Are Not Bound by the Things of This
World
Before the Lord uses the righteous, He infallibly
unties them from the ties that bind them, whether
they are bound by the world, money, people, or
anything else. So for us to be used by the Lord, we
must first be free from any ties that bind us to the
world. By any chance, is there anything that’s
binding your heart to the things of the world? We
must remember that if we are tied to anything else
other than the work of the Lord, we cannot be used
for His work.
God calls those who are like the colt in today’s
Scripture passage and makes them His workers to be
used for His ministry. It is for this purpose that the
Lord brought these colts—that is, the people in the
world—into this world and grew them. Of course,
those who claim to be the owners of these colts think
that it is they who have nurtured the colts, and so
◄

CONTENTS

►

53

The Lord Has Need of You

they resist when the Lord, through His disciples,
releases them from all the ties to use them. They say,
“Why are you trying to take away my colt without
my permission?” However, our Lord has a simple
answer to this defiance: “Tell them that the Lord has
need of it.”
When God calls us to be His instruments, all of us
are clearly bound by the world. There clearly are ties
that bind us, whether they are our families, others, or
some duties of the world. However, God frees us
from all such ties. When the Lord is about to give us
true freedom and use us, the first people to raise
objection is our old owners, saying, “Why are you
taking away what’s mine?” But the Lord has a simple
answer to this: “I have need of it. What more needs
to be said when I am going to use it?”
The disciples in today’s Scripture passage untied
the colt and brought it to the Lord, and the Lord used
it. That is how God also calls you. What were the ties
that bound us then? We were tied down by the affairs
of the world. When the Lord seeks to use us, there is

only one thing that we can say to the people of the
world who oppose this, to those who do not
understand us: “The Lord has need of me.” That is
the right answer. God has entrusted His precious
work to us. So we have nothing else to say other than
this.
When our Lord told the disciples to bring the tied
colt in today’s Scripture passage, He was in fact
drawing an analogy to explain how He calls His
workers. This implies that countless future workers
of God are tied to the things of the world. How much
could you really serve the world even if you wanted
to? We have to ask ourselves constantly which is
better for us to serve the world or the righteousness
of God. And if anyone objects when we are called by
God, we have nothing else to say than this: “God has
need of me. I will serve His righteousness. I will
carry out God’s work.” The Lord did not tell His
disciples to bring a free-running colt, but He told
them to loosen and bring a colt that was tied down.
It’s this tied colt that the Lord wanted to use.
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Indeed, the Lord has released the wretched colts
bound by the things of this world and used them as
His servants. What do the colts here symbolize? They
refer to none other than God’s workers. In a time
when there was no automobile, colts were important
means of transportation. They carried heavy loads at
both sides. Spiritually speaking, therefore, these colts
refer to God’s laborers. They refer to none other than
you and me. Before you and I were used by the Lord,
we had also been bound by the world just like this
colt. So through His disciples, our Lord freed us from
all the ties that bound us. And He entered Jerusalem
riding the colt. Like this, the Lord is leading us and
using us as His instruments to achieve His work and
fulfill His will. In the Old Testament, it was already
prophesied that Jesus would ride a colt in
humbleness:
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation,

Lowly and riding on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9).
The Lord said, “Loose the tied colt and bring it
here. And tell them that the Lord has need of it,” and
He used this colt that was brought to Him. When we
are used by God, and when we serve the
righteousness of God, there is nothing else to say but
this: “I’m being used by the Lord because He said
that He had need of me.” Although the people of the
world may not understand this, it is something that
we are qualified to say as those who have become
righteous. It is, in fact, what all of us must say
without fail. There is no need to give any other
explanation. There is nothing more to say than this:
“The Lord said that He had need of us, and He will
use us. We will serve the righteousness of the Lord
from now on.” When God calls you, others can’t
object to His will if you say to them, “The Lord said
He had need of me.”
Literally, we are used by God as His instruments.
If you resist this calling stubbornly, then you can’t be
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used by God; if you want to be bound by the world
again, then you can’t help but serve the world; but if
you submit to the righteous calling of the Lord, then
you will be used by God as His precious instrument.
If you obey the Lord’s calling and follow Him by
faith, you will surely be used by God for His
righteousness.
When we seek to devote our entire lives to serving
the righteousness of God and come to His presence,
the people of the world may object to the right choice
of our spiritual faith. In times like this, we must
speak boldly before all those who want us to stay tied
to the things of the world. Just as the disciples here
said, “The Lord has need of it,” so must we also open
our mouths and shout out, “The Lord wants to use me.
He has called me through His servants.” There is
nothing else to say. What more needs to be said when
the Lord Himself wants to use us? That is how God
calls His workers.
None of us knows whom God is about to call now.
These things do not happen because you want them

to happen. Rather, God carries out His work
accordingly His will without fail. And to fulfill His
righteous will, He calls the spiritual colts tied to the
world. As such, we must realize that these colts are
none other than ourselves, and we must submit to the
Lord’s calling in obedience.
In fact, for these spiritual colts called by the Lord,
the calling itself is a glorious honor. After all, just for
giving the Lord a ride, they will hear people praising,
“Hosanna to He who comes in the name of Christ,
the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace
on earth and glory in the highest!” Who would ever
shout out Hosanna and welcome a colt? The colt was
welcomed only because it was used by Jesus; if it
were left alone in the street, it would easily have been
stoned and tormented. So this colt was a truly blessed
colt.
My fellow believers, like this, the Lord has called
you and made you His workers fulfilling the
righteousness of God when you were bound by the
world. And He has made you His people. Every
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human being is actually born as a lowly being just
like this colt. The Old Testament says that to save the
firstborn colt, a lamb had to be killed and offered as a
sacrifice, as it is written, “But every firstborn of a
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will
not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all
the firstborn of man among your sons you shall
redeem” (Exodus 13:13). From the moment we were
born into this world, we were all born with sin, and
we had to die for this sin. All of us were born as such
stiff-necked and stubborn sinners. However, Jesus
Christ took upon Himself all of our sins once and for
all, sacrificed Himself for our sins, and has thereby
saved us to perfection. That is why we are now being
used by God as His precious instruments.
The world does not treat us so kindly. It protests
to us, demanding to know why we are being released
from the ties that bind us to the world. But even so,
this world cannot help but let us go, for the Lord said
that He would use us. There is nothing more to be
said once the Lord says that He will use us for the

work of God. If the Lord says that He will use us,
then we will be used by Him accordingly.
God calls us suddenly when we are busy with the
things of the world. God’s calling comes all of a
sudden. While reading today’s Scripture passage, I
could realize that even though Jesus’ disciples were
simple and Jesus Himself also spoke in simple terms,
His Word was fulfilled exactly as He said because it
was the truth. The Lord said, “Just go, loose the colt,
and bring it to Me. And if anyone ask why you are
taking away the colt, tell them that the Lord will use
it.”
However, it is because of Jesus Christ that those
around Him are welcomed; it wasn’t the colt itself
that the people were welcoming. That is only a
matter of course. The people had seen and heard how
Jesus had raised the dead back to life, healed the sick,
and performed the miracle of five loaves of bread and
two fish, and when they praised the Lord, the
disciples of Jesus were also praised. Like this, the
colt that was carrying the Lord into Jerusalem was
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welcomed as well. In fact, as those serving the Lord,
there will be many occasions when we are praised by
others. But we should never turn conceited by this.
As God’s servants, we should be ready to serve Jesus
Christ rather than trying to be served or praised by
others.
Like this, when we are used by the Lord, we are
sometimes honored thanks to the Lord. However, we
must pay attention to what the Lord said: “Tell them
that the Lord has need of it.” Whenever God calls us,
we must answer His calling regardless how He uses
us. When you are called by God, some people may
object to you and say, “Why do you want to do
God’s work rather than serving the world and taking
care of your own business?” In times like this, you
must say to them boldly, “God is saying that He will
use me to carry out His work. So I must do this
work.” Remember this clearly. Remember that when
God calls us, we must say boldly and clearly what He
has told us to tell the people of this world. We must
say that the Lord has need of us.

I wonder what you and I might be doing now if
we had not met God, not received the remission of
sins, and not been used by the Lord. Even if we made
some money, what use would it be? We probably
wouldn’t have prospered in any ways, since it would
not have had any meaning.
In today’s Scripture passage, the disciples of Jesus
said, “The Lord has need of it,” brought the colt, and
ultimately this colt carried Jesus on its back into
Jerusalem. What does this mean? It means that this
colt was actually used for God to save the lost souls.
Like this, if God says that He will use you and me as
His workers to save the lost souls, we must also
answer this calling by faith. Although various
thoughts may come to our minds and there may even
be some things that we don’t understand, the Lord
Himself wants to use us, and so why should we
hesitate any longer? We must have faith and obey
God’s calling to use us. And we must say boldly to
the world, “The Lord wants to use me,” cut off the
rope of the world that binds us, and devote all our
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lives to the work of the Lord.
My fellow believers, we are the pedestals of Jesus
Christ. Not only our ministers, but all our brothers
and sisters are also the Lord’s pedestals. We the
born-again must remember that Jesus Christ is the
Rose of Sharon, that we are the pedestals supporting
the Lord, and that we have such a crucial role to play.
Pedestals are essential to support the flower of the
gospel to come into full bloom. There were seven
bowls made like almond blossoms on each of the
branch of the golden lamp in the Tabernacle, and
each bowl was supported with an ornamental knob so
that the lamps would shine brightly inside the
Tabernacle (Exodus 25:31-39). In fact, Jesus is the
Light and all of us are such ornamental knobs that
support the preaching of the gospel of the
righteousness of God.
God calls us soon after we receive the remission
of sins, when we are still bound by the world. He
calls us into His Church, saying that He has need of
us. In doing so, He makes you and me serve the Lord

in various forms and ways, with our possessions, our
prayers, and our bodies, all to preach the Word and
spread the gospel. That is how God has called you
and me and used us.
However, if there are any ties that bind us to the
world, we would not be able to come to the presence
of God. This means that unless we untie our bondage,
we cannot be used by God. So through His disciples,
God has released us from all the ties that bind us. My
fellow believers, isn’t it true that many of us are still
bound by the world? Are you bound by money, by
any chance? Are you tied down to worldly
relationships? Like the colt, human beings were also
born to serve someone. You have to grasp this clearly.
Since we were born into this world, we must serve
someone. If this is the case, if it is our destiny to be
bound by something, then isn’t it better for us to be
bound by the work of God and serve Him rather than
the world, just as the colt in today’s Scripture
passage was blessed to carry Jesus Christ on its back
rather than the load of the world?
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Unless we serve God’s work, it’s inevitable for us
to serve the things of the world, even though we have
been born again by believing in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit. If we end up serving the things
of the world like this, the burden will be a hundred
times heavier. The Lord said, “My yoke is easy and
My burden is light.” He is telling us that His work is
light. What about the affairs of the world then? Just
as a colt serves its owner, all of us must decide
whether we will serve the world or God. Whichever
we serve, we are bound to serve one of them. If we
don’t serve the righteousness of God, we must serve
the world, and if we don’t serve the world, then we
must serve God. And it’s toilsome to serve the world.
Isn’t it then patently clear which choice we should
make here? We must be released from our servitude
to this world. This means that even though we are
living in this world, we should never serve it.
My fellow believers, who is our Lord? Isn’t He
the King of all kings, the Master of all things, and our
High Priest? We must serve God who is our Master.

We are just like a colt, but whom should we serve if
we could choose? We should serve the Almighty
God. After all, why should we carry the filthy things
of the world and suffer under their heavy weight?
Even though we are colts, why should we carry such
filthy and foul things? The people of the world won’t
even offer you a bath. But God will bathe you. When
the colt is walking in the field, He brings down rain
and washes the whole body.
My fellow believers, so long as we were born in
this world, all of us must serve someone and be
bound by something. If this is the case, then the
object of our service is God only. The people of the
world don’t understand us when we serve God. They
probably look at us as though we have gone mad.
What we should say to them in times like this is the
following answer: “The Lord said He will use me. He
told me He had need of me for His work like this.” Is
this all clear to you?
Even though you and I were born with the destiny
to live like a lowly colt, how wonderful is it that we
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are living as colts that serve the Lord? Don’t you
agree? The only thing for us to say is this: “My sins
have disappeared thanks to the Lord. The Lord said,
‘I have need of you.’” We must reveal this truth and
confess it clearly before both God and the people of
the world.
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Let Us Become Those Who
Quench the Lord’s Thirst
< Luke 19:28-40 >
“When He had said this, He went on ahead,
going up to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, when
He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the
mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His
disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village opposite you,
where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it
here. 31 And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the
Lord has need of it.’’ So those who were sent went
their way and found it just as He had said to them.
But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it
said to them, ‘Why are you loosing the colt?’ And
they said, ‘The Lord has need of him.’ Then they
brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own

clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. And
as He went, many spread their clothes on the road.
Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a
loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen,
saying:
‘‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the LORD!’
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’’
And some of the Pharisees called to Him from
the crowd, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ But
He answered and said to them, ‘I tell you that if
these should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.’”

With What Can We Please the
Lord’s Heart?
My foremost wish is for the gospel of the water
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and the Spirit to be spread throughout the whole
world as soon as possible. It’s my heart’s desire for
the true gospel to be spread as quickly as possible,
and to thus quench God’s thirst and ours as well. For
a while, the spreading of the gospel of the water and
the Spirit seemed to go so slowly that I felt quite
impatient, but recently the speed has picked up
considerably. But given the fact there are over six
billion people living in this world, there needs to be a
lot more people ordering our books for the gospel to
be spread to the end of the world.
Although our books are reaching many souls at
present, what we are doing right now is akin to
feeding peanuts to an elephant. That’s how little
impact it seems to make. However, across the globe,
numerous truth seekers are requesting our books
through our web site. A farmer cannot expect to
harvest the crop right after sowing, but I still wish
that the gospel would be spread more quickly so that
everyone all around the world would receive the
remission of sins.

In today’s Scripture passage, Jesus told His
disciples to loosen a colt and bring it to Him. He said
to them, “Go into the village opposite you, where as
you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one
has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. And if anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you losing it?’ thus you shall say
to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’” What
happened when the disciples actually went to the
village and tried to untie the colt to take it to Jesus?
Its owner appeared and asked, “Why are you loosing
the colt?” The disciples then told him exactly what
the Lord had said to them, “The Lord has need of
him,” and it’s written in the Bible that the owner did
not say anything more to this reply.
What happened afterwards? The disciples threw
their clothes on the colt and set Jesus on it, and as
Jesus entered Jerusalem, His followers spread their
clothes on the road and praised Him. At that time, the
nearby Pharisees told Jesus to quiet down the crowd,
but Jesus said to them, “If these should keep silent,
the stones would immediately cry out.”
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The colt that appears in this passage is an analogy
of God’s workers and servants who have received the
remission of sins from Jesus Christ, put on His
salvation, and are now serving the Lord. Although it
is no more than a lowly animal, we can see from
today’s Scripture passage that this colt was used
preciously and glorified. In the world, there are some
servants who, like this colt, quench the thirsty heart
of God, and then there are other servants who bring
trouble to God’s heart. While carrying out God’s
work on this earth, we sometimes come across some
workers who quench the hearts of those ahead of
them and the heart of God. On the other hand, there
also are some people who, while they seem to be
doing a great work, actually cause nothing more than
trouble and worry to the leaders of God’s Church.
What I mean here is that there are some Christians
who ultimately cause trouble to others even as they
think they are doing what is right. What explains
this? They cause trouble to God and people because
they do not do what they are asked to do by their

leaders, and instead they judge and decide on their
own, even though the will of the Lord would be
fulfilled if they trust their leaders and do what they
are asked to do by faith. No matter how much God’s
servants teach and admonish such people, it’s all
useless. Since they’ve already made all the decisions,
there is little else that God’s servants can say to them.
In contrast, how do those who quench God’s
thirsty heart work? They consult with the servants of
God and seek their counsel in all things, and they try
to do what is best. They examine the direction that
the Church is heading, and once they know its
direction, they throw their full support behind it,
neither venturing out too far ahead nor trailing
behind. However, those who are unable to do this
decide everything all on their own, and in the end,
their work actually brings nothing more than trouble
to those around them. This is the difference that sets
apart those who are able to quench God’s heart and
those who are not.
My fellow believers, it is my sincerest hope and
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prayer that we would all become such servants who
quench God’s thirst. I truly hope and pray that we
would spread the gospel of the water and the Sprit
across the whole world so that we could quench the
Lord’s thirsty heart. Although many people all over
the world have received the remission of sins through
our books, and many continue to do so at present,
there still are far more people who have not received
the remission of sins than those who have. So we
must preach the gospel constantly, and thereby
quench God’s thirsty heart and ours.
However, although there are those who believe in
this gospel and are actually practicing its teachings
faithfully, there also are some people who go around
saying nonsense. They say to us, “I’ll distribute these
books for you, but what will you do for me in
return?” This is no different from demanding money,
a car, or a house. This is typical of most of those who
bring trouble to God and people by embarking on an
unrealistically grandiose project.
Those who are truthfully carrying out God’s work

never make a big fuss about their work. They ask for
our books without any ulterior motives, saying to us,
“I’d like to make my small contribution. Since I’ve
received the remission of sins from reading this book,
I’d like to share it with others around me.” This,
however, is not how impostors work. They pay
attention only to formalities, and they try to ensure
only administrative proprieties. Rather than being
interested in the contents of the gospel, they just want
to draw people’s attention or make money by doing
the gospel work. In particular, South Korea is
plagued by such people. There are so many Christian
denominations in this small country that on per capita
basis, South Korea probably has the most
denominations.
Each and
every Christian
denomination in the world is found in Korea,
including every heresy you can think of. There really
is no sect that’s not found in Korea. All these
Christians are so busy spreading their own
denominations that they have little interest in
spreading the true gospel of God, the gospel of the
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water and the Spirit.
These people do not know what this gospel of the
water and the Spirit is even when it is given to them.
It’s because their hearts are set somewhere else that
they don’t like to hear us telling them about the pure
Word of God. In contrast, they love to hear about
how they can ensure their worldly success, how they
can live a virtuous life, how they can avoid
committing sin, and how they can establish their selfrighteousness before God. So given this, how can the
gospel of the Lord ever enter such people? It can’t.
However, even under such circumstances, we
must still follow the will of God completely. We
must seek what pleases God. As I read about the colt
in today’s Scripture passage, I got to thinking, “I
wish this gospel would be spread as soon as possible
regardless of whether people believe in it or stand
against it, so that God’s thirst would be quenched.”
Since we are working diligently for this end, I am
sure that such a day will come sooner or later. As you
and I have sown the seed of the gospel diligently to

this day, I am sure that many souls will soon wake up
and arise in every corner of the world.
Thanks to God’s blessings and our effort, we have
been able to spread the gospel to even such difficult
countries as China and Russia. A short while ago we
sent 2,000 copies of our books to Russia, and these
books are now being distributed, as well as used by
our ministers there to spread the gospel. I can’t
remember right now exactly how many books have
been shipped to China, but about 10,000 copies have
made their way at least. My heart has no other desire
than for this gospel to be spread completely as soon
as possible. While working, we may think that we are
insufficient, and that our faculties are limited and the
progress of our work is slow, but in fact, that is not
the case.
Although many pastors renowned in Christian
communities have also spread the gospel, their work
cannot be compared to ours, which is spreading the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. All that such
people have accomplished is that they’ve spread their
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own names to a few countries. And what they have
spread is not the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
So their ministries cannot be compared to ours. But if
a comparison must be made, we have spread the
gospel of the water and the Spirit to a lot more
countries than these people.
Of course, in the context the world population
reaching over 6 billion people, our work still remains
incomplete. So far, we have gone through 40
printings of our first English book. Since 10,000
copies are printed for each printing, we’ve printed a
total of 400,000 copies. Another thing that we can all
be proud of is that we’ve published our spiritual
books in 28 languages (62 languages as of February,
2007 editor’s note), and so if we translate them into
a dozen more languages, our books will be available
in almost every major language in the world.
Although the world is big, there actually aren’t that
many languages. English, Spanish and French are the
most widely used languages because many countries
that had been their colonies still use either one of

these languages.
Right now we are working to publish the
commentary books on Romans, and we are half way
through with translation. I wish we could proceed
faster, but we can’t afford to do a half-hearted job.
My guess is that it won’t be over until mid October.
When working to spread the gospel, one must have a
patient heart above all else. When I am told that I
only need to wait two more weeks, I tell myself that
it will take four weeks, and when I am told that I
need to wait four weeks, I tell myself that the wait
will be two months. This is good for my mental
health, as I can avoid being too frustrated. Otherwise
I might get tired of all the waiting and even get angry.
All our workers are waiting for the day when the
commentary books on Romans are completed. The
Book of Romans is what every Christian wants to
know first. Even though many people are puzzled by
the Book of Romans and they also speak about it
often, so far, I have not met even one Christian who
was able to speak about it with a clear understanding.
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I’ve read many Christian books, but none of them
explained the Book of Romans clearly. Most writers
simply advocate their own arguments, propounding
on such doctrines as the Doctrine of Predestination.
There is hardly anyone or any book that understands
and explains the Book of Romans exactly as it is. So
I’ve put a lot of expectations on our commentary
books on Romans that will be published soon.
The last English book that we published was the
third volume, titled, The Failsafe Way for You to
Receive the Holy Spirit. The reception and
effectiveness of this book have been so good that it’s
already being printed for the second time. I think the
third volume might even be more successful than the
first volume. And I also have high expectations about
the latest publication on the Book of Romans. It’s my
sincerest hope and prayer that many people would
read our forthcoming books on Romans, as well as
the three books already published, and that the flame
of the gospel would burn even more brightly.

How Quenched Would God’s Thirsty
Heart Be If This Happened?
How wonderful would it be if people all over the
world came to know and believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, and to thus receive the Holy
Spirit into their hearts and praise God? Wouldn’t you
be also happy? But people in some countries are
reluctant to receive this genuine gospel. Of all the
people living in various countries in the world,
Israelis are the least receptive to Jesus.
Also, Koreans are also resistant to accepting the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. The Bible says that
a prophet is not received well in his hometown, and
Korea seems to be no exception in this regard.
Koreans are indifferent to religious teachings,
reacting with the same apathy to everyone, whether
it’s a Jehovah’s Witness, a Mormon, an Adventist, or
a Buddhist monk. Their attitude is that every religion
is the same, and yet they love to hear when one
speaks about mysticism or speaks in strange tongues.
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Their national character is such that they are far more
inclined toward emotion than intellect. They are
extremely sympathetic to others, but this also means
that they are easily influenced by the prevailing
trends that appeal to their emotions. Even when it
comes to leading a life of faith, many Korean
Christians believe based on their own emotional
feelings rather than intellectual realization and
understanding.
Nowadays the most requested books are English
editions, and about 200 books are shipped out every
day. Most of these English editions are sent to the
United States, Europe, and Asia. Many Americans
have enjoyed reading the first three volumes of our
English books. When they read our commentary
books on Romans that we are now translating, they
will know everything about the doctrinal issues of the
gospel. The first volume of our series addresses the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, while the second
volume deals with theological issues. The third
volume addresses the fallacies of the Charismatic

Movement and the Pentecostals, and the fourth and
fifth volumes, which are on the Book of Romans,
will address the overall framework of theology and
“the righteousness of God,” the key word of the
Book of Romans. If people read them all, I am sure
that at least these people will all come to believe in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit completely. In
turn, they will teach the gospel to those around them
and their followers, and when it is taught in
seminaries, those who learn about the perfect gospel
of the water and the Spirit that we are now preaching
will go out as missionaries. I am sure that in this way,
the gospel will be spread all over the world and
God’s thirsty heart will be quenched.
Above all else, I yearn for this gospel to be spread
as soon as possible. Do you also yearn for this? To
tell you the truth, there is no question that ours is an
extremely difficult task. We have now put several
books on the backburner, including those on the
Book of Revelation, the Apostles’ Creed, and the
religions of the world, and we are now concentrating
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all our effort on the commentary books on Romans.
I’ll be so happy when these books are published.
Once these books are completed, I am confident that
they will make a tremendous impact.
For now, I am thinking about taking a break from
literature ministry once the book on the Apostles’
Creed is completed. Instead, I’d like to focus more
attention on my sermons and research. My heart is
always desirous to spread the gospel as soon as
possible. Whatever means it takes, whether it is by
direct preaching or by any other means, I only wish
for the gospel to be spread as quickly as possible. I
hope and pray that many people will come across the
gospel of the Lord and receive the remission of sins
so that the Day of the Lord will come soon.
In today’s Scripture passage, when Jesus entered
Jerusalem riding on the back of the colt, the
Pharisees said to Him, “Quiet down Your disciples.
They are so loud.” The Lord then answered them, “If
these should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.” My fellow believers, given

how God has given us such blessed Word, we cannot
be silent about this gospel. No matter what, we must
spread this gospel that the Lord has given us.
On this upcoming revival meeting that will be
held next week, I plan to preach on the Book of
Revelation, but it seems to me that people’s hearts
are not still prepared to listen to the message of the
last days. The Bible is a great gift that God has given
us to read and understand. Although the Bible is a
sealed book, God has told us to open it and see it. As
such, we ought to open all the Books of the Bible and
understand them properly. Preaching the gospel
Word is more important than anything else, and so if
people continue to be afraid of listening to the
message of the Book of Revelation, I think I should
preach the gospel by holding a revival meeting under
a different title. I’d like to preach the gospel
diligently and widely so that everyone can receive
the remission of sins in any way possible.
The gospel can no longer be hidden. How could
anyone hide this gospel? On any given day, about 30
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copies of our paper back books are shipped to the
United States, and another 30 books are downloaded
electronically. So in the United States alone, about 60
people a day come to find out about this gospel. How
many Americans would come across the gospel in a
month then? It’s 1,800. If 1,800 people come to
know this gospel in a month, it won’t be too long
before every American comes to know it. Since
Americans will play a great role in spreading the
gospel all over the world, once they come to know
this gospel, I am sure that this gospel will be spread
all over the whole world even more quickly.
The Lord said in today’s Scripture passage, “If
these should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.” Given the fact even the stones
are to praise Jesus, we cannot keep this gospel just
for ourselves and sit idle. If we remain silent even
though God has entrusted us with the gospel, no
doubt someone else will preach this gospel. Someone
else will preach to people all about how Jesus Christ
came to this earth and saved us sinners through the

water and the Spirit. Although Christianity has
played such a role of propagating the gospel, it has
been all dominated by legalism, dogmatism, and
sectarianism. To this very day, Christians have been
fighting each other over denominational differences.
It’s only now that the true gospel is being spread.
Some people may then say, “Does this then mean
that the gospel was not preached at all for 1,900
years?” Yes. Until now, the gospel had not been
preached in this world, at least not the true gospel.
Even since religious freedom was allowed in Rome
in 313 A.D., Christianity has gone completely astray
from the true gospel of the water and the Spirit. As a
matter of fact, the true gospel of the water and the
Spirit began to fade away from the age of the Early
Church Fathers who lived in the late 1st century and
early 2nd century. Therefore, it is no exaggeration to
say that there was no true gospel for almost 1,900
years since then.
Indeed, the gospel had been asleep for 1,900 years.
If the true gospel was preached and people believed
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in this gospel, why would this world be so dismal?
Do you think to yourself, “It doesn’t matter; I am still
sinful even if I believe in Jesus, and I am still
suffering despite believing”? Do you regret that you
believed in the gospel? Do you have sin even though
you believe in the gospel? Are you unable to
understand the gospel of the water and the Spirit even
as you believe in it? No, that is not the case. The true
gospel has finally come to us. Before that, there was
no true gospel in this world.
As the true gospel has now arisen, we are
spreading this gospel, and God is so rejoiced to this.
Indeed, the Lord brings far greater harvest than what
we have labored for. Think about it. Is there anyone
preaching the gospel to over 200 foreigners a day?
Actually, that figure understates the real number, as
the number has been steadily increasing recently
(Editor’s note: We have over 10,000 visitors to our
web site every day as of February, 2007.) Moreover,
if we take into account the fact that some of our
readers also spread the gospel to others, it would

mean that the gospel is preached to about 300 people
a day. This would then mean that around 9,000
people hear about the gospel in a month. In other
words, nearly 10,000 people are coming across the
true gospel we are preaching now. This is an amazing
feat.
As the gospel has arisen in this age, we are
spreading this gospel, and the Lord said to you and
me, who sowed the seed of the Word, not to despair.
He told us that we would harvest for sure in due time.
Of course, if a farmer sows the seed but there is no
sprout, he will be disappointed. The farmer will be
greatly disappointed if there is no sprout even after
working hard to plow the field and sow the seed. The
same is true when it comes to preaching the gospel of
the water and the Spirit. It’s true that we find it hard
and toilsome to preach the gospel when the sprouts
don’t come out all at once. However, if we give some
more time instead of being so impatient, wouldn’t the
sprout come out sooner or later, since the seed has
been sowed? Once we sow the seed, it is bound to
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sprout eventually. With some rain it will sprout for
sure. So as those preaching the gospel, you and I may
struggle, but we should never despair.
There is a Japanese pastor named Tanaka, who
has received the remission of sins from reading our
books. He now wants to see us. Although I haven’t
decided whether to see him or not, if I do see him,
and he is someone who can gather together many
people, I plan to ask him to join us in our ministry.
Such thoughts make me energized and rejoiced. I’ll
be really happy if I am invited to preach the gospel
overseas.
There are few big churches in Japan. But there is
one denomination that has a lot of members, and it is
the Full Gospel Church, which made its way to Japan
from Korea. The Full Gospel Church is extremely
boisterous. Its members make a big fuss about
speaking in tongues and they clap their hands even in
worship services. They always make a great
commotion, saying, “The Holy Spirit is entering
through the left door! Today, God has healed this

tuberculosis patient! Let’s all stand up and clap! Now,
God wants to heal your heart disease and cancer.
Believe that He is healing now, and you will be
healed for sure!” People then stand up everywhere
and cry out, saying that they’ve been healed from
their heart disease and cancer.
My fellow believers, remember this: God never
works in such a place. A while ago, we received a
letter from brother Rajiv in India. In the letter he told
us how he preached the gospel of the water and the
Spirit there, and how quiet and peaceful the worship
service was. My fellow believers, God never works
in a place where people are incited to be full of
emotion in a whirlpool of commotion.
Think about it. When the Word of Truth is not
even preached, does God start working in your life
just because some pastor blesses you? No, it’s
nothing more than a show. They gather some beggars
and homeless people and pay them money to do their
bidding. There is a Korean movie called
“Hallelujah”; maybe some of you have seen this
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movie. This movie exposed the reality of Korean
churches. Based on a true story, it is a satire of the
Full Gospel Church. A while ago, the Full Gospel
Church asked someone to say that she had died but
was raised back to life. She testified so, and it made a
great sensation in the Christian community in Korea.
But the woman denied her testimony later on, saying
that she couldn’t make such a false claim anymore,
and it causes a great deal of controversy.
What else happened? An elder dying from cancer
heard how Rev. David Yonggi Cho at the Full
Gospel Church had the gift of healing, and so he
went to see him and asked him, “Please lay your
hands on me and heal me from my cancer.” What do
you suppose happened then? Pastor Cho said to him,
“I’ll lay my hands on you if you give me half your
possessions.” How can such a man be a pastor? Yet
this elder, though he must have been shocked to hear
this, still wanted to live, and so he clung to Pastor
Cho and offered him a third of his possessions. So
Pastor Cho laid his hands on him, but what happened

to this elder? He died anyway. Yet after his death,
Pastor Cho went to his home and demanded money,
saying, “Why don’t you live up your promise?” At
the time, this elder had attended Yongnak Church,
one of the biggest Presbyterian churches in Korea. I
don’t’ recall exactly who was its senior pastor then,
but anyway, this pastor got into a heated argument
with Pastor Cho and threatened to sue him, saying to
him, “How can you call yourself a servant of God
and demand half the possessions of the deceased just
because you laid your hands on him once?” There
was a great deal of commotion over the whole issue.
Such people are complete frauds. Should we
squeeze out money in such a fraudulent way? It’s
actually not that hard. Imagine our young sisters
lining up here in miniskirts. And then imagine a band
playing music. People would then be enchanted to
see pretty young women singing, and they will join
in the praise and pray as well. After shouting out
hallelujahs and making the congregation pray aloud,
I would then pass around a collection plate, and the
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congregation would put in their watches and
necklaces and empty out their pockets. There is no
one who can resist this once the whole group is
hypnotized. Even the most hard-grained person is
bound to cough up all his money. This is the very
scheme favored by charlatans. My fellow believers, it
is purely by the Word of God that we are born again;
there can be no soul that is truly born again in such a
fraudulent way.
I’ve said many different things in my sermon, but
they are all what I have heard or experienced, and so
I ask you to let them to be a good lesson to you. Our
Lord said, “If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32). Our
Lord works with His Word; He never works in any
place where His Word is not found.
In another episode, I once came across a poster
advertising about an elder from India who had come
to Korea to hold a revival meeting, and it was written
in the poster that a short-legged person would turn

long-legged if the person receives the laying on of
hands from this elder. Are human legs some sort of
rubber strings that they can be stretched out with the
laying on of hands? No, of course not!
The disciples of Jesus once saw a man who was
blind from birth, and they asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus then answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned, but that the works of God should
be revealed in him” (John 9:3). When Lazarus of
Bethany was sick, Jesus said, “This sickness is not
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). Indeed,
that we were born as sinners is to reveal the glory of
God, and whatever problems we may be facing are
also for the glory of God. But for this glory of God to
be manifested, we must believe in the Word of the
Lord first. Such problems are not allowed just to
glorify some charlatans pretending to be religious
leaders. In other words, far from being deceived by
such imposters, we must believe in the gospel of the
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water and the Spirit clearly and be born again.
I, too, had experienced many carnal visions and
miracles. Have you ever received the so-called “fire
of the Spirit”? I had received such scorching fire
before. There probably are some people here who’ve
had a similar experience. Let me take a moment to
tell you about my experience. One day, before I was
born again of water and the Spirit, all of a sudden I
felt a fire burning in my chest and spreading down as
though paper was being burnt. When it reached the
bottom, it was too hot. I had athlete’s foot and the
fire devoured the infection. I was able to quit
smoking, something that I couldn’t do before, I felt
energized, my heart was overflowing with joy and
happiness, and whenever I saw anyone poor, sick, or
demon-possessed, I felt an urge to lay my hands on
him. And when I did lay my hands on them,
wondrous things did happen.
But do you suppose that this was really a gift of
the Lord? No, it was the work of the Devil. The Devil
is able to make people believe in Jesus, to do

wonders, and to even play the role of a false prophet.
However, the Devil prevents people from knowing
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and he makes it
impossible for them to discover the righteousness of
God that the Bible speaks of. So even as these people
believe in Jesus, they can never receive the remission
of sins.
As God loves us, He has made sure that we would
not be deceived by the Devil, and to this end He has
given us the gospel of the water and the Spirit. As
such, all of us should be truly grateful for this and
spread the gospel as soon and as far as possible. This
year, we finished translating the book on Revelation
and we are now revising another volume on the
Apostles’ Creed. Volume-wise, we are already
working on the third title. It’s September now, and
we have done this much in this year. Just a while ago
I was working on proofreading after the morning
worship service, and I wondered to myself, “I am so
tired of this. I wish there was some way to speed up
the work.” But there was so much to be corrected.
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God can do everything just by uttering His Word.
When He commanded to let there be sun, it came into
being, and when He commanded to let there be the
greater light and the lesser light, they came into being.
How wonderful would it be if, like God, everything
would be done just by saying one phrase, “Let there
be”? How marvelous would it be if all the sentences
are proofread when I say, “Let there be corrections”?
Is there anyone among you who has this power? But
even if I had received such power from God, and all
the work is completed just by saying, “Let the
manuscript be proofread,” it would not be personally
fulfilling to me. We have to do the work of God
within the ability that the Lord has given. Just like
the interior of Solomon’s couch was done with love
of the daughters of Jerusalem (Songs of Solomon
3:10), the work of God can be completed only by our
faithful labor. Although this work may seem slow to
us, in God’s sight, much progress has been made.
Our website is a good example; we recently began
updating the site, and it’s already 90 percent

complete.
My fellow believers, the world economy is
already at the verge of collapse. The oil crisis will
drive the whole global economy to its knees.
Advanced countries will be damaged more severely.
Although our country, South Korea, is said to be
prospering, in reality, its economic conditions are
very fragile. However, even if such things occur, I
am sure that God will bless His Church so that we
may continue to work with the God-given resources.
We should do the work of the gospel now, while
there still are peace and tranquility. If we really are
God’s servants, and if you really have such faith, it
would be only natural for us to desire to quench
God’s thirst. In other words, rather than causing
trouble to God and making Him grieve, we would all
want to work even more diligently than now to
quench His heart’s thirst, and if there anything that
God wants, we would all want to do His bidding.
We have plans to spread the first English title all
around the world within this year, and by no later
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than next year. As you know, the first English
volume is titled, Have You Truly Been Born Again of
Water and the Spirit? We will translate this book into
every language possible. I hope that with the
publication of these different translations, the gospel
of the water and the Spirit will be spread all over the
world. I also know that next year, we will be able to
achieve far more than this year, by a hundred- and a
thousand-fold. I am sure that our ministry will grow
even more in the future. The day will come when we
say, “Wow, so many books have been shipped! It’s
costing too much to provide paper back books; we
should substitute e-books for paper back books
entirely.” It’s my sincerest desire to spread the gospel
as soon and as far as possible. You have the same
desire also, right?
Since we are all colts, we might as well become
such colts that quench God’s thirst. Let us not
become wretched colts that are bound by people and
the world, living without any hope and completely
ignorant of the work of the Lord. The Lord said to

His disciples to loosen the tied colt and bring it to
Him. And He personally rode on its back. What does
this imply, my fellow believers? It means that if we
are bound by the world and tied to people, that is,
unless we are set free by faith when God demands us
to be free, we cannot be used by the Lord. If you
really are God’s worker, if you really believe that His
gospel is the Truth, and if your heart is stirred up by
the Holy Spirit to desire to serve the gospel of the
Lord, then you must set yourself free from the ties
that bind you no matter what they may be. You must
be completely freed from them. Only then can you be
used by God for His work. Remember this. Jesus
cannot ride any colt that’s tied down to someone else
even if He wants to.
You and I must devote all our lives to Christ. Do
you grasp this, sister Jinsook? Why are you so sully?
Did you not have dinner? Are you tired of my
sermon? I am just about done, and so you can smile
now. Lately my sermons have never gone beyond 9
PM. But if you keep getting tired, then I might
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preach until 9:30 PM. In the past, some of my
sermons used to last from 7 to 11 PM. In those days
our saints got so exhausted that they all went to the
toddler’s room and even lay down there. I am not
kidding you. There were times when Evangelist
Jungsoon Lee, who is now in Wonju, and brother
Sungjin Yoo got so exhausted from listening to my
sermon that they had to lie down in the baby quarter.
Even very composed people usually got wiped out by
the end of my sermon. Everyone got exhausted when
I preached for three hours, repeating the same thing
over and over.
But nowadays, it seems as though everyone knows
what my sermon is going to be about just by reading
the main Scripture passage. At the first sign of
boredom, some people even close their eyes and fall
asleep right away. Just by reading the main Scripture
passage, people know all about what I would preach
for the day. But what is the actual reality? The Word
of God is such that even though you may know it, it
is brought to life in your heart when you hear it again.

The Word is brought to new life in your heart. If you
are tired of the story of the colt, then I might tell you
about the story of the crying stones. With these
crying stones alone, I could preach for more than a
hundred hours. In the Bible, a stone often implies
faith. This then means that we are all these stones
that shout out the glory of the Lord.
Anyways, I wish the gospel of the water and the
Sprit would be spread as soon as possible. I hope it
will explode like a volcano. I am sure that this day
will come. Since we have sown the seed, I am
confident that sooner or later, sprouts will come out
and fruit will be born. This coming week, we’ll be
holding a revival meeting starting on Wednesday,
and I’ll preach about the Book of Revelation. I ask all
of you to attend the revival meeting, listen to the
Word of God, and obtain the godliness of your heart.
Knowledge, the truth, and the heart are all connected.
Just as the Lord said, “Faith comes from hearing,”
faith does indeed spring forth when you listen to the
Word.
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It is my sincerest hope and prayer before the Lord
that the gospel of the water and the Spirit would be
spread all across the whole world as soon as possible,
and that you and I would become such people who
quench God’s thirst. Do you also want this to
happen? I believe that God will work to ensure this.
Before closing, let us pray to God once more and
sing praises to Him. Thank you.
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Do You Have Hope for
The Millennial Kingdom?
< Luke 20:27-38 >
“Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that
there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked
Him, saying: ‘Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a
man’s brother dies, having a wife, and he dies
without children, his brother should take his wife
and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there
were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and
died without children. And the second took her as
wife, and he died childless. Then the third took
her, and in like manner the seven also; and they
left no children, and died. Last of all the woman
died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose
wife does she become? For all seven had her as
wife.’ Jesus answered and said to them, ‘The sons
of this age marry and are given in marriage. But

those who are counted worthy to attain that age,
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry
nor are given in marriage; nor can they die
anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are
sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. But
even Moses showed in the burning bush passage
that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord
‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.’ For He is not the God of the dead
but of the living, for all live to Him.’”

What Kind of Hope Do We Have? Is
There True Hope for the Righteous?
Many people living in this world today just live in
hopelessness. However, I want to speak through this
Word of God about the fact that we do not have
hopelessness. As beautiful flowers blossom in the
field after the storm has passed through, I believe the
Millennial Kingdom of our Lord will begin again at
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that time even when the world is destroyed. That is
why I who have such faith can always live with hope
for the Kingdom of Heaven.
Of course, for a while, I used to preach, “There
will be Advent of Jesus and the rapture. Therefore,
we must be born again. We must receive the
remission of sins.” I preached the gospel only in this
way because I had so many burdens in my heart. I
had so many burdens in my heart because the world
is becoming so gloomy. This world is in a state of
calm before the storm. You and I live in the midst of
the calm, the serenity that comes before the storm.
So many people of the world, the scientists,
philosophers, religious people, and the politicians
know that the future of the world is not bright. That
is why they are impatient and mortified as they live
in this world. People’s hearts are impatient and
frustrated like that because there truly is not any hope
in this world.
What is the reason the powerful countries are
enforcing policies forbidding weaker countries from

possessing nuclear weapons? They are worried that
such smaller countries would start a nuclear war if
they have nuclear weapons when earthquakes erupt,
and malnutrition and famines strike most of the
country. They make treaties, have talks, and also
implement economic sanctions in an attempt to
prevent the dangerous nuclear war because they
could see the obvious fact that the entire humankind
would be destroyed if the nuclear war erupted.
The economic situation will become even darker
in the future. And the future of the religious field is
not bright as well. The age of spiritual darkness will
really fall upon the world. Historians say that one
thousand years of the Middle Age was the age of
darkness. Actually, during the middle ages, there
were many instances of people being killed with false
charges as heresy or through witch-hunt. And in the
center of such treacherous deeds, there were always
religious leaders.
This era we live in now also can be called an era
of darkness like the Middle Age. However, we have a
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definite hope. The future of the world may seem dark,
but we will never be destroyed if we discover the
bright light that comes after the darkness. That is
because we know that our Lord will first bring us the
righteous back to life and fulfill the paradise of the
Millennial Kingdom when this world ends. That is
correct. Our Lord will return to the world and
resurrect the righteous and make them live for a
thousand years when the span of time given to this
world terminates. Therefore, you and I must look to
this hope based on the Lord. We would not have any
other hope for us if we did not understand this fact.
Many Christians have talked about the Millennial
Kingdom through the Scriptures, but few of them
actually pay much attention to the Millennial
Kingdom. They just thought, “I don’t think the
Millennial Kingdom will be established on this earth.
Would such Millennial Kingdom be possible when
the earth world will be destroyed if the nuclear war
erupts? There is only hopelessness for the people
who do not believe in the Millennial Kingdom.

However, we come to realize that the Millennial
Kingdom is possible even though it is difficult to
comprehend it with human thinking when we believe
in God who created the entire universe only with His
Word and believe in the power of such a God. No
matter how the world is becoming devastated and
contaminated, Our Lord can make all things of the
world new when He comes. “Let the entire world be
clean and worth living!” Once the Lord says so, the
world will become a paradise within an eye blink.
Therefore, believe it. You and I can definitely live in
this world with the Lord for a thousand years.

The End of the World Will Definitely
Come
And a thousand years of paradise on earth will
follow the end of the world. Then, what sort of things
will happen when the end of the world comes? First,
the righteous who have received the remission of sins
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and have been sleeping in the graves will come alive.
Moreover, we who are alive until then will also be
transformed at once and be raptured to the presence
of the Lord, who will come down from heaven. And
we will come down together with our Lord at the
time of His Advent and eventually live for a thousand
years together with the people who have not received
the mark and the people who have suffered their
martyrdom for faith. The Scriptures say such things
to us. Our Lord asks us to pray, “Your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
(Matthew 6:10). Just by looking at the Lord’s Prayer,
we could understand that it is only natural for us who
have received the remission of sins to go live in the
Kingdom of Heaven
However, it is difficult for us to live with hope
even though we clearly believe in going to the
Kingdom of God because we belong to this world
now. It means that it is difficult for us to have hope
for Heaven when we look at the world that is almost
at the end of its span. However, we must hold fast to

God’s Word especially during these times. We must
think the Word of God is more important than our
thinking or the circumstance of the world. God
promised that He would resurrect the righteous,
recreate the Garden of Eden that existed at the
beginning of the world, and make the righteous live
happily as kings for a thousand years. That is the
promise God Almighty has made to you and me.
God who promised, “I will blot out all your sins. I
will make a virgin give birth to the Child. I will send
you the Messiah,” and He indeed sent the Messiah to
this world according to His promise. So our Lord
came to this world. And the Lord who came like that
blotted out all our sins. God also promised to
resurrect us and make us as happy as kings for a
thousand years in this world. We must accept and
believe the Word since our Lord God promised this
to us.
Today, I want to share with you the Word about
the resurrection of the saints and the Millennial
Kingdom the Lord has promised. Let’s look at the
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Word first. When we look at the Word from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 20 verses 27 to 38 that we
have read, it says that some of the Sadducees who
claimed that there was no such a thing as resurrection
came and asked to Jesus. They asked, “Teacher,
Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies,
having a wife, and he dies without children, his
brother should take his wife and raise up offspring
for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. And
the first took a wife, and died without children. And
the second took her as wife, and he died childless.
Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven
also; and they left no children, and died. Last of all
the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection,
whose wife does she become? For all seven had her
as wife.”
Here, we must first understand the tradition of the
Israeli people at the time to understand this Word
clearly. Israeli people at the time had a custom that
when an eldest son got married and died without
having a son, his brother took the deceased brother’s

wife as his wife and had children. They had such a
custom to give birth to children to succeed the
deceased brother. Moreover, the Sadducees who
asked such question to Jesus were politicians during
that time. They were people who did not believe in
the resurrection although they believed in God. They
were people who claimed that humans could not be
resurrected again and that everything would be the
end once they died. Therefore, they asked, “Jesus,
you say there is resurrection and you say that you
will bring the dead back to life again. Then, when the
person who had six brothers and the woman who had
been their wife in turn resurrect again along with the
seven brothers, whose wife would she be?”
Let’s reorganize this story first. The eldest of the
seven brothers was married and died without having
a son. And the wife of the eldest brother lived with
the other six brothers in turn for the same reason.
Then, whose wife would she be at the time of
resurrection? That is the question some Sadducees
presented to Jesus. That is such a difficult question.
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This was a difficult question that was presented
deliberately to make Jesus embarrassed by a person
who thought there is no resurrection. However, even
for such a question, Jesus answered with the clear
Word of Truth. Let’s look at the Word together. The
Lord says, “The sons of this age marry and are given
in marriage. But those who are counted worthy to
attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead,
neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor can
they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels
and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”
What does the resurrection mean here? It means
“to be brought back to life again.” A person who was
dead once coming alive is the resurrection. When
they are resurrected, they attain the equal nature as
the angels as the sons of God. It means that there is
no such miserable thing as death as well as human
relationships like marriage. It means they become
beings that attain new joy as sons of God, this joy is
different from the fleshly one. To the people who
thought there is no resurrection, our Lord said, “I am

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob. God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living.”

Our Body Will Be Brought Back to
Life Again
What is the meaning of the passage, “God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living”? If our body
did not come alive after dying, then, our God would
have been the God of the dead. However, He said
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.
Hence, we are the resurrected ones who have been
brought back to life before the presence of God. In
the eyes of our God who is the God of the living, we
all the born-again are people who have come alive
again. What is the reason? He said there is no death
before the presence of God because God is the basis
of life and because He is God who gives new life to
all the people.
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Therefore, God describes the physical death of
humans as sleeping. The Scriptures do not use the
word “dead” often. It just says, “Someone is
sleeping.” Even in the Old Testament, God said that
he is the God of the living. Should we examine the
account for a moment? When Moses was walking in
the wilderness, he saw a thorny bush burning.
However, the strange thing was that the tree was
okay. The tree stood unscathed even though bush
continued to burn. Moses was amazed at the sight
and went there to look at it more closely. Then,
Moses heard the voice of God, “Take your sandals
off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy
ground. I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.” God appeared Himself in the
midst of the thorny bush.
Even here, our God said that He is the God of the
living. However, when we really look at it, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob that God spoke of were all dead
people. Even so, God said, “I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. I

am always the God of the living.” Then, what is the
true meaning of this Word? The people that we
thought were dead are not actually dead, but just
sleeping, in the eyes of God. God’s Word means, “I
am your God and the God of those who are alive now.
Those who have died in this world are sleeping.
Therefore, I am always the God of the living.”
To the question of the Sadducees who did not
believe in the resurrection, our Lord said, “God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living.” Then, what
should God do with us in order to be the God of the
living? It means He must bring us back to life. That
is correct. God can be the God of the living only if
God resurrects our body and all the bodies of the
people who have lived and died before us.
Do you believe that our God will bring back to life
those righteous saints who have been born again
before us and died before us and are in the grave
now? Do you believe that when our Lord returns to
this world again, when there will be rapture, our Lord
will resurrect those who are in the grave and line
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them up before us who are alive and take them up to
the air first? The Apostle Paul says in the First Book
of Thessalonians chapter 4, “For this we say to you
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means
precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1
Thessalonians 4:15-17). God said that He would
resurrect and lift up those who are sleeping first and
also transform the bodies of us the alive and take us
up, too. It means that our Lord will change us into the
eternal beings while He will bring the dead saints
back to life again as well. Do you believe in the
meaning of this resurrection? Do you believe that
Jesus has been resurrected? That is right. We
definitely believe in the resurrection of Jesus.

The life of Jesus is our life. The resurrection of
Jesus is our resurrection. The death of Jesus was our
death; the baptism of Jesus was our baptism; the
penalty of the Cross Jesus suffered was for our
penalty; and the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
three days after His death means our resurrection. Do
you believe this? The resurrection of Jesus was our
resurrection. We will first confirm whether we
believe in such meaning of resurrection or not, and
then talk specifically about the meaning of the
resurrection that appears in the Scriptures.
Do you believe in the resurrection? There clearly
is resurrection. When the end of the world comes and
if I am still alive at that time, I believe God will take
me up like Elijah went up to Heaven on a chariot of
fire after being transformed without experiencing
death, and also like Enoch who was lifted up to
Heaven after walking along with God. I believe God
will transform me to the perfect and holy body like
that of Elijah and Enoch, that is, a sacred body which
is not limited by time and space, can go anywhere,
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does not become sick, and is not limited by anything,
and take me up to the Kingdom of Heaven with all
the righteous people who are born again.
Our Lord will return when the end of the world
comes. The Second Advent of Christ will definitely
come. We can definitely believe this fact because our
Lord has been resurrected after dying on the Cross. It
means that you and I also come alive as the Lord was
resurrected to bring us back to life. We definitely
would have had to die eternally if Jesus had not been
resurrected from the dead. Do you understand this?
Let’s read the Word from the First Book of
Corinthians chapter 15 to help our understanding of
our resurrection. It says, “Now if Christ is preached
that He has been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrection of the
dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then our
preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes,
and we are found false witnesses of God, because we
have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom

He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise.
For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen.
And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are
still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and
has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15: 12-20). As the Word
states here, Jesus Christ was resurrected from death.
Jesus Christ came alive from the dead like this and
became the first fruit of those who are sleeping.

Jesus Christ Carried the Sins of the
World in Our Place by Receiving
Baptism, Dying on the Cross, and
Being Resurrected from the Dead
Jesus was resurrected like that. Through that
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resurrection, He suffered the physical death and
became the first fruit of all those who will be
resurrected. Enoch and Elijah in the Old Testament
were not resurrected from death. They were raptured.
God took them to the Kingdom of God perfectly
without having them experiencing their physical
death. However, God made His own Son Jesus
experience death in this world. It means that our
Jesus Christ is the first One who was resurrected
from death after suffering the physical death. Jesus
was resurrected from death. Do you believe Jesus
was resurrected from the dead? You and I will be
resurrected the same way Jesus was resurrected if we
have such faith. Do you believe in this fact? We will
be brought back to life just like Jesus.
Then, let’s study the order of the resurrection
through the Word from the First Book of Corinthians
chapter 15 verses 20 to 25. It says, “But now Christ
is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits
of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of

the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive. But each one in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are
Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He
delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He
puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.
For He must reign till He has put all enemies under
His feet.” Amen. Our Lord spoke of the order of the
resurrection in the verse 23, “But each one in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are
Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He
delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He
puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.”
Then, who is the first fruit of the resurrection?
Like the lyrics from a hymn that goes, “♬He arose!
♪He arose! ♪Halleluiah! ♬Christ arose!” The first
fruit of the resurrection is Jesus Christ who suffered
the physical death and was resurrected from death for
the first time.
And it says the second is the people who are His
at the time of His coming, the Advent of Christ. Here,
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‘His coming’ means God descending to this world
again. Moreover, our Lord will definitely perform the
rapture at the time of His Advent. That is, there will
be people who belong to God when He descends to
the world, those who will be lifted up, and they are
none other than the righteous. Above passage does
not have the words “the righteous,” but we know
through verse 24 that they refer to the righteous.
God said the first fruit of resurrection is Jesus.
And when God the first fruit of resurrection returns,
He will rapture us. “Those who are Christ’s” refer to
the people who have been born again. And, “Then
comes the end” means that God will resurrect the
people who will receive the judgment after the
rapture of the born-again. The Book of Revelation in
the New Testament also records such things. It means
that there will be a time lag between the resurrection
of the righteous and the resurrection of the ungodly.
It says that Jesus Christ will resurrect the righteous
when He comes again, and that He will bring the
unjust back to life when the Millennial Kingdom is

over.
Let’s look at that Word together to confirm this
fact through the Word from the Book of Revelation
chapter 20 verses 4 to 6: “And I saw thrones, and
they sat on them, and judgment was committed to
them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word
of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his
image, and had not received his mark on their
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the rest
of the dead did not live again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” Amen.
That is correct. The order of resurrection is as
follows. First is Jesus Christ; the second is the people
who are His at the time of Jesus’ Advent; and the
third is the unjust people who are to receive the
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judgment. Then, what is the time lag between the
resurrection of the righteous and the resurrection of
the unjust? It is exactly one thousand years. The
Word above says, “And they lived and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead
did not live again until the thousand years were
finished.”
There is a similar Word in the Gospel of John also.
Let’s look at the Word from the Gospel of John
chapter 5 verses 24 to 29: “Most assuredly, I say to
you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most
assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now
is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father
has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have
life in Himself, and has given Him authority to
execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.
Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice

and come forth—those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to
the resurrection of condemnation.”
This passage clarifies that there will be two
different resurrections: “Those who have done good,
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation” (John
5:29). This Word means that those who have done
righteous deeds, that is, the righteous people, will
receive eternal grace and eternal happiness through
resurrection. On the other hand, the people who have
done evil, that is, the unjust, will not be resurrected
until after the righteous rule as kings for a thousand
years. The Book of the Revelation shows this fact
clearly, saying, “And I saw thrones, and they sat on
them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had
not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
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thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live
again until the thousand years were finished. This is
the first resurrection” (Revelation 20:4-5). The
righteous and the unjust will all be resurrected alike,
but there is a clear time lag between the two, and
consequences of their resurrections will greatly differ
from each other. The righteous will be resurrected
one thousand years prior to the unjust. Moreover, the
death will not receive the authority to rule over the
righteous and the righteous will become the priests of
God and Christ and receive the blessing of ruling as
kings along with Jesus for a thousand years.
Do you have the witness of Jesus? Do you have
the faith in your heart that Jesus is definitely your
Savior? I am sure you do. You and I have such faith.
However, there is no such witness in the hearts of the
people who do not know the Lord’s gospel, people
who do not know the Word of God and the Truth. It
means that they do not have the witness of Jesus (1
John 5:10). We can make a clear distinction with this.
The people who have the witness of Jesus, the people

who have not received the mark of the beast at the
time of tribulation and the people who will suffer
their martyrdom during the tribulation will be
resurrected one thousand years prior to the unjust.
And they will rule over the world with Christ for a
thousand years.
The people who have the witness of Christ will
live in this world as kings for a thousand years. On
the other hand, rest of the people who do not have the
witness of Jesus Christ cannot be brought back to life
during the Millennial Kingdom. The wicked people
who have not been born again can never be brought
back to life for the thousand years. It says, “Those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation” (John 5:29). They are both
resurrections, but the consequences between the two
are so different. We will come alive to rule as kings
for a thousand years. We are suffering now for that
day.
Why would the Millennial Kingdom be needed in
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this world? Why would our Lord construct the
Millennial Kingdom on this world? It is to reward
you and me who would receive suffering after
receiving the remission of sins and being born again.
God is telling us His suffering children, “You have
suffered much in this world. Therefore, come and
live in here.” God gives such reward to all of us. God
will not neglect even one person.
What kind of Paradise would it be if God
discriminated between individuals? Heavenly
Paradise does not have rank and class. God said that
He would give us all the same reward for the hard
work we have done for Him and wipe away all the
tears. This means that God will resurrect the
righteous who are asleep and reward them for all
their hard work by making all things of the world
new for a thousand years. It means that God will
reward them. Do you understand this?
After the thousand years of rewarding us passes,
He will resurrect the wicked, too. God will resurrect
them also and then judge them from the white throne

at this time. Then, God will send the righteous whose
names are recorded in the Book of Life to the eternal
Kingdom of God, and the sinners whose names are
not written in it will be sent into the eternal fire of
hell. Such judgment of God is eternal. God will bring
down the eternal judgment as Jesus Christ lives
eternally.
The Lord speaks to us, “Humans must be born
twice. They must be born again. They must believe in
Me twice; once as sinners, once as the born-again
saints. They must receive new life, the eternal life, by
receiving the remission of sins.” Jesus is saying to us
like that. God is telling twice to us all human beings.
Therefore, you and I must definitely be born twice.
The righteous who are born twice will be resurrected
one thousand years earlier than the wicked who are
not born again. And we, the righteous, will live as
kings in the new world for a thousand years after the
resurrection. I want you to understand this clearly.
When this dark world ends, the resurrection of the
righteous will occur. Do you understand this?
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Through the Word from today’s Scripture passage,
the Lord said that there is definitely a time lag
between the resurrection of the righteous and the
sinners. The Apostle Paul also recorded in the First
Book of Corinthians chapter 15, “Christ the
firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His
coming. Then comes the end.”
You and I definitely need the Heavenly Paradise.
What would happen if there were no such Paradise in
this world? Everyone would doubt, “What would
happen if there was no Paradise? Why should I
believe in Christ with such hardship? Why do people
receive hardship after believing in Jesus? Why do
people receive persecution after believing in Jesus?”
You and I are not fools. If there were no Heavenly
Paradise in the world, or if everyone were to go to
Heaven whether he believed in Jesus or not, then we
would not need to believe in the Lord, join together
with the Church, or even suffer for the Lord.
However, what is the truth? The truth is that we go to
Heaven only when we know and believe in the

righteousness of Jesus. Do you believe in this fact?
No one would witness or accept the gospel of the
water and the Spirit if no one believed in this fact.
Why would we suffer such hardship if there were no
Heaven? Of course, we should do such things as the
upright thing to do, but why would we need to do all
that? However, I, as the one preaching this gospel of
the water and the Spirit, am so happy at this moment.
I am happy even though I am disrespected and
persecuted and rejected by people of the world
because I believe that I will be rewarded when the
Lord comes again. It is because I am waiting for the
reward of being resurrected and going to Heaven.

Our Lord Will Really Give Us the
Reward
The Lord said clearly, “I will give you the
authority to rule over ten cities.” And He also said, “I
will make you rule in this Paradise on earth for a
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thousand years as a king.” There will be many people
living in this world at the time of the Lord’s return.
They will all become our people. Of course, we will
not have bad feelings toward them. We will not have
such feeling because our Lord will lock up the Devil
for that time. However, it is clear that the people who
have been transformed into spiritual bodies will live
together with the people who are in the regular
human body. God said that He would cast the Devil
into the bottomless pit for a thousand years because
the Devil brings sin. And we will live in this world as
kings for a thousand years.
We who have been born again will participate in
the first resurrection. Who would participate in the
first resurrection except us? God is telling us clearly
that we are the blessed who will participate in the
first resurrection. God said that He will resurrect the
people who have the witness of Jesus in the second
along with the people who have been martyred for
Jesus Christ and the people who have not received
the mark, and He will resurrect the wicked lastly. It

means that God will clearly divide the resurrection of
the righteous and the resurrection of the wicked.
Our Lord said that He would never abrogate the
things He has spoken. Since the Lord has said
personally, the resurrection of us the righteous will
clearly occur one thousand years before the
resurrection of the wicked. Moreover, the purpose of
the two resurrections itself is different. The righteous
are resurrected to receive Heaven which God has
promised as inheritance, but the wicked are
resurrected to receive God’s condemnation. Do you
understand this difference clearly? Do you believe in
this Word?
Beloved saints, we will definitely come alive.
Therefore, we must live in the midst of that hope. We
are people who will never be destroyed even if this
world is destroyed. We will not perish even if the
world is finished. Even if the curtains come down on
the world, the Lord will come to this world and rule
as the King. He will rule as the King along with the
people who are His own people. On the other hand,
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the people who are not His will be resurrected after
the Millennial Kingdom and be cast into the eternal
lake of fire and brimstone. The Devil will be there
along with all those who worshipped and followed
the Devil. However, the people who believed in and
followed the Lord Jesus will go to Him during the
Millennial Kingdom and also accompany Him to the
Kingdom of God. That is the truth about the
Millennial Kingdom. Do you understand?
This world is really distressing. It would have
been even more distressing if Jesus Christ had not
been resurrected from death. However, Jesus Christ
was clearly resurrected from death. Therefore, the
resurrected Lord will bring us back to life, too. We
would be the most pitiful people if we were not going
to be resurrected. Really, how horrible it would be if
were not going to be resurrected? Then, I would not
be able to have hope before the presence of God. If
there were no Millennial Kingdom, if there were no
Paradise on this world, I could not be discouraged
even though I believed in Jesus and I would think

that there was no need to preach the gospel ever
again. Why would I preach the gospel if that was the
case? We should all quit witnessing the gospel if
there were no Paradise on this earth for us.
However, we have hope because the Millennial
Kingdom is waiting for us. And we must definitely
witness this gospel to other people. We must witness,
“You will definitely be resurrected if you believe in
Jesus properly. You will definitely come alive. If you
believe in Jesus Christ and receive the remission of
sins, then you will definitely face the resurrection of
the righteous even after dying physically. You will
receive a new life like that, rule over the world as a
king, go to the Kingdom of Heaven, and live there
forever. However, you will be resurrected and be cast
into the eternal fire unless you believe in Jesus
Christ.” We must preach the truth of resurrection to
many souls. I am saying that we must witness to all
the people that there is resurrection.
What actually is the most important thing in
Christianity? The first is the remission of sins and the
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second is the resurrection of coming alive from death.
The way of Christianity is the way of resurrection.
The way of Christianity is that the dead life, dead
heart, and dead body come alive again. That is the
way of following God. That is the way of believing
God.
We have witnessed the gospel of the Lord until
now. And what instruction should we preach
especially in this era? We must witness the way of
the resurrection. We must preach, “We will come
alive even if the world comes to an end. We who
have received the remission of sins will live in the
Millennial Kingdom after being resurrected.” Our
Lord talked of the way of resurrection many times.
And all the disciples of Jesus also preached the way
of resurrection. The Apostle Paul, John, and all the
servants of God witnessed the way of resurrection.
Put differently, they witnessed that Jesus Christ was
resurrected from death. They witnessed the way of
resurrection with faith. Then, shouldn’t we also
preach the way of resurrection in this era? We must

preach the way of resurrection, the truth that all the
people will be resurrected.
What is a matter of primary concern for the people
of the world? It is living forever, that is, resurrecting
from death. The biggest concern for all humankind is
“Is it possible to avoid death?” However, there is a
way to avoid death. There is one and only way. It is
to believe in Jesus Christ, the way of resurrection.
That is correct. If we believe in Jesus Christ, we can
be resurrected one thousand years prior to the wicked,
live happily and wonderfully, go to the next life of
eternal Heaven, and enjoy eternal life forever. That is
the way of resurrection. Therefore, we must preach
this way of resurrection to all the people of the world.
We must witness the way of the resurrection. We
must witness the way of resurrection, not anything
else. We must witness the way of resurrection along
with the gospel. Hence, we must make people have
the hope of resurrection like that.
You and I must not become hopeless in our hearts
even though we see the politics, economy, and the
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religions of the world changing hopelessly. We must
believe that our Lord will resurrect us when the dark
world comes to an end. Furthermore, we must
believe the Lord will renew the universe and make
you and I live in such Paradise that a poisonous
serpent would not even bite us even if we put our
hands in its den. I want you to always believe in this
fact.
When we live in the Paradise on this world after
being resurrected, we will meet Abraham and the
robber who were promised entry into the Paradise by
believing in Jesus Christ when he was nailed on the
right of Jesus Christ. Do you understand? The
Paradise on earth is a little different from the
Kingdom of Heaven. The Paradise on earth is the
Millennial Kingdom the Lord has promised to us. We
will meet all the righteous people at the time the Lord
resurrects us. We will meet Paul the Apostle and we
will also meet the Apostle John. We will meet them
and receive the reward the Lord gives for a thousand
years, rule as kings along with them, and live

peacefully without the Devil. We will live like that
with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we must live with such hope. It does
not mean our lives also come to an end just because
the end of the world comes. I mean that is not the end
for our souls and our bodies. Jesus Christ will come
to this world again when this world ends. We will
reign as kings and enjoy new life eternally for a
thousand years thanks to the King of kings, Jesus
Christ. Therefore, let’s become saints who witness
the gospel of the Lord and serve and follow the Lord
in the midst of our hope.
I sincerely believe in this providence of
resurrection. I praise our Lord. I give sincere thanks
to our Lord who has given such hope to us, the
righteous. Those who have received the remission of
sins actually would have become the most pitiful
people in the world if the Lord did not keep this
promise of resurrection and if He did not record the
promise of the Millennial Kingdom in the Book of
Revelation. If it had been the case, the people who
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have received the remission of sins would have had
to always endure the world with only the remote
hope of the Kingdom of Heaven.
However, our Lord will return to this world and
renew all things of the universe. Moreover, the Lord
will rule as the King in the Paradise on this world
that He has recreated, and also give such authority to
you and me who believe in the Lord. I give thanks to
our Lord who will allow us to live in the Paradise on
this world.
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Believe in the Word of
God’s Righteousness
< Luke 21:5-38 >
“Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was
adorned with beautiful stones and donations, He
said, ‘These things which you see—the days will
come in which not one stone shall be left upon
another that shall not be thrown down.’ So they
asked Him, saying, ‘Teacher, but when will these
things be? And what sign will there be when these
things are about to take place?’ And He said:
‘Take heed that you not be deceived. For many
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and,
‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go
after them. But when you hear of wars and
commotions, do not be terrified; for these things
must come to pass first, but the end will not come
immediately.’ Then He said to them, ‘Nation will

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
And there will be great earthquakes in various
places, and famines and pestilences; and there will
be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. But
before all these things, they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the
synagogues and prisons. You will be brought
before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it
will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony.
Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate
beforehand on what you will answer; for I will
give you a mouth and wisdom which all your
adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.
You will be betrayed even by parents and
brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put
some of you to death. And you will be hated by all
for My name’s sake. But not a hair of your head
shall be lost. By your patience possess your souls.
But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its desolation is near. Then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains,
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let those who are in the midst of her depart, and
let not those who are in the country enter her. For
these are the days of vengeance, that all things
which are written may be fulfilled. But woe to
those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! For there will be
great distress in the land and wrath upon this
people. And they will fall by the edge of the sword,
and be led away captive into all nations. And
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. And there will
be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars;
and on the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men’s
hearts failing them from fear and the expectation
of those things which are coming on the earth, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draws near.’

Then He spoke to them a parable: ‘Look at the fig
tree, and all the trees. When they are already
budding, you see and know for yourselves that
summer is now near. So you also, when you see
these things happening, know that the kingdom of
God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all
things take place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no means pass away.
But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be
weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and that Day come on you
unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all
those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may
be counted worthy to escape all these things that
will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man.’ And in the daytime He was teaching in the
temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the
mountain called Olivet. Then early in the morning
all the people came to Him in the temple to hear
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Him.”

What Should We Believe?
How have you been, everyone? Christmas is
around the corner. After the Christmas passes, we
will also have a worship service on the New Year’s
Eve to close out this year. Then, another year will
have passed and we will greet a new year. I feel a
little sentimental as I think that a year has gone by as
if it was one night. Time went by so fast as we ran
about here and there doing God’s work that we are
already facing the end of the year. I think the year
will go by even faster next year. And the year after
next year will go by faster than that, and the
following year will go by even faster. I believe we
will meet the Lord soon as time passes by so fast like
that. As we look back on this year, we have
accomplished many things and we were busy with
many things, but, anyway, the time has gone by too

fast.
Today, we will study about the righteousness of
God that appears in today’s Scripture passage.
Here, our Lord looked at the Temple of Jerusalem
that the Israelites had decorated beautifully at that
time and said, “Not one stone shall be left upon
another that shall not be thrown down.” Then, the
disciples asked, “Teacher, but when will these things
be? And what sign will there be when these things
are about to take place?” Jesus replied, “For many
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The
time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.
But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not
be terrified; for these things must come to pass first,
but the end will not come immediately.”
The Lord tells us something very important here;
so, let’s look at the Word again. Let’s read from the
Gospel of Luke chapter 21 verses 10 to 15. “Then He
said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be great
earthquakes in various places, and famines and
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pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great
signs from heaven. But before all these things, they
will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You
will be brought before kings and rulers for My
name’s sake. But it will turn out for you as an
occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your
hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will
answer; for I will give you a mouth and wisdom
which all your adversaries will not be able to
contradict or resist.’”
The disciples of Jesus and the people there asked
Jesus, “When will the Temple of Jerusalem
collapse?” They were actually asking, “How could
such a beautiful Temple made of marbles, the
building that was beautifully constructed with the
offering given by so many people, collapse like
that?” Then the Lord replied that the Temple will
surely be destroyed, and He taught them what will
happen at the end of the world. This is what the Lord
said, “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many

will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The
time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after
them.”
Let’s summarize the Word of the Lord concerning
the end times. The Lord says, “But when you hear of
wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these
things must come to pass first, but the end will not
come immediately. Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be
great earthquakes in various places, and famines and
pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great
signs from heaven. But before all these things, they
will arrest you to persecute you, delivering you up to
the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought
before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it
will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony.
Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate
beforehand on what you will answer; for I and the
Holy Spirit in you will give you a mouth and wisdom
which all your adversaries will not be able to
contradict or resist.” I know that the Lord said all
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such things to give us all things you and I will need
when such days come.
Anyway, the Lord was saying, “Before all these
terrible sights and great signs from heaven, before the
plagues of the seven bowls pour on this world and
destroy this world, you will surely receive
persecution for My name’s sake.” And He also said,
“You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you
to death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s
sake. When such things happen, you will be brought
before the judges who have not been born again.
Nonetheless, you will witness who Jesus Christ is.
And not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your
patience possess your souls.”
We must pay attention to the Word of God that
says “By your patience possess your souls.” The
Lord said that the saints who have been born again
would be brought before the rulers of the world
during the tribulation and be tried. At that time, the
Lord would give us the eloquence of speech to

confront them, but the point is that we would suffer
these things at the hands of our family members and
friends. This will happen for sure because the Lord
said this. Such days will definitely come.

However, the Lord Said, “By Your
Patience Possess Your Souls”
We must perceive that the destruction of the world
has drawn near when we experience such things. We
must acknowledge that we can receive the Millennial
Kingdom and the eternal Kingdom that the Lord has
promised to give us Christians by enduring today’s
pain with faith. Therefore, you and I never need to
fear just because the destruction of the world is
coming. We must not be afraid. There might be some
people who think, “It’s difficult enough for us to
endure now. How terrible will it be in the future? I
wish Pastor Jong does not talk about such things any
more. Things will turn out as the Bible says, but, I
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wish he will not speak about such fearful things.”
However, every sermon that I deliver to you is for
your profit. You wouldn’t know what to do if you
actually faced that day without having heard this kind
of sermon beforehand. I mean that you might even
receive the mark of the beast on your hand or on your
forehead, and surrender to Satan the Devil when that
time comes if you do not hear this kind of sermon
and do not think about such Words ahead of time and
do not know what to do. Only when you hear this
Word and grasp it in your heart by faith beforehand,
you can fight against the persecutors at that time
because the Holy Spirit in your heart can give you
the things to say according to your faith. And I also
believe the Holy Spirit in our hearts will give us
strength and faith to endure the persecution and give
us new hope. Therefore, do not be afraid. When that
day comes, I believe that the courage given by the
Lord will be planted in our hearts.
However, our hearts are saddened to read in
today’s Scripture passage that even our fleshly

parents and our close friends will do the work of
giving us up to the authorities. Our hearts will be hurt
very much when that happens. However, when we
receive such persecution, I believe the Lord will
make us endure the trials and give us the Millennial
Kingdom and the eternal Kingdom of a new heaven
and a new earth to us the saved. This Word tells us
that the day we will receive the Millennial Kingdom
and the eternal Kingdom as a gift has drawn near as
we have received the remission of sins as a gift.
Therefore, I wish you to not be fearful even when
you face terrible things. The Holy Spirit will give us
strength to overcome the tribulations. The Holy Spirit
is in the hearts of the people who have received the
remission of sins. Therefore, the Holy Spirit in our
hearts makes us accept the Word of the Truth when
we hear it. The Holy Spirit makes us profess, “That’s
correct,” whenever we are told the Word of God. Our
hearts are drenched in God’s Word by the Holy Spirit
and He makes us believe in the Word. Therefore, we
can become the children of God and His people only

◄

CONTENTS

►

109

Believe in the Word of God’s Righteousness

when we have the Holy Spirit. We never need to be
afraid even when the end of the world comes because
the Holy Spirit in our hearts will help us to do all our
works, give us the strength, and give us perseverance
to endure and bear the pain.
However, honestly speaking, you and I cannot but
have fear in our hearts when we hear such terrible
things. We can see some scenes of people being
tortured when we look at some movies or dramas on
TV. Have you seen a scene where a person is seated
on a chair and they use two rods for a leg-screw
torture? I don’t know how it feels precisely, but it
must be so painful. The leg bones must be broken to
pieces when they do that. I sometimes think how
painful we will feel when we receive such torture. I
heard that Japanese police had pressed in sharp
pieces of bamboo sticks underneath the fingernail
when they tortured Korean patriotic fighters to attain
a confession and I shudder at the thought of what I
would do when I receive such torture. Maybe there
are some people who think, “I know I would betray

the Lord on that day. Therefore, I might as well go
there right away and receive the mark of Satan. I will
receive the mark voluntarily.”
However, do not worry about that. When that day
comes, the Holy Spirit in our hearts will take hold of
all our hearts, thinking, will, and intellect and take
control of our behaviors. At that time, we will not
even speak according to our will, but the Holy Spirit
will give us the things to say amazingly, even correct
stuttering, and give us strength to overcome it. We
must believe that. It does not matter whether we have
abilities or not. The Holy Spirit will definitely give
the strength to overcome such hardship to anyone
who has the Holy Spirit in his or her hearts. I want
you to definitely believe this fact. Do not worry
about anything.

The Lord Tells Us to Believe in Him
The Lord said, “Let not your heart be troubled;
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you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also” (John 14:1-4). And He also
said, “And I will pray the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may abide with you
forever— the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will
be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to
you” (John 14:16-18).
Therefore, do not let your heart be troubled with
anything. What you have to do is just to hear the
Word of God and believe it, and the Holy Spirit does
the rest. The things we can do with our human body
are limited, but the Holy Spirit does things we cannot
do. The Lord once said to His disciples, “With men it
is impossible, but not with God; for with God all
things are possible” (Mark 10:27).

Therefore, we should not be fearful. Instead, we
just have to believe in the Word of our Lord that says,
“For I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all
your adversaries will not be able to contradict or
resist.” He will definitely give such abilities to us.
We do not have to be afraid then, right?
However, the people who do not have the Holy
Spirit will surely be fearful when the last days come.
What would happen to Christian sinners who say, “I
believe, Lord” whenever they pray, show off their
big church buildings, and insist that they are the
orthodox denomination? What would happen to
people who say, “I am a deacon,” “I am an anointed
deacon,” “I am a pastor,” “I am the president of the
denomination,” and “I am a bishop”? Such religious
people don’t have the Holy Spirit in their hearts even
though they say they profess Christianity. And they
are people who have not received the remission of
sins in their hearts. Such people will have fear in
their hearts when the last days come. Their hearts
will burn up without anything left because of their
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torments. I believe that their hearts will burn up and
go into the inferno of the dark and hot hell.
However, people who have the Holy Spirit in their
hearts will never be like that. A child can forget
about his or her parents, but how could parents forget
about their child? The Lord said, “If human beings
are like that, how could I, the Lord God, forget about
you?” Therefore, I do not want you to be fearful. You
do not need to be fearful. If you believe in this Word,
you just need to acknowledge that such time will
actually come and just say “yes” to God’s Word. We
have nothing else to do but always say “yes” in
Christ (2 Corinthians 1:19-20). What more could we
humans say to God when the Word tells us like that
and when the Lord said such things and planned such
things? If the Lord says that is what He will do, then
all we have to do is just obey and say, “Yes, we will
follow You.” Since the Lord said He would give us
courage through the Holy Spirit, we cannot but say
“yes” and believe in His promise. Therefore, let your
heart not be troubled and let’s just have faith in our

hearts.
We will look at the Word from the Gospel of Luke
chapter 21 verses 20 to 28: The Lord continues, “But
when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
know that its desolation is near. Then let those who
are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are
in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are
in the country enter her. For these are the days of
vengeance, that all things which are written may be
fulfilled. But woe to those who are pregnant and to
those who are nursing babies in those days! For
there will be great distress in the land and wrath
upon this people. And they will fall by the edge of the
sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ‘And there will be
signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea
and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them
from fear and the expectation of those things which
are coming on the earth, for the powers of the
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heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to happen, look up and
lift up your heads, because your redemption draws
near.”
Here, the Lord said especially, “But when you see
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its
desolation is near.” This is the part our Lord said in
connecting the present reality with the things that
would happen in the future. Actually, the Kingdom
of Israel was totally destroyed right after the fall of
Jerusalem by the Roman General Titus in AD 70. It
is recorded here that there will be woe to those who
are pregnant and those who are nursing babies in
those days, and this Word spoken by the Lord was
actually a Word of prophecy. What happened after
the Lord Himself died on the Cross and ascended to
Heaven after being resurrected from death? Such
prophecy of the Lord actually was fulfilled. The
Word He said actually was fulfilled exactly as He
said, “And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and

be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem
will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.” Actually, as the Lord said, the
Israeli people dispersed throughout the whole world,
became slaves, or killed during the second half of the
1st century.
And the Lord said, in the future, “And there will
be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and
on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring.” He said it would happen
exactly according to His Word. He said the stars will
be shaken; abnormal things will happen in the world
of stars; and this world will be destroyed; and people
will fall in a faint just thinking about it. He said that
we would be able to see His coming then.
The Lord also said through the parable of the fig
tree that we should know that the redemption of the
Lord is near when such things happen in Israel. The
Lord said, “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.
When they are already budding, you see and know
for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also,
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when you see these things happening, know that the
kingdom of God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all things
take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My
words will by no means pass away” (Luke 21:29-33).
This passage was spoken to the people of Israel. This
is the Word telling us to know that the time of the
Lord’s coming has drawn near when the destroyed
Israel is reconstructed and becomes strong again just
like the fig trees budding when summer is near.
However, the world will end when Israel is
attacked once again and it is completely destroyed. It
means that the world will end at the same time Israel
is destroyed. Israeli people will receive the remission
of sins amid the tribulation of war by believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. The only thing we
could say at that time is, “Everything is happening
according to God’s Word. Amen.”
As such, we cannot but believe the Word as it is
since the Lord spoke about the things that will
happen at the end. Furthermore, the Lord told us how

we should live in such circumstance. It is written in
verses from 34 to 36, “But take heed to yourselves,
lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day
come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a
snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you
may be counted worthy to escape all these things that
will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man.” That is correct. The Lord told you and me to
beware of such things and take care of ourselves. He
said that we would otherwise fall into carousing,
drunkenness, cares of this life, and live without
knowing the Day of the Lord’s coming and then face
much suffering.

Lessons from This Passage about the
Destruction of the World
First, we should remember that you and I will
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stand in front of the authorities and the judges of the
world before the tribulation will start to manifest in
full-scale, and that the Holy Spirit will give us the
power to withstand that situation. The second thing is
that the end will come upon the entire universe
including all the galaxies and the world of stars, not
only to this planet Earth that we live in now. All the
things the Lord has created will be dispersed, collide
with one another, and broken apart. The Lord said
this world will also be shaken up and be destroyed
just as the world of heavens will be shaken and
broken apart.
The last thing we must think about is that we must
really keep the faith of believing in the Lord and be
careful in all matters when such things happen. The
admonition of the Lord that we must be watchful
here means that we might perish not knowing when
the things the Lord prophesied would actually occur
even though we have been born again if our hearts
fall into the world due to carousing, drunkenness, or
cares of life. The Lord was telling you and me to be

careful lest we would perish without knowing such
things and without preparing our faith in the end
times.
The destruction of the world and the coming of
the Lord are the events that everyone of this world
should prepare to meet. The Lord said the Last Day
would come upon all the people living in the entire
world. It means that the Last Day will come upon all
the people of the world, not just special individuals.
The destruction will come upon the whole universe
including the world of Galaxy, the entire Earth, and
all the people living in the Earth including you and
me. Therefore, the Lord is telling us that we need to
have faith to escape the tribulation that is to come in
the future and to stand before the presence of the Son
of Man. Therefore, we must be watchful not to fall
into the worries of life as we wait for that Day with
faith. We must not be too absorbed in the world even
though we live in this world with our physical body
and we must observe carefully the situation just by
faith because such things will actually happen in the
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future.
That’s right. We must believe in the developments
the Lord will cause to happen in the future and seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. If
we prepare our faith like that, seek the righteousness
of God, and witness the gospel throughout the entire
world, then we will be able to say like the Apostle
John when that Day comes, “Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20) We must have the
faith of the bride that greets the Lord when He comes.
We must definitely have such faith. The Lord told
you and me to have such faith. Therefore, believe it
in your heart. Although your works may not come up
to the expectations, at least your heart must accept
God’s Word properly, believe, and try your best.
Believe it in your heart. We must answer only “yes”
before the presence of God. Then, God who knows
everything will fulfill all things.
President Bush of the United States has begun the
work of taking over the government to establish the
new administration. He is taking over the

government from the Clinton administration. Bush
will try to govern the United States with a new
cabinet. And the economy in China has come alive
and the atmosphere in that country is very good.
However, what’s happening to our country, Korea?
We are doing so badly that we might even have to
restart the New Community Movement that we
implemented in the 1970’s. Some people make a lot
of money through the stock or illegal land
investments, but poor people are still poor. That is
the economic condition in our country. China is
progressing so rapidly like that, but on the other hand,
our country that was once called the tiger of Asia is
becoming weaker. And in many places around the
world like Philippines or England, besides the
economic problems, there are many abnormal
weather conditions or calamities such as heavy
snowfall or flood are occurring. When such things
happen, we should look at them a little more
carefully instead of just dismissing them as some
trivial things that happen commonly. When such
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things like flood, famine, snowfall, and earthquake
occur frequently along with a rapid economic
collapse all over the world, we must realize that the
time of the Lord’s coming has drawn near as it is
recorded in the Word.
A certain pastor said long time ago that he
wondered if the Lord was coming when he just saw a
huge cloud on the sky. Waiting for the Lord’s
coming, he wondered whether the Lord was riding
the cloud whenever he saw a huge cloud rising,
because the Bible said He would come with clouds
(Revelation 1:7).
However, what are we like? The people who have
received the remission of sins should wait for the
Lord’s coming and long for it, but, even among the
righteous, there are too many people who just look at
the things of the world. Of course, you and I should
definitely enjoy the things of the world because God
has given even such things to us. However, the
important thing is that we must wait for the Day of
the Lord’s coming and long for it more earnestly than

the other things of this world. Therefore, we must do
the work that we could do now and read, think and
witness God’s Word, and not worry about anything
else. We just believe. Let’s just believe in God’s
Word. Let’s have faith in God.
Today, we have received an e-mail from Africa
saying that they have received our books and read
them with much joy. It was an email asking us to
send more books to them, but it also said the
following: “Until now, we thought we would be born
again if we just sang hymns and prayed, but we now
know that’s not true. We have come to know by
reading these books that we become born again by
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It
is an amazing teaching. Through these books, we
have come to know the Truth that we could not learn
from anyone else.” Before we had sent them a box of
books. Now, they sincerely asked us, “Many people
are reading your books now. Would it be possible for
you to send 50 more books?”
Even if the Day of the Lord’s coming dawned
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upon us tomorrow, we would preach the gospel of
the water and the Spirit today. When that day comes,
we will be taken before the authorities to receive
persecution. However, the Holy Spirit in you and me
will give us an amazing wisdom and intelligence and
control our mouth so that they will not be able to
refute our statement at all. The Holy Spirit will
certainly do that. The only thing that hurts our heart
is that our parents and our friends will take us to the
judge. We will be hurt deeply because we will suffer
such things through the hands of the people who are
closest to us.
Therefore, we must witness this gospel to our
friends and parents while we can still do so now.
When that day comes, Satan the Devil will enter the
hearts of the people who do not have the Holy Spirit
and make them have the heart of the Devil. Then, the
people who have been born again will seem like
devils to them regardless of whether they are their
children or close friends. We will all look like devils
in their eyes. Therefore, they will take us to stand

before the judge and harass us. We would be able to
endure it if we suffered such things at the hands of
other people, but it will really be unbearably painful
for our hearts if we suffer such things at the hands of
our parents or friends. Therefore, we must pray for
the salvation of our family now and prepare with firm
faith of believing in the Word for such things that
will happen in the future.
I believe that we must share such Word together
now. By next year or the year after, there will already
be many incredible changes throughout the entire
world. As God’s Word states, after a few years, there
will be many instances of nations waging war against
nations, people standing against other people in many
places around the world. Many wars will take place
around the whole world. President Bush said that he
would never take part in a war that does not serve the
national interest of the United States. There are many
countries that cannot start waging a war right now
because of the United States. Just look at the
situation between our country and North Korea.
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North Korea cannot start a war only because the
United States and China are involved in the situation.
Otherwise, they could start a war even now.
Furthermore, there could be war involving countries
like Israel and Palestine, or a country like Iraq in the
Middle East. A huge war has not erupted now even
though the situation is precarious because the United
States, the superpower country of the world, is
involved. However, many wars will erupt all over the
world in near future. What would it be like when the
war erupts? Honestly, how interesting is a war that
occurs in a place that has nothing to do with us, a
place far away from our country? Human beings are
essentially egocentric like that. Look at New York,
the central city of the United States. New York is
crowded with skyscrapers. It would be really
interesting like a movie if a missile was to blast there
and the tall buildings collapsed. I would probably
feel like that too. What would that have to do with
me if my family and I were not involved there?
Anyway, I believe such things will happen exactly

like that because God said such things would
certainly happen. I am saying this because I believe
in the Word and I prepare for it because I believe in it.
Furthermore, I preach this gospel because I believe in
it. I believe in the Word of Truth. I can do God’s
work because I believe and I can preach the gospel of
the water and the Spirit, and I believe that other
people receive the remission of sins when I preach
the gospel and they believe in this gospel. That’s why
I am constantly telling you to preach the gospel.
Then, people receive the remission of sins just like
that. No matter who they are, I believe that they will
definitely receive the remission of sins if we cultivate
their hearts, plant the seed, and they receive it into
their hearts.
The Word spoken here today is the Word our Lord
has spoken to all of us not just some particular
individuals. Therefore, we must believe that the
destruction will certainly come to this world and
prepare for that Day as we live in this world. And we
must think of the works that we the born-again
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should do and seek those works and do them
faithfully. We should live the coming year with such
faith. You will do much more work than now in the
year 2002. God will make you and I do more work in
the following year. The following one year will be
like 10 years, 20 years, and even 100 years that have
passed. It means that there will be so much more
work to do. Clearly, the gospel can be evangelized
throughout the entire world like that. We can preach
this gospel throughout the entire world within a few
years.

I Hope There Will Be Many More
People beside Us Who Preach the
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit
Westerners are somewhat different from Koreans.
When they think they are right, they express it clearly.
They express it to other people clearly. I think we
need to learn such things from them to some degree. I

believe and preach the Word of the Lord. I know that
you must also believe in the Word. You must keep
the faith, wait for that Day to come, and preach the
gospel throughout the entire world.
Moreover, there is one thing that we must harvest
finally. We honestly do not have anything to fear
even if catastrophe manifests in this world. I am
definitely not afraid of the end times. The people
who have not prepared themselves are afraid and
fearful of that time. The people who have not
prepared the faith even though they have been born
again will be afraid and be in disarray on that Day.
There probably are some people who will run around
insanely. The problem is the people who have not
been born again. The problem is your family
members who have not been born again. When that
time comes, they will say, “You were right. Please
save me.” Then, we must get together and preach the
gospel to our family members at that time.
At that time, it will not take long for us to be
caught and be killed. It might just take about one
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month before it’s finished. At that time, we will bring
our parents and family members as well as our
friends to Inje Discipleship Training Center. All of
them will probably come when you call them at that
time. We just need to preach the gospel to them when
they come together like that. All of them will
probably believe in the gospel. They can receive the
remission of sins immediately when we teach them
the gospel at that time because the Holy Spirit will be
working powerfully at that time. It will clearly be
like that.
Do you believe the words that I have spoken to
you until now are all of God’s Word? Just believe it.
Then, the Lord will take care of everything according
to His Word. There is none more evil than a person
who does not believe. There is a root of bitterness in
the heart of a person who does not believe. Even if
the Lord were to come tomorrow, we just need to live
faithfully with faith.
What did the Lord say through the Word from
today’s Scripture passage? The Lord said that we

must never believe in the word of the people who are
misleading us because there will be many people
selling His name under the feigned guise of Jesus
Christ when the last day is near. We must never trust
in such people. We must only believe in the Word
God has spoken to us and believe correctly in the
Word recorded in the Scriptures only. I believe that
all of us have faith in God’s Word. Halleluiah!
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Jesus Is the Almighty God
< Luke 22:7-38 >
“Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread,
when the Passover must be killed. And He sent
Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the
Passover for us, that we may eat.’ So they said to
Him, ‘Where do You want us to prepare?’ And
He said to them, ‘Behold, when you have entered
the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of
water; follow him into the house which he enters.
Then you shall say to the master of the house,
‘The Teacher says to you, ‘Where is the guest
room where I may eat the Passover with My
disciples?’’ Then he will show you a large,
furnished upper room; there make ready.’ So they
went and found it just as He had said to them, and
they prepared the Passover. When the hour had
come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with
Him. Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I

have desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ Then
He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, ‘Take
this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until
the kingdom of God comes.’ And He took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.’ Likewise He also
took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the
new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.
But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me
on the table. And truly the Son of Man goes as it
has been determined, but woe to that man by
whom He is betrayed!’ Then they began to
question among themselves, which of them it was
who would do this thing. Now there was also a
dispute among them, as to which of them should
be considered the greatest. And He said to them,
‘The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over
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them, and those who exercise authority over them
are called ‘benefactors.’ But not so among you; on
the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let
him be as the younger, and he who governs as he
who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the
table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the
table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.
But you are those who have continued with Me in
My trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just
as My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you
may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom,
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.’ And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed,
Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as
wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith
should not fail; and when you have returned to
Me, strengthen your brethren.’ But he said to
Him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to
prison and to death.’ Then He said, ‘I tell you,
Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before
you will deny three times that you know Me.’ And

He said to them, ‘When I sent you without money
bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack
anything?’ So they said, ‘Nothing.’ Then He said
to them, ‘But now, he who has a money bag, let
him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who
has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy
one. For I say to you that this which is written
must still be accomplished in Me: ‘And He was
numbered with the transgressors.’ For the things
concerning Me have an end.’ So they said, ‘Lord,
look, here are two swords.’ And He said to them,
‘It is enough.’”

What Kind of God Is Jesus?
All of us must always pray to God because we are
beings that can live properly in this world only with
the help of God. I believe God will certainly help us
whenever we pray to God for one another and share
difficult matters with one another amid hardship. It is
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because God is our Father God, and because He
always hears our prayers of request. Let’s all pray
always with the faith that believes the Lord definitely
answers our prayers. Let’s live this world blessedly
with such faith.
Do you pray fervently? Prayer is a method of
seeking help from God concerning our problems.
However, the people who do not have faith cannot go
to God with faith and seek help for difficult problems
they have. You must first have faith in order to pray
to the Lord, but if you think your own faith is lacking,
seek help from other saints in the Church. You can
pray better if you pray along with people who have
faith. Even if a saint has a faith the size of mustard
seed, God hears the prayer and helps when the saint
joins his heart together with another as I have said
now and seek the resolution of the problem in prayer
to God. Therefore, why do you worry when you can
witness the power of God if you pray to God like
that?
When we read the Book of Job, we can see even

Satan the Devil seeking the permission of the Lord,
“Would it be okay for me to harass Job? Would he
revere God without any reason? Should I get rid of
his wealth?” We cannot say such seeking by Satan
the Devil is really a prayer, but I think it is kind of a
prayer since he did seek to God like that. When we
look at the Word here, the Lord said to Peter, “Satan
has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.” It
means that Satan the Devil asked God, “Should I
shake up Simon and see whether he believes in God
or not?” Generally, God agrees to let such things be
done. Even though it is the prayer of Satan the Devil,
He allows such things. He says, “Go ahead and do as
you want.”
What would happen if Satan the Devil tempted
people like that? People would fall for such
temptation as many persimmons fall when you shake
a persimmon tree. That is why the Lord told His
disciples, “Pray to God so that you may not fall into
temptation.” As such, you and I must always pray to
God whenever we face difficult situations. We
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ourselves must pray first individually, and then pray
together with those who are ahead of us in faith.
Then we must pray through the meetings in each
group. We will experience the living God through
our prayer of faith.
Healing the sick is not the only way to manifest
the power of God. Praying to God and seeking God’s
help in our daily lives and receiving the resolution of
problems through God’s help is the true experience
of God’s power and the answer to the prayer.
Actually, it is true that busy people cannot pray
faithfully. Even so, we must pray individually like
this, pray together, pray for the brothers and sisters
who are facing hardship, pray for the workers of God,
pray for the preaching of the gospel, and seek God’s
help in all things like that as we live in this world.
We can title the Word that we have read together
as “Jesus Knows Everything Because He is God, Not
a Human.” We will share lessons from today’s
Scripture passage in relation to this title and learn the
divine nature and the power of Jesus.

Before Jesus died on the Cross, the Passover
season of Israel was near. At that time, Jesus told His
disciples to prepare for a Passover table for Him to
get together with them. However, because the Lord
was God Almighty and knew all things, He said,
“Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will
meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into
the house which he enters. Then you shall say to the
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
‘Where is the guest room where I may eat the
Passover with My disciples?’’ Then he will show you
a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.”
The Lord wanted to have a communion with His
disciples on the Passover season that commemorated
Israel people’s escape from Egypt and liberation
from slavery. He wanted to eat bread, drink wine,
have supper together with them, and share the last
Word with them. This Word means that the Lord
knew all things that would occur in the future. There
wasn’t anything that He did not know. That is why
the Lord was able to say, “Behold, when you have
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entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a
pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he
enters.”

The Scriptures Say That Jesus Wants
to Use Us
When we look at the Gospel of Luke chapter 19,
the Lord said, “Go into the village opposite you,
where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. And if
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you
shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’”
The Lord said all these things also because He knew
everything of even the future. When we read the Four
Gospels, we can confirm the fact that there wasn’t
anything the Lord did not know even though He
came to this world in the flesh of a man. Didn’t the
Lord tell them beforehand to say to the owner of the
colt, “The Lord has need of it” because He knew

how the owner would ask when they loosen the colt
and bring it with them? When the disciples said,
“The Lord has need of it,” as the Lord told them to
convey, the owner of the colt gave up his colt without
any resistance. Even on the Passover, the Lord knew
what would happen and made the disciples prepare
for the Passover. As such, the Lord was calm and
was not frustrated at all because He knew everything
about the future.
However, how are we? We are not divine beings.
We are just children of God and God’s servants. I
know this fact clearly and I have such faith, but I
sometimes have desire to have almighty power like
God. It means that I sometimes have regrettable
thoughts like, “Lord, You know everything because
You are God. However, we always have many
necessary things that need Your help because we are
weak and not beings like You.” If we knew
everything like God and had the power and strength
to do things as we please, then, what would there be
for us to be frustrated with? It would be really great if
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we could all be like that. I feel the same way. I
sometimes think arrogantly, “It would be great if I
had such power as God.”
Jesus came to this world to save us: He received
the baptism, was crucified to the Cross, was spat on,
was whipped, and died on the Cross. He was
disrespected for a while like that for our salvation.
However, He was God who essentially knew
everything and did everything according to His
immense wisdom. Such Lord told the disciples to
prepare for the Passover and said, “You will meet a
certain person when you go into that village. Follow
him and prepare the Passover in an upper room.”
And when the disciples of Jesus went into that village
as the Lord had commanded them, there actually was
a man carrying the water jar. How shocking the man
must have been when the disciples followed him.
Actually, the appearances of the disciples probably
were not very sharp. The man must have really been
shocked since the disciples were probably wearing
some blanket-like garments over them, not a sharp

suit. The man probably ran away because such
people were following him. However, the disciples of
Jesus didn’t care about such things and just followed
him, and they conveyed the Lord’s message.
Therefore, they were able to prepare for the Passover
properly.
Actually, the Lord did not prepare for the
Passover table in order to keep Passover, the national
holiday of Israel. The Lord had the Last Passover
Supper with the disciples. It means that the Lord had
the last supper with His disciples. The Lord sat with
the disciples in that house, had supper, and also
spoke with them. He said to them, “With fervent
desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of
it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then He
took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this
and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
of God comes.” And He took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My
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body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of Me.” Likewise, He also took the cup after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood,
which is shed for you. But behold, the hand of My
betrayer is with Me on the table. And truly the Son of
Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that
man by whom He is betrayed!”
What does such Word of the Lord mean? It means
that even while having communal supper, the Lord
knew that Judas would sell Him out moments later.
When I think about this, it seems that the Lord felt
comfortable because He knew everything like this.
The Lord knew what Judas would do in the future, so
He might think, “Judas, he will sell Me out even
though he always serves Me most respectfully calling
Me, ‘Rabbi, Teacher.’”
The Lord said, “And truly the Son of Man goes as
it has been determined.” As this Word tells us, the
Lord knew that He had to be crucified on the Cross
because He had received the baptism, because He
already took all the sins of the world upon Himself.

The Lord meant, “It must be done exactly like that
because it is the will of God the Father, and I will go
according to the recorded Word, but woe to the
person who sells Me.” Actually, we do not have
anything else to do but to believe the Word because
our Lord fulfilled everything according to God’s
Word. It means that we must believe in the Word
exactly as it is written instead of trying hard to
change the Word.
Is there anyone on earth who has such power? Is
there anyone who knows all about his fate? No, there
isn’t. That is right. There is no one who knows
everything like Jesus. There has never been someone
like that before and there will never be such a person
like that in the future. We were able to become wise
only by believing in Jesus with such power. There is
nothing else for us to do besides believing in Him.
How could we compare ourselves with Jesus?
Regardless of how smart we are, can we deceive
Jesus? No, we cannot. Therefore, do not ever try to
compete with Jesus in anything or try to fathom His
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thoughts in any way. I say it again: Jesus Christ is the
only One who knows everything.

The Lord Then Spoke about the
Kingdom of God
The Lord said, “I have come to this world as the
One who serves. Serve one another. I am among you
as the One who serves.” And the Lord said that He
would bestow upon us the Kingdom that God the
Father bestowed upon Him and make us eat and
drink at His table in His Kingdom, and sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
What else did the Lord ask to His disciples? He
said to Peter, “Satan has asked for you, that he may
sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that
your faith should not fail; and when you have
returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” When
Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to
prison and to death,” the Lord said, “I tell you, Peter,

the rooster shall not crow this day before you will
deny three times that you know Me.” It means that
the Lord knew beforehand what Peter would do in
the future, how his character was, how his heart was,
and how his faith was.
The Lord wants us to believe and follow these
things the Lord has said. The Lord said to His
disciples, “I will reward you if you endure hardship
and suffering with Me,” and told them of the things
that would happen in the future. Therefore, we must
believe in the things the Lord spoke of.
The Lord also said, “For I say to you, I will no
longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God,” and “For I say to you, I will not drink of the
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
Why did the Lord say such things? Here, the word
“Passover” means “to pass over.” That is, it means
passing over the one that should be judged without
judging him.” Therefore, the Word here is saying that
God will definitely save people who have received
the remission of sins by believing in God. Really,
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there is no such thing as pain, judgment, and sadness
when we enter the Kingdom of God by really
receiving the remission of sins through faith; we will
be able to live with the Lord in the Kingdom the
Father has given, enjoying all wealth, glory, pleasure,
and joy as kings on the thrones. The Lord spoke of
such things to you and me.
I really cannot understand the Word of the Lord
that says, “I will make you sit on thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. I will give you such
authority.” However, I will be able to understand it
when I see, hear, and experience it soon because the
Millennial Kingdom will be established after a short
while. Here, the Lord said “tribes” and there are such
tribes even today. As every Israelite belonged to each
respective tribe such as the tribe of Levi, the tribe of
Issachar, or the tribe of Zebulun, we believers have
different gifts and different positions. The Lord said
that He would give the Father’s Kingdom to the
people who would suffer trials and tribulations with
Him and stay with Him in the midst of trials. It

means that He will receive the Kingdom from God
the Father and make such people rule over each tribe.
The Lord said such things to us and He wants us to
believe the Word as it is. We must have firm faith in
this. I think that people should follow the Lord
diligently and work for that glorious reward if there
really is reward to those who have devoted
themselves to the Lord.
The Lord said to His disciples that they had to
carry any money when they went out to preach the
gospel. However, the Lord told His disciples on the
communal supper of the Passover, “But now, he who
has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a
knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his
garment and buy one.” Before, the Lord told them
not to carry anything. However, while He was having
the communal supper, He told them to buy a sword
even if they had to sell their clothes. At that time, a
certain disciple brought two swords and said to the
Lord, “Here are the swords.” Then Jesus said it was
good enough.
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The Lord must have been really frustrated at that
time. I would have rebuked him immediately because
of the frustration if I had been in Jesus’ shoes. I
would have said, “You really bought the swords now
because I told you to sell your clothes and buy one?”
That was because buying the sword here meant that
He wanted them to be blessed by believing in His
Word at any sacrifice.
However, the Lord did not say anything special
because He knew the character, weakness, and
stubbornness of the disciples. Therefore, He just said,
“That is enough.” Jesus was able to respond like that
because He was God. Otherwise, if He were a human,
He would have died of frustration. When the
disciples bought bread to Jacob’s well near the city of
Sychar, the Lord also said, “I have food to eat of
which you do not know.” That was something the
disciples could never really understand. Rather, they
probably thought they had to eat because they were
very hungry and wondered why He just dragged
them around the field without giving them anything

to eat. And since the Lord was their Teacher, they
thought they should give food to their reverend
Teacher first even though He did not want to eat
anything, and that’s why they stuffed the food into
the Lord’s mouth.
Seeing such behaviours of His disciples, the Lord
might have been very frustrated. For example, when
the Lord said, “The Son of Man will be sold to the
elders and the religious leaders and be killed at the
hands of the gentiles,” Peter said, “Such things will
never happen.” He rolled up his sleeves and took off
his shirt and said, “If there is such a person who
harms You, I will send him to the grave.” However,
what did the Lord say to Peter who was like that? He
said, “You will deny me three times.” Peter said, “I
will never do such a thing. I will follow you even to
the jaws of death, and I will also go to the prison with
you if you go to the prison.” However, what
happened? Before the night passed, Peter denied the
Lord three times just as the Lord said.
When the Lord finished the communal supper like

◄

CONTENTS

►

132

Jesus Is the Almighty God

that, He went up to the mountain with the disciples
and prayed. In the Middle East region like Israel, the
weather sometimes fluctuates severely, but the
climate is generally dry. It is rather a good place for
people to live because humidity is not high. The Lord
went up to the mountain with His disciples to pray on
such dry and comfortable day. While Jesus was
praying to God the Father like that, Judas brought
soldiers and they took Jesus away. It is recorded in
the Scriptures that the rest of the disciples resisted
and took the sword and cut off the ear of a certain
man, but Jesus took the ear that was cut off and
attached it back on the person. Even though the Four
Gospels seem like just ordinary Words, they are the
Word of God that recorded only the Truth. It means
that the disciples of Jesus recorded exactly the things
Jesus had spoken and done. What do the Four
Gospels say about the ear that was cut off? It is
written that the person’s ear was cut off, but Jesus
attached it back on the person.
You and I who are leading a life of faith must

believe and follow God’s Word exactly as it is. There
is no other way. We should not think, “God’s Word
is like this, but I should seek my own way.” It’s
because there is no greater Truth in the world than
the Word of God. The Word our Lord has spoken is
the Truth and there is no deceit in the Truth. The
Truth is the life. It means God’s Word is living and
powerful (Hebrews 4:12). Therefore, God’s Word is
totally different from the words of the world. When
we just believe in the Word, the Lord looks at our
faith and always says, “That is enough.” When one of
His disciples said, “I have brought two swords,” the
Lord replied, “That is enough.” When we believe in
the Scriptures with out hearts, the Lord looks at our
faith and says, “That is enough.” Therefore, we just
need to believe in all the Word. There is nothing else
besides this. It means that we don’t need to be
cunning in our spiritual life.
While Jesus was in this world, He often went to
the houses of lepers. He often went to the home of
Simon who had been a leper and had dinner there.
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And He also went to the home of Lazarus often.
Lazarus of Bethany had two sisters. One of the sisters
was Mary and the other was the woman called
Martha. And when the Lord went to that house,
Martha always went to the kitchen and prepared the
food diligently, while Mary stayed right next to the
Lord and listened to the Lord’s Word. Therefore,
Martha naturally had a grievance against her sister
Mary. Jesus saw that and said to Martha, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and troubled about many
things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen
that good part, which will not be taken away from
her” (Luke 10:41-42). He was saying, “It is more
precious to hear my Word than to prepare for the
food.” It means that the Lord is happier with us
listening to God’s Word and believing in that Word.
It means the Lord is never happy with us doing so
many things before the presence of the Lord without
believing in the Word. The most important thing is to
believe in God’s Word because there is life, blessing,
all our happiness, eternal life, wealth, and glory in

the Word itself.
Therefore, the Word and all its blessings actually
become ours when we believe in God’s Word. We
must believe with clear understanding that our Lord
Jesus is God, not a human. This faith is very
important. Do you have power to attach the detached
ear? No, you don’t. Can you know everything that
will happen in the future? No, you don’t. However,
Jesus knew everything. He is omnipotent and
omniscient.
Even while Jesus was having the Last Supper with
His disciples, He knew that He would be taken to the
authorities. He also knew what would happen after
being caught by them. Therefore, the Lord said
during the Last Supper, “This bread is my body. This
is my body for you.” This means that Jesus took all
our sins upon Himself by receiving the baptism on
His body. He also said, “This cup of wine is my
blood for you.” This means that He would shed His
blood to pay off all our sins that He had borne
through His baptism. What is the thing the Lord said
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for us? It is the work of the Lord that took our sins
upon Himself for us, received the judgment for the
sins in our place, and saved us from the judgment.
Our Lord took the bread and said, “Take this bread.
This is my body.” He meant by this Word, “I took all
your sins upon my body. I have given up my body
for you to blot out all your sins.” And the Lord took a
cup of wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood, which is shed for you.”
You and I must have faith that professes, “Jesus is
God. He is not a human.” We must be people who
have such faith. We must be people who believe in
God’s Word. There is no way for this Word of God
to be interpreted any other way. This is what it means
when we look at it through the original text written in
Greek.
Therefore, we must believe in God’s Word and
believe that Jesus is God, that He is the Son of God,
and that He is our Lord God. Believe that such a God
took all our sins and saved you and me from
destruction and also believe that we have become the

children of God through that faith. We can certainly
receive the grace of God if we believe in God’s Word
correctly and seek His help as we live in this world.
Let’s become the people who believe like that and
progress consistently and gradually even though we
cannot make a big jump all at once. I sincerely want
you to become the saints who actually experience the
Lord’s grace like that. Amen.
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Pray to Jesus to Defeat
Great Temptations to
Come by Faith

from sorrow. Then He said to them, ‘Why do you
sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into
temptation.’”

To Whom Must We Pray?
< Luke 22:39-46 >
“Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives,
as He was accustomed, and His disciples also
followed Him. When He came to the place, He
said to them, ‘Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.’ And He was withdrawn from them
about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and
prayed, saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this
cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.’ Then an angel appeared to Him
from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in
agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat
became like great drops of blood falling down to
the ground. When He rose up from prayer, and
had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping

Our Lord tells you and me to pray lest we may fall
into temptation. The word “temptation” here means
experiencing difficulties. The Lord is telling us to
stay awake and pray always lest we fall into such
temptation. Moreover, the Lord also said God blesses
those who endure temptation.
The Lord said, “But you are those who have
continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon
you the Kingdom, just as My Father bestowed it
upon Me, that you may eat and drink at My table in
My Kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.” Furthermore, the Lord said that He
would definitely reward His people who have
experienced difficulties together with the Lord.
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There probably are people here who have already
experienced temptation. However, we must pray
before the presence of God unceasingly because there
will continuously be temptation in the future. Pastor
Lee went to the outdoor worship service with the
saints of Sockcho Church last Sunday and was lost.
Therefore, we must pray for Pastor Lee, pray for
ourselves and other brothers and sister, for God’s
servants, and for one another. We may actually face
all kinds of difficulties at any time. The condition of
Pastor Lee has been so bad these days that he has
been almost mindless. He was taking medicine to
reduce his high blood pressure, and he even showed
the early stage of Alzheimer’s disease. He lost his
mind recently in similar manner to the symptoms of
the Alzheimer’s disease or paralysis that old folks are
usually stricken with. We humans are such weak
creatures. That’s why our Lord told us, “Rise and
pray, lest you enter into temptation.”
You and I can also experience such difficulty too.
If we do not respond properly under such difficulties

and if we do not pray to seek help before the
presence of God, we can never escape from such
difficulties. That’s why the Lord told us to pray
always lest we experience difficult things and quit
living out our faith due to our discouragement. The
Lord said, “Rise and pray, lest you enter into
temptation.”
Actually, things that we are entrusted with seem
really simple for us, but there are thousands of
factors we must prepare in advance to achieve one
task. It means that we must prepare and get ready
constantly like this in order to live in this world
properly. As we prepare beforehand in the matter of
taking care of the family properly, we experience
serious difficulty when we do not prepare everything
beforehand. Therefore, the Lord tells us to seek help
form God with prayer always and prepare for it
beforehand so that we may not fall into difficulties.
As this is the Word of the Lord, we must always pray
and seek before His presence. We must seek the
Lord’s help. We must remember that the people who
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seek God’s help in all things are the ones who live
out their faith properly. Living like that is the proper
attitude of the people with faith and the life of the
people of true faith, the righteous. We must be
Christians who seek the things we need for ourselves,
pray for the Kingdom of God, and pray for our
brothers and sisters. I mean that we need to be the
people who seek help from God in all things.

Think about What We Need to Pray
for
Think what will happen to us in the future and
also what we need to prepare for such an uncertain
life. We must think about the things we need for
ourselves and seek help from the Lord about such
things. The Lord helps us whenever we seek His help,
and we can receive the Lord’s help like that and live
in this world properly.
We do not know when we will enter into

difficulties and what things we will encounter. For
example, we who drive must pray always in order to
prevent car accidents that can occur suddenly. Car
accidents can occur regardless of our watchfulness.
We can experience terrible things if we do not pray.
We can be protected by the Lord only if we always
seek the Lord’s help in everything.
Our brothers and sisters who have a job also
experience much hardship. Then, they need to bring
such difficulties before the presence of the Lord and
seek His help. I mean that we must become people
who pray to God to resolve such difficulties and pray
for His grace in the matter. It means that we must
pray always: We must pray whether we are
ministering or engaging in business, and we must
always seek the Lord’s help in every matter of our
lives. That is why our Lord says through the Word
from today’s Scripture passage, “Rise and pray, lest
you enter into temptation.” That is, the Lord is telling
you and me to seek help from the Lord and live in the
midst of His grace.
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No matter what it is, you probably know that there
isn’t anything easy. No matter how simple a certain
work may seem, we must prepare so much for it and
we must seek so much help from God in order to do
such work? We can finish that work only when we
do it like that. And we must become the people who
look back at our selves and see what is needed in
God’s Church and seek help from the Lord.
First, we have to pray for ourselves. Then, we
must pray for the people who are closest to us. We
must also pray for our ministers overseas. It is
impossible to proceed with any work properly if we
try to live with our own strength only and do not seek
God’s help for the sake of our brothers and sisters
and the servants of God. We are the people who must
always seek help from the Lord and go forth step-bystep in the Lord by faith.
It hurts my heart deeply when I think of how the
Pastor Lee got lost, and I think it is our work and the
Lord’s work, not someone else’s work. Therefore, we
must really pray to God in everything. We must

always pray for ourselves, for the brothers and sisters,
and for the servants of God.
Do you always pray as you live in this world? Do
you by any chance believe in your own strength, your
own smarts, and your own wisdom as you live in this
world? Such attitude is really the reflection of your
arrogance. The Lord has given us all the power to
accomplish the tasks that He has entrusted us with.
We must become the saints who believe that the Lord
has given us such power and will give us all things
we need in the future, and we must always pray to
God by faith. We must always stay awake, pray
unceasingly, and seek the Lord’s help because there
will be many difficulties in our lives. Thus, our Lord
is saying to us, “Get rid of your own thinking, do not
live for yourselves only, and rise and pray, lest you
enter into temptation.
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Time Has Come for Our Lord Who
Took All the Sins of the World upon
Him at the Jordan River to Carry the
Cross
When the Lord went up to the Garden of
Gethsemane and prayed, the disciples of Jesus fell
asleep. Jesus saw the disciples and said this as He
was going up to the garden because He knew that
they would face many difficulties in the future. He
was saying, “Pray so that you do not fall into
temptation and fall too deep into the difficulties.”
Then our Lord knelt down and prayed earnestly to
God the Father, “Father, if it is Your will, take this
cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.” The Scriptures say that the Lord
prayed so sincerely that the drops of sweat fell to the
ground like blood.
We must also pray to God the Father always as the
Lord did so that we do not experience great

difficulties in our lives. Don’t you really have many
difficulties in your life? Truly, many difficult and
dangerous elements are all latent in your life.
Therefore, we need to pray even more to avoid such
things beforehand. The Lord told us to pray like this
beforehand, “Lord, please protect me and take care of
me. Please do not let me experience unbearably
difficult hardship.”
Anyway, I do not want you think lightly of the
prayer we offer to God in your life of faith. I do not
want you to think simply that you just need to know
your sinlessness in our spiritual walk. We have to
lead our own life both in body and spirit. And we
definitely need God’s help in our life. I want you to
remember the fact that we can live the spiritual life
and the social life properly only when God helps us.
Although your life seems simple on the outside, it
actually isn’t that simple. There are more times when
it is hard and difficult. Therefore, you must seek
God’s help as you live in the world. There really are
many things to pray for. I sincerely want you to
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become the saints who always keep deep in your
heart the Word of the Lord that says, “Rise and pray,
lest you enter into temptation,” and always pray to
God while living in this world.
The Apostle James said, “Those who endure the
temptation for the Lord are blessed. The people who
endure the difficulties for the Lord and follow the
Lord are blessed.” Therefore, pray for yourself. Pray
for the evangelization of the gospel. Pray for the lost
souls. Pray for the servants of God. I earnestly want
all of you to pray for other souls, for yourself, and for
God’s Church, and become people who live the
proper life of faith.
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Do Not Weep for Me,
But Weep for Yourselves
And for Your Children
< Luke 23:26-38 >
“Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a
certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming
from the country, and on him they laid the cross
that he might bear it after Jesus. And a great
multitude of the people followed Him, and women
who also mourned and lamented Him. But Jesus,
turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. For indeed the days are coming in
which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
wombs that never bore, and breasts which never
nursed!’ Then they will begin ‘to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover
us!’’ For if they do these things in the green wood,

what will be done in the dry?’ There were also two
others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.
And when they had come to the place called
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the
criminals, one on the right hand and the other on
the left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they do.’ And they divided
His garments and cast lots. And the people stood
looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered,
saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if
He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’ The soldiers
also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour
wine, and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews,
save Yourself.’ And an inscription also was written
over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

For Whom Should We Weep?
What is the most fearful thing in our spiritual life?
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What is the biggest enemy, the biggest adversary, in
our spiritual life? It’s our fleshly thinking. Our
fleshly thinking constantly comes up and harasses us.
Our fleshly thinking continues to spring up until we
are transformed into new flesh. Therefore, it is easy
for us to follow our fleshly thinking and we
consequently end up becoming an adversary of Jesus
even though we know and believe in Jesus. It is
because we cannot think of the spiritual things when
we fall into fleshly thinking. If that is the case, we
end up turning our backs to Jesus because our faith
gradually withers away and eventually dies. We
become like Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus at the
end even though he was one of the twelve disciples
of Jesus.
The Bible says, “For those who live according to
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of
the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not

subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then,
those who are in the flesh cannot please God”
(Romans 8:5-8). We must know that fleshly thinking
still exist in us and harasses us, but we must be
spiritually minded. The most proper thing for you
and me to keep is the spiritual thinking and the
spiritual faith. We become upright when we are
spiritually minded, that is, when we think of the
spiritual work first. And I also believe that we can
live a successful spiritual life only when we follow
God like that.
Easter Sunday returns every year in spring.
Usually, Easter Sunday is the first Sunday after the
full moon that occurs next after the vernal equinox.
The date of Easter Day is calculated as such because
it was originally based on the Jewish lunar calendar.
This year’s Easter Sunday will be April 15th. Today
is April 1st. Christians designate next week, a week
before Easter Sunday, as Passion Week, and they fast
during that time and think of the passion of Jesus and
participate in that suffering through some kind of
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asceticism or saving food that they have not eaten
while fasting and giving it to the poor. Then, they
share and eat hard-boiled eggs in the morning of
Easter Sunday. They live with new hearts like that.
Although such a custom is the religious ritual of the
season, many people think of such a season only
fleshly and just consider Passion Week as depressing.
In the Word from today’s Scripture passage, a
Cyrenian man passed by when Jesus was carrying the
Cross up to the Golgotha Hills and the people made
him carry the Cross of Jesus and follow Him. Many
people at the time pounded their chests and mourned
in lamentation as they followed Jesus up to the hill.
They were weeping because Jesus was being taken to
the place of execution even though He did not
deserve to be killed. At that time, our Lord said, “It’s
fine that you pity Me. But cry for yourself and your
descendants instead of crying for Me.” He said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children” (Luke
23:28). At that time, a lot of women in Jerusalem

were following after Jesus and trying hard to stop the
execution, but the Lord said that they should cry for
themselves and for their children, instead of weeping
for Him as it is recorded in the Scriptures here.
How was Jesus able to speak like this when He
knew that He would die and so many people
sympathized with Him and pitied Him? How could
He say such things when they pounded their chests
and wept because of the sadness out of sympathy and
love for the righteous death of Jesus, that is, the death
He was suffering for the sins of the world for the
people? How could Jesus, instead, say, “Daughters
of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children” to the people like
that?

Many Christians Become Depressed
During Passion Week
They especially refrain from the recreational
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activities of the world, do not eat fancy food, and do
not enjoy the joys of the flesh, and live ascetically
thinking they must remember the meaning of Passion
Week. It’s because they commonly believe it is right
for them to participate in His passion like that. Of
course, those things are right, too. I am not saying it’s
wrong for us to consider those things important.
However, what did our Lord say to you and me? The
Lord said, “Do not weep for Me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children.” Through this
Word, we can think on whether it is the proper
attitude of heart for us believers only to be sad during
Passion Week.
Jesus says to us now, “Think about it. How much
sin have you committed so far? Wouldn’t you who
are such sinners go to hell in the future? Wouldn’t
you go to hell due to your fleshly thinking and the
sins you commit throughout your life? Wouldn’t you
be cast into the inferno of hell and suffer terrible
pain? Wouldn’t you and your descendants also suffer
like that? Therefore, shouldn’t you instead think

about the fact that you would go to hell and that your
descendants would be like that and weep and lament
for that? Then, why are you crying for Me? Do I look
pitiful to you because I am being taken to the place of
execution? Weep for yourself and for your
descendants instead of pitying Me and sympathizing
with Me. I am a pitiful being. I came to this world
according to the will of the Father God and took the
sins of the world upon Myself by receiving the
baptism from John the Baptist. Therefore, I am going
to do the work of saving you by carrying the sins of
the world, dying on the Cross, and being resurrected
from death. Then, how could you be sad for Me and
have pity on Me? Rather, have pity on yourself.
Weep for your descendants. Isn’t it clear that you
will go to hell after living in this world? Therefore,
shouldn’t you pound your chest and weep to receive
the remission of sins for yourself? It is a wrong
thinking to weep for Me instead of looking at
yourselves. The one that should be pitied is you, not
Me.” This is the Word the Lord is speaking to us
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today.
Next week is Passion Week. What should we
think of during this Passion Week that
commemorates the day Jesus was crucified? What
should the Christians throughout the entire world and
you and me who believe in the gospel of the water
and the Spirit think of? We must think about how
often we think and do fleshly things and how often
we go against the will of God as we live in this world.
Rather than being sad for the fleshly passion and
death of the Lord, we must realize that we are people
who deserve to go to hell due to sin, and instead be
happy and thankful for the fact that our Lord blotted
out all our sins by taking all such sins upon Himself
and dying on the Cross. Instead of crying for Jesus
and crying in pity of Jesus, we must really realize
that Jesus died on the Cross and perfected our
salvation through His death because He received the
baptism to take all our sins upon Himself. We must
realize this and become the saints who are always
thankful.

Even if we have always confessed thanks before
the presence of God with firm faith until now, we
must give even more thanks as we greet this special
season. We must confess, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God. You have really blotted out all
our sins and become our Savior. You saved us with
the water and the Spirit. You received the baptism,
shed your blood on the Cross, and were resurrected
from death to save us perfectly. You are our King,
the High Priest that blotted out our sins, and the
Prophet that teaches all the Truth to us.” We must
believe and depend on the Lord like that and give
thanks to Him for saving us and confess the faith
even thousands of times. That is truly profitable for
us. Instead of weeping for the Lord, instead of fasting
as we think of the Passion of the Lord, instead of
practicing asceticism pitying the Lord, we must,
rather, think about the fact that the Lord has saved
you and me from sin and think about the fact that He
has become the perfect Savior for you and me who
are really wretched, and be thankful with faith like
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that. We must really become people like that. This is
what the Lord wants.
Therefore, we shouldn’t be sad just because it is
the Week of Passion, and we should instead give
even more thanks to the Lord by believing in Him.
We must make our faith even firmer because the
Lord is happy with us when we become the people of
stronger faith.
If we are not careful, we can fall into fleshly
thinking and become depressed because Passion
Week is drawing closer, especially since it’s raining
gloomily outside. Of course, there are times when we
think about something other than God’s work. I am
like that, too. However, the thing we must never
forget in such thinking is the fact that Jesus Christ
saved us from all our sins. Actually, how wretched
and inadequate people are you and me? However, our
Lord saved us who are like that so perfectly. Let’s
always think about this fact and reconfirm it in our
hearts, ruminate it, and confess our faith before the
presence of God. It wouldn’t be enough even if we

confessed it billions of times. Until we go to the
Kingdom of the Lord, it wouldn’t be enough to just
confess, “The Lord is Christ, the Son of the Living
God.” We should profess our confession of faith
many times every day, hundreds of times every
month like this, “The Lord has blotted out all my sins
perfectly through the gospel of the water and the
Spirit.” We can do God’s work with proper faith and
go to the Kingdom of God when we do as such.
When working for the literature ministry, I have
interpreted and preached the Scriptures from many
different perspectives, but I have never spoken
without the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Maybe
I might have spoken about it just a little when I was
preaching a sermon. However, I constantly inserted
the true gospel intentionally while I was working on
the documents for the literature ministry. I reiterate it
thousands and millions of times in confirmation. I
inserted it constantly in this book and that book.
When people read my sermon book on the Book of
Romans, maybe, they could think, “I should read this
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book just from the perspective of the Book of
Romans.” However, I inserted the gospel of the water
and the Spirit there, too. Therefore, the people who
read the book can ruminate on the gospel of the water
and the Spirit. They truly become immersed in the
gospel. When they become like that, they can have
truly proper thinking; they can have proper faith;
they can live with faith even more before the
presence of God; and they can look at their weak
selves and give thanks to God even more. They
become the people whose faith becomes stronger.

You and I Cannot But Think of
Fleshly Things
I understand this well, too, because I am also like
that. Our fleshly thinking harassed us yesterday, and
it goes around harassing us today as well. It will
probably be happening that way in the future, too.
For a person who likes fishing, the thoughts of

fishing devour the person, and for a person who likes
computer games, the thoughts of playing the game
devour the person, and all such thoughts can go
around harassing us without hindrance. What about
you? Doesn’t the fleshly thinking run around in you?
We, human beings, constantly plot evil things as if a
spider spins a web to catch insects. We plot such
things even without knowing we are doing it.
Is your thinking a spiritual one, or is it a fleshly
one? Is it enough for us just to pound on our chest
and pity Jesus before the presence of Him like the
daughters of Jerusalem here? Is that really caring for
Jesus? No, it’s not. Fleshly thinking is running
around inside your heart. It means that your flesh
does what is profitable to it even without you
knowing it. You lie with your carnal mind, go against
the Lord with your carnal mind, care only for
yourself with your carnal mind, and make others fall
into a trap with your carnal mind. When we are
indulged in such a fleshly thinking, we must come
back to the Lord’s bosom quickly. We must think of
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the spiritual things. We must look at our true self
even hundreds of times a day. We must look at our
true selves that commit so many sins and constantly
ruminate the fact that through the gospel of the water
and the Spirit, the Lord saved you and me who are
like that. We must constantly profess the confession
of faith. Our hearts find balance, our physical body
finds balance, and the direction of our faith finds
balance when we constantly confess that the Lord has
really saved us with the gospel of the water and the
Spirit.
Even though we have received salvation from sin,
the Lord’s work is not fulfilled if we just do the
Lord’s work recklessly. We must first think of God’s
work. We must profess the confession of faith
hundreds and even thousands of times a day. Only
then can we lead such a spiritual life that our Lord is
pleased with. What did the Lord say? The Lord said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children.” Then,
who should be pitied? Should it be Jesus, or us? We

are the beings that should be pitied. Although we
have received salvation by faith, we are prone to
make people fall into a trap and we also fall into the
same trap ourselves by falling into fleshly thinking
like the way a spider spins a web. It means that the
fleshly thinking plots a trap to bring down even the
saints themselves and the Church.
Because you are like that, and because I am like
that, we must realize that we are not upright and only
depend on the Lord. We must believe that the Lord
took all our sins through His baptism and understand
why the Lord had to shed His blood on the Cross and
give thanks for the work of His salvation. We must
always give thanks with faith. We can go wrong at
any time and everything becomes wrong when the
outcome is wrong. If we go against the gospel, go
against the servants of God, go against God’s people,
and even go against God even though we say we
believe in the Lord, then, it would not matter if we
believed in God in the past or not. Such things do not
matter at all. Therefore, we must always look at
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ourselves and weep for ourselves, and always profess
our faith before the presence of God. That is the only
way to be faithful in our life of faith.
The Lord said, “For indeed the days are coming
in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
wombs that never bore, and breasts which never
nursed!’ Then they will begin ‘to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover
us!’” It means that it will be like that when the last
day comes. The Lord said, “Blessed are the barren,
wombs that never bore, and breasts which never
nursed!” What does this Word mean? It is saying
that there will be a blessing for the people who are
not pregnant, people who do not breastfeed a child at
the time of the destruction of the world, that is, the
people who are not attached to the things of the
world and do not do the work of the world anymore.
In the future, God will judge the people who have
sin, the people who go against Him. Then, how
should we really live? We must look to the Lord and
follow Him only as we live in this world. The Lord

said we must look at ourselves, weep for our selves,
and stand firm with faith. The Lord also says, “For if
they do these things in the green wood, what will be
done in the dry?” The Lord will definitely come to
this world and judge as it says in this Word. The
people who still place their hope in the world that
will be destroyed are really foolish people. They are
very foolish people. I become gloomy when I preach
such a sermon and you become gloomy as well
because this world will definitely be destroyed in the
future. Therefore, I try to preach more positive
sermons as frequently as possible. However, today is
an exception because I have already said such a
gloomy thing today.
The Lord said that there are many people among
those pounding their chests and weeping who would
receive the judgment of God. That’s why the Lord
said that we should cry for ourselves and our
descendants instead of weeping for Him. There was a
notorious woman called Mary Magdalene at the time.
She met the Lord, received the remission of all her
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sins, and lived the spiritual life after realizing that
Jesus was the Savior. Then, one day, she witnessed
Jesus being taken to the Cross. She pounded her
chest and wept because she loved Jesus spiritually,
and a friend of Mary also pounded her chest and
wept along with her. Then, when Mary asked her
why she was crying, she said that she was crying
because she was so sad after she heard people saying,
“Jesus should not have been executed. But the Jews,
especially the chief priests, the elders, and the
religious people, incriminated Jesus falsely and Jesus
is being executed like that.”

Her Friend Had a Wrong Thinking
She was not able to think that she would die also
and that she would receive the judgment before the
presence of the Lord. The Lord is going to the Cross
now because the Lord took all the sins of the world at
the Jordan River. But among the people who are

crying for Jesus, the people who have sins in their
hearts would receive a horrible judgment of fire and
receive the suffering eternally, but they were crying
for Jesus without knowing such things. There
definitely is a judgment for every sinner. The Bible
says, “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but
after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). It is God’s
prearranged principle that a human dies once after
being born to this world once. Furthermore, there is
definitely a judgment after dying like that. However,
for the people who confess their faith and follow
after the Lord, there is Lord’s reward for them,
instead of a scary judgment.
Let’s see the Word from the Gospel of Luke
chapter 23 verses 32 to 38. Jesus received the death
penalty along with two others who had received the
same penalty and went up to the Golgotha Hills with
them. The other two people were crucified, and Jesus
was crucified there. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they do.” And the
Roman soldiers divided His garments and cast lots.
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The rulers sneered at Jesus, “He saved others; let
Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of
God,” and wrote on a board above Jesus’ head in
letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: “THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.”
The Pharisees also sneered at Him like that,
saying, “He did such things like forgiving and
cleansing the sins of the woman caught in adultery
while He was alive. Look at Him now.” They spat on
Him like that, mocked Him, and sneered at Him.
They sneered at Him, saying, “Save Yourself if You
are the Christ. You said that You are the King of
Kings. Then, save Yourself first. Shouldn’t You save
Yourself if You are the King?” Jesus was the true
King. Jesus was the King of Jews, the King of all the
people throughout the entire world who believe in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and the King of all
the creation. He was the true King. He was the true
Savior. He was the High Priest who has blotted away
the sins of human beings. Jesus was the true King
although the people at the time sneered at Him.

However, the people who wrote the Word “The
King of the Jews” when they crucified Jesus to mock
Him who was the King. They sneered at Him, “Save
Yourself if You are the King. How can You say You
are the King of Jews when You cannot even save
Yourself?”
Jesus was crucified not because He was not the
King of Jews. Jesus was crucified because He gave
Himself up to the Cross voluntarily in order to save
you, me, and the entire humankind with His body as
the King. It means that Jesus as the King gave up His
life to truly save you and me, as the Savior who
blotted away our sins, and as the Prophet.
Jesus did this because He was the true King who
loved His people, not because He was weak. He
came to this world to save His people. And the Lord
told us not to worry because He knew that He would
be resurrected from death in three days. The Lord
gave His body before the presence of God the Father
and received the baptism and died on the Cross to
save you and me, and all the people throughout the

◄

CONTENTS

►

154

Do Not Weep for Me, but Weep for Yourselves and for Your Children

entire world who believe in Jesus. It means that the
Lord became our true Savior by giving His body.
Do you believe in this? Jesus is Christ indeed. He
is truly the Christ. The word ‘Christ’ implies the
King, the High Priest, and the Prophet. Who is the
King of kings? Who is the One who will judge all the
people and the universe? Who is the One who will
judge the Devil? It’s Jesus Christ.

Jesus Speaks to Christian Sinners
and Many Religious People Who Pity
Him
Jesus wants them to weep for themselves, not for
Him. The people who have not received the
remission of sins and do not believe in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit the Lord has given to them,
and the people who do not believe in Jesus and do
not throw away their fleshly thinking must weep for
themselves now. They have to do so because they

will be cast into the eternal fire if they do not follow
the Lord with faith like that, if they do not return to
the spiritual thinking until the day of the Lord’s
return and do not confess the faith in the Lord.
Therefore, they must pound their chest and cry for
themselves and their descendants now.
Jesus is the true Prophet. He taught everything to
us. Jesus taught us how we became sinners and how
we receive the cleansing of sin. ‘The Lord said, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life. Those who believe in
me will never be destroyed, and they will receive the
eternal life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me.” The Lord taught us everything with the
Word. Therefore, we must now believe with our
hearts, and follow the Lord with thanksgiving.
We would just end up in death if we only followed
our fleshly thinking, saying, “It is enough for me now
since I have definitely received salvation.” We must
realize that any human being can become like that
and always live with faith. We must profess our faith
everyday and every moment and follow the Lord. I as
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well as you must do so. I do not want you to become
people who die after leading an erroneous life of faith,
and therefore, receive judgment later. I sincerely do
not want you to become people who end up in death
by following fleshly thinking, people who go against
the Lord like that. Really, aren’t there so many
people who have gone toward the destruction while
leading a spiritual life like that? Honestly speaking,
they were the same people just like us, but became
like that because they fell into fleshly thinking.
If Jesus becomes your Lord once, then He is your
eternal Lord. You must never think, “You have
become my Lord once, so I would like to forget
about You for a while. Let’s meet later at the time of
rapture.” You definitely become the Lord’s adversary
if you part from the Lord after following Him for a
while. If you follow your own fleshly thinking, do
not join together with God’s Church, and do not join
together with God’s workers, there is only death that
awaits you. There is only destruction. Like Judas, it
would have been better for such a person not to be

born to this world.
Satan the Devil is plotting many things in your
hearts now. You know that, right? But, that doesn’t
matter. Think about yourself. When you fall into
fleshly thinking anyway, realize how many evil
things you are doing and how much evil you are
plotting, and repent. Give thanks to the Lord who
saved such a person like you and follow after the
Lord immediately. You just have to have a desire to
follow the Lord with faith continuously and to keep
your mind spiritually although you are lacking. You
must become such people. It is arrogant to think, “I
have done enough in my spiritual life. I know what to
do even if you do not tell me constantly. I can do as
well as you can.” Such arrogance is the way of
destruction that leads to death.
You and I must meet the Lord after living with
faith and professing our faith constantly. We must
become the support for saving the people’s souls.
Have you seen an old tree? The outer part of the tree
is alive even though the inside is all rotten. New buds
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and leaves sprout out from there. When we go near a
pine tree, we can see many little pine trees growing
there from the seeds that fell from the pine tree. A
long time ago, I bought a little ginkgo tree and
planted it, and the ginkgo tree reaped fruits after
three or four years and so many other ginkgo trees
started sprouting forth from that root. So many new
trees sprout forth when we just plant one tree
properly and take proper care of the area around that
tree. We can gain as many as twenty trees from one
tree.
Then, how many spiritual trees can we attain from
each of us? How many people can we save? Would
we each just save a few hundred people? Would we
each save just a few tens of thousands of people? We
each can save hundreds of millions of people. Each
one of us will save hundreds of millions of people. I
am saying that each one of us would save that many
people if that one person followed the Lord to the
end with faith like that.
Are you thinking, “Who would receive salvation

through me when I am like this?” That’s not true.
The Lord works through you and saves many people
when you follow the Lord with faith. That is the
amazing work of the Lord. The Lord does this, not
you and me. I give thanks before the presence of our
God who uses us preciously like this.
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He Who Endures to
The End Shall Be Saved
< Luke 23:26-49 >
“Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a
certain man, Simon a Cyrenean, who was coming
from the country, and on him they laid the cross
that he might bear it after Jesus. And a great
multitude of the people followed Him, and women
who also mourned and lamented Him. But Jesus,
turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. For indeed the days are coming in
which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
wombs that never bore, and breasts which never
nursed!’ Then they will begin ‘to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover
us!’’ For if they do these things in the green wood,
what will be done in the dry?’ There were also two

others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.
And when they had come to the place called
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the
criminals, one on the right hand and the other on
the left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they do.’ And they divided
His garments and cast lots. And the people stood
looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered,
saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if
He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’ The soldiers
also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour
wine, and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews,
save Yourself.’ And an inscription also was written
over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew:
Then one of the criminals who were hanged
blasphemed Him, saying, ‘If You are the Christ,
save Yourself and us.’ But the other, answering,
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not even fear God,
seeing you are under the same condemnation?
And we indeed justly, for we receive the due
reward of our deeds; but this Man has done
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nothing wrong.’ Then he said to Jesus, ‘Lord,
remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say
to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’
Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.
Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was torn in two. And when Jesus had cried
out with a loud voice, He said, ‘Father, ‘into Your
hands I commit My spirit.’’ Having said this, He
breathed His last. So when the centurion saw what
had happened, he glorified God, saying,
‘Certainly this was a righteous Man!’ And the
whole crowd who came together to that sight,
seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and
returned. But all His acquaintances, and the
women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.”

What Does the Lord Say You Gain
When You Endure to the End?
People commonly refer to Jesus as the King of
Righteousness, the King of kings. Today, I want to
share words with you, the words about the topic,
“Our Lord as the King of Righteousness.”
When we look at today’s Scripture passage, we
can witness the scene of Jesus carrying the Cross up
the Golgotha Hills to receive the penalty of the Cross.
There was a large multitude of crowd weeping and
lamenting that followed Jesus when Jesus carried the
Cross up the Golgotha Hills like that. They wept and
pounded their chests in lamentation. We also can see
all kinds of scenes including the scene that a
Cyrenean man from the country came to Jerusalem at
the time and he even carried for Jesus the wooden
Cross that Jesus was carrying and followed Jesus.
As Jesus carried the wooden Cross up to Golgotha,
especially many women followed Him and wept in
lamentation. However, Jesus turned to them and said,
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“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children.” Our
Lord said, “For indeed the days are coming in which
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that
never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’” He
was saying that when the last day comes, there will
be blessing for the women who could not conceive a
child, that is, for the people who could not bear a
child and could not breastfeed their child. What does
this mean? Jesus said this because He knew what
terrible tribulations the people would face in the last
day.
That is correct. Even while carrying the Cross up
to Golgotha, our Lord worried about us and told us
what will happen during the last days. He spoke
about what terrible suffering the people will face at
the time when the tribulations of the seven horns and
of the seven bowls fall in the world at the end. What
sort of things will happen during the last days? The
universe will be shaken, the heavens, the heavenly
bodies of stars, will be shaken and all the people will

be destroyed. At that time, our Lord will come to this
world again and judge the people who have not been
born again. Therefore, the Lord spoke this Word to
us to make us think about and prepare for that time.
He was saying, “You must not pity Me just because I
am carrying the wooden Cross up to Golgotha like
this. You lament and weep for Me as you think
‘What a pity for such a young person’ or ‘What did
our Lord do wrong that He must suffer such terrible
thing.’ However, you must not weep for Me. Instead,
you must weep for yourself and your children in the
future.”
What is the reason the Lord said this? The Lord
said, “If you do not receive salvation in the coming
days, you will face greater suffering than carrying the
Cross up to Golgotha and being nailed to the Cross
that I am suffering. You will receive an eternal
suffering that is millions of times more terrible than
the suffering I receive on the Cross, the death I
receive, the disrespect that I receive, and the
tribulation I receive now. Lord spoke to you and me
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about the end times because of such a reason. Jesus
who is being crucified on the Cross in order to save
us admonished us the humankind even until His last
breath.
The Lord had never committed sin deserving of
death on the Cross. He had no sin and no fault. The
Israelites at that time said, “Jesus is the King of Jews.
Jesus is the King of Israel. He is the King” and hailed
Jesus as the King. The religious leaders of Israel
considered Him dangerous as the people hailed Jesus
as the King, and, therefore, they hated Jesus. Jesus
was receiving the penalty of the Cross like this
because so-called religious leaders and political
leaders such as the Pharisees, the chief priests, and
the Scribes hated Jesus. That’s correct. Although
Jesus did not have any sin, He carried the Cross up to
Golgotha due to the hatred, wariness, and false
incrimination ironically by the fervent religious
leaders. However, although they made false
accusation against Jesus, is Jesus the One who cannot
even prove His innocence? That’s not true. However,

the Lord received the penalty exactly in accordance
with the false accusation and was nailed to death on
the Cross.

Our Lord Did Not Have Any Sin
Jesus never even stole one piece of bread and He
never even used abusive language disgracefully like I
do. Our Lord had never done one wrongdoing that
would make Him guilty, and He had never even
committed a little sin. In spite of this, Jesus received
the penalty of the Cross, which was the penalty the
most horrible sinner had to receive at that time, and
carried the Cross up to Golgotha.
Then, why did Jesus have to carry the Cross? Our
Lord had sufficient power. If the Lord wanted to
show His innocence, He could have stopped that
penalty of the Cross immediately and even punished
all those who plotted evil against Him, sneered at
Him, and spat on Him. Jesus is God who always has
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sufficient power to show through the Word, “I am
God who created the universe. I am the Creator,” and
who could reveal this before their eyes and make
them kneel before Him. However, in spite of this,
Jesus quietly carried the Cross that was laid on Him
as the penalty. Jesus did not do anything wrong and
He had the power to reject that unjust penalty, but He
bore such suffering from the people who did not have
any power. Of course, we know and believe that the
Lord clearly did this for you and me.
Therefore, we call the Lord, who endured such
sacrifice to save us, as the ‘King of righteousness,’ or
‘The King of righteous work and love.’ No matter
how virtuous a person is in this world, there would be
no one who would just sit and take the suffering if
they received unjust persecution even though they
didn’t do anything wrong. Even if one did receive
unjust suffering, the person would never endure the
suffering if the person had power. Think about it for
a moment. If someone made false accusation against
me and harmed me in some way even though I hadn’t

done anything wrong, a fiery personality like the firearrow would have sprang up from my mind and I
would fight against the person who harmed me and
insist on my innocence. I would say to him, “I have
not done anything that you accuse me of. I will not
forgive you for spreading untrue rumors of
incrimination and harming me. I will make you pay
the price appropriate for that.” I would make it very
clear and inform everyone that I have not done
anything wrong and that there is no reason for me to
be harmed like that. Moreover, I would crush all the
persecution and unfair criticism on me at once and
restore my trampled ego by showing my innocence. I
mean that there isn’t anyone who would just stand
there and receive the false accusation helplessly no
matter how powerless a person is.
Of course there are some people in the world who
would give up their lives for good causes. Look at
Socrates, a great philosopher that people in the world
think highly of. He drank a cup of poison in order to
show to all the people the importance of obeying the
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Law. He died for a philosophical creed that says, “A
law is a law, however undesirable it may be.”
However, what is the definite reason he died like
that? He died like that because he was a person who
had no other way to show his righteousness except
that way.
Even among ordinary people, there are some
people who jump into fire to save people and end up
being crushed under a falling roof in the fire; and
there are people who jump into water to save a
drowning person and then drown in the water after
saving the person because he did not have enough
strength to save himself. People in the world call
them righteous and try to remember their selfsacrificing spirit.
However, such people did not die because they
had to perform righteousness by sacrificing
themselves. They died because they lacked power to
rescue themselves after saving other people. Of
course, they are truly upright people. The choice of
saving other people is truly righteous and upright.

However, whether their deeds are the right things to
do or righteous, one thing that is clear is that they
died because they did not have the power to save
their own life at the time. What significance would it
have even if Socrates drank a cup of poison to prove
his righteousness if he could not come back to life
again? They would have never died like that if they
had the power to take the falling roof and throw it
aside and save other people like Superman.
There is something that makes Jesus different
from the people who sacrificed themselves for good
causes, and it’s that Jesus is the Omnipotent God. Is
our Jesus someone who would suffer unjust treatment
from anyone because He does not have power? The
reason the Lord received the suffering of the Cross
quietly, in spite of that, is because He received all the
sins of us humankind at the Jordan River through the
baptism that John the Baptist gave to Him. It means
that the Lord took the penalty in our place because
the Lord took all the iniquities and sins of all the
people upon Himself through the baptism and carried
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the Cross up to Golgotha to blot out all our sins.
That’s right. The Lord did not suffer unjustly because
He did not have power. In order to save you and me
from all the sins of the world, the Lord received the
penalty of the Cross even though He had infinite
power. There would be no reason for the Lord to
receive the penalty of the Cross if the Lord did not
take over the sins of all the people of the world.
However, the Lord received the baptism to fulfill all
the righteousness of God, and He did not use His
almighty power, and, instead, He just received the
suffering of the Cross in order to fulfill all the
righteous work.
We can take the penalty of the Cross for granted
because we believe exactly the fact that our Lord
took all the sins of the world upon Himself by
receiving the baptism and that He received the
penalty of the Cross for our salvation. However, let’s
suppose that we were in Jesus Christ’s shoes. If we
suppose that you or I were Jesus, would we be able to
endure such penalty without resistance if we suffered

such unjust suffering like Jesus had? Would we
really be able to endure all the suffering and cruelty
even if we were to save all the humankind through
the penalty? We probably would have tried to escape
such fate. And we would have, therefore, insisted our
innocence and tried hard to rid ourselves of that
unjust incrimination. We would have tried to rid
ourselves of the false accusation right away and
prove our innocence and tried to escape that penalty
if we had sufficient power.
We occasionally experience many difficulties
while living in this world. At times we suffer
difficulties for the gospel and because of the gospel,
but there are also times when we suffer unjust
hardship or ignorance by those who are not born
again. How do we feel at such times? Don’t we feel
as if fire is burning in our hearts? Bombs the size of a
mountain are lit inside our hearts and ready to go off
at any moment, and then we can see them exploding
in bunches all at once when someone just touches
them, and no one can prevent them from exploding
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because they just explode simultaneously so fast. Of
course, it probably happens more to a person who has
fiery temper like me, but even gentle people always
explode such anger outwardly when the wrath inside
them goes beyond the point of tolerance.
However, our Lord did not do it like that. Unlike
us, the Lord is the truly righteous person. I think the
most blessed Word that gives hope in my heart is the
Word our Lord said on the Cross to the robber who
hung at His side: Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say
to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
Not living eternally in the world that is so full of
confusion, torments, and unrighteousness would
make us happy enough, but the Lord said that He
would make you and me live in the place that is full
of love and joy, a place filled only with peace and
without worries, a place full of joy without any evil. I
am so happy that we will live in such a place with the
beloved Lord. Paradise is such a place. Paradise is a
place where we can really love and care for all the
people there no matter who they are. I want you and

me to live with the Lord eternally in such Paradise. I
hope that we would always do well and share our
love with each other as much as we would want in
that world that only has glory and joy. I have not
only the desire to live in such Paradise, but I also
indulge in happiness and joy imagining that I am in
that place now. How wonderful would it be if we
were really in that Paradise now? Then, we would
not have to be frustrated and be upset with one
another and dispute and fight with one another as we
are now doing in this world. I hope for the coming of
the promised Paradise that is different from this
world that we live in, confronting danger all the time
and worrying about when the war might break out.

This World Seems to Be Caught in a
Threat of Wars
The powerful nations oppress the weaker nations
and the weaker nations make threats of making
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nuclear weapons in order to enhance their position.
There are rumors of war everywhere in the world and
natural disasters are occurring constantly. This world
is really desolate. It is such a confusing and
horrifying world that we cannot even say something
honestly from our hearts even if we want to. How
wonderful it will be when the peaceful world the
Lord rules comes fast, a world different from this
world. I am so happy when I think of the fact that we
the born-again will live in such a wonderful world in
the future. I am truly thankful to the Lord for the fact
that we will all be living in such a Paradise in the
future.
Even so, this world is too confusing and complex.
Doing the righteous work is also complex and
difficult. There are too many enemies. The people
like those who went against Jesus Christ at the time
still exist in this era. At the time, there were people
who gave up Jesus to be crucified to death on the
Cross, and there were some who personally nailed
Jesus to the Cross and killed Him by piercing Him

with a spear, and there were some who followed
Jesus along the way of the Cross up to Golgotha and
sneered at Him. One of the two robbers who were
hung on the cross on both sides of Jesus said to Jesus,
“If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us,” and
mocked Jesus along with the others who spat on Him.
Those who fought against the gospel like that still
repeat the same things in this world now.
This world really is a world that is full of wars,
natural disasters, and evil people, a world full of
unrighteousness rather than justness. It seems so
natural for us to really wait for the Paradise ruled by
the Lord as we live in this world, the Paradise the
Lord spoke of on the Cross to a criminal: “Assuredly,
I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
The Paradise our Lord promised, that is, the
Kingdom of the Lord, is full of all the best things like
love, joy, gentleness, peace, and self-restraint. The
Paradise is filled with the righteousness, benevolence,
and joy, and evil does not exist there. There is only
righteousness. When I think about the fact that the

◄

CONTENTS

►

167

He Who Endures to the End Shall Be Saved

Kingdom of the Lord is filled with goodness, I just
want to go there as soon as possible. I really hope for
all of us to go there soon.
The Lord really is the King of righteousness.
Therefore, the Lord received the penalty of the Cross
in order to blot out all our sins even though He had
never committed any sin. The Lord received the
baptism for all the people throughout the entire world
and took all the burden of the curse upon Himself by
bearing the Cross. Did the Lord receive the penalty
of the Cross because He did not have enough power?
No, Jesus had the power to show them and defeat the
unjust incrimination because He was the Almighty
God, but He did not use that power and He did not
break the bruised reed, instead, He took all our sins
upon Himself until He sent forth justice to victory.
That’s correct. The Lord received the judgment of the
Cross for our sins and received the horrible suffering.
And He became our true Savior by being resurrected
from death. That’s why the Lord is the King of
righteousness for you and me.

There really isn’t anyone or any creature that has
done more righteous work than our Lord. There isn’t
anything that is as righteous as Jesus. Who would
just take the horrible persecution even when he has
power? Who would do such a thing? Who in the
earth would receive such persecution from the people
when he is the powerful king? What king would
allow such a thing? What leader would give up his
royal authority and step down from his throne even
though he still has enough power? Instead,
historically speaking, the more power the kings of the
world had, the more they held onto their royal power
and authority, and oppressed and persecuted people
to maintain that power.
However, the Lord is different. Even though the
Lord had great power, He did not use the authority
and instead gave Himself up as the propitiation for all
mankind, the means of righteousness, for you and me.
It means that He gave up His body entirely and saved
you and me with His baptism and blood. That’s why
our Lord is the King of righteousness, the King of
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peace, the King of love, and the true God of salvation
for all the people who believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, including you and me. Do you
believe in this fact?
This world is truly a difficult and tiring world now.
A terrible darkness covers all the earth and all things
of the universe are waiting for the day of the Lord’s
coming. I know that you and I are not living
comfortably in such a desolate world. The hearts of
all the people of the world are hardened now. They
are thirsty for one another’s blood for their own
profit and they are thirsty for evil. The people of this
age are not thirsty for the righteousness or goodness,
and their hearts are, rather, being changed into dark
souls that are thirsty for evil only. They cannot even
endure small difficulties and interfere with others.
They love money more than God and they love deceit
more than the Truth, and it has become a world that
denies the power of true godliness even though they
have a form of godliness (2 Timothy 3:5). This Word
is recorded in the First and the Second Book of

Timothy, but we can see that the reality we see with
our eyes is like that even though it is not mentioned
specifically like that.
You and I are being used as the vessels of
righteousness in such confused world now. Although
we are weak and lacking physically, at least we who
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are
doing the righteous work now. That’s right. Though
we are lacking, we are carrying out, step by step, the
work of delivering God’s salvation and the love of
Jesus Christ, the King of righteousness and peace to
the entire world. We definitely are doing the work of
the righteousness even though we are insufficient.
Many people are encountering the gospel and
receiving salvation through the work of the
righteousness we are doing. Although it seems small
in our eyes, 200 to 300 people a day from various
countries are actually ordering our free books and
downloading the electronic books. We will continue
to do the work of distributing the electronic books
and free books to spread the gospel of the water and
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the Spirit to all the people throughout the entire
world.
We are doing this kind of work. We do this work
because of our Lord. And we love our brothers and
sisters because of Jesus. We love our friends and all
the people throughout the entire world because of
Jesus. We do the work of witnessing the gospel to all
the people of the world because of Jesus. We do not
do this work because we are benevolent. Rather, we
give ourselves as the instruments of righteousness
before the presence of the Lord with faith even
though we are weak because Jesus is the King of
righteousness and because He clothes us with the
righteousness and gives His love and peace to us.

The Gospel Is Spreading Throughout
the Entire World through the
Internet Ministry and the Literature
Ministry We Are Doing.
If 100 people throughout the world received and
read the electronic books every day, then it would
amount to 3,000 people who receive and read our
books each month. And it would add up to 36,000
people in a year. If each of those people received the
gospel of the water and the Spirit properly, then they
have already received salvation. If each of the bornagain delivers the gospel to the other person per each
month, then, it would amount to about 100 million
people next year. Then, the gospel would be
preached to about 2 billion people in two years. This
is the era when the gospel is spread so rapidly like
this.
The gospel is being preached even now through
our devotion. However, in proportion to the
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spreading of the gospel, our life becomes even more
tired. As the Lord’s saying “All who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution,” not so
many people want to receive this righteousness and
do the righteous deed together with us even though
we truly want to share the righteousness of the Lord
with them. Some people say that they have received
the remission of sins after believing in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit, and they say they want to do
the work of the gospel with us. But they ask for
money for their service in no time. I don’t know
whether they like money better than Jesus, but there
were many people who just asked for money without
any interest in preaching the gospel.
Although we are lacking, we want to serve the
Lord and preach this gospel. That is our purpose.
However, the hearts of other people are much
different from ours. At times, therefore, our love
toward the people of the world cools off. It means
that our love for the people will grow cold as the
Lord said, “And because lawlessness will abound,

the love of many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12).
Our benevolent heart diminishes a lot when we look
at people who do lawless acts and just try to fill their
pockets under the pretext of God’s righteousness,
when we look at people who are just interested in the
material things instead of doing the righteous work.
Our hearts that look at such things die constantly.

As the King of Righteousness, Our
Lord Gave Us the Righteousness of
God
Although we are lacking very much, we can do
the righteous work of leading many people to the
righteousness because the Lord has given us His
righteousness. We desire to live the life of
righteousness in this world even though we are
insufficient because Jesus took all our sins upon
Himself through the baptism, died on the Cross, and
saved us by being resurrected from death. So I want
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to preach the gospel of the righteousness. Do you
also want to do so?
These days, new English books, new Korean
books, as well as new editions of various languages
are published continuously. When such books are
delivered to our Church, take them to your home and
read them as frequently as you can. Put them on your
bookshelf and read them all the time. These books
are really precious for your soul and mine.
Most Christians are deceived by the evil one, that
is, Satan the Devil now. They murmur “Lalalala” and
say that they are speaking in tongues, and they clap
their hands, roll over, weep and cry out, and scream;
they understand such strange behaviors as the work
of the Holy Spirit. Why is that so? It’s because Satan
the Devil, the deceiver, has deceived people like that.
The books that we are publishing now are talking
about how Satan the Devil deceives us from what the
truth is, and how we become born again through the
water and the Spirit.
We do not have anything righteous in our flesh at

all. However, we can do the righteous work through
the faith of believing in the Lord. Therefore, let’s put
our strength together and do the Lord’s work even
though we are lacking. When we collect fireflies and
put them in a bottle, they illuminate as much as a
candle. As such, although our individual faith is
small by itself, I believe it will be enough to light up
the entire world if we bring our faith together in one
place like this. The world is so chaotic and dark right
now. I believe that many people will recognize the
light and follow it in this darkening world even if
each one’s light is a small light. I believe that many
people throughout the entire world will discover our
light and meet the Lord. Do you also believe like
that? Let’s live with such faith.
Really, we do not have anything righteous in our
physical body, but we can do righteous deeds and
live righteously through the Holy Spirit because the
Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts. Let’s live
righteously like that until the day of the Lord’s
coming. Let’s do the righteous work until the end and
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preach the gospel to the end of the world so that all
the people of the world can hear the gospel and
receive eternal life after meeting the Lord. Let’s do
the righteous work so that they can receive the
remission of sins in their hearts so that they and we,
all of us, may really greet the Lord without any
shame when the Lord returns to this world. As the
Lord said to one of the robbers, “You will be with Me
in Paradise,” we must preach the good news that
whoever believes in the Lord will enter Paradise, the
Kingdom of the Lord even though everyone has no
righteousness in his or her flesh. Let’s do the
righteous work like that and go to the Lord.
Even though our flesh is too lacking, the life of
believing in the righteousness of God is the righteous
life. This world is so terrible and unrighteous that
people do not like to do righteous work. They
consider a person who practices righteousness as a
fool or an idiot. We live in a period when the
righteousness of God has totally been lost; we live in
the world where people estrange themselves from the

born-again who serve the righteousness of God by
faith. However we must live a life worthy of the
disciples of the Lord, the King of righteousness, even
in the midst of such world. We must do the righteous
work and live a life of witnessing the righteousness
of Christ throughout the entire world even though we
are lacking. I mean that we must live with faith and
then go before the Lord.
There still are so many people throughout the
entire world that are in bondage to sins and dying due
to their sins because they do not know the
righteousness of Christ. We must know clearly that
there are many people who are dying from the
oppression of the Devil. There really are so many
people like that. There are so many people like that
throughout all the continents of the entire world, in
Africa, Europe, America, and Asia. We are people
who have so much work to do because so many
people are being deceived by Satan the Devil like
that.
Our Lord is the King of righteousness and He
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dwells in our hearts as such a King even now. The
Lord always lives in our hearts as the King of
righteousness. Therefore, you and I cannot help but
become His servants. We cannot help but do the
righteous work, the upright work. Preaching the
gospel of the water and the Spirit throughout the
entire world is the righteous work for us. We must
live the life of preaching the gospel as the deliverers
of the gospel so that the people who otherwise have
no chance to know the gospel of the water and the
Spirit may come to know the gospel. We are people
whose fate has been determined by Jesus to live such
a life. God has called us to live such a life.
We have at least received the remission of sins,
but there are so many people who do not even know
the existence of this gospel. There are billions of
people in the earth who do not know that the Lord
has blotted out all their sins, that the Lord took all
their sins upon Himself through His baptism. We
must always remember this and have faith in our
hearts as the righteous people who endure and

withstand the difficult matters in preaching the
gospel. I want you to be the righteous people that can
endure persecution for God’s righteousness, suffer
for the righteousness, even withstand hunger and
thirst for the righteousness, and become the righteous
who are really hungry to do the righteous work. Even
though we may not be so hungry in flesh, we must
become the people who are truly hungry and thirsty
to do the righteous work spiritually.
Actually, we have already become such people by
faith. However, we must do much more work in the
days to come. It is really difficult to preach the
gospel in this dark and foul world, a world that is as
precarious as if it were in the hands of Satan. We are
like marathon runners who have to endure a long and
difficult race of 42.195 km. The marathon is also
referred to as the flower of the Olympic Games. You
would know what this means if you have ever
watched a marathon race that is held on the last day
of each Olympic Games. As you know, marathon
runners have to run 42.195 km to complete the race.

◄

CONTENTS

►

174

He Who Endures to the End Shall Be Saved

Throughout the long race, they do not walk. They run
the course and fight against themselves only for the
victory. I think we have run about 20 km on that road
of hardship. We would say that a marathon runner
has passed through a certain critical point of the race
if he has run about 20km. They say that a marathon
runner, at a certain point, experiences a pain that
feels as if their stomach is being cut off if they run 20
km at a regular speed. When they reach that critical
point, their breathing becomes difficult, their mouth
starts foaming and fuming sourly. However, once
they overcome that difficult point and continue
running, then they are able to run without much
difficulty for a while.
You also have probably overcome such critical
points once or twice until now as you serve the Lord.
Although we know that the work of serving the Lord
and preaching the gospel is righteous and upright, at
times, it was also unpleasant and frustrating to us
because it was so difficult. We now have the end of
the race in sight after overcoming a few critical

points like that. Marathon runners who are running
the final part of the race usually begin to run even
faster than they did at the beginning of the race. They
run by using all their strength with the victory in
sight. We are now at a point where we must run with
all our strength like the marathon runners who run
hardest at the end. The contestant who trains himself
without ceasing throughout the whole year for one
marathon race consequently overcomes the
limitations of his or her flesh and wears the crown of
laurel.
Our serving the Lord and preaching the gospel is
like that. We overcome our lacking and weaknesses
and give all our strength for the righteousness of the
Lord and accomplish all the things we must achieve
in this foul and unrighteous world and eventually
reach the land of Paradise where the Lord is and
dwell with Him in peace there. That is the work we
must do and that is the Paradise where the
righteousness of the Lord leads us to.
As we preach the gospel for a couple of years
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more, I am sure that we will see many natural
disasters occurring throughout the world everywhere
from then on. It seems the world is changing to evil
from moment to moment like this. I am saying this to
you now because I think we must do the work while
it is not so terrible now. I am trying to work very
diligently now. We can rest after we have finished all
our tasks, but it is time for us to work without casing
now. We will be able to rest when we finish all our
work and reach the end of the race. Therefore, we
must work diligently while there isn’t so much
turmoil in the world and our country South Korea
ranks first in terms of distribution of high-speed
Internet connections among OECD countries. Then,
we can preach the gospel throughout the entire world
with electronic books and paper books. Would we
really be able to preach the gospel at a time when
there are great floods and landslides? Would we be
able to continue on with the work of preaching the
gospel in a country where snowstorms are blazing
and people are freezing to death because of the

deadly cold? No, we would not. How would we be
able to preach the gospel if too much snow came and
we were in the midst of a disaster? Who would have
the mind to listen to the gospel at such time, and who
would sit down by the computer and download the
electronic books and who would be interested in a
spiritual work? Therefore, I think that we must
preach the gospel while they have such wisdom,
while they are comfortable physically and they could
think of spiritual things. I think we must do such
work now.
Every moment is so precious and we need to
preach the gospel as soon as possible now. Now is
the time when we must speed up in preaching the
gospel throughout the entire world. And when we are
not able to preach the gospel to the entire world, we
will then preach the gospel to our family members.
At that time, we will give them a very precious
opportunity and lead them to receive remission of all
their sins.
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We Are the People of the Lord, the
King of Righteousness
Do not lament this world just because the world is
unrighteous. Especially in such times as these, let’s
run together toward the way for the righteousness
that is given to us, for the way for the gospel. Let’s
pray for the gospel, keep our faith together, wait and
look toward the Kingdom of the Lord, and live with
the hope of abiding there. You must not think that
you will live for tens of thousands of years in this
world. The Lord said, “Blessed in the last days are
the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which
never nursed!” It’s because the mountains would be
swept away and all kinds of terrible catastrophes will
cover the entire world as the fire and hails would fall,
and the earthquakes would erupt. The stars of the
dark skies from the Milky Way Galaxy will fall
toward the earth. When we look at the Book of
Revelation, it says the stars will fall to the earth. The
Lord said 1/3 of the stars will fall to the ocean in a

single day and the fish will die. It is also written,
“And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a
torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the
springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood.
A third of the waters became wormwood, and many
men died from the water, because it was made bitter”
(Revelation 8:10-11). I know that God is telling you
and me beforehand because truly amazing disasters
will happen before our eyes.
Beloved saints, the Lord is truly the King of
righteousness. There is no one in the earth who is
more righteous than our Lord. There is no such god
like our God and no one among humans who is like
Him. Who would not use the power even though he
has great power and, instead, sacrifice himself for the
people he had created, give to the people the love that
saves them from death and condemnation, and lead
them to the Paradise of the eternal Kingdom? Only
the Lord is like that. The Lord is our Savior who
saved you and me. For us, there really is only the
Lord. We have received salvation and eternal life
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through the Lord only.
It is recorded in the Bible, “Now it was about the
sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth
until the ninth hour. Then the sun was darkened, and
the veil of the temple was torn in two. And when
Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said,
‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ Having
said this, He breathed His last.”
Here, the veil of the Temple was torn in the
middle when Jesus Christ died. The veil of the
Temple that was perfectly okay was suddenly torn
apart. Why was the veil of the Temple torn apart?
The veil of the Temple was torn apart because Jesus
came to this world and received the baptism and
carried the sins of the world to the Cross and suffered
death by being nailed to the Cross so that anybody
can enter the Kingdom of God by believing in Jesus
Christ.
Think about the function of the Temple. The
Temple is the place that the Israelites confessed their
sins and received the remission of sins through the

sacrifices. The veil in the Temple was torn in two.
That is because all our sins were blotted out and there
was no longer need for people to receive the
remission of sins in the Temple thanks to the death of
Jesus on the Cross. It means that Jesus tore down the
wall that stood between God and us by saving us
from all the sins of us humankind with His baptism
and blood. Moreover, it means that God clothed us
with the righteousness of God and made us His
children. How great is the Lord who did this amazing
and righteous work? I really want all the people of
the world to know the righteousness that our Lord
has fulfilled, as the Scriptures said, “Certainly this
was a righteous Man!” (Luke 23:47)
Although we cannot compare our Lord with
human beings, our Lord is even more righteous than
the firemen who have shown the self-sacrificing
spirit that made them jump into fire to save other
people. Many people shed tears for such righteous
firemen and participate in campaigns to help their
families and remember them fondly. They hold
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charity concerts and do everything to make their
sacrifice known in the world.
However, it is not our mission to make such
people known. Instead, our mission is to tell the
entire world of our Lord and extol and praise the
Lord eternally. We must preach to the entire world
the love and salvation of the Lord who saved us from
our sins by blotting out all our sins, the Lord who did
not act with His power even though He has power,
but instead, lowered Himself and loved us with
eternal love. I want you and me to meet the Lord
after living like that with faith. The time in this world
is only like a shooting arrow. Our Lord will
definitely come in a short while. Do you know this
fact?
The more precarious the world is, the more wisely
we must live and go against Satan the Devil with
faith. When uneasy feelings come into your heart and
Satan the Devil attacks your heart, then, command
him, saying, “I command you, Satan the Devil, in the
name of Jesus Christ, depart from me!” Only then,

Satan would not be able to oppress your souls.
Otherwise, Satan would oppress your soul because
Satan is a being that always gives us fear in our heart
and threatens your soul. There is only one way to
defeat all the fears against Satan the Devil and the
enemies. We must say, “In the name of Jesus Christ,
depart from me, Satan the Devil.” Why is this so? It’s
because Jesus Christ has defeated Satan the Devil
and he cannot do anything before the presence of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must command him to go
away in the name of Jesus Christ like that.
We must defeat Satan the Devil with the name of
Jesus Christ and deliver the love of Jesus Christ to
the people of the world by defeating Satan the Devil
with faith of believing in the Lord. We must preach
to the entire world the salvation the Lord has given to
us by blotting out all the sins because He so loved the
world. We must live by faith and then stand before
the presence of God with faith. Until then, we must
hold onto the righteousness of the Lord, boast of the
righteousness of the Lord, and look to the Paradise
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the Lord has promised us. We must rejoice,
overcome the tribulations, and wait for the Kingdom
of God in the midst of hope.
As the Scriptures say, “And now abide faith, hope,
love, these three, but the greatest of these is love,”
our Lord treats us with love like that and also made
us the children of God. The consequence of that love
is hope. Therefore, we must look to the Kingdom of
God with hope in our hearts. Furthermore, we must
preach the Lord’s gospel with such faith as we live in
this world. God has blotted out all our sins to give us
His Kingdom. He has saved us. Therefore, we must
hope for the Kingdom of God as we live with faith.
In the near future, we will meet the Lord. You and
I will see with our own eyes all the Word recorded in
the Scriptures actually being fulfilled. We will surely
see this Word being realized because the Word is the
Truth. That day is not far away.
That does not mean we should just sit around and
do nothing. Rather, we must preach the gospel even
more and equip ourselves with faith, and we must

equip ourselves with the Word and live with hope to
enter the Kingdom of the Lord. As we look at the
world that is collapsing, we must not become
discouraged with depression and we must throw
away our gloomy thinking by commanding, “In the
name of Jesus, depart from me, Satan.” We must
hope for the Kingdom of God the Lord gives to us
like that and wait with faith for the hope of living in
that Kingdom that is full of righteousness and love in
the midst of joy. Do you understand?
Let all of us who are born again through the water
and the Spirit live with such faith. Let’s meet the
Lord after living with faith. We have to endure just a
little longer. It will not be long. Maybe that’s why it
is more difficult. But anyway, let’s endure just a little
longer, doing the work of the gospel. We must fulfill
the mission of preaching the gospel with all our
strength. We would be able to take a lot of rest and
enjoy ourselves if there were many other people
beside us who would do this work. However, there
will be very few people who are willing to do this
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work beside us. In fact there isn’t anyone who would
do the work of the Lord beside us no matter how I
look around, even if I look all over the world
everywhere. That’s correct. There isn’t anyone who
would do the work of the gospel beside us.
The Lord gave us the greatest blessing and also
entrusted us with the greatest work. And He has great
expectation for us and gives us the greatest gift.
Although our shoulders are heavy, we can do
everything with faith if we do it together with the
Lord. Even though the work of the righteousness that
is entrusted to us is too difficult for us, we just give
thanks to the Lord because we hope for the
wonderful days that will come in the future.
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The Resurrected Lord
Has Given Us
The Hope of Resurrection
< Luke 24:13-53 >
“Now behold, two of them were traveling that
same day to a village called Emmaus, which was
seven miles from Jerusalem. And they talked
together of all these things which had happened.
So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that
Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But
their eyes were restrained, so that they did not
know Him. And He said to them, ‘What kind of
conversation is this that you have with one
another as you walk and are sad?’ Then the one
whose name was Cleopas answered and said to
Him, ‘Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem,
and have You not known the things which
happened there in these days?’ And He said to

them, ‘What things?’ So they said to Him, ‘The
things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people, and how the chief priests and our
rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death,
and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was
He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed,
besides all this, today is the third day since these
things happened. Yes, and certain women of our
company, who arrived at the tomb early,
astonished us. When they did not find His body,
they came saying that they had also seen a vision
of angels who said He was alive. And certain of
those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said; but Him they
did not see.’ Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones,
and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to
have suffered these things and to enter into His
glory?’ And beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the
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Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Then
they drew near to the village where they were
going, and He indicated that He would have gone
farther. But they constrained Him, saying, ‘Abide
with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far
spent.’ And He went in to stay with them. Now it
came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that
He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew
Him; and He vanished from their sight. And they
said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us on the road, and
while He opened the Scriptures to us?’ So they
rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem,
and found the eleven and those who were with
them gathered together, saying, ‘The Lord is risen
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’ And they
told about the things that had happened on the
road, and how He was known to them in the
breaking of bread. Now as they said these things,
Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said

to them, ‘Peace to you.’ But they were terrified
and frightened, and supposed they had seen a
spirit. And He said to them, ‘Why are you
troubled? And why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I
Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see I have.’ When He
had said this, He showed them His hands and His
feet. But while they still did not believe for joy,
and marveled, He said to them, ‘Have you any
food here?’ So they gave Him a piece of a broiled
fish and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate
in their presence. Then He said to them, ‘These
are the words which I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that all things must be fulfilled
which were written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.’ And He
opened their understanding, that they might
comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to them,
‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the
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third day, and that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in His name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of
these things. Behold, I send the Promise of My
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of
Jerusalem until you are endued with power from
on high.’ And He led them out as far as Bethany,
and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now
it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He
was parted from them and carried up into heaven.
And they worshiped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in
the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.”

What Did the Disciples of Jesus say?
How are you, everyone? Luke, the disciple of
Jesus, who recorded today’s Scripture passage, was
really meek in temperament. On the contrary, Mark
who recorded the Gospel of Mark had a very strong

faith and he was ingenuous. And Matthew who was a
tax collector was logical in his argument, so he
recorded the wonderful Word of God called the
Gospel of Matthew after becoming a disciple of Jesus.
Matthew consistently recorded all the events that
occurred around Jesus from a perspective of Jesus’
Kingship. However, among the disciples of Jesus, the
one who was closest to the Lord spiritually and had
prudent character was probably the Apostle Paul.
John who was closest to the Lord spiritually and had
the upright faith in God recorded Jesus Christ as
God; he recorded the work of Jesus Christ during 33
years of His life from the highest perspective.
As I have mentioned moments ago, Luke, the
author of the Gospel of Luke, was a disciple of Jesus
and was meek in temperament. Therefore, he
mentioned much about the weaknesses of the humans
in the Gospel of Luke because he knew well about
them. The Four Gospels all record the resurrection of
Jesus, and the Gospel of Luke records the
resurrection of Jesus focusing on the special account
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that Jesus’ two disciples experienced on their way
down to Emmaus.
After Jesus died on the Cross, the corpse of Jesus
was laid in the stone grave that was prepared for
Joseph of Arimathea. He was not buried deep
underneath the ground like in our country, but His
body was just placed in a cave grave. In Israel, when
a person died, they used to put the person inside a
cave and closed off the entrance, and the wealthy
people made a stone grave and put the corpse in the
grave and sealed the entrance. That was the custom
in Israel at the time. People in our country Korea are
familiar with earth, the soil. Therefore, people in our
country commonly bury the corpse underneath the
ground and allow it to decompose and return to the
earth. However, in Israel, they put corpse in the cave
and the corpse decomposed and returned to nature.
Such a burial custom preserved the corpse longer.
Because they just lay the dead corpse on the surface
of the ground, the bones remain when the flesh is
decomposed. However, in the eastern burial custom,

even the bones are decomposed completely as time
passes by.
And the appearance of the grave is very different,
too. In the western countries, they often use the grave
made of cement or stones, but in the eastern countries,
we often bury the corpse underneath the earth and lay
grass over it. Confucian ideology of those countries
has made such a tradition, and it has brought much
loss to their land space. Even in our country, Korea,
the area of the public graveyards is very big, and they
are the major obstacles in national land planning.
Anyway, our Jesus was resurrected after being
buried in the cave grave in three days after dying on
the Cross after saying, “It is finished!” Two people
who first saw the resurrection of the Lord were Mary
Magdalene and the other woman also called Mary. At
the time, these two women went to the stone grave
with a few female believers. They went there to
apply the spices to the corpse so the corpse will not
decompose too easily and so the smell of the corpse
will not be so strong. They went to the grave very
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early in the morning, at early dawn when the
morning sun was beginning to rise, and they saw that
the large stone that closed off the cave grave had
fallen off from the entrance. When they looked inside,
the corpse of Jesus had vanished and only the folded
garment that had been rolled over the corpse
remained there. While they were embarrassed as they
found that Jesus’ corpse had vanished and wondered
what they should do, two angels appeared to them
and asked them, “Why are you looking for Jesus who
is not here?” The angel said, “The Lord has
resurrected as He said and He is in the place that He
told you He would be.”
At this, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were
astonished. They were so happy and joyful as well as
fearful that they ran to the disciples of Jesus as if they
had lost their mind. Then, they told them all the
things they had seen. John and Peter who were
impetuous ran to the grave immediately. And they
saw that the corpse had really disappeared and there
were only the linen cloths lying folded. Jesus

resurrected on the third day after dying on the Cross.
On the fourth day after Jesus’ death, a day after the
resurrection of Jesus, the rumor that Jesus had
resurrected spread rampantly and people began
talking about this everywhere.
In such a situation, two disciples of Jesus were
going down to the village of Emmaus with
disappointment and fear. While Jerusalem was
located on the hillside, the village of Emmaus was
located outskirts of the city located about 10
kilometers down from Jerusalem. The two of them
were going down that road with disappointment.
They were reminiscing about all the things that
happened and talking to each other. Then, Jesus
appeared to the disciples who were going down sadly
with memories of the past.
Of course, the disciples could not recognize Jesus
for a while. Jesus appeared to them in the appearance
of an ordinary sojourner traveling on the road. Jesus
asked the disciples, “What happened in Jerusalem?
What are two of you talking about?” Then, the two
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disciples stopped momentarily and told Him, “My
gosh! You live in Jerusalem and you do not know
what has happened during the last few days? The
biggest happening has occurred. The chief priests and
the government officials gave up Jesus to the
Romans to be put to death and He received a capital
sentence. Then, He was nailed to the Cross and shed
blood and died. We took Jesus to a cave grave, but
the corpse has disappeared. There are some among
the other disciples of Jesus who say that they have
met the resurrected Jesus personally, and I am
confused. How could you not know of such a big
incident that just happened during the last few days?”

Jesus Told the Two Disciples Who
Were Going Down to Emmaus
The Lord explained to them the things that were
written about Jesus Christ in the Book of Psalms and
the Books of Moses and the Prophets in the Old

Testament. As He was walking along with them, the
evening came and the sun went down. Jesus wanted
to continue on His way, but they constrained Him,
saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and
the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with
them.” Hence, the Lord had meal with them. While
having dinner with them, Jesus took the bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then the
disciples saw that the sojourner was Jesus Himself.
They finally recognized Jesus.
There was a question: “How were the two
disciples not able to recognize Jesus even though
they met Jesus right in front of them?” Jews used to
cover their heads with cloth. Therefore, the two
disciples did not recognize Jesus at first, but they
realized He was Jesus when they sat together for
dinner and took bread from Him. As soon as the
disciples recognized Jesus, He left the place
immediately like wind. That was a hair-raising
experience. When the disciples of Jesus first met the
resurrected Jesus on the way to Emmaus, they were
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confused with many things. However, their hearts
burned with passion when the Lord interpreted the
Word from the Book of Psalms and the Pentateuch in
the Old Testament and explained it to them. And they
finally recognized that He was Jesus especially when
He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. Although they were confused because Jesus
disappeared like that, they were sure that they had
met Jesus. After spending the night like that, they ran
to Jerusalem to the other disciples and told them of
the fact.
At the time when the disciples of Jesus who heard
this fact gathered and were talking among themselves,
Jesus appeared in the midst of them personally. Let’s
look at today’s Scripture passage from verses 36 to
45. It says, “Now as they said these things, Jesus
Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them,
‘Peace to you.’ But they were terrified and frightened,
and supposed they had seen a spirit. And He said to
them, ‘Why are you troubled? And why do doubts
arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet,

that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’
When He had said this, He showed them His hands
and His feet. But while they still did not believe for
joy, and marveled, He said to them, ‘Have you any
food here?’ So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish
and some honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their
presence. Then He said to them, ‘These are the words
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
all things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
concerning Me.’ And He opened their understanding,
that they might comprehend the Scriptures.”
The two disciples of Jesus who were going down
to Emmaus met Jesus on the road and recognized that
He was Jesus when He took the bread and gave it to
them, but Jesus had already disappeared. Afterwards,
they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us on the road, and
while He opened the Scriptures to us?” And they
came down to Jerusalem and met the other disciples
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of Jesus and told them what had happened. And there
were some among them who had met Jesus as the
two disciples had. There were some who doubted the
resurrection of Jesus and there were some who were
sure of His resurrection, and, therefore, they debated
the possibilities fervently.
Then, at that moment, Jesus appeared in the midst
of them and said, “Peace to you.” A false teacher
these days says, “The Holy Spirit comes in through
the east gate. The Holy Spirit is coming down from
the west door.” However, here, Jesus just actually
appeared in the center. It means that Jesus really
appeared in the midst of the place where the eleven
disciples who were disturbed greatly at the news of
the resurrection of Jesus were. That is, if there was a
room this size and we were talking among ourselves,
Jesus appeared in the midst of us. The disciples were
astonished and fearful when they saw Jesus who
appeared in the midst of them. At that time, Jesus
said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and

My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I
have.” The disciples of Jesus were happy to see Him
again, but they could not believe His resurrection and
they just thought it incredible. Then, Jesus asked
them, “Have you any food here?” The disciples took
one piece of broiled fish and gave it to Jesus. Jesus
took that and actually ate it.
At the time before Jesus appeared in the midst of
them, the disciples probably said things like, “There
are some people who really saw the resurrected Jesus.
Even these two disciples said that they had
conversation with Jesus on the road while they were
going down to Emmaus. They did not recognize Him
at first, but He disappeared when they recognized
Him later. What is going on here? It is so confusing?
Have you seen Him, too? Other disciples say that
they have seen Him, too. That’s really strange.”
While they were murmuring with one another like
that, Jesus just appeared in the center of the place like
that without even opening the door and coming in.
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To His disciples who were so astonished, Jesus
showed His hands and feet and said, “Reach your
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your
hand here, and put it into My side.”
When we look at the other book of the gospel, it
records that Thomas, one of the twelve disciples of
Jesus, could not believe the word of the other
disciples. It means that he did not believe the
accounts of people seeing Jesus. However, Jesus who
really appeared before them said to Thomas, “Reach
your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach
your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be
unbelieving, but believing” (John 20:27). As the
Lord said, Thomas really verified the resurrection of
Jesus by putting his hands into in the flesh of Jesus
where the marks of the nail still remained. That’s
how Thomas became the man of faith. That is not
recorded in the Gospel of Luke here, but it does
record here that Jesus had food. He said, “Do you
have food to eat now? My flesh, as well as the Spirit,
also resurrected.” When the disciples gave a piece of

broiled fish to Jesus, He ate it immediately. And He
gave the Word to the disciples, blessed them, and
went up to Heaven. ‘It says, “And He led them out as
far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and
blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed
them, that He was parted from them and carried up
into heaven.” And it means that the Word actually
was fulfilled.
As we read the Word of God today, you may think,
“Jesus was resurrected. I am so thankful.” Of course,
I also give thanks to the Lord. I am also hopeful that
we will also be like that in the future. Here, the hope
means desiring after it. Then, what should we desire
to be? The event of Jesus’ resurrection from death is
a greater blessing than the blessing of Jesus blotting
out all our sins through the gospel of water and the
Spirit and God making us His children. That’s why
the resurrection is the greatest blessing. Here, Jesus
was resurrected. And we also will be resurrected
again. To come alive again is truly a great blessing to
us.
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As we live in this world, there are times when we
leave a blemish that cannot be erased. Hence, what
do people say? They say, “I really would want to live
well without such blemish if I had another chance.”
People say such things often. But such blemishes do
not bind us the born-again. Jesus has blotted out all
our sins and blemishes perfectly. We who believe in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit have received
the remission of sins, become the children of God,
and we will go and live in the Kingdom of God in the
future. We definitely believe in this fact.
But, Jesus was resurrected from the valley of no
return called ‘death’ that no one can return from just
because he wants to. Let’s focus on such resurrection
of Jesus and think about it. And let’s desire it with
our hearts. Let’s desire to die together with Jesus, rise
again together with Jesus, receive new life, and start
a new life. That’s the core of the meaning of the
resurrection of Jesus. As we greet Easter Sunday, we
must focus on these things and think about them.

You and I Have Received the
Remission of Sins by Believing in the
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit
It’s a good thing that we have received the
remission of sins. We have become the children of
God and we will go to the Kingdom of God in the
future. However, we must do the work of God while
we live in this world. God’s work is righteous and
upright, but it is that difficult and challenging.
However, we have hope. As our souls have received
salvation, our flesh also desires to die once and be
brought back to life again and spread the wings of
our dreams and live a new life. Jesus was resurrected
from the dead and started a new life. Jesus entered
the eternal world and now lives gloriously as the
King, enjoying riches and splendor.
Therefore, what did the Lord say while He was
dying on the Cross? A robber to His side said to the
Lord, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say
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to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” As
you well know, ‘Utopia’ is one of the synonyms of
‘paradise.’ The word ‘Utopia’ comes from Greek
words ou (not, no) and topos (place). So, it means
literarily ‘a place that is nowhere on earth,’ or ‘an
imaginary place considered to be perfect or ideal.’
Then, what is the meaning of the Lord’s Word that
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with
Me in Paradise.” It is saying that, as the Lord
finished 33 years of life in this world and lives a new
life in the eternal world, you and I who believe in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit also have new life
to enjoy. If we desire to enjoy new life, we must
believe and give thanks for the fact that Jesus was
resurrected.
Did Jesus really resurrect from death? Jesus was
resurrected from death so that our body that is
corruptible will put on the incorruptible and live
eternally with a new life (1 Corinthians 15:53). I
have told you earlier that hope means desiring after
something. Then, what do you and I desire? Human

beings definitely die once after being born again in
this world. If our body will be resurrected like the
Lord after dying, what would we desire before the
presence of God at that time? What would we desire
if our imperfect body died once and then received a
new life after being brought back to life again? We
desire to really live a life like that of the Lord at that
time. The Lord said that He would make us
participate in His resurrection. Therefore, our bodies
will be resurrected after dying once, and the thing we
desire at that time before the presence of God is that
we want to have a new body, unlike the imperfect
body we have now, and go wherever we want to go
like Jesus, rule over the angels, enjoy everything, and
not become subject to evil. That’s what I desire.
My heart becomes refreshed as I face this Easter
Sunday because I have received the salvation of my
soul, received the remission of sins in my heart, and
all things have been guaranteed by the Lord, and
because the happiness of my future has been
guaranteed before the presence of the Lord.
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Therefore, I want my flesh to receive a new life also
and live a life like that of the Lord’s. I want to live
again with a perfect body, not an imperfect body that
we have now. Therefore, Easter Sunday has deep
meaning for you and me.

Do You Believe That Jesus Was
Resurrected from Death?
Then, why do you think Jesus was resurrected
from death? The Lord was resurrected from death to
give new life to you and me. Jesus who received the
baptism died on the Cross to blot out all our sins and
was resurrected from death. The Lord was
resurrected to become the perfect Lord for you and
me, to blot out all our sins, to bring our body back to
life, and make it start living a new life. Jesus is the
Lord of resurrection. He is the Lord of life. The
Apostle Paul said, “But if there is no resurrection of
the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not

risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is
also empty” (1 Corinthians 15:13-14). It is saying
that our faith would not mean anything if the Lord
did not resurrect from death. If we just received
salvation spiritually, received salvation in spirit only,
received salvation in our thoughts only, but our body
could not be brought back to life again and live a new
life, and if we did not have such desire for
resurrection of our bodies, then there wouldn’t be any
hope for us Christians. However, as He did resurrect
from death, the Lord resurrects you and me who have
received the remission of sins by believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit and makes our
flesh be brought back to life again and start a new life.
He makes us live a truly blessed life. Such a life
awaits you and me. If we did not have such hope, you
and I would just be dreamers. If that is the case, then,
all the things that we have believed would be
figments of our imagination and just a foolish game
of words.
The soul of Jesus who saved us from sins did not
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have sin. The Lord came as the Lamb without
blemish and took and carried all our sins upon His
flesh in our place. Then, He received the judgment
for the sins by having His body crucified on the
Cross, died on the Cross, and was resurrected from
death. The physical body is absolutely necessary for
us humans. Why? It’s because we can never live
apart from the physical body. Living apart from the
physical body is meaningless. However, the Lord
even saved our physical body. As the Word that says,
“O Death, where is your sting?” His resurrection
made the death disappear from our physical body as
well. The Lord made the death disappear. The Lord
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” and “I am
the resurrection.” This Word means that the Lord is
the Lord of life who has resurrected the dead.
Therefore, as we greet Easter Sunday, our body
must desire to be resurrected, and know and believe
that it surely will be like that. We must believe with
our hearts and hope that we will live a new life like
that, thinking, “Our bodies will really be brought

back to life again. We can start a new life after being
resurrected.” We must desire it. We are not living a
true life of Christians if we cannot look to such a
resurrected both in body and spirit. Such faith is not a
true faith. Living in this world is just a process to
attain eternal life. You do not need to be concerned
just because the life in this world was miserable.
When our physical body is brought back to life again,
then we will not live the miserable life of this world.
We will live such a life that only God can enjoy in
the eternally glorious world. We must desire such life
in our hearts. The Lord gave us the resurrection. God
promised that He would bring our physical body
back to life again too. The Lord Himself fulfilled that
promise first and said that He will also resurrect us
too in His time. You and I are people who will be
resurrected by the Lord and a new life of living again
with a new body waits for us. Then, what would
happen to you and me who have received the
remission of sins by believing the gospel of the water
and the Spirit do not desire such life? What would
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happen if we did not desire such life before the
presence of the Lord? Of course, we will live such a
glorious life even if we do not desire it. However, we
must know that there definitely is such a wonderful
life and desire it as we live our spiritual life. I am
saying that we must believe with clear understanding
that there is such a life.
As we greet Easter Sunday, what would happen if
we did not know and we did not believe that our
physical body also would be resurrected and live
gloriously? We must look to it with hope because it
has not been fulfilled yet, but what would be the
consequence if we did not look to it with hope? We
will kneel down before death when the difficulties
come and death threatens us. However, we will never
kneel before death if we believe that the Lord has
given us resurrection. We would instead respond
boldly before death because we believe that we will
live again. That’s why our faith in the resurrection is
so important. Easter Sunday is a precious day for us
to confirm our hearts that desire and believe in the

resurrection of our body by believing in the
resurrection of the Lord. It doesn’t simply mean that
“Let’s start a new work. Let’s gain renewed
strength.”
I sincerely desire it. I desire sincerely that a new
life will be given to me once again, that the new life
will continue on eternally, and that I will live
splendidly when the new life begins. I believe it
because the Lord exists gloriously and eternally even
now after resurrecting from death. I believe it
because He was resurrected from death and ascended
to Heaven to give such a life to you and me, and
because He said that He will definitely come again. I
want you to understand it like that. I want you to
believe it like that. We must all desire it.
Now, all Christians must have that hope in their
hearts. First, it means that we must desire to be
resurrected from death. We must look to that. We
must live in the midst of that hope. The Scriptures
say, “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.” God so loved us
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that He blotted out all our sins, saved us, and was
resurrected from death for us. God gave us new life
and resurrected us. God resurrected our souls and
also will resurrect our physical body. Therefore, we
must desire it. We must live with such desire from
now on. The greatest of these is love, but what comes
at the end? It’s the hope. What kind of life should we
desire? That is the question. What kind of life do you
and I desire? With what purpose do we live and what
kind of life do we desire? Then, what is the thing we
must look to? It means that we must desire to be
resurrected from death like the Lord and enjoy the
life of riches and splendor with the Lord eternally. It
means that we must desire to live a perfect life that
has no defect although the life in this world is
imperfect. We must definitely desire, believe, and
wait for this. That is the true spiritual life of
Christians. Do you believe?
We must have hope. We must live with such desire.
The Apostle Paul said, “For I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us” (Romans 8:18). We probably would not be able
to live in this world if we did not have hope. If
people just received the remission of sins through the
gospel that we witness to them and their bodies just
died after a miserable life, and if their bodies did not
resurrect to enjoy eternal happiness, then we would
probably give up witnessing this gospel. Having the
sins of the people being blotted out and not going to
hell is very meaningful thing, and it would be
grateful just to go to Heaven, but if there weren’t
anything more to look forward to, if there were
nothing more than that, then, our gospel and faith
would just maintain status quo at that level.
However, what is the reality? New life waits for
all the people who have received the remission of
sins. We die, but a new life begins after resurrecting
from death.
We were shabby, weak, and foolish until now.
However, the new life that will come to us in the
future is totally positive, definite, and perfect as
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opposed to the negative life of this world. The new
life that we will have in the future will be eternally
splendid and blessed and perfect without decaying.
We will live with perfect power. It’s the life that we
can fulfill whatever is in our hearts if that is not
something bad. That is the life of resurrection. We
will be like the Lord when we are resurrected. The
Lord has given us such resurrection.
We do not need to have fear before the moment of
death or become disgraceful even in the face of death
in the future because we definitely have a splendid
life guaranteed for us after death. We will not end our
first life disgracefully because we will start a new life
after being resurrected from the dead. I believe this.
Do you also believe this? The resurrection is an
amazingly beautiful thing because it is the start of a
new life.
We are now working hard to save the souls of
other people. Our bodies are becoming weaker due to
that work. However, we have a long way to go. We
have new life waiting for us. The new life waits for

us who have been born again only. That is the
resurrection. If we only go to Heaven after receiving
the remission of sins and living like this, if we will
not have new life after death, if our bodies will not be
brought back to life again, the Lord would not have
had to resurrect from death again. However, the Lord
definitely came alive again. He has resurrected. The
Lord was resurrected from death to bring us back to
life again from death, to show that He is the Lord of
resurrection and the Lord of life, and to show that
abundant grace.
Before being born again, that is, before believing
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, I did not
believe in such resurrection. However, I truly believe
it now. I believe that there is new life for you and me.
Do you also believe it? Even though I do not know
how we have lived until now after being born in this
world and we do not know how we would live in the
future as well, one thing is clear that a new life
definitely waits for you and me. We can start a new
life again through the Lord. I have such faith and I
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believe that you also have the same faith.
The resurrection of the Lord is the proof that tells
us that we can begin a new life even after death. At
that time, this physical body will be brought back to
life again and be transformed into a holy body. Do
you understand this? I mean that we won’t be left
with soul only. Therefore, resurrection is such a
wonderful thing to me. I am so thankful to the Lord
who gave us such a precious gift.
We can live with this hope from now on. As we
do the work of witnessing the gospel, the work that
profits other people, the work the Lord has entrusted
to us, the fact that we will start a new life again will
be just as encouraging as the fact that we are serving
the Lord like this and doing the Lord’s work.
I am saying that we can be happy with this hope.
Keep today’s Word deep in you heart, meditate on it,
and believe it sincerely. I want you to meet our Lord
after living a life of desiring for the resurrection by
believing in the resurrection of the Lord and our
resurrection. Do you believe? Yes, I also believe it.

Halleluiah! Jesus has risen!
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Think of the Work of God
< Luke 24:36-53 >
“Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself
stood in the midst of them, and said to them,
‘Peace to you.’ But they were terrified and
frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit.
And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled? And
why do doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones
as you see I have.’ When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His feet. But while
they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He
said to them, ‘Have you any food here?’ So they
gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some
honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their
presence. Then He said to them, ‘These are the
words which I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that all things must be fulfilled which were

written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms concerning Me.’ And He opened their
understanding, that they might comprehend the
Scriptures. Then He said to them, ‘Thus it is
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,
and that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these
things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father
upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until
you are endued with power from on high.’ And He
led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up
His hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass,
while He blessed them, that He was parted from
them and carried up into heaven. And they
worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, and were continually in the temple
praising and blessing God. Amen.”
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What Must We Think of?
How have you been, brothers and sisters? Easter is
drawing near. I am preaching about Easter so early
because I think it is beneficial for us to do everything
before others. Also, I am preaching the Word from
today’s Scripture passage because I think it is more
beneficial for us to understand and believe the things
the Lord had done when He came to this world and
the things that will happen in the future, rather than
being sad and fasting for the season of Lent is here.
The Word we have read today is the Word the
Lord told the disciples after resurrecting from death.
It speaks about the fact that Jesus Christ was
resurrected from death on the third day, and that the
gospel that made us attain the remission of sins
through His name will be preached to all the nations
starting from Jerusalem. The Lord witnessed His
resurrection while having a meal with the disciples
and made them understand the Scripture Word. After
that, the Lord spoke the last Word, “Now, I will send

you the Holy Spirit as the Father had promised,” and
blessed the disciples and went up to the Kingdom of
Heaven. Afterwards, the disciples of Jesus went to
the Temple and praised God.
We have read such Words today. As we read this
Scripture Word today, we must think whether we
understand and believe this Scripture passage
correctly.
Our Lord came to this world, took all the sins of
the humankind by receiving the baptism, carried the
sins of the world to the Cross, and was resurrected
after dying on the Cross. Then, do you believe that
the Lord really resurrected from death? Do you
believe this Word exactly as it is? Not only this Word,
but do you believe all the things our Lord has done
and all the Words He has spoken as they are recorded
in the Scriptures? Do you believe all the Words the
Lord has spoken sharply like a deadly sword about
the things that will happen to the humankind in the
future and the things that are essential to us?
I am saying that we must think of such things. I
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know that we must think about such things like
whether we really believe the Scripture Word or
whether we just read it, whether we go to Church
because we are bored or whether we go to Church
because we really believe this Word. There is a great
gap between a person who goes to Church believing
in the Scripture Word and a person who just goes to
Church without believing the Word.
I believe all the Word spoken in the Scriptures. So
I also believe that our Lord who has ascended to
Heaven will return in the end times. And I also
believe that the world will fall into tribulation, that is,
natural disasters. Because it is recorded in the
Scriptures, I believe all the things that will happen in
the end times, such as the world of stars shaking and
earthquakes erupting and famine and sickness
occurring everywhere in the world. I also believe our
Lord came to this world as a human being through
the body of Virgin Mary, and I also believe that He
received the baptism from John the Baptist at the age
of thirty and fulfilled all the righteousness. I also

believe the Lord took all the sins of the world to be
put to death on the Cross in our place, and I also
believe He was resurrected from death to save us. I
also believe the Lord ascended to Heaven because all
such things are recorded in the Lord’s Word. It is
very important to believe the Word like this as we
live out our faith because believing in the Word is
having faith in God.

Those Who Truly Believe in God’s
Word Believe That Every Word Will
Be Realized Exactly as It Is Written
Those who believe in the Word do not fall into
really bad things or into their own thinking. Because
the Word is the light for us, we come to know how to
live and what to live for through the Word, and we
also know what the life is. We can live very wisely
because, only through the Word, we know even the
things that will happen in the future. Therefore, it is
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very important for us to believe in the Scripture
Word. And it is important to think of this Scripture
Word, Jesus Christ who appeared in the Word and
think of His work.
Our life depends on what we think about. Even in
matters of our spiritual life, what we think of is a
very important matter. If a Christian just thinks of the
present world and thinks only of eating and drinking,
then, he is a truly foolish person. A fool always lives
joyfully. There is nothing for him to worry about and
nothing to be sad about because he lives without
thinking. However, we are not fools and we are not
animals that do not know how to think. What we
think is a very important matter in our spiritual life
because we are humans who can reason.
What would happen to us if we just think of the
world every day and think of the things going around
in the world every day even though we have become
people of God after receiving the remission of sins?
If we just think of basic needs of food and shelter and
think of achieving fleshly goals of present life, and if

we think only of the reality we can see with our eyes,
then we would someday fall into a trap of Satan. As
our Lord spoke of the end times, He said, “Be careful
lest you fall into trap due to the cares of the world.”
What would happen to us if we just thought of
worldly things and lived only with concerns of what
to eat and what to drink. We would give up our faith
because of all kinds of worries of the world when the
world goes through a difficult situation. And we
wouldn’t even be able to resolve such matters that
bind us and die without receiving help from God.
That’s why I am reemphasizing that “What do I think
of?” is a very important matter to every Christian.
Christians must definitely believe in God’s Word
and think of God’s Word, and only think of Jesus
Christ’ returning to the world. And they must think
of the mission of preaching the gospel the Lord has
entrusted to them until the Day the Lord comes again.
A person who is concerned about the problem of
saving souls and thinks about such things is a person
who has an awakened soul and a person who has
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precious and wise soul that will not live in spiritual
poverty. Such person’s soul becomes plentiful and
prosperous because he eats all the Word of God with
faith as he believes in the Word of God; he does not
fall into the trap from concerns of the world because
such soul thinks only of God’s work.
Such people know well what will happen to the
world in the future. Therefore, they can go ahead of
others even in doing business and all other things
they do, and they do not become servants of other
people or servants of the world. And, hence, they do
not fall into the trap of the concerns about making a
living. A person who believes in the Scripture Word
like this and thinks of God, a person who thinks of
Jesus Christ, a person who thinks with the belief that
Jesus Christ is coming soon, is the truly wise person.
Such person can live prosperously in this world as
well. It means that such people do not have anything
to worry about because God gives wisdom to such
people. It means that they can live wisely and happily
in this world with the Lord’s grace.

However, people who only think, “Though I
believe in Jesus, I just believe in Him and I will
someday go to Heaven when the Lord comes again. I
do not mind anything else,” and people who always
think of things of the world even when they come to
Church and think only of fleshly goals eventually fall
into concerns of the world. How is it when you fall
into the concerns of the world? Our hearts are
distressed. We can’t see anything. It is natural for a
person to lose his mind when he is pushed into a
corner and when he faces preposterous things.
However, all such concerns of the world disappear
when we always think ahead and prepare things
faithfully in our present situation. It means we
wouldn’t fall into concerns and worries of the world.
Currently, our country is in such a devastating
situation because our country has to be under the
regulation of IMF. It is somewhat ridiculous if we
look at it cynically. Middle class Koreans who were
living a good life suddenly became penniless in a
moment. They borrowed money from a bank and had
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run businesses and used credit card and lived well in
their own way, but the interest rate increased 10 fold.
They got some loan from banks and did business,
built homes, and rented the homes, but they lost the
homes because of the loan when the interest rate rose
too much. They lost companies, workplaces, and
homes. Most of them became like that.
There are so many ridiculous things when we look
around. There was a big corporation named
“Daewoo” in our country, Korea, and that
corporation emphasized the global management and
established their branches in many places throughout
the world including North Korea. However, the
corporation went bankrupt in a moment when the
banks did not loan money to the corporation.
Therefore, so many people who used to work for that
corporation have been fired now. It’s the same with
KIA Motors. What else could they do but go
bankrupt when the banks stopped the flow of capital
after loaning money to them continuously. That’s
why more people have become unemployed. The

impact stretched to the small and mid size companies.
Small companies made a living off the subcontracts
from big corporations, but it collapsed when the big
companies at the top collapsed.
Because there are so many unemployed, the
government is causing all kinds of commotion and
saying that they will implement some kind of policy
to rescue the unemployed and release some funds for
the rescue policy. But I just can’t understand it. If the
government guaranteed and rescued the corporations
and pushed through the tough times, Korean
economy would not have collapsed like this. It would
be far better if the government tried to rescue the
financially weak companies with as little as 1/3 of the
money they will spend for the unemployment rescue
project. Really, one can become a beggar or become
prosperous depending on how he uses the money.
However, I am not very interested in such things. I
have totally removed myself from the political
concerns. I just live to make people believe in Jesus
and receive the remission of sins, but I cannot but
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feel uneasy about the stupid policies of Korean
government. This country would not have come to
this point if the government had implemented proper
economic policies regardless of how IMF threatened
us. There would have not been so many unemployed.
I mean such things like normal families losing job
and families breaking up would not have happened.
They handled this crisis with wrong judgment from
the beginning and made all the corporations go
bankrupt and now give emergency fund for
temporary measure. What is that going to do? People
are very thankful that they are helping out now, but
such things would not have happened if they thought
of things ahead of time and implemented proper
policies and supported the companies before this
happened. It’s a shame because that’s like fixing the
barn after the horses have run off already.

It’s the Same for You and I Who
Believe in Jesus Christ
I mean that we cannot become wise people if we
consider God’s Word as the teachings of one religion,
do not believe in the Word of Truth, and just think of
it as human words. It means that we cannot receive
wisdom if we do not really believe and follow God’s
Word. The Bible is really a great treasure house of
amazing wisdom. The Bible is the storage of the
Truth, storage of life, storage of salvation, and the
storage of blessing. God made it so everyone can
look at His Word through the Bible.
Even so, many people do not believe in such
Word of Truth although they read it. I want to say
this to people who believe in Jesus: “You must first
believe in this Word and then think of Jesus Christ.”
Such difference in thinking decides the path of
human life. Do you know why such things like
falling into deep concerns, falling into worries, going
bankrupt, going hungry, and living pitifully happen
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to people even though they clearly believe in Jesus?
That’s because such people did not think of the work
of Jesus Christ. The consequence is not good because
they did not believe in God’s Word, because they did
not think of God’s work.
However, when we believe in God’s Word and
think of God, we can know exactly what’s going to
happen in the world clearly as if we can know what
will happen tomorrow by reading a newspaper that
describes exactly the affairs of tomorrow. I want to
tell you that your heart becomes wider, your spiritual
eyes become open, ways to make money open, and
gain the wisdom to go through all the difficulties if
you think of the work of Jesus Christ first.

Do You, by Any Chance, Have Sin in
Your Heart?
Even the sins in your heart are resolved simply
when you just read the Scripture Word and believe in

it. You don’t need to weep and lament. Basically,
people who are ignorant weep and people who are
weak weep. God gave His Word through the
Scriptures and gave us two medicines to heal the
disease of sin and the two medicines are called the
New Testament and the Old Testament. There is no
one in the entire world that does not have his sins
blotted out after taking these two medicines. I mean
that there is not even a single person who has not
been born again after reading the Word. Everyone
becomes born again. Everything is achieved if a
person just takes these two medicines.
A human has a soul and a soul has sins. The Lord
gave us these two medicines so that we can receive
the remission of these sins. He gave us the Scriptures.
It is the clear and explicit grace of God. Do you want
to receive the Holy Spirit? The Scriptures have
everything about how one can receive the Holy Spirit.
Does God give us the Holy Spirit ignorantly by
saying, “Take it” and asking our reply that says,
“Lord, come”? Only the 19th century medicine
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peddler on the street does things like that. God is the
God of Truth.
He is the God of life. He is the God of knowledge.
God teaches us all things very clearly through His
Word. God has told us everything we need.
Everything is resolved if we just believe in this Word.
Therefore, God says that He is “The God of Word.”
What did Jesus Christ who is God give us when He
left this world and ascended up to the right hand of
the throne of God the Father? He made the disciples
record this Bible and left His Word to you and me
through the Bible. This Bible is the most precious
gift God has ever given to us. He took everything
else up, but He left only this for us. Therefore, read
and believe in this Word of Jesus Christ. Believe it
and think about it. I think about it. I ponder on this
Word even more because I am a pastor.
I believe clearly that the Lord is coming again to
this world. And I think about it. However, I do not
believe it when some says specifically what year,
what month, what day, what time he is coming. Only

shamans and people who are possessed by demons
believe such things. We must never be misled by
such things. Jesus Christ is coming when He wants to
come. Do you understand that?
Would you be alive if God told you exactly what
year, what month, what day, and what time he is
coming? God is full of wisdom. What would the
people who will not be lifted up do if God told us
exactly what year, what month, what day, what time
He is coming? They could kill all the people who are
to be lifted up since they are not going to be lifted up.
Therefore, how could the Lord say exactly what time
the rapture will be realized?
Would God work like that? Would God let His
children suffer tribulation like that? He would never
work like that. God will come when He wants to
come. When sin is prevalent in the world and the
gospel is preached throughout the world, when the
people who shall believe in God all believe and there
is no one who does not believe because he does not
know the gospel, that’s when the Lord will come.
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God is the just God. Therefore, He will come, saying,
“You will have no shame when I go to you now
because I have sent my servants and workers to you
and taught you everything. Those who do not believe
with their hearts will be cast away and those who
believe will live eternally with Me in Heaven.”
Hence, let’s think about this. I mean let’s think
about preaching the Lord’s gospel throughout the
entire world. These days, we are translating our
books into Spanish, French, and German language.
We are preparing the cover arts of those translations.
I am sure many people in Europe will believe in the
righteousness of Jesus once this book is completed
and distributed in Europe. Actually, Germans
generally do not believe in Jesus these days. Rather, I
was told that Buddhism is prospering in Germany
now. Therefore, Germans these days do not know
Jesus and the Truth of the Bible well.
Long ago in Germany, a person named Martin
Luther cried out, “The just shall live by faith,” and
started the religious reformation calling people to

return to the Bible. That’s how Germans believed in
Jesus, but they believed in Jesus with wrong motive
from the outset. They doubted the Bible from the
beginning. I want to talk about this for a moment.
At the time, Europeans had been oppressed by the
Roman Popes. The Catholic Church disgraced the
Lord by even telling people that they will go to
Heaven if they buy indulgences. People needed some
way out from the oppression of the Pope, but there
wasn’t a way out. At that time, Luther appeared and
opposed the sale of indulgences and he wrote and
posted the Ninety-five Thesis that urged the
reformation of the church. So Luther posted the 95
Theses on the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, Germany, October 31, 1517. In this
Thesis, he said, “That you go to Heaven when you
buy the indulgences is a lie. The Papal Court must
not do such things.” Seeing this, people said that he
was a courageous person.
The Catholic Church tried to kill Luther. At the
time, Luther was a priest and a professor at a
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theological seminary. The Papal Court tried to kill
such a clergyman, Luther. However, most of the
noblemen in the Western countries at the time
thought, “Let’s put Luther out in the forefront and try
to escape the oppressing hand of the Roman Pope.”
The Catholic Church dominated the entire Europe at
the time, and even a marriage between man and
woman of every royal family in Europe was possible
only with the permission of the Papal Court. It was
the same with divorce. Didn’t the King Henry VIII of
England found the Anglican Church because the
Papal Court did not give permission for Henry’s plea
to divorce? In any case, the Catholic Church wanted
to catch Luther and have inquisition and kill him, but
the noblemen of Germany hid him so that he
wouldn’t be killed. They hid him and let him
translate the Bible in German language even though
the Catholic Church did not allow translating the
Bible into any language other than Latin at all. At the
time the printing technique was advanced so that they
could print the translated Bible. Then, they

distributed the Bible to people. Some other reformists
then tried to translate the Bible into their native
languages. Many people came to read the Bible in
their languages and realized how wrong the faith of
the Middle Age was. Hence, people revolted and they
were eventually freed from the hands of the Roman
Pope.

What Happened to the People Who
Believe in Jesus with Such Objective?
They thought, “There is the Gospel of Matthew,
the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Luke, and the
Gospel of John. Why are there so many Gospels?
One is enough. Why are there four? Definitely, one
person wrote the gospel and the others copied them.
They probably copied and rewrote it adding
something to it. And then, someone else rewrote the
copied version.” They began to have doubts about the
Bible like that and began to compare the Four
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Gospels with one another. That is generally called
‘Higher Criticism.’ They compared the Four Gospels
and came to conclusion, “The Gospel of Mark is the
original and the rest of the Gospel Books are all
copies.” Therefore, they ignored the other three
Gospel Books completely, believing only the Gospel
of Mark as the original one.
And then what did they do? They doubted, “The
Pentateuch? Until what age did Moses live? When
we examine the Pentateuch historically, it’s clear that
Joshua wrote the Pentateuch. Why is Moses
mentioned in the Book of Joshua when Moses died in
the Book of Deuteronomy? And why does Moses
appear in the book as if he was alive? His name
should have been eliminated from then on if he had
died then.” They began to dissect the Bible again like
that with the presumption that the Pentateuch was not
written by Moses. It means that they dissected the
Bible like the way people dissect the stomach and
take out the intestine when they perform an autopsy.
But, what happened? Everything looks red when one

looks at it with red sunglasses. And everything looks
blue when one looks at it with blue glasses. It means
that they did not know and believe the Bible as it is.
They distrusted the Bible because they had a bitter
experience of the Catholic Church. Therefore, many
people in the European countries came to think they
couldn’t believe the Bible. And such trend has even
spread to the United States now. In the United States,
white people do not generally believe in God now.
Black people are more likely to keep the faith.
Actually, it’s hard to believe faithfully even if one
wants to now because there aren’t many people who
preach the Word as it is. How could people know the
Word properly when this person says this and that
person says another thing?
We are now attempting to witness the gospel to
people in such European countries like England,
France, Germany, Netherlands, and Spain. The books
are sold in the largest book shopping mall called
Amazon.com in the United States. The books are
translated into some European languages. We will be
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done with the work if we just finish the final editing
and make the cover arts and give them to the print
shop for printing. To tell you the truth, none of us
read and speak French or Spanish. Pastor Roh speaks
German a little because he majored in it. A certain
brother brought a sample binding of one of the
translations. I heard that it was in Spanish. Therefore,
I told the brothers, “Do you know what language this
is? This is Spanish. Do you get it? I really do not
know it much, but it’s Spanish because that’s what
they told me.” However, a certain brother came
moments later and told me, “This is French, not
Spanish.” If we were to name three most powerful
countries in Europe, they would be Germany, France,
and the United Kingdom. Spain was also a powerful
country a few centuries ago. The gospel is now going
into these countries again now.
Short while ago, I received a phone call from
Pastor Samuel Kim in New York, USA. He said that
he had sent fifteen boxes of books to the truth seekers
in the States during that week. He said that he had to

go to another post office to send them all because
they were embarrassed to send all the boxes at the
first post office as the female clerk at the post office
was perturbed because the boxes were too heavy.
There are 24 to 30 books in each box. It’s not a small
portion.
The people in the Untied States and Europe reject
it when they read the book for the first time. Then,
after a short time, they say, “I also want to witness
this holy news. We also recognize the Word recorded
in the book. I have never seen such Truth.” Like this,
the gospel is entering everywhere throughout the
entire world. We must think of such things.
Jesus Christ has resurrected, and He will come to
this world again at sometime in the future. The
Advent of the Lord is nearing. We must think of that.
What does it mean by the Lord’s coming again? That
will be the end of the world. When the Lord comes
again, it will be like a bride starting a new home with
the groom. Eternal happiness will be with us from
that moment. We must think of that and also know
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that.
We must believe this Bible exactly as it is. What
would be the worth of believing in Jesus if we did not
believe in this Word? Try telling people to believe in
Jesus and give offering of thanksgiving, tithe
faithfully, volunteer for service, and do not sin. If
you tell them not to sin, they would respond, “What
about you?” It just doesn’t make sense. What human
being in the world does not sin? God has established
His Church in the world so that we could preach the
gospel to the sinners when they come to the Church
and make them understand how Jesus blotted out all
their sins. That’s why we have the pulpit in the
Church. Put it simply, this pulpit is the Ark in the Old
Testament. It means this is the place where God
bestows His mercy. The Israelites transferred over
their sins through the High Priest; he laid his hands
on the sacrifice and cut the throat of the sacrifice,
took the blood, and sprinkled its blood seven times
over the Mercy Seat where the angels on both side
covered the Ark with their wings. Then, seeing the

blood, God declared that their sins were cleansed.
However, how are the churches today? Whenever
people come to the church, they just say, “Offer
money. Donate your money. Do not sin. Live an
upright life.” Then, how would people who hear that
think? They think, “What about you? You should be
faithful first before the presence of God. We are all
same human beings. Do you offer up money? Do you
live an upright life?” In fact, many clergymen in
Korea receive more than ten thousand dollars each
month. Fifteen thousand dollars as a monthly salary
is common. On top of that, they receive educational
support fund and other things.
They go around in an expensive cars arrogantly
and they always sit at the most prestigious seat at the
table whenever they were invited to somewhere, and
people just cough up white envelopes when they just
pray a few words like “Holy and merciful Lord God!
Bless this family, bra-bra-bra.” They are saying, “Let
there be blessing!” but when people do not bring him
money, they say, “Let there be curse!” If you are a
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person who can reason, you must open your eyes
wide and think whether the church you are attending
is the church that really follows the Lord according to
His Word, the Word of the Scriptures. Is the church a
place that just asks for money?
The word ‘church’ is “ecclesia” in Greek, which
means “to call out of.” It means, therefore, the
gathering of people who had been liberated from a
life of a servant and a life of bondage as a slave.
Church is the place that rescues people like that and
gives them freedom, gives them joy, gives them the
remission of sins and new life, and gives them
blessings. That is the original meaning of the Church.
However, they just tell people to offer up money
when people go to church. They misuse the Word
from the Scriptures that tells them not to come before
the presence of God empty handed.
Of course, God said, “They shall not appear
before the LORD empty-handed” (Deuteronomy
16:16). But this means that God earnestly wanted to
give the Israelites the remission of sins. Before Jesus

Christ came, the people of the Old Testament era
received the remission of sins everyday through the
laying on of hands on the sacrificial offering. They
had to receive the remission of sins like that long
time ago. So they were required to bring sacrificial
animals. However, all the Law of the Old Testament
was nullified by the New Testament when Jesus
came to this world and took all the sins of the world
at once by receiving the baptism. Our Lord died on
the Cross at once, resurrected from death at once, and
ascended to Heaven at once.

However, the False Ministers Just
Tell Their Congregation to Offer
Money
I want to say this to you, and not only you, but to
all the Christian believers throughout the entire world.
I want to tell you that you should never offer up
money if your church does not serve the gospel of
◄

CONTENTS

►

215

Think of the Work of God

water and the Spirit and does not do the upright work
of the Lord and they just uses millions of dollars to
construct high church buildings with red bricks. Why
does church need so much money? God is not greedy
for material things. Then, to whom does all that
money go? Why do they pile up the envelope on the
pulpit and call out the names, announcing,
“Thanksgiving offering by so and so deacon, tithing
by so and so deacon, thanks giving for store opening
by so and so sister?” Churches just need to place an
offering box over there at the entrance and people
could just offer up money anonymously if their
hearts desire. God does not really have much interest
in the material things essentially. But why do they
keep telling people to offer up money? Why do they
tell them to donate for building a church? Why do
they tell their congregation to offer up money while
they preach that the end of the world has come and
that IMF has come? Businesses of the people in the
church are going bankrupt and they are dying, but the
church builds a church building that costs millions,

tens of millions of dollars. It would be somewhat
understandable if they had accumulated a lot of
money. They even make their believers get a loan to
build a church even though they do not have money.
They take out a loan even if the members of the
church have to cosign for one another. They take all
that money to the church even though they don’t
want to. That is such a foolish thing. That is no
different from the way the Popes used to exploit
people in Europe long ago.
I feel so sorry to such believers, and feel so absurd
on the other hand. They don’t seem like fools when I
see that the way they live in the world, but I don’t
know why they are so naïve to the swindling in the
name of Jesus Christ. Rather, the pastors are the ones
who are really evil. I don’t know if the people in the
city of Chooncheon are naïve or what, but it’s a city
that has much swindling going on. It is really an
absurd town. People of Chooncheon seem very slick,
but they are actually very ignorant. Why do they
offer up so much money? This church builds a
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church building that costs 4 million dollars and
another church builds a church building that costs 10
million dollars, and so on. Among pastors who have
started church planting about the same time as I did,
there are many pastors who have built a church
bigger than 1,000 square meters (1,200 square yards)
within three years. Therefore, I told those pastors,
“You have much ability. You have much ability in
flaunting money. I really admire you. I would like to
do it too, but I can’t do it because it’s so filthy. You
take all the money from the old ladies and take all the
money from the people who have become bankrupt.
You are swindlers.”
Hence, why would they like me? They dislike me
so much that they turn their cars around and go the
other way when they see me coming. That’s true.
Really, there are some occasions when they avoid me
because they do not want to see me. They must have
something they are ashamed of when they see me.
They must be like that because I always say the right
thing when they meet me. Then, am I clean? If I am

even remotely clean, then, it is because of Jesus, not
because I have good character or personality.
We must think about this. We must think of
believing in the Word of God and think that
everything will be fulfilled according to the Word.
And we must look ahead and do appropriate
businesses as we live in this world. We are now
doing very appropriate work in this decaying world.
There is no one else who does the same work that we
do. We print the books of Truth and preach the
gospel throughout the entire world, don’t we? When
we distribute one book, a person reads the book and
becomes born again. What better work is there than
this? This work of helping a person’s soul receive the
remission of sins is more precious and grateful than a
business of making millions of dollars. If we are
going to do business, we must do this sort of business.
We must rescue one soul that is more precious than
the whole world. And when believers give offering to
the Church, that offering should be used for
meaningful work like this.

◄

CONTENTS

►

217

Think of the Work of God

We see Jesus Christ being resurrected in today’s
Scripture passage. And He appeared in the center of
the place where the disciples were gathered. “Jesus
Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them,
‘Peace to you.’” Disciples were happy, but they
could not believe it because it was such an amazing
thing. Then, Jesus asked, “Have you any food here?”
The disciples had a piece of broiled fish at the time.
By having the fish, Jesus proved before the disciples
that He had resurrected. A ghost does not have bones
or flesh, but resurrected Jesus had bones and flesh
because He was resurrected with a transformed body
itself. He came alive perfectly. He had bones and
flesh. The disciple Thomas finally believed the
resurrection of Jesus only after sticking his fingers
inside the side of Jesus. Resurrected Jesus had food.
However, it does not say whether Jesus went to the
restroom.
Jesus who was resurrected like that said, “I will
not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of
God comes.” What does this mean? Literally, it

means that there are grapes in the Kingdom of
Heaven. If we get into it deeper, it also means that
Heaven is reality and everything promised is reality
just as the resurrection of Jesus is reality.
Before our Lord died on the Cross, at the time of
communal meal at the Passover, our Lord had
already taken the bread and said, “This is My body.”
Jesus came to this world and took all our sins upon
His body. He took all the sins of the world upon
Himself. Then, He carried the sins of the world and
was nailed to the Cross. Jesus’ Word, “This is My
body,” confirmed this fact once again.
Furthermore, Jesus also took a cup of wine and
said, “This is My blood.” Jesus gave the wine to the
disciples and said, “This is the blood I shed for you.
This is the blood that I shed to give the remission of
sins for you. And I will not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” He said this
and was nailed to death on the Cross. ‘
It says, “There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:44). All the things
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that exist in the land also exist in the sea. As there are
leopards on the land, there are sea leopards in the sea.
As there are snakes on the land, there are sea snakes.
As such, all the good things in the land are in the
Kingdom of God as well. They definitely exist as a
reality even though we cannot see them now. So
Jesus said this to the disciples.
He said that He had resurrected to make the
baptism of repentance that would give remission of
sins in the name of Jesus be preached to all the
nations of the world, starting from Jerusalem. Jesus
was resurrected. Why did Jesus come to this world,
be baptized, die on the Cross, and was resurrected
from the dead? Why was Jesus resurrected from
death? The Lord says clearly that He was resurrected
from death to fulfill all the promises that were
prophesized in the Scriptures.

Do You Know through What Faith
the Holy Spirit Comes in You?
The Holy Spirit comes immediately in the heart of
a person when he believes the gospel of the water
and the Spirit Jesus gives and when we know and
believe that Jesus has blotted out all our sins with
that gospel. That’s why Jesus said in verse 49 here,
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you;
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are
endued with power from on high.” So the disciples of
Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. They stayed in Jerusalem
and the Holy Spirit manifested in them during the
first Pentecost. It means that the Holy Spirit entered
the hearts of the saints and began working in them
after 50 days had passed after Jesus dying on the
Cross and resurrecting from death. The Holy Spirit,
therefore, does not manifest in the hearts of the
people who do not believe in Jesus Christ, in the
hearts of the people who do not know and believe the
Truth that Jesus blotted out all their sins, and in the
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hearts of the people who still have sin in their hearts
even though they profess to believe in Jesus Christ.
However, people who know and believe in their
hearts the fact that Jesus has blotted out all their sins,
the people who understand the Truth like that and
confirm the faith in their hearts and believe like that
can receive the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ. It
means that Jesus Christ ascends to Heaven and really
sends to such people the Holy Spirit that the Father
had promised to send. The Lord pours the Holy Spirit
to the hearts of those people who have received the
remission of sins by believing in Jesus.
Therefore, all the people who say that they have
received the Holy Spirit today even though they have
sin in their hearts are people who are demon
possessed. People who speak in tongues even though
sin remains in their hearts are doing so through the
work of the demons. When we look at it like that,
there are so many demon-possessed people in the
church today. When there is sin in the heart of the
people even though they profess Jesus, the demon

goes into such people’s hearts and make them speak
in tongues, make them see visions, make them
prophecy, and do all such things whether they return
glory to Jesus or not. However, the problem is that
there aren’t many people who can inform them of
this fallacy through the Word. People offer up all
kinds of money thinking they have received the Holy
Spirit even though they are actually speaking in
tongues because they are demon possessed.
It becomes uncontrollable once a person is demon
possessed. What kind of things happened in Korea?
A certain daughter-in-law received the so-called gift
of tongues while praying in a mountain somewhere.
She thought that she had received the Holy Spirit, but
the mother-in-law said that it was of a demon. They
disputed like that and the daughter-in-law eventually
became so upset that she hit the mother-in-law with a
wooden roller. It was a work of the demon.
A couple of years ago, the wife of a Korean
missionary to Bangladesh was killed in the United
State while she was exorcised by some well-known
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exorcists. They trampled her when her husband went
to the restroom for a while. A broken rib pierced her
lung, and too much bleeding was the cause of her
death. As far as I know, the exorcists (they were all
Christians) and her husband were all convicted with
second-degree murder. It also was a work of the
demon. Such things are common. Who commanded
all such things? The demon commands all such
things.
I have said many things to you, but they can all be
summarized with one point—“We must believe in
the Scripture Word.” We must all know and believe
the Word of the Scriptures. How well do Christians
today know the Scripture Word? They would not
know anything the moment they close the Book.
Rather, they would not know the Word even if they
opened the Scriptures. They just know a little from
the commentaries. Pastors cannot preach well with
just the Scriptures. They open up the commentaries
and preach as if they are taking notes. They say,
“Well, I will preach about this today,” and then look

at the notes or commentaries when they do not know
how to continue the sermon. What would happen if
lights went out or the memo paper flipped over
because of the wind from the fan? They would not be
able to preach if they did not pick that paper up.
Do you know what I say about that? I say it is
trickery. The Apostles and the servants of God long
ago had the Word in their hearts and the Holy Spirit
in their hearts, and therefore they believed in the
Word and the Holy Spirit. Therefore, they could
preach with just the Bible itself.
What are you thinking of now? Do you just think
of what to eat and what to drink in this world even
after believing in Jesus? Of course, such matters are
natural things that people think about as human
beings. However, it is a big problem if that’s the only
think you think about. We must not only think about
what to eat, what to drink, and what you need to live.
We must think a lot about the spiritual things. If the
Word of Jesus says something, we must obey the
Word and believe it. And we must think whether the
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Word will be fulfilled exactly as it says. It means that
we must prepare for the future circumstance.
We must think of God’s Word. When we receive
wisdom from the Word, the scope of our thinking
expands and we can live well in this world too. Even
if we have lost everything because of the crisis of
IMF regulation, we should not follow the current of
the world. There are many people who commit
suicide because their life is very difficult now, but
they must not do such a thing. Money, the material
things of the world, comes and goes. We just have to
be composed, think of God’s Word, and work
diligently. You must not just fall into looking back at
the old days when you used to ride around in a nice
car and go fishing every weekend. Rather, you must
start thinking right and work hard now. Long ago, a
popular singer named Nam Jin sang a song that goes,
“There is a person before money, not money before a
person.” Whether you are male or female, you must
have bigger heart. You must not just depend on
money. When you don’t have money, just go out and

work as a worthy human being. If you have money,
then use it for other people too. I mean that your
happiness must not depend on whether you have
money or not. Some people believe in God thinking
as if God is money. Think about God in ordinary
moments. Then, your faith can never go bankrupt.
Today, I have spoken to you who believe in Jesus
to think about God and to think of the gospel as you
live in this world. Do you understand this? Can you
say “Amen” in your heart? You can think about
many things, but always think about God’s work, not
just about the world. Halleluiah!
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• KeyBoard
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Ctrl + N Key : The number of page you want to go to.
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◄

User Guide

►

226

User Guide

EASIER WAY TO READ
Using Bookmarks
You can move easily where you want by using bookmarks
- Show bookmarks : Press F5 Key on your keyboard.
- Hide bookmarks : Press F5 Key again

◄

User Guide

►

