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Our Lord Actually Came Into Human History 
 
 
During the reign of Caesar Augustus (27 B.C. to A.D. 14), all the colonial

subjects of the Roman Empire were decreed to return to their hometowns and
be registered in a census. So, a young man named Joseph also had to make a
long journey toward Bethlehem, his ancestors’ town, with his pregnant wife,
Mary. 

Our Lord was thus born in a small town called Bethlehem. It was a
historical fact. At that time, out in the surrounding fields, there were 
shepherds keeping watch over their flock, and “Suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’” Having
witnessed this, the shepherds went looking for the Baby Jesus and saw Him
lying in a manger, and they returned giving glory to God. 

Now I sincerely hope and pray that every reader of this book would
become the same witness of the Baby Jesus as the shepherds by listening to 
the gospel Word from Heaven. 



◄              CONTENTS              ►
 

Sermons on the Gospel of Luke (III) 
 

SHOULDN’T THE REAL  
REFORMATION BE  

LAUNCHED BY BELIEVING 
IN THE GOSPEL OF 

THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT? 
 
 
 
 

PAUL C. JONG 
 
 
 
 
 

Hephzibah Publishing House 
A Ministry of THE NEW LIFE MISSION 

SEOUL, KOREA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHOULDN’T THE REAL REFORMATION BE  
LAUNCHED BY BELIEVING IN THE GOSPEL OF  
THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT? 
 
Copyright © 2007 by The New Life Mission 
 
All rights reserved.  
No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording or by any information storage and 
retrieval system, 
without the written permission of the copyright owner.  
Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version. 
 
ISBN 89-8314-523-4 
 
 
 



◄               CoverPage               ► 
 

Table of Contents 
 
 
 
Preface ---------------------------------------------------- 7 
 
 
You Must Meet John the Baptist First  

to Meet Jesus Correctly 
(Luke 1:67-80) -------------------------------------- 11 

 
Believe in the Gospel of the Water and the Spirit  

and Defend It Until the End 
(Luke 2:36-40) -------------------------------------- 26 

 
Serve Only the Lord  

(Luke 4:1-15) ---------------------------------------- 61 
 
The Righteous Must Now Live a New Life 

(Luke 5:36-39) ------------------------------------- 77 
 
We Are People Who Are in Debt for 500 Denarii 

(Luke 7:36-50) -------------------------------------- 99 
 

 
 
 
The Proper Life of Faith 

(Luke 7:36-50) ------------------------------------ 113 
 
The Results and Rewards of Faith 

(Luke 8:4-10) -------------------------------------- 141 
 
The Flow of Blood Stopped by the Lord’s Power 

(Luke 8:40-48) ------------------------------------ 158 
 
On Whom Bestows God the Grace of His Power? 

(Luke 8:40-56) ------------------------------------ 178 
 
Deny Yourself and Follow the Lord 

(Luke 9:18-26) ------------------------------------ 191 
 
The Kingdom of God That Has  

Come upon This Earth 
(Luke 9:57-62) ------------------------------------- 205 

 
We Can Be Saved Only through Jesus 

(Luke 10:25-37) ----------------------------------- 221 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

7   Preface 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preface 
 
 
The Faith of the Righteous Who 
Believe in the Gospel of the Water 
and the Spirit 
 

Before God, and before the Word of the strict Law 
of God, there is no one who can declare himself to be 
sinless. Therefore, we humans are such beings that 
cannot avoid being cast into hell for our trespasses 
and sins. Each and every one of us deserves to be 
punished by God for our innumerable sins. We are 
wretched and hopeless beings, just like the woman 
who suffered from the hemorrhage of sin for twelve 
years and squandered all her possessions looking for 
a cure, and whose illness only worsened despite 
seeing every renowned physician.  

Our Lord came looking for such hopeless people 
like us, and He has bestowed His perfect salvation on 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

8   Preface 

 

us. God Himself came to us incarnated in the flesh of 
man to break the chain of sin binding the people of 
this earth and to eradicate the curses of hell accruing 
from sin. It is out of the unfathomable love of God 
that Jesus forsook His divine throne and came to us 
in our lowly image of man. God, who is the Word, 
came by the water and the blood because we could 
not be saved unless He came to us in the flesh (1 
John 5:6).  

Therefore, no one can receive the remission of 
sins unless he finds Jesus Christ who came by the 
water and the Spirit. Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son 
of God, is God Himself. Even though He knew no 
sin, God the Father made Him bear all the sins of 
mankind. This work of bearing all our sins was 
achieved when Jesus was baptized by John the 
Baptist in the Jordan River at the age of 30. Put 
differently, all our sins were passed onto Jesus 
through His baptism. This is why, when John the 
Baptist saw Jesus coming to him the day after His 

baptism, he declared, “Behold! The Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)  

This was the fulfillment of the promise of 
salvation foreshadowed by the sacrifice of the Day of 
Atonement in which Aaron, the High Priest, had 
passed the yearly sins of the people of Israel to an 
unblemished scapegoat by laying his hands on its 
head on behalf of the Israelites. What happened to 
the scapegoat that bore the sins of the people of 
Israel? This scapegoat had to be abandoned in the 
wilderness and die on behalf of the Israelites to pay 
off the wages of their sins. In the same vein, Jesus 
also went to the Cross and paid off the wages of all 
sins by shedding His blood. When Jesus took His last 
breath on the Cross, He shouted out loudly, “It is 
finished!” (John 19:30) What is it that Jesus finished 
here? He finished the work of making atonement for 
the sins of the human race.  

Now, whoever believes in Jesus’ work of 
salvation, in this gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
can receive the remission of sins and be saved once 
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and for all. By faith, anyone can now become a 
righteous person, a child of God, and an heir to 
Heaven. This gift of salvation is received only by 
faith. Jesus Christ is the Son of God and God 
Himself. He has already blotted out all our sins 
through His baptism and His death on the Cross. 
Whoever affirms this with the Word and believes in 
it will receive the remission of sins and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Suffering from the hemorrhage of sin, 
not a day went by when our hearts did not bleed sin. 
But when we believed in the powerful gospel Word 
of Jesus, when we grasped the righteousness of the 
Lord, the river of sin dried up once and for all, just as 
the source of hemorrhage of the woman dried up. 
Hallelujah!  

On whom then does God bestow such grace? Has 
God already predetermined whom He would save 
and whom He would judge? No, this is not the case. 
Through Jesus Christ, God has already blotted out all 
the sins of every human being, and He wants 
everyone to believe in the gospel of Truth and reach 

salvation (1 Timothy 2:4). It is entirely the fault of 
human beings that they are not able to find the grace 
of salvation. The Gospel of Luke clearly expounds 
that only those who admit that they are piles of sin 
destined to hell—that is, only those whose own 
righteousness is completely broken down and who 
thirst after the righteousness of God—can find the 
grace of salvation. Therefore, all those whose hearts 
still remain sinful must admit their sins before God 
and His Word, recognizing the Word declaring that 
“the wages of sin is death,” and they must hold on to 
the gospel of the Lord. It does not matter whether 
you have been a Christian for a long time or if you 
hold a church office. Just as the woman with 
hemorrhage stopped bleeding once and for all when 
she shook off her shame and grabbed Jesus’ garment, 
you must also clench the gospel of the righteousness 
of the Lord.  

It is on those who have received the remission of 
sins by faith that the Kingdom of God descends. The 
Holy Spirit comes into their hearts, and they become 
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the Lord’s people to be ruled by Him. In the past, 
they couldn’t help but lead their lives as dictated by 
Satan as they were slaves of sin. But now, they are 
able to follow the will of the Lord as they have 
become the people of righteousness. Just as the Lord 
said that new wine should be put in new wineskins, 
so must the born-again live a new life. This new life 
is the life of the light, a precious life. The lives of the 
righteous that have been born again are no longer that 
of the old self which grows corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts and decaying customs of the world. 
Having put on the new man, we are now living as the 
servants of the Lord our Savior following His 
commandments. In other words, the born-again serve 
the Lord in their lives. This is the life that is led to 
serve the gospel.  

How, then, can the righteous serve the gospel in 
their lives? The Lord says that this is possible only 
when we deny ourselves and take up each of our 
crosses. It is when we trust in the Lord’s Word and 
dedicate ourselves to the work of righteousness that 

our Lord accepts all our services in pleasure, blesses 
us, and works with us. The life that’s led in the 
service of the gospel is the truly blessed life that fully 
manifests the glory of the Lord. It is a life in which 
the righteous Word of the Lord is personally 
experienced every day. Moreover, the everlasting life 
of Heaven is guaranteed to us. Think about what a 
great blessing and privilege it is that the lowly and 
the wretched have now become God’s children to be 
used for such precious work.  

All of us must therefore believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit and defend it until the end. 
There is no treasure in this world that’s more 
precious than this gospel. We should indeed all be 
proud of the work that we are doing to share such a 
precious treasure with everyone throughout the entire 
world.  
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You Must Meet  
John the Baptist First  

To Meet Jesus Correctly 
 
 

< Luke 1:67-80 >  
“Now his father Zacharias was filled with the 

Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: ‘Blessed is 
the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and 
redeemed His people, And has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 
As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 
Who have been since the world began, That we 
should be saved from our enemies And from the 
hand of all who hate us, To perform the mercy 
promised to our fathers And to remember His 
holy covenant, The oath which He swore to our 
father Abraham: To grant us that we, Being 
delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might 
serve Him without fear, In holiness and 

righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Highest; For you will go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways, To give knowledge of 
salvation to His people By the remission of their 
sins, Through the tender mercy of our God, With 
which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
To give light to those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of 
peace.’ So the child grew and became strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his 
manifestation to Israel.” 

 
 

Zachariah and Elizabeth─Parents of 
John the Baptist 

 
Today’s Scripture passage is about the prophecy 

on John, the son of Zachariah. Zachariah was married 
to Elizabeth but she couldn’t have a baby before she 
became old. Having a child was their heart’s desire, 
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so they had been always praying to God for a child. 
In the meantime, Zachariah’s turn to give sacrifice to 
God came around. When he was burning incense in 
the Temple of the Lord, an angel appeared said to 
him: “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is 
heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John” (Luke 1:13). That 
is how Zachariah heard and saw an angel. In the past 
our Lord Himself and His angels used to appear in 
person before people and His servants. This was a 
common case in the Old Testament days before Jesus 
came to this earth as Savior.  

Because Zachariah couldn’t believe what he heard 
from the angel, God made him a mute. The Lord kept 
His promise and Elizabeth became pregnant; when 
their baby was born nine months later, Zachariah 
could speak and named the baby John as God told 
him to. When he obeyed the Lord, his tongue became 
loose. As soon as his tongue became loose and his 
mouth was opened, he praised God. People around 
Zachariah congratulated John’s birth wondering what 

he was going to be. When they saw what had 
happened to Zachariah and Elizabeth and realized 
God was with them, they celebrated that joyful event 
with Zachariah and Elizabeth anticipating that their 
son was not going to be an ordinary child. 

People thought that way because Elizabeth was a 
very elderly lady. An old woman who gave birth to a 
baby. Was this a commonplace affair? In addition, 
they saw their priest Zachariah become mute for 10 
months when he came out of the Temple of the Lord 
after serving as priest before God in the order of his 
division. They also saw that his wife had a baby and 
he named their son John and that he could talk from 
that moment. When they heard the whole story, they 
couldn’t help but think that it was God’s work and 
God was going to do something significant through 
Zachariah’s family. 

John’s father, Zachariah filled with the Holy 
Spirit, started to prophesy as soon as his mouth was 
opened after 10 month-long silence. In today’s 
passage Luke 1:68 through 71, he says, “Blessed is 
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the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and 
redeemed His people, And has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us In the house of His servant David, As 
He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who 
have been since the world began, That we should be 
saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who 
hate us.” Today’s passage is all Zachariah’s 
prophecy. He prophesied that God would look upon 
His people and send the Messiah through the house 
of David to save His people from sins; and He would 
save them from their enemies and from the hand of 
all who hate them.  

The purpose Jesus Christ came to this earth is to 
save the Israelites and the spiritual Israelites who 
believed in God from their sins. Zachariah 
prophesied the Lord would come to save us from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. This 
also means that the Lord would come to enable the 
spiritual descendent of Abraham to serve Him 
without fear just as the oath He swore to Abraham. 
That is why Luke 1:74 says, “To grant us that we, 

Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might 
serve Him without fear.” Jesus Christ came to this 
earth to save us from sins; those who believe in Him 
as their Savior find the favor to serve the Lord 
without fear but with holiness and righteousness. 
God came to those who believe Him as their Savior 
because He wanted His people to live a pure and 
sinless life and to serve Him without fear throughout 
their entire life. Jesus came to this earth through the 
house of David. The Savior was here to make 
believers of God sinless, righteous and holy as they 
serve God for life.  

When you look verses 76 through 79, it says,  
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Highest; 
For you will go before the face of the Lord to 

prepare His ways,  
To give knowledge of salvation to His people  
By the remission of their sins,  
Through the tender mercy of our God,  
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With which the Dayspring from on high has 
visited us;  

To give light to those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, 

To guide our feet into the way of peace.”  
What does this mean? Who is ‘you’ in verse 76? It 

is John the Baptist who baptized Jesus. Who is going 
to be the person to do the things prophesied in this 
passage? John the Baptist is. “And you, child, will be 
called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways” 
(Luke 1:76). “The prophet of the Highest” is talking 
about is John the Baptist. It is the same John the 
Baptist who administered the baptism to Jesus. He 
was going to be called a prophet of the Highest and 
he was going to go before the Lord to prepare the 
way for Him.  

John the Baptist was born six months prior to 
Jesus Christ. Who is this John? What did he teach us? 
It was prophesied that he would teach God’s people 
how to receive the remission of sins. The ministry of 

John the Baptist was “to give knowledge of salvation 
to His people by the remission of their sins” (Luke 
1:77). This means John the Baptist was going to 
witness to people about who Jesus was.  

All our sins were taken over to Jesus by the 
baptism John the Baptist administered to Jesus in 
Jordan River. When Jesus was passing him the next 
day, he cried out, “Behold! The Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) He 
meant, “He is the Son of God. He is carrying away 
the sin of the world. He is the Messiah and our 
Savior. He is the Christ!” John the Baptist witnessed 
to people as such that the knowledge of salvation by 
the remission of sins was brought to believers in 
God. Therefore, the role he had in the salvation work 
was very crucial. 

As we celebrate Christmas, we must celebrate and 
rejoice for the coming of our Lord. But we also need 
to remember that John the Baptist was born six 
months before Jesus, and we should commemorate 
what he did for our salvation. We should remember 
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him as God-chosen representative of the human race 
and we should be ensured of our salvation. Today’s 
protestants do not give much attention on rituals, but 
the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates those 
specific days very grandiosely.  

 
 

Do You Still Think John’s Role 
Wasn’t So Meaningful?  

 
Most Christians today regard John the Baptist as 

just an ordinary servant of God who passed by Jesus. 
They only think he was God’s servant who lived a 
very frugal life just as they are now. It is true that he 
was God’s servant, but he wasn’t just an ordinary 
worker. We need to remember what John the Baptist 
witnessed: How Jesus Christ took away our sins; how 
he handed the sins of the world over to Jesus Christ. 
We should know and believe his testimony about 
how Jesus became our Savior. If we can’t believe the 
testimony of John the Baptist, we cannot trust in 

Jesus from within our heart. John’s Gospel chapter 1 
says we receive the remission of sins through what 
John the Baptist witnessed.  

John 1: 6-12 says, “There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. This man came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through 
him might believe. He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know Him. He 
came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, to those who believe 
in His name.”  

Brothers and sisters, John the Baptist was sent by 
God. Some may say, “Where in these verses say it 
was John the Baptist? All it says is John.” As you all 
know, the author of the John’s Gospel is John. He, 
one of the 12 disciples, is not writing about himself, 
but he is writing about John the Baptist who baptized 
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Jesus. People scarcely believe unless they were told 
such things. They want the details. Nevertheless there 
are people who would not believe anything even 
when the details are provided. To make it short, John 
was sent by God to witness to Jesus, who is the true 
light. It is written, “He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light” (John 1:8). John 
the Baptist was a man who came to bear witness to 
Jesus. He passed the sins of the world onto Jesus by 
baptizing Him and bore witness to the ministry of 
Jesus by saying, “Behold! The lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” Through John’s 
testimony, people came to know Jesus Christ as their 
Savior and believe that His baptism took care of their 
sins. John the Baptist testified, “That was the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know Him. He 
came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, to those who believe 
in His name” (John 1:9-12).  

Jesus shined His light upon us, which means He 
gave us the Word of Truth, the knowledge of Truth 
and faith by being baptized and killed on the Cross. 
“He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him” (John 1:10). Jesus Christ, the true 
God, created this world. “Let there be light; let there 
be stars; let there be greater lights and lesser lights; 
let the land produce living creatures; let birds fly 
above the earth”; with His Word, Jesus created 
everything.  

Do not limit Jesus Christ just to our Savior and the 
Son of God. Jesus is not only the Son of God, but 
also the owner of the universe, who was in charge of 
creation. He made us. He is God who made the 
whole universe as it is written, “He was in the world, 
and the world was made through Him, and the world 
did not know Him” (John 1:10). Jesus Christ is God 
who made you and me, and the very Person who 
breathed into our nostrils the breath of life, and said, 
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“For dust you are, and to dust you shall return” 
(Genesis 3:19). Since our souls do not die, but live 
forever, He washed our sins away and saved our 
souls from the sins of our souls, slavery from Satan 
and the horrifying condemnation of God. Jesus, who 
is the very God, incarnated as a human being through 
a virgin to save His people. He saved us with the 
water and the blood. He saved us by spiritual 
circumcision.  

Nevertheless people did not recognize Him or 
welcome Him. “He came to His own, and His own 
did not receive Him” (John 1:11). “His own” here 
refers to all His possessions. It doesn’t mean just the 
land of Israel, but it includes all things He created. 
This universe and everything in it belong to Jesus. 
“He came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him” (John 1:11). This means that even the Israelites 
did not accept Jesus into their hearts or acknowledge 
Him as the Son of God or as the Savior. Nobody 
among the Israelites of those days would believe that 
sinless and innocent Jesus let John the Baptist pass 

the sin of the world onto Him and that He was 
baptized and crucified. This was the most sensational 
news at that time, but only a few Israelites accepted 
Jesus Christ; the rest of them were dubious and 
indifferent to the news 

However, the Bible says, “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name” 
(John 1:12). The world was created through Jesus. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The 
universe and everything in it came into being when 
God spoke, and the Word itself was God. His Word 
itself had the powers to create the universe. “All 
things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men” (John 1:3-4). This 
passage says there was life and light in Him. He 
created us, gave us life, and saved us from sins, 
downfalls, oppressions and curses; and He shined His 
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light of salvation on us who were subject to Satan’s 
schemes and destined to fall prey to sins and perish.  

He asks every one of us to receive Him. We 
should receive Jesus Christ. To do so, we need to 
know the role of John the Baptist and what he said 
about Jesus in the Bible. In Mathew’s Gospel 3:13-
17, Jesus says to John, “Permit it to be so now. Don’t 
you have mission to baptize Me? So it is fitting for 
you to baptize Me and for Me to be baptized to fulfill 
all righteousness.” The Chinese character for 
righteousness is ‘yi’ (義); when you look at this 
character closely, you can see the letter is composed 
with two separate letters, that is, ‘yang’ (羊) which 
means a lamb and ‘wo’ (我) which means ‘I.’ This 
implies that Jesus made us righteous by taking over 
the sins of the world through His baptism 
administered by John the Baptist, by dying and 
shedding His blood on the Cross, and by rising again 
from the dead. When Jesus was to be baptized, He 
told John the Baptist, “Permit it to be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” 

(Matthew 3:15). Receiving Jesus means to accept and 
believe these facts. In other words, it is to believe in 
Jesus as our Savior.  

 
 

We Must Receive Jesus As Our 
Savior 

 
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave 

the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name” (John 1:12). Misunderstanding 
this passage, Christians think that saying, “I believe 
in Jesus, Amen,” is all it takes to become children of 
God. But it is not true. Then, what does it really 
mean to receive Jesus?  

The name ‘Jesus’ means ‘Savior,’ and ‘Christ’ 
means the ‘anointed One.’ Jesus Christ, the King of 
all kings incarnated on earth through a virgin’s body, 
received baptism from John the Baptist to take over 
the sin of the world, gave His body on the Cross as a 
sacrifice before God to save us from all sins. We do 
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not become children of God until we understand the 
meaning of His name and believe in the Truth. To all 
who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become God’s children. Have 
you received Him yet?  

In receiving Jesus, John the Baptist plays a very 
important role. If there had not been his testimony, or 
if you do not believe in his testimony, you cannot 
receive the Lord. Without knowing what John the 
Baptist did, there is no way for us to know and 
believe that Jesus came to save us from sins. The 
Truth is that Jesus took over our sins, died on the 
Cross, and rose again from death to make our 
conscious pure and holy. If he had not baptized Jesus, 
we would not be able to receive Him. John’s father, 
Zachariah also prophesied,  

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare His ways, To give knowledge of salvation 
to His people By the remission of their sins” (Luke 
1:76-77).  

John the Baptist gave the blessed knowledge to 
people as the last prophet and High Priest of the Old 
Testament. Prophets inform people of everything that 
is from God. They foresee what is coming and warn 
people. The Bible says he prepared the way for the 
Lord, and what he did to prepare the way was to give 
baptism of repentance to people when he turned 
thirty years old. He cried out in the wilderness, 
“Repent, you brood of vipers.” Whoever came to be 
baptized by John the Baptist was rebuked for their 
sins whether they were common people or privileged 
people such as kings and the chief priests. He 
shouted, “Repent, brood of vipers. Even now the ax 
is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore, whoever 
refuses to repent and come back to God will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.”  

He was a genuine prophet to come. He always 
spoke for God straightforwardly no matter to whom 
he was speaking. People repented when he cried out 
loud. The Israelites came back to the Lord, realizing 
that they had gone astray from God for several 
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hundred years. The Israelites, who once in the past 
used to serve God faithfully and give proper 
sacrifices to God, had abandoned God, had abolished 
the sacrificial system, had ignored the priests and had 
been living a life without God for over four hundred 
years. John the Baptist was born in the Roman 
colonial period when the Israelites were suffering as 
slaves. When he turned thirty years old, he started to 
shout in the wilderness. When people heard his 
testimony, they acknowledged him as the servant of 
God and realized that serving gentile idol gods was 
an abominable sin before God. That is how they 
repented and turned back to God. What did they do 
when they repented? They were baptized by John the 
Baptist to confess their repentance before God and to 
profess that their sins were washed away.  

Jesus came to John while he was baptizing people 
with water, saying, “Permit it to be so now, for thus 
it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” 
(Mathew 3:15). This means it was fitting for John the 
Baptist to pass the sin of the world onto Jesus and for 

Jesus to take over the sins and become the scapegoat 
for the entire human race.  

As I mentioned earlier, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, ‘Christ’ means ‘the anointed one.’ In the age 
of the Old Testament, men in three kinds of duties 
were anointed: The High Priest, prophets, and kings. 
Jesus is the High Priest of Heaven who offered 
Himself as the propitiation of the entire human race. 
The Lord is the King of Heaven and Earth. He is the 
King of all creation. The Lord is not only the King 
but also the very Prophet, who knows everything. He 
knows what happed to you in the past, what is going 
on with you right now and what will happen to you in 
the future. By bearing the sin of the world and giving 
Himself as a sacrifice to God, He as the perfect 
prophet and the Heavenly High Priest, made the way 
for His followers to enter Heaven. And John the 
Baptist was the person who prepared the way for the 
Lord. John the Baptist did his job for the people who 
would come to believe in Jesus Christ and receive 
salvation.  
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John the Baptist was always filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and never swayed by the worldly standards. 
He was also conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
Zachariah’s wife, Elizabeth was in her old age. We 
do not know how old she was, but imagine a 70 year-
old lady having a baby. Then, how weird that is! This 
implies that the birth of John the Baptist was a 
special work of God. The Bible says that John the 
Baptist was already filled with the Holy Spirit even 
when he was still in the womb. He walked with God.  

So those Christians who do not know the ministry 
of John the Baptist and his role do not have genuine 
faith. Their faith is just a blind religious faith, and not 
a genuine faith in real Truth. The role of John the 
Baptist was indispensable and absolutely necessary 
to our salvation. He was an essential person for our 
salvation. In other words, John the Baptist is the 
indispensable person for us to be saved by believing 
in Jesus Christ. If and only if John the Baptist had 
passed onto Jesus the sin of the world by baptizing 
Him and Jesus had taken over all our sins, died on 

the Cross and risen from the dead, Jesus can become 
our Savior. We must take this as the Truth. The Bible 
tells us so, and we should believe so.  

Some believers tell others that it is okay not to 
have this knowledge insisting that whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord can be saved and that believing 
in Jesus and calling Him as the Lord will surely 
enable one to receive salvation. However, they are 
wrong. If what they say is true, who wouldn’t be 
saved? Even the Buddhists have been to church 
services at least once or twice, and they are most 
likely to have uttered the name of the Lord. This is 
nonsense.  

The Lord revealed the knowledge of salvation by 
the remission of sins through John the Baptist. He 
gave the knowledge through John the Baptist. 
Brothers and sisters, what knowledge did you gain 
while you were listening to the sermon about John 
the Baptist? Did he bear our sins? No, he didn’t. Did 
he save us? No. Through John the Baptist, we 
received the knowledge of salvation that Jesus bore 
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the sin of the world, died on the Cross and rose again 
from the dead to save us. We get to receive the 
remission of sins by knowing what John the Baptist 
did and believing in Jesus Christ. We get to know 
about the salvation precisely and gain the knowledge 
of salvation through John the Baptist. He gives us the 
very knowledge. This doesn’t mean that John the 
Baptist doesn’t affect our salvation but knowing his 
role helps us to understand how Jesus Christ became 
our Savior. Is that right? If you do not know what 
role John the Baptist played, you will not know Jesus 
correctly. 

When you do not know what John the Baptist did, 
you might simply think that Jesus went straight ahead 
to the Cross. If we say that Jesus Christ came to save 
us, at the age of thirty-three died on the Cross saying. 
“It is finished,” rose again from the dead, ascended to 
Heaven and come back later, what sense does this 
make? He can be a great person and the founder of 
Christianity, but not our real Savior. Does He have 
something to do with the sins of our hearts if we 

blindly believe in Jesus without knowing the role of 
John the Baptist while we carry sins everyday? You 
can believe in Jesus but you will not receive the 
remission of sins in that way.  

It is up to you to believe in Him blindly or not, but 
what matters the most is we get our sins taken away 
when we believe in Jesus. Do our sins go away when 
we offer the prayers of repentance everyday? 
Brothers and sisters, even if you believe in Jesus 
Christ as your Savior, you are like these people when 
you blindly believe in Him without proper 
knowledge of what John the Baptist did.  

John the Baptist was a man sent by God. God sent 
him before He sent His one and only Son. When they 
were both thirty years old, Jesus met John the Baptist 
in the Jordan River. There John baptized Jesus and 
passed the sin of the world to Jesus; Jesus became 
our Savior by bearing our sins, dying on the Cross 
and rising again from the dead. When we know about 
the ministries of both of them, we come to have the 
knowledge to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior; when 
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we have the genuine knowledge, we get to have the 
firm faith that our Lord has removed all our sins. 
Genuine faith accompanies proper knowledge. Faith 
without knowledge is not a genuine faith. Jesus said, 
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free” (John 8:32). Without knowing the 
Truth, there is no way to have complete faith. It can 
be compared to a fast train without a track; no matter 
how good the train is, it cannot run without the train 
track. We become equipped with the proper faith 
when we know that Jesus Christ and John the Baptist 
worked together for the good just as a train cannot 
function without train tracks.  

Knowledge is this important for our faith. “To 
give knowledge of salvation to His people by the 
remission of their sins” (Luke 1:77). Who gives 
knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins? 
John the Baptist does.  

“Through the tender mercy of our God, With 
which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To 
give light to those who sit in darkness and the 

shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of 
peace” (Luke 1:78-79). The bright light of salvation 
brought by Jesus Christ shined on us who were 
sitting in the shadow of death, remitted all our sins, 
and guided us into the path of peace.  

As we celebrate Christmas, we should not forget 
the role John the Baptist played in our believing in 
Jesus. What happens if you leave out the role of John 
the Baptist in the whole picture and just believe in 
Jesus? You are free to do so, but the sins of your 
hearts will never be removed.  

When people hear and read my sermon on this 
topic, they think I lift up John the Baptist 
unnecessarily. But they do not have any solid ground 
to back up their views. We get a lot of e-mails from 
the readers of my books all over the world, and most 
of them admit that it is hard not to agree with me 
since my sermons are all Bible-based. Proper 
sermons are supposed to be based on the Bible and 
the preacher’s own faith in the Word of God. That is 
the right kind of sermon. Whether the manner of 
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speech is excellent or not is not important. Any 
gabbers can make sleek speeches. People may say 
such a preacher is so eloquent, but they will 
remember nothing from those kinds of sermons.  

Whenever we celebrate Christmas, I always 
mention the role of John the Baptist. He means so 
much to us believers; he was a human being just like 
us, but he was the last prophet and the last High 
Priest before Christ. As the last High Priest of the 
Old Testament, he passed the sin of the human race 
onto the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who is the true 
light in the New Testament. John did such an 
important job in passing all our sins to Jesus.  

Then he witnessed to people, shouting, “Look, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
He is the Messiah, Savior and Christ.” He continued 
to rebuke people for their sins until he was beheaded. 
Before he went to Heaven, he completed his mission 
by baptizing Jesus and witnessing to people that 
Jesus is our Savior. He lived only for thirty years, but 
he did all of his work. Brothers and sisters, make sure 

you have the knowledge of what John the Baptist did 
if you are trying to receive Christ and believe in Him 
as your Savior.  

John the Baptist witnessed the true light, Jesus. 
We can have complete faith by knowing the role of 
John the Baptist. Anybody can be a blessed child of 
God only by believing in Jesus on the solid ground 
that John the Baptist built. That is how you and I 
received salvation once and for all by believing in 
Jesus Christ as our Savior. We were spiritually 
circumcised when we believed that Jesus bore all our 
sins through His baptism, death on the Cross, and 
resurrection.  

Thank God for sending us John the Baptist and 
Jesus Christ to save us from all sins.  
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Believe in the Gospel of  
The Water and the Spirit  

And Defend It  
Until the End 

 
 
< Luke 2:36-40 > 

“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, and had lived with a husband 
seven years from her virginity; and this woman 
was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did 
not depart from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. And coming 
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and 
spoke of Him to all those who looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had 
performed all things according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, 

Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God 
was upon Him.” 

 
 
Christmas is upon us. It would be truly wonderful 

if all Church members were doing God’s work with 
one faith and one heart, but my heart is troubled 
when this is not the case. Throughout his lifetime of 
ministry, the Apostle Paul also struggled the most 
when he found some people in God’s Church who 
did not believe in the righteousness of God even as 
they claimed to believe in it. Referring to such 
people, the Apostle Paul said that they were 
interested only in their own greed. That’s because 
even though these people professed to believe in 
Jesus as their Savior, they actually cared only about 
their own flesh rather than believing in the 
righteousness of God.  

How spiritually nauseating would it be to come 
across such people? It’s normal for a human being to 
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wear a gold necklace, but it’s an affront to see a pig 
wearing it. We can’t bear to see the gold necklace is 
worn by a beast that doesn’t know its value, as it is 
written, “As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, So is a 
lovely woman who lacks discretion” (Proverbs 
11:22).  

The success and failure of everyone depends on 
Jesus Christ. If you profess that you believe in Jesus 
Christ who came by the righteousness of God, then 
you must believe exactly how He has worked 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. If you 
otherwise believe according to your own fleshly 
thoughts, then your faith would not be upright but 
flawed. Today, there are many people who believe in 
the crucified Jesus. However, even though many of 
them also profess to believe in Jesus as their Savior, 
they believe in Him without actually realizing that 
Jesus accepted all our sins through the baptism He 
received from John the Baptist. Instead of believing 
in both the baptism of Jesus and the His blood on the 
Cross as the single Truth of salvation, these people 

believe according to their own doctrines, saying that 
Jesus is their Savior and the Son of God, and that He 
has saved them just by shedding His precious blood 
on the Cross and rising from the dead again. They 
don’t have the spiritual discernment to realize that 
such faith is wrong. Any faith that does not believe in 
the exact gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit is a 
false faith. 

Let’s say that you have received a diamond ring 
with an authorized certificate from your spouse. 
However, you don’t believe that the diamond is a 
genuine diamond but something else; so you have 
lost it by paying no attention to it. How foolish and 
ridiculous would this be? If, despite professing to 
believe in the Lord as our Savior, we were to believe 
in our own thoughts and convictions rather than 
believing and accepting God’s work of righteousness 
exactly as it is, how profoundly wrong would our 
faith be? Such faith is an affront.  

Long ago, there were three branch Churches in a 
certain region of our Church, and at two of these 
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Churches, the leaders professed to believe in the 
righteousness of God even as they did not. Having 
deceived their own conscience, they were ministering 
in God’s Church only to pursue their own fleshly 
greed. Even as they were in God’s Church, they tried 
to exploit the saints, preventing them from making 
offerings to God’s Church and telling them to make 
offering to themselves instead. Like this, these 
pastors were deceiving their conscience in order to 
fill the belly of their flesh. 

My fellow believers, I am not criticizing that some 
of you are leading a fleshly life even after being born 
again. Rather, my point is that even though we are all 
insufficient in our flesh, we must still serve the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit in our lives. The 
only requirement is that you live for the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit in Christ who gives strength to 
you. However, there were some false workers in 
God’s Church who did not believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit even as they knew it, took 
advantage of the freedom of the saints in the Church, 

and tried to rule over the saints to fill their private 
greed of the flesh. Although God has now uprooted 
and thrown them out, whenever I think about them, I 
still get nauseated by their filth.  

My fellow believers, Christmas is now upon us. 
Those who believe in the righteousness of God can 
be spiritually rejoiced in this Christmas, but those 
who don’t believe in God’s righteousness cannot be 
rejoiced. Why would they be rejoiced? Those who 
live only to fill their own bellies despite attending 
God’s Church are satisfied so long as their bellies are 
full. They don’t care whether their souls are 
destroyed or not. These people are nothing more than 
pigs with a full stomach, the spiritually accursed 
people who are standing against God’s Church. 

Paul struggled throughout his lifetime of ministry 
because of such people. I, too, struggle a lot when I 
find out that there are some people in God’s Church 
who do not believe in His righteousness. So I ask you 
examine your faith carefully by shedding the light of 
the righteousness of God on it. See for yourself 
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whether or not you believe in God exactly as He has 
saved you through His righteousness. There are many 
people gathered here. Is your faith the same as that of 
the person sitting right next to you? Or is your faith 
different? Is your faith the same as that of those 
sitting in front of you and behind?  

If anyone’s faith is different from the faith of 
those sitting here in God’s Church, then this person’s 
faith is false. That’s because in God’s Church, there 
are only those who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. Even if only one aspect of your faith is 
different from those sitting here, then your faith is a 
fake. Most liars say to themselves, “I don’t believe as 
you do. My faith is better than yours.” When I find 
such people in God’s Church, I try to admonish them 
everyday, but when my admonishments fall on deaf 
ears, I feel like giving up on them. Sometimes, I even 
feel like saying to them, “You deserve to go to hell. 
You are no better than a pig with a full stomach.” It’s 
so hard to face such people. Yet these people don’t 
actually realize that there is something wrong with 

their faith. That’s the problem. But even so, they still 
pretend to be wise and act as though their faith is 
good. 

My fellow believers, what does it mean when we 
say that we believe in the righteousness of God? It 
means that we believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. But what is the faith of today’s Christians 
in this world? Is it one that’s placed in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit or just the blood of the 
Cross? It’s one that believes only in the blood of the 
Cross. Is their faith the same as our faith that’s placed 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit? No, of 
course not.  

Then whose faith is right? Of course, everyone 
would think his own faith is right. But God says that 
our faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is 
the right faith. My fellow believers, many of the 
countless people claiming to be Christians today have 
a fake faith. For instance, if we assume that there are 
around ten million pastors in the world, and if all 
these pastors only have faith in the blood of the 
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Cross, then all these people would be false believers, 
not the believers in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

Faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is 
the real faith. This faith in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit is one that believes that the God of the 
Spirit came to this earth incarnated in the flesh of 
man, bore our sins by being baptized, died on the 
Cross in our place, and has thereby saved us. That’s 
why this Truth is called faith in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. You all profess to believe in our 
Lord Jesus as your Savior.  

Is this faith of yours then really standing on faith 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, or is it 
standing on false faith? Even if you believe in Jesus, 
unless you know the gospel of the water and the Sprit 
exactly, believe in it properly, and submit yourself to 
this gospel, your faith is a fake. Those who don’t 
know whether their faith is upright or not even as 
they are in God’s Church are no more than pigs and 
beasts with a full stomach. They may all be smart in 

their own way, but in reality, their faith is a flawed 
one that will take them to hell, and they are the ones 
who have sneaked into the Church. Instead of openly 
coming through the main gate, they have sneaked in 
like thieves using a ladder and through a window. 
This is not the proper faith. It’s a false faith. 

There were many such people in the days of the 
Apostle Paul, and there also are many such people in 
this age and time. Such people cause trouble in God’s 
Church and torment its saints. Why? It’s because 
their faith is not spiritually the same as ours and they 
do not serve the righteousness of the Lord that they 
torment our ministers and the born-again saints.  

Can faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
vary in God’s Church depending on the person? Can 
the gospel believed by the pastors be different from 
the gospel of the water and the Sprit believed by the 
deacons? Can the faith of our saints be different from 
the faith of the other lay believers? No, that is not 
possible.  
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However, in the worldly churches, faith may vary. 
Pastors, elders, evangelists, and laymen can all have 
different beliefs. If you gather together ten deacons 
and look at their faith, it would all be different. In 
God’s Church, anyone whose faith is different from 
our faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit is 
our enemy. Put differently, this person is someone 
who doesn’t believe in God and His righteousness. 
He is someone who has sneaked in. How do such 
people act then? Instead of throwing away their old 
faith, they add on top of it faith in the true gospel. 
Such people’s faith is one that has sneaked in.  

A while ago, I went to a branch Church of ours in 
Seoul to hold a revival meeting, and there I saw a 
brother giving his testimony of salvation, saying, “I 
want to testify that I am not just someone who has 
sneaked in.” He was saying that he was not someone 
who had sneaked into God’s Church without 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. He 
swore that he really believed in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit when he came into God’s 

Church. If his confession was true, his faith was 
proper enough to join God’s Church. 

Those who have sneaked into God’s Church reject 
the Truth that Jesus took away all the sins of this 
world by being baptized by John the Baptist, and 
instead believe that they have been saved by Jesus’ 
precious blood on the Cross alone. My fellow 
believers, although such faith may seem similar to 
ours, it is not the same. We believe that when Jesus 
was baptized by John the Baptist, all our sins were 
passed onto Him, and having thus borne our sins, 
Jesus went to the Cross, was crucified to pay off the 
wages of our sins, and has thereby saved us.  

Some Christians say, “We, too, have no sin as we 
believe that Jesus atoned all our sins with His 
precious blood of the Cross. What then is the 
difference between the faith that is placed in the 
blood of the Cross alone and the faith that is placed 
in both the baptism of Jesus and His blood? Aren’t 
they the same faith in the end?” No, it is not. Even if 
one knows the same right answer, if in the 
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formulation of his faith he doesn’t believe in the 
work of the baptism of the Lord and His blood in the 
exact order, then his faith is not one that’s approved 
by the Lord.  

It all seems very complicated, doesn’t it? But it 
doesn’t have to be; it’s actually all quite simple. My 
fellow believers, if the Lord says that He has saved 
us in this way, then all that we have to do is just 
believe accordingly. Yet those who think they are 
smart even as they are obtuse say, “I don’t think so. I 
think there is another way to reach the Truth.” Such 
people are God’s enemies and Satan’s servants. My 
fellow believers, let me admonish you to ponder if 
those next to you haven’t sneaked into the Church, if 
they don’t have false faith, if your children don’t 
have false faith, and what kind of faith does your 
family have.  

It’s very hard for someone who has sneaked in to 
turn around and believe properly. It’s hard because 
these people think that they believe properly. It’s 
rather unpleasant to eat something and then have 

indigestion. If you have a hard time digesting after 
eating something tasty, not only would you have an 
upset stomach, but you would also be in a bad mood. 
You would then take a peptic and walk around for 
hours trying to digest your food. If indigestion lasts 
more than a few hours, your mood will also turn 
sour. Like this, it’s when we are with someone who 
has not been saved that we feel the worst. If he were 
not saved at all, then we would just treat him 
accordingly as someone who has not been saved, but 
if he claims to have been saved, then we have to treat 
him as though he were saved even though he is not. 
It’s times like these that we get so offended. We feel 
uneasy because we are deceiving our own 
conscience.  

Some of you may then say that we should just tell 
them off, saying, “Sorry, but you have not been 
saved yet even though you profess to believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.” But we can’t tell 
them off because they believe in this way. What 
more can we say to them when they themselves 
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profess that they also believe so? What can you say 
to someone who thinks that he also believes in the 
water and the blood, and that his faith is right? No 
matter what we say to them, it’s all useless. If this is 
the case for anyone here, then this person must listen 
to his own conscience. He must admit himself 
wholeheartedly before God.  

 
 

I Was a Legalist 
 
I used to be a strict legalist and conservative like 

the Apostle Paul was before he met the resurrected 
Jesus Christ on his way to Damascus. I was so 
legalistic that even if my pants got ripped on the 
Lord’s Day, I didn’t fix it. And if I unintentionally 
committed any sin on the Lord’s Day, I used to 
repent in tears. Not once did I think that my faith in 
the blood of the Cross was an imperfect faith before 
God. I always believed that my faith was perfect.  

However, in passing time, I came to see how my 
faith bore wrong fruits, and I couldn’t resist but 
recognize the limits of my faith. So after ten years 
had gone by since I first believed in Jesus, I began to 
read the whole Bible again. While rereading the 
Word of God that I had read before, I stumbled upon 
a puzzle: “The Bible says that Jesus took away the 
sins of the world, and so if He indeed took them 
away, there should be no sin in this world, but my 
heart clearly has sin.” So I began to ponder, “How 
did Jesus then take away the sins of the world? What 
does it then mean when the Bible says that Jesus took 
away the sins of the world? Does this mean that Jesus 
took away only original sin as theologians insist, and 
that I have to be sanctified from my personal sins by 
offering prayers of repentance everyday? Which 
interpretation is the right one?” However, I still did 
not think that my faith was wrong when looked from 
the doctrinal standpoint of Christianity that I knew.  

By the time I began to minister at a church after 
graduating from seminary, I was grappling with 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

35   Believe in the Gospel of the Water and the Spirit and  
       Defend It Until the End 

 

doubts arising out of my life of faith, and while 
reading the Word of God I realized that I was 
completely ignorant of how one could be born of 
water and the Spirit as written in John 3:5. Yet I had 
to teach my congregation, and so you can imagine 
how untenable it was. If it were just about me, 
perhaps I could have coped with my doubts, but 
when I tried to teach others, I realized that my 
conscience would not tolerate this.  

If the mistaken beliefs were just mine, then I could 
have covered them up somehow, but I knew that my 
congregation could not receive the perfect remission 
of sins by hearing the gospel of the Cross alone that I 
was preaching to them. When I preached the gospel 
of the blood of the Cross, people heard the gospel 
from me and believed in it, but they still had sin. 
Looking at them, I thought to myself that either the 
gospel of the Cross that I believed in was false, or 
these people did not believe in the gospel exactly as I 
had preached to them. I could see that if people could 
not be freed from their sins even after believing in 

the gospel of the Cross that I was preaching, then my 
faith was also false.  

So I agonized over this issue before God. It’s only 
later on that I found the answer in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. In those days, the most puzzling 
question for me was why Jesus was baptized. So I 
asked countless people, from pastors to theologians 
and seminary professors. Yet there was no one who 
could give me a clear answer, not even one. There 
was neither anyone nor any writing on this planet that 
offered me the answer. So I began to grapple with 
this issue. 

It was in the middle of this struggle that I 
happened to attend a revival meeting held by the so-
called Evangelicals. Some people came to me and 
asked me if I was truly born again. Seeing how they 
were challenging me, I was impressed by the 
tremendous conviction that they had about their faith, 
and so I started to converse with them. I had a long 
conversation with them, listening to them attentively. 
But I could not find any particular point of faith from 
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them. Just as Jesus had talked with the teachers of the 
Law in the Temple for three days, I talked with them 
for several days. But once it was all over, I had lost 
my respect for the leader of that gathering. The 
people who had talked with me shook their heads, 
said that they never saw anyone who believed like 
me, and went back recognizing the conviction of my 
faith. Back then I didn’t even know the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, and yet despite this, their faith 
didn’t seem like faith at all.  

To make a long story short, I was a sinner before 
God in those days. Since God had said, “The wages 
of sin is death,” it was a forgone conclusion that I 
would be sent to hell as someone who was sinful. So 
it was such an agony for me that someone like me 
had to teach others. “How wrong is it for me to teach 
others when I myself am not perfect? The people 
who hear about the gospel of the blood of the Cross 
from me will bear the same fruit as I have, and so 
won’t they also end up in hell?”  

The following day, amid all this agony and 
desperation, I asked a member of the Evangelicals 
sitting next to me to preach the gospel to me again. 
He was the one with whom I had shared the Word the 
first day I attended the revival meeting. This person 
asked me, “Why do you ask me to preach the gospel 
to you when you already know all about it and 
believe in it?” So I said to him, “It’s because there is 
sin in my heart. So preach the Word of God to me! If 
you can’t preach, then at least read God’s Word that 
is related to the gospel to me.” He then read some 
passages in the Old Testament including Leviticus, 
and eventually reached Matthew 3:13-17 in the New 
Testament. At that very moment, God gave me an 
amazing light of awakening. A silent ripple started to 
spread out in my heart. After this, I closed the Bible 
myself, saying to the person, “Let’s stop. That’s 
enough.” I could not but close my eyes against the 
bright light of the Truth that filled my heart. Half an 
hour might have passed by before I stood up. I 
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eventually realized the true gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. 

My fellow believers, even though I had agonized 
so much and searched like this, not a single person 
provided me with the correct answer. However, the 
Word of God washed away my heart’s sins. This 
Word of God was the gospel Word of the water and 
the Spirit. My question was answered in Matthew 
3:15. All my doubts were over when I read this 
passage. All my worries ended when I read this 
passage and closed the Bible. I realized that when the 
Lord was baptized by John the Baptist, He had thus 
fulfilled all righteousness. The word “thus” in 
Matthew 3:15 referred the laying on of hands of the 
Old Testament. Although I knew for sure the 
meaning of the laying on of hands, no one had told 
me that the baptism of Jesus was the same as the 
laying on of hands. The light of the knowledge of the 
Truth came into my heart.  

As a ripple spreads through a lake when a stone is 
thrown, a small ripple was stirred up in my heart: 

“Now I see! This is how Jesus bore my sins. That’s 
why Jesus is the Lamb of God who took away the 
sins of the world, why He was crucified, why He 
said, ‘It is finished,’ why He rose from the dead 
again, why He is now sitting at the right hand of God, 
and why He said that those who believe in this are 
saved from sin! And this is also why John 1:12 says, 
‘As many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, to those who believe in 
His name.’ That’s why the Bible says that man shall 
attain the righteousness of God by believing in it, and 
why Hebrew chapter 10 says, ‘Where there is 
remission of these, there is no longer an offering for 
sin.’ So Jesus said that we shall be saved from sin by 
believing in the righteousness of God.”  

The bright light of truth shone my soul that had 
been enveloped in pitch-black darkness, and peace 
and tranquility came into my heart. After reading 
Matthew 3:13-17, my mind went through all kinds of 
thoughts, wondering, “Does this mean that there is no 
believer in this true gospel on this planet? Is 
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Christianity all false, even though it has had such a 
long history?” Even now, I still believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, and I am still preaching it. 
And countless souls have received the remission of 
sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

All my sins were eradicated by the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Referring to this, the Bible 
speaks of “being born again.” However, most 
Christians still mistake the real meaning of “being 
born again.” Some of the Evangelicals said that the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit had existed all over 
the world, but false pastors corrupted the gospel and 
faith has now gone astray to return to legalism. So I 
asked them in return, “Pastor, using our country as an 
example, Horace G. Underwood was a Presbyterian 
missionary and Henry G. Appenzeller was a 
Methodist missionary. These are the men who spread 
the gospel to Korea for the first time. Does this then 
mean that all the theologians at American seminaries 
were born again by knowing and believing in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit? Were they really 
born again by believing in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit? Is it then Korean pastors who 
corrupted this gospel, even though these foreigners 
were born again?”  

Lost for words, they just stared at me, closed the 
Bible, and went into their room to never come out. If 
their words and their doctrines were true, all the 
Christians in the whole world would believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and there wouldn’t 
be any Christian who isn’t born again. My fellow 
believers, even though the Evangelicals may say a 
few words about the baptism Jesus received, they are 
only speaking of superficial things they’ve picked up, 
not preaching it with any real knowledge and faith.  

Therefore, they are the ones who have sneaked 
into God’s Church. They are the unclean ones who 
have slipped in secretly. The Lord said that a tree is 
known by its fruit. Their spiritual condition is 
abysmal. Even now, are they not busy trying to fill 
their own bellies with the congregation’s money? My 
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fellow believers, is the faith of those who believe 
only in the blood of the Cross the right faith? Is it the 
right faith for them to say that they have been saved 
just by the precious blood of the Cross? Is it okay for 
them to sell their houses and offer the proceeds to 
their churches? These Christians claim that their sins 
disappeared when they offered prayers of repentance 
all night long, and that peace came into their hearts. 
Is this kind of faith the correct faith? No, it’s all false. 
It’s nothing more than committing a spiritual fraud.  

The Bible makes it clear that one must be born of 
water and the Spirit. The Lord Himself said so, and if 
this is what He said, then we ought to believe 
accordingly. Since the Lord told us to believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we must believe in 
this gospel. If anyone tries to receive the remission of 
sins through the blood of the Cross alone, he will fall 
into great despair. Such people’s faith is not real, but 
it’s based on their own fleshly emotion. 

Think about it. Has Jesus saved you from your 
sins just by being crucified to death? In order for 

Jesus to save us, didn’t He have to put on the flesh of 
man, be born through the body of Mary, and take 
upon all our sins by being baptized by John the 
Baptist at the age of 30? It is through His baptism 
that our Lord Jesus bore all our sins. It’s because 
Jesus bore our sins once and for all by being baptized 
by John the Baptist that He could die on the Cross 
and save us. You have to consider the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit according to the Word of God.  

I am not asking you to do so arbitrarily. Before, I 
had tried to receive the remission of sins by believing 
in the blood of the Cross alone, and in those days I 
had been a worse sinner than you. My spirit was 
filled with sin before. I was little more than a wage 
earner living to ensure only my fleshly prosperity. 
However, the Lord led me to discover the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, made me realize and believe 
in the Truth of the real remission of sins, and saved 
me once and for all. And I have taught you only the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit from the beginning 
of our Church. If I had taught you only the blood of 
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the Cross since I met you, by now you would have 
turned into the Devil’s children.  

My fellow believers, we must not nullify the 
baptism that Jesus received from John the Baptist, as 
though it were meaningless. We must rethink why 
Jesus had to be baptized by John the Baptist, and 
believe in this baptism. If anyone dismisses either the 
baptism of Jesus or His blood on the Cross, and 
nullifies any of them in his heart, then he is not a 
saved child of God but a child of the Devil. You must 
believe in both the water and the blood and cherish 
them in your heart. We must believe in the Word of 
God exactly as it is. When I see how some people 
don’t believe in God’s Word of righteousness even 
when it is preached to them, I sometimes feel like 
giving up on them. I feel like covering up the gospel 
Truth of the water and the Spirit never to reveal it 
again, and just say to them, “Yes, you’re right. Go on 
your own way to destruction.” But I cannot do this 
before God. The conscience of my faith does not 
allow me to do this.  

True Faith Comes from God and the 
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit  

 
Let’s turn to Ephesians 4:3-6 here: “Endeavoring 

to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all.”  

My fellow believers, is this also your faith? There 
is only one Lord of salvation who has saved you. It is 
none other than Jesus Christ. It’s Jesus who 
shouldered all your sins by being baptized, and it’s 
Jesus who bore the condemnation of these sins on the 
Cross. There is also only one God. We believe in the 
same God. We believe in the same one God—the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit. We believe that God 
the Father planned our salvation, that His only 
begotten Son came to this earth and bore your sins 
and mine through His baptism, and that He has 
become our true God of salvation by dying on the 
Cross and rising from the dead again. And God the 
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Holy Spirit affirms to your heart and mine that the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is indeed the Truth. 
That’s why the Scriptures say, “There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of 
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all.” My fellow believers, you 
must never take out either the baptism of Jesus or His 
blood on the Cross, nor add anything else to them. 
Spiritually speaking, anyone who believes in Jesus 
while leaving out His baptism belongs to Satan. 

My fellow believers, is the faith of Paul the same 
as your faith and mine? Yes, it’s the same. Paul’s 
faith is also identical to ours. There is one God, one 
baptism, and one faith—that’s the same as ours. The 
Cross of Jesus Christ is found in His baptism, just as 
the baptism of Jesus Christ is completed in His 
Cross. His Cross and His baptism are not apart from 
each other. They are one. There is one Lord, one 
baptism, one faith, and one God the Father. Do we 
not all share the same faith? Of course we do!  

Indeed, the Lord was born on this earth to blot out 
our sins, and by being baptized by John the Baptist, 
He accepted all our sins concretely once and for all. 
As our sins were thus passed onto the Lord, we were 
washed from all our sins and the Lord was 
condemned on the Cross. We also recognize that it’s 
because Jesus was condemned for all our sins by 
being crucified that we have been saved from all sins. 
Like this, we believe in the baptism of Jesus and His 
Cross as the pivotal points of our salvation from sin.  

In contrast, those who believe in Jesus only as a 
matter of religion, and those who have slipped into 
the Church secretly, do not believe that the starting 
point of salvation lies with the baptism of Jesus and 
His blood on the Cross. Such false Christians just add 
the faith of baptism as an option on top of their old 
faith, which you also had when you believed only in 
the blood of the Cross. If you think, “Is the baptism 
of Jesus really a must for our salvation?” you are still 
abiding by your old faith. That’s why the Devil uses 
your old faith as his device to undermine you. Unless 
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you demolish your old faith completely and eradicate 
it entirely rather than trying to cover it up with the 
baptism of Jesus, you cannot get your faith approved 
by God no matter how ardently you may believe. 
When you drew the fundamental line of salvation, 
you did not recognize clearly that all your sins were 
completely passed onto Jesus through His baptism, 
and that’s why the Devil works in your heart even as 
you believe in God. Where you draw the line of 
salvation is absolutely important. 

You may be thinking mistakenly here that you can 
be a member of God’s Church even though you came 
into the Church without going through the gate of the 
faith that believes the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. However, if you have snuck in over the wall, 
you have not actually come into God’s Church. Such 
people will soon be cast out even if they are 
physically in God’s Church. It’s only when you open 
the main gate of the Church and set your feet 
completely inside that you have really come into 
God’s Church. Jesus was baptized by John the 

Baptist in order to accept all your sins, because it was 
thus fitting to fulfill all righteousness. My fellow 
believers, you must be saved by believing in this 
Word, that Jesus bore all your sins by being baptized. 
Through this Word of God, you must believe that all 
your sins were passed onto Jesus. 

I’ve spoken to you about the Tabernacle on 
numerous occasions, and so for a while I had not 
brought it up again as you might be tired of it. But I’d 
like to take this opportunity to revisit the Tabernacle 
here. The name Tabernacle is derived from the tent 
that covered the House of God. It means “a house 
with a roof of tent,” indicating that it had a covered 
roof.  

The Tabernacle was divided into two places: an 
outer court and an inner structure. To enter the 
Tabernacle, the dwelling place of God, one has to go 
first through the screen gate of the court of the 
Tabernacle made of blue, purple, and scarlet thread 
and fine woven linen. Each of these colors implies 
Jesus’ ministries of salvation—the blue thread means 
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His baptism, the purple thread His deity, and the 
scarlet thread His death on the Cross. This means that 
you must first wash away your sins by believing in 
what Jesus Christ has done for you before entering 
the Church, God’s dwelling place.  

If you want to be born again, you must pass all 
your sins to Jesus Christ by believing in His baptism 
without fail. And you must also believe that Jesus 
Christ had to bear the condemnation of all your sins 
by dying on the Cross while shouldering them. The 
Bible says that one can enter the Kingdom of God 
and become His child only when he believes in all 
these things. If, on the other hand, anyone does not 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, then 
the Bible says that this person cannot receive perfect 
salvation, nor become God’s child, far less enter His 
Kingdom. Jesus has saved you with the blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread and fine woven linen.  

 
 
 

What Is the Biblical Meaning of the 
Color Blue? 

 
It refers to the baptism Jesus received on this 

earth, through which He bore our sins once and for 
all. Jesus accepted all our sins by being baptized. 
What does the color purple mean? It means that Jesus 
is the King of kings, God Himself, and our Divine 
Being. What about the color scarlet then? It refers to 
the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made by shedding His 
blood to death on the Cross to pay off the wages of 
our sins that He had accepted through His baptism. 
The color scarlet implies that Jesus bore the 
condemnation of our sins. So, Jesus has completely 
blotted out all our sins with the blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread, and this Truth is revealed in His Word 
that was recorded in detail just like the fine woven 
linen. We have finally become sinless and righteous 
people by believing in the Truth revealed in the 
screen gate of the Tabernacle. We have become 
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God’s own children, in other words. That’s how we 
are now able to enter the Kingdom of God.  

My fellow believers, if you want to become 
righteous, you must believe in the blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread. The Son of God the Father and God 
Himself, the Creator who made the universe and all 
things in it, personally came to this earth to save you 
and me, received baptism, died on the Cross, rose 
from the dead again, and has thereby delivered us all. 
In doing so, the Lord has washed our hearts as white 
as snow and made us His brides. In other words, He 
has accepted us as His own people. 

Unless you believe in this Word, you cannot enter 
the House of God. Anyone can open and enter the 
gate of the court of the Tabernacle. Even a sinner can 
enter the court of the Tabernacle. A sinner can also 
bring a sacrificial lamb or goat and make his way 
through the gate. He may even lay his hands on his 
sacrificial animal there. Even if he doesn’t believe, 
he can still lay his hands on the lamb of sacrifice, cut 
its throat, draw its blood, give it to the priests, and 

then go home. He may even sneak up to the laver of 
bronze behind the priests’ back and wash his dirty 
hands and face with its water. The priests may then 
find out and chase after him. But even so, he can still 
claim, “Today, I received the remission of sins.” 

However, my fellow believers, anyone who does 
not believe with the heart can never enter into the 
Holy Place. The Holy Place is different from the 
court of the Tabernacle. Those who are faithless and 
therefore remain sinful absolutely cannot enter into 
the Holy Place. The Bible says that the wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). You can enter the 
Holy Place only if you believe in the Word of God 
and His rules. Only those who believe with the heart 
can enter it. The Bible says that with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. Only if you 
believe with your heart can you enter Heaven and 
become a child of God. Those who don’t believe can 
never enter Heaven.  
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The door of the Holy Place was also made of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread and fine woven linen. This 
means that we must believe in the God-fulfilled 
salvation with our hearts. We must confirm it again 
to enter the Holy Place. We must believe that our 
Savior, God Himself, came to this earth, was 
baptized, and bore our sins through this baptism, and 
that Jesus is the God who created us. We must also 
believe that Jesus bore the harsh punishment for all 
our sins on the Cross precisely because He had 
shouldered them through His baptism. And rising 
from the dead again, He has become our Savior and 
made us God’s children.  

Are we then still sinful, my fellow believers? No, 
we have become as clean as white snow. Such faith is 
the faith that believes the Truth revealed in the blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread and fine woven linen. This 
is the very faith that enables us to open the door of 
the Holy Place and enter it, and only those who have 
such faith can enter the Kingdom of God.  

 

What Is inside the Most Holy When 
You Enter It? 

 
Inside the Holy Place are the golden lampstand 

and the table of showbread. The lampstand and the 
table of showbread refer to God’s Church. And inside 
the Holy Place, there is another curtain door, and 
beyond it lies the Most Holy. The Ark of the 
Testimony is found inside the Most Holy. The 
covering of the Ark is called mercy seat. This is the 
place where God bestows His mercy—that is, it is the 
dwelling place of God. Once we receive the 
remission of sins, we start trusting in God; and 
whenever we face hardship from then on, we go to 
His presence to ask for His help. This is the mercy 
seat. Whenever we approach God like this to seek 
His help, we must examine our faith once again. We 
must ask ourselves whether or not we really believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Sprit, and whether 
or not we have indeed become sinless and clean.  
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God has enabled us to know this through the altar 
of incense. The High Priest had to put the blood of 
the sacrifice on the horns of the altar once a year. On 
the Day of Atonement, the High Priest had to pass 
the yearly sins of the Israelites onto the sacrificial 
goat, draw its blood and take it into the Most Holy, 
put it on the altar of incense, and burn the incense. 
Like this, only someone who thus believes in God 
can come to His presence. Even though we have 
received the remission of sins from God, whenever 
we stand in His presence to seek His help, we must 
examine our faith and make sure that we do indeed 
believe that the Lord shouldered all our sins and 
shortcomings through His baptism and bore the 
condemnation of all our sins with His death on the 
Cross. My fellow believers, it’s because we believe 
like this that we can boldly approach God the Father 
and ask for His help. We are able to come to the 
presence of God by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit held in the spiritual truth of the 
blue, purple, scarlet thread and fine woven linen. 

This means that whenever we come before God to 
pray to Him, we must ruminate on our faith that the 
Lord has made us perfectly righteous with the blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread and fine woven line. Unless 
we ruminate on this faith, that the Lord has blotted 
out all our sins from our original sin to our personal 
sins, and that He was condemned for them, we 
cannot approach God.  

How many times did God make us confirm the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit through the 
Tabernacle? He made us confirm it no less than three 
times—first at the gate of the court of the Tabernacle, 
second at the door of the Holy Place, and third at the 
veil door of the Most Holy. How many times must 
you and I then confirm our faith? We must confirm it 
when we first believe in Jesus, while we live out our 
faith in this world, and until we go to the Lord. 
Because you and I pray to God everyday, we must 
confirm the gospel of the water and the Spirit every 
time we go to God to ask for His help.  
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While living in this world, you and I make 
mistakes constantly. We do wrong even to our 
brothers and sisters, and so how can we approach 
God without addressing such wrongdoings? When 
Jesus came to this earth, He took away all our 
unrighteousness and all our sins through the baptism 
He received from John the Baptist. Jesus Himself 
said to John the Baptist in Matthew 3:15, “Permit it 
to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” From this passage we know that all 
your sins and mine were passed onto Jesus when He 
was baptized by John the Baptist. So we say, “Jesus, 
You bore all my sins at that time. I believe in this. 
You were condemned for the sins of the world on the 
Cross for us. I believe in this also.” It is by this faith 
that we pass all our wrongdoings to Jesus, and it is by 
this faith that we come before God the Father and 
seek His help. With this faith we affirm our salvation 
each and every day of our lives. This is what the life 
of faith is all about. 

All of us are inadequate in our lives, yet some of 
us still say, “I’ve already been saved once. So why 
do I have to confirm my faith every day?” Because 
we are imperfect human beings, we commit sin day 
after day. For us to stand upright before God all the 
time, we must rely on the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit every day. We must ruminate on the gospel 
and confirm it in our hearts on a daily basis. Many 
people in this world who call themselves 
Evangelicals propound on their own views without 
even knowing anything about the righteousness of 
Jesus. They also insist that they have no sin and that 
they have been born again by faith. They publish 
books that seem promising at first, but are actually 
devoid of any meaningful content when one reads 
them.  

My fellow believers, to enter the Kingdom of 
God, it’s absolutely indispensable for you to have the 
faith of the blue, purple, and scarlet thread and fine 
woven line. Anyone who otherwise departs from this 
faith even slightly is someone who has sneaked into 
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God’s Church, and none other than such people are 
wage earners and the Devil’s children. Even as they 
do not understand the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, they behave arrogantly as though they have 
faith, and they try to reign over the entire 
congregation.  

My fellow believers, all the doors of the 
Tabernacle were made of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread and fine woven linen, and the combination of 
these colors was strikingly beautiful. Like this, the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is the beautiful 
gospel that enables us to come to the presence of God 
without fail. We must therefore confirm this beautiful 
gospel every day. Even though your everyday acts 
are insufficient and you commit many wrongdoings 
before God, you must still ruminate on your faith and 
come to His presence by faith.  

Do you have any sin? No, you don’t. Even so, 
every day you must ruminate on your faith that’s 
placed in the blue, purple, and scarlet thread and fine 
woven line. You must ruminate on the gospel all the 

time. Even though you have received the remission 
of sins, unless you confirm this gospel every day, 
your heart will be defiled. To open the door of the 
Most Holy and enter inside, even the High Priest had 
to first pass his sins and the sins of the Israelites by 
laying his hands on the sacrificial animal outside the 
Holy Place, draw its blood, and put this blood on the 
horns of the altar of incense. He also had to burn the 
incense and fill the Holy Place with its aroma. This is 
not all. The High Priest then had to take the blood 
across the veil door of the Most Holy, and sprinkle it 
seven times on and in front of the mercy seat.  

My fellow believers, you must affirm the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit time after time. Only then 
can you keep the faith that’s perfect in God’s sight, 
defend this faith, and spread it to others as well. Jesus 
Christ has saved you and me perfectly through the 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread and fine woven linen. 
We must have faith in this. The fine woven line here 
refers to white thread.  
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When were your spirit and mine cleansed? By 
what faith were your sins cleansed away? By what 
Word of God have you become clean? We have 
become clean by the Word of Jesus’ baptism and His 
death on the Cross: Born on this earth, Jesus bore our 
sins by being baptized by John the Baptist at the age 
of 30, saying, “Thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” This means that Jesus took upon all 
our sins, yours and mine alike, when He was 
baptized. He shouldered all the sins of mankind. All 
your sins and mine were passed onto Jesus. When 
Jesus was baptized, all our sins were passed onto 
Him and washed away. Jesus, the Lamb of sacrifice, 
bore all our sins. When did this happen? All your sins 
and mine were passed onto Jesus when He was 
baptized. And when He was crucified to death, He 
paid off the wages of our sins in our place. Having 
come as our Savior, Jesus did all these things for us. 
He has become our Savior by the water and the 
blood. Through the water, the blood, and the Spirit, 
Lord has made us God’s children.  

My fellow believers, your faith in Jesus should not 
be a matter of religion. I beseech you not to believe 
in Jesus simply as a matter of religion, just saying 
that you believe in the Savior and Christianity. This 
means that you should not believe in Jesus vaguely, 
as though you believe in a worldly religion. 

How should you believe in Jesus then? You 
should believe according to the Truth. God has made 
us completely sinless with the blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread and fine woven linen. That’s how you 
must believe. At all times, whether you are making 
your confession of faith, approaching God, praying to 
Him, or when your conscience is ashamed and as a 
result you lose your boldness, you must believe that 
Jesus fulfilled all righteousness by being baptized 
when He came to this earth. You must believe that 
Jesus bore all our sins at that time; that our all our 
sins were passed onto the Lord at that moment. You 
must believe according to the Truth. The day after 
John the Baptist baptized Jesus, he bore witness of 
Him, saying, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
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away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) And just like 
this witness, Jesus shouldered all the sins of the 
world and shed His blood to death on the Cross. And 
rising from the dead again, He has saved us. You 
must believe like this.  

Why do you wish to believe only vaguely in 
whichever way you want? You can be vague when it 
comes to your human relationships or worldly affairs. 
As far as your human relationships are concerned, 
you may hide your sentiments and be polite to all 
your acquaintances even if you detest some of them 
inside, but you must not do this when it comes to 
faith. Your faith in the Lord should never be vague or 
half-hearted, as though it were only a matter of 
religion. At every moment and every second, we 
must confirm that Jesus has fulfilled all righteousness 
through His baptism, and that He bore all our sins.  

Believe that your sins were passed onto Jesus. 
Believe that Jesus carried the sins of the world to the 
Cross and bore their condemnation by being 
crucified. That’s how you must believe. Don’t be so 

foolish and obstinate to believe in Jesus as your 
Savior in whatever way you want, just saying with 
your words that Jesus took away your sins without 
really understanding its process through the Word of 
God. Instead, you must confess exactly how Jesus 
took away your sins. You must confess this both to 
God and the Devil. Such confession is not something 
trivial that makes no difference whether you make it 
or not. Unless you make this confession explicitly, 
the Devil will build his house in your heart, rule over 
your thoughts, and turn you into someone who has 
nothing to do with God. Even if you believe in this 
gospel and you have been saved, if your confession 
of faith is vague, the Devil will begin to drag you 
around. You will then face death in the end.  

My fellow believers, it’s absolutely indispensable 
for you to have the right knowledge and the right 
faith, and to make your confession of faith properly. 
Jesus, is God Himself and the Creator, forsook His 
glory and came to this earth in the same image of His 
creature, all in order to save us through His baptism 
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and blood. And He has saved us through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. We should never dismiss 
such salvation and such glorious love that God has 
toward us as though they mean nothing. We must 
believe truthfully.  

Most Koreans know about Joong Geun Ahn, a 
venerated independence fighter. Even in this world, 
those who deserve remembrance should be 
remembered. As someone who fought tirelessly for 
the independence of Korea during its subjugation 
under Japanese colonial rule, Joong Geun Ahn 
should be remembered by every Korean for ages to 
come. Even though a lot of time has gone by, every 
Korean should know him and teach their kids about 
him.  

Although I am a Christian, I have much respect 
for the patriot Ahn. A Christian leader in Korea once 
said that he revered Wonhyo, a famous Korean 
Buddhist monk who lived 1,400 years ago. Buddhists 
in Korea exaggerate the achievements of their 
forefathers. For example, Samyoung, a great 

Buddhist monk of some 500 years ago, is claimed to 
have possessed supernatural powers. According to 
legend, the Japanese locked him in a room and 
heated it up to bake him alive, but when they opened 
the door, they saw icicles in the room. For another 
example, it’s also said that this monk sat in a snowy 
field but made no imprints. Anyway, that monk was 
human. Unless protected by God, everyone burns in 
fire and leaves an imprint in the snow. If not, this 
person is not a human being but a ghost.  

Yet even as many people believe in such nonsense 
so easily, they do not believe in the righteousness of 
God, that Jesus was baptized for them and bore all 
their sins. Instead, they dismiss it and laugh at it, 
never to remember it again. Is it then acceptable for 
us to be annoyed and ashamed of speaking out about 
our salvation and ruminating on it? No, it’s not! This 
Word of salvation is what we must hold onto and 
confess all the time, whether we are living in the 
world or not.  
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If you read my sermon series on the Book of 
Revelation, you will come across a description of the 
emergence of Antichrist and the martyrdom of the 
righteous. Deaconess Kim drew an illustration for 
this book, and this illustration depicts a man lying 
before the Antichrist. On his belly is an open book; 
on one side there is a drawing of Jesus being 
baptized, and on the other side a drawing of Jesus 
dying on the Cross. This picture shows that the 
righteous can defend their faith even when facing 
their martyrdom, all by confirming the baptism of 
Jesus and His death on the Cross. My fellow 
believers, you must not consider this confession of 
faith as an egregious burden. You must hold onto it 
even until the moment you are killed by the Devil.  

Hasn’t Jesus saved us through the blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread? Of course He has. The blue and 
purple thread means that God Himself, the Almighty 
and the King of kings, became man and fulfilled all 
His righteousness by bearing our sins through His 
baptism. That is how all the will of God the Father 

was fulfilled. The scarlet thread here means that on 
the Cross Jesus bore the condemnation of all our sins 
that He had accepted through His baptism. That is 
how He has saved us. Is this right or not? That is how 
your spirit and mine were cleansed. We have become 
as clean as white linen. So I have no sin at all. Do 
you think I’m saying this just hypothetically? No, it’s 
for real. When I had sin in my heart in my past, I 
couldn’t even stand before people and look them 
straight in the face. How could I then stand before 
God if I were not sinless? 

The prophetess named Anna here in today’s 
Scripture passage saw her husband die in seven years 
since getting married. For 84 years from then on she 
had been waiting for the coming of Jesus Christ 
praying to God. And she saw Jesus with her own 
eyes. After waiting for the coming of Jesus Christ for 
84 long years, Anna finally got to see Him with her 
own eyes.  

My fellow believers, for how long must we then 
keep this gospel after being born again? We must 
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keep this gospel until the day the Lord returns to this 
world, until the day we stand before our Lord face to 
face, and forevermore. We should be rejoiced. We 
should testify Jesus all the time and praise Him 
always. When you give your testimony of salvation, 
do you testify that your sins were passed onto Jesus 
when He was baptized? If this is lacking from your 
testimony of salvation, you must turn around and 
believe in this gospel. If your faith does not include 
the belief that your sins were passed onto Jesus 
Christ when He was baptized and all righteousness 
was thereby fulfilled, and if this faith is not found in 
your testimony of salvation, then it can only mean 
that you have not been saved. Isn’t this right? Of 
course it is!  

Everyone must be honest before God, man and 
woman alike. All of us must be honest when we 
believe in God. “I thought it was right for me to 
believe in Jesus like this, but now that I heard the 
Word, I see that is not the case. I now understand that 
I have to believe in the righteousness of God. The 

righteousness of God is that God the Father sent His 
Son to this earth, this Jesus bore all my sins by being 
baptized, and at that time all my sins were passed 
onto the Lord. And when Jesus was crucified to 
death, He bore the condemnation of all my sins. That 
is how He has saved me. That is the right faith to 
have.” We must believe in the Truth like this from 
now on. Regardless of how we had believed in the 
past, we must have true and upright faith from now 
on and confess it honestly.  

Long ago, a scholar named Galileo Galilei (1564-
1642) openly endorsed Copernicus’s heliocentric 
view saying that Copernicus had been right all along 
to argue that the planet Earth revolved around the 
sun. The Vatican then accused Galileo of heresy, 
imprisoned him, and issued an ultimate to him, 
saying, “You claim that the planet Earth revolves 
around the sun, but if this were true, how come we 
don’t get dizzy? We will burn all your books. And 
we demand that you recant your view, or otherwise 
we will also throw you into the fire and burn you on 
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the stake. We will condemn you to death as a 
heretic.” With the situation spiraling out of control, 
Galileo recanted his view, saying, “I made a mistake. 
The planet Earth does not revolve around the sun.” 
But when he was released, he is said to have 
remarked famously, “But still the Earth revolves.” 
Even though he had lied to the Vatican under the 
threat of death and coercion, in his heart, he still 
thought that the Earth revolved around the sun. He 
thought, “It doesn’t matter even if the Pope is against 
my view. If God made the Earth revolve around the 
sun, then that is how the Earth moves regardless of 
what the Vatican says. Will the Earth stop revolving 
just because the Pope and I deny this?” That’s why 
he spoke out his conscience, saying, “The Earth still 
revolves.” Galileo’s words were vindicated 
eventually with passing time. When his heliocentric 
view was proved to be correct, the Vatican admitted 
its mistake in 1992. 

My fellow believers, if your faith is fallacious, 
you must admit this and turn it around. Jesus, God 

Himself, has made us perfectly righteous through the 
Truth revealed in the blue, purple, and scarlet thread 
and fine woven linen. God spoke of this in the 
Tabernacle as well as the New Testament. You 
should then say, “Yes, You are right, Lord. I believe 
in You and Your Word.” Those who are otherwise 
still insisting on their own beliefs are foaming with 
all kinds of filth in their mouths. If I were 
interpreting the Word of God in whatever way I want 
just because I am a pastor, saying, “Your sins were 
not passed onto Jesus through His baptism,” then 
what use would it be even if Jesus were born on this 
earth a hundred times and died on the Cross a 
hundred times?  

Why do you not believe in this gospel when it is 
the real gospel of Truth that the Bible speaks of? Yet 
despite this, many people block their ears and 
willingly sear their own conscience with a hot iron, 
saying, “I’ve already made up my mind. I refuse to 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.” My 
fellow believers, such people will be cursed on this 
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earth, just like those who tried to enter the Sanctuary 
of God on their own without following the Word 
were burnt to death. And they will be cast into the 
everlasting fire of hell to suffer forever. God will 
bring this about to those who are too stubborn to 
obey His Word of salvation. I also hope this happens 
to them. My fellow believers, your faith must be 
unambiguous. Faith in God must be uncompromising 
and clear. Do you also believe so? You have to say 
yes in your conscience, by faith. Do you believe this? 

For 84 years since being widowed, Anna kept her 
faith and waited for the coming of the Lord, and she 
finally got to meet Him face to face. She saw the 
Lord personally with her own eyes. Like Anna here, 
we, too, are waiting for the Lord, believing that He 
has saved us through the blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, that is, through His water and blood. 
Although we do not know how many more years we 
have to wait until the Lord’s return, He will come 
surely sooner or later. Until that day, we must defend 
this gospel by faith and spread this faith to everyone 

all around the world. Our faith should not be 
different from each other even as we are abiding in 
the same Church.  

Anyone whose faith is different from ours is a 
heretic. Stay away from such people who have 
sneaked into the Church, and whose faith is different 
from ours. Even if one is a pastor, if he dismisses the 
baptism of Jesus and says that your sins were not 
passed onto Him when He was baptized, spit at his 
face. My fellow believers, when it comes to our 
insufficiencies, we all need to tolerate each other. We 
should forgive of each other’s weaknesses as human 
beings. However, if anyone despises the salvation of 
God even though He has saved us out of so much 
love, then this person deserves to be spit at and all 
curses should rightfully fall on him.  

When John the Baptist was on this earth, he called 
the unbelievers ‘a brood of vipers.’ In Korea, calling 
someone “son of a dog” is a great insult, but even 
more insulting than this is being called a brood of 
vipers. John the Baptist had said to the unbelievers of 
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his time, “Repent, you brood of vipers! You shout 
out repentance only in words, but unless you show 
your repentance by your acts, you will be cursed.” 
Those who do not believe that the Lord has saved us 
through His water and blood even as they are in our 
Church are no better than a dog. They are the Devil’s 
brood. They are a brood of vipers. Anyone who 
doesn’t believe like this is an offspring of the Devil 
and the serpent. God Himself also said so. Such 
people are neither God’s servants nor His people, but 
nothing more than the Devil’s brood. They should be 
deemed to have shut the doors of their hearts on their 
own, refusing to believe. Such people should be 
treated like a brood of the Devil. And we must stay 
away from them. 

On this Christmas Eve, there will be theatrical 
performances as well as praising. Unless we believe 
in Jesus with our hearts, how could we ever celebrate 
His birth and call Him our Savior? How could we 
pray to the Lord? Doing so without believing in 
exactly what the Lord has done is making a mockery 

of God and ridiculing Him. My fellow believers, you 
must believe correctly.  

It breaks my heart to think about so many people 
who don’t believe right. Can you understand how my 
heart suffers like this? Would my heart be at rest 
when I find myself doubting about any member of 
our Church? No, my heart is restless. Enveloped in 
dark clouds, my heart is oppressed by worries even 
as I smile outwardly. I say to myself, “It would be so 
wonderful if this person believed properly. Why is he 
so stubborn? But I’ve watered him also this year, and 
so I should wait a bit more.” Yet even as I say this to 
myself, my heart is still deeply hurt. It wouldn’t be 
such a huge problem if we were just dealing with our 
outside enemies, or with the insufficient acts of our 
fellow believers. It’s so much more difficult to deal 
when those claiming to share the same faith as ours 
reveal their faithless fruit and acts, and thus expose 
their flawed faith. There is nothing that is uglier and 
more difficult than this. Among our fellow believers, 
we can all share our love and our hardship. But we 
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cannot share them with anyone else. It’s a living hell 
to share the same house with those who have not 
been born again. Try it for yourself and see how it 
feels. It’s a living hell. Don’t you agree?  

If you are trying to befriend those who have not 
been born again, this itself is hell. If you still find it 
quite enjoyable to have the company of those who 
have not been born again, then there is something 
deeply wrong with your faith. It’s because you are 
the same people as they are. My fellow believers, we 
the born-again have a pride to maintain. We don’t 
think of anyone who has not been born again as an 
upright human being, even if this person is the most 
beautiful woman in the world or the most powerful 
man. You should carry a conversation only with 
someone who is worthy of your attention. How can 
you then talk to just anyone? I have no respect for 
those standing against the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. I don’t even utter profanity at them because 
they don’t deserve any attention at all. They have 
nothing to do with us.  

At the very least, every born-again believer has a 
pride to maintain. What kind of pride is this? It’s the 
pride that we are God’s saved people. Although the 
born-again Church may have some members who are 
imperfect in their human nature, the born-again 
should at least recognize their fellow born-again 
believers and be with them. 

The Prophetess Anna here waited for the coming 
of Jesus Christ for 84 years devotedly prayed for her 
people. While reading today’s Scripture passage, I 
was impressed by this woman. I thought that it’s 
because she had such faith that Jesus permitted her to 
meet Him face to face.  

God has given such faith to us also. All of us must 
hang onto this faith until the very end. And we must 
ruminate on the gospel always, confess and 
acknowledging it every day. It’s not all over at the 
end of today’s worship service. We have to 
acknowledge the gospel in our everyday lives, and 
the next day we meet again, we must once again 
praise the Lord in joy. And whenever you and I 
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stumble over our insufficiencies, whenever we pray 
to God, we must confirm the gospel once more and 
place our faith in it again. This must be done each 
and every day. Ruminating on the gospel and 
renewing our faith in it every day, we must thank 
God and give all glory to Him.  

You probably thought that I was just going to say 
something nice and easy since it’s Christmas time. 
But that’s possible only when my heart is at peace. 
How can my heart be at peace when there are so 
many people heading straight to hell because of their 
unbelief? These people are so stubborn that it’s as 
though they have made up their minds to go to hell. 
So given this, how could my heart be at rest?  

There will be some biblical dramas and praising 
on Christmas Eve. Your family members will likely 
be here, as well as other souls, and so I will keep my 
sermon short and sweet on that day, in case they get 
too bored. So don’t worry about bringing new 
visitors, as I will keep my sermon short and step 
down right away.  

My fellow believers, do you truthfully believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit? How many 
doors does the Tabernacle have? It has three. Each of 
these doors is made of blue, purple, and scarlet thread 
and fine woven linen. Whenever the High Priest 
entered the court or the Holy Place, he had to pass 
through these screen doors that were woven of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread and fine woven linen. How 
many times did I say that you should confirm your 
salvation? You should affirm it every day at all 
times. You must acknowledge the gospel always. 
Some of you may then think that it should be enough 
to make just one confession of faith, wondering why 
I am always speaking of the same thing every day. 
However, we must talk about the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit until the day the Lord returns, preach 
this gospel, and through this we must thank God. 
That’s because we are all weak.  

If a new member joins our Church, we should 
preach the gospel to him and ask him to give us his 
testimony of salvation. And if he doesn’t profess a 
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clear testimony of faith, then we should never call 
him our brother, but instead regard him as someone 
to whom we need to preach the gospel. God’s Church 
is not entered by any other means. Anyone who 
wants to join it must have the unambiguous faith to 
say that he believes in the baptism of Jesus, His 
Cross, and His resurrection, and that his heart is 
therefore sinless. Only then does one become a 
member of God’s Church. The Bible states that there 
is one faith, one Lord, and one baptism. All of us 
have the same faith. If you see anyone in the Church 
who doesn’t share the same faith, talk to them until 
they do so; and if this is absolutely impossible, let 
them go on their separate way. You must set yourself 
aside from such people. 

We can all understand how some people may still 
have a few shortcomings even after believing in the 
gospel. But not believing in this gospel is completely 
unacceptable. In other words, far more problematic is 
someone who is too full of himself to believe in the 
gospel. Those who don’t believe in the gospel tend to 

be self-conceited. It’s natural for someone pretending 
to be a princess to be far more pretentious than the 
real princess. Isn’t this true?  

My fellow believers, you must believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit with all your heart. 
I am asking you this for your own sake. And you 
must also preach this gospel to other souls. They can 
be saved only if we spread this gospel. Unless we 
preach it, no other soul can be saved. Can those who 
don’t believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
also be saved if they just say that they believe in 
Jesus anyhow? Can we say that these people are 
saved people? You have to make this point clear: Are 
these people saved or not? No, they are not. Unless 
they believe in this gospel, they have not been saved 
no matter how often they fast and pray, and even if 
they devote their entire lifetime to the Lord without 
getting married.  

Right now Koreans are living in two separate 
countries divided into North and South over 
ideological differences. Even though the people of 
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Korea are the same people, the political system is 
different, just as the laws are different. So just 
because we are of the same nation, we shouldn’t 
embrace North Koreans unconditionally. Even 
though North Koreans are of the same nation as we 
are, they are clearly not our fellow citizens. Many 
North Koreans are coming to South Korea as 
refugees. We are embracing them as our people only 
if they show clear loyalty to our country. But, 
suppose that there is a refugee who refuses to do so. 
Anyone who doesn’t have such a clear loyalty is a 
spy. Spies should be dealt with as spies. They extract 
secret information from our country and hand it over 
to their country, our enemy.  

In the end times, there will be such spies among 
us the born-again, and they will do the same thing to 
us. So while we should admonish them to believe in 
the gospel, if this does not produce any results, we 
must go on our separate way. If there are some 
people around you who don’t believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit nor serve it even as they 

profess to believe in it, you should neither give them 
hospitality nor show any respect to them. That’s the 
right thing to do. If you love and serve those who 
stand against God, you, too, will be cursed. You 
should never do this.  

I give all my thanks to the Lord for saving us 
through the gospel revealed in the blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread and fine woven linen—that is, for 
delivering us completely from our sins through His 
baptism, His blood on the Cross, and His 
resurrection. Halleluiah!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SERMON 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

62   Serve Only the Lord 

 

Serve Only the Lord  
 
 

< Luke 4:1-15 > 
“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, 

returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty 
days by the devil. And in those days He ate 
nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He 
was hungry. And the devil said to Him, ‘If You 
are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.’ But Jesus answered him, saying, 
‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word of God.’’ Then the devil, taking 
Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And 
the devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will give 
You, and their glory; for this has been delivered 
to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 
Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will 
be Yours.’ And Jesus answered and said to him, 

‘Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only 
you shall serve.’’ Then he brought Him to 
Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, 
throw Yourself down from here. For it is written:  

‘He shall give His angels charge over you, 
To keep you,’  
and, 
‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’’ 
And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It has 

been said, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your 
God.’’ Now when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from Him until an 
opportune time. Then Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out 
through all the surrounding region. And He 
taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.” 
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After Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River to 
take over the sins of mankind, He was tempted by 
Satan before He began His ministry of preaching the 
Truth. Satan tempted Him by asking Him if He was 
really the Savior of mankind and the Son of God, and 
whether He really believed in God. Through this 
account, Jesus Christ is teaching us about the 
temptations that may come in our way—that is, He is 
teaching us how to overcome the temptation of Satan 
by showing us how He Himself was also tempted by 
Satan, and how He overcame it.  

Luke 4:1 and on describe the account in which 
Jesus was tempted by Satan. Put differently, this 
passage teaches us about the ways in which we are 
tempted. It’s written here, “Then Jesus, being filled 
with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being 
tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days 
He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, 
He was hungry.” As it’s said here, conditions were 
ripe for Jesus to be tempted by Satan. Led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness, He had not eaten anything 
for 40 days and was hungry, and it was in this 
condition that the Devil appeared and tempted Him. 
How did Satan tempt Him? Satan tempted Jesus 
when His body was gripped by its instinctive desire 
to eat, for He had fasted for 40 days. 

 
 

What Are the Temptations That We 
Christians May Face? 

 
The temptations that we may face come in the 

form of shortages. For instance, those who are too 
poor think that everything will be ok if they have 
more money. Those who are rich, on the other hand, 
wish they were famous. Those who lack everything 
simply wish they could solve their fundamental 
problem of clothing, food, and housing. Like this, we 
are tempted when we think we lack something. But 
most of the problems of our lives are caused by our 
desire of the flesh.  
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In times like these Satan appears and says, “I’ll 
solve this problem of yours, so long as you do my 
bidding. If you obey me, I’ll take care of your 
problem.” Today’s Scripture passage shows how the 
Devil will tempt us like this. The problem, however, 
is that most people fall into such temptations of 
Satan. Most people are tested by Satan when the 
conditions are ideal for them to fall into his 
temptation, and it is in such a time that they are most 
vulnerable. However, it is not God’s will for any 
Christian to depart from Him defeated by Satan’s 
attack.  

After Jesus Christ fasted for 40 days, He was 
tempted by Satan. The Devil said to Him, “If you are 
really the Son of God, lift up this stone, turn it into 
bread and eat it. Are you not the Creator who made 
the heavens and the earth?” Jesus Christ the Son of 
God the Father is the Creator who made the universe. 
So the Devil, knowing this, tempted Jesus by saying, 
“If you are the Son of God, pick up this stone, turn it 
into bread and eat it. Try it. Can’t You do this? 

You’ve created something out of nothing, and so 
surely this is something You can do very easily. It’s 
more than possible. There is no reason why You 
can’t do this. Why do You go hungry and endure the 
suffering that mere creatures go through when You 
are the Creator? All You have to do is just pick up 
the stone, make it into bread, and then eat it. It’s as 
simple as that.” 

Such is the temptation that every righteous person 
faces. The temptations that we Christians face are all 
such temptations. Students can find out whether 
they’ve studied hard or not when they are tested in 
school. Likewise, Satan tests you on such crucial 
issues as whether you revere the righteousness of 
God, believe in Him and follow Him, if you have 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
Word of the water and the Spirit and follow it, are 
living by faith, and can follow the Lord by faith until 
the very end. If we were facing the same temptation 
that Jesus was facing, we would have in fact fallen 
into it. If you and I had such supernatural power to 
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transform a stone into bread, then we probably 
wouldn’t even be doing God’s work. Forsaking the 
righteous work, we would have just enjoyed our 
power, turning stones into diamonds and bread 
everywhere. And having no regard for God at all, we 
would have stood against His righteousness, thinking 
that no one was greater than us.  

So we need to ponder on this issue and find out 
how we should solve such problems, what the 
temptations that you and I will face are, and how 
Satan is temping us right now. And even if we 
stumble faced with such temptations, with this 
knowledge we must stand up again firmly by faith. 
Just as the Bible says even as our outer selves are 
weak, our inner selves are renewed everyday, we 
must stand firmly on our faith. We must win our 
spiritual battle by placing our faith in the Lord. But 
the Devil hones on such weaknesses of ours and 
makes them his points of attack.  

As Jesus had fasted for 40 days, the Devil tempted 
Him by saying, “If You are really the Son of God, 

turn these stones into bread and eat them.” Even now, 
Satan is looking for every opportunity to tempt us 
through our weaknesses. He is doing this to you and 
me alike. So those who fall into this temptation try to 
find some other means to solve their problems rather 
than relying on God, thinking, “If I had the power to 
turn this stone into bread when I was hungry, I would 
have done so. Why do I have to starve like this and 
suffer like this? I can take care of my own problems. 
Although I don’t have the power to any stones into 
bread, I still have my own means to tackle my own 
problems.” Satan tries to make us deviate from our 
faith in God and rely on our own human means—for 
instance, by finding a job that pays a higher salary or 
using our own skills. In other words, the Devil tempts 
us to try to solve our problems with our own worldly 
means. But Satan doesn’t just try to make us solve 
our problems on our own, but in doing so he tries to 
make us stumble and perish forever.  

However, my fellow believers, we must realize 
that even though we are all weak and we all have 
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indispensable needs, we must have the faith to 
believe that it is God who gives us all blessings. You 
can realize this if you look at your predecessors of 
faith. As such, we must solve our problems by faith 
before God. What is more important: Trying to solve 
our present problems by any means possible, or 
believing in the righteousness of God and following 
it by faith despite our difficult circumstances? We 
have to decide which one is more important, even if 
our problems are not solved right away. Will we 
follow the righteousness of God? Or will we follow 
someone else promising to address our urgent 
problems? We must make the right decision on this 
crossroads. From time to time all of us find ourselves 
at such a juncture.  

What did Jesus say when He faced this kind of 
temptation? He said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone.’” This is what Jesus said. And if 
this is what Jesus said, so should we also follow His 
example. We must think right. No matter how in our 
flesh we all need money, companionship, fame, or 

anything else that’s absolutely indispensable, Jesus 
said that man should not live by bread alone.  

Indeed, Christians must have faith in God’s Word 
of righteousness, they must continue to listen to this 
Word of God, and they must carry out His righteous 
work. This means that in addition to our fleshly 
needs, we also have the need to believe in and follow 
Jesus Christ in our lives. Although Satan spoke of 
only one thing, the Lord said that both these two 
things are indispensable. That man shall not live by 
bread alone means that although everyone has to eat, 
if one is a Christian, he must first live by his faith in 
the Word of the Lord. Although Jesus answered 
Satan with a simple and terse statement, it is the real 
solution. That’s why Satan threw up both his hands.  

All of us actually come across such issues many 
times in our lives. You and I both find ourselves 
grappling with these issues. Although we all need 
money and other worldly things, and we all are 
tempted by these things, the real question is whether 
or not we really cherish God, whether we need God 
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more than these things, whether we can live without 
Him—in short, whether or not we can do without 
God if we just solve the problems that are 
confronting us now. We are facing such a dilemma, 
and we are facing such a temptation right now. Jesus 
was not alone to face such a temptation. You and I 
are also facing this kind of temptation today. That’s 
why those whose root of faith is not sturdy enough 
all end up perishing. Those who fail to make the right 
choice will all perish. 

Let me illustrate this with a story. There once was 
a young Catholic priest who was driving a carriage to 
his new post with two nuns sitting on both his sides. 
A young and beautiful nun was sitting on his left side 
while an aged and fat nun was sitting on his right 
side. The road to his new post was so rocky that the 
carriage was rolling from side to side. When the 
carriage tilted to his left side, he prayed in his mind, 
“Lord, let Your will be done.” But when the carriage 
tilted to his right side, the young priest prayed, 
“Lord, lead me not into temptation.” This story 

illustrates how some Christians rationalize their own 
thoughts and follow their circumstances as though 
they have no choice, all the while praying to the Lord 
for His will to be done.  

Of course, when we look at today’s Scripture 
passage, we may think that Jesus could solve any and 
all problems perfectly and had no weakness at all 
since He is God Himself, and that it was only a 
matter of course for Him to overcome and defeat all 
temptations. However, the Lord had His temptation 
recorded here in the Scripture in order to speak to 
you and me. So this account here is for our own 
benefit. The temptation that Jesus faced is your 
temptation and mine. The problems that Satan 
attacked are, in short, our problems.  

You may say that you are facing no such 
problems, but that is far from the truth. There is no 
one who doesn’t face these kinds of temptations. No 
one in this world is free from temptation. Yet many 
people think that they don’t struggle with such issues. 
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Even though in reality they are actually struggling 
even more, they think they are somehow special.  

My fellow believers, why do we Christians 
stumble? It’s because when Christians need 
something for their flesh, some of them believe that 
they can have it if they listen to Satan and follow his 
advice. They do so because they think that they can 
have what they need if they just make a small 
compromise. So they give into temptation as though 
they can’t help it.  

But what happens then? Can they really attain 
what they want? Does Satan ever deliver on his 
promise? Even though the people of the world 
promise you to solve your problems, what do they 
demand in return? Saying that they would solve all 
your problems and meet all your needs if only you 
listen to them and do their bidding, they demand one 
compromise from you—to give up your faith in God 
and your membership in God’s Church.  

My fellow believers, you shouldn’t think that you 
are doing some great favor by coming to God’s 

Church and listening to the Word of God and serving 
Him. It’s all done for yourself. It’s for your own sake 
that you are leading your life of faith. Yet Satan 
promises you to answer all your carnal desires if you 
just stop believing in God and following Him, but is 
this what really happens? No, of course not! From 
then on you just end up miserable. Satan uses the 
things of the flesh as his bait to tempt people, and 
once they are hooked, he drags them everywhere. He 
drags them everywhere promising to give them all 
kinds of attractive things if they do his biding. As a 
result, they spend their entire lifetime enslaved by the 
Devil, trying to put some food in their mouths and 
clinging to their most basic needs, and yet they fail to 
attain even these wishes only to end up killing 
themselves or dying of illnesses.  

This is the scheme of Satan. When we look at how 
Satan tempted Jesus, we can see that it’s the people 
of faith whom the Devil tempts, not those who don’t 
believe in Jesus. However, those who have set their 
hearts on God by faith have made up their minds, and 
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they know that they can’t give up on God for 
anything else regardless of their conditions, whether 
they are insufficient, meritorious, or gifted. So, when 
they are tempted, they may be shaken a bit, but they 
all return to their rightful place. They can then 
resume their lives of faith and stand up by faith, but 
those who have not set their hearts on God cannot do 
this. The problem, however, is that the believers’ 
hearts are still not refined enough and their 
understanding and faith are still limited, even though 
they do believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, know this gospel, realize that they have no sin, 
and are grateful to God for this. In other words, they 
have not drawn a clear line in their hearts when it 
comes to their inner weaknesses and vulnerabilities 
that are liable to be tempted by Satan.  

So countless people have stumbled even while 
professing to believe in the gospel, and there are 
many more who will stumble in the future. Such 
people are prevalent even among pastors, evangelists, 
and workers. We can discern their hearts when we 

see them in front of God. You may then wonder how 
come I don’t try to admonish them when there are so 
many of them. But even if I speak to them in my 
sermons, those who will leave—that is, those who 
have not made up their minds and are instead looking 
at their own circumstances—will leave in the end. 
And it is only proper that such people should indeed 
leave God’s Church.  

If we really believe in God and rely on Him, and if 
we really follow Him by trusting in Him completely 
like Abraham, then even though we may be shaken 
for a while when facing such temptations, we will 
still stand up unwaveringly by faith, and we shine 
even more radiantly. However, for those who are 
otherwise, those who have not made up their minds, 
all that’s required is just time before their true color 
is eventually revealed, and in time they end up 
leaving the Church to follow their own desires. This 
is because they have not dealt with the fundamental 
issues that must be addressed before God and instead 
just glossed over them. The point here is not whether 
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we are now facing temptation or not, but where our 
hearts are set now.  

Jesus is God Himself who created the universe. So 
knowing this, Satan told Him to turn a stone into 
bread and eat it. Jesus is the Creator of this universe 
and everything in it. He is the One who created the 
sun in the sky and all its stars. So if the Lord just 
commanded any stone to become bread, it would 
have turned into bread. For instance, there was a time 
when Jesus fed a great multitude by blessing a single 
lunchbox that just had two fish and five loaves of 
barley bread. There was such abundant food that over 
5,000 men were fed and there still were 12 baskets of 
food left over.  

Jesus is such a powerful God. He is God Himself 
who can turn a stone into bread and create anything 
out of nothing. When He commanded to let there be a 
great light, a lesser light, and stars in the sky, they all 
came into existence. Scientists say that even the stars 
have a lifespan, coming into existence and 
disappearing, and it is God who does this. When we 

call His name “Jesus,” we are calling Him our 
Savior, and when we call Him “Christ,” we are 
calling Him our God, the King of kings and the 
Creator who made the universe. 

You are now facing many temptations in your life 
of faith. I, too, am facing them often. However, the 
people of faith who have made up their minds are 
refined enough to be able to stand firmly, while those 
who still have not made up their minds are eventually 
disqualified halfway and quit following God’s 
Church, as they themselves give up on their lives of 
faith rather than relying on the Lord. Why? It’s 
because even though they think they believe in the 
Word of God, they compromise with the Devil 
thinking that it’s okay to yield on just one issue, but 
they find out that this is not the end of his demands. 
So they get ashamed of themselves, and like Judas, 
they end up hanging themselves to perish. Faith in 
the righteousness of God is absolutely indispensable.  

The Lord could overcome all such temptations 
because He is God Himself, but you and I need to 
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have faith. Faith in Jesus Christ is what saves you. 
Therefore, your ability to come up with your own 
clever solutions is not what’s important. Man is 
lamentably stupid. In other words, human beings 
have no clue what’s really hidden in Satan’s words. 
That’s why the Bible says that people are like the 
beasts that perish. And that’s why everyone must be 
born again by believing in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, and thereby receive everlasting life. 

The key point here is that all of us are facing such 
temptations. Are you not also facing such 
temptations? Of course you are. What about our 
brothers? Are they not tempted? Everyone is facing 
such temptations. Take our students, for example. If 
they just study hard in school, they will be approved 
and commended by their parents and everyone else. 
However, they are not just living as students, but they 
are also living as God’s people and His followers, 
and therefore their first priority must be God. So 
sometimes they are tempted. As they are tempted by 
the Devils promises, some of them fall into such 

temptations and leave the Church. In short, you and I 
are all tempted.  

For both you and me, the most central issue is 
whether or not we really believe that our Lord is our 
Savior. Is the Lord Jesus really your Savior and 
mine? And He is not only our Savior, but also our 
Shepherd? Do we really have the unwavering faith to 
believe that the Lord is really holding us steadfast, 
guiding us, and taking care of us? Those who have 
this faith can overcome their temptations and stand 
tall. Yet despite this, if you still continue to face 
temptations, it’s because you still have not made up 
your mind completely.  

You may say that you’ve faced enough 
temptations and so you won’t be tempted anymore, 
but there is no one like this. Everyone is tempted. So 
whenever you face temptations, you must surrender 
yourself to the Lord. And you must admit your true 
self to God and stand up again by faith. There is no 
other way. Just saying with words that you are 
following the Lord faithfully now and have fully 
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united with Him is not enough. Because Satan tempts 
our hearts all the time, we cannot stand before the 
Lord with our own acts. That’s why we must look 
into our hearts often and examine ourselves to see, as 
often as we can, whether we are really standing by 
faith, whether we are really running by faith, and 
whether we have really become people of faith. 
Otherwise we will not only stumble but also leave the 
Church forever, and that is why we must examine 
ourselves like this. Isn’t this true, my fellow 
believers?  

Let’s turn to Luke 4:5-7 here: “Then the devil, 
taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And 
the devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will give 
You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to 
me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore, if 
You will worship before me, all will be Yours.’” 

Here Satan is saying something completely 
preposterous. After showing the whole world to 
Jesus, Satan promised that he would give it all to 

Him if He just bowed before him and surrendered 
Himself to Satan. This is Satan’s method. Even now, 
this method hasn’t changed. It’s still the same. Satan 
tempts the people of faith by promising something in 
return for doing his bidding. Now as then, the Devil 
tempts people with the same method, by promising to 
give them all that they desire if they just surrender to 
him. 

The Devil speaks to those who have not been born 
again also. He says to everyone, “If you surrender to 
me and worship me, I will give you everything. I will 
give you happiness, riches, fame, anything you want. 
I will satisfy all your fleshly desires.” Some people 
then fall into this temptation and surrender to Satan, 
saying to him, “Though I’ve worshiped God until 
now, I will now serve you as my god.” But the Lord 
said in verse 8, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the 
LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” 
The Lord told us to serve only God and worship Him 
alone. 
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How powerful is Satan? He shows us everything 
all at once and promises to give it all to us if we just 
surrender to him. What an amazing and powerful 
enticement is this? Having piled up tons of diamonds, 
the Devil says to us, “I’ll give them all to you if you 
just surrender to me. If you just bow before me and 
actually submit to me, I will give them all to you.” 
Diamonds are so precious that some people even 
fight to death over them. If you have a large 
diamond, it’s more than enough for you to live off for 
the rest of your life. What will you then do, if the 
Devil piles up a heap of diamonds up to the pulpit 
here and promises to give them all to you if you just 
bow before him and surrender to him? Will you still 
say to him that you will serve God and worship Him 
alone? The people of faith will never surrender to 
Satan even if he promises to give not just this many 
diamonds but enough diamonds to fill the whole 
planet. Why? Because they know God and they 
believe in Him.  

They say to the Devil, “To be honest, I need those 
diamonds. But I can’t forsake God to have them. 
Besides, even though you say that you will give them 
to me, you won’t actually deliver on your promise.” 
My fellow believers, when one capitulates before 
Satan, the Devil sings a decidedly different tune right 
away, saying, “When did I promise that? Is 
something wrong with your ears? Have you gone 
mad?” The person is then dumbfounded. So he says, 
“I did what you told me to do because you promised 
to give them to me.” To his consternation, the Devil 
then says to him, “Well, that was just a figure of 
speech.”  

This is who Satan really is. That’s what he 
actually does. We need to ponder on the temptation 
that Jesus faced and the temptation that Christians are 
facing, and we need to apply them to us and ruminate 
on them deeply. Though we can’t consider them fully 
at this moment, we ought to think about them 
seriously in our lives. We need to see how our 
predecessors of faith have lived by faith until now 
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and learn from them. All their temptations are 
described in today’s Scripture passage. Your 
predecessors of faith all went through such 
temptations. I, too, was tempted by the Devil like 
this, saying to me, “If you just stop serving the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, I will send you 
abroad to study, put you in a high position in our 
denomination, and give you all this wealth.” Satan 
tempts us like this always.  

But if you give into his temptation, will he really 
deliver on his promise? Quite the contrary, you will 
end up impoverished if you listen to the Devil’s 
words. You will not be able to receive any spiritual 
blessings. Even though those who have betrayed the 
righteousness of God and are following the Devil 
may seem to prosper right now, soon, all their 
blessings will disappear and only suffering will 
remain.  

My fellow believers, every answer is found in the 
Word of God. Satan also took Jesus to the top of the 
Temple and told Him to jump. Jesus then said to him, 

“You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” After 
this, the Devil departed from Him until a more 
opportune time. Why does Satan tempt us even as he 
knows all about how we must live as those who have 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit? Why does the 
Devil tempt us when he knows what will happen if 
we receive the remission of sins and live with the 
Lord following the righteousness of God, and he 
knows very well that if we instead stand against the 
will of the Lord and reject it, we will drift away from 
God’s Church and eventually turn into God’s 
enemies? It is because Satan himself is God’s enemy. 
God is the One who gives the blessings of Heaven to 
every faithful, while Satan only brings curses. Do 
you then still really intend to go through Satan’s 
temptation to need to know whether it turns out as it 
is written in the Bible or not? 

The Lord said, “You shall not tempt the LORD 
your God.” And it’s written here that the Devil 
departed from Him until a more opportune time. Just 
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because a temptation has ended, it doesn’t mean that 
we are through with it. It will come again at a more 
opportune time. We will be tempted over the same 
issue. Whenever we face temptation, we must believe 
that the Word spoken by the Lord is the Truth. We 
must ruminate on the following Word and live by 
faith: “You shall not tempt God; you shall worship 
God and serve Him alone; and you shall not live by 
bread alone.” Those who continue to believe in God 
and follow Him by such refined and strengthened 
faith will put on the power of the Holy Spirit and be 
able to carry out God’s work energetically.  

However, those who fail to do so will drift away 
from God and perish. Like the Ethiopian eunuch, 
they will disappear suddenly. I am not begging you 
not to disappear from God’s Church or telling you 
that I hate those who have left the Church. For those 
who want to leave God’s Church, I’d rather say, “So 
you are leaving without a word. Good-bye then. You 
are leaving because you are too weak, but since 
you’ve chosen your path even as you are fully aware 

of its end, you are responsible for everything. I’ve 
said all that should to be said to you.”  

At issue here is not those who have already left 
God’s Church, but those who are here right now. It is 
about you and me. What will you do when such 
temptations come your way? Many people have 
faced spiritual temptations, and many of them have 
stumbled over them and gone on their own way. 
Such temptations will continue to haunt you and me, 
and so what will we do?  

My fellow believers, we must stand before the 
Lord by placing our faith in the righteousness of 
God. This is not about someone else. It is about you 
and me. It’s not something that you can agree with 
just for now while you are listening to my sermon 
and then forget all about it later. It’s not something 
that you can just gloss over after hearing it. You must 
think about it seriously before God, and you must 
continue to make the right choice and make the 
decision in your mind.  
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Some people may then wonder if they have to 
keep drawing the line of faith time after time when 
they’ve already gone through such temptations 
before, but if this is what the Lord is demanding from 
us again, then we must draw the line again and again. 
Why? The Lord is saying this to us because there are 
elements in your heart and mind that are liable to be 
tempted continuously. 

My fellow believers, the Word of God is the 
Truth, not something that you can just hear once and 
let it slide by. Even though we are insufficient, we 
will not perish but live, walking with the Lord by 
believing in the righteousness of God, doing the work 
that pleases the Lord, and then we will go to meet 
Him face to face. All the people of faith will live by 
faith. But those who betray the Lord halfway will 
stumble over Satan’s temptation, leave the Church, 
turn into God’s enemies, and ultimately be destroyed.  

I hope and pray that the God who has become our 
righteousness will keep watch over us. Halleluiah! 
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The Righteous Must Now  
Live a New Life 

 
 

< Luke 5:36-39 > 
“Then He spoke a parable to them: ‘No one 

puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; 
otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece 
that was taken out of the new does not match the 
old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; 
or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and 
be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. But 
new wine must be put into new wineskins, and 
both are preserved. And no one, having drunk old 
wine, immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The 
old is better.’” 

 
 
 
 

What Kind of Life Should We Live?  
 
I am very happy that I have come up to this 

metropolis to preach God’s Word to you today. You 
were always in my mind, but this place feels like a 
little Heaven because I came to Seoul this morning 
and met the Pastor Youngwha Lee and his wife, the 
assistant minister, and all the members of the Church 
and also met the coworkers from our branch 
Churches throughout the country.  

I must start with talking about soccer today. I 
played soccer with the brothers here and it was good 
because the wives of the pastors cheered us on a lot. I 
was able to show my soccer skills to them. I scored 
one goal today. I usually score a goal or two 
whenever I play a soccer game and I think that is 
because of God’s blessing and help. Actually, I could 
have scored five more goals, but it is regretful that I 
could not score any more because the brothers of my 
team did not pass me the ball. Next time, I think I 
could score not just one goal, but a few goals, 
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because I believe the brothers will pass me the ball 
more.  

My throat is a little coarse and that is not from 
preaching God’s Word. Unfortunately, my voice 
became coarse from screaming, “Here, pass the ball 
here” in the soccer field. They did not pass me the 
ball even though I begged them to pass the ball to me 
like that. I think they do not trust my soccer skills. 
Anyway, even when we play soccer like this, we 
really do it for the Lord. How would we be able to 
preach God’s Word properly if we were weak, our 
health was not good, and our physical body was 
broken down? Therefore, we played two games to 
strengthen our legs. Even so, I feel so energetic now 
that I feel like I could play another game tonight after 
the evening worship service tonight.  

Let’s stop talking about soccer and start sharing 
God’s Word together now. We have read the Word 
from the Gospel of Luke today. Sister Younghee Lee 
expressed thanks to me while she was giving her 
testimony moments ago, and I am really thankful to 

her for caring for me like that. Really, how else 
would we have met if not for the Lord? How would 
we be so happy to see one another like this?  

I have preached the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit all through this week. I ordinarily talk about 
the proper life of faith and many other things when I 
preach God’s Word, but I just preached the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit this week because there were 
many who have come here for the first time. 
Therefore, I came up here thinking that I would talk 
this one time about matters related to the proper life 
of faith today.  

Let me ask you. Have you received the remission 
of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit? Have all your sins disappeared with no 
exception? Are you without sin? That is right. Our 
Lord saved you and me from all our sins. We can 
now stand before the Lord shamelessly like this 
because our Lord gave His flesh and blood to us and 
saved us from all the sins of the world. Our Lord has 
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made us really blessed. Therefore, I give praise and 
deep gratitude to the Lord. 

When I first came to know the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit before the presence of the Lord and 
received the remission of sins, I was very happy with 
the understanding that I do not have sin now. In 
addition, I also thought before the presence of God a 
lot about how I can really live a life only for the 
righteousness of the Lord like the Apostle Paul. 
Because the Lord blotted out all my sins at once, I 
had an earnest desire to live for the righteousness of 
the Lord instead of living just for my flesh. As time 
passes by and I think about the past, it really seems 
like a miracle that I am living righteously like this 
after meeting the righteousness of the Lord and I am 
so thankful for this.  

Actually, we who have received the remission of 
sins by believing in the righteousness of God suffer 
various persecutions for the righteousness of the Lord 
and also hear nonsensical things; we fail to sleep all 
night at times and suffer many difficulties for the 

Lord because of the gospel. However, what other 
happiness is there? Really, I feel like there would be 
no joy of living if I did not live for the righteousness 
of the Lord, and I actually experience the work of the 
Lord allowing me to live for the Lord also. There are 
times when we cannot serve the righteousness of the 
Lord because our heart and flesh gets mixed up, but 
we have the desire to really live for the Lord in our 
hearts.  

We must think about the life that is really pleasing 
to God. How could we serve the righteousness of the 
Lord properly and live the life of faith in the future if 
we become tied to sin again because of our 
weaknesses and shortcomings when we have 
received the remission of sins and become people 
who have nothing to do with sin? We cannot serve 
the righteousness of the Lord if we return to the past. 
Our Lord has made us perfectly righteous people. If 
that is the case, we must now do the work of serving 
the Lord and taking care of the lost souls. Thinking 
about the work of the Lord more than our own works 
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and living the life of spreading the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is the life that is truly pleasing to 
the Lord. Such a life is appropriate for us who have 
become the righteous.  

We do not have anything to worry about ourselves 
because our Lord has saved us. We do not need to 
worry about eating and making a living, becoming 
sinners again, and we do not even have to worry 
about going to hell. Our Lord not only saved us from 
sin, but He also took all our worries upon Him. 
Therefore, we can now live for the Lord with all our 
efforts. We have the privilege and ability to live for 
the Lord, and we also have responsibility to live for 
the Lord as well. Remember this. You and I who 
have received salvation must give our hearts and 
body with firm faith and serve the Lord only.  

 
 
 
 
 

Our Lord Who Saved Us from Sin Is 
Our God 

 
That God is our Master. Jesus Christ our God is 

the Master who has authority over us all. Who is the 
true God for us? It is Jesus Christ who came to this 
world, saved you and me from sin, and become our 
Master. He is our God that we must serve 
wholeheartedly. He is our God who deserves to be 
worshipped by us. It is an upright faith to profess that 
serving our Lord only is the right thing to do.  

Think about it. What else in this world is worthy 
for us believers who have received the remission of 
sins to worship? What is really worth doing in this 
world? What is the thing that we who have become 
righteous must surely do in this world? It is none 
other than serving the Lord. I believe the most 
upright thing for us to do is serving only the Lord 
who saved us perfectly from the midst of all sins, 
removed all our worries, concerns, fears, and gave us 
the blessing and opportunity to work for the 
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righteousness and entrusted us with the work of 
serving Him. I believe that is the proper thing to do. 
You feel the same way, right? Yes. It is so good for 
us to serve the Lord for the rest of our lives.  

The Word from today’s Scripture passage from 
the Gospel of Luke says, “Then He spoke a parable 
to them: “No one puts a piece from a new garment 
on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and 
also the piece that was taken out of the new does not 
match the old.” It would be terribly wrong if we who 
have received salvation would go back to a life of the 
past. It is a really erroneous faith to serve the Lord 
and go on living the way we used to in the past after 
receiving salvation by believing spiritually.  

Our life must be a completely new life after 
receiving salvation from sin by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. The way of life is 
different from the past. If you have really received 
the remission of sins and the judgment of your sins 
have really ended, then there is nothing for you to 
worry about for your flesh or to work so hard for 

yourself. Do you understand what I am saying? It 
means that we who have received salvation do not 
need to worry so much and work so hard for our 
flesh. Take a look at the Word again. The Lord said 
clearly, “No one puts a piece from a new garment on 
an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also 
the piece that was taken out of the new does not 
match the old.” 

Our life after receiving salvation should be a life 
of serving the Lord who has become our Master with 
faith, serving the gospel the Lord has entrusted to us, 
and really serving the truly righteous thing. 
Otherwise, we would not be able to follow the Lord 
or receive the blessing from the Lord. If we continue 
to live without throwing away the way we used to 
live in the past after receiving salvation by faith, then 
it is not a life appropriate for the born-again saints. 
All of us used to live only for our flesh before being 
born again. It means that all of us used to live only 
for ourselves then. That is true. Before being born 
again, we used to live according to our desires of the 
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flesh and also live with worries and anxieties to 
fulfill those desires. We used to live only for 
ourselves, for our flesh.  

However, it must be different now. A life of living 
only for oneself after receiving salvation from sin, a 
life following after one’s own desires only is 
definitely not a life appropriate before the presence 
of God. What is the reason? We cannot live only for 
ourselves because we now belong to Christ Jesus. 
The Lord has made us His own by His atoning 
sacrifice: He took all our sins upon Him by 
personally receiving the baptism for us, received the 
judgment for those sins, and died in our place. 
Remember this. We who have been born again must 
live a life serving the Lord and serving the gospel 
through God’s Church. I am saying that praying for 
the salvation of other souls and living the righteous 
life of serving the gospel in unity with God’s Church 
is the truly appropriate life for the born-again saints. 
If we continued to live only for ourselves even after 
being born again and just lived for the desires of our 

flesh, it would be a totally inappropriate life for the 
righteous and the born-again saints.  

The Lord said, “It is wrong to take a new garment 
and mend it together with an old garment. It would 
only tear up the new garment.” Though we are really 
lacking, we who have been born again must live a 
life of serving the Lord and serving the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. That is pleasing to the Lord. If 
we continued to live with such faith of the past even 
after being born again, it would be like tearing the 
new garment and mending it onto an old garment. If 
we received salvation by faith but continue to live the 
way we used to live, we cannot live out our faith that 
is united with God’s will. If we have received 
salvation through the Lord, then we must also live for 
the Lord, for the gospel, and for the righteous work. 
Do you understand this?  

Our Lord gave us a new life, His flesh, His blood, 
and saved us and took the judgment away from us. 
There is no judgment for us because of Him. Our 
future is all guaranteed because our Lord has 
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received the judgment for our sins vicariously on the 
Cross. That is right. A happy future is guaranteed for 
us the righteous who have been born again. Not only 
in the far future but also even now, our Lord helps 
and blesses us when we live with faith and live for 
the righteousness of God.  

 
 

Seek First the Kingdom of God and  
His Righteousness 

 
The Lord said, “But seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you” (Matthew 6:33). What does this Word 
mean? It means that the Lord helps and blesses us in 
every realm of our lives when we live for the 
righteousness of God. God intervenes and blesses all 
aspects of the life of the righteous. The Lord has 
really resolved all our problems.  

However, what would happen if we felt 
inadequate even though the Lord has done everything 

for us like this and did not live for the Lord, did not 
live for the gospel, and instead desired to live for 
ourselves. The Lord takes His hands off such people. 
The Lord tells you and me, “I have saved you and 
blessed you. Therefore, live for the gospel that I have 
entrusted to you. I will take care of your work and 
you do my work. Lend me your hand and give me 
your mouth, heart, thinking, wisdom, physical body, 
and your time. I will bless you. Therefore, do my 
work.”  

The Lord cares for us. He definitely cares for the 
righteous and blesses them. I mean that He loves you 
and cares for you. The Lord truly intervenes in all our 
endeavors, helps us, really leads us to upright path, 
and also gives us blessings. There is none who has 
not received the blessing of God among the people 
who have become righteous and have lived with the 
guidance of the Church. There is none who has not 
tasted the Lord’s help among them. We the righteous 
will continue to taste the Lord’s blessings and receive 
even more blessings in the future. However, if we felt 
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ourselves inadequate to serve the Lord and only 
thought about ourselves and only tried to live for 
ourselves, the Lord would say something like this, 
“You are not proper. I will stop helping you even 
though you have received salvation. You bless 
yourself from now on. I will bless the saints who care 
for me.” 

I want you to absolutely remember this: Serving 
the Lord after being born again is like serving 
yourself. You must know that the life of serving the 
Lord is proper and we must believe and live 
according to that faith. Do you understand? Do you 
really want to live a blessed life? Then, care for the 
Lord. Care for the gospel. You and I serving the Lord 
and the Lord caring for us and serving us is the true 
fellowship between the Lord and us. That is the 
upright life for us, the saints of Christ. Our Lord 
always blesses us after we become born again. The 
Lord blesses us in our daily lives and also blesses us 
in our spiritual life of faith.  

What is a church life? A church life is the born-
again saints getting together and joining their hearts 
together and serving the Lord together. However, 
what would happen if a sinner pastor and Christian 
sinners who have not been born again came to God’s 
Church and tried to join together with the righteous 
saints? The Scriptures said such people would not be 
joined together. The faith of being born again that 
was received preciously before the presence of the 
Lord would become polluted if the righteous allow 
them to join in God’s Church. Saints who have 
become righteous through the Lord must dwell in the 
Church of God and join together among the righteous 
people only.  

What would happen if we compromised ourselves 
in order to go to the sinners’ churches to fellowship 
with them? If we think, “It will be okay if I just make 
a little concession and tolerate a little. It will be okay 
if I took a little loss. I just have to pray the way I pray 
even when other people weep and scream and offer 
prayers of repentance for the sins they have 
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committed today,” and just sit there like a good-
natured man or woman, then our faith of the 
righteous will also become filthy. It is natural for us 
to become dirty when we go to a dirty place. There 
are some people who have been born again during 
this week and born-again people have been 
increasing continuously, and those born-again people 
must surely come and live out their faith in God’s 
Church as a new garment and should be joined 
together with a new garment.  

All churches are not the same in God’s eyes. 
There are two sorts of churches in this world: Church 
of God and the church of the world. The Bible 
defines the latter as “the synagogue of Satan” 
(Revelation 3:9). It is the same with Christians. Not 
everyone is the same just because one believes in 
Jesus. The righteous must dwell in the Church where 
the pastor is born-again, his wife is born-again, the 
assistant minister is born-again, and all the believers 
are born again. The righteous must join together with 
the other righteous people and praise God, give 

thanks, profess testimony, rejoice, serve the Lord and 
the gospel, pray to the Lord for the lost souls, pray 
for the brothers and sisters, pray for God’s servants, 
and join the hearts together and stick together in 
God’s Church that is doing God’s work as the city of 
righteousness. Then, you can receive all the blessings 
that God wants to give through that true Church.  

What did the Scriptures say about us righteous, 
the people who have been born again? It identifies us 
as new garments; it says, “Old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.” No 
matter how we had lived before and what is our 
heritage, all people who know and believe the 
salvation that our Lord has saved them has now 
become new beings. Therefore, you and I have all 
become new beings. Do you understand? You are 
definitely not an old thing. We have been new beings 
ever since we were born again by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Our old self died at 
the same time we became born again. 
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We have become a new thing in the Lord. We 
must now do righteous work of God because we have 
become new things. It means that we want to do 
God’s work because we have become new beings. 
All saints who have received the remission of sins 
desire to do something new. They really want to do 
new works that are different from the things they 
used to do according to their old way of life. Our 
Lord gives such a heart inside the hearts of you and 
me and also actually makes us do such works. The 
Church becomes new, a person becomes new, a 
pastor becomes new, an assistant minister becomes 
new, their wives become new, and brothers and 
sisters become new. All those newly born-again 
saints want to meet and fellowship with each other in 
the Holy Spirit. What is the reason? It is because they 
all have become new. It means you have become new 
beings.  

However, what would happen if a person did not 
know that he had become a new thing and 
underestimated himself too much? He would think, 

“I like this old church better even though I have 
received the remission of sins” and live exactly 
according to the old way of living. He does this 
because he does not know who he is. As the 
Scriptures say, “Old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new,” you and I have 
already become new creatures in Christ. We must 
correctly understand the appearance of our selves 
who are like that. It is natural that the born-again 
saints do not want to go to the old church that they 
used to go to after they become born again and 
received the remission of sins. Is there anyone who 
cannot do this because that has become a habit?  

There was a general called Yoosin Kim in the 
Shinla Kingdom during the Three Kingdom Period of 
Korea. Before he became a general, he loved a 
hostess. His parents rebuked him for this, and he 
promised them not to hang around her saloon any 
more. One day, coming back to his house on his 
horseback, he was dosing off because he was so tired. 
When he woke up, contrary to what he was thinking, 
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the horse he rode brought him to her saloon 
habitually. Therefore, he got angry and cut the neck 
of the horse with his sword at once. Then, he 
returned home on foot and never went to her saloon 
again.  

Some of you are constantly trying to go back to 
the old ways habitually, but you have to remember 
that you have actually become a new being already. 
You have already died and your old friends are no 
longer your true friends now. As God’s Word here, 
the new thing and the old thing must never be joined 
together after becoming born again. Hasn’t the Lord 
said, “They should not be added together?” They 
cannot be added together as the Lord said. A sinner 
and a righteous saint can never be united together. I 
do not know how strong your endurance is, but you 
cannot be added together no matter how much you 
endure and can bear it all patiently. The righteous 
and sinners are like water and oil. That they can 
never be mixed together is the truth.  

Do you think hopefully that you will be able to 
unite together with them if you endure a little bit? 
Are you a god? Are you saying that you can join 
together with an old thing through your own strength 
when God Almighty has already made you a new 
being? It cannot be joined together. When a righteous 
person and a sinner get together, they will start 
fighting within one hour into their meeting. A new 
thing and an old thing do not fit physiologically. A 
new thing cannot be united together with an old thing 
physiologically. God said clearly that they should not 
be united together. Do you understand? You must 
understand.  

But, what would happen if one did not know his 
status even after being born again and did not even 
know his way home and go into a church of sinners 
that has not received the remission of sins and say 
together with them, “Lord, please forgive this 
sinner”? Such person is pretending to be humble and 
praying before the presence of God like that even 
though he knows that he is not a sinner. Such a 
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person will eventually become arrogant. And when 
he becomes arrogant like that, the Truth of being 
born again which he had will also become all for 
naught. He comes to behave just like those sinners. 
Make sure of this in your mind. You will surely come 
to say, “Lord, I am a sinner” just like other sinners if 
you who have definitely received the remission of 
sins joins together with the old things even though 
you have become a new being.  

What does this mean? It means that a righteous 
saint who has received the remission of sins falls to 
the status of a sinner again. He eventually betrays the 
Lord. Then, he begins to dislike meeting the 
righteous after that. He will not even want to see the 
appearance of the righteous. He becomes a sinner 
again because he rejected the work the Lord has 
done, because he did not obey the Lord’s Word and 
follow with faith, and because he did not believe in 
the Lord’s Word with his heart. There are so many 
people like this around us.  

 

We Must Throw Away All the 
Righteousness of Our Flesh 

 
It means that we must throw away our selfishness, 

our own strength, our own pride, and our own human 
love. Our old selves have all died already. They have 
all received the judgment. They were all disposed to 
the garbage dump. You who have been born again 
must now hear the new Word in God’s Church and 
fill your heart with new faith. A person who has 
become a new being must fill himself with new 
things. He must be filled with the things of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. A righteous person who has 
received the remission of sins must fill himself with 
things of the Kingdom of Heaven, with spiritual 
things.  

I serve the Lord. I do not serve the Lord with my 
own strength, but I serve the Lord only with faith 
because the Lord made me serve only the righteous 
Lord. God has given me abundant blessings. I do not 
want to serve the things of the world any longer. I do 
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not want to serve the things that will all perish in the 
future. I want to serve the Lord, work for the Lord, 
do righteous works, and do the work of God that 
would be remembered for a long time. You also want 
to do so, right? Yes, you are. The Lord is our Master 
and the precious Savior for us. There is no one in the 
world who is more precious than the Lord. Even my 
wife is not more precious than the Lord is. It is the 
same with my children. It is not that I just think like 
that, but it is actually like that. I cannot help but love 
the Lord because only the Lord actually blesses me. I 
believe absolutely that the Lord takes responsibility 
for all things related to me and blesses me. 

The only thing for me to do in this world after 
receiving the remission of sins is to serve the Lord 
Himself and live only for the Lord. I live for the 
Lord. I live for the Lord now instead of living for 
myself. Although I am lacking in ability and have 
many shortcomings and I do not even work well, but 
one definite thing is that I have the faith that 
professes that living only for the Lord is the right 

thing. I believe clearly that it is right to serve the 
Lord only. Do you also believe like this? I believe the 
Lord will help you who are like that in all things and 
also bestow His grace upon you. 

I am very thankful. I died to the world when I was 
born again. There is nothing I have to do for myself 
in this world. It also means that there is nothing I 
have to do for the things of the world. I have become 
a new creature by the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. I have nothing to do for myself any more and 
there is no work to do for the world because the Lord 
has done everything for me already. Truly, the only 
work I have to do is for the Lord only. There is 
nothing for me to do for myself. This is true. This is 
not nonsense.  

I am not saying this to urge you to serve the Lord. 
I am saying this because it is actually what we have 
to do. Really, if we live only for the Lord and if we 
believe that it is right to live like that, then the Lord 
who has much love blesses all the works that we do 
and lets us fulfill them. The Lord gives all His 
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blessings of the dew of Heaven and of the riches of 
the earth as well to us who serve the Lord. God 
blesses us all abundantly in order to receive more 
glory and more serving from us. Do you believe this?  

I have so many shortcomings. I sometimes think, 
“Am I serving the Lord now?” I do not like myself at 
those times. There are times when I really, really do 
not like myself. However, when I get a hold of my 
heart with faith again and confess, “I will live for the 
Lord only. I may not be able to do a great work, but it 
is proper for my faith to live only for you,” I can 
believe the Lord again and I can live with faith in 
things God has allowed me. I want you to really 
remember this. For all the believers who have 
received the remission of sins, the really upright life 
is to live for the righteous thing and to live for the 
Lord.  

It is not an upright life for a person to live only for 
himself even after being born again, and continue to 
live only for oneself even though he has grown a 
little. Right after receiving the remission of sins, 

when a person was a newly born baby spiritually who 
just received the remission of sins, he can care for 
himself because he does not know much about the 
proper life of the righteous. And the Church also 
understands him. The Church gives love and prays 
for him who has not received the understanding yet. 
However, it is not right for a saint to continue to live 
for himself even when he has grown up a little. No 
one can have compassion and understanding for him 
at that time. A spiritually grown-up person never 
lives for himself.  

However, when I look at a person who lives only 
for himself even though much time has passed since 
he has been born again, I think, “What a child! 
Would God bless such a person? It is really a big 
concern. His faith has to grow somewhat.” A person 
is never like that when his faith has grown at least a 
little. However, there are many people around us who 
have such faith of a little child. They are people who 
do not care about anything but themselves. They 
cannot care for God because they are still held 
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bondage to such things like what they should eat and 
drink in this world and what they should wear. Of 
course, for the people who have a job, working really 
diligently to serve the Lord and caring for their 
family is right thing to do before the presence of 
God. It is because living a diligent social life in one’s 
own position is not a life of living for himself only.  

Many people still do not live a life for God. When 
I tell them, “You have received salvation, would you 
share the gospel to other people around you? Live in 
unity with the Church,” they answer “No” without 
hesitation. God says to such people, “Isn’t it right for 
you to do righteous work in the world? Isn’t the life 
of joining together in preaching the gospel, praying, 
and working hard and doing the truly righteous work 
upright? How could I bless you if you do not do this 
and live only for yourself? I would give you rewards 
and blessings if you did the righteous works in union 
with God’s Church, right?”  

Do you know how merciful our Lord is? Our Lord 
waits for us patiently, provides everything we need, 

and blesses us. He does this because He wants us the 
righteous to come to His Kingdom after living a life 
worthy to be called righteous. It means that He wants 
us to live like His children before coming to His 
Kingdom. God wants nothing from us because 
everything in the entire universe is God’s. That’s 
right. God tells us to live an upright life and waits for 
us in order to bless us as His children. It is because 
He wants His children to do well and live an upright 
life. God cannot bless someone even though God 
wants to if he always does unrighteous things. God 
does not bless such a person because God knows that 
he would do even more unrighteous things if God 
blessed him nevertheless. However, the Lord blesses 
us if we live for the Lord and live for truly righteous 
thing. God blesses us to make us live abundantly in 
this world and also makes our life affluent in body 
and spirit.  

The Lord cherishes those who are serving the 
gospel the most. The Lord pointed to Maria who 
poured fragrant oil on His head and said, “Wherever 
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this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this 
woman has done will also be told as a memorial to 
her” (Mark 14:9). We have now become precious 
children of God because our Lord saved us. Almighty 
God the Father calls us His children. Do you believe 
this? Yes, that is right. We are all God’s children. In 
addition, the Lord tells His children to live a life 
worthy of His children. That is right. A King must 
live like a king. A righteous person should live a life 
worthy of a righteous person and a blessed person 
should live a life worthy of a blessed person. God 
will take care of our every need when we live like 
that. You and I must know such truth clearly.  

We live with faith even though we have 
shortcomings. No matter how lacking our works are, 
everything we do turns out to be right and blessed; 
and everything we do is approved before the 
presence of God if we live with faith. You and I have 
really received God’s blessing. However, what 
happens if we do not live by faith? We become 
people who have no relationship with God’s 

blessings. We just pass away after trying hard by 
ourselves.  

Therefore, we must first know what the upright 
thing to do is and also do the proper thing according 
to our faith at proper times. In order to live like that, 
we first need to have the faith of believing with the 
knowledge of what is right and how we should live. 
There is no saint who has gone wrong by following 
the Lord. There is no one who has gone wrong 
among the saints who have lived a life of following 
the Lord after believing in Jesus and being born 
again.  

However, what happens to people who seek after 
the Lord without being born again? There are many 
people who have been destroyed. There are so many 
people who are going to hell. The people who believe 
in Jesus without being born again become destroyed 
so terribly that everything will be destroyed 
completely. It means that the people who follow after 
Jesus without being born again even though they 
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believe in Jesus will all be destroyed completely and 
devastatingly.  

On the other hand, there is none among the born-
again who have followed after the Lord’s Word that 
has been destroyed. Is there anyone who has been 
destroyed? I know this well. The Lord never lets the 
person who follows after Him be destroyed. I know 
that there is no one among people who have been 
born again that the Lord has really allowed to be 
destroyed. Why is this the case? It is because our 
Lord that we believe is the omnipotent God, the 
Almighty.  

Let’s look at verse 37. It says, “And no one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine 
will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the 
wineskins will be ruined.” The wine here signifies 
joy. For believers who have received salvation, there 
is new wine, new joy. There is a line of lyric in our 
hymn book that goes, “♬My new joy, My new joy, 
♪The Lord who saved me, My new joy♬” There is 

new joy like this for the saints who have been born 
again. It is not an old joy. It is definitely a new joy.  

 
 

The New Wine Must Be Poured into 
New Wineskin 

 
Righteous people who have new joy must come to 

the new Church, the Church of God’s righteousness. 
If we pour new wine into old wineskin, the old 
wineskin would rip apart, the new wine would be 
wasted, and the old wineskin would also not be 
usable. We the righteous must dwell in the Church 
that has pastors and assistant ministers who preach 
the remission of sins clearly, a Church where 
ministers, ministers’ wives, and the believers who 
have received the remission of sins are gathered 
together. Do you understand? Only then, our new joy 
will be maintained until the end; joy will be added 
unto that joy; and God’s grace will manifest even 
more abundantly. All the blessings of God’s Church 
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manifest as our own blessings. It means that all the 
blessings that have been bestowed on the Church will 
transform as our own blessing.  

The righteous that have attained new joy must 
really come to the born-again Church. Only then, will 
they live properly, only then, they will receive God’s 
blessings. It says here clearly, “And no one puts new 
wine into old wineskin.” It means that new wine 
should always be poured into new wineskin. If we 
poured new wine into old wineskin, because the new 
wine would tear the old wineskin, the wine would 
spill to the ground, and old wineskin would also 
become useless too. New wineskin must always be 
poured into new wineskin. People who have received 
the remission of sins must certainly come to the 
Church that enables people to receive the remission 
of sins. This is the absolutely clear Word of God. 
God tells us to come there because God has 
something to say and He has blessings to give to us 
who have become righteous.  

And not all the blessing is over just with the fact 
that we have received the remission of sins. The 
remission of sins becomes the foundation for 
receiving all the blessings and the criteria for all 
things. For example, when a person who has met 
such qualification dwells in a born-again Church, 
God blesses all his life, his thinking, his faith, his 
heart, and his deeds. People who have tasted such 
blessing of God always stay in God’s Church 
because they know that they cannot be destroyed 
when why believe like this.  

In our thinking, it may seem like our Lord does 
not help us much. But He actually cares for us very 
much and helps you and me very much. Our Lord 
actually bestows much blessing upon us. Think about 
it. Could you and I have met like this and live 
together in the Lord if the Lord did not bless us? We 
would not even be able to talk like this. I also can 
preach the Word to you with healthy body like this 
because of the Lord’s blessing. We must believe 
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what great blessing the Lord has given to us and what 
great grace the Lord has bestowed upon us.  

As the Scriptures said, “The just shall live by 
faith,” you and I must live with faith. We receive 
blessing through faith and obey God with faith. We 
obey the Word of God with faith, receive blessing 
through faith, and do righteous deeds by faith. Faith 
is the first, faith is the second, and faith is the third. 
Faith! Faith is everything. Starting with Abraham, the 
forefather of faith, all the righteous people have lived 
with this faith until now.  

Beloved believers, have you received the 
remission of sins? Do you believe the Word that 
says, “New wine must be put into new wineskins”? 
Now that we are born again, let’s continuously taste 
new joy, the joy that is like a fountain, eternally 
within the born-again Church. People who have 
become new wine and a new being must have new 
plan of life even in relation to the blue print of their 
spiritual life. Our Lord has dotted a totally new plan 
for you and me.  

Do you live by the faith of believing in the 
righteousness of God? Do you do things with faith? 
Do you speak with faith? Do you pray with faith? Do 
you look to God with faith? Our Lord guides us 
believers perfectly to the right path if we just believe 
in God and pray with faith, obey with faith and live 
with faith, and also join together with the Church by 
faith. Therefore, all of us must live by that faith.  

However, what happens to a person who does not 
live with faith after being born again? He murmurs 
incoherently, “Right. That is right. Everything is 
right. But, I don’t know exactly what to do,” like a 
dying chick that has eaten rat poison. Everything is 
difficult and painful when you do not abide in the 
Church, when you do not live by faith, and when you 
do not live out your faith. Everything becomes fine 
when we live by faith and God receives glory and we 
receive His blessings when we do it with faith, but 
life is tiring and stressful like hell because we do not 
do it with faith. We then always come to think like, 
“What joy? Where is joy? What is good? The pastor 
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always screams every day and it is tiring to serve the 
gospel every day. It is really irritating, really.”  

Believe in the Lord with your heart. You will 
definitely not feel irritated and painful. This Word of 
God is really the blessed Word. Our Lord is saying 
this so that we who have been born again may not 
fall into wrong path and be swept away with the 
current of the world. Let’s pay attention to the Word 
the Lord has spoken to us today. We must never 
again do such things like being attached to an old 
garment or going and living in an old wineskin. Do 
you believe this?  

Today’s Word is not difficult to understand, right? 
It is an easy and clear Word to understand. The 
Scriptures say, “And no one, having drunk old wine, 
immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is 
better.’” A person who has not been born again does 
not even request that joy because he does not know 
new wine, because he does not know new joy. Do 
you understand? Such a person does not like to come 
to the born-again Church because he could never 

know the new thing, because he has never 
experienced the true taste of the new thing.  

Of course, he will sometimes have a desire to 
come too. The Holy Spirit whispers to him when he 
is just sitting in his home.  

“I want to go. Do you want to go? Get up. Let’s 
go.”  

“Well I feel a little awkward going there.”  
“What do you mean awkward? Let’s go.” 
Our Lord who has so much love even urges a 

person who has not been born again to go together 
with Him. However, most people who have not been 
born again like old wine instead of new wine. In the 
world, old wine is better. However, how is the wine 
of the Kingdom of Heaven? New wine is the true 
wine in the Kingdom of God. If we have tasted the 
wine of the Kingdom of God, we would not be able 
to drink old wine of the world because of the smell. 
We would think, “How filthy! What did they do to 
make it taste so bad? I’d rather not drink it.” We 
cannot even drink it like that. Have a taste of the 
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wine from Heaven. It is so fresh and aromatic. Isn’t 
that right?  

I have really delivered the Word lightheartedly 
today.  

Let’s serve the righteousness of the Lord together. 
Serving the righteousness of the Lord is the life 
appropriate for the born-again. And seek help from 
the Lord. Then the Lord will surely help you. Our 
Lord loves us and stays with us until the end of the 
world instead of throwing us away after we have 
been born again: He helps us, blesses us, and protects 
us forever.  

That is right. The Lord is the just God who always 
takes responsibility for us. Let’s give praise for such 
love of our Lord. Let’s give thanks. Let’s pray before 
the Lord with thanksgiving before the presence of 
God. “Lord, we praise you. You have saved truly 
many souls during this week also. Lord! Please take 
hold of us! Please protect us. Give us faith, take hold 
of us, protect us, and lead us so we may serve you 
properly. Bless all of us, our Lord.” Amen.  
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We Are People Who Are  
In Debt for 500 Denarii 

 
 

< Luke 7:36-50 > 
“Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat 

with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, 
and sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in the 
city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 
sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an 
alabaster flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His 
feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash 
His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the 
hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when 
the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 
spoke to himself, saying, ‘This Man, if He were a 
prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a 
sinner.’ And Jesus answered and said to him, 

‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ So he 
said, ‘Teacher, say it.’ ‘There was a certain 
creditor who had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he freely 
forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of 
them will love him more?’ Simon answered and 
said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’ 
And He said to him, ‘You have rightly judged.’ 
Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, 
‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 
washed My feet with her tears and wiped them 
with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, 
but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet 
since the time I came in. You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My 
feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loves little.’ Then He said to her, ‘Your sins are 
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forgiven.’ And those who sat at the table with Him 
began to say to themselves, ‘Who is this who even 
forgives sins?’ Then He said to the woman, ‘Your 
faith has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

 
 

How Much Sin Have We Been 
Forgiven by God?  

 
Jesus has forgiven all the sins of you and me all at 

once through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Those who know and believe the righteousness of 
God cannot have sin in their hearts. The people who 
have received the remission of sins by believing in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit are those who 
know and believe Jesus correctly. It is because our 
Lord came to this world and received the baptism 
from John the Baptist and shed blood on the Cross in 
order to remit all the sins of the world once and for 
all. People who believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit do not have sin because the Lord blotted 

out all the sins of the world at once by receiving the 
baptism and shedding blood on the Cross. Jesus said 
to the woman who poured the fragrant oil on His feet, 
“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” People who 
believe the gospel of the water and the Spirit that is 
the righteousness of Jesus do not have sin. 

Our Lord said to Simon the Pharisee, “There was 
a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he freely 
forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them 
will love him more?” Simon answered and said, “I 
suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He 
said to him, “You have rightly judged.” Jesus said 
that the one who has been forgiven more loves Jesus 
more. Jesus said that whoever believes that Jesus 
forgave all the sins of the world through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit does not have sin.  

How about you when you look at yourself in the 
light of this Word? Our Lord said one person was in 
debt for 500 denarii and another person was in debt 
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for 50 denarii, but the creditor forgave the debts of 
both debtors because neither had a way to pay off the 
debt. This Word is saying that Jesus blotted out all 
our sin all at once, and we who believe in such 
gospel of the water and the Spirit have no sin at all.  

Then, the important thing is how we really knew 
ourselves and believed in the gospel. Some people 
thought they were people who committed so many 
sins like the person who was in debt for 500 denarii. 
Such people thought the only way to receive the 
remission of sins was by believing in the 
righteousness of the Lord because they have 
committed so much sin before the presence of God 
and because they are destined for hell due to those 
sins. The people who believe with the faith that the 
Lord has blotted out all such sins at once through the 
baptism He received and the blood on the Cross can 
receive the remission of sins in their hearts. Those 
who understand that they are people who cannot help 
but receive judgment for their sins are like the person 
who is in debt for 500 denarii before the presence of 

the Lord, and therefore they could receive the 
forgiveness of all the debt by believing in the 
righteousness of Jesus who saved them from all their 
sins. That is why Jesus said the person who received 
forgiveness for 500 denarii of debt loved Jesus more 
than the person who received forgiveness for 50 
denarii of debt he had.  

Here, Jesus illustrated this with two individuals, a 
woman who anointed His feet with fragrant oil and 
washed the feet of Jesus with her hair and a Pharisee 
who invited Him for dinner. The Lord forgave the 
debts of these two people in same way. The Lord 
came to blot out the sins of these two people all at 
once. Some people like the Pharisee remain as 
sinners even though they seem to live a holy life 
while the other people who seem like treacherous 
sinners and are actual sinners have become righteous 
by coming before the presence of God and receiving 
the remission of sins. God saved all human beings 
alike: This Pharisee and the well-known woman of 
the village. These two people had such a tremendous 
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debt they could never repay, but the Lord knew these 
people could not repay the debt and resolved their 
debt unilaterally.  

 
 

Our Lord Blotted Out All the Sins of  
All the People in the World  

 
The Lord is the Savior who blotted out all the sins 

of all the people at once through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit regardless of how little or how 
great their sin is in this world. But people see 
themselves just from their perspective and not from 
the standpoint of the Savior. As a result, they 
conclude that “I am a person who sins less than that 
person” or “I am a person who sins more than that 
person.” However, we were all the same sinners 
before the presence of God. We were all people who 
had no choice but to go to hell because we all had sin 
in same manner. We do not go to hell because we 
have sinned in relation to material things, nor do we 

go to Heaven just because we do not commit any sin. 
We are all same sinners whether we commit many 
sins or fewer sins before the presence of God. I am a 
little embarrassed to use this illustration, but let’s say 
the room is filthy whether there is small dung heap or 
big dung heap in the room. The consequences are the 
same in that they both smell bad and they both need 
to be cleaned up.  

As such, our Lord blotted out all our sins through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Jesus resolved 
all our sins at once from His standpoint like this. 
People can receive the forgiveness of their sins if 
they believe in the righteousness of Jesus. They 
cannot have sin remain in their hearts if they believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Therefore, if 
they still have sin remaining in their hearts even after 
believing in the gospel of the water that is the 
righteousness of Jesus, it’s because they don’t 
believe the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
properly. The people who believe without 
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understanding the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
correctly cannot receive the cleansing of sin.  

Our Lord illustrated the woman who anointed the 
fragrant oil on the feet of Jesus, washed them with 
her tears, and hair as the debtor who owed 500 
denarii and Simon the Pharisee as the debtor who 
owed 50 denarii. Then which of the two would have 
loved the righteousness of Jesus more? Of course, the 
one who received the forgiveness of 500 denarii of 
debt probably loved Jesus more.  

We must acknowledge before the presence of God 
that we are also debtors who have committed 500 
denarii worth of sin like this woman. It is because 
Jesus took the sins of this woman and our sins as well 
by coming to this world and receiving baptism from 
John the Baptist. All the sins of humanity were 
transferred over to the body of Jesus through the 
baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist. 
Therefore, we must believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit in order to receive cleansing of all our 
sins. 

Even though we have committed 500 denarii 
worth of sins, we can believe that we no longer have 
those sins only when we have the faith of believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We do not 
have sin because Jesus has taken over all our sins by 
receiving the baptism and shed His blood, and 
because He approved those of us who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit as the people 
without sin. Our Lord resolved at once all the sins 
that we could not resolve by ourselves. We have 
received salvation from all sins and become people 
without sin by believing in the righteousness of Jesus 
because the Lord received the baptism from John the 
Baptist and took over all our sins upon Him at once.  
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We Do Not Have Sin Because We 
Believe That Jesus Forgave All Our 
Sins 

 
We who believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit have no sin because Jesus came to this world 
and received the baptism from John the Baptist and 
took our sins upon Him at once and shed His blood 
on the Cross. There is no alternative for us but to 
remain a sinner every day if we do not believe the 
baptism of Jesus and the blood on the Cross as our 
salvation. I reiterate that we have become people 
without sin and that it is because our Lord has 
remitted all our sins at once through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Hence, it is because the Lord 
washed away all our sins with the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

There is no one in the world who can receive the 
remission of sins by resolving by themselves the 
problem of sins they have committed. A person 
cannot resolve the sins he has committed no matter 

how virtuous a life one has lived. Therefore, 
everyone absolutely needs the righteousness of Jesus. 
If there is a person who can say that he does not have 
sin, he has received the remission of that sin by 
believing in the righteousness of Jesus and he can be 
approved as a perfectly sinless person only when he 
has such faith. Such people have become the people 
without sin as white as snow because God has blotted 
out the sins through His mercy and love. All the 
people have filthy sins remaining in them if they 
have not washed their sins by believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. People cannot wash away 
all the sins perfectly if not for the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. It is impossible for a person to cleanse 
his own sin even with the best of instructions.  

The bidet has been introduced as new bathroom 
culture. Warm water and cold water comes out from 
a bidet. Warm water comes out and rinses the genital 
area after a person finishes using the toilet. A person 
does not have to wipe the filth with the toilet paper, 
and he just has to press a button and water sprinkles 
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out and rinses his bottom cleanly. Therefore, one is 
cleansed when he gets up from the toilet seat. The 
filthy thing cannot be cleansed if it is not washed 
with water.  

As your body becomes clean when you clean it 
with water, our Lord took all our sins upon Him by 
receiving the baptism from John the Baptist and 
cleansed them at once. Such a person who believes in 
the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit cannot 
have sin. We have become people without sins 
because Jesus came to this world and received the 
baptism from John the Baptist, the representative of 
humanity, and because we have believed in that 
Jesus. We love and serve the righteousness of the 
Lord because we have received the remission of sins 
through the faith of believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. 

This woman broke an alabaster flask of fragrant 
oil and poured it over the feet of Jesus to prepare 
beforehand for Jesus’ sacrificial death. A corpse 
emits more stink as time passes by. Therefore, people 

wash the corpse with expensive flagrant oil before 
the burial and people generally cannot smell the 
corpse decomposing because of the flagrant oil. This 
woman stood at Jesus’ feet weeping; and she began 
to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with 
the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. It is because this 
woman also knew that Jesus was the little Lamb of 
God who took the sins of the world upon Him by 
receiving the baptism. She did so for the burial of the 
Lord’s death. People who have received the grace of 
the salvation from the Lord, people who have 
received the forgiveness of all their sins, love our 
Lord, do the Lord’s work, and serve the 
righteousness of the Lord.  

We have become without sin because our Lord 
took all our sins at once and shed blood. We have 
become without sin because our Lord took all our 
sins upon Him through the baptism Jesus received 
from John the Baptist and washed them away. People 
do not have their sins blotted away because they do 
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not know that Jesus washed away all the sins of the 
world through the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
already before we knew this fact.  

God saved us from the sins of the world through 
His Word of the Truth. How can people’s sins be 
blotted out through faith? Because Jesus blotted out 
the sins of humans at once, people who believe in 
this fact become sinless people. But there are many 
Christians who do not know they have already 
become sinless through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit even though they profess to believe in Jesus 
as the Savior. Then, such people are actually 
nonbelievers who still have sin because they cannot 
believe what Jesus has done for the remission of their 
sins. Your sins disappear when you believe in Jesus 
Christ who came in this world by the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit as the Savior. It is because Jesus 
took all our sins by receiving the baptism from John 
the Baptist and wrote them off by being crucified in 
our stead; it is because He saved us from the sins of 
the world from His standpoint. Jesus became the 

Savior who lives forever by receiving the baptism 
from John the Baptist and being resurrected in three 
days after He suffered death by being nailed to the 
Cross with the sins of the world upon Him. 
Therefore, we finally became the sinless saints by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
God saved us with.  

The true gospel is the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that blots out all the sins of the world at once, 
and those who know and believe correctly in this true 
gospel become sinless without fail. We do not 
become sinless just because we profess to be 
Christians somehow, but we become sinless because 
Jesus came to this world and received our sins 
through the baptism He received from John the 
Baptist and paid off the wages of all those sins by 
shedding His blood on the Cross. We become sinless 
by believing in this fact. Such things are not done 
through human efforts. People are saved neither 
through their efforts nor through their sacrifices. As 
we can see even in today’s Scripture passage, it is 
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because God wrote off all the sins of this notorious 
woman.  

Noblemen of Europe possessed much land in the 
old days. Therefore, these noblemen had many 
servants who had made a living by working on the 
farmlands of the noblemen and doing chores. And 
there also were serfs who borrowed and farmed the 
landowner’s land and made a payment to the landlord 
from their harvest. When we look at the life of the 
noblemen in Europe at that time, the storehouse of 
the landowners overflowed and their wealth 
overflowed just through such taxation even though 
they do not do any work because they had much land. 
However, when there was a famine or damage from 
disease and harmful insects, serfs had to borrow food 
at a high rate interest. If a serf borrowed one sack of 
crop in autumn, then they had to pay back two sacks 
to the landowner the next autumn. 

Therefore, it was common for serfs to fail in 
farming even though they had worked hard all 
through the year when farms were damaged from 

disease and harmful insects. And since the farming 
had failed and the farm was abandoned, there were 
not any seeds and therefore they had to go and 
receive seeds from the landowner and farm with 
more debt, and they consequently become more in 
debt even though they worked very hard every day. 
And when the serfs incurred too much debt and they 
did not have the ability to pay it back, then the serfs 
at times just gave up and said to the landowner, “Do 
whatever you want to do.” When such things 
happened, some landowners wrote off the debt at 
times. For example, a landowner used to write off the 
debts on his birthday or when his child got married. 
They might say, “Today’ is a happy day since my son 
is getting married. Therefore, I will write off all the 
debt if you bring the debt certificate for the debt you 
owe to me.” And when they took the certificate of 
debt to the landowner, the landowner ripped up the 
certificate and said, “You no longer have any debt to 
me.”  
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Our Lord said to us, “You have lived and will live 
in this world committing such and such sins. Bring 
all the sins that you have committed and will commit 
in this world to me. I will write them off.” Our Lord 
received the baptism in this world, received the 
judgment on the Cross, and was resurrected on the 
third day after dying on the Cross. God wrote off all 
the sins of the people through His Son Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, a person who believes in this gospel has 
his sins written off and a person who does not believe 
this still remains a sinner. God wrote off the sins of 
all people of the world through His Son.  

 
 

Then, Why Did God Write Off Our 
Sins? It Is Because We Do Not Have 
the Ability to Pay for the Sins 

 
In our country, Korea, we have a special pardon 

system that releases criminals on such a day like the 
Independence Day of August 15th to celebrate the joy 

of the day. On such a day, the President of our 
country releases some kind of prisoners from prisons. 
In the same manner, God wrote off all the sins of 
people who had no choice but to go to hell because of 
their sin and saved them. Because God so loved us, 
He transferred our sins over to His Son Jesus Christ 
and made Him receive the judgment for our sins and 
suffer death by crucifixion on our stead. And God 
wrote off the sins of the people who believe in His 
Son Jesus Christ all at once. That is how we were 
able to receive salvation from all the sins.  

When we look at this Word, Simon the Pharisee 
invited Jesus and His disciples to his house to have a 
dinner with them. However, Simon did not even give 
Jesus water to wash His hands when Jesus went to 
his home. Therefore, Jesus said to them as He was 
eating, “I entered your house; you gave Me no water 
for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.” 
Between the Pharisee and the woman, who loved 
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Jesus more? This woman loved Jesus more. One who 
has greater debt written off comes to love more.  

When Jesus blotted out sins through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, He blotted out all our sins 
for eternity. He blotted out all our sins at once 
without exception. People who have all their sins 
written off do God’s work from then on. They serve 
the righteousness of the Lord. This woman also did 
God’s work as she poured the fragrant oil over Jesus’ 
feet for the baptism Jesus received and the death of 
Jesus to be spread throughout the world. Jesus said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be told as a memorial to her.” The 
people who have had all their sins written off, the 
people who have received the remission of sins by 
believing in the righteousness of the Lord, spread the 
gospel of the Lord. Only those who have received the 
remission of their sins by believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit can do God’s work; only 

those who have all their sins written off can give 
thanks to God and do God’s work.  

However, those Christians who have not had their 
sins written off because they do not know the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit cannot do God’s work nor 
give thanks to God. That is because they do not know 
that the Lord has written off all their sins once and 
for all. Jesus forgave the woman’s sin at once even 
though this woman was a well-known sinner. We 
have received salvation by believing that our Lord 
wrote off all our sins at once through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, and we love and serve the 
righteousness of the Lord even after being saved 
from all the sins. In addition, I want you to share this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit with other people. I 
want this gospel of water and the Spirit to be spread 
throughout the whole world.  

Beloved saints, we have received the remission of 
sins. I believe that you and I have no sin, that all our 
sins have been written off at once and that Jesus 
saved us at once through His baptism and the blood 
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He shed on the Cross. We hope this gospel of the 
water and the Spirit will be spread throughout the 
whole world through us again because we first 
believed in this true gospel. If we want to share the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit with other people, 
then we need to understand that Jesus has washed all 
our sins clean at once through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit before we preach this true gospel. If we 
want to do God’s work, we must begin by believing 
that we have received the remission of all our sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We must believe with the understanding that we no 
longer have sin because Jesus washed all our sins by 
receiving the baptism from John the Baptist. We 
must yearn to spread the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to the whole world and devote our faith and 
effort to this cause. We cannot help but be thankful to 
the fact that we no longer have sin because the Lord 
saved us from our sins, and therefore, we cannot but 
do God’s work voluntarily.  

I give thanks to God. We have received the 
forgiveness of all our sins through the righteousness 
of our Lord. All our sins have been blotted out 
because our Lord came to this world and took them 
away at once through the baptism He received from 
John the Baptist. And we were able to receive 
salvation from the judgment of our sins because He 
bore the judgment for the sins by being nailed to the 
Cross. Those who believe in all this Truth of the 
gospel give glory to God. I give infinite thanks to the 
Lord who gives salvation to us so that we can do 
God’s work. I give thanks to God for bestowing 
grace in all things so that we can do the work of the 
righteousness of God even though we are beings who 
have many shortcomings.  

We now have a mind to do much more righteous 
work of the Lord in our hearts. That is why we 
sometimes feel sad when we see people who do not 
accept the Lord’s salvation. But maybe that’s why we 
are so thankful for the salvation we have received. 
We give thanks to the Lord because we have already 
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received salvation among all the people of the world 
that number as many as the grains of sand on the 
beach. I really want to preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit to other people to repay and give 
thanks for the grace He has given us. I really want to 
do much work of the Lord. I want to be a person who 
preaches the gospel even more always to domestic 
and foreign people. I want to go to many more 
revival meetings and do much more work for the 
Lord. I want to preach the gospel of the Lord all over 
the world because God forgave all my sins. I would 
not have such a heart if I have not been forgiven for 
my sins, but I have such heart because I am 
immensely thankful, as the one who has already 
received the precious salvation of the Lord by such 
grace of the Lord.  

Now I have even deeper thanksgiving and I want 
to do the Lord’s work even more because I do not 
have to worry about my sin. I want to do the Lord’s 
work now since I no longer have to be tied down to 
myself because of my sin. God gave us this mind. I 

give thanks to the Lord who gives us such a precious 
grace of salvation.  
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The Proper Life of Faith 
 
 

< Luke 7:36-50 > 
“Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat 

with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, 
and sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in the 
city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 
sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an 
alabaster flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His 
feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash 
His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the 
hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when 
the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 
spoke to himself, saying, ‘This Man, if He were a 
prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a 
sinner.’ And Jesus answered and said to him, 
‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ So he 
said, ‘Teacher, say it.’ ‘There was a certain 

creditor who had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he freely 
forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of 
them will love him more?’ Simon answered and 
said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’ 
And He said to him, ‘You have rightly judged.’ 
Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, 
‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 
washed My feet with her tears and wiped them 
with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, 
but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet 
since the time I came in. You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My 
feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loves little.’ Then He said to her, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven.’ And those who sat at the table with Him 
began to say to themselves, ‘Who is this who even 
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forgives sins?” Then He said to the woman, “Your 
faith has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

 
 

What Is the Proper Life of Faith? 
 
You probably have heard the Word from today’s 

Scripture passage many times, but I do not think 
there are many people who know the meaning of this 
Scripture passage clearly. Really, there are not many 
people who think they are the main characters of this 
Scripture passage here.  

One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to the dinner. 
The Word from the passage states that a woman in 
the village who was a sinner visited Jesus when Jesus 
was sitting in the home of a Pharisee. It is written, “a 
woman in the city who was a sinner,” and it means 
that the woman was a sinner that everyone knows. 
There were all kinds of rumors about her as a sinner 
throughout the village. How prevalent the rumors 
about the woman must have been for it to be 

recorded like that here? In the past, there was a 
tendency for rumors to spread rampantly when a 
person did something special. These days, there is 
not much interest whether someone is a sinner or not.  

Many people among Christians also live like the 
Pharisees spiritually. There are many people who 
think they are different from this woman because 
they have received the remission of sins. However, 
we are the people who are the same as this well-
known sinner, a woman who was branded as a sinner 
in the village. This woman is not the only woman 
branded as a sinner, but we are also such sinners.  

Do you know how much we sin in this world? 
This woman is rumored to be a sinner because she 
committed so many sins, but we also commit many 
sins throughout our lives as we live in this world. Do 
you think the righteous are exceptional to this? There 
is no one who was not a grave sinner among us. 
Could we say that we are not sinners if our real 
selves were revealed before the presence of God? We 
are not sinners who occasionally commit sin secretly. 
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We are well-known sinners who have committed so 
many sins publicly. All the people in this world are 
well known sinners before the presence of God just 
like this woman.  

However, many people say they did not do such 
things, and pretend they walk straight and do good 
deeds like these Pharisees, and behave as if they do 
not have anything to do with sin. However, is it 
really like that? Who is unlike this woman who is a 
well-known sinner in the village before the presence 
of God? Pastors, Buddhist monks who practice 
asceticism, Catholic priests, nuns, junior high and 
high school students, college professors, and the 
members of the Red Cross Society, they are all 
sinners alike. However, they insist that they are not 
like that. They pretend they are not sinners when we 
are all sinners before the presence of God.  

Was this woman the only sinner when there were 
many women living in that village? No, that is not 
true. All the women living in the village were sinners 
alike. Men living in that village were also sinners 

alike. Everyone is a sinner in same manner. People 
who pretend to live righteously are not much better. 
The religious people seem great, don’t they? 
However, they really are notorious sinners. They are 
filthy people that we cannot even fathom their 
filthiness. You and I who have been born again are 
same. Human beings are filthy and wretched sinners. 
We may act as if we are not, but human beings are all 
sinners in the eyes of God. Our deeds are no different 
from the sinners who have been branded as sinners in 
our village. We look like that spiritually.  

People who know what grave sinners they are 
before the presence of God, and people who know 
how lacking they are humble in their hearts. Such 
people love Jesus who has come by the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. A person who knows himself 
well loves Jesus. And a person who can discern 
himself clearly understands that he is not different 
from this woman at all and becomes a person who 
pours fragrant oil over Jesus and preaches the gospel 
of Christ.  
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Are You Different from This 
Woman? 

 
Most Christians think that they are different from 

such sinners, but what is the difference? They say 
they are not a prostitute, or a male prostitute, even 
though they do the same things; they do such filthy 
things at least in their hearts and they are actually all 
same in God’s eyes. Humans are all same before the 
presence of God. However, they get together every 
week and pray, “Forgive those sinners. Lord, forgive 
and save them,” as if they are any better. We must 
know we are such people. We are people like that. 
We must know our true self. We are people like that 
before the presence of God. However, so many 
people think they are not like that. They think they 
are just marginal sinners who are okay because they 
are not terrible sinners known around the village. 
However, we are sinners well known around our 
village.  

We commit all kinds of terribly filthy sins with 
our hearts. There would only be terribly filthy things 
left in us if we took out the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ from our lives. Even so, most people think 
there are decent people and nasty people in this world 
basically. However, all humans are lowly before the 
presence of God. All humans are just the same as this 
woman who was a well-known sinner in her village.  

Each one of us must know how filthy and how 
wretched a sinner he or she is before the presence of 
God. We can do the same thing this woman did when 
we understand this and also receive salvation from 
sin through faith. However, we will receive eternal 
destruction if we become like the Pharisees. We will 
be destroyed if we think we are not like this woman. 
We cannot receive the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that is the gospel of the remission of sin and 
become people who cannot receive it, and even if we 
did receive the Word of the water for a moment, we 
would eventually spit it out again. Therefore, we 
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must know our filthy self as it is without any 
pretense. 

A woman who was a well-known sinner brought 
an alabaster flask of fragrant oil and stood beside 
Jesus, stood at His feet beside Him weeping, and 
began to wash His feet with her tears. Here, we must 
know who loves God the most and who serves God 
the most. The person who really knows he is a well-
known sinner can know the real value of the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. That is why he could give 
everything before the presence of God and serve the 
righteousness of God preciously. This woman who 
was a notorious sinner in the village brought an 
alabaster flask of fragrant oil for Jesus. However, a 
person who does not know what a sinner he is, a 
person who does not know the essence of his sinful 
nature cannot come before the presence of God with 
faith.  

Are you a person who lives for the Lord 
throughout your life? Or, are you a person who lives 
for yourself? A person who knows that he really 

commits sin often and that he really is inadequate, 
and a person who knows Jesus took all his sins upon 
Him, such person knows how precious the 
righteousness of God is and serves it in a very worthy 
manner. Such a person brings his precious things for 
the spreading of the gospel. A person who does not 
know that he is a sinner and does not know his true 
self does not think preciously of the Lord and cannot 
offer his precious things. Only a person who knows 
that he has many shortcomings and weaknesses even 
though he has received the remission of sins can 
really offer up all his things for this gospel and serve 
the gospel before the presence of God.  

However, a person who does not know his true 
self considers the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
as merely one of the basic doctrines and ignores it. 
They just consider the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit as something that is another of many teachings. 
But, do you know how beautiful and precious the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is? We would 
receive a curse and die if it were not for the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit. How could we even think 
lightly of the gospel that has saved us? However, the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is not an ordinary 
gospel that people can ignore. This gospel that Jesus 
saved us with is not an ordinary gospel at all. It is not 
a gospel that is akin to just a little candy given to a 
baby. It is the most precious thing of the world.  

The gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus 
Christ blotted out all our sins with is not a gospel that 
anyone can believe easily. They serve the gospel 
worthlessly because they regard the gospel as 
worthless. They serve Jesus like an accessory 
because they believe in Jesus like an accessory, and 
they serve the gospel ritually without their hearts and 
misunderstand when they believe that they are 
serving the Lord faithfully. Is that a proper spiritual 
life? They become crude also because they believe 
crudely like that.  

The gospel is something we must really have in 
our life. We are destined for hell without this gospel 
even if there is God. There would only be 

destruction. However, I do not know how so many 
people consider and believe this gospel as some 
ordinary worthless gospel. It is a big mistake to think 
that anyone could receive the remission of sins just 
by calling out “Lord! Lord!” How could we receive 
the remission of sin just by calling out “Lord, Lord!” 
God’s curse would be on you if you thought of the 
gospel as a common ordinary thing like a stone on a 
street when the gospel actually is a secret from 
Heaven. This Truth is really precious and we must 
definitely believe it. A person who has discovered the 
Truth cannot help but behave just like this woman.  

The gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Truth, 
is not discovered by just anyone. The gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is not a common ordinary gospel 
that anyone can have. Many people these days just 
believe the gospel in their own way and they do not 
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit well. 
Therefore, whosoever believes in Jesus is said to be 
“a saved sinner.” But does this make any sense? It is 
the same logic as you say, “I was rescued from being 
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almost drowned, but I am still drowned in deep 
water.” 

When we ask such people who believe in Jesus 
like that to say something about the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, they cannot say anything and 
they just close their mouth firmly. They just say that 
Jesus died for their sins on the Cross, but is that 
really the true gospel that cleanses all their sins? 
They say that Jesus who died on the Cross saved 
them from all their sins, but that is not the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. We must first know the 
nature of Jesus Christ in order to know the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, and then we must know how 
Jesus Christ blotted out all our sins and know the 
gospel of the Truth through the Word in detail. And 
the people who believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit should know specifically how much sin 
was blotted out and in what manner. The Lord 
blotted out all the sins of this woman who was a 
notorious sinner in the village. That is the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. People misunderstand and 

believe that the original sin was taken away when 
one starts to believe in Jesus but personal sin must be 
blotted out by offering prayers of repentance every 
day. However, the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
doesn’t teach like that.  

The woman who is an infamous sinner of the 
village did not sin just once but sinned always; and 
everyone is a sinner who always commits sin like 
her. However, Jesus took all the sins of this woman 
through the baptism He received from John the 
Baptist. This woman stood at His feet beside Him 
weeping, and she began to wash His feet with her 
tears. Like this woman, a person who knows that he 
is a sinner believes in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. A person who knows and believes the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit cannot boast of his 
righteousness before the presence of Jesus. A person 
who knows his true self cannot stand before the 
presence of Jesus boldly like that. He cannot do this 
because he is ashamed of himself.  
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This woman who had committed many sins stood 
at Jesus’ feet and shed tears. She brought an alabaster 
flask of fragrant oil with tears of thanksgiving to 
Jesus Christ for saving her and taking all her many 
sins upon Himself. We could see the woman’s heart 
to serve the Lord, to spread the work of the Lord to 
far away places. A person who has truly received the 
remission of sins wholly before the presence of the 
Lord does same as this woman.  

This woman washed Jesus’ feet with her hair, 
kissed His feet, and anointed them with the fragrant 
oil. Do you have the knowledge of the fact that Jesus 
Christ has blotted out all your sins perfectly and 
completely? The spiritual meaning of the fact that the 
woman washed Jesus’ feet with her hair is that this 
woman believes with the concrete understanding that 
Jesus came to this world and took all the sins she 
commits upon Himself. We cannot believe if we do 
not understand the gospel clearly. We cannot believe 
if we do not have the correct knowledge of how Jesus 

came to this world to save us and blotted out all our 
sins.  

 
 

This Woman Washed the Feet of 
Jesus Christ with Her Hair 

 
This woman believed that all her sins—so many 

sins as she has committed, so many like the fog, like 
the cloud, like the sands, and all the sins she would 
commit until she dies—were forgiven through the 
work our Lord has performed once and for all. This 
woman clearly had such knowledge and conviction. 
She believed with clear understanding that Jesus 
came to this world and blotted out all her sins; she 
knew and believed what the path of Jesus meant 
correctly. That she kissed His feet means that she 
kissed the work Jesus Christ performed. Have you 
kissed the work Jesus Christ has done for you? Jesus 
came to this world in human flesh for the woman 
who was infamous for her sins in the village and for 
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us who are grave sinners as well. And the Lord took 
all our sins upon Himself. And Jesus recorded in the 
Bible that He took all our sins upon Himself.  

To kiss means to believe. Do you kiss the work 
our Lord has done; the Word He has spoken in the 
midst of light? Do you believe? People must have 
wondered why this woman kissed Jesus’ feet full of 
dust, which were smelly and dirty, because of the 
sweat. What is that telling us? Jesus Christ came to 
this world in human flesh and took all our sins upon 
Himself perfectly by receiving the baptism from John 
the Baptist at the Jordan River, fulfilled it all when 
He died on the Cross and was resurrected in three 
days after death. And the work Jesus had performed 
looked very precious, not worthless, to this woman 
who was a well-known sinner in the village. 
Therefore, she kissed the feet of Jesus because Jesus’ 
feet looked so beautiful and holy to her.  

Half of the sinners think lowly of the fact that 
Jesus took all the sins of the world by receiving the 
baptism in the Jordan River and think Jesus just died 

on the Cross for our sins. Why don’t they kiss the 
work of Jesus that took all the sins of the world by 
receiving the baptism in the Jordan River, the river of 
death, and His work of preaching thereafter even 
though they kiss Jesus Christ who died on the Cross? 
Why don’t they kiss the work of Jesus that blotted 
out all our sins by receiving the baptism and the work 
of preaching the gospel to us and making us whole?  

This woman kissed the feet of Jesus and the feet 
signify Jesus taking all our sins upon Himself. There 
is no true gospel other than the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. The gospel is the Lord coming to this 
world in human flesh, taking all the sins of humans 
upon Himself by receiving the baptism from John the 
Baptist in the Jordan River. This Gospel is Jesus 
Christ who took all our sins upon Himself receiving 
the judgment in our place and dying on the Cross, 
and God the Father resurrecting Him on the third day 
from His death and Having Him sit at His right hand. 
The true gospel consists of all such elements.  
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We would not be able to receive salvation if God 
did not come to this world clothed in human flesh. 
Many people who profess to be Christians only 
believe in Jesus who hung on the Cross or Jesus who 
came as a human. They intentionally neglect God’s 
will by not accepting the genuine gospel that says 
that the Lord took all the sins of the world upon Him 
at the Jordan River. They do not admit the true 
gospel as the basis of their salvation. Jesus once 
asked the chief priests and the scribes, saying, “I also 
will ask you one thing, and answer Me: The baptism 
of John—was it from heaven or from men?” (Luke 
20:3-4) God predestined the baptism of John in His 
providence. God planned to blot out all the sins of the 
humankind through the baptism John gave to Jesus. 
We humans came to receive the remission of sins 
because all the sins of the world transferred over to 
Jesus when Jesus Christ received the baptism from 
John the Baptist. That is the genuine gospel.  

Therefore, we must kiss the work Jesus Christ had 
done with His feet. We must kiss all the works Jesus 

Christ has done. However, most people do not kiss 
all the ministries if salvation Jesus has done. Such 
people are not grave sinners of the village, but only a 
little sinner owes just 50 denarii. Only a well-known 
sinner of the village comes before Jesus Christ and 
kisses His feet. Only a total sinner who knows that he 
is really inadequate before the presence of God and 
who admits that he has committed so many sins 
kisses the work Jesus Christ has done wholly. A 
person who thinks he is a sinner who has a little 
shortcoming and commits sin only occasionally 
never kisses the feet of Jesus Christ. All our sins have 
been transferred over to Jesus Christ when He 
received the baptism at the Jordan River. However, 
people who say they believe in Jesus Christ faithfully 
even without kissing this Truth are all sinners. 

This woman kissed the feet of Jesus Christ. She 
was thankful that Jesus took all hers sins upon Him. 
This woman did not sin for just one or two days. She 
had committed sin wherever she went. There were 
rumors and gossips wherever she went. How could 
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she lift up her face and live unashamedly when there 
were such rumors about her in such a small village. 
However, this woman came to know that Jesus had 
taken all her sins upon Him. Only a person who 
believes with the understanding like this woman that 
Jesus Christ took all the sins of the world upon 
Himself kisses the gospel of Jesus Christ. He receives 
it with his heart and applies it in his life naturally.  

Do you accept this gospel? Are you also a sinner 
like this woman? Are you a sinner who commits sin a 
little occasionally and by mistake? No one sins just a 
little occasionally by mistake. No one is a little sinner 
who has the experience of committing sin once or 
twice. Human beings are sinners who commit sin in 
this world continuously until the moment they die. 
Jesus Christ took upon Himself this sin, that sin, and 
all the sins of the world as well. Do you believe that 
you are a well-known sinner of the village like this 
woman?  

You are also a well-known sinner of your village. 
I am such a person and all the people in the entire 

world are such people. Do not try get out of it 
thinking you are not such a person. A person who 
thinks I am not a wretched person will spit out the 
gospel even after believing in Jesus Christ. It means 
that such a person skipped to kiss the feet of Jesus. 
Some people may wonder if there is something other 
than this, and there is indeed nothing more precious 
and beautiful than this gospel for us humans. What 
else could there be that is more precious to us? We 
could receive salvation only when Jesus Christ has 
taken all our sins upon Himself; and what in the 
world could be more precious and what in the world 
could be more wonderful than this? There isn’t 
another gospel in any religion or in any teaching that 
is more precious and wonderful than this gospel 
Truth. There is no greater love than the love of Jesus 
in this world.  

We must kiss the feet of Jesus Christ spiritually. 
We must kiss the feet of Jesus Christ with the faith 
from the deep in our hearts. Do not think we are just 
sin a little and that we would not sin if we just make 
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up our minds firmly. I mean do not be prideful and 
think that you would not sin any more now even 
though you had committed sin like that before. Even 
you do not know what sins you will commit in the 
future. However, Jesus knows them all even though 
you do not know. That is why the Lord came to this 
world and took upon Himself at the Jordan River all 
the sins of the humankind, all the sins of our lifetime, 
all the sins of the well-known sinners of the village, 
the evil sins, and the sins of weakness. Do you 
believe that you are such a person? You must know 
that you cannot serve the gospel preciously if you 
claim that you are not such a person.  

We can serve the Lord with thankfulness because 
we have shortcomings everyday. We cannot worship 
the Lord if we do not have shortcomings. A person 
who just accepts the gospel and does not follow the 
Lord after that is not a person who has received the 
remission of sins. Some people just accept the gospel 
and turn back to their old way of life, and such 
people think that they do not sin much and they are 

people who confirm by themselves that they will not 
commit such sins anymore from now on. It is hard 
for such people to believe that the Lord also took 
even the sins he commits now. The Lord does not 
allow faith to such people. There are people who say 
they do not need the Church now because they have 
received the remission of sins, and they will 
recognize whether they really are in need of God’s 
Church or not.  

Jesus Christ took upon Himself all the sins of this 
woman, sins that number more than her hair. 
Therefore, that woman was so thankful for the work 
of the salvation the Lord had done with His feet and 
loved them so much that she kissed them and poured 
the fragrant oil. Her behavior implied that she would 
live for the preaching of the gospel for the rest of her 
life.  

All the Four Gospels record this woman and this 
woman was a well-known sinner of the village. 
Aren’t all the people in this world like village 
prostitutes, male and female alike? Who in the world 
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could say he is not such a person? Step forward 
before the presence of God if you can say that you 
are not a village female prostitute or male prostitute. 
Who can do this? A Buddhist monk? A pastor? A 
priest? A minister? A pastor’s wife? A deacon? An 
elder? Or, a deaconess? All human beings are alike 
like that. They are just hiding themselves behind a 
facade.  

We who are gathered here have received the 
remission of sins. We have received the remission of 
sins because we are village prostitutes and male and 
female prostitutes. It means that we have received the 
remission of sins because we are prostitutes. We have 
received the remission of sins because Jesus Christ 
took all our sins. A person who asks for forgiveness 
and says that he is not such a grave sinner and that he 
would never sin again if the Lord forgives him this 
one sin is a really arrogant person who does not 
know Himself. Such a person thinks that it is over 
when he finished offering prayers of repentance, but 
he sins again when time passes. Will you never go to 

the toilet ever again just because you went to the 
toilet once? You have to go to the toilet again 
because you cannot live without eating. No one can 
live without going to the toilet for a long time. Such a 
person is not a sinner from his standpoint. Such a 
person does not need the Lord even though he sins all 
the time because he does not know that he is a person 
that sins throughout his life.  

There are many Christians who have their own 
righteousness. Are you not a prostitute? Are you not 
a male prostitute? We are all such people with not 
much difference before the presence of God. The 
human mind is corrupt before the presence of God as 
it is written, “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
And desperately wicked; Who can know it?” 
(Jeremiah 17:9) Filthy things come out of the human 
heart like spoiled water because the heart of a human 
is corrupted. God forcibly puts such a person who 
says that he is not such a grave sinner into such 
difficult circumstance and brings him to submission. 
But the people who are filled with hypocrisy 
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pretending to be righteous in the Church eventually 
leave the Church because they do not know they are 
the notorious sinners of the village. They eventually 
leave the Church and go their own way because they 
have so much of their own righteousness.  

We need the Lord, we need the gospel, and we 
need the Church all through our lives. That woman 
washed Jesus’ feet with her hair, kissed them, and 
poured the fragrant oil over them. This woman 
poured expensive fragrant oil over the feet of Jesus, 
and this fragrant oil signifies the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, spiritually. This is really happy news, 
beautiful news, and a voice that blotted out the sins 
of humans that is more beautiful than anything else in 
the world is. Absolutely the most beautiful thing, the 
most beautiful story is that the Lord has blotted out 
all the sins of human beings. Fragrant oil is oil and 
the aroma of the oil spreads when we pour it. 
Fragrant oil is many times more expensive than 
perfume. It is oil, but the aroma is very good and 
strong. The fragrant oil signifies that our Lord took 

upon Himself all the sins of us human beings who are 
well-known sinners, all the sins we commit every 
day, all the sins we will commit until the moment of 
death, by receiving the baptism at the Jordan River.  

Who are these people who live such spiritual life? 
They are sinners. Well-known sinners live such a 
life. It is saying spiritually that the woman has given 
all her life to serving the gospel and that it is proper 
for the born-again to devote their lives to the 
preaching of the gospel. However, the Pharisees 
thought that they were more righteous that the 
woman, thinking, “This Man, if He were a prophet, 
would know who and what manner of woman this is 
who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 

Are you a complete sinner before the presence of 
God? Or, are you a person who has a little 
shortcoming before the presence of God? Have you 
ever knelt down as a lowly sinner and confessed, 
“Lord, I am a real sinner” before the presence of 
God? Have you ever been a sinner with your deeds? 
All the people are sinners before the presence of 
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God. However, the Pharisees said, “This Man, if He 
were a prophet, would know who and what manner 
of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a 
sinner.” They figured that she was a complete sinner 
whom they had to point out since she was a sinner 
whose sins were revealed to everybody of the village.  

There are two kinds of sinners: Sinners whose sins 
are revealed on the outside and other sinners whose 
sins have not been revealed yet. We must become 
sinners whose sins are revealed completely before the 
presence of God. We must admit before the presence 
of God that we are complete sinners, not sinners who 
have little shortcomings, and that we, therefore, are 
people who deserve to go to hell. We must know that 
we are complete sinners like that. We must realize 
that we are such people.  

We become thankful to Jesus Christ for taking all 
our sins upon Himself when we come to know that 
we are such grave sinners. That is why we can kiss 
His feet, kiss the work Jesus has done and follow 
Him with thankfulness, and pour fragrant oil on Him 

and serve Him. In addition, we give ourselves for the 
righteous work of spreading the gospel and to live 
together with Jesus. With such faith, the Apostle Paul 
professed, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” 
(Galatians 2:20). How could we be crucified with 
Christ? It was only possible because we could be 
united with Him in His baptism.  

Now, our life is living the life of Christ. Our Lord 
took all our sins upon Himself and saved us when we 
could not help but receive the judgment for our sins, 
die, and go to hell due to our sins. I must live my 
whole life for the Lord since He is the Lord who has 
saved me properly from hell, the Lord who took upon 
Himself even all the sins that I will commit in the 
future because of my weaknesses.  

This woman lived such a life. What kind of person 
poured an alabaster flask of fragrant oil? What kind 
of person received salvation? What kind of person 
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kisses Jesus’ feet? A person who knows that he is a 
sinner who cannot but go to hell, a person who 
knows that there is much sin recorded in his heart, a 
person who knows that he is going to hell in light of 
the Word, receives salvation and kisses Jesus’ feet. A 
person who knows that he is a grave sinner believes 
that Jesus Christ came to this world in human flesh 
and took all our sins upon Himself and fulfilled all 
the righteousness by receiving the baptism in the 
Jordan River at the age of thirty; he believes that 
Jesus Christ died on the Cross; and he believes that 
Jesus Christ was resurrected from death and sits at 
the right hand of the throne of God the Father.  

God gave the remission of sins and the authority 
of becoming the children of God to the people who 
believe in the work of Jesus Christ. Today’s Scripture 
passage says that those who believe that the Lord has 
blotted out all their sins kiss the feet of Jesus. 
Furthermore, it says that people who believe that 
Jesus Christ took all their sins that number more than 

the hairs of their heads upon Himself has received the 
remission of sins.  

 
 

We Who Have Had All Our Sins 
Forgiven  

 
Today’s Scripture passage says, “Simon, I have 

something to say to you.’ So he said, ‘Teacher, say 
it.’ ‘There was a certain creditor who had two 
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to 
repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, 
therefore, which of them will love him more?’ Simon 
answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he 
forgave more.’”  

The Lord said to us that there are two kinds of 
debtors. This means that there are two kinds of 
sinners: One is the sinner whose sins are revealed 
completely and the other is a sinner who thinks he 
has little shortcomings. We are all great debtors 
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before the presence of God. We are grave sinners 
before the presence of God. But, what kind of sinner 
are you? Are you the kind of sinner who cannot help 
but die? Or, are you a sinner who has little 
shortcomings? This is the very critical point as to 
whether you will receive the grace of God or not.  

There are many ‘little sinners’ in this world who 
are in debt for fifty denarii. There are many such 
sinners in the Christian circles today. But there are 
people who are in debt for five hundred denarii, 
people who admit that they cannot stop committing 
sin, people who are destined to go to hell if not for 
God’s grace, if God did not blot out all their sins 
perfectly, if He did not take all the sins of adultery 
and of prostitutes. They are people whose life itself 
consists of sins and sin itself constitutes them. Some 
are simply sinners ethically, but some admit that they 
are grave sinners who cannot but go to hell. There are 
these two kinds of sinners and they both cannot pay 
off the debt in their situations. A little inadequate 

sinner also could not pay that off before the presence 
of God. He could not compensate for his own sins.  

The Scriptures say that the wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). We should receive the judgment and 
die because the wages of sin is death, and this death 
means to be cast into hell and cursed eternally. We 
cannot repay it while we are living because we must 
give up our lives for our sins. Our Lord has written 
off our sins since a person who has committed sin 
must die because the price of sin is death. Our Lord 
has written off all the debt by these two debtors here. 
The Lord forgave sins of all the people; the grave 
sinners and the little sinners alike. We regard 
ourselves as the terrible sinners or the little sinners 
from our human standpoint, but we are all the same 
sinners in light of God’s Word.  

God has written off all the sins of the world. No 
one in the world has sin. Do you think there are still 
sinners? We were sinners before, but we have now 
become righteous. We become righteous when we 
understand that we really are sinners, and believe in 
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the work Jesus has done and kiss His feet. There is 
no sin in this world because Jesus Christ has written 
off all the sins of both kinds of sinners. That all the 
sins were forgiven means Jesus blotted them out by 
paying the wages of sins with His life in our place. It 
means that Jesus took upon Himself all the judgment 
for the sins. Jesus Christ received the baptism for us 
and received the judgment vicariously. Jesus Christ 
did not just do this in word only, but He actually died 
for us.  

Then, who did love the Lord more between the 
two? It means that the one who had more sins written 
off loves the Lord more. The one who had more sins 
written off loves the Lord more. A person who has 
received the remission of all sins loves the Lord and 
serves the Lord to the end. A person who knows that 
he is a grave sinner destined for hell loves Jesus and 
believes this gospel. However, a person who does not 
know that he is such a grave sinner does not believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Jesus said to Simon the Pharisee, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water 
for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.” We 
are thankful because Jesus Christ took all the sins 
upon Himself even though we sin with our hearts and 
actions until we die before the presence of God. 
Therefore, it says that the woman washed the feet of 
Jesus with her tears. It was the tears of thanksgiving.  

On the contrary, this Pharisee did not even give 
Jesus some water to wash His feet when Jesus went 
into his home. The Pharisee did not believe in Jesus 
Christ. He could not serve the Lord because he did 
not believe in Him. God was saying through this 
story that the one who has had more sins written off 
loves the Lord more. The Pharisee was a person who 
was in debt for 50 denarii, a person who thought that 
he had some shortcomings, but not a person who is a 
complete sinner. That is why he did not even bring 
out water when Jesus came to His home. He just 
thought that he had some shortcomings, but he did 
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not acknowledge that he was essentially a grave 
sinner.  

However, this woman was different. Jesus said to 
the Pharisee, “You gave Me no water for My feet.” 
That the Lord said this means that the Pharisee 
thought, “When did You blot out my sin? How could 
You be my Savior? You may be my teacher, but how 
could You be the Son of God?” The Pharisee just 
considered Jesus as a teacher. However, he did not 
believe in Him as the Son of God. He did not believe 
in Jesus Christ who actually blotted out his sins as his 
Savior. Even though he was a sinner, he was just a 
little sinner who had some shortcomings, not a sinner 
destined for hell. He was a sinner who thought he 
would not go to hell even though he had sin a little.  

There are so many Christian sinners with little 
shortcomings in the earth like Simon the Pharisee. A 
sinner with little shortcomings never believes in 
Jesus. He pretends to believe, but never accepts the 
work Jesus Christ has done to blot out all our sins. 
Jesus came to this world and did some works during 

33years of His life, but the Pharisees believe some 
things about Jesus and did not believe in other things. 
That Simon did not give water to Jesus to wash His 
feet means that he did not believe in Jesus as God.  

However, this woman wet His feet with tears and 
washed them with her hair. This woman believed in 
all the works Jesus had done and would do by 
coming to this world. She believed that she was 
really a sinner who could not but die and that Jesus 
blotted out not only one or two sins that she had 
committed, but all the sins that were as thick as 
clouds and cleansed them as white as snow. She 
served the Lord with tears because she was so 
thankful. This woman washed Jesus’ feet with her 
hair. This woman did this because she did not have 
any other way to express thanks and love to Jesus 
who saved her. She expressed her faith like this by 
believing that Jesus Christ took all her sins that 
numbered more than the hairs of her head.  

We confess our faith when we believe in Jesus. 
Most Christians can profess their faith just with their 
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lips, saying, “The Lord took all my sins upon 
Himself and the Lord also took all the sins of the 
world upon Himself as well.” But they have not 
received the remission of sins in their hearts because 
they recognize themselves as little sinners 
fundamentally. However, a person like this woman 
who has received the remission of all her sins that 
were like thick clouds is a person who believes that 
the Lord took all her sins—whether they are specific 
sins or not or whether they are huge sins or not. Such 
a person is so thankful and the Lord is so precious to 
her because she believes that so much sin of her has 
gone over to the head of Jesus Christ through His 
baptism. Such a person is thankful that the Lord took 
upon Himself all his or her sins which are so many. 
Only a person who has ever received the remission of 
all those sins could serve the Lord like that.  

Have you received the remission of sins that 
number greater than the hairs of your head? How 
many hairs has one had for one’s whole life? What is 
surprising is that you sin more than the number of the 

hairs of your head during your lifetime. The woman 
washed the feet of Jesus with her hair. Do you think 
she cared about how she looked when she was 
washing the feet of Jesus with her hair? She washed 
the feet of Jesus with her hair as her face was covered 
with tears. She was saying by this act, “I am thankful 
because I have received the remission of all these 
sins by coming to this world and receiving the 
baptism.” 

Aren’t we such sinners as well? We are sinners 
that commit more sins than the number of the hairs of 
our heads. Not only us, but also all humans are born 
sinners like this woman. Because we sin more than 
the number the hairs of our heads before the presence 
of God during our lifetime, we are sinners who 
cannot but go to hell due to those sins. I do not know 
how many strands of hair we have, but scientists say 
that each person has 100,000~120,000 strands of hair 
as an average. Moreover, because each hair has its 
life span, 100 of them naturally fall out and grow 
back in turn every day. Then, we have so many 
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strands of hair all our lives. However, Jesus Christ 
took all our sins upon Himself. Our Lord knew that 
we would sin more than the number of our hairs. 
Therefore, our Lord came to this world, took all our 
sins upon Himself personally through John the 
Baptist, and died in our place. This is the profession 
of our faith in Jesus. 

Beloved saints, what do you have that is 
righteous? If we are righteous, it is because of the 
faith of believing in Jesus Christ, and not your deeds. 
Isn’t this right? You have nothing that is righteous. 
We human beings are working only for ourselves, but 
we do nothing for God. Are your deeds righteous? 
Are your thoughts righteous? What do you have that 
is righteous? You have nothing that is righteous.  

We must kiss the feet of Jesus Christ. Jesus came 
to this world in human flesh for us humans who sin 
more than the number of the hairs of our heads. 
Then, He took all our sins upon Himself, received the 
judgment, and died in our place at the Cross. And He 
was resurrected from death and now sits at the right 

hand of God the Father. Therefore, we must kiss, by 
believing the Word in light of the Scriptures, the 
work of Jesus recorded through the prophecies in the 
Old Testament and the Four Gospels in the New 
Testament.  

The Lord said to Simon the Pharisee, “You gave 
Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My 
feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 
with fragrant oil.” The woman who knew Jesus 
Christ properly from the moment He entered the 
place kissed Him. Jesus opened the door and entered 
the home of the Pharisee and this woman just went to 
Jesus, held Him, and kissed Him with tears as she 
followed Him. It means that even though we have 
many shortcomings and weaknesses spiritually even 
after we have met the Lord by receiving the 
remission of sin we follow the Lord with 
thanksgiving and the faith of believing because the 
Lord took even all those sins that we commit out of 
our weaknesses.  
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We can receive the remission of sins completely 
just by believing the work the Lord has done for us. 
However, the confession of the remission of sins and 
faith must be practiced on daily basis, and therefore, 
we need our faith every day. We need this every day 
because we are weak. Take a look back at our lives. 
Look back and see how insufficient we are. We sin 
continuously in our lives even after receiving the 
remission of sins because we have shortcomings. 
Therefore, we need to kiss the gospel by believing 
that the Lord even took those sins upon Himself. We 
must also become like this woman spiritually.  

Do you think we become the born again Christians 
just by stepping into Christianity once? We must 
confess our faith on daily basis. We need it until we 
pass away. The Lord asked Peter, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Peter answered and said, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The Lord also 
asked Peter after He was resurrected, “Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” Then he 
said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 

Jesus Christ made His disciples confess their faith 
every day. Jesus made them confess their faith until 
the day He ascended to Heaven. We also must 
profess with our whole heart and with our open 
mouth that Jesus is our Savior. I want you to confess 
your faith without ceasing.  

The Lord said to Simon the Pharisee, “You did not 
anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 
anointed My feet with fragrant oil.” The woman 
poured the fragrant oil over Jesus. This means that 
we must spread the gospel the rest of our lives. We 
must spread the good news to all the people that 
Jesus Christ has blotted out all our sins. You must 
give your life for the gospel. After receiving the 
remission of sins, you must live for the gospel and 
for God, not for yourself. You must give your life for 
the will of Christ. A life of a person who has truly 
been born again must give up his life for the gospel. 
This woman, here, did not live for herself. She gave 
to Jesus the most precious thing among all the 
possessions she had.  
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All the Four Gospels describe that she gave an 
alabaster flask of fragrant oil to the Lord unsparingly; 
she gave the whole bottle of it. I want you to give all 
your life instead of giving it little by little. I want you 
to give your whole life to God. I want you to live the 
life of a genuine Christian by giving your whole life 
to Christ. I want you to give your all for the 
spreading of the gospel. I want you to give all the 
good things you possess to the Lord.  

The Word from today’s Scripture passage says 
that she anointed His feet with the fragrant oil. It 
means that the woman lived a spiritual life. Only a 
person who has become a sinner in the midst of the 
light of the Word receives all the remission of sins as 
a gift. Only the people who have truly become 
sinners in light of God’s Word receive the Word of 
the Truth that blots out the sins through God’s Word. 
It means that a person who acknowledges God’s 
Word accepts and believes God’s Word. Only a 
person who believes this Bible as God’s Word 
accepts and believes God’s Word. Such a person 

receives the grace, the Word, the fact that Jesus 
Christ has blotted out all our sins with the Word.  

However, how about so many people who are not 
spiritual? They do not receive the Word. Some 
people say, “The Scriptures contain human words as 
well as God’s Word. Therefore, the Scriptures could 
have had errors when they were translating, and 
therefore we should accept some parts of the Bible 
and do not accept certain other parts.” The Scriptures 
say God is the light and He reveals what is right and 
wrong for us and reveals the Truth in the midst of 
God’s Word. Only a person who has become a grave 
sinner in the midst of the light, a person who has 
become a notorious sinner through the Word, can 
accept the Word, become righteous, and receive the 
abundant grace of God. However, people who are not 
spiritual do not receive it because they do not know 
it. This Bible is the Truth.  

Some of the Korean theologians have gotten 
together and translated the Bible again. They 
translated for 20 years, and they haven’t produced a 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

137   The Proper Life of Faith 

 

Bible that is equal to the Bible we now have. There is 
a saying that an unskilled craftsman only blames the 
tool. Like this, a person who says that he cannot 
believe Jesus because the Bible is wrong is really a 
wretched person. We have evaluated the new Bible 
with a chapter from the Book of Psalms, and we 
came to a conclusion that the Bible we now use has 
been translated so well. Rather, the new Bible that 
the professors translated for 20 years was worse. It 
cannot even compare with the old version. They were 
just flaunting in their ignorance. Ignorance produces 
blind courage. Translators of the Bible did not 
translate it arbitrarily.  

People who have become sinners by being 
illuminated with the Word receive the grace of God 
in the midst of the light of the Word. The bible says, 
“And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it” (John 1:5). The 
light is referring to God and His Word. We receive 
the remission of sins through God’s Word. God’s 
Word tells us clearly what sin is, what the Truth is, 

what the sin is of blaspheming the Holy Spirit, what 
the judgment is, what faith is, what self-righteousness 
of the human is, and what the righteousness of God 
is. People do not believe the Word because they do 
not know it correctly.  

Do you serve the Lord as you believe in Jesus? 
Or, do you serve the people? Many Christians serve 
the Lord just a little instead of giving all their lives 
and think they have served the Lord well. Is that 
really true? The woman broke the alabaster flask of 
fragrant oil as a whole. She did not just pour a little 
portion of it, but she broke it and poured it all. She 
gave the most important thing of her life as a whole. 
She did this because there was a complete 
transformation of her life.  

Only the grave sinners kiss the feet of Jesus and 
follow Him all their lives. A person who is just a 
little sinner does not kiss the righteous work Jesus 
has done. Only a big terrible sinner, a notorious 
sinner, can kiss Jesus like this woman. However, the 
churches of this world are filled with such little 
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sinners. Such people do not kiss the feet of Jesus. 
They do not kiss the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. A person who does not know his weaknesses 
does not kiss this great Truth. They think they are not 
such sinners and, therefore, that they think there are 
other ways to attain salvation besides the baptism of 
Jesus and His blood. There is only hell for such 
people. They are destined for hell for sure. All the 
half-baked sinners are destined for hell. All the 
people who claim to be sinners with little 
shortcomings are destined for hell.  

However, a person who knows that he is a sinner 
who cannot but go to hell, a person who knows that 
he is destined for hell according to the Word believes 
in the Truth of the fact that Jesus Christ blotted out 
all his sins. Only such terrible sinners kiss the feet of 
Jesus. The conclusion is that a big sinner can receive 
salvation.  

There is a lyric from a hymn that says, “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like 
me.” Only a big terrible sinner kissed the feet of 

Jesus. He kissed the righteous work the Lord has 
done. A sinner who has only trivial sins does not kiss 
Jesus. Therefore, all the little sinners go to hell. A 
person who is in debt for 50 denarii cannot serve the 
Lord, cannot believe in the Lord, and cannot kiss the 
feet of Jesus. They are the Pharisees who lead merely 
a religious life. Religious leader, the holiness-
oriented Christians, and those who do not think they 
are big terrible sinners—they all go to hell.  

The 500 denarii spoken here refer to the spiritual 
grace of God. It means that we cannot receive the 
remission of sins if not for the grace of God. The 
Bible says, “I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, 
your transgressions, And like a cloud, your sins. 
Return to Me, for I have redeemed you” (Isaiah 
44:22). A person who is in debt for 500 denarii, a 
person who cannot but go to hell because he has 
more sins than a thick cloud, believes that Jesus 
Christ blotted all the sins completely at the time He 
received the baptism. A person who has received the 
remission of sins serves the Lord. However, a person 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

139   The Proper Life of Faith 

 

who has received the remission of only original sin 
cannot serve the Lord. We serve the Lord because we 
have received the remission of all the sins. Our Lord 
took upon Himself all the sins we commit every day 
and all the sins we will commit in the future as well. 
Our Lord took all our sins eternally upon Him when 
He came to this world because our Lord is the eternal 
God. Therefore, we have received the remission of 
all our sins for eternity. Only the person who believes 
that Jesus took all his sins upon Himself serves the 
gospel.  

Our Lord asked Simon the Pharisee, “Do you see 
this woman?” Who is this woman? She was the 
notorious sinner of the village. She was a shameful 
person who could not but die. Our Lord saved such a 
person who could not help but go to hell, a person 
who could not but be cursed. That is why this woman 
washed the feet of Jesus with her tears, kissed His 
feet, and washed the feet of Jesus Christ with her 
hair. This woman believed in Jesus Christ with her 
whole heart and lived the life of serving the Lord. 

This woman believed this clear Truth that our Lord 
took upon Himself all the sins that numbered more 
than her own hairs of her head. This woman believed 
with firm conviction that Jesus Christ was her Savior. 
That is why the Lord told the Pharisee look at this 
woman. The Lord was saying that we must believe in 
God like this woman when we believe in Jesus 
Christ.  

Do you see this woman? We have seen what this 
woman had done. The Lord said, “You gave Me no 
water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with 
her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 
You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased 
to kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did not 
anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 
anointed My feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to 
you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven.” The 
Lord was telling us to live a life like this woman. 
That is why the Lord showed this woman to us. This 
woman was an object and example of salvation, and 
her faith was the proper faith. The Lord took all her 
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sins upon Himself perfectly. The Lord said that He 
took all the sins of this woman including her personal 
sins, not just her original sin.  

Take a look at this woman. This woman was in 
debt for 500 denarii and she could not help but go to 
jail because she could not pay off her debt. That is 
why the Lord took upon Himself all the sins of this 
woman. And our Lord is saying to us, “This woman 
believed in me, served me, and witnessed me. So, 
you also must live such a life.”  

Beloved saints, we are also the same as this 
woman. Therefore, we must also live a life the same 
as she did and we can do this. We can do this not 
because we have a resolute heart to live such a life, 
but because our Lord has bestowed grace for us to be 
able to live like that. We are people who need the 
grace of the Lord every day.  

Who among us is righteous by himself? Is there 
anyone among us who has his own righteousness? 
Do we have anything that is intelligent? Only our 
Lord is righteous and only our Lord is wise and able. 

Our Lord who is like that saved us. Look at the 
woman that our Lord was speaking about. I want you 
to believe the perfect salvation our Lord performed 
for this woman, confirm in your hearts the faith of 
this woman that followed and served the Lord, and 
follow after Him with faith before the presence of 
God. Halleluiah!  
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The Results and  
Rewards of Faith 

 
 

< Luke 8:4-10 > 
“And when a great multitude had gathered, 

and they had come to Him from every city, He 
spoke by a parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his 
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; 
and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it 
sprang up, it withered away because it lacked 
moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others 
fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop 
a hundredfold.’ When He had said these things 
He cried, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’ 
Then His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘What does 
this parable mean?’ And He said, ‘To you it has 

been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that 

‘Seeing they may not see, 
And hearing they may not understand.’” 
 

 
What Are the Rewards of Our Faith? 

 
My fellow believers, what kinds of results and 

rewards of faith are there if we believe in Jesus’ 
righteousness? That’s what I’m going to speak about 
today. First, the result of faith in Jesus’ righteousness 
is salvation from sin. People are saved by faith in 
God’s righteousness. What kinds of gifts do they then 
receive if they are thus saved from sin by faith? They 
receive God’s Spirit as a gift. And they obtain the 
Kingdom of God. They come to possess it. In regards 
to the results of faith in Jesus’ righteousness, they 
aren’t just obtaining salvation from sin; they also 
come to obtain the Kingdom of God.  
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However, people who don’t receive the remission 
of sins by faith in the Lord’s righteousness cannot 
enter the Kingdom of God. People who aren’t able to 
receive the remission of sins because they don’t 
believe in God’s righteousness come to receive 
destruction rather than the Kingdom of God.  

The Lord spoke the parable of the sower in Luke 8 
by making a comparison of four kinds of fields. The 
Lord said, “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as 
he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was 
trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it” 
(Luke 8:5). Those seeds could therefore not bear any 
fruit.  

God’s servants and saints sow seeds of the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, the Word of God’s 
salvation, in every heart of this world. They sow the 
seeds of the gospel thus; they sow them on large 
roads, in alleys, in palaces, in shacks, and such that 
they fall equally among everyone, regardless of 
whether they are very learned or have little learning 
and whether they are rich or not. But the Lord said 

that the seeds that fall by the wayside are trampled by 
men and are broken up, and then the birds come and 
devour them. The birds coming and devouring those 
seeds here means that Satan came and devoured the 
seeds of the gospel. The Lord is explaining that the 
preachers of God’s Church sow the seeds of the 
gospel in this world, but many seeds are sown 
uselessly and cannot bear fruit. The gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is being spread to the people of 
this world by the servants of God even now.  

The gospel of the Truth by which one may obtain 
the Kingdom of God is being spread to people’s 
hearts through the Word of God; but many of those 
seeds have wasted uselessly. All living seeds contain 
life; so, it is an absolute principle that buds grow and 
flowers bloom from every living seed. Why would 
some seeds be useless as I just mentioned? That is 
because people’s hearts have not been prepared to 
accept the Word of the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  
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Why then have people’s hearts not been prepared? 
That’s because people have no interest in the results 
and rewards that are obtained by faith in Jesus’ 
righteousness. Believing in Jesus’ righteousness is 
obtaining salvation from sin, and people who have 
thus obtained salvation from all their sins come to 
possess the Kingdom of God as their own. However, 
those who are not prepared with that kind of faith 
have no interest in the Kingdom of God.  

These four fields signify the four states of human 
hearts. The heart of the wayside is so hard that it does 
not allow the seeds to root in its soil. People 
frequently trample on the soil of the wayside, and all 
those seeds cannot take root because the soil is so 
hard. This implies how little interest people have in 
the salvation of their souls. They also have no 
interest in being saved from all the sins they commit.  

My fellow believers, we have gathered in the 
chapel today and are worshipping God. We have 
sufficiently received the remission of all our sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit as 

we have been written-off five hundred denarii of debt 
by Jesus. The question is what the results are when 
we thus receive the remission of all our sins, come 
out to the chapel and worship, praise, and donate 
money to God this way by faith in Jesus’ 
righteousness, His baptism from John the Baptist, 
and His blood of the Cross. We have already been 
saved from all our sins by faith in God’s 
righteousness. The question is what the results are of 
worshipping in God’s Church after we have been 
saved from all our sins.  

The results are that we come to possess the 
Kingdom of God. We obtain salvation by faith in 
Jesus who has come by the water and the blood. And 
the results of thus being saved from all our sins and 
living out our faith is that we obtain the Kingdom of 
God. We receive the Kingdom of God as the reward 
of our faith. If there were no rewards for our faith it 
might seem as if living out our faith in this world 
could really be very meaningless and useless to us. 
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But the Lord said that He doesn’t forget us who 
have received the remission of sins and that He gave 
us the Kingdom of God. What kind of place is the 
Kingdom of God? The Kingdom of God is a place 
where the tree of life bears twelve fruits, each tree 
yielding its fruit every month (Revelation 22:2), 
where there are no insufficiencies, where abundance, 
love, glory, and happiness overflow, and where we 
can enjoy eternal life with the Lord. That is what the 
Kingdom of God is like. This is what we come to 
obtain. Our Lord spoke of the four kinds of fields of 
human hearts in today’s Scripture passage. 

 
 

What Are Seeds Sown by  
the Wayside? 

 
The Lord said Satan devoured all the seeds sown 

by the wayside. This shows that these kinds of people 
are those who have no interest in believing in Jesus’ 
righteousness and, as a result, don’t receive salvation 

from sin. And they are people whose hearts are not 
prepared. Therefore, they cannot be saved even 
though they listen to the Word of God from His 
preachers because they can’t feel the necessity of the 
gospel or the need to believe in it and because they 
don’t know the rewards they will obtain if they 
believe in Jesus.  

And the Lord, speaking of the second kind of 
field, said in Luke 8:6, “Some fell on rock; and as 
soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it 
lacked moisture.” In this case, many people receive 
the Word of God, but they do so in vain in the 
manner of the religions of the world and believe in 
Jesus arbitrarily as they wish. If people believe in 
Jesus as their Savior, they should do so by 
calculating what the results of believing in Him are 
and what they will get for doing so and by seeking 
after those goals, but they can’t do so and they just 
believe in Jesus according to the worldly values on 
their own.  
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A seed that falls on rocks, buds, sprouts and grows 
temporarily. However, the Lord said it dies because 
they have no moisture there; if we continue reading, 
our Lord said afterwards, “It dies because it has no 
root. It cannot bear fruit.” When you believe in Jesus, 
you must do so thinking of the results and rewards of 
believing in Him and having your hearts truly rooted 
deeply in the Word of God. You must find the 
answer of these questions in God’s Word: What 
follows those who believe in God and have been 
saved? How do we live out our faith? Why do I have 
to come out to Church? I want to go out and have a 
good time on such warm spring days; why do I need 
to come out to Church, listen to the Word, and serve 
the gospel? But most Christians have stopped at just 
thinking, “If I believe in Jesus as the Savior, all my 
sins will be gone. And I will be saved.” Therefore, 
this means that their faith dies because they have no 
spiritual purpose, no hope, and no rewards. Such 
people will lose all the blessings and promises of 
God if they quit their lives of faith, quit listening to 

the Word of God, and quit hoping for the Kingdom 
of God.  

I said that the Kingdom of God is the reward for 
believing in Jesus’ righteousness and living out our 
faith till the end. We must deeply believe in the Word 
of God if we wish to obtain the Kingdom of God. 
And we must be deeply rooted in that Word. Our 
faith must be deeply rooted in the Word of God if we 
intend to keep our faith until the end. We must have 
the Word deeply rooted in our hearts. We must 
deeply think whether or not we will live out our faith 
till the end; what the real wisdom is; what the results 
will be for doing something or; in other words, what 
will be lost or gained for doing so; and what will 
happen if we have no interest in those things? We 
must find the answer to those things in the Word of 
God.  

But people stop at the point that they feel great by 
receiving the remission of all their sins. They must 
continue abiding in the Word of God and His 
promises after receiving the remission of all their 
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sins; but these people can’t do that. Therefore, their 
lives of faith become meaningless, and they cannot 
live out their faith to the end. They become like the 
buds that have withered away because they had no 
moisture. The words “Because they lacked moisture” 
refer to the words “because they lacked the Word of 
God.”  

Our souls obtain salvation as a result of believing 
in Jesus’ righteousness. God said that He gives His 
Kingdom as a gift to those who have been saved. My 
fellow believers, you have been saved from all your 
sins. To be saved from all your sins is very precious, 
but so also is to possess the Kingdom of God.  

What is the name of this flower? Deaconess Kim 
told me this morning that it is called ‘allium.’ That’s 
a curious name. It sounds like uranium or plutonium 
that are used to make nuclear bombs. Anyway, these 
plants called allium came about from their seeds; 
those seeds should grow as we see now and bear 
fruit, so what would be the use of them not bearing 
fruit but just growing and then dying? Likewise, we 

say we have received the remission of all our sins, 
but it is just as useless if we aren’t deeply rooted in 
the Word of the Lord so that we cannot live out our 
faith and die in no time because we don’t have the 
Word of God or roots. Dying is the same as never 
having been born. If we can’t possess the Kingdom 
of God even though we believe in Jesus, we have 
believed in Jesus uselessly, and even though we 
believed in Him, the results are the same as if we had 
not.  

Therefore, after being saved from all our sins, we 
must maintain that salvation. We must maintain it 
until the Lord comes and until we go before Him. 
Only then will we be rewarded. If we had no reward 
after receiving the remission of sins, we would try to 
look for it elsewhere. If we couldn’t obtain a reward 
even though we believed in Jesus, we would look for 
secular values somewhere else in this world. But 
when we believe and look for a reward, that reward 
must be worthy of being called a reward. Otherwise, 
we wouldn’t have hearts of those in debt but would 
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rather come to have hearts of creditors to others. We 
would think, “Why is my life like this even though I 
lived believing in Jesus’ righteousness? I should live 
better than that sinner over there in all aspects and 
should get a reward for it, but why do I live in want?” 
If Christians have no interest in the Kingdom of 
Heaven and no faith to obtain it, they will try to 
obtain rewards in other places. They will try to get 
them in secular places. So, they come to think that 
they have received rewards when they receive good 
things of this world and that they haven’t received 
rewards otherwise. Therefore, they are always empty 
and unsatisfied and have incorrect thoughts to try to 
obtain money and worldly things by believing in 
Jesus when they come out to Church and lead a life 
of faith. 

Therefore, we shouldn’t become like the seeds 
that fell on rocks. Seeds that have fallen on rocks 
have to fall down into the crevices of the rocks, drink 
up all the dew before the sun rises, endure when the 
sun shines on them, tear up the rock, erode it, and 

make it into soil in order to live and not die. There 
are tenacious plants like I’m talking about. We who 
have been saved must also set the Kingdom of God 
as our hope and goal, think only of that reward, 
continue living out our faith on this earth, firmly 
believe in the Word, and tenaciously endure until we 
obtain the Kingdom of God as the final reward.  

But people who have no interest in the Kingdom 
of God and have no root try to receive rewards on 
this earth. They become even more empty and 
unsatisfied because they try to receive secular 
rewards on this earth. But you have to remember that 
the Lord told us that the seeds that have fallen on 
rocks couldn’t bear fruit. They were unable to grow 
into complete trees and plants. They grew a little, and 
then died in the middle without being able to bear 
fruit. What is this talking about? It’s talking of 
people who have been saved but can’t bear the fruit 
of salvation. It is a parable that they have been saved 
but have lost their faith that enables them to maintain 
their salvation. 
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People wither like seeds that have fallen on rocks 
if they look for rewards in other things of the world 
because they received the remission of all their sins 
but don’t come out to God’s Church or who have 
been saved but don’t have the Kingdom of God as 
their goal. They cannot bear fruit. They lose their 
faith sooner or later. They come to lose their 
salvation even though they clearly received it. 

Some people say, “This is meaningless. Why do 
you just talk about the gospel everyday? Isn’t there 
anything else?” and they go to some other churches 
even though they have received the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
If we meet them after a while, we see that their 
salvation is not complete. They lose their senses, 
think salvation is in everything, and we see that they 
have lost their salvation in the end. They cannot bear 
fruits that are born in the Kingdom of Heaven. Not 
being able to bear fruit is the same as losing its 
reason for existing. It is the same as the Word that 
says, “It would have been good for that man if he 

had not been born” (Matthew 26:24). That is what 
Jesus said to Judas. Had he never known Jesus or had 
never believed, he would have just lived that way and 
gone to hell. Since it is natural for people to go to 
hell for having sins for not believing in Jesus, it 
suffices to just pass the time that way; Judas believed 
in Jesus once, tasted of the gift of Heaven, and 
thought he had been saved by believing in Jesus but 
then lost his faith after quitting in the middle of the 
way of faith. So, he had no rewards of the results of 
faith in Jesus because he lost his salvation. That is 
because he couldn’t bear fruit. He couldn’t bear fruit 
and just withered away.  

Such people have conviction in their faith at first 
when they go out from God’s Church. ‘They think, 
“I’m definitely not going to lose my faith. I know and 
believe in all the Word.” But, my fellow believers, 
that is not the case.  

Why does the Bible talk of the four kinds of 
fields? Nothing can be done about seeds sown by the 
wayside because they are immediately devoured by 
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birds, but there is moisture above rocks and so seeds 
bud when they fall there. Plants grow after they bud. 
They can become large plants or trees, but these 
seeds died in the middle. This is even unhappier than 
the seeds that fell by the wayside. It’s like what 
happened to Judas. 

 
 

The Second Field Is One in Which 
Seeds Fell on Rocks, Sprang Up, 
Began to Grow, but Died in the 
Middle 

 
The first field couldn’t bud at all; in the case of 

people, it implies those who didn’t believe in Jesus at 
all. But in the case of the second field, they believed 
in Jesus, but they died because their faith wasn’t 
complete. They died because they couldn’t hear the 
pure Word of the Truth. Ultimately, they lose their 
rewards for believing in Jesus. They lose the results 

of their faith as well. These kinds of people are the 
same as those who didn’t believe in Jesus. No, they 
might even be worse off because they have tasted of 
salvation once. Our faith can’t be one like that of the 
seed that fell on the second field of rocks and died. 

 
 

Third Field: “And Some Fell among 
Thorns, and the Thorns Sprang Up 
with It and Choked It” 

 
A seed fell among thorns, sprang up and began to 

grow, but the thorns blocked the seed with shade so it 
couldn’t grow and it ultimately died. The thorns here 
mean the cares of the world such as ‘How should I 
live? What should I eat and drink? I can’t live a life 
of faith if I want to succeed in the world.’ The thorns 
imply to quitting lives of faith because it seems one 
won’t be able to live well in this world if he keeps 
believing in Jesus. Those who have such a thorny 
field of a heart think that they can’t live happily if 
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they believe in Jesus, and thus, they killed the faith in 
themselves by chasing the values of the world 
because they love the world so much. They end up 
killing their faith themselves. It means they kill the 
seeds of faith that were planted in their hearts in 
order to live well in this world. People who have 
received the remission of sins and don’t come out to 
God’s Church because of worries about how they’ll 
live, what they’ll eat, what they’ll drink, and what 
they’ll wear are no different than the people of this 
world.  

Actually, people who don’t come out to the 
Church but work themselves to death and those who 
open their stores on Sunday and tenaciously make 
money are no better off in life than you who live 
coming out to the Church on Sunday, worshipping, 
and working and earning money in the areas that God 
has permitted. Rather, people who come out and 
listen to the Word when it is delivered are better off 
than those who don’t and work during that time 
instead. They don’t listen to the Word of God, just 

work always, and are only interested in earning 
money. Do you think God will bless those kinds of 
people? How can those kinds of people earn money? 
How can they become rich? There are more ways for 
them to spend money; how can they become rich? 

They fall into the cares of the world and worry, 
thinking, “What will I eat? What will I drink? I can’t 
succeed by going to the Church like this. I can’t 
become rich or better than others by doing this.” My 
fellow believers, that’s the way it would seem by 
man’s thoughts of the flesh, wouldn’t it? Worldly 
thoughts are all they are. What those people think are 
not the things in God’s sight. God gives sound sleep 
to those He loves and gives rewards to those who 
fear Him. Blessings can be ours only when God gives 
them to us as it is written,  

“Unless the LORD builds the house, 
They labor in vain who build it;  
Unless the LORD guards the city,  
The watchman stays awake in vain. 
It is vain for you to rise up early, 
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To sit up late,  
To eat the bread of sorrows;  
For so He gives His beloved sleep” (Psalm 127:1-

2). 
The seeds that fell in among thorns ultimately all 

died. They couldn’t get sunlight so could not grow 
and therefore died. They would have withered and 
died. There are a lot of thorn bushes if you go to the 
mountains. Have you ever seen pretty plants growing 
among them? The reason you haven’t is because 
those plants among thorn bushes withered and died. 
They die because the leaves of the thorn bushes cover 
those plants so they can’t get sunlight.  

My fellow believers, you kill the Word of 
salvation planted in your hearts if you think only of 
what you’ll eat, what you’ll drink, or what you have 
to do to live happily. You kill the salvation that is 
planted in you. I hope that we really don’t kill the 
Word of salvation that is planted in us. Your hearts 
must make you come out to God’s Church and listen 
to the Word of God by guiding your bodies, and your 

bodies must help your spirits to be alive by listening 
to the Word of God. Only then will your spirits 
prosper, and your spirits have to prosper for all things 
to prosper and for our bodies to become healthy. Our 
spirits absolutely must prosper. This third field also 
ended up bringing about very unhappy results. 

 
 

The Fourth Field Here Is Very Good 
Ground 

 
The Lord said, “But others fell on good ground, 

sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” Then, 
He said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” He 
said, “Others fell on good ground, and yielded a crop 
a hundredfold” (Luke 8:8), but what kind of ground 
is good ground? A good field is one that is rich and is 
soft so that a seed can be buried well if it falls there; 
one that can hold rainwater when it rains; and one 
that can receive nourishment or rather accept the 
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Word of God when it hears it. The Lord said that 
good ground yields crops a hundredfold.  

My fellow believers, good ground are your hearts 
and mine that accept the Word of God. They are 
hearts that accept and believe in whatever the Word 
of God is and want to receive all the rewards in the 
Word of God. I hope that you have these kinds of 
hearts. Good ground does the work of bearing fruit.  

If you read John 21, Jesus went to meet Peter who 
was fishing and asked him three times, “Do you love 
Me?” (John 21:15-17) Jesus said to Him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you 
girded yourself and walked where you wished; but 
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will gird you and carry you where you 
do not wish” (John 21:18). He said here, “You will 
stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and 
carry you where you do not wish” (John 21:18). We 
who have received the remission of sins shall live by 
faith, and the result of our faith is to obtain the 

Kingdom of God. We receive the Kingdom of God as 
a reward.  

My fellow believers, we are saved and live by 
faith on this earth; we have actually been saved and 
received the reward of serving the Lord, and the 
rewards of this are sufficient. Even though we have 
already received our reward, we must surely decide 
how we will live out our faith till the end, what 
direction we will go, what we will do it for, and 
where we are going to place our hope on. Jesus said 
to Peter, “When you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will gird you and carry you 
where you do not wish” (John 21:18). My fellow 
believers, how do we have to lead a life of faith? 
What do we have to live for? We who have been 
saved must live for those who haven’t been saved 
yet. There are quite a lot of people in this world who 
haven’t yet received the remission of sins. 

You must live for those kinds of people, and even 
if you don’t want to, you must become the people 
who comfort those who need comforting and live for 
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those who are worse off than you if they want to 
accept you. There are times when I get irritated 
because my throat is dry and sore, but I feel even in 
those moments how grateful I am for the work of 
preaching the gospel to all the people of the whole 
world. We will spread this gospel of the water and 
the blood that we believe in to all the people of the 
whole world so that there is no single person who 
doesn’t know it. And they will all learn of the gospel, 
and there will be no need for us to preach the gospel 
any more. That means that I won’t feel the need to 
live a life of faith as a pastor or a preacher. I want to 
end my mission by spreading the gospel to the end of 
this world.  

So, I’ve also had these kinds of thoughts: “There 
will be nothing else for me to do if I spread the 
gospel to the end of this world so that all people learn 
of it. So, my life of faith will also be at an end, but 
what do I have to do after that? The Lord hasn’t 
come yet, and I am still needed by a lot of people, so 
how do I have to live? What is the right thing to do?” 

I have come to think again of what I need to live for 
and the meaning of life. The gospel has yet to be 
preached to the whole world, but looking at things 
with the eyes of faith, the preaching of the gospel is 
getting done, so I thought about what I have to live 
for and what kind of living I have to lead afterwards. 
Then, these Words of the Lord came to me: “You will 
stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and 
carry you where you do not wish” (John 21:18).  

This means that I must live for others needs, and 
my life becomes an altruistic one. This is what that 
means, so are there people who need me? So, I have 
been to hospitals nearby, met the brothers and sisters, 
and met the souls of people in the world. My fellow 
believers, there are quite a lot of people who are 
better off than me in this world. And there are quite a 
lot of people who don’t need me. But I recognized 
that there are more insufficient people in this world 
who need you and me. 

There are a lot of people who need you and me. 
We must live for those people. The Lord said that 
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good fields yield crops a hundredfold. What is the 
meaning of our lives? Isn’t it a worthwhile life for us 
to live for others who need us? We have already been 
saved and obtained the Kingdom of God. The result 
of faith is salvation and the reward of salvation is the 
Kingdom of God.  

But the question is what the saints and servants of 
God must live for after they have been saved. The 
answer is that you must live for those who need you. 
My fellow believers, you need to have some material 
possessions and do some amount of work if you just 
live for yourself. But if we live for the many people 
who are worse off than us and need us, we are on the 
other hand really busy and have quite a lot of works 
to do.  

My fellow believers, it’s good to do that. My 
fellow believers, we must become seeds that have 
fallen in good ground. We must become people who 
bear fruit a hundredfold. If one person spreads the 
gospel to one hundred people, helps them receive the 
remission of sins, helps them completely receive the 

Kingdom of God as a reward, spiritually nourishes 
them, and helps them grow well, the person 
ultimately comes to bear fruit a hundred and a 
thousand fold even though he seems like he is 
spreading the gospel faithfully by himself. If you live 
for others with clear consciences before God by 
becoming good fields of the heart and having good 
faith, you will have fruit a hundredfold, the will of 
God will be fulfilled, and such a life will bring about 
the results that many souls will receive the Kingdom 
of God as a reward. 

We must truly become good fields. We must 
realize what purpose we must live for in our lives of 
faith. Not everyone becomes good fields by just 
hearing the gospel. As I said earlier, three of the four 
fields were all bad, and they ultimately killed all the 
seeds that fell there. My fellow believers, did those 
seeds die or not? They died. Dying here means that 
they didn’t believe in Jesus or that they believed in 
Him in vain. The first field implies a person who 
heard the gospel and died because he didn’t believe 
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it; the second one is a person who believed in Jesus 
and was even saved but whose salvation was not 
complete. He could not bear fruit. In other words, he 
abandoned his faith in the middle. A person of the 
third field did the same as the man of the second 
field. But why did he do that? That happened because 
of the cares of the world, because he didn’t live an 
upright life of faith, because he didn’t live for other 
people, and because he didn’t obey the Word of God.  

But the fourth field that was a good one bore a lot 
of fruit. My fellow believers, I hope that you have 
faith that bears fruit. I hope that you become the 
saints who are awarded the Kingdom of God. And I 
hope that you become God’s laborers. I hope that you 
become God’s true servants.  

My fellow believers, is it over after just being 
saved? No, it isn’t. The Lord said that good fields 
bear fruit a hundredfold. There are quite a lot of 
people in this world who need to hear the gospel 
from you. There are quite a lot of people in this 
world who are more insufficient than you are. We 

must live for those kinds of people. We must live out 
our faith for those kinds of people. We must also 
sacrifice ourselves.  

Which of these four fields are you? You are 
probably not the first one. So, are you the second or 
third one? Are you the second field that listens to the 
Word of the Lord but doesn’t hold to it? Do you 
think you don’t need to live out your faith? Do you 
want to abandon everything concerning your 
salvation and its reward? Or are you the third field 
that wonders what it has to do to live well, wear nice 
clothing, eat well, and receive rewards in this world? 
Or are you the fourth field with good soil? It is hard, 
difficult, and annoying to live for those who need 
you, but are you the kind of people who take care of 
them to the end, go to them, serve them, spread the 
Word to them, and pray for them? Are you people 
who live for those who are worse off than you, not 
better off? We must become good fields. We must 
become fields that live lives of faith and bear fruit to 
the end.  
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We do not all receive the remission of our sins for 
just believing in Jesus as our Savior; we can’t keep 
our faith until the end just because we received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. If we intend to keep our faith in 
the gospel till the end and completely receive the 
Kingdom of God as a reward, we must follow God’s 
will. That is what a good field is. Only that kind of 
field can bear fruit a hundredfold by living a life of 
faith and keeping that faith till the end. Those kinds 
of people can receive the Kingdom of God as a 
reward.  

But what happens to the fields that aren’t good? 
They are all thrown into the fire. What happens to 
dead trees? What happens to dried grass? Aren’t they 
used for making fire? We have been saved; we 
shouldn’t stop at that but must become good fields. 
We must live altruistic lives. We must live for people 
who are worse off than we are. This is the life of a 
Christian. This kind of life is truly that of people who 
believe in Jesus. Your faith and mine is living for 

people worse off than we are, living in order to help 
the sinners to be saved. It is the orientation of our 
faith. We must live this way. We must become good 
fields.  

But there are also people among us who, as sad as 
it is, are not good fields but are instead fields that 
quit the faith of good fields in the middle and end in 
vain because they are the second or third field. There 
are people like that among God’s laborers as well as 
among the saints. But the result of their choice is not 
the Kingdom of God; it is being burned in fire.  

My fellow believers, we who are the saints of God 
must also comfort one another, give strength to one 
another, and pray for one another. And we must pray 
for people who have not yet been saved and become 
a grain of wheat for them. The Lord said, “Unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain” 
(John 12:24). We must live the rest of our lives for 
those who need us.  
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The Flow of Blood Stopped  
By the Lord’s Power 

 
 

< Luke 8:40-48 > 
“So it was, when Jesus returned, that the 

multitude welcomed Him, for they were all 
waiting for Him. And behold, there came a man 
named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and 
begged Him to come to his house, for he had an 
only daughter about twelve years of age, and she 
was dying. But as He went, the multitudes 
thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of 
blood for twelve years, who had spent all her 
livelihood on physicians and could not be healed 
by any, came from behind and touched the border 
of His garment. And immediately her flow of 
blood stopped. And Jesus said, ‘Who touched 
Me?’ When all denied it, Peter and those with him 

said, ‘Master, the multitudes throng and press 
You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’’ But Jesus 
said, ‘Somebody touched Me, for I perceived 
power going out from Me.’ Now when the woman 
saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; 
and falling down before Him, she declared to Him 
in the presence of all the people the reason she 
had touched Him and how she was healed 
immediately. And He said to her, ‘Daughter, be of 
good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in 
peace.’” 

 
 

Was She Healed of Her Flow of 
Blood? 

 
My fellow believers, it is now fall. The weather 

and my mood are good because it is cool. You may 
fall asleep because of the good weather and doze 
your time away. But that’s no excuse to sleep during 
sermons. Brethren, you, too, are very glad that it’s 
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fall, aren’t you? We don’t mind working and thinking 
it would be great to play soccer. Exercising is hard in 
the summer because it’s so hot, but we want to do so 
now that fall is here. 

Today’s Scripture passage is the account of a 
woman who had a flow of blood met Jesus and the 
disease was cured. It is recorded that while Jesus was 
on His way to heal the daughter of Jairus, a ruler of 
the synagogue, a woman who had been afflicted by a 
flow of blood for twelve years touched the border of 
Jesus’ garment and was healed. 

What kind of disease was the flow of blood that 
this woman had? It is called a flow of blood because 
a person with the disease wouldn’t stop bleeding; it 
was a very exhausting disease. If a person caught this 
disease, he or she would never stop bleeding. If you 
and I put ourselves in this woman’s shoes, we might 
feel miserable every moment we bleed.  

Actually, before we were born again, we were also 
spiritually just like this woman who had a flow of 
blood. Like this woman, we, too, couldn’t help but 

live committing sins everyday; we were people who 
couldn’t guarantee we wouldn’t commit sins again 
and couldn’t help but commit them continually, no 
matter how often we wiped them clean through 
prayers of repentance. We were those kinds of human 
beings before God. But it is written that this woman 
who had been afflicted with a flow of blood for 
twelve years and couldn’t be healed by anyone 
touched Jesus’ garment by faith and was healed. 

Before, you and I also lived in this world 
continually committing sins; there wasn’t a day we 
didn’t. We committed sins, offered prayers of 
repentance, committed more sins, and offered more 
prayers of repentance everyday when we were 
leading religious lives in Christianity. And some non-
Christian religions say that your sins disappear if you 
conjure spells, and some say that you must perform 
duties of service as the price of sin. But since 
people’s sins don’t disappear by those things, we 
always continued day by day with no way to break 
free of sin’s bondage.  
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But the Bible says that healing power came out 
from Jesus as soon as this woman who had a flow of 
blood touched His garment and she was healed 
immediately. The cleansing of our sins was the same. 
It was the same to both you and me. Until the time 
we became the righteous by believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, we spiritually had a flow 
of blood; we couldn’t help but commit sin everyday; 
and we could not help but live wiping those sins 
clean again and again, piling them up in the backyard 
of our hearts without end. But we remember that our 
sins stopped and totally disappeared all at once by 
believing in the righteous work of salvation that our 
Lord had performed. We are actually people who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
is like a miracle, and it is our duty to believe in it and 
spread it. Our Lord came to this earth in order to save 
us from all our sins, was baptized by John the Baptist 
in order to fulfill all God’s righteousness, thus took 
all the sins of the world, hung on the Cross and died 
for us vicariously there, and saved us from all the 

sins of the world at once and for all, by being 
resurrected from the dead. Everyone who knows and 
believes in this merciful salvation can be cleansed of 
all his or her sins.  

Some people might think that the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is just merely a doctrine of 
Christianity, but that gospel Truth of power is not a 
doctrine of Christianity and is actually amazing. If 
we think of our past, future, and present, we really 
cannot help but say that the work our Lord had done 
to eliminate all our sins at once and for all through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the truly 
amazing gospel of salvation. If we know the 
righteousness of the Lord who came to eliminate all 
our sins, if we believe in and know the righteousness 
of the Lord who accomplished God’s righteousness 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we 
must realize that all our sins have been taken care of. 

This gospel is something we are truly grateful for; 
that is because all we did was believe in our Lord’s 
baptism and His blood of the Cross with which He 
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came to this earth and took all the sins of the world 
for us, and all the sins that were in our hearts 
disappeared all at once. Before we were born again, 
those many sins we had didn’t go away even though 
we offered prayers of repentance while fasting, did 
good works, made a lot of donations, and went to a 
lot of meetings in order to eliminate them. But they 
all ended at once when we just accepted the Word 
and work of Jesus, that He carried all the sins of this 
world at once by being baptized by John the Baptist 
in the Jordan River, went and died on the Cross, and 
was resurrected from the dead. It is just as you read 
here about the flow of blood from the woman going 
away. This woman couldn’t be treated by any 
physician in the world, either, but she could be 
healed by meeting and having faith in Jesus who is 
righteous.  

My fellow believers, we have also received the 
remission of all our sins at once by the power of the 
Lord’s gospel of the water and the Spirit. The Lord’s 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is truly powerful 

and amazing. In order to save us from the sins of the 
world, the exalted Lord saved us believers from all 
curses at once by coming to this earth, being baptized 
by John the Baptist, shedding His blood on the Cross, 
and being resurrected from the dead. We can know 
how we could become sinless people now by 
pondering on the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We are very thankful for the Lord’s mercy and for 
His powerful gospel. If we had lived until now with 
all our sins, we would probably have gone crazy and 
be about to die. 

Long ago, I thought salvation was only in the 
blood of Jesus shed on the Cross and clung to that 
idea, no matter how much I researched the Word of 
God and thought about the cleansing of mankind’s 
sins. And I offered prayers of fasting, meditated on 
the Word of God in order to learn the true gospel, 
and wondered whether or not this or that was the 
Truth, but I ultimately gave up because I was tired of 
thinking about it. No matter how hard I tried to solve 
the problem of my sins, it ended up in vain finding 
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no way out. I could figure out the solutions to most 
problems by organizing my thoughts, but I couldn’t 
figure out the solution to the problem of my sins.  

We believed in Jesus and His blood of the Cross, 
but what ultimately happens if we committed sins 
again? We would have to offer more prayers of 
repentance, but we would become shameless after 
doing so and have desires that the Lord go back on 
the Cross and shed His blood and die for us again. 
However, we still could not but commit quite a lot of 
sins. But our Lord eliminated all our sins once and 
for all by coming to this earth, taking all our sins at 
once and for all through His baptism, hanging and 
shedding His blood on the Cross, and being 
resurrected from the dead. He is truly powerful, and 
in order to eliminate our sins by that power, He 
completely saved us all at once by coming to this 
earth, being baptized by John the Baptist, shedding 
His blood on the Cross, and being resurrected from 
the dead. 

 

This Is the Power of the Lord’s 
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit 

 
The power of the Lord’s gospel is just like the 

power of the Lord that stopped the woman’s flow of 
blood that she had for twelve years. All she did was 
come up behind Jesus and lightly touch the border of 
His garment. It is just like all the sins that were inside 
us being completely eliminated by faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit that came to us. So, we 
have come to live righteous lives in which we have to 
spread God’s righteousness. We have now become 
people full of the Holy Spirit by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. All our sins were 
remitted completely and at once by the baptism Jesus 
received in the Jordan River. 

We always commit sin because we are weak 
people, but all of our sins were eradicated through 
the Lord’s righteousness. Both the woman who was 
healed of her bleeding by touching Jesus’ garment 
and we who have been cleansed of all sins by 
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believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
have truly put on the same grace of salvation. The 
works of the power of God that were brought about 
to this woman have now arisen to us believers in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. The Lord said, 
“Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made 
you well. Go in peace” (Luke 8:48); we have 
likewise received the remission of all our sins at once 
by faith in the righteous work of salvation that the 
Lord performed. My fellow believers, have you 
received the remission of all your sins at once by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit?  

All we did was believe in the work of atonement 
that the Lord accomplished, didn’t we? We just 
accepted the gospel of the water and the Spirit in our 
hearts by faith, and that faith wasn’t even very 
strong. But what has happened to our spirits? All our 
sins were completely eradicated at once with nothing 
left. The Lord eliminated all our sins at once by being 
baptized by John the Baptist and shedding His blood 
on the Cross in order to save us from the sins of the 

world. This is God’s righteousness and the gist of the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Jesus Christ who is 
God loved us, so He eliminated all our sins at once 
by being baptized by John the Baptist, shedding His 
blood on the Cross, and being resurrected from the 
dead. If you read John 3:16, it says, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son”; 
He so loved us that He gave His Son and saved us all 
at once by having Him be baptized by John the 
Baptist, having Him die on the Cross, and having 
Him be resurrected from the dead. God’s beloved 
Son came to this earth because He so loved us, 
carried the sins of the world by being baptized by 
John the Baptist, and hung and died on the Cross. 
God so loved us that He was resurrected from the 
dead and thus saved us from all our sins once and for 
all. This is the amazing power of God’s gospel. We 
were saved from all our sins by knowing and 
believing in the power of this gospel of the water and 
the Spirit which is the Truth of salvation.  
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However, there are still many people who haven’t 
received the cleansing of their sins because they 
don’t believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
This is the problem. God did this work of salvation 
because He loves all humanity. Then, what is so good 
about them that they have a reason not to be able to 
believe the good news of salvation that God gave? 
What is there for them to obtain by their thoughts? 
God saved us from all our sins by the power of the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit; can’t they figure 
out whether or not they have sins through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit? All of us had sins before 
God, but didn’t all the sins of the world go over to 
Jesus Christ when He was baptized by John the 
Baptist? And can’t we know that He received the 
judgment of all those sins and eliminated them?  

My fellow believers, what kind of conditions are 
needed when you receive this love of God? God 
loves us out of His compassion; He doesn’t demand 
anything of us in return. God’s love requires nothing 
from us. It is unconditional. Isn’t it? That is the love 

that God gives to human beings. In other words, He 
shows us His love of salvation without price. God 
gave us the love of pure salvation that does not 
demand compensation. God the Father loves us with 
His absolutely unconditional and merciful love 
because we are in the likeness of His image. In order 
to eliminate all our sins for once and for all, God the 
Father saved us from all our sins at once by sending 
His only begotten Son to this earth, having Him be 
baptized by John the Baptist, having Him die on the 
Cross, and having Him be resurrected from the dead. 
Because God thus loved us absolutely and 
unconditionally, He made it so that you and I could 
obtain salvation from all our sins by knowing and 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We must realize that the Lord saved us from all our 
sins at once because God loved us unconditionally 
and regarded us with compassion. This is the 
salvation and power of God.  

We arrive at the salvation from all our sins when 
we believe in God’s righteousness, but even so, many 
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people still don’t believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit that is God’s righteousness. People like 
that have truly stubborn hearts and rely more on their 
good works than God’s. They are very vicious 
people. In Luke, someone came up to Jesus and said, 
“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 
18:18) Such people are prone to reject Jesus’ good 
works because they think they have much of their 
own righteousness. Many people go to hell for 
standing against God’s righteousness because they 
still believe that their own thoughts are right. Our 
uprightness is nothing before God’s righteousness. 
We have no goodness but rather have only sin. 
Mankind does good works and makes sacrifices for 
themselves, but they don’t have true goodness. 
Human goodness is false and fake. Mankind lives in 
existences that cannot love without price or 
conditions like God. We must keep in mind that only 
God can regard us with compassion and love us 
unconditionally. Only the Lord regarded you and me 
with compassion, loved us unconditionally, and 

saved us from all the sins of the world through His 
righteous love and the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. He loved us with unchanging love. We must 
believe in the salvation with which He saved us from 
all our sins by the gospel Truth of the water and the 
Spirit. We must know and believe that the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is the Truth of salvation 

Today’s Scripture passage says that the woman 
here who had a flow of blood lightly touched just her 
finger to Jesus’ garment and was healed at once. That 
woman was healed with faith in the power of the 
Lord. God is the God of power. He doesn’t lie, and 
our Savior Jesus Christ is God. God the Father loved 
us, so He sent Jesus Christ who came to this earth, 
was baptized, died on the Cross, was resurrected 
from the dead, and saved us. We must believe in that 
fact. We must believe in the work of salvation that 
Jesus Christ had done. A person cannot have the 
grace of the remission of sins if he doesn’t believe in 
the work that Jesus Christ accomplished.  
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This woman was healed of her illness by the 
power of the Lord when she touched His garment by 
faith. You must also believe in the work that the Lord 
performed by thinking, “Oh, He saved us through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit! So, I have no sins, 
all the sins I had went over to Jesus at once, and He 
received all the judgment for them.” We must 
believe, “So, our Lord is our Savior who saved us 
from all our sins, and He is our Redeemer.” This 
faith is that which is referred to in the Word when it 
says, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and 
it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you” 
(Matthew 17:20). The Bible says, “For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 
as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith’” 
(Romans 1:17).  

Did you know how sinners become the righteous? 
The Bible said, “For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith.” No matter how 
unilaterally God saved us or no matter how 

unconditionally He has saved us with His love, 
salvation has absolutely nothing to do with us if we 
don’t truly believe that fact from our side. The Bible 
said, “From faith to faith.” We have received the 
remission of sins only by faith in God’s 
righteousness. And we have obtained eternal life. 
Therefore, the Bible said, “The just shall live by 
faith.” We now live by faith in God’s righteousness. 
We become God’s laborers if we believe in God’s 
righteousness and unite with God’s Church even if 
we come up against difficulties. This faith isn’t 
theoretical; it can actually be working when we have 
faith in the gospel of God’s power. 

 
 

The Lord Bestows the Power of 
Salvation on Those Who Know and 
Believe in His Righteousness 

 
Therefore, the biggest sin in this world is not 

believing in the work of salvation God has done for 
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us by His unconditional love and the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Can God lie to us? He can never 
lie. So, why do people not believe in Him? The 
works that God did are also written in the Bible; how 
can people not believe in their own salvation even 
after looking at the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
from the Bible? They can’t believe by reading the 
Word of God, so they need visions and miracles 
before they believe in Him? People who are to 
believe in God only by those things aren’t trying to 
believe in God’s righteousness but are instead trying 
to believe in their own righteousness. They will come 
to believe in the power of outrageous mysticism that 
comes about by Satan doing his works. Those people 
think that God’s power and miracles are more 
important than His righteousness. God permits these 
people to fall into destruction by allowing them to 
observe and believe in these false miracles preformed 
by Satan. 

That kind of faith is not believing in God’s 
righteousness. We must know God’s righteous work 

of salvation: We have to believe in our hearts that He 
became our Savior in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. When we believe in God’s righteousness, that 
power falls upon us and we are saved. We thereby 
come to be able to live before God according to His 
will by faith after we have been saved from all our 
sins. You have now become able to live by faith in 
God’s righteousness even if you come across 
unexpected difficulties. 

 
 

The Most Wicked People in This 
World Are Those Who Advocate 
Their Own Righteousness. People  
Who Think Their Own Thoughts to 
Be Righteous Are the Most Wicked in 
This World 

 
The most wicked and rude people before God are 

those who thus ignore and don’t believe in the Word 
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of God. It says in today’s Scripture passage that this 
woman went to many physicians but could not be 
healed. That means that our good works and those of 
many other people could not eliminate our sins. The 
faith of those who think themselves as practitioners 
of goodness is like the tunics of fig leaves of Adam 
and Eve. They sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves coverings after committing sin against 
God. Such faith is useless and ripped out easily no 
matter how carefully they care for it. People who 
believe that they do good works have faith like that 
of Adam and Eve in the Old Testament era making 
and wearing skirts of fig leaves. These people are the 
same as people who are trying to cover their sins 
with their religious lives. When a person makes 
clothing of fig leaves and wears them, the leaves 
completely dry out and break up after two or three 
days of wear so that he can’t wear them anymore. 
Contrary to the tunics of skin that God made for 
them, garments made of fig leaves dry out and break 

up when they are exposed to sunlight because they 
are of plants. 

Man’s righteousness and good deeds are the same 
as those fig leaves. So, the clothing of fig leaves 
imply the righteousness of man in the Bible, while 
the tunics of skin that God made for Adam and Eve 
spiritually refer to the righteousness of God that 
never wear out. God wanted to make and clothe man 
in the clothing of His righteousness. The clothing of 
His righteousness is that of skin. It is the same as 
fulfilling God’s justice by transferring sinners’ sins to 
a sacrificial animal by the laying on of hands and 
killing it vicariously. This was the offering in which 
God had the sacrificial offering receive the 
transference of man’s sins, had it killed, and received 
its life as the wages of sins.  

God allowed people who believe in the Truth of 
salvation appointed by Him this way to be saved 
from all their sins. This is the way God saved us. 
Therefore, people who don’t believe in God’s 
righteousness but rather believe in their own 
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righteousness are of Satan. The faith that God wants 
is one that believes in and depends on His 
righteousness, not ours. It is the same before and 
after we receive the remission of our sins.  

There are some people who stay in God’s Church 
for a little while and then leave. They do so because 
they don’t recognize God’s Church. But people 
staying in the Lord’s Church by faith devote 
themselves to the work of saving sinners with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. If you left God’s 
Church because you didn’t believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit even though you had heard it, 
you would come to eternally fall away from God. We 
must know that it is a truly great blessing that you 
and I received the remission of sins by believing in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We could not 
help but live our whole lives buried in sin, but we can 
now live for the work of God by faith because of 
God’s righteousness.  

My fellow believers, how agonizing was it for us 
to be bound by sin? Have you ever been tormented 

because you were bound by sin? Didn’t you think 
that you had to do something yourself to get away 
from them? There was a person who thought that he 
had done a lot of good, went up to Jesus, and 
challenged Him, asking, “What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (Luke 18:18) Turn around and believe 
in God’s righteousness if you are like the young man 
who said, “All these things I have kept from my 
youth. What do I still lack?” (Matthew 19:20) Then, 
God’s righteousness, not yours, will save you. 

You must now come back to God and believe in 
God’s righteousness. There are many people who 
must abandon their own righteousness even after they 
have believed in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Those are people who say, “Try to be as good 
as I am.” All of us are people who truly can’t do 
good before God whether it is before or after we have 
received the remission of sins. You must know that 
we are those kinds of beings.  

Is there anyone who is still tormented because of 
one’s hypocritical goodness? God breaks to pieces all 
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those people’s good works by making them suffer, 
and He makes them give up before His righteousness. 
God wants to make you as such that you only depend 
on and hold onto His righteousness. This is His will 
that shows His righteousness. People who may 
advocate their false goodness before God are the 
same as people who hand-shovel before an 
excavator. I don’t know if the comparison is exactly 
right, but they are like people who shovel before an 
excavator. One move of the bucket of an excavator 
sends large rocks out of the way, and it gets rid of 
large piles of dirt in just a few movements; can a 
person before that excavator say that he shovels 
well? This is the way it is for people who advocate 
man’s righteousness.  

No matter how much man offers prayers of 
repentance and does good works, can they eliminate 
as many sins as when Jesus took all the sins of the 
world by being baptized by John the Baptist? No, 
they can’t. Isn’t that true? Try shoveling hard for a 
month. A bulldozer coming and only pushing dirt 

around once is much better. This comparison isn’t 
exact, but that is the difference between mankind’s 
work and that of God. How much work can man do? 
And how many things are there that man is good at? 
There is absolutely nothing to be proud of before 
God.  

So, we must believe in God’s righteousness, and 
there is no other choice. We must believe in Him like 
the woman who merely touched Jesus’ garment and 
was healed of her flow of blood. If we just believe in 
our hearts in the work that Jesus had done for our 
salvation, that is, the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, all the sins that were in our hearts are just 
gone all at once. We become God’s children by faith 
in His righteousness. And I believe that all our 
problems are solved if we just believe in and rely on 
God’s power. Therefore, it is extremely important to 
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit that is the 
profound Truth of salvation, and people who believe 
in it are wise. 
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If there are any among you who don’t believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, first abandon 
your righteousness. And concretely think of your 
wickedness and sins before God. People who don’t 
believe the Word of God because they are evil must 
be very wicked people. There are usually a lot of 
people like that who think they are good before God. 
They must first remove their righteousness and 
hypocrisy by the knowledge of the Truth. They must 
concretely think of their mistakes and which 
commandments they broke before the Word of the 
Law of God. 

If you speak to those people as though you don’t 
care about them at all, they know nothing of their 
wickedness and don’t try to listen to God’s 
exhortation. They listen to the Word of God 
inattentively and ignore most of it. If someone went 
up to them and said, “I am insufficient,” those people 
would counter with “Yeah, you’re insufficient, but 
I’m not.” If we think a person we are speaking with 
is someone who advocates their own righteousness 

and tell them that we are insufficient, we must know 
that they will ridicule us. They will ridicule us, 
saying, “Go ahead and believe in that, you dumb ass. 
I don’t think I need to. From what you’ve said, it 
seems that Jesus is a good match for you but not for 
me.” Actually, the Lord’s gospel of the water and the 
Spirit perfectly matches everyone; even though Jesus 
is the Savior of all people, some people don’t believe 
in His Word because they think they have a lot of 
their own righteousness. You must remember that 
your good works are never enough to show off before 
God. You must know the fact that only God is 
righteous and good. 

My fellow believers, we’re having revival 
meetings and doing the work of the world mission 
this fall as well. We work and pray in order to serve 
the Lord’s righteousness, and the day the Lord will 
come is not far away. Since I’ve already delivered 
the Word in Revelation sufficiently to you, I don’t 
want to speak of what will happen in the end 
anymore if possible. Even so, if I were to say one 
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thing, you see that the world’s economy is starting to 
decline, don’t you? And the decline is unfolding 
more rapidly as time goes on. You probably also 
have a good understanding of how fast all the things 
in the world are changing. The world changes 
extremely quickly. So, I don’t think that there are a 
lot of opportunities left to spread this gospel of the 
water and the Spirit to the whole world. Now that 
there is still peace, we must spread the gospel of 
God’s righteousness to all the population of the 
world. We won’t be able to spread the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit when the time of tribulation 
comes. 

When we cannot spread the gospel of God’s 
righteousness and when the time comes that our 
bodies can barely keep living, I think that the only 
thing left for us then is that we will be martyred. My 
fellow believers, after we have spread this gospel of 
righteousness to a certain extent, there will be signs 
that the Lord is coming. Then, the Lord will come 
soon after that. We have that kind of faith and it is 

certain. Before that, we must spread the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit to as many people as possible. 
We must spread the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
to all people and pray for them, including people who 
act smart, those who are blind, and those who have 
flows of blood. If they pretend to have done a lot of 
good works, you will also have to do so even though 
you are not inclined to. People are actually all the 
same if you compare them to one another. Anyone is 
as good as they are. Anyway, people’s good works 
are nothing before God, but I think everyone is about 
the same when we compare people to one another. 

There is a Korean saying that goes, “Rain water 
dripping from the eaves can make a hole on a corner 
stone.” If you persistently spread the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, other people will also at 
sometime believe in it and come to receive salvation. 
No matter how many good works a person might 
have, they will believe and come to obtain salvation 
if they awaken to the Lord’s righteousness. If we try 
for a long time, they will realize they have no 
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righteousness of their own, and they will come to be 
saved by believing in God’s righteousness. But most 
people who have nothing to show off are prone to 
hold onto their hypocrisy; actually, the only reason 
for that is that they want to hide their insufficiencies. 
We must shatter those thoughts for them. That is the 
way to truly help them. What will happen to them if 
we can’t shatter their hypocrisy with the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? Then the only thing left for 
them is to be thrust into the fires of hell. We must 
help them through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit before that happens. 

As such, there are many people in this world who 
hold onto their own righteousness; however, there are 
also many people on the other hand who give up their 
lives completely due to their lacking. There are 
people who think, “I am a person who only commits 
sin and can’t do anything because I am insufficient.” 
They are people who will believe in God’s 
righteousness for that reason. My fellow believers, 
we must spread the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

to them by adapting to the states they are in because 
there are several kinds of people in this world. 

I don’t know if it’s because I’m being sentimental 
now because it’s fall, but I often have thoughts about 
things that happened to me before I received the 
remission of sins. I was so tormented then because of 
my sins, the days were really hard for me. So, I 
wanted to know the Truth of the genuine gospel and 
asked a lot of people, but there was no one who knew 
of it. Especially, I wanted to know why Jesus had 
been baptized by John the Baptist. But no one tried to 
concretely figure out the reason why Jesus was 
baptized. And there was no one who knew the Truth 
when I asked them about the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit after I came across the Lord’s 
righteousness, either. I always had a lot of interest in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. So, I had read 
through the Bible several times and studied theology, 
too. The question in my heart that was the hardest to 
figure out was why Jesus was baptized. I couldn’t 
figure out why He was baptized by John the Baptist. 
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So, I asked countless questions to famous theologians 
and pastors, prayed and supplicated countless times, 
and bought and read books about this subject. 
However, my sins could not be cleansed through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit because I didn’t 
know about it.  

Then, just as a beacon does not shine on its own 
base, the answer of the Truth is in the Scriptures: I 
finally obtained the answer to my question in the 
Bible. In Matthew 3:15, it says, “Thus it is fitting for 
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Righteousness here is 
‘Yi’ (義) in Chinese characters; and this letter is 
composed of two component letters—that is, ‘Yang’ 
(羊) which means ‘sheep’ and ‘Wo’ (我) which 
means ‘I.’ In other words, it means, “I have become a 
righteous person because of a sheep. That is, I have 
become a sinless person thanks to the sacrificial love 
of the Lamb.” It is very interesting that taking apart 
this Chinese character is similar to the will of the 
Lord.  

Let’s take a closer look at it through the Greek, 
the original text language of the New Testament. The 
word ‘for thus’ is ‘οϋτως γάρ’ (hutos gar) in Greek, 
which means ‘just in this way,’ ‘most fitting,’ or 
‘there is no other way besides this.’ This word shows 
that Jesus took the sins of humankind onto Him 
irreversibly and most properly through the baptism 
He received from John the Baptist. 

In other words, Jesus had to be baptized by John 
to fulfill all of God’s righteous work or, in other 
words, our salvation by all sins going over to Jesus. 
All of my sins left my body the moment I awoke to 
God’s righteousness in the Word of God. All my sins 
ended after I concretely knew all the meaning of that 
Word through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
In an instant, my sins withdrew and my soul became 
brightened by the light of God’s Truth that I came to 
know. It was just like a dark room becoming bright 
as soon as I flipped the switch. My heart that had 
been gloomy and dark because of my sins became 
peaceful; peace like a river that cannot be fully 
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expressed in words came to my heart. And all my 
questions were resolved as the Word of the Bible 
entered my heart. All the Word of the Bible came to 
me as new enlightenment. “Oh! That’s what this 
Word means!” The Words of the Truth in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit resolved all the sins that 
were in my heart at once. 

My fellow believers, God saved you and me from 
all the sins of the world by His righteousness. When I 
think of the grace with which God saved you and me 
from all our sins, all I can do is be thankful. God 
saved you from all the sins of the world just like He 
saved me from all my sins, and He saved all the 
people around you and all the people of the world 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit just 
like He saved you from all your sins. Therefore, 
people who don’t believe in God’s righteousness 
cannot avoid going to hell.  

You must be saved from your sins by believing in 
the Lord’s righteousness. Not believing in God’s 
righteousness is the biggest evil. And it suffices for 

you to live relying on God’s righteousness after you 
believe in the true gospel and receive the remission 
of sins. Of course, there will be times of distress in 
your body and spirit even after being born again. It is 
also evil for you to not rely on the Lord’s 
righteousness and to try to live by your own strength 
in such times. The Bible said, “Now the just shall 
live by faith” (Hebrews 10:38). I hope that you will 
also rely on God’s righteousness. 

If we rely on and believe in our Lord’s 
righteousness, miraculous works will arise by His 
power. I give thanks to God who saved us from all 
our sins. Do you give thanks to Him, also?  

It is really nice that the wind is cool now that it is 
fall. Spiritual and physical difficulties always come 
to us, but I hope that they will all be resolved in the 
Lord. I believe that the Lord will resolve them all if 
we hope and ask for that. But since we don’t rely on 
the Lord’s righteousness and live whatever way we 
want, God gives us difficulties to teach us how to 
rely on Him. God gives us difficulties to help us stop 
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being stubborn, help us live seeking His 
righteousness, and in order to guide us. 

My fellow believers, if you look to God’s 
righteousness, believe in it, and wait. Then, you will 
see that He will resolve all your problems. We are 
living by that kind of faith in God’s righteousness.  

I give thanks that God gave us His righteousness. 
Hallelujah!  
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On Whom Bestows God  
The Grace of His Power? 

 
 

< Luke 8:40-56 > 
“So it was, when Jesus returned, that the 

multitude welcomed Him, for they were all 
waiting for Him. And behold, there came a man 
named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and 
begged Him to come to his house, for he had an 
only daughter about twelve years of age, and she 
was dying. But as He went, the multitudes 
thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of 
blood for twelve years, who had spent all her 
livelihood on physicians and could not be healed 
by any, came from behind and touched the border 
of His garment. And immediately her flow of 
blood stopped. And Jesus said, ‘Who touched 
Me?’ When all denied it, Peter and those with him 

said, ‘Master, the multitudes throng and press 
You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’’ But Jesus 
said, ‘Somebody touched Me, for I perceived 
power going out from Me.’ Now when the woman 
saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; 
and falling down before Him, she declared to Him 
in the presence of all the people the reason she 
had touched Him and how she was healed 
immediately. And He said to her, ‘Daughter, be of 
good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in 
peace.’ While He was still speaking, someone 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, 
saying to him, ‘Your daughter is dead. Do not 
trouble the Teacher.’ But when Jesus heard it, He 
answered him, saying, ‘Do not be afraid; only 
believe, and she will be made well.’ When He 
came into the house, He permitted no one to go in 
except Peter, James, and John, and the father and 
mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for 
her; but He said, ‘Do not weep; she is not dead, 
but sleeping.’ And they ridiculed Him, knowing 
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that she was dead. But He put them all outside, 
took her by the hand and called, saying, ‘Little 
girl, arise.’ Then her spirit returned, and she 
arose immediately. And He commanded that she 
be given something to eat. And her parents were 
astonished, but He charged them to tell no one 
what had happened.” 

 
 

Jesus Healed Jairus’ Daughter 
 
The passage of Luke 8:40-52 tells us that Jesus 

healed the daughter of Jairus, a ruler of the 
synagogue, and I am going to share with you the 
grace of God shown in the Scripture. Jairus fell down 
at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, 
for he had an only daughter about twelve years of 
age, and she was dying. His desperate plea led Jesus 
to heal his daughter right away. That was the Lord’s 
mercy that saved the dead and healed the sick so that 
they could live well on this earth.  

We should all thank God for His mercy and love 
that He has shown us. You and I were helpless 
sinners, who would die from the sickness of sin. 
However, the Lord of infinite love has healed us 
completely from all sins and diseases. If we had not 
encountered the righteousness of Christ, we would 
have been waiting to die just as Jairus’ daughter. I 
wonder what we would be doing and how we would 
blame someone at our dying moments if we didn’t 
have God’s grace of salvation. We would probably 
die crying away sorrowfully and lamenting on our 
dying souls. We would have remained lonesome and 
empty before death just like the last leaf on an 
autumn tree. 

Nevertheless, what kind of mercy did our Lord 
show us? Jesus Christ, who is God Himself and the 
Son of God at the same time, healed our sickness of 
sin and saved us from the spiritual death. Today’s 
passage includes the story of Jesus’ healing of Jairus’ 
twelve-year-old girl; for what reason did the Lord 
heal her? At that time, Jairus’ daughter was only 
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twelve years old. She would be a sixth or seventh 
grader in today’s world, and this little girl was dying 
at this young age from physical illness. How vexed 
would Jairus have been when he thought about his 
daughter? For his daughter, who was at such sweet 
age, was slowly dying off. So he begged Jesus with 
all his strength for his daughter was in a situation that 
she would suffer all her life but would soon die in 
pain.  

Our Lord answered to his earnest request. He went 
to the dead body that had no feelings, and raised her 
back to life with His power. Let’s look at what the 
Bible says about the miracle. “Jesus said, ‘Little girl, 
arise.’ Then her spirit returned, and she arose 
immediately. And He commanded that she be given 
something to eat” (Luke 8:54-55). 

Brothers and sisters, Jairus’ daughter in today’s 
passage represents all of us who were destined to 
suffer and die from sins. Everyone in this world is 
born to die just like Jairus’ daughter. People can die 
either from spiritual diseases or from physical 

diseases. We were all about to perish due to our 
sickness of sin before God. We, human beings had no 
way to get away from the sickness of sin. No matter 
how much money you have; no matter how good the 
medication you take, you cannot heal the sickness of 
sin completely. Physical diseases might be curable, 
but how can anybody heal spiritual disease like the 
sickness of sin? Sins and illness in the heart cannot 
be healed no matter how good the medication you 
take; they can be healed only by the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

Think about it. How many doctors do you think 
Jairus’ daughter might have seen? In spite of all 
kinds of medicine she tried, she hadn’t been healed 
and was dying at the age of twelve. Then what does 
this mean to us? Likewise, it is impossible to be 
healed from our spiritual sickness no matter how 
much we offer the prayers of repentance or how 
much good work we do. We are all meant to die from 
our sickness of sin in such a way. We were supposed 
to linger from the sickness of sin and die just as the 
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young daughter of Jairus who couldn’t get away from 
her death.  

However, what else does the Bible say? It says 
that the dead girl got up as if nothing had happened 
when Jesus said, “Little girl, arise!” That is right. 
Jesus Christ saved us from the disease of dead by 
taking over all our sins that we commit throughout 
out whole lives through His baptism by John the 
Baptist. He completely solved the problems of all our 
sins by His baptism, His blood on the Cross, and by 
His death and resurrection  

 
 

There Are Times When We Get 
Disappointed Even As We Live by 
Faith in the Righteousness of  
Jesus Christ 

 
Our hearts often become bondage to our 

weaknesses. However, we should always remember 
that our Lord enabled us to live a powerful life, a 

righteous life throughout our life. It is because He 
took our lifetime sins all at once. We need to know 
how great that power is that is before God. Jesus 
Christ, who is God, came to this earth, eradicated all 
our lifetime sins and saved us from death. You and I 
should feel thankful to God whenever we think of 
His powerful grace.  

We, who are insufficient and weak, are prone to 
see only what is near us, but neglect what is far away 
from us. However, we still have a grateful heart for 
God’s saving grace upon us. We truly thank God 
from our hearts as we remember that Jesus Christ 
carried away all our sins, and took them away from 
us through His baptism once and for all. We should 
keep this in mind and remain faithful to God. For we 
are blessed people on whom God bestowed His 
grace.  

As we trust and follow the righteousness of the 
Lord, we will still have moments that we cannot rely 
on His righteousness because of our insufficiency. 
However, we should always remember this. Just as 
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Jesus healed the girl right away by saying, “Little 
girl, arise,” He bestowed the same grace of salvation 
upon us. We should believe in the saving grace 
which is upon us and thank God for it.  

Jairus’ daughter didn’t do any good work to be 
saved. Her father went to Jesus begging for her life, 
and Jesus complied with his earnest request. She did 
nothing to Jesus, but Jesus still came to her and saved 
her from her illness and death. Brothers and sisters, 
what we should know here is that Jesus Christ 
Himself visited her in person. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
went to see Jairus’ daughter in person, healed her 
illness and saved her from death.  

What does this mean to us? Our Lord Himself 
came to us in person and saved us from sins. Think 
about it. When did we ever look for the righteousness 
of Jesus? We, who were suffering from spiritual 
illness that leads us to spiritual death, have never 
done anything other than wandering around 
wondering, “How can I get this disease healed?” 
However, the Lord came to us, healed our sickness of 

sin and gave us spiritual food of righteousness. We 
can never thank God enough for the grace He 
bestowed upon us physically and spiritually.  

 
 

Did God Show Us the Great Grace of  
His Salvation? 

 
Brothers and sisters, do you have grateful heart for 

the great grace of salvation God has given you? 
Actually we all have eyes that can see only what is 
close to us, and have the tendency to overlook God’s 
amazing grace. Nevertheless God still visited us and 
bestowed such a great grace of salvation upon us and 
taught us about it. This grace of God gives us hope 
when we feel hopeless, courage when we get 
discouraged and new strength when we are weak. We 
encounter so many problems and difficulties as we 
live in this sinful world. However, each and every 
time we have problems, our Lord never fails to solve 
the problems for us. You and I are truly blessed with 
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such a great grace of God’s salvation. How fortunate 
and thankful we should be! Even though our hearts 
are so changeable and become disheartened so often, 
our Lord saved us with the grace of salvation once 
and for all. This is so gratifying and comforting to us.  

How did God bestow such a perfect grace of 
salvation upon us? Whenever we think of this grace, 
we remind ourselves as such; “I am alive today and 
will live tomorrow thanks to the everlasting grace of 
God.” How impatient and irritated would we feel if 
God had not bestowed His grace just little by little 
and not all the grace at once? But God did not do so. 
God gives us limitless storage of grace for us to use 
just like we can deposit a huge amount of money in a 
bank all at once and withdraw from it whenever we 
need some. That is why we can live our life as a 
whole enjoying God’s grace day by day. That is a 
very, very gratifying thing. 

In today’s Scripture Jairus’ twelve-year-old 
daughter died from her illness. People said she was 
dead, but Jesus said she was sleeping. They all 

laughed at what Jesus said. But what happened after 
that? When Jesus said, “Little girl, arise,” the girl 
came back to her life and got up. Then Jesus told 
them to give her some food to eat.  

Dear beloved saints, we need to ponder how much 
grace God has bestowed upon us just as He did on 
this girl. Where did we get the strength to trust and 
follow the Lord until now? We gain strength for our 
life from Jesus because He bore all our sins, even the 
sins we will commit in the future. What would have 
happened to us if Jesus Christ had not given us 
eternal blessings? Would we be able to come to 
God’s Church and listen to His Word, have 
fellowship, sing praises and pray? We all have 
difficulties of our own as we live in this world, but 
how can we gather here with cheerful heart and sing 
praises together? It is impossible without God’s grace 
of eternal salvation.  

No religion in this world can do this. Religions in 
this world are what people resort to when they feel 
heavy-burdened, but stop depending on when they 
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feel peaceful. On the other hand, people like us, who 
are blessed with genuine faith by God, go to God and 
receive long-lasting grace from Him no matter what 
circumstances we are in; when we have tough times, 
or good times; when we are sick; and when we are in 
agony. People in God’s hand can come to Him, 
praise Jesus, enjoy His grace and thank Him even 
when they are going through trials and tribulation as 
well as when they are happy. That is right. The only 
reason we can always praise, and worship God and 
pray to Him is God’s blessings which He has 
bestowed on us for our life.  

 
 

We Can Thank God Everyday for the 
Grace Our Lord Has Given Us 
throughout Our Lives 

 
How grateful do you think Jairus’ daughter felt 

when Jesus healed her? It is not strange to think she 
was indeed grateful to Jesus since she came back to 

life. Brothers and sisters, you and I are in the same 
situation. Our souls came back to life from spiritual 
death through our Lord. What a gratifying event that 
is! Jarius’ daughter probably could never forget for 
the rest of her life that the Lord brought her back to 
life from the dead. She might have had moments that 
she wished she had died then when she got into 
difficulties later, but she cannot help but remember 
Jesus and thank Him for what He did for her. Just as 
He did for Jarius’ daughter, Jesus Christ delivered us 
from the spiritual death as well as from the physical 
death. Therefore, we cannot ever forget this Jesus 
Christ. It won’t change no matter when and wherever 
we are. I am saying that the grace Jesus Christ has 
bestowed upon us throughout our lifetime is 
unforgettable.  

Brothers and sisters, we are different from people 
in the world. What difference do we have? The 
difference is in the fact that the Lord has given us 
everlasting grace. That is right. Those who received 
the everlasting grace from Him are definitely 
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different from people in the world. Our appearances 
may look similar to that of worldly people, but we 
have totally different souls. Once we taste the grace 
of almighty God, we become different people. We 
are now blessed people who can overcome any 
tribulations, difficulties, persecutions or gossips. We 
are blessed people by God.  

Look at the people in this world. Those who didn’t 
receive any grace from the Lord rejoice, mourn or 
suffer over things that are visible and temporary, and 
eventually perish from their sins. But how about the 
people of faith who have put on everlasting grace 
from the Lord? They are always grateful for the fact 
that they are alive because Jesus Christ has bestowed 
everlasting grace upon them just as He did on Jairus’ 
daughter. They are different since they have tasted 
the grace of Jesus Christ, who revived their souls, 
and gave them hopes in their hearts. God has given 
us such grace. Are we blessed with such grace or 
not? Just because we are blessed with such grace, we 
are different from worldly people. Thanks to the 

grace which is full of blessings from God on each of 
us, we can always thank God and praise Him as we 
live.  

Dear beloved saints, do you believe that God has 
bestowed that everlasting grace of salvation upon 
you? I hope you will never forget His grace of 
salvation no matter when and where you are. Then 
when did the Lord give us that grace of salvation? 
When Jesus Christ visited us and removed all our 
sins by His baptism, we received the everlasting 
grace. However, we often forget about the grace even 
though we have been blessed by the everlasting grace 
of God.  

Brothers and sisters, please keep this in your 
mind. As blessed people with God’s everlasting 
grace, we should thank God everyday. No matter 
what we are facing, we should not be disappointed; 
rather, we should remember that we have received 
the everlasting grace of God, and we should thank 
God for such a great grace. We also need to 
acknowledge the Lord and follow Him in our daily 
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lives. We have the strength to live such a life thanks 
to Jesus Christ, who came and showed us great favor 
that we need for life. We are following Jesus Christ 
not because we expect Him to show us favor in the 
future but because He has already bestowed on us the 
grace that will last our lifetime.  

That is right. We are not following the Lord 
conditionally. We are following Him because of the 
grace He has already given us, not because He will 
do something for us in the future. What is the reason 
that we cannot deny the Lord or forget Him? It is 
because we are given all the grace we need for our 
life. Do you agree with me on this?  

Brothers and sisters, God’s grace is so big as such. 
We are very moody and fickle but the Almighty 
Creator God gave us all the grace that we need 
throughout our life at once. He never changes. That is 
why those who once tasted the great grace can still 
follow and serve the Lord with admiration and trust 
in spite of their insufficiencies. Truly the Lord has 
given us abundant grace. He has given us all the 

grace that we need to follow the Lord throughout our 
lives; we are abundantly given the grace to live for 
Him, and the grace to go through hardships. The 
grace of God is so great that you and I can follow the 
Lord without denying Him. We can follow Him 
today, tomorrow, the day after tomorrow and forever. 
We can do so because the loving Lord has given us 
all the grace all at once.  

If He had not done so, we would have quit this 
ministry at any time. But what is the truth? Jesus 
Christ filled us with all the grace we need for our life. 
If that wasn’t true, we had no choice but to depend 
on our own strength for life, thinking, “I am going to 
live with my own strength.” But for you and me, that 
is not the case. You and I can trust and follow the 
Lord as we live because He has already given His 
followers all the grace for life.  

There are so many things that do not go as well as 
we wanted. Nevertheless, we can trust and follow 
Jesus because we were given enough grace for life. 
So we can follow the Lord any time, in any and all 
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situations. The grace of the Lord is so big and this is 
so comforting for us, who have to live in this sinful 
world. 

Brothers and sisters, please remember this. 
Though we are changeable, we can follow the Lord 
genuinely thanks to the grace He granted us, not 
because of our physical strength. We faithfully 
follow the Lord from the gratitude for such a great 
grace of salvation. We are not following Him 
willingly for a specific reason, but we follow Him 
just because He is so great and so good to us. When 
we look at Peter and James, we can assume how 
great He was. Both Peter and James were hot-
tempered. These two men said to the Lord, “Lord, 
send a fire from heaven and burn these people right 
away. Isn’t Your one word enough to do so? Get rid 
of those garbage people completely.” But what 
happened to these two men later? Peter and James, 
who used to be merciless, carried out the gospel work 
of evangelizing genuinely to those people. Since they 
had a short temper, they could have turned away 

from the people any moment they didn’t feel like 
putting up with them. As a matter of fact, those eager 
followers of Christ left Christ after He had ascended 
to Heaven.  

But at the sea of Tiberias they found out that Jesus 
had not abandon them. Since then they followed the 
Lord until the day they died. What was the reason? 
Because God has given them all the grace they 
needed for life, even the hot-tempered men like them 
could follow the Lord to their death. For a same 
reason, all eleven disciples including the doubting 
Thomas could follow Jesus without fail.  

 
 

Can We Follow God without His 
Great Grace upon Us?  

 
The great grace of God on us enables us to 

genuinely follow the Lord. Would you agree? That is 
why people are never changeable before God even 
though we may be before other people. Doing God’s 
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work makes me really happy. How much God’s work 
can I actually do? I am always thankful even when 
things do not go well just because I am doing the 
work with the grace of God, for the work of the 
gospel and for the Lord.  

My heart is glad no matter what I do when I 
imagine God would be pleased with my work. 
Whether you did the job right or wrong, you would 
feel proud and grateful as long as you remember you 
are doing the work for the Church, congregation, the 
Kingdom of God and the souls. Think about it. Out 
of all things we do in the Church praying and 
praising to the Lord is the greatest thing; our hearts 
are glad and thankful even we do such a small work, 
because the Lord loves us and cherishes us. The Lord 
acknowledges us no matter what we do for the Lord.  

That is right. Even if we make mistakes from our 
insufficiency, our Lord is always pleased with us. He 
doesn’t care whether our work for Him went well or 
not, but He rejoices over us. People at work serve the 
Lord at their work, and students who go to school 

serve the Lord at school. Some of us serve Him with 
materials or prayers; the Lord looks at us with favor 
no matter how we serve Him. Even when our work is 
meager and small, our Lord is always pleased with 
us. We can thank God for such love even when our 
hearts are troubled.  

The grace the Lord healed Jairus’ daughter, and 
the grace that He has bestowed upon you and me is 
such a great grace of love. In today’s Scripture 
passage the Lord brought Jairus’ daughter back to 
life from death, which means she received all the 
grace she needed for her life. She probably didn’t 
have anything else to ask for before Jesus since she 
was given her life back. This young girl received 
salvation from the curse of disease that led her to 
death.  

How about you and me then? We were destined to 
die from illness of sins in pain, but the Lord saved us 
just as He did to Jairus’ daughter. Thanks to that, we 
received all the grace that we can get from the Lord 
and all the grace that we need for our life. We do not 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

190   On Whom Bestows God the Grace of His Power? 

 

lack anything before God since we received such a 
great grace. But there is only one thing we need to 
do. We need to remember the everlasting grace of 
God, and live with praise and gratitude to the Lord. 
We can do this because God also gave us the strength 
to love and follow Him for the rest of our life.  

I thank our God of love. I thank God for such a 
great grace on us. “I follow the Lord because He 
gives me this and that.” Those who think this way do 
not fully know the grace of the Lord or believe in 
Him. Brothers and sisters, we are not one of them, 
are we?  

We follow the Lord because He has already saved 
us. Because the Lord filled us abundantly with the 
grace of salvation, we can serve Him and give Him 
thanks and glory despite our weaknesses. Thank You, 
Lord.  
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Deny Yourself and  
Follow the Lord 

 
 

< Luke 9:18-26 > 
“And it happened, as He was alone praying, 

that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, 
saying, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ So 
they answered and said, ‘John the Baptist, but 
some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old 
prophets has risen again.’ He said to them, ‘But 
who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered and 
said, ‘The Christ of God.’ And He strictly warned 
and commanded them to tell this to no one, 
saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third 
day.’ Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever 

desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will save it. For what 
profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, 
and is himself destroyed or lost? For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of 
Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own 
glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy 
angels.’” 

 
 

Is It Necessary to Deny Our Own 
Righteousness?  

 
To live out our faith is to follow the Lord denying 

our own human thoughts regardless of whether we 
did well or not before God. A genuine life of faith 
starts from denying our fleshly thoughts. Our Lord 
said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me” (Luke 9:23). This Word of God contains the 
core of our life of faith. A life of faith is following 
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the righteousness of the Lord by denying ourselves 
after we receive the remission of sins. Just as we 
received salvation by denying our human thoughts, 
we can follow the righteousness of the Lord wholly 
by denying our human thoughts after we receive 
salvation from sins. 

Why then, do we have to deny ourselves to follow 
the Lord? It is because we cannot follow the Lord 
properly when we have the attitude of self-
righteousness. In other words, we should deny 
ourselves and follow the Lord whether we are right 
or not. How are we doing by the way? Aren’t we still 
pursuing what we desire even after we received 
salvation from sins through God? Aren’t we doing 
things based on our own thoughts? We need to leave 
the stage. We need to deny such thoughts. What is 
the reason for that? Our thoughts are originally 
wrong. That is right. We are never right. No matter 
how wonderful plans we come up with, our plans and 
thoughts are never upright. It is because God’s 

thoughts are far better than ours and His thoughts are 
always more righteous and correct.  

Brothers and sisters, when we received the 
salvation from sins, it was through the righteousness 
of the Lord that we received the remission of sins. 
However, our life of faith is supposed to be smooth 
from that point on only when we deny ourselves 
everyday. What agonizes us while we live a life of 
faith? How does our faith grow in such agony? It is 
through self-denial and obedience to the will of the 
Lord that our faith grows. The reason we are in 
agony is because we do not deny ourselves. The fact 
that we have to deny our own thoughts daily bothers 
us. Our hearts become troubled when our own 
thoughts collide with the will of the Lord because we 
think that we are right.  
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Do Not Think You Are Right to Some 
Extent 

 
Our human thoughts are not always right. We had 

better consider ourselves dead. A life of faith begins 
by denying our own thoughts, and that is the only 
way to bear the real fruit of faith. Brothers and 
sisters, keep this in your mind: Faith or belief is to 
deny one’s thoughts. Our human thoughts move our 
hearts and put us into actions rapidly. When we think 
our human thoughts are right to some extent, it is 
hard to follow the will of the Lord. Therefore, we 
need to deny our own thoughts to follow the 
righteous thoughts of the Lord completely. Denying 
our own thoughts is directly living out our faith. You 
and I received salvation from sins through God.  

Let’s say that we cannot deny our own thoughts in 
following God’s Word after we received salvation. 
This means we feel as if we were right and God’s 
Word was wrong. We feel that our thoughts are more 
reasonable, beneficial and righteous. What would be 

the result of that? It leads us to quit the righteousness 
of the Lord. Those who do so cannot maintain the 
proper life of faith. Therefore, only if we deny our 
carnal thoughts, can we follow the Lord wholly. 
Whoever doesn’t follow the righteousness of the 
Lord is not denying his/her carnal thoughts.  

If we want to follow the righteousness of the Lord 
wholly, we should deny our own human thoughts 
first. Otherwise we cannot help confronting the 
righteousness of God without our knowledge. We 
end up abandoning the righteousness of the Lord in 
spite of ourselves. Is it a good thing for a Christian to 
leave the righteousness of the Lord? Is it a right thing 
to do not to deny our thoughts before the Word of 
God and the will of the Lord? No, it is not. Even 
among the things we thought were right many have 
turned out to be wrong.  
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Everything We Considered Good Is 
Not Always Right 

 
Our Lord told us to deny ourselves. We should 

deny our thoughts based on His teaching. One 
Korean hymn has lyrics that go like this: “I now have 
a new life of Christ; old things have passed away; all 
things have become new. I will serve the Lord and 
follow Him.” As the lyrics of this hymn say, we need 
the faith of knowing and believing the righteousness 
of the Lord to follow the Lord. Since the Lord said, 
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself,” we need to deny our thoughts everyday. He 
who can deny himself, take up his cross daily is the 
man who can follow the Lord genuinely. Only such a 
person can taste the great grace of the Lord daily.  

Brothers and sisters, what we think is not always 
correct. Is there any correct human thought? There is 
none. Therefore, even if you are convinced that your 
thought is correct, you should admit that you are not 
correct. That is how you can deny yourself, as you 

should. There are evil thoughts and right thoughts in 
our minds, and what happens when we carry out all 
the mixtures of your thoughts? Can you guarantee the 
thoughts are right? It is never right. When we realize 
what we thought was right is not right, we can deny 
our thoughts completely. None of our thoughts are 
right. Our thoughts are always wicked as it is written, 
“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And 
the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart” (Genesis 
6:5-6). In other words, the decisions we make from 
our human thoughts are never perfect. Therefore, 
only when we deny ourselves before the word of God 
and God’s Church can we have the right thoughts in 
the Lord.  

Brothers and sisters, there is no righteousness in 
our flesh. Therefore, we should refuse to trust our 
human judgment. Even if we thought well, we need 
to deny our thoughts when it differs from God’s 
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Word. What would be the reason? It is because our 
flesh is corrupted, and the Lord only is the real Truth 
and real love. Do you agree with me? In fact, it is 
very difficult to deny ourselves and follow the Lord 
daily. Nevertheless, we need not only to deny 
outwardly but also inwardly. “I am sorry to say this, 
but I am going to live this way. I want to live such a 
way, for I think it is right. It seems proper to live like 
this.” These thoughts are not right. We need to deny 
such thoughts. Brothers and sisters, why can’t some 
saved people follow wholly after the Lord? Why it is 
so difficult for the newly born-again believers to 
follow the Lord? It is because they have their own 
thoughts and self-righteousness.  

The same is true with old believers. They have a 
hard time following the Lord because of they have so 
much self-righteousness. If they understand that their 
human thoughts are not right, they can easily deny 
themselves. The notion that human thoughts are not 
right is very important to us because it is not only 
applied to our self-conception but also is a golden 

rule in following the Lord God. Since everybody 
knows this, one cannot deny it.  

But what happens when you ignore the truth and 
keep claiming self-righteousness? There is no way 
that you can live the life of faith. The Lord clearly 
commanded us to deny ourselves. If you refuse to 
deny your own righteousness and thoughts that 
means your life of faith has just ended. Take a look at 
the people who once abided in the Church but 
abandoned the life of faith all of sudden. They all had 
self-righteousness. Because they thought they were 
right, and pursued their own thoughts, they 
eventually left the will of God and walked far away 
from the Lord and His Church.  
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Faithful Christians Are Those Who 
Deny Themselves and Follow the 
Righteousness of God On Daily Basis 

 
Only when we deny our human thoughts can we 

live a proper life of faith. Even what we think is right 
is not actually right, so we need to deny ourselves 
before the Lord all the time. Brothers and sisters, can 
you understand what I am saying? We need to 
understand this truth completely to live the life of 
faith properly. Satan, the Devil, puts self-
righteousness into our hearts consistently. He makes 
us headstrong by doing so. 

But we need to deny such thoughts. Why is that? 
It is because it is absolutely wrong for us to harbor 
our own righteousness. From their own perspectives, 
their thoughts are always right and beneficial to 
them. However, the truth is that it can be only right 
temporarily. They are never right in the long run. 
Sense of self-righteousness keeps rising in our hearts. 
That is why we always need to deny ourselves.  

Let’s look at the Old Testament for a minute. God 
inflicted ten calamities upon Egypt when Pharaoh 
was standing against God’s will of liberating the 
Israelites, and one of them was the plague of hail. 
God struck the whole land of Egypt with the fire 
mingled with the hail, and the hail destroyed all the 
plants. But there were shoots left in the grounds. 
Then, God sent the plague of locusts, and the locusts 
ate up all the herbs on the land. But the Bible says 
that there were shoots that hadn’t been sprouted yet. 
What does it mean? It means their human thoughts 
still remained.  

This also means that as long as we live, there is 
still righteousness left in our hearts. Much of our 
human thoughts were revealed and given up before 
God. But that is not the end and there still is some 
righteousness of our carnal thoughts left in our 
hearts. Therefore, we should deny the righteousness 
still in us. Because there remain the roots of self-
righteousness inside of us, we need to deny ourselves 
daily. Do you follow me? Self-righteousness is in 
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you as well as in me. We do not know how much 
self-righteousness we still have. That is why we need 
to deny ourselves everyday. Our self-righteousness is 
always looking for a chance to show up and grow. 
When the self-righteousness becomes way too big, 
people leave God and His Church.  

God is the loving God who loves us 
unconditionally. He loves us forever. Servants of 
God in the Church love the saints as well. However, 
in the hearts of God’s people, there still remain the 
roots of self-righteousness. That’s why our self-
righteousness comes up whenever possible. When it 
happens, we act like we are absolutely right. Even 
though the righteousness is not from God but from 
us, we start claiming on our righteousness. Then we 
will end up drifting away from the Lord. Brothers 
and sisters, I want you to keep this in your mind. No 
matter whether we did a good job or not, only those 
who deny themselves can follow wholly after the 
Lord. Do you follow me?  

If we admit our mistakes, we can recover our 
spiritual faith and follow the Lord with faith. Even 
when we are doing many good things, we can follow 
the Lord genuinely if we deny our own 
righteousness. What is important here is to deny 
ourselves first before following the Lord. Only when 
we deny ourselves can we follow wholly after the 
Lord. Our faith grows by doing so. Our spiritual 
growth starts from denying our own human thoughts. 
Neither from gaining much knowledge, nor trying to 
follow the Lord faithfully, nor from building up 
much self-righteousness starts our spiritual growth; it 
begins from self-denial. He who denies himself is the 
person who is spiritually mature and whose faith is 
fully grown.  

Then how are we doing? We know in the head 
that we should deny ourselves, but we cannot put it 
into practice. Remember this. If you don’t deny 
yourself, there will be no growth in your faith no 
matter if you are good at something else. No matter 
how obediently you have served the Lord so far, you 
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will find out nothing has grown in you if you don’t 
deny yourself everyday. Even if your faith grew, it 
will become in vain because you haven’t denied your 
human thoughts. Those who live a great life of faith, 
those who are spiritually mature, know why they 
have to deny their carnal thoughts and actually put 
this conviction into practice.  

You and I should know how to deny our corrupted 
human thoughts before the Lord. If you think you are 
too weak to follow the Lord, you can deny your 
weaknesses and hold on to the righteousness of the 
Lord. If you think you are too good to do so, you can 
also deny the thought and follow the perfect 
righteousness of the Lord. The life of faith is denying 
ourselves in all circumstances like that. Please bear in 
your mind that we can follow wholly after the Lord 
only when we deny our human thoughts.  

Do you have self-righteousness in you? Do you 
have any right thought among your fleshly thoughts? 
None. There is no right thought in us, but we still 
think we have some righteousness. That is the reason 

we cannot deny our carnal thoughts completely. 
People cannot deny themselves when they think they 
are right. But what would happen if they keep living 
like that? They will keep building up false 
righteousness in them and end up losing the 
righteousness of the Lord. We should admit that we 
are not right; we should deny what is right in us, not 
to mention what is wrong in us. Only they can stand 
blamelessly before God and follow the Lord. Only 
those people can enjoy the blessings of God and lead 
a beautiful and blessed life forever.  

Brothers and sisters, think about Mephibosheth in 
the Old Testament. He was lame in both his feet. 
Even though he knew his state, he denied himself and 
went before King David. “The King has promised me 
that he would show me grace.” He held onto the 
promise and enjoyed the blessings King David had 
given him. But he didn’t go with the king when they 
were leaving for a refuge during the war. What was 
his reason? He was afraid to be a burden to the king 
if he went along with them because of his disability. 
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When the King David came back, he asked him, 
“Why didn’t you go with me?” “I didn’t go with you 
lest I should be hinder to you.”  

But King David didn’t like what Mephibosheth 
said. It was because he didn’t deny his carnal 
thoughts. Mephibosheth thought he should perish or 
prosper with the king. He did not follow King David 
according to his thought, but on the contrary he 
turned out to have rebelled against the king and 
become the enemy of the king. As a result, all his 
belongings were handed over to his servant, Ziba. 
Why was that? It was because his servant went with 
the king.  

Brothers and sisters, we should discard our self-
righteousness. It is harder to deny what we think is 
right than to deny what we think is wrong. However, 
our righteousness is not right absolutely. Before the 
Lord, what we consider right is not right at all. 
Because of this we should discard all of our 
righteousness. However, Mephibosheth did not do so. 
He thought to himself, “The king is on his way to his 

refuge, and how hard would it be if I come along? 
When crossing a river, how would they carry me? 
Aren’t I really troublesome if another war breaks 
out? Because he thought he was right, He decided not 
to follow King David. As a result, he became the 
enemy of the king by following his own 
righteousness.  

Brothers and sisters, we too, have this kind of 
righteousness in our hearts. When we start insisting 
on our righteousness, we are bound to deny God in 
no time. It prevents us from following the 
righteousness of God. I wish we could all live by the 
faith to trust the righteousness of the Lord. Brothers 
and sisters, spiritual growth is possible when one 
denies oneself consistently. Those who are willing to 
follow wholly after the Lord should deny themselves 
daily.  

Are you denying yourself and following the Lord? 
Do you deny your self-righteousness? Our faith must 
grow after we receive salvation. We must deny our 
own righteousness to have mature faith. It doesn’t 
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matter what you really think: If the Lord says you are 
wrong, you have to deny yourself; if the Lord says it 
is okay when you think you are wrong, it is okay.  

Brothers and sisters, only when we deny our self-
righteousness can we follow wholly after the Lord. 
We need to deny ourselves forever. Do you have any 
righteousness of your own? No, you don’t. You must 
deny your righteousness. Are you too weak? Then 
you should deny your weakness and follow the Lord 
by faith. Everybody needs to deny oneself. A proper 
life of faith is based on denying our own 
righteousness as well as our wrongness. When I read 
today’s Scripture passage, I realized, “I have a long 
way to go. I have been denying myself, but I should 
continue denying myself since it is the only way to 
follow the Lord. I must deny myself forever.” It 
hasn’t been easy to deny myself and follow the Lord, 
but I must continue denying myself and follow the 
Lord.  

Brothers and sisters, isn’t it really a hard work? 
But the Lord says we should deny ourselves daily 

forever. So we need to deny ourselves. When we are 
too tired to keep on denying ourselves, we might 
think from the human perspective that “Shouldn’t 
there be a day for graduation after a long 
commitment to God?” But the fact is there is no day 
for graduation in the life of faith. So, it is very 
gloomy when we think about this from a human point 
of view. As one Korean saying goes, “There is a day 
when the sun will shine in the mouse holes,” We 
came along this far waiting for the graduation day to 
come, but the fact is that there is never a day of 
graduation.  

When we were young in faith we knew that only 
what was wrong should be denied. But now even 
what is good and right should be denied as well. 
Since we have to give up what we think is good or 
what we really want, it is getting more and more 
difficult to do so. However, it is God’s command and 
therefore it is the never-changing truth and the 
answer key. You should realize that this is correct. 
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You should accept this truth in your heart by denying 
yourself and following the Lord daily.  

 
 

A Life of Faith Is Real 
 
It is actually hard to deny one’s own thoughts. But 

God is the God of truth. What God says will be done 
exactly as He said. After I received the remission of 
sins by believing the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, I followed the Lord based on God’s Word, “If 
anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me” 
(Luke 9:23). While I was following the Lord, I went 
through all kinds of hardships. I was separated from 
people when I separated myself from the old church I 
had attended; I was persecuted, and I lost everything 
in the world. But the Lord said, “And everyone who 
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal 

life” (Mathew 19:29). When I first heard this word, I 
thought, “Even though I lose my children or parents 
or wife in this world, I would receive a hundred times 
in the other world. This is real non-sense”; 
nevertheless it was only my thought. I had to follow 
the Lord even if that had happened to me just 
because it is God’s command, and it is the Lord 
Himself that is only righteous. 

So I followed the Lord with such a mind-set as “If 
I have to die, I die; if I have to perish, I perish.” 
However, I still had things to deny. I had to deny 
myself everyday. I didn’t say anything, but I felt so 
bored, upset and suffocated as if I were caught in a 
net. I felt like ripping everything around me and 
going away. But when I denied myself and 
confessed, “Only God is right. The Lord is 
righteous,” God really worked in me. 

Brothers and sisters, when we deny ourselves, we 
can tear apart the net that is binding us. When we 
deny ourselves completely, we can get out of the net 
of thoughts that binds us. When you deny yourself 
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genuinely, you can follow the Lord freely as a bird 
flying in the sky. Do you agree with me or not? We 
humans tend to lock ourselves up. Therefore, if you 
want to get away from yourself, you should deny 
yourself first.  

Some saints among us still have their own 
thoughts and righteousness. They don’t listen when 
they were directly warned, “If you follow your 
thoughts like that, you will surely end up leaving the 
Lord.” And as a result, they do leave the Lord. You 
are in the same situation. If you do something out of 
your own thoughts, the result is your separation from 
the Lord. Therefore, I urge you to deny whatever 
thoughts are in you. It is right to deny yourself. The 
Lord told us to so because we are not right. Do you 
believe this?  

Then, how can you deny yourselves by faith? First 
of all, you should admit your wickedness and 
weakness with your lips. Confessing with your 
mouth is very important. When you received 
salvation, it was through your confession of faith as it 

is written, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9). Whatever you confess with your lips, it 
becomes yours.  

Brothers and sisters, how many things are actually 
binding us? We need to deny all of them. It is 
because we are not right. We need to know this truth 
and put this knowledge into practice. Do you agree 
with me? You were saved in a moment, but denying 
oneself is actually never-ending. It is tough.  

But when we know we are not right, it becomes 
easy to deny ourselves. Once we know we are wrong, 
it is not that difficult to deny ourselves. Then do we 
have any righteousness? No, we don’t. Do you have 
anything wise, precious, pure, or pleasant to the eyes 
and useful? When there is self-righteousness in you, 
you are challenging God and you will fall prey to 
Satan. Adam and Eve had their own righteousness 
after eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge 
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of good and evil and became evicted from the Garden 
of Eden along with the Serpent.  

The same is true to today. Satan the Devil tempts 
us to stand against God by invoking our own 
righteousness. Even right at this moment in time, 
Satan is encouraging the righteousness in you and 
me. Brothers and sisters, are you suffering from 
Satan the Devil even now?  

Do you have much self-righteousness? That is 
right. We still have self-righteousness hidden in our 
hearts. That is why we should realize as soon as 
possible that we are not right. That way we can deny 
ourselves. Please remember this. Only if you realize 
you are not right, can you then deny yourself. When 
you deny yourself in such a way, you will open up 
your wings to fly. You will be able to live freely in 
the glory of God doing God’s work flying around the 
broad world like the ocean and the sky. You will be 
blessed with precious happiness. It is possible 
through the Lord only because you got out of 
yourself.  

Brothers and sisters, I am telling you once again. 
The righteousness we have deep inside of our 
thoughts is never right. No matter how good your 
thoughts seem to be, they are not right. Do you 
understand? We must always keep this in our minds.  

We became one in Christ and became children of 
God. Now we are His. When we deny our 
righteousness and follow the Lord, acknowledging 
our wrongs and shortcomings, the Lord will glorify 
us and make us more beautiful. Do you believe this? 
Let’s praise the Lord. Halleluiah!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SERMON 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

206   The Kingdom of God That Has Come upon This Earth 

 

The Kingdom of God That  
Has Come upon This Earth 
 
 

< Luke 9:57-62 >  
“Now it happened as they journeyed on the 

road, that someone said to Him, ‘Lord, I will 
follow You wherever You go.’ And Jesus said to 
him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.’ Then He said to another, ‘Follow Me.’ But 
he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.’ 
And another also said, ‘Lord, I will follow You, 
but let me first go and bid them farewell who are 
at my house.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’” 

 

What Kind of Place Is the Kingdom 
That Has Come upon This Earth?  

 
Through the sermon in this morning’s service, I 

spoke to you on the theme of “We Must Go on 
Living with the Purpose of Saving Souls.” Dear 
fellow believers, if we truly live for the work of 
saving the souls of others, then God will take care of 
the remainder of our lives for us. So, more than 
anything else, I am sure that we must first carry out 
God’s work of saving souls all throughout the world 
from sins. I believe we must put our goal on that 
work with our hearts. 

In this hour, I read with you the Scripture passages 
from the Gospel of Luke chapter 9. Looking at verses 
59 and 60, it is said, “Then He said to another, 
‘Follow Me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury 
their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom 
of God.’” Before this passage, when someone here 
said to Jesus, “I will follow You,” the Lord said, 
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“The Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 
Then, the Lord went to another person and told him 
to follow Him. Just then, the man answered, “Lord, 
let me first go and bury my father.” What did Jesus 
say after that? “He said, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 
And another person said to Jesus that he will also 
follow Him and asked the Lord, “Let me first go and 
bid them farewell who are at my house.” But then 
Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to 
the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.”  

Dear fellow believers, what do you think is the 
true meaning of this Word? It means that people who 
wish to follow the Lord must put efforts into the 
work of preaching the Kingdom of God more than 
anything else. 

I want to examine the Kingdom of God with you. 
Here, the Lord tells you and me to preach the 
Kingdom of God, but in order for a kingdom to be 
formed soundly, there first has to be a king. Also, 

there has to be the people under him. Only then can a 
kingdom be formed properly.  

Then who is Jesus Christ whom we believe in? 
Jesus is our Savior who has saved us from sin. And 
He is our Judge. In the Book of Revelation chapter 
20, verse 11, there is someone sitting on a great white 
throne passing judgment, and that someone is none 
other than Jesus Christ. Jesus, who has saved us by 
His baptism and the blood of the Cross, He will come 
as the Lord of judgment on the last day of this world, 
and sit on the judgment seat and pass judgment on all 
humanity. We must recognize that none other than 
that Jesus is the King of the Kingdom of God. Only 
when we properly recognize and believe in Jesus, 
who has become our King, being our Savior as well 
as Judge, the Kingdom of God will stand perfectly. 
Jesus Christ, who is God, is our King. And the Bible 
tells us that this Jesus Christ is also the Judge and the 
Creator. In the Book of Genesis, the Creator created 
the heavens and the earth, but who is this Creator of 
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the heavens and the earth? It is none other than Jesus 
Christ who has saved us.  

Dear fellow believers, actually, we know the Lord 
only as the Savior who has saved us. However, the 
Lord has told us today to preach the Kingdom of 
God. We must properly recognize the meaning this 
Word suggests. What is the Kingdom of God? Who 
is Jesus Christ? What kind of work did this Jesus 
Christ do for us? Who is the Master of the Kingdom 
of God? The King of the Kingdom of God is 
precisely our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Creator. 
We must believe in our hearts the fact that Jesus 
Christ is God the Creator. We should not just believe 
in Him as the Savior, but instead, what I’m saying is 
that we must have the faith that He is the Creator 
who has created us. That’s right. He is the 
Omnipotent. Our Lord is the Omnipotent who can 
calm even the stormy sea. He is the Judge. Such an 
omnipotent Lord has told those who desires are to 
follow the Lord to preach the Kingdom of God. This 

in turn means that He wants them to preach His 
Kingdom.  

But why do you think the Lord told us here to 
preach the Kingdom of God? Actually, this world 
had once been taken away by Satan the Devil. God 
entrusted Adam and Eve with this world He had 
created, but Adam and Eve had this world taken 
away from them for having been tempted by Satan 
the Devil. When that happened, our Lord came to this 
earth in human body and reclaimed this Kingdom of 
His. Hence, He is telling those who follow Him to 
preach this Kingdom of God so that they would never 
again have this world be taken away by Satan the 
Devil.  

Dear fellow believers, our Lord genuinely wants 
us to preach His Kingdom. The Lord, who is the 
King of this world, came to this earth and completely 
annihilated all the sins that have occurred because of 
Satan the Devil. He completely destroyed the powers 
of Satan the Devil. Having reclaimed this Kingdom 
like this, He bestowed it to you and me. He bestowed 
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it upon the people of God. And once again, He 
became the true King of this earth. 

Dear fellow believers, precisely because of this 
reason, the Lord told His people to preach His 
Kingdom. I know that we will take this Word, which 
tells us to preach the Kingdom of God, into our 
hearts. What command did God give to those of us 
who have been born again? The Lord told us, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19-20). And this precisely means He wants us to 
preach the Kingdom of God. “Jesus Christ is the 
King of this earth. Jesus is God, the Creator, and the 
Judge. This Jesus is the One who has blotted out all 
our sins and all the sins of this world.” We must be 
the ones to preach this truth. Preaching the Kingdom 
of God precisely, means this. There are still many 
people in this world getting deceived by Satan the 
Devil. Therefore, we must preach the Kingdom of 

God to these people. As we do so, those people will 
receive liberation from sins for they will properly 
know God, and also, they will worship God and put 
on the grace of God. And, that is why our Lord told 
us this Word today. The Word in which He says, 
“The world of Satan the Devil is over. The true 
Master of all people is Jesus Christ.” 

Dear fellow believers, who is the Master of not 
only you and me but all the people in this world? 
Also, who is the Lord Creator of this world? Who is 
the Judge? It is none other than Jesus Christ. Do you 
believe in that truth? Only when we properly know 
and believe in God, we become His genuine people. 
Only when we have such faith, we become the 
people of faith who serve the King and preach the 
Kingdom of God by going forth to the throne of the 
King.  

Our Lord has taken back this world that had been 
taken away by Satan the Devil because of sins. That 
Jesus now wants to receive worship from His people 
as the King of this world. He wants to be served and 
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praised. He wants to receive thanks from you and me. 
Dear fellow believers, we must engrave well in our 
hearts this Word that the Lord has told us today. And 
we must genuinely worship the Lord. If so, how do 
we worship the Lord? We the born-again must have a 
heart that reveres the Lord. Should there be no heart 
that reveres God and should we be satisfied just by 
having received salvation, then we cannot but depart 
from God and become unbridled.  

Who is Jesus? The Lord is our King, our Judge, 
our Savior, and the Creator of all things. We must 
clearly realize the fact that Jesus is the King of the 
Kingdom of God and that we are His people. And 
after clearly realizing this fact, we must preach the 
Kingdom of God. What I am saying is that only by 
doing so, we will be able to accurately preach to 
people, “Jesus Christ has destroyed the powers of 
Satan. He has blotted out the sins of all people,” as 
we speak about the gospel of the Kingdom of God.  

 
 

Our Lord Is the One Who Remits the 
Sins of All Human Beings 

 
Our Lord has blotted out all the sins of people as 

the Savior of this earth. Because of that, Lord, there 
is no longer a single person who cannot but have sins 
in this world. However, Satan the Devil still lies to 
people to prevent them from worshiping God, saying, 
“Jesus Christ did not blot out all the sins. He blotted 
out only the original sins, so the personal sins must 
be remaining intact in your hearts.” This is why our 
God told those who follow Him to preach the 
Kingdom of God. And then, He said, “No one, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Dear fellow believers, we must preach the 
Kingdom of God in accordance with this Word of the 
Lord, but really, what must we preach? We must 
preach Jesus Christ having blotted out all the sins of 
the world by speaking out. When we preach the 
Kingdom of God accurately like this, Jesus Christ’s 
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omnipotent power will show. Souls tied up for 
having been deceived by Satan the Devil will receive 
liberation, and as God’s people, they will get to know 
Jesus Christ, offer worship before Him, and praise 
God. That’s right. Therefore, the work that you and I 
must do is none other than the work of preaching the 
Kingdom of God. And in order to do that, we must 
first realize the fact that we are His people. Along 
with that, we must realize the fact that He is our 
King, the Judge, the Creator, and the Absolute. We 
must have the accurate understanding that He isn’t 
someone exactly the same as us but rather He is the 
One befitting to receive worship and that He is the 
Almighty who has blotted out all our sins. In order 
for us to preach the Kingdom of God, what else do 
we need? We must know how Jesus, who is God, has 
blotted out all our sins completely. It is because we 
will only then be able to accurately witness Jesus’ 
ministry of salvation in front of the people of the 
world. 

Dear fellow believers, what must we put our 
efforts into in our everyday lives? If we are the born-
again Christians, then more than anything else, we 
must exert our effort into the work of preaching the 
Kingdom of God. Truly, not only around us but in 
every corner of this world, many people are tied up 
by sins for having been deceived by Satan the Devil. 
If so, what must we preach to those people? We must 
preach the Kingdom of God. We must preach to them 
that Jesus Christ is the King of this world and that He 
has blotted out all the sins of this world. Because of 
Satan the Devil, many people are acting as servants 
to sins right now, but we must preach to them the fact 
that these sins have completely disappeared because 
of Jesus Christ. That’s right. We must deliver to 
people the fact that “Jesus Christ blotted out all your 
sins because He loves you. And so, the Kingdom of 
God has come upon such heart of yours.” Dear 
fellow believers, you and I must preach all over the 
world the fact that the Kingdom of God once again 
has come upon this earth. The spreading of the 
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gospel is the Great Commission given to us by Jesus 
Christ, but this is also in turn the preaching of the 
Kingdom of God. This doesn’t mean that we should 
turn this earth into the season of Jesus Christ with our 
own effort. Such is the motto of some legalistic 
Christians who believe that the Kingdom of God 
hasn’t come upon this earth yet. They say they 
should serve the world and sacrifice themselves to 
construct the Kingdom of God that hasn’t come yet. 

However, the green season of Jesus Chris has 
already arrived. That’s right. Upon this earth, the 
Kingdom of God has already come. I am not telling 
you that we must make it come in the future, but 
rather, I am telling you that the Kingdom of God is 
already here on this earth. We who know and believe 
in this fact must preach it to those who haven’t gotten 
to know the Kingdom of God, yet. That is precisely 
the mission for us saints. As we live on this earth, we 
must worship God, serve God, sing songs of praise to 
God, and we must also witness to everyone on this 
earth the fact that the Kingdom of God has come 

upon this earth in Jesus Christ. This is precisely what 
preaching the Kingdom of God is. 

Are you preaching the Kingdom of God? If the 
Lord had told you to just spread the gospel, then we 
would have understood that we must just spread the 
gospel, per se. However, our Lord has told us to 
preach the Kingdom of God. He said it clearly like 
that. He said, “I have blotted out the sins of all the 
people on this earth, and the Kingdom of God has 
already come upon this earth. Yet, why do you 
continue to live being weighed down by sins and still 
not know God properly?” God isn’t someone who 
received our worship for no particular reason. He is 
the Savior who has clearly blotted out all our sins, 
and He is the God of love, as well as the Judge. Also, 
He is just, and He is truly the God of the Truth. We 
must tell the people of the world the fact that He has 
completely blotted out all our sins by having come to 
this earth just as He had promised. We must let them 
know that the Kingdom of God has already come.  
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But many people who are deceived by Satan the 
Devil are not interested in the fact that the Kingdom 
of God has already come. But we must continue to let 
people know about the Kingdom of God. We must 
first believe in our hearts that the Kingdom of God 
has come, and next, we must accurately bear witness 
to this fact inside people’s spirits. The world of Satan 
the Devil has already ended. “The Kingdom of God 
has come upon this earth, and Jesus Christ is the 
King, the Creator, the Judge, and the One who will 
reign over us. We are His people. Also, the entire 
humankind is His people, and they are the ones to 
serve Him.” Just like, when we announce and witness 
that the Kingdom of God has come, Satan the Devil 
will no longer be able to deceive us or the souls of 
people in this world.  

Dear fellow believers, who has deceived the souls 
of people? It is Satan the Devil. Even now, this Satan 
the Devil goes into people’s spirits and deceives 
them as if he were a king and as if his kingdom is 
still on this earth. Satan the Devil exists inside the 

hearts of sinners as some demons that place curses 
and woes upon them should they not listen to his 
words. If so, then we must tell those people that the 
kingdom of Satan the Devil has already come to an 
end. We must install this truth in their hearts and 
souls. We must preach that the Kingdom of God has 
come to people who have been seduced by Satan the 
Devil. When we do so, Satan the Devil will no longer 
be able to sway people. Dear fellow believers, our 
Lord is speaking to us, “The Kingdom of God has 
come. Preach My Kingdom. Fight against Satan the 
Devil.” 

Long ago, the people of Japan occupied almost all 
the countries in East Asia. Korea was also in the 
hands of the Japanese, but soon after the United 
States dropped atomic bombs at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan unconditionally surrendered. When 
the Emperor of Japan announced the surrender, the 
Koreans found about it by hearing the news from a 
radio broadcast. The people of Korea found about the 
fact that “The owner of this country is no longer 
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Japan. This country has been liberated. Now, this 
country is our country.” Hence, what do you think 
the people at the time had felt as many of them had 
shouted hurrah with Taegukgi, the national flag of 
Korea, in their hands? When Koreans realized the 
fact that “This country is no longer Japan’s. It is our 
country,” that is, when they actually believed that 
fact in their heart, from that very moment on, 
Japanese invaders were no longer able to actually 
wield power in Korea.  

Dear fellow believers, preaching the Kingdom of 
God is same as this. There still are many people on 
this earth getting tormented and ruled by Satan the 
Devil, and so we must tell these people precisely 
about the Truth: “You are currently being deceived 
by Satan the Devil. Do not listen to what Satan the 
Devil is saying any longer. Jesus Christ came to this 
earth, and He has already won back this world as the 
Kingdom of God. By blotting out all our sins, He has 
blotted out all those curses from people tied up by 
Satan the Devil. Jesus Christ took away Satan the 

Devil’s kingdom and once again made it the 
Kingdom of God. Therefore, you must now believe 
in Jesus Christ. When you do so, you will receive 
salvation. You will receive the remission of sins in 
your heart, but not only that, all the powers of Satan 
who torments you will withdraw. Therefore, accept 
Jesus Christ and believe in the fact that Jesus Christ 
has blotted out all your sins and all the powers of 
Satan.”  

This is how we must preach the fact that the 
Kingdom of God has come upon this earth when we 
spreading the gospel. As we do so, Satan the Devil 
will no longer be able to wield power. Dear fellow 
believers, today’s Scripture passage in which the 
Lord tells us to preach the Kingdom of God is a 
Word that is of immense importance to us. 

Even now, many people are getting deceived by 
Satan the Devil. How are they deceived? They still 
think that this world is a world managed by Satan the 
Devil. But, what is the truth? This world isn’t a world 
ruled by Satan the Devil. However, Satan the Devil 
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always attacks you to deceive you. Also, Satan the 
Devil instills in you the thought that if you don’t 
listen to him, you will be destroyed, but please do not 
be deceived by it. When you think that you are 
getting destroyed, all you have to do to defeat Satan 
is to yell out, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
be gone Satan” by faith. When you do so, Satan the 
Devil won’t be able to use power for having heard 
the name of Jesus Christ, who is the King of the 
Kingdom of God and our King. Dear fellow 
believers, we must bear witness to the fact that “The 
Kingdom of God has come in our hearts. The 
Kingdom of God has also come upon this earth,” 
wherever possible at every corner of this earth. Do 
you understand? When Korea was liberated from 
Japan, Koreans made it be known to all people by 
shouting out that fact. Like so, now it is our turn to 
preach the fact to every one of the world, yelling out, 
“The Kingdom of God has come upon you and that 
Jesus Christ has blotted out all your sins, liberated 

you from all the curses of Satan the Devil and saved 
you.”  

When our Lord Jesus was journeying on a road, a 
certain man tried to follow Him. When he said to 
Jesus, “I will follow You wherever You go,” the 
Lord answered, “Foxes have holes and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
His head” (Luke 9:58). I think the Lord knew the 
heart of this man well at the time. This man was 
actually someone who had wanted to act as a king on 
this earth while trying to follow Jesus. That is why 
Jesus said such words to Him. When Jesus was on 
this earth, He had no place to lay His head. No where 
on this earth did He find peace until He had 
completed the salvation by taking on all the sins of 
this earth by receiving the baptism and then dying on 
the Cross. All the enemies of our Lord Jesus rose 
against Him. And so, our Lord told those who had 
wanted to follow Him to preach the Kingdom of 
God. The Lord wanted to bear witness to the fact that 
He came to this earth as the King, destroyed Satan 
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the Devil’s authority, and fought to victory against 
Satan the Devil.  

His true warfare was the fight against Satan the 
Devil, not the fight against us. Originally, Satan the 
Devil was an archangel, but later he stood against 
God. And Jesus Christ personally fought against 
Satan the Devil with God’s just law and claimed 
victory over him. Thus, the Lord tells us to preach 
the Kingdom of God.  

But here, what is another thing that is important? 
Our Lord allowed certain people to follow Him but 
not the others. That is, He refused those who had 
placed their hopes on this earth, but He told those 
who hadn’t to follow Him and entrusted to them the 
work of preaching the Kingdom of God. Dear fellow 
believers, our Lord clearly mentioned the Kingdom 
of God. He wasn’t speaking about the kingdom of 
this world. Genuinely, our God wants to give His 
people His Kingdom. Not only does He want to give 
us His Kingdom, He also wants the Kingdom of God 
planted truly inside our hearts. Yes, this is true. He 

truly wants to engrave in our hearts the fact that we 
are His people, that He is our King, and that we 
become the Kingdom of God by uniting with Him. 

Our God has the wish in His heart for the 
realization of the Kingdom of God through the 
preaching of the Kingdom of God on this earth. What 
is it that our God earnestly wants on this earth? 
God’s will is for every single one of our souls to 
receive salvation, but along with this, the ultimate 
goal of His is for the Kingdom of God to be engraved 
inside the spirits of all the people on this earth. It is 
the realization of the Kingdom of God on this earth. 
This is precisely the purpose that God has toward us.  

What does our Lord want from us? Truly, He 
wants the Kingdom of God to be realized inside our 
spirits. Have you received the remission of sins in 
your heart? If you did receive the remission of sins, 
then aren’t you God’s people? Is Jesus Christ your 
Master? Is He the King? Is He the Creator? Is He 
your Judge? Jesus Christ wants not only to be our 
Savior but also the King to us, and He want to 
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receive worship from us. All of this being realized is 
precisely what the Kingdom of God is. When He tells 
us to preach this, He is telling us to carry out the 
work of preaching the Kingdom of God.  

I believe the Kingdom of God has come first upon 
those of us who have been born again. But, we must 
accurately put this into order that Kingdom of God is 
inside our hearts. “Is Jesus Christ truly in my heart as 
God? Is He there only as the Savior? Is He in my 
heart as the absolute God? Is He in my heart as the 
Judge? Is He in my heart as the God of absolute 
Truth? Is He in my heart as the Creator? Above all 
things, is He the King to me?” Like so, we must 
examine our own heart once again.  

Fundamentally, He was God to us humans. He 
was fundamentally the Creator and the Judge from 
the beginning. He was originally in the hearts of 
people and in the hearts of Adam and Eve. However, 
after Adam and Eve committed the sin because of 
Satan the Devil’s deception, Jesus Christ came to 
stand as just a man among humans and as just the 

Savior for the descendants of Adam and Eve instead 
of standing as the King of the entire humankind.  

But, what is the truth? Jesus is the King of all 
kings and God. This Jesus wanted to recover God’s 
royal authority. He wanted to make known that He is 
the King of the entire humankind. Hence, He says 
here to preach the Kingdom of God. Jesus truly 
wants to exist in our hearts as God: the God of 
creation, our Judge, omnipotent God, the King of 
those of us who believe, and God who has created us. 
Is Jesus Christ inside your spirit as God? Jesus is 
genuinely God, but if this isn’t properly set inside 
your heart, then you start having the thought, “The 
Lord is simply the Savior who has saved us. 
Although He has blotted out our sins, could there be 
some other gods? Wouldn’t God be somewhere 
else?” But there can only be one God, Jesus Christ 
who has saved us, created us, and shall judge us. 
Only Jesus Christ is God in this world, the King of 
kings, the Lord of all lords, the One who shall 
receive worship and praise for generations.  
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When we read the Book of Revelation, it is 
written that Jesus Christ will sit at the right hand of 
the throne of God the Father, open the Book sealed 
with seven seals, and judge everything that is in it. 
Who is the One who will manage everything in this 
world from alpha to omega and from the beginning to 
the end? He is none other than Jesus Christ who has 
saved us. He is the One who has created us, saved us, 
blotted out all our sins, and granted us the eternal 
Kingdom of God. This Jesus Christ wants to recover 
the royal authority as the King inside our hearts. He 
wants to be the King inside His Church, the King 
inside the hearts of the saints, and the King of this 
world. The reason why Jesus Christ came to this 
earth was in order to recover His authority as the 
King.  

However, there are saints whose hearts do not 
have Jesus Christ set as the King inside. Put 
differently, there are people to whom Jesus Christ 
hasn’t become their King. Despite having received 
salvation, there are people to whom that Lord hasn’t 

become their King, and there are people who do not 
know what kind of a being that Lord is.  

What would happen if you and I were like that? 
When we do not correctly know what kind of a being 
the Lord is, strength drains out from us. Hence, you 
and I must clearly set in our hearts the fact that He is 
our Creator, the fact that He is the Savior who has 
saved us from sins, and the fact that He will be the 
God of judgment at the end of time. Like so, when 
we get to know Him properly, strength will rise 
inside the hearts of the saints and abilities will sprout 
up. And also, bold faith shall grow before Him. I am 
saying that when we clearly realize the fact that the 
Lord is God, the Creator, and our King, we will be 
able to receive the omnipotent strength of His power. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

219   The Kingdom of God That Has Come upon This Earth 

 

Has the Kingdom of God Come 
inside Your Hearts?  

 
Dear fellow believers, has God genuinely become 

the King to you? Is Jesus Christ truly your Judge? Is 
He the Creator? Then, I want you to preach to the 
world just exactly who that Jesus Christ is. That God 
Jesus has asked us to preach the Kingdom of God.  

Dear fellow believers, Christianity isn’t a religion. 
What is it which must be set inside the spirit of yours 
and mine who believe in Jesus Christ? What must be 
organized inside our hearts? The fact that Jesus 
Christ is our God and our Divine Entity must be 
planted in our hearts. Jesus Christ is our God, and He 
is the only God. We must have in our hearts the 
enlightenment that He is the absolute God. Only 
then, can the Kingdom of God truly come inside our 
hearts. Only then, can we preach the Kingdom of 
God to others, and then will the power of God appear 
when we preach.  

Dear fellow believers, if we the saints are losing 
strength and not praying very well, and our faith is 
becoming clouded is all due to the results coming out 
from our ignorance of Jesus. All 66 Books of the 
Bible speak of Jesus Christ. In the Book of Genesis, 
it is said, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; 
and there was light” (Genesis 1:1, 3). Here, who is 
the One that said, “Let there be light”? He is none 
other than Jesus Christ who has saved us. This means 
that the One who had created this world from the 
beginning was none other than Jesus.  

When we look at the next Scripture passage, it 
says, “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2). This passage 
describes the Holy Spirit, but then again, who is the 
One who had shown this Holy Spirit? He is none 
other than God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. 
When we read the Book of Revelation, God the 
Father and the Holy Spirit appear, and then the Lamb 
of God, that is, Jesus Christ appears. How about the 
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account of Jesus’ baptism? There appeared Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, and then God the Father, in 
turn.  

What does this mean? It means that Jesus, who 
has saved us, is God. He had existed from the 
beginning when He created this earth and we human 
beings. And, who is the Lord who will judge this 
world in the end? He is also Jesus. It means that God 
the Father has given Jesus Christ all the authorities to 
rule, judge, and save the heavens and the earth, and 
thereby, He had Him rule this earth and judge it as 
well. Therefore, we must clearly engrave in our 
hearts that Jesus Christ is the true King; He is the true 
God; He is God. When we do this, we can pray 
before Him, depend on Him, boldly witness the 
Kingdom of God, and fully offer our entire life for 
Him.  

Dear fellow believers, the Lord said, “No one, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” Truly, only when the 
fact that “The Kingdom of God has come upon this 

earth” is set well inside our hearts, can we preach the 
Kingdom of God powerfully. 

Dearly beloved saints, can you now understand 
what the Kingdom of God is? Do you understand 
God’s intention when He orders you to preach the 
Kingdom of God? Truly, upon all the people on this 
earth, the Kingdom of God has already come. 
However, many people still do not know this truth. 
We must preach to them this truth.  

Jesus Christ wants to show inside our hearts the 
truth that He is the Creator. He wants to show that He 
is the Judge and the King. I hope you will all become 
the type of saints who gain strengths in Jesus Christ 
and witness the gospel by accurately knowing and 
believing in Him. Halleluiah!  
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We Can Be Saved 
Only through Jesus 

 
 

< Luke 10:25-37 > 
“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 

tested Him, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is 
written in the law? What is your reading of it?’ So 
he answered and said, ‘‘You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ 
and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’’ And He said to 
him, ‘You have answered rightly; do this and you 
will live.’ But he, wanting to justify himself, said 
to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Then Jesus 
answered and said: ‘A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by 

chance a certain priest came down that road. And 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, 
came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him 
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. On the next day, when he 
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, when I come 
again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do 
you think was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?’ And he said, ‘He who showed mercy on 
him.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 
likewise.’” 
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In the Scripture passage we read today, we see 
conversation between a certain lawyer and Jesus. 
Jesus is speaking figuratively here. While He was 
speaking, He asked the lawyer who would be 
neighbors of the rescued man, saying, “So which of 
these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell 
among the thieves?” The lawyer answered, “He who 
showed mercy on him.” Through this passage, Jesus 
is teaching us to know who our real neighbors are.  

 
 

Who Finds the Grace of God? 
 
Those who are physically and spiritually pitiful 

are the ones who find the grace of God. They are so 
wretched that God cannot help but grant His Love. 
It’s on these people that God bestows His mercy. 
God’s love and mercy are granted to those who are 
extremely miserable. God grants His love 
benevolently and graciously to the wretched ones 
who deserve His mercy. The true benevolence that 

God has shown to us is manifested in this way to the 
wretched sinners through the gospel of water and the 
Spirit. Let us then take this opportunity to learn in 
more detail about to whom Lord really shows His 
mercy.  

In today’s Scripture passage, Jesus told a parable 
to a certain lawyer, or a mentor of the Law: “A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his 
clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down 
that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the 
place, came and looked, and passed by on the other 
side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on 
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him.”  
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At first the lawyer had approached Jesus and 
asked, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus had then asked him in return, “What is 
written in the law? What is your reading of it?” And 
the lawyer said, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself. Jesus then said to him, “You have 
answered rightly; do this and you will live,” but the 
lawyer, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” The lawyer asked this 
question to justify himself and challenge Jesus.  

Jesus then spoke figuratively about a man who fell 
among thieves on his way to Samaria from 
Jerusalem, and how this traveler was rescued by a 
benevolent Samaritan. We have heard this passage so 
many times that we think we know all about it. I 
suspect that because you are so familiar with this 
passage, some of you might not have paid much 
attention. But rather than just glossing it over 
thinking that we already know it all, we should 

recollect and ruminate on God’s blessings found in 
this passage and make it our spiritual bread. 

The mentor of the Law here approached Jesus and 
tried to show off his observance of the Law. 
Brimming-over with self-confidence and full of 
conceit, he challenged Jesus saying, “I have followed 
all the commandments of God and I have loved my 
neighbors so far, so who’s my true neighbor? I will 
treat him as God commands, so who should be my 
neighbor? If You tell me who my neighbor is, I will 
love him like I love myself.” 

Fundamentally, however, this lawyer was not a 
righteous man who could observe God’s Law. That’s 
because everyone is born with sinful nature and all 
the ingredients of sin. But the lawyer, being ignorant 
of the truth, had misjudged himself, thinking that he 
himself was capable of completely observing God’s 
Law. In other words, the lawyer didn’t know his 
ability. He was overconfident of himself. So he 
challenged Jesus’ righteousness, saying, “Who’s my 
neighbor? I’ll show that I love my neighbor just like I 
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love my own flesh. By doing so, I’ll gain eternal 
life.” So Jesus exposed this lawyer’s conceit through 
a parable, explaining to him, “You’re absolutely not 
capable of observing the Law and will always remain 
so.”  

The first city Jesus mentioned in His parable is 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the city of peace. It is the city 
of religion. During the days of Jesus, Jerusalem was 
Israel’s capital city as well as the largest city of the 
region. The name “Jerusalem” means “teaching of 
peace.” Jesus specifically mentioned Jerusalem in 
His parable to call the lawyer’s attention to his real 
nature.  

In the parable, a certain man went down toward 
Jericho from Jerusalem. All geographical names and 
people’s names written in the Bible have a certain 
meaning. The city called “Jericho” means 
“fragrant”—that is, the city implies this world. This 
will become clearer down the road toward the end of 
my sermon.  

When Jesus explained His teachings, He often 
spoke figuratively. What did Jesus then mean when 
He said that a certain man fell among thieves while 
traveling to Jericho from Jerusalem? This points out 
the fact that that lawyer was from Jerusalem, and that 
he was a religious man, a leader of the Jewish 
religion. And Jesus used this simile to teach us that 
such a religious person was prone to be corrupted and 
fall into the world after leading a long religious life.  

  
 

We Are the Ones Who Fell among 
Thieves While Going Down to 
Jericho 

 
Jesus said, “A certain man went down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and 
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a 
certain priest came down that road and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side.” We can readily 
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know that “a certain priest” here refers to the very 
lawyer to whom Jesus was speaking. Jesus was 
saying to him figuratively, “You are the very priest 
here. You live in the comfort and opulence of 
Jerusalem, and from your elevated seat you teach 
everyone how to live. Even though you talk about the 
Law as a religious leader, and teach people to 
observe it and love their neighbors as they love 
themselves, you yourself don’t observe God’s 
commandments nor love your neighbors, just like the 
priest who avoided the victim here. You yourself 
don’t keep the Law at all.”   

There are many instances in which Christians end 
up falling into the world while leading a religious life 
for a long time. In addition, not only lay believers, 
but Christian leaders who serve as their teachers even 
without being born again—that is, pastors, 
evangelists, elders, and deacons—are likely to be the 
servants of Satan to be condemned. We were the 
same. Before we found the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, we had fallen into sin, weaknesses, 

despair, and the trap of Satan, and as a result, we 
were destined to be condemned and destroyed. Since 
we had believed in Jesus without knowing His 
righteousness, we were bound to hell for our sins.  

Through His parable, Jesus was saying to the 
lawyer, “You, a master of the Law, will become 
depraved as time goes by, and you will suffer 
because of your sins. You boast of your adherence to 
the Law and your faith in God, but you treat the 
Gentiles like animals and you show no compassion to 
those who can’t keep God’s Word. You teach sitting 
in the Temple that one should live according to 
God’s Word, but do you really live as the Law 
teaches you? You are also a sinner who doesn’t live 
by the Law. That’s why you need salvation.”  

In Israel, priests were from the Levites. In 
particular, High Priests were from the descendants of 
Aaron among the Levites. Among the descendants of 
Aaron, men who turned 30 were able to become High 
Priests. God made priests out of the descendants of 
Levi among the twelve tribes of Israel. Priests were 
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the leaders of the Israelites in charge of offering 
sacrifices for their people at the Tabernacle. But one 
of the priests, like the lawyer here who taught the 
people of Israel to live by the Law, passed by when 
he saw the dying traveler who fell among thieves.  

Priests and lawyers knew the Law well and urged 
people to keep the Law, but what was the reality? 
Even though they told the Israelites to live by God’s 
Word and to repent, but they themselves couldn’t 
observe the Law. How about you then? Can you keep 
the Law? No, you can’t. Are you confident that you 
can keep God’s Law 100 percent? No, you can’t. It’ll 
be great for you to keep God’s Law perfectly, but 
you and I are not capable of living by His Law. 
There’s no single person on this earth who can keep 
the Law perfectly. 

But there are many people in this world who don’t 
know themselves and vainly strive to be saved from 
their sins by observing God’s Law perfectly. Just 
how far have they gone astray from God? Some teach 
people to observe God’s Law perfectly, while others 

judge everyone else self-righteously, saying, “Why 
can’t you keep God’s Law?” These people are none 
other than the religious leaders of Christianity. That 
is, they act as religious leaders in Christian 
communities even though they have not yet been 
born again. They are the hypocritical religious 
leaders. They say to people inside their churches, 
“This is what God’s Law is all about, and we should 
live by this Law.” However, they are just shouting 
vacantly without knowing the basic meaning of the 
God-given Law at all.  

Why has God given us the Law? God gave us His 
Law to teach us who we really are and to say to us, 
“You all commit sin like this.” God didn’t give us the 
Law for us to be saved by keeping the Law. Rather, 
He gave us His Law to let us realize our sins, as it is 
written, “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). But contrary to 
God’s intention, there are many people who are 
interpreting the Law mistakenly and challenging the 
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Lord by asking, “Who is my neighbor? I will love 
him as I love myself.”  

Such Christians cannot help but go down to 
Jericho—that is, go out into the world—even though 
they have believed in Jesus for a long time and their 
church positions have been elevated, because they 
have not yet met the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. They will end up being corrupted more after 
believing in Jesus. Even though they want to live by 
God’s will, they can’t. When they believed in Jesus 
for the first time, they were usually passionate and 
their faith was kindled up. But as time passes by, 
their faith cools down and they become corrupted 
even more due to their sins, even though their 
positions are going up from deacons to elders or from 
assistant ministers to senior ministers. What our Lord 
said to the lawyer here means this: “It is you who 
didn’t do anything to the person who fell among 
thieves. And you’re the one heading to hell. You are 
the very person who desperately needs the help of 
your neighbor, and your neighbor is none other than 

Me.” In other words, Jesus Himself is the true 
neighbor of all of us human beings.  

Christians strive to observe the Law, but it’s very 
hard to do so because of their human weaknesses. 
They simply are incapable of observing the Law. But 
most Christian leaders compel their congregations to 
live by the Law. Why did God give us His Law then? 
It’s to realize our sins. Therefore, it’s not right to 
teach those who have not been born again yet to 
observe God’s Law. That kind of teaching deviates 
far from the will of God and the purpose of the Law. 
Someone like the lawyer in today’s Scripture passage 
is good at teaching everyone else even though he 
himself has not been born again. What do such 
people do when they come across another person in 
trouble? Even when their neighbor falls victim to 
thieves and is dying, they just stare at the victim 
without doing anything, as though it were none of 
their business. They have no idea what to do.  

Those who claim to believe in Jesus without 
knowing God’s righteousness are not the ones who 
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have been born again. Yet despite this, even though 
these people profess to believe in Jesus as their 
Savior without knowing God’s righteousness, it may 
seem at first that they are able to reach an elevated 
spiritual state. Certainly, these people themselves are 
prone to think that they are good Christians. But as 
time goes by, they become corrupted and ultimately 
end up going out into the world just as the priest in 
today’s Scripture passage went down to Jericho from 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is located on high elevation 
while Jericho is located at least 270 m (900 feet) 
under the sea level. Even though many misguided 
Christians are pursuing a holy life through a religion 
called Christianity, they are actually running toward 
the fragrance of this world and to their destruction.  

Among those who don’t yet know God’s 
righteousness, none can completely observe His Law. 
But this lawyer dared to say, “Who is my neighbor? 
I’ll take care of him. I’ll love God with all my 
strength and heart until I die. And I’ll love my 
neighbor just like I love myself. I’m perfect in 

serving God. And now I’ll give my love to my 
neighbor.” Do you think you can meet all your moral 
obligations to your fellow men? No one can do this. 
Even if Confucius comes back to life, he cannot 
fulfill all his moral duties to fellow men. This is 
precisely why our ancestors taught Confucian ideas 
so diligently to their descendants, because these ideas 
represented some ideal but unattainable state. Given 
how it’s impossible to follow all the Confucian 
teachings, they provide little more than a moral 
compass on how one ought to live ideally. But no one 
can actually fulfill all his moral obligations to others 
perfectly.  

The Law is composed of two sets of 
commandments, one that we should keep in our 
relationship with God, and the other in our 
relationship with our fellow men. Put differently, 
there are 613 statutes in the Law specifying the do’s 
and don’ts for our relationship with God and men. 
But is anyone capable of observing God’s 
commandments perfectly? Can you keep all the 
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statutes outlining how you should treat your 
neighbor, let alone God? No, you can’t. This inability 
is defined by your fundamental nature as a human 
being; you have nothing to show off before God. But 
the arrogant lawyer was so confident of himself that 
he said, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” God 
made His Law for everyone to realize his sins, and 
for the born-again to use it as the basic guideline to 
life. Therefore, those who have not yet been born 
again should be born again first by believing in the 
gospel of Jesus’ baptism and blood. 

 
 

But Who’s My Neighbor?  
 
With His parable, Jesus was saying to the lawyer, 

“A traveler fell among thieves while he was going 
down to Jericho and was left to die. A priest came 
along, but he passed by the victim no matter how 
much he cried out for help. This priest is none other 
than you, running away from your neighbor in need.” 

Jesus had the lawyer in His mind when He told him 
this parable.  

In the parable, the traveler was robbed of all his 
possessions and he was bleeding to death. So he cried 
out for help, but the priest that came upon him did 
not reach out to him. Instead, the priest thought to 
himself, “That man has blood all over him! Should I 
go there and help him, or should I just pass by 
pretending that I didn’t hear anything?” Calculating 
in his head, he thought, “What if the man dies while 
I’m helping him? I’ll then have to take care of the 
corpse. He is so badly wounded. It’ll be a disaster if I 
try to help and he dies anyways. I might help him if 
his injuries weren’t so serious, in which case I’d be 
able to take some credit for saving the man. But the 
man is almost dead. What can I do at this point? 
Nothing!” So the priest decided to pass by the victim 
pretending not to have seen anything.  

What does this account mean? The Lord is saying 
that all the religious leaders who have not been born 
again yet are just like this priest. He is saying that no 
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sinner can live by the Law. The parable of the Good 
Samaritan teaches that if anyone believes in God 
without being born again, then in time he will be 
corrupted rather than building his faith. Deceived by 
Satan, he will then commit more sins, and he will 
ultimately perish to pay off the wages of his sins. 
Satan attacks men incessantly to alienate them from 
God. When one gives into Satan’s temptation, he will 
perish in the end. This is one of the lessons taught by 
the parable of the Good Samaritan.  

There are all kinds of sins, but they all lead to the 
destruction of sinners. You should realize that you 
yourself are a sinner, and that you were born with sin 
from the very beginning. Just being vaguely aware of 
this is not enough; you must apply what you know to 
yourself. If you have not been born again yet, you 
should first admit that you are a sinner. So you 
should know that you are going to hell because of 
your sinful state. If you just think vaguely in your 
head that you might be a sinner, you can just gloss 
over it, but if you clearly know and realize that you 

are a sinner, you will also realize that God’s 
judgment is unavoidable. The Bible says, “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). You 
should realize that every sinner is destined to be cast 
into the fire of hell without fail. If anyone says that 
he is a sinner but doesn’t know that he is heading 
straight to hell, this person knows his sinful state 
only vaguely and superficially. In other words, he is a 
sinner only in theory. He is like a pig that doesn’t 
know its last day is about to come. If you have any 
sin, that is, if you are a sinner, then you are destined 
to hell. It’s the truth. Can anyone who has sin go to 
Heaven? No, absolutely not. Even if a person 
believes in Jesus piously and religiously, he can 
never go to Heaven unless he is born again.  

In Christian communities, those who attend 
church without being born again vaguely think that 
they will go to Heaven even if they have sin, just 
because they believe in Jesus. But these Christians 
are mere churchgoers. Will they not go to hell even if 
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they have sin in their hearts just because they believe 
in Jesus? If one has sin in his heart, he must go to 
hell. The Lord said, “The wages of sin is death.” 
Those who have sin are destined to go to hell without 
exception. God clearly said this truth. If you believe 
in God’s Word as the truth, you should know your 
true nature and acknowledge yourself. It will then be 
possible for you to be saved from all your sins. The 
very first thing that you should realize is that if you 
have any sin, you will be cast into hell.  

When a Christian starts to believe in Jesus, he 
observes God’s Law well, does virtuous things to his 
neighbors, preaches the gospel, and does everything 
else quite well. But just like the traveler who fell 
among thieves and was left half dead, all the worldly 
Christians are bound to lose their everything, from 
their own virtues to their good deeds and their own 
righteousness. Because of the sins they keep 
committing, they will lose their own righteousness 
eventually. That one has lost all his possessions 
means that he has lost all his righteousness. We also 

were such people who couldn’t help but confess after 
committing sin, “Lord, I’m a sinner. Unless You save 
me, I’ll die here. I’ll go to hell.”  

It is you who fell among thieves, and it is you who 
should say, “I’ll go to hell. Please save me.” 
Whoever is not born again has sin in his heart. Such a 
person is to fall among thieves, who will strip him of 
his clothing and slash him, and he will eventually 
bleed to death. Everyone who has any sin will end up 
in hell. All sinners will be thrown into burning fire. 
Yet despite this, there still are some people who 
actually boast of the fact that they are sinners. Not 
knowing that they have been deceived by Satan and 
are heading straight to hell, they say that they are 
sinners who believe in Jesus. These people are 
certain to go to hell. Because sinners are spiritually 
blind, they can neither see God nor find the way to 
Heaven. So they all need to meet the Good Samaritan 
first and get his help.  

With His parable, Jesus is saying here that one can 
be saved from all his sins only when he meets the 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

233   We Can Be Saved Only through Jesus 

 

Samaritan, that is, Jesus who is our benevolent 
neighbor. The teachers of the Law and the priests 
were just extolling on the virtues of obeying the Law 
with their words, but they themselves were not able 
to live by the Law. It was inevitable for such priests 
and lawyers to succumb to the world eventually, just 
like the traveler who fell among thieves. Moreover, 
while they were on the slippery road to the world, 
they also lost all their righteousness, virtues, and 
belongings. They should have instead surrendered 
themselves to the Lord and come to His presence to 
ask for His salvation.  

It’s written, “Likewise, a Levite, when he arrived 
at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the 
other side” (Luke 10:32). This passage once again 
points out that those who lead a religious life 
including the religious leaders and church officers are 
hypocrites. Those who have not been born again 
cannot live in Jerusalem—that is, the Kingdom of 
God. They can’t help but be hypocrites. They pretend 
to be holy and talk about holiness and devotion, but 

when we look deep into their hearts, we see that they 
are filled with sin and they are destined to hell. 
Therefore, these Christians must believe in Jesus’ 
baptism and His blood to be delivered from all their 
sins.  

This is what Jesus wanted to teach through His 
parable of the Good Samaritan. But when preaching 
about this Scripture passage, those who have not 
been born again say, “Let’s not act like this priest. 
Let’s not behave like the Levite. Let’s instead find 
and help all who fell among thieves just like the 
Good Samaritan did.”  

My beloved believers, what are we like? Can you 
really do what the Samaritan did? This Good 
Samaritan is none other than our neighbor Jesus. It is 
Jesus alone who has really cleansed all our sins with 
the baptism He received from John the Baptist and 
the blood He shed on the Cross. Even though worldly 
pastors are giving preposterous sermons on this 
Scripture passage, we can realize that this passage 
does not mean what they say it means. As Jesus said 
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in the parable, a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came across the victim, and when the Samaritan saw 
him, he had compassion. So he went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on the 
wounds; and he set him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him.  

This Samaritan here doesn’t refer to any well-
disposed man of the world or any benevolent 
Christian. Nor does he refer to you and me. He 
doesn’t imply the ideal type of pastor, elder, or 
deacon, either. The Good Samaritan refers to none 
other than Jesus Christ who was rejected by the Jews 
but became the cornerstone of God’s salvation, as it 
is written, “The stone which the builders rejected has 
become the chief cornerstone” (Psalm 118:22). The 
Jews at the time looked down on the Samaritans 
because they were of mixed blood. The Israelites 
despised the Samaritans, saying they were lowly 
people. But one of the Samaritans, as he journeyed, 
came across the victim of a robbery, and when he 
saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and 
he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. On the next day, when he 
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said to him, “Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will 
repay you.” In other words, this parable means that 
when we fell among thieves, when we were troubled 
with sin, and when we were destined to hell, Jesus 
came to us and saved us. In short, the Lord is 
teaching us that He has saved us like this.  

 
 

What Did This Samaritan Do to the 
Man Who Fell among Thieves?  

 
When the Samaritan saw the victim, he felt pity 

for him. Having compassion on someone is 
benevolence. If left alone, we all are destined to go to 
hell. No matter how hard we try to live by God’s 
will, we can’t do it. We are incapable of following 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

235   We Can Be Saved Only through Jesus 

 

the will of God to perfection. We’re feeble men. We 
are such miserable beings in God’s eyes. That’s why 
the Almighty God takes pity on us. Human beings 
might point a finger at each other’s failure, but God 
Almighty, who is the God of love, the God of the 
Truth, and the Savior, takes pity on us humans. The 
Good Samaritan took pity on the dying man, 
approached him and anointed him. This symbolizes 
that Jesus came down to this world in the flesh of 
man, and saved all people with His baptism and 
blood. He took pity on all humankind and saved it.  

Most Jews did not respect Jesus. Only a few 
people who followed Jesus closely recognized and 
respected Him. Jesus did not have anything to be 
admired in His outside appearance. Far from 
admiring, the Jews actually despised Jesus. Our Lord 
had been always scorned since He came to this world 
born in lowly status. But despite being scorned by the 
people of this world, it was Jesus who had saved all 
of mankind, just as it was the lowly Samaritan who 
rescued the dying man. God had become a lowly 

Man to save us humans. The Creator of the universe 
came to this world in the flesh of man, as it is 
written, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). 

What did Jesus, our God, do for us when He came 
to this world? Just as the Israelites’ sins were passed 
onto the sacrificial lamb by laying their hands on its 
head in the Old Testament, Jesus bore all the sins of 
mankind and blotted them out by being baptized by 
John the Baptist at the age of 30.  

 
 

The Gospel of the Righteousness of 
God Has Saved Us 

 
Let’s turn to Matthew 3:13-15 here: “Then Jesus 

came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him, and John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You 
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coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, 
‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him.” That 
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist is the same 
work that the Good Samaritan did by pouring oil on 
the wounds of the plundered man. This passage says 
that Jesus the true God was baptized to save all 
sinners destined to hell. Jesus was baptized at the age 
of 30. He began His public life when He turned 30. 
He began the ministry of saving all mankind from its 
sins. Jesus approached John the Baptist when he was 
giving baptism to the people of Israel in the Jordan 
River. When He sought to be baptized by John the 
Baptist, John tried to dissuade Him at first, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to 
me?” Jesus then said to John the Baptist firmly, 
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.”  

Our Lord came to this world to save sinners. And 
He gave His flesh to us sinners when He turned 30. 
Jesus said to John the Baptist when He was about to 

be baptized, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” We should 
realize and believe the reason why Jesus said this. 
Why was Jesus baptized by John the Baptist in the 
Jordan River? And why did Jesus say, “Permit it to 
be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness”?  

Here is why: Jesus was baptized because we had 
all become sinners destined to hell, and He wanted to 
cleanse us from all our sins. Where Jesus said here, 
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness,”  the word “thus”  is   
“οϋτως γάρ” (hoo’-tos gar) in Greek, which means 
“just in this way,” “most fitting,” or “there is no other 
way besides this.” This word shows that Jesus took 
the sins of humankind onto Himself irreversibly and 
most properly through the baptism He received from 
John the Baptist. 

In the Old Testament era, if a sinner wanted to be 
delivered from his sins before God, he had to bring a 
sheep without blemish, pass his sin onto the head of 
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the sacrificial animal by laying his hands on its head, 
cut its throat to draw its blood, put it on the horns of 
the altar of burnt offering, cut the flesh of the animal 
to pieces, put them on the altar, and burn and offer 
them to God as a sin offering. The sinner was then 
remitted from his sins before God through this 
sacrificial system. Jesus was baptized to blot out all 
the sins of every sinner destined to hell. Jesus was 
baptized to make us righteous.  

“For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Just as the Israelites’ sins were 
passed onto their unblemished sacrificial animal, 
Jesus took all our sins onto Himself through His 
baptism and was condemned on our behalf as our 
own propitiation. Jesus was baptized to bear all the 
iniquities of every sinner. That is why Jesus bowed 
His head before John the Baptist, and John the 
Baptist baptized Jesus in a form of the laying on of 
hands. Just as the sins of the people of Israel were 
passed onto the sacrificial animal through the laying 
on of hands in the Old Testament, Jesus the Lamb of 

God was baptized by John the Baptist to bear and 
eradicate all the sins of this world once and for all. 

 
 

John the Baptist Is the 
Representative of All Mankind 

 
Among those born of women John the Baptist was 

the greatest man. As is written in Matthew 11:11, 
Jesus Himself bore witness of John, saying, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has not risen one greater than John the 
Baptist.” Jesus said this because John the Baptist had 
passed all the sins of mankind to Jesus as the 
representative of all humankind. The moment Jesus 
was baptized, He took all the sins of mankind onto 
Himself and blotted them out. As Jesus began His 
public life at the age of 30, He was baptized first and 
accepted all the sins of mankind passed onto His 
head. And He proclaimed for three years that He was 
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the Light of this world and the Savior. When Jesus 
died on the Cross, He cried out, “It is finished!”  

It is by being baptized by John the Baptist, and 
thereby taking upon all the sins of the world, that 
Jesus Christ cleansed away each and every sin in this 
world. “Thus”—that is, by being baptized, Jesus 
accepted all the sins of this world passed onto Him 
and bore the judgment of blood on the Cross on 
behalf of us sinners. In this way, He delivered all of 
us believers from all our sins. This is the purpose of 
the baptism Jesus received. Do you believe this? 
When Jesus said to John the Baptist, “Permit it to be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness,” He was saying, “John, baptize Me to 
pass all the sins of mankind to Me. I will bear all the 
sins of mankind on My body.” In this way, Jesus 
eradicated all the sins of this world.  

Just like the sacrificial sheep or goat without 
blemish in the Old Testament, Jesus gave His body 
for us mankind by being baptized and by bleeding on 
the Cross. Jesus was baptized for all sinners. God the 

Father praised Jesus who obeyed and carried out this 
mission. It is written, “When He had been baptized, 
Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17). God the 
Father was saying here, “With His baptism, My Son 
obeyed Me and carried out My order to bear all the 
sins of this world.” God the Father Himself bore 
witness of this Truth. It is then only a matter of 
course for us to believe that the Lord has saved us 
from all our sins. We should also believe that Jesus 
bore all your sins and mine by being baptized when 
He came to this earth. All of us must be delivered by 
this faith.  
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 “Behold! The Lamb of God Who 
Takes Away the Sin of the World!”  

 
Let’s turn to John 1:29: “The next day John saw 

Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” 
John the Baptist here bore witness of Jesus. Because 
John the Baptist himself had baptized Jesus in the 
Jordan River, he was able to testify this about Jesus. 
He bore witness of Jesus by saying, “Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
When John the Baptist saw Jesus approaching him, 
he testified about Jesus like this to his disciples and 
the crowd gathered around him.  

When were the sins of this world passed onto 
Jesus? When were your sins and mine passed onto 
Jesus? When were all the sins of all human beings of 
this world transferred to Jesus? It was when Jesus 
was baptized. When Jesus came to this world and 
was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, 
He bore all the sins of this world. And the next day of 

His baptism, as John the Baptist saw Jesus come 
toward him, he bore witness of Jesus, saying, 
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” By this, John the Baptist was saying, 
“Jesus is the Messiah and the Savior. He is the Savior 
of all mankind. He has borne all your sins and mine, 
and all the sins of even the future generations to 
come. He is the Lamb of God.”  

About 2,000 years ago, John the Baptist passed all 
our sins to Jesus by baptizing Him, which is 
equivalent to the laying on of hands carried out in the 
Old Testament era. And having seen Jesus bear all 
the sins of this world, he testified, “Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
You and I are both living in this world. From the 
moment we were born from our mothers’ wombs, we 
have belonged to this world. Regardless how long we 
have lived since we were born, we can’t help but 
commit sin before the presence of God. Whether we 
believe in God or not, we all commit sin. But what 
happened to the sins you committed? All of them 
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were passed onto Jesus. Jesus became “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” We 
should know and believe in this baptism of Jesus 
properly.  

In Luke chapter 10 here, the Lord said that the 
Samaritan had compassion on the plundered man and 
went to help him, pouring oil and wine on his 
wounds. This implies that the Lord took upon all our 
sins and blotted them out by being baptized. Jesus 
not only bore all the sins of this world, but He also 
shed His blood and died on the Cross to be judged on 
our behalf. You and I must believe this. It’s by 
believing in this Truth that we can be saved. When 
you and I believe in Jesus’ baptism and His death on 
the Cross, we can be delivered by the Lord.  

Whatever sins we have committed from birth till 
now, they were already all borne by Jesus when He 
was baptized. And whatever sins we will commit in 
the future, they were also already borne by Jesus. Our 
life expectancy may be around 70 to 80 years, and all 
through our lives, we keep committing sins. All those 

sins were passed onto Jesus about 2,000 years ago 
when He was baptized. How we think about it is not 
important; what’s important is that Jesus came to this 
world, was baptized, died on the Cross, and was 
resurrected from death. Were all our sins passed onto 
Jesus through His baptism? Did Jesus bear all the 
sins of this world? Has this baptism of Jesus cleansed 
all our sins? The answer to all these questions is yes. 
Knowing and believing these things are absolutely 
important.  

If you are 40, you must have committed countless 
sins so far. Were all these sins then passed onto Jesus 
already? Yes, they were. If you were to live long 
enough to reach 90, you would have 50 more years 
left in your life, and sins you commit during those 50 
years also belong to the sins of the world, which were 
already passed onto Jesus 2,000 years ago. Each and 
every one of our sins belongs to the sins of the world 
regardless of when they were committed. The sins we 
commit today belong to the sins of this world; the 
sins we will commit tomorrow also belong to the sins 
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of this world; the sins we committed yesterday also 
belong to the sins of this world; the sins we had 
committed before yesterday are also included in the 
sins of this world; the sins we committed the minute 
we were born are the sins of this world; and the sins 
we inherited from our parents are also the sins of this 
world. Each and every sin we commit until the day 
we die, including even the sin we commit on our 
deathbed, are all included in the sins of this world. 
Even that last sin was already passed onto Jesus. The 
Bible clearly proclaims that Jesus is “The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” Around 
2,000 years ago, Jesus already bore all the sins of this 
world. Therefore, you and I no longer have any sin. 
To have the right faith is to see this evidence and 
believe in this truth unwaveringly.  

Even though we don’t know when we will die, we 
know for sure that we will continue to commit sin 
until our very last day in this world. But Jesus bore 
all those sins already through His baptism. We were 
saved not by doing something virtuous, but by 

believing that Lord had saved us from all our sins. 
This means that we were not delivered by observing 
the Law or doing good works. We cannot do so 
because of our weaknesses, even though our hearts 
want to do so. For every one thing we do right, we do 
five things wrong. We are nothing more than 
wretched sinners destined to hell. The Lord has saved 
such people like us and made us righteous. The Lord 
has saved you and me and all the people of this 
world. We were delivered by our faith. Your sins and 
mine were all passed onto Jesus.  

The Book of Leviticus records the sacrificial 
system. According to the sacrificial system, a sinner 
had to lay his hands on the head of a lamb or goat to 
pass all his daily sins to the animal and pray, “Lord 
God, I have sinned before You. Please, accept this 
animal and forgive me.” This man then cut the throat 
of the animal, drew its blood, and handed it over to 
the priest in charge. The priest then put the blood on 
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and cut the 
animal into pieces and put them on the altar to burn it 
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with fire as a sin offering to God. Like this, the 
Israelites offered the sin offerings whenever they 
committed sin, but their sins continued to pile up 
because they couldn’t offer sacrifices every day.  

So, the Lord God established another sacrifice for 
His people and that was the sacrifice of the Day of 
Atonement. It was performed by the High Priest on 
the tenth day of the seventh month. On that day, the 
High Priest offered sacrifices to atone the yearly sins 
of all the Israelites as the representative of his people. 
To offer the sacrifices for the people, he first had to 
offer a bull as a sin offering, which was for himself, 
and make atonement for himself and for his house. 
The High Priest then brought two goats and offered 
one of them for the Lord inside the Tabernacle. The 
High Priest laid his hands on the head of the first goat 
to pass the sins of all Israelites, drew its blood, and 
brought it into the Most Holy. He then sprinkled the 
blood seven times on the lid of the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Mercy Seat that was placed on the east 
side of the Most Holy. Number seven in the Bible is 

the number of God, and it represents “perfection.” By 
this sacrificial blood, the wages of the yearly sins of 
all Israelites was paid off once and for all.  

There were golden bells attached to the hem of the 
robe of the ephod, which was the outer garment of 
the High Priest. So, whenever he sprinkled the blood, 
the golden bells sounded, and the Israelites were 
listening to that sound outside the Tabernacle. When 
the High Priest sounded the golden bell seven times, 
all the Israelites were relieved to hear this because 
they knew that the wages of their sins was 
successfully paid off. 

The High Priest then brought the remaining goat, 
the scapegoat, in front of his people waiting outside 
the Tabernacle and laid his hands on its head, 
praying, “Lord God, these people have committed 
sins during this year—the sins of evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, evil eye, 
blasphemy, pride, and foolishness. I, as the 
representative of Your people, now pass all these sins 
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over to this scapegoat by laying my hands on its 
head. Please, accept this sacrificial animal instead of 
the lives of all Your people.”  

After this, the High Priest sent away the scapegoat 
into the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. 
The goat bore on itself all the Israelites’ iniquities to 
an uninhabited land and it was released in the 
wilderness. What happened to the scapegoat then? It 
died bearing the sins of the Israelites in the 
wilderness. This is how the Israelites were atoned for 
their yearly sins on the Day of Atonement. 

What is written in Hebrew 10:1? It says, “For the 
law, having a shadow of the good things to come, 
and not the very image of the things, can never with 
these same sacrifices, which they offer continually 
year by year, make those who approach perfect.” 
Here, the Lord teaches us about His perfect and 
everlasting salvation by relating His sacrifice with 
the sacrifice of the Day of the Atonement. Jesus has 
offered the eternal sacrifice with His body through 
His baptism and His blood of the Cross. Put 

differently, by coming to this earth and by being 
baptized, our Lord once and for all bore our sins that 
were not cleansed by everyday prayers of repentance. 
Jesus has saved us, who believe in His baptism and 
blood, from all of our sins to perfection. John the 
Baptist swept all the sins of this world and passed 
them onto the head of Jesus when he laid his hands 
on His head so that whoever believes in the baptism 
and blood of Jesus would have no sin at all. Our Lord 
accepted all the sins of mankind and bled on the 
Cross. While it was the High Priest who offered 
sacrifices for his people in the Old Testament era, in 
the age of the New Testament, it is John the Baptist, 
the last High Priest and the descendant of Aaron the 
first High Priest, who fulfilled the duty of 
transferring the sins of the entire human race (Luke 
1:5-17, Matthew 11:11-13).  

Born as the son of Zechariah the priest, John the 
Baptist was sent by God six months prior to Jesus. 
And both Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were the 
descendants of Aaron the High Priest. By being 



◄              CONTENTS              ►

244   We Can Be Saved Only through Jesus 

 

baptized through this John the Baptist, Jesus took all 
the sins of mankind onto Himself. And by thus 
bearing all the sins of this world and being judged on 
the Cross, He has saved us all. By being baptized for 
our sins, He has cleansed all our sins from our hearts.  

What did Jesus say in His parable? He said that 
the Samaritan went to the plundered man and 
bandaged his wounds after pouring oil and wine on 
the wounds. Jesus has healed all those destined to 
hell for their sins, who were miserable, tormented by 
sin, and afflicted by demons.  

What the Samaritan did here, pouring oil on the 
wounds, refers to the ministry of Jesus—that is, it 
refers to the fact that Jesus Himself bore all sins on 
behalf of us humans and was condemned in our 
place. It is a symbolic representation of Jesus’ 
ministry of the water (His baptism) and the blood. By 
pouring oil on the wound, we can protect the wound 
from infection. Likewise, Jesus has completely 
cleansed away all the sins of mankind― the sins that 
you and I had when we were born from our mothers’ 

wombs, the sins we have committed so far, and even 
the sins we will commit in the future. He has 
completely saved us so that no matter how weak we 
are, we cannot become sinners again. By being 
baptized personally, Jesus bore all our sins. He has 
taken away all the sins of the entire human race. And 
by dying on the Cross, He was judged vicariously for 
the sins of all people and saved us from judgment. 

After pouring oil on the wounds, what did the 
Samaritan do? After oil, he poured wine on those 
wounds. The wine the Samaritan poured symbolizes 
Jesus’ blood. Wine also means joy in the Bible. As it 
is written, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us,” Jesus came to this earth in the flesh of man, and 
at the age of 30, He bore all our sins through the 
baptism He received in the Jordan River. In this most 
fitting way, He blotted out all our sins. In such a 
proper way, the Lord gave His joy to us the believers. 
He has eradicated all our sins.  

Do we then have any sins left in us? No, of course 
not! What about others? Are all the people of this 
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world also sinless? Yes, they also have no more sin. 
The problem, however, is that there are so many 
people who don’t realize and believe in what Jesus 
has done for them, the Truth of being born again, 
even though all the sins of this world have already 
been eradicated perfectly thanks to Jesus’ righteous 
work. Because they don’t realize this Truth of 
salvation that our Lord has completed, they are 
leading a religious life holding on to their sins only to 
be ruined in the end. They will be killed by thieves 
on their way to Jericho—the world, that is—and 
ultimately be cast into hell, even though the Savoir 
has already come and saved all of us with the water 
and the blood (1 John 5:4-8). 

The Bible states, “So then faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
And it also says, “You shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32); “I am the 
light of the world, He who follows me shall not walk 
in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12).  

As we see in these Scripture passages, the truth 
lies in Jesus Christ’s water and blood. The Lord says 
that one is not saved just because he is a master of 
the Law, or because he observes the Law well. 
Rather, one can be saved only when the Good 
Samaritan, that is, Jesus Christ, meets with him and 
shows mercy on him. What about you then? Have 
you met with the Samaritan? Have you found the 
Samaritan whom everybody ridiculed? Jesus was 
mocked by all men in this world. He is still ridiculed. 
But Jesus became your Savior and mine. Jesus is the 
God of love who will give us eternal life if only we 
would believe in Him.  

Our Lord has given us real joy. When we believe 
that all the sins of this world including yours and 
mine were passed onto Jesus through His baptism, 
we will have genuine peace, true satisfaction and real 
joy. When our sins are broken away and severed, that 
is, when we cut off all our sins by faith, we will be 
overwhelmed with joy. We should circumcise the 
foreskin of our hearts as it is written, “Therefore 
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circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-
necked no longer” (Deuteronomy 10:16). That is, 
when we admit with faith that all our sins were 
passed onto Jesus, we will receive the circumcision 
of the remission of sins in our hearts. In this way, we 
will have joy and peace in our hearts. 

The Samaritan healed the person who fell among 
thieves. How did he heal the injured man? He used 
oil and wine, pouring them on the wounds. Likewise, 
Jesus has also poured oil and wine on all our slashed, 
broken, and bruised wounds caused by the sins we 
have committed. He has poured oil and wine on 
every wound that stings our hearts constantly. Our 
Lord Jesus says, “I have borne all those sins by being 
baptized by John the Baptist. All your sins were 
passed onto Me when I was baptized. And I was 
crucified and judged on your behalf. So you don’t 
have any sin anymore. Believe this Truth.” Even at 
this very moment, our Lord is admonishing all of us 
like this. 

My dear fellow believers, were all the sins you 
committed in the past really passed onto Jesus? Yes, 
they were all passed onto Him. And Jesus bore all the 
sins we are committing now. He bore all our past and 
present sins, and even the sins we will commit in the 
future until the day we die, all at once. Jesus took all 
the sins of this world once and for all by being 
baptized, and He paid all the wages of those sins by 
shedding His blood on the Cross. 

Now, how sinners are saved, how we are born 
again, how we receive eternal life, and how we 
become God’s righteous children—all these can be 
realized when we believe with the heart that Jesus 
was baptized and died on the Cross to save us from 
all our sins. By believing in this Truth, the way of 
God’s salvation, we can put on the grace of God. 
Jesus took away all my sins. He took away all your 
sins also. All of us must realize and believe in this 
Truth to reach our salvation.  

Jesus came to this world as the Savior. And when 
He came, He had to accept all our sins through the 
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laying on of hands according to the law God the 
Father had established in His sacrificial system. It 
would have been impossible, however, for all the 
billions of people living in this world to lay their 
hands on Jesus’ head to pass their sins to personally. 
But Jesus is the God of wisdom. The Book of 
Hebrews says that He made all the believers perfect 
by coming to this world and by giving Himself just 
one time.  

Let’s turn to Hebrews 10:1-8 here: “For the law, 
having a shadow of the good things to come, and not 
the very image of the things, can never with these 
same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by 
year, make those who approach perfect. For then 
would they not have ceased to be offered? For the 
worshipers, once purified, would have had no more 
consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there is 
a reminder of sins every year. For it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and goats could take away 
sins. Therefore, when He came into the world, He 
said:  

‘Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, 
But a body You have prepared for Me. 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
You had no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 
In the volume of the book it is written of Me— 
To do Your will, O God.’’  

Previously saying, ‘Sacrifice and offering, burnt 
offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, 
nor had pleasure in them (which are offered 
according to the law)’” (Hebrews 10:1-8). 

This Scripture passage says, “For the law, having 
a shadow of the good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with these same 
sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, 
make those who approach perfect.” Now people 
can’t be made perfect just by the Law of the Old 
Testament. God’s Law brings us wisdom and teaches 
us about sin every day. And God also gave the 
Israelites the sacrificial system so that they would 
make atonement for their sins. But even though the 
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Law and the sacrificial system teach us about the 
atonement of our sins, neither can completely save us 
from all our sins.  

God had established two kinds of sacrifices for the 
Israelites: One for their daily sins, and the other for 
the yearly sins of all Israelites. When an Israelite 
committed a sin, he had to offer a sacrificial animal 
in person. But once a year, on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, the High Priest offered the sacrifice 
of the Day of Atonement to blot out the yearly sins of 
all Israelites.  

The people of Israel had to live by every statute of 
the Law. If one offended any statute of the Law, he 
had to offer a sacrifice to atone for the sin. But 
because no one is perfect, the Israelites could not 
keep all the statutes of the Law, nor could they offer 
sacrifices for all the countless sins they committed 
every day. Even when they offered a sacrifice for one 
particular offence, it wasn’t long before they turned 
into sinners again, since none of them could avoid 
committing sin, and so they had to come back and 

offer yet another sacrifice to make atonement. For 
obvious reasons, this was simply untenable. 

Knowing this limitation very well, God set the 
Day of Atonement and delivered the Israelites from 
their yearly sins through the sacrifice offered by the 
High Priest. But even the sacrifice of the Day of 
Atonement was limited in what it could achieve, as it 
had to be offered every year. As finite and limited 
human beings, we simply cannot attain the perfect 
remission of sins through the sacrificial system given 
in the Law of the Old Testament. The Law and the 
sacrificial system of the Old Testament cannot make 
us completely sinless.  

That is why the Savior, Jesus Christ, came in the 
New Testament era and bore all our sins once and for 
all by being baptized. In this way, and by being 
condemned on the Cross, He has made us sinless and 
saved us from judgment. This is how the Lord has 
saved us. We can be saved from all our sins only 
when we believe in this redemption. The Law itself 
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cannot save us. Nor can we save ourselves through 
our own righteous acts.  

 
 

Then What Must We Believe to Be 
Delivered from All Our Sins? 

 
It’s written in Hebrews 10:9-10: “Then He said, 

‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.’ He 
takes away the first that He may establish the second. 
By that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” As 
the passage makes it clear, we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. That Jesus offered Himself once for all means 
that He took away all our sins once for all by being 
baptized in the Jordan River. And by the being 
crucified once for all, Jesus bore the condemnation of 
our sins. As the Bible says, “The wages of sin is 
death.” Sinners must be put to death. If we have sin, 
we must be put to death, but Jesus has delivered us 

from all our sins once for all. Jesus has saved us not 
by accepting our sins every day, dying every day, and 
rising from the dead again every day, repeating His 
work time after time. Rather, Jesus the true God has 
delivered mankind from all its sins once and for all, 
by coming to this world once, accepting all the sins 
of mankind at once through His baptism, and being 
crucified only once. This was the will of God the 
Father. And Jesus met this will with full obedience.  

“By that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And 
every priest stands ministering daily and offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins. But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand 
of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are 
made His footstool. For by one offering He has 
perfected forever those who are being sanctified” 
(Hebrews 10:10-14).  

What did God say here? The phrase here, “But 
this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
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forever,” means that all the sins of this world were 
passed onto Jesus once for all when He was baptized. 
Christ has remitted away all our sins, whether 
committed in our hearts or acts, consciously or 
unconsciously. This is the purpose for which Jesus 
came to this earth, to deliver us from all our sins. He 
came to save us from all our sins. Our Lord bore all 
the sins of everyone and forever remitted them away 
once and for all. In other words, He offered an 
eternal sacrifice.  

Our Lord has cleansed away all the sins we have 
committed and will ever commit from the foundation 
of the world to its end, all at once. We don’t know 
how many more years are remaining in this world, 
but about 2,000 years ago, Jesus accepted all the sins 
of mankind passed onto Him by being baptized by 
John the Baptist in the Jordan River. So your sins and 
mine were all passed onto Jesus. Each and every sin 
in this world has already been passed onto Him. He 
offered an eternal sacrifice once for all by bearing all 
our sins once for all, shedding His blood on the Cross 

to be judged once for all, and rising from the dead 
again in three days; and He has become the Savior of 
all who believe in Him. You and I believe in Jesus 
now, but He bore all our sins already 2,000 years 
ago. So, all we have to do is just believe in this Truth 
and confess, “The Lord accepted all my sins passed 
onto Him through His baptism. He was judged on the 
Cross on my behalf. He suffered such terrible scorn 
and pain. He died to save me, but He rose again and 
is now sitting at the right hand of God the Father. 
And even at this very moment, He is alive making 
His believers perfect.” 

The Lord offered the eternal sacrifice once for all 
and is now sitting at the right hand of God the Father. 
Now God is no longer working for our salvation, for 
He has already completed the work of eradicating all 
the sins of mankind. It is by believing in this Truth 
that we can be saved. None other than this is God’s 
righteousness.  

Romans 1:17 states, “For in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
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‘The just shall live by faith.’” There is an interest 
thing in Chinese character concerning this word 
“righteousness.” Righteousness here is “Yi” (義) in 
Chinese character, and this character is composed of 
two component letters: “Yang” (羊), which means 
“sheep,” and “Wo” (我), which means “I.” In other 
words, it means, “I have become a righteous person 
because of a sheep—that is, I have become a sinless 
person thanks to the sacrificial love of the Lamb.”  

God’s righteousness is that He has made us sinless 
through His Lamb and saved us perfectly from all our 
sins. In contrast, man’s righteousness is just like a 
dust cloth. Human beings are filthy like a dirty rag. 
Our own human righteousness is nothing. We 
humans are destined to go to hell after living a 
worthless and futile life devoid of any meaning, as it 
is written, “Truly the hearts of the sons of men are 
full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead” (Ecclesiastes 9:3). 
So God took pity on us and became the Savior of us 
sinners. The Lord bore all the sins of you and me 

once for all and is now sitting at the right hand of 
God the Father. He has already solved the problems 
of all our sins, and is now sitting at the right hand of 
God. It is therefore absolutely imperative for us to 
realize that Jesus was baptized to take away all our 
sins in the same way that the sacrificial animals of 
the Old Testament bore the Israelites’ sins through 
the laying on of hands.  

Just as the Israelites’ sins were passed onto the 
sacrificial animals when they laid their hands on the 
animals’ heads in the Old Testament era, Jesus bore 
the sins of the world on His holy and sinless body by 
being baptized—that is, His body shouldered our 
sins. Even though His heart had no sin, His body 
came to have sin. Jesus thus bore all our sins through 
His baptism and died on our behalf. This was in the 
same manner in which sacrificial animals bore the 
Israelites’ sins and died in their place under the 
sacrificial system of the Old Testament. In this way, 
your sins and mine were cleansed away thoroughly. 
Jesus’ baptism is what washed away all our sins. He 
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accepted all our sins passed onto Him through His 
baptism. This is precisely why, when Jesus was about 
to be baptized, He said to John the Baptist, “Permit it 
to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Jesus was baptized not because He 
was humble. It was not because He had no power nor 
because He respected John the Baptist. He was 
baptized for one purpose alone—to save us.  

Only through His Word can we be saved. We can 
be saved only by realizing and believing in the Word 
of God correctly. That is why faith is so 
indispensable to our salvation.  

Let’s turn to Hebrews 10:14-18 together here: 
“For by one offering He has perfected forever those 
who are being sanctified. But the Holy Spirit also 
witnesses to us, for after He had said before, ‘This is 
the covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, says the LORD, I will put My laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds I will write them,’ then He 
adds, ‘Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.’ Now where there is remission of 

these, there is no longer an offering for sin” 
(Hebrews 10:14-18).  

It is written here, “Now where there is remission 
of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.” Yet 
despite this, despite the fact that there is no longer an 
offering for sin, too many Christians still pray as the 
following: “Lord, please forgive me for committing 
sin. I have committed sin again today. Please forgive 
this sinner. Jesus, please come to this world from 
Heaven and die on my behalf on the Cross once 
again.” But you don’t need to pray like this any 
more. You don’t have to do this again at all.  

Jesus became our own Good Samarian and 
poured oil and wine on our wounds. He poured oil on 
our wounds of sin. In Isaiah chapter 53, the Bible 
states:  

“Surely He has borne our griefs  
And carried our sorrows;  
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,  
Smitten by God, and afflicted.  
But He was wounded for our transgressions,  
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He was bruised for our iniquities;  
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,  
And by His stripes we are healed” 
 (Isaiah 53:4-5). 
Isaiah was a servant of God who had ministered to 

the Israelites around 700 years before Jesus Christ 
came to this world. Just as Isaiah had prophesied 
here, Jesus was indeed wounded and bruised for our 
iniquities and sins. But Jesus had no reason to be 
scorned. He had no reason to be stripped of His 
cloths. Yet even so, Jesus was stripped of His cloths, 
He was spit at, and He was slapped on His cheek. He 
was put to shame like this because He had taken all 
your sins and mine onto Himself by being baptized in 
the Jordan River. All of us should acknowledge this 
in gratefulness. Jesus truly bore all our sins by being 
baptized in the Jordan River, and as a result He was 
ultimately condemned on the Cross in our place. 

“Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.’ Now where there is remission of 
these, there is no longer an offering for sin.” As the 

Bible makes it clear here, we no longer have any sins 
left. Because Jesus bore all our sins and went to the 
Cross to eradicate them, we have now become sinless 
and righteous. The Lord accepted all our sins passed 
onto Him through John the Baptist and was judged 
on the Cross on our behalf. And having risen from 
the dead again in three days, He is now sitting at the 
right hand of God the Father, waiting for the day 
when He returns to take us away.  

All of you must believe in this truth. You must 
believe that all your past, present, and future sins 
have already been passed onto Jesus Christ. The Lord 
knows well we are vulnerable beings destined to 
commit sin again. He knows all about us. That’s why 
the Lord cleared all our sins in person and made us 
His people. That’s why He has made us His children. 
He has saved us so that we would not be cast into 
hell, and He has blessed us to make us His own 
people and His own children. As the Bible says, “But 
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, to those who believe in 
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His name,” we have become righteous by faith, we 
have received eternal life by faith, and we have 
become God’s children also by faith. Do you believe 
in this, my fellow believers? Do you really believe 
that you now have no sin?  

The Good Samaritan poured oil and wine on the 
wounds of the traveler who fell among thieves and 
bandaged his wounds. Then he set the injured man on 
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him.  

What is an inn? It’s a place where travelers stop 
by in their journey to get some food and rest for a 
while. This inn here implies God’s Church. The 
traveler who fell among thieves was saved in that 
place, but he was so badly wounded that he had to be 
continuously taken care of inside the inn. This means 
that you must abide in the Church and continue to 
listen to the Word of God to be completely healed 
from all the wounds of both your body and heart. 
This is why the Good Samaritan took the injured man 

to the inn, to show that the saints must abide in the 
Church.  

The Good Samaritan then gave the innkeeper two 
denarii, saying, “Take care of him; and whatever 
more you spend, when I come again, I will repay 
you.” What is the metaphorical meaning of the two 
denarii here? This implies that God has entrusted His 
Church with the Word of the Old and New 
Testaments. In other words, God has entrusted His 
Church with His Word until His return, so that all 
who have fallen among thieves—sinners, that is—
would be saved from their sins.  

My dear fellow believers, our Lord has saved us 
more than sufficiently. Paul the Apostle said, “There 
is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:1). 
Now, there is no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ. Condemnation means the judgment of the 
guilty. God no longer impugns any sin on us His 
believers. That’s because He took away all our sins. 
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Jesus is God. He has removed all our sins with the 
water and the blood. Our Lord has cleansed away all 
our sins with His baptism and the blood of the Cross. 
That’s why He said, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to 
the Spirit.”  

Paul continued on to say, “For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from 
the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). The God of 
the Spirit became a Man, came to this earth, and 
saved us from all our sins, thus becoming our Savior. 
God has thereby made us His children. And to heal 
the wounds of our sins, He took us to an inn to be 
taken care of—that is, to His Church. The Master of 
the Church where the born-again are abiding is God 
Himself. And the innkeeper is God’s servant. Who 
are the guests then? They are the saints, who had 
fallen among thieves but were saved from their sins, 
all by listening to the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit while drowning in the ocean of sins. These 
saints are now resting and rejoicing in God’s Church.  

This world is filled with sins, and as a result we 
the saints also get wounded in our hearts. Because we 
are human beings, we sometimes fight, commit sins, 
make mistakes, and get wounded in our hearts in the 
process. This is why it is so important for us to come 
to God’s Church and listen to the Word proclaiming 
that our Lord has cleansed away all our sins and all 
the sins of the world. We will then be healed from 
our wounds and our battered souls will recover; and 
when our spiritual health is restored, we can take care 
of those who come after us until the day the Lord 
returns, and then enter the eternal Kingdom of God to 
enjoy peace and glory as His people and His 
children. 

This is God’s redemption, and it is the true 
meaning of the parable our Lord gave to the lawyer. 
Our Lord was saying to him, “Even you, a mentor of 
the Law, can’t live by the Law. You are the very man 
who fell among thieves. Who is your Savior then? I 
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am your Savior.” The Lord said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me” (John 14:6). And He also said, “Nor is 
there salvation in any other, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.” We should always remember that it 
is all thanks to our Lord that we have been saved by 
believing in His name.  

Let’s turn to 1 John 5:4-12: “For whatever is born 
of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he 
who overcomes the world, but he who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? This is He who came by 
water and blood-Jesus Christ; not only by water, but 
by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears 
witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are 
three that bear witness in heaven; the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 
And there are three that bear witness on earth the 
Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three 
agree as one. If we receive the witness of men, the 

witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of 
God which He has testified of His Son. He who 
believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; 
he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, 
because he has not believed the testimony that God 
has given of His Son. And this is the testimony; that 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:4-
12). 

Our Lord came to this world by the water, the 
blood, and the Spirit. God Himself personally 
became a Man, and to be our Savior, Jesus the true 
God was baptized and He shed His blood on the 
Cross. These three—the water, the blood, and the 
Spirit—are the evidence that God has saved us. It’s 
not just by the blood, nor just by the water, nor just 
by the Spirit that God has saved us. The Lord has 
saved us by all three—the water, the blood, and the 
Spirit.  
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That is why the Lord said to Nicodemus in John 
chapter 3, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:5). This passage is saying, 
“Unless you believe in Jesus’ baptism and His blood 
on the Cross, you cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” 
It is through the baptism of Jesus Christ that our sins 
were passed onto Him, and therefore this baptism of 
Jesus is indispensable to our salvation.  

Let’s now turn to 1 Peter 3:21: “There is also an 
antitype which now saves us― baptism (not the 
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God), through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  

The baptism here—water, that is—is an antitype 
which now saves us through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. By coming to this world as a Man and by 
being baptized, Jesus accepted all our sins passed 
onto Him. He made us sinless. He was also judged on 
the Cross on our behalf. And He rose from the dead 
again in three days. Where is the evidence that Jesus 

cleansed away all our sins? It’s in the baptism He 
received. John the Baptist himself testified to this 
truth after baptizing Jesus. By being baptized by John 
the Baptist, Jesus cleansed away all our sins and 
saved us, just as the Bible says, “There is also an 
antitype which now saves us― baptism.” And Peter 
the Apostle went on to say, “Not the removal of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God.” This passage means that even though 
we have been saved by believing in the baptism of 
Jesus and His blood on the Cross, this does not imply 
that we no longer commit any sin in our flesh. We 
still commit sin in our flesh, but all our sins were 
already taken care of by Jesus, and therefore we can 
approach God with a good conscience. 

God could save us only by passing our sins to 
Jesus. And we can approach this God boldly, for we 
have faith in His Son Jesus Christ. It is to enable us 
to come to the presence of God boldly that the Lord 
cleansed away all our sins through His baptism and 
blood, and saved us perfectly. The baptism of Jesus 
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has saved us, and this baptism that Jesus received to 
cleanse our sins is the antitype of salvation.  

If Jesus were to ask you, “Who’s your neighbor? 
Who has shown mercy on you?” you should answer, 
“It’s You, Lord. You are my Good Samaritan. You 
are my good neighbor who showed mercy on me.” 
Who took compassion on us? It’s Jesus. Jesus had 
compassion on you and me. Jesus is the God who has 
saved you and me.  

Legalists can never save you or me. They hurt us 
instead. They are hypocrites teaching others not to 
commit sin, but all the while they commit sin 
themselves. These people often weigh heavily on the 
believers’ minds by blaming everything bad on their 
sins, saying to them, “It’s because you have 
committed sins. It’s because you did something 
wrong.” If this were true, you and I should have 
perished thousands of times. But we have not 
perished; on the contrary, we have been saved! 
Unlike us, however, these teachers of the Law, that 
is, the legalists, cannot be saved. Through today’s 

Scripture passage, the Lord is saying to us that only 
those who believe in the Truth of the water, the 
blood, and the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ can be 
saved.  

Do you believe in this Word with your heart? This 
is the redemption of God. Do you believe that all the 
sins of this world were passed onto Jesus? When 
Jesus was baptized, He bore all our sins. You are of 
the world, I am of the world, and everyone else is 
also of the world. By taking away all the sins of this 
world through His baptism, Jesus has saved all its 
people.  

Sadly, however, many people still have not been 
saved and are living with a hardened heart, all 
because they do not know this Truth, and therefore 
they do not believe in it. But we should all remember 
that it is only by faith that everyone can be saved.  
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• KeyBoard 
 

1) Page Up / Page Down Key 
Page Up  =  Previous Page,          Page Down  =  Next Page 

 
2) Arrow Key 

←  or  ↑  =  Previous Page,         →  or  ↓  =  Next Page 
 
• Acrobat Reader Menu Button 
 

◄  =  Previous Page,                 ►  =  Next Page 
 
• Link  
 

◄  =  Previous Page,                 ►  =  Next Page 
  Table of Contents  =  Go to Table of Contents 
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SKIPING TO A PAGE 
 
 
 
 

1) Key Board 
 

Ctrl + N Key : The number of page you want to go to. 
 
 
 

2) Acrobat Reader Scroll Bar 
 

Click and drag in the scroll bar until the page number  
in the number field matches the page you want to go to. 
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Using Bookmarks 
 

   You can move easily where you want by using bookmarks 
 
 

      - Show bookmarks : Press F5 Key on your keyboard. 
 

      - Hide bookmarks : Press F5 Key again  
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