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What Kind of Life Are You Living Now?
There are two kinds of righteousness in this world which are constantly in
conflict and struggle with each another; these are the righteousness of God
and the righteousness of man. Although God’s righteousness faces many
obstacles, it always prevails over the righteousness of man and leads us to
the victorious way. That’s because the Word of God is almighty. Because
God’s almighty power is with us, we are able to taste His blessings, for the
Word of God has the power to reach our hearts, thoughts and souls, and
brings all His blessings to us.
So my question to all of you who believe in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit is whether or not you are really relying on God’s power coming
from His Word. My admonition therefore to each and every one of you is to
completely entrust yourself to God’s power.

◄

CONTENTS

►

Sermons on Genesis (VII)

THOSE WHO
POSSESS
ABRAHAM’S FAITH
Those Who possess Abraham’s Faith

PAUL C. JONG

Copyright © 2008 by The New Life Mission
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by
any means without the written permission of the author.
Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version.

Hephzibah Publishing House

ISBN 89-8314-784-9

A Ministry of THE NEW LIFE MISSION
SEOUL, KOREA

◄

CONTENTS

►

Table of Contents
Preface ---------------------------------------------------- 8
Throw Away Your Thoughts:
Get Out of Your Country, from
Your Family, and from Your Father’s House
(Genesis 12:1-5) ------------------------------------ 11
The Faith of the Altar of the Burnt Offering
(Genesis 12:1-9) ------------------------------------ 22
The Blessings Received through God’s Church
(Genesis 12:5-20) ---------------------------------- 31
Those Who Stand by Faith
(Genesis 12:10-20) --------------------------------- 41
You Should Recognize God’s Church
(Genesis 12:10-20) --------------------------------- 60
Place Your Heart in the Land of Canaan
(Genesis 13:1-18) ---------------------------------- 80

The Lord Is with Those Who Have Set Their Hearts
(Genesis 13:1-18) --------------------------------- 103
Walk by the Spirit
(Genesis 13:1-18) --------------------------------- 127
Faith Is the Substance of Things Hoped for
(Genesis 13:14-18) ------------------------------- 143
Spend Your Wealth for the Lord
(Genesis 14:1-24) --------------------------------- 163
We Are God’s Children Consecrated from the World
(Genesis 14:1-16) --------------------------------- 177
The Life of Faith Is All about Uniting
(Genesis 14:1-24) --------------------------------- 185
Abraham Followed God Instead of the Flesh
(Genesis 14:17-24; 15:1) ------------------------ 204

◄

Cover Page

►

Abraham’s Faith That Forsook Material Possessions
(Genesis 14:17-24) (Genesis 15:1) ------------- 219

The Seed of Salvation by the Word of God
(Genesis 15:3-11) --------------------------------- 329

Abraham Truly Was a Great Man
(Genesis 14:17-24) ------------------------------- 229
Love God More than the World
(Genesis 15:1) ------------------------------------- 251
The Same Faith as Abraham’s Faith
(Genesis 15:1-6) ---------------------------------- 270
The Righteousness That Abraham Received
from God
(Genesis 15:1-7) ---------------------------------- 287
You Must Keep Your Heart Away
from Material Greed
(Genesis 15:1-7) ---------------------------------- 295
Possess the Faith That Abraham Had
(Genesis 15:1-21) --------------------------------- 311

◄

Cover Page

►

8

Preface

Preface
The Pioneers of True Faith Were
Those Who Followed God by Having
the Same Faith As Abraham Had
Abraham is often called the father of faith to all
those who believe in and follow the Words of God.
This is because Abraham trusted in the Spoken Word
and followed after God, and he also reformed himself
with this Word. Idolatry was very prevalent in the
days of Abraham, even his own father worshipped
idols. However, when God spoke to Abraham, he
boldly followed after Him in obedience. Abraham
was already 75 years of age when he heard the Word
of God and decided to follow Him. Given this age,
Abraham must have had plenty of his own
preconceived ideas; therefore it was only when he
denied these strong thoughts, was he able to follow
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God’s Word. And because Abraham believed that
God’s thoughts were right, he could indeed deny his
thoughts and follow the Word of the Lord by faith.
How about you then? Have you also denied your
thoughts to follow after God’s thoughts? You and I
have received the remission of our sins by believing
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. As the first
discoverers of the gospel of the water and the Spirit,
we had to explore the uncharted dominion of faith
just like the early explorers of the New World. In
many ways, we are like Christopher Columbus who
discovered the Americas.

Christopher Columbus:
The Explorer Who Discovered the
Americas
On August 3, 1492 a historic event took place in
Palos where an expedition of 88 men led by
Christopher Columbus began their landmark voyage

Preface

across the Atlantic in three relatively small wooden
sailing ships. As most people in those days thought
that the earth was flat, they believed that anyone who
reached the end of the sea would plunge over the
edge to their deaths. Columbus however believed that
the earth was spherical. So he thought that if he kept
sailing to the west, he would reach India for sure. But
all his sailors were afraid. Even though Columbus
was sure that the earth was round, the sailors would
not believe in his words.
On October 20, 1492 Columbus landed at an
island in the Bahamas, which he aptly named San
Salvador and claimed it for Spain. Thinking that the
island was part of India, he called its inhabitants
“Indians,” and so as the result of this the indigenous
peoples of the Americas came to be called
collectively as Indians. Although Columbus never
realized it in his lifetime, he had actually discovered
the Americas by sailing across the ocean for the very
first time since the Vikings’ days. Furthermore,
Columbus’ discovery of the navigational route to the
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West Indies carries an enormous historical
significance, as the Americas became a major site for
European activities, and this discovery laid the
groundwork for the subsequent Spanish colonization
of the New World.
When Columbus returned to Spain after seven
months, he was received like a triumphant general,
and Queen Isabella hosted a great ceremony to
welcome him. At the ceremony someone who was
jealous of Columbus remarked, “Anyone could have
discovered the Indies if he just kept sailing to the
west.”
Hearing this, Columbus picked up a boiled egg
and said, “Can anyone make this egg stand on its
end?” So everyone tried, but no one could achieve
this. Columbus then picked up the egg, tapped it
gently on the table to break its end, and made the egg
stand upright. Seeing this, everyone laughed at him.
But Columbus said, “Once a feat is achieved anyone
can do it. What really is difficult is to achieve that
feat for the very first time.” All those present were

Preface

impressed with Columbus’ words and actions.
Like this, to believe in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit and to follow the guidance of the Lord for
the first time is very difficult, and it may even bring
fear to some people. However, you should realize
here that if you follow in the footsteps of the servants
of God who followed the Lord before you, then you
will also become triumphant. Abraham’s faith and
life were approved by God because he followed after
God by trusting wholly in His Word. We can also
become like Abraham if we follow the Words of God
along with our predecessors of faith. Let us therefore
all become victors of faith like Abraham!
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Throw Away Your Thoughts: Get Out of Your Country, from Your
Family, and from Your Father’s House

Throw Away Your Thoughts:
Get Out of Your Country,
From Your Family, and
From Your Father’s House

Haran. Then Abraham took Sarai his wife and
Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions
that they had gathered, and the people whom they
had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to
the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan.”

< Genesis 12:1-5 >
“Now the LORD had said to Abraham: ‘Get
out of your country, From your family And from
your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.
I will make you a great nation; I will bless you
And make your name great; And you shall be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I
will curse him who curses you; And in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.’ So
Abraham departed as the LORD had spoken to
him, and Lot went with him. And Abraham was
seventy-five years old when he departed from

The First Thing We Must Do in Our
Spiritual Life Is to Get Out of Our
Country, from Our Family and from
Our Father’s House
Today I want to speak about Abraham. The
Scriptures refer to Abraham as the ancestor of faith.
As we can see from Abraham’s life, he always
walked with God and believed and depended on Him.
It is written,
“Now the LORD had said to Abram:
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‘Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.
I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing’” (Genesis 12:1-2).
The Lord told Abraham to get out of his country,
away from his family and from his father’s house,
and go to a land that God would show him. Abraham
was 75 years old when this happened and it must
have been really hard and difficult for him to leave
the land he had been attached to whilst living there
until then. It is not easy for anyone to leave their
homeland that they have been living in for a long
time. Especially in the old days, people did not leave
their homeland unless some kind of calamity like war
took place. A homeland is not only a place one is
born and raised in, but is also a place like a mother’s

bosom that one’s heart rests upon. Thus, humans and
even wild animals yearn to return back to their
homeland when they are near death, and people even
bury their dead with their heads facing towards their
homeland when they are unable to return to their
homeland.
However, the very first thing we must do in our
spiritual life is to depart from the house of our father
and family and our homeland. One cannot lead a
proper spiritual life if we do not get out of our
country, from family and from our father’s house. It
was God’s will to have Abraham enter the land of
Canaan. God told Abraham to leave his father’s
home in order to do this. In order to live a genuine
spiritual life, you and I must also first depart from the
home of our father and our family, and secondly,
enter the land of Canaan where God shows us.
Leaving our father’s house does not actually mean
that we have to leave the home we are living in now;
it means that in order to live out our faith, we must
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depart from our fleshly thoughts we had lived with
before receiving salvation. Only then can God lead us.
Otherwise we cannot enter the land God shows us if
we are full of fleshly thoughts we had before. And so
everyone who is willing to lead this spiritual life after
believing in God we must leave the house of our
father and family in our homeland, the place that we
know well.
We are almost finished with all our courses in the
mission school, and our three sisters will stay on in
Choon-cheon Church for now and the brothers will
be sent to the other Churches. And there are three
more families that will enroll and receive training in
the mission school during the next term. They will
also leave this place and do ministry in a different
place after receiving training in the mission school.
They have to depart like this in order to preach the
gospel in many more places.
However, it is really difficult to throw away our
hearts, our thoughts, and our flesh which we were

dwelling in for such long time. We must also depart
from our old thoughts just as Abraham did by leaving
the house of his family in his homeland, but that is so
very difficult. The first thing one must do while
leading this spiritual life after receiving the remission
of sins is throwing away our own thoughts, but only
someone who has tried this knows how hard it is to
do this. It is the same with our lay brothers and
sisters, but the brothers and sisters who have finished
the training in the mission school, especially must
now live this spiritual life obeying the directions of
the Church as full-time workers of the Church. It will
be difficult for them to obey because they have to
give up many things more than other people.
However, such a life of obeying whatever the Church
commands, going when the Church directs them to
go and coming when the Church directs them to
come, is not easy. We are satisfied regardless of
where we are as long as we can serve the gospel
since the thing we must ultimately do is to preach the
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gospel. If the Church directs us to go and serve in a
certain place, then we must go and serve in that
place.
It is very difficult for us to separate from each
other after living together for a long period of time.
Especially a worker who serves the Lord will
experience such difficult separation because he has to
move often in order to preach the gospel in many
more places. I have also moved many times to this
place and that place after meeting the Lord, but
moving around like this is good in some respects. It
would be tiring to stay in just one place and it would
be nice to have a change of environment sometimes.
However, I know that the brothers who are to
graduate from the mission school will have some
difficulties because they have not moved around to
much. Sheep also have much fear when they are
going to enter a strange place for the first time. There
is some excitement and expectation of where one
would end up going, but there is also fear and

concern since it might be a place they have never
been to. Departing from the homeland one has been
living is very hard and difficult.
However, the ministry work is not just difficult
since the Church throughout the entire country is one.
It is rather good. You do not have to worry since you
will work in the same Church of God wherever you
go. You do not have anything to worry about since
the Church has prepared and supported everything
when it directs you to go somewhere. The brothers
and sisters who have received training first will serve
the Lord in their respective positions and the workers
who have just recently received training will continue
to receive training in various aspects under those
predecessors. After all, they also have to leave the
house of their father and family in their homeland.
This Word is not limited to just the spiritual aspect.
This is the Word God told Abraham that is, to really
leave his fleshly family relationships. Because he
was a man of God, Abraham had to leave the
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homeland he was born in, the place where his fleshly
family lived, and the place he was raised. It must not
have been easy for Abraham since he had to go away
from his beloved family and go to a foreign land he
had never been before.
It is not that difficult to leave the people who have
not been born again spiritually even if they are fleshly
parents. When we have been spiritually raised up in a
place where we have been born again and are sent out
from this place, we must depart with a joyful heart like
a child who has grown up and is leaving home as an
adult. I do not mean that you should ignore and forget
the Church where you were born again and who
nurtured you, but I mean that you must preach the
gospel to more people in a new place with this Church
as your base. God will dwell with you and also blesses
you if you do this. God will also bless the people who
bless you also the people who become born again
through you. It is because God has promised to bless
those who bless us and curse those who curse us.

We Must Throw Away Our Fleshly
Thoughts
The most important thing in leading our spiritual
life is to throw away our own thoughts. It is because
the first step in our spiritual life begins from getting
out of our country, from our family and from our
fathers’ house. Of course, this is very difficult. But
nevertheless we must leave for sure. It is very
difficult to throw away our thoughts, but we must for
sure throw them away. We must throw away all our
old habits and thoughts. A person who has been born
again must have new thoughts and faith and follows
by believing in the new teachings from the Word of
God. Everything becomes new after receiving
salvation. He meets new people, attends a new
Church, faces a new environment, and therefore all
things become new to him. Those who have been
born again must have new thoughts all the time and
follow the Lord with new faith. Following God by
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faith means following the Word of God, and this also
means following the words of the leader that is
guiding them with the Word and following the
directions of the Church.

You Must Know Where You Belong
There are many people who are forced to retire.
They are forced to retire although they are still young,
and some are even fired from work instead of being
retired. We often see people being fired for rebelling
against the organization or company they belong to.
For example, there are instances of people getting
fired for being at the forefront of change by exposing
the corruption they know and have experienced. We
see instances where they are excluded from being
rehired after their employment contract has expired
although they have won the legal battle. And there
are many people who become unemployed because

their company goes out of business because the
workers of that company form a union and causes
labor disputes even to the point of destroying the
company because they do not have “ownership” of
that company and just think, “This company is a just
company that belongs to its owner, therefore I have
to think about myself first.” The labor union
movement in our country is especially well known
for its violence. There are many foreign companies
that have given up doing business in Korea and have
left; they all say that they cannot run their companies
normally in Korea because of its violent labor unions.
Of course, its employees have the right to seek
change of any unjust treatment. But the important
thing is that companies cannot but go out of business
because its employees view the company they work
for as an enemy or an object of dispute if they do not
have a sense of belongingness.
We can look at an example of this. Every social
organization can be seen as a boat and its members of
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this organization can be seen as the sailors of the boat.
That is, each of them has a different position and
responsibility, but they are all a part of its common
destination. But what would happen if each crew
member sought his own profit and if it was not
realized, they would threaten to make a hole in the
boat, and indeed made a hole in that boat? Water
would suddenly gush into that boat and they would
all die. How foolish is this? But sadly such things
really happen a lot.
There is a reason why I am telling you of this as
an illustration. It is because there is something I want
to say to the brothers who are going out to ministry
sites after finishing their training at the mission
school, and the brothers and sisters who are being
trained now. Not everything God’s Church is doing
can satisfy all of you. And so, dissatisfaction can
become an issue in the things the Church is doing at
times and a desire to leave the Church can arise to
your heart when such dissatisfaction piles up. But we

must know where we really belong and do not fall off
from where we belong. We must have a heart that
cares for the place we belong to instead of just trying
to uphold our pride. I want you to think like this.
Whether you are in a company or in a church, a
person who does not have a sense of belongingness is
really nothing. No matter what people say, this
Church that you and I belong to is the Church of God,
the Church where the Word of God is present, and
the Church that preaches the gospel. No matter which
Church in the entire country you are sent to and the
Church you work for is your Church, this is the
Church you must care for, the Church you must be
responsible for; and you must keep in mind that the
Church you belong to is your body.
We must not try to find weaknesses, corruptions,
iniquities from one another whilst living together in
God. Of course, people who have been born again do
not have such great corruptions. But if one thinks that
other people are full of iniquities while he is not like
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them and just tries to tear down all the time, then
such a person will eventually be left alone and will
be rejected when he encounters any difficulties. You
must know that you will be rejected if you reject
anyone else. I am saying this to you because you can
grow properly in the Word when you stay in the
Church together and have a united faith and have one
heart and one sense of belongingness that you are one
family.
We find positives and negatives from one another
while leading this spiritual life together in the Church,
the body of God. But if we cannot tolerate such
things and insist that the other person is wrong and
that only we are right, then clearly we are the
problem, not the other person. And so we must give
up our own thoughts, criteria, and habits and follow
the Word of God while leading this spiritual life in
God’s Church, and we must know that we are one
body in the Word of God and remember this is “my
Church.” Then only will we come to see the other

saints’ positives and admirable things instead of his
iniquities. And so we will soon be able to see such
admirable faith and come to learn from it and also be
influenced positively by it without even knowing it
and also take in these influences without even
knowing it. Therefore, one grows properly and comes
to serve the Lord faithfully in the position God has
placed him. Thus, we must know well where we
belong.

We Must Leave All Fleshly Things
and Lead the Spiritual Life by
Becoming One with God’s Church
God told Abraham,
“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house.” God was telling
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Abraham to leave all his fleshly things behind. God
was telling him to leave everything and everyone that
he used to live with, such as his fleshly parents and
family members who were not born again yet, and
his homeland. The new settlement that Abraham
would dwell in was the land of Canaan. Abraham
knew and believed in this and followed the Word of
Jehovah God. And his nephew Lot also decided to
follow him. At that time, Abraham was seventy-five
years old.
How long did Abraham live for? It is written in
the Book of Genesis chapter 25 verses 7-8, “This is
the sum of the years of Abram’s life which he lived:
one hundred and seventy-five years. Then Abram
breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old
man and full of years, and was gathered to his
people.” When Abraham’s died he was one hundred
seventy-five years old. Abraham lived for 100 more
years after leaving his homeland. In Abraham’s
entire lifetime of one hundred and seventy-five years,

seventy-five was like a young adult. Even during
young adulthood, it is very difficult to leave his
father’s house in his homeland. Leaving his fleshly
parents behind is not easy for anyone. But Abraham
left for that road because he believed and followed
only after God.
We all have received the remission of sins. And
everyone who has received the remission of sins
leaves his or her fleshly parents. I have also left my
home and family like this; and you must also live this
spiritual life focused on the fact that Abraham
departed from his homeland. We must join our hearts
with the fact that Abraham had followed the Word
and also follow after the Word in this same manner.
Following the Word is what faith and belief is all
about. On the other hand, it is a fake faith and
unbelief if one does not follow the Word. I want all
of you to follow God and live by faith. You must
remember that you must follow the Word of God in
order to really lead this spiritual life faithfully.
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And you must remember that you must leave your
father’s house. You must leave your thoughts, leave
your fleshly things, and leave all the things of your
past behind. I want you to know that you must
believe in God, follow the Word, and be with the
Church that is the true belief and faith. And I want
you to believe.
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The Faith of the Altar of
The Burnt Offering
< Genesis 12:1-9 >
“Now the LORD had said to Abram:
‘Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.
I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.’
So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken
to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from

Haran. Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot
his brother’s son, and all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people whom they had
acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan. Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of
Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To
your descendants I will give this land.’ And there
he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared
to him. And he moved from there to the mountain
east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an
altar to the LORD and called on the name of the
LORD. So Abram journeyed, going on still toward
the South.”

The Old Testament progresses from the period of
Adam, to the period of Noah, to the period of Shem,
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and the period of Abraham comes after the period of
Shem. Chapter twelve of the Book of Genesis
describes the period of Abraham. God had thus
appointed the leaders for His people and showed His
will through its leaders. And when a leader was about
to die, God appointed another leader for them and led
them by faith as his predecessor had done.
After Terah, Abraham’s father, had died, God said
to Abraham,
“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house” (Genesis 12:1),
and Abraham followed the Word of God and went
towards the land of Canaan. Abraham was
seventy-five years old when he left his family and his
country.

Abraham Built an Altar of Burnt
Offering to Jehovah God
It is written, “Then Abram took Sarai his wife and
Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people whom they had
acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan.” The Scriptures record like that. And it is
also written, “Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of
Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To
your descendants I will give this land.’”
God appeared to Abraham and his family when
they entered the land of Canaan, and as a result
Abraham built an altar of burnt offering there for
Jehovah God, who appeared to him and where he
offered up worship service to Him. Why did he build
an altar there? And what kind of altar was this? This
was the same type of altar of burnt offering that
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Adam and Eve, Abraham’s ancestors, had built and
offered burned offering up to God. And this altar of
burnt offering was also the same type of altar Abel
used when he slaughtered sheep and goats and
offered these up to God; also it was the same type of
altar Noah built after coming out of the ark after the
Great Deluge. Abraham built this altar as the sign of
inheriting faith, to usher in the period of Abraham.
And it tells us that Abraham built the altar to
Jehovah God. His ancestors also built this type of
altar while they were still alive. What do you think is
the reason for this? It was used to give thanks and
offer up worship to God, who saved them who could
not but die and receive judgment like this. They were
offering up this worship to God, returning glory to
God, commemorating the name of God, and
remembering this God who had been their Savior. It
appeared to be a sacrifice, but today it is like the
worship service we offer up to God.
Abraham built an altar of burnt offering to God
like this whenever God appeared to him. We also

need a sacrificial offering in order to offer up the
sacrifice of burnt offering to God. Abraham, by
doing this, was making the confession of faith to
Jehovah God for being God of his ancestors and for
himself, while passing his sins over onto the
sacrificial offering, then afterwards slaughtering the
sacrificial animal and cutting it into pieces and
burning it on the altar.

All the Ancestors of Faith Built This
Altar of Burnt Offering
Every ancestor of faith had built this altar and
offered up burnt offering to God. At that time, they
did not have a specific law of offering up sacrifices
because God had as yet not given them the sacrificial
system of the tabernacle. However, the sacrifice of
burnt offering was already completed during the time
of Adam and Eve. In order to give the remission of
sins to Adam and Eve, who disobeyed the command
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of God to not eat the fruit from the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, God clothed them with leather
clothes which was made from an animal, and Adam
and Eve offered up a burnt offering with the animal
that was sacrificed at that time. Adam and Eve told
their children as they were growing up of this
account, and Abel heard this and understood fully
that he had to offer up this burnt offering in order to
offer up a sacrifice to God.
He did not come to know this by chance. Rather,
he learned it from his parents. But on the other hand,
Cain who had also heard of this sacrifice many times
did not understand the meaning of it and brought an
offering of the fruit of the ground to God in
accordance with his own thoughts, but God did not
receive it.
Adam had an invisible fellowship with God
through this burnt offering. They had a private
conversation about why he had to offer up this
sacrifice as a burnt offering and why he needed to
bring a sacrificial animal before God, and also how

much God loved Adam. Thus, the burnt offering that
began with Adam and Eve continued down to their
children and to all the descendants of faith. Who
taught the burnt offering to Noah? The first thing
Noah did after coming out of the Ark was to build an
altar of burnt offering; this was because his ancestors
had taught him. Noah built the altar of burnt offering
as soon as he came out of the ark, and it shows us
clearly that he was initiated into the secret of the
burnt offering by his ancestors. And so we see the
very first thing he did when he came out of the ark
was to offer up this burnt offering, meaning that it
was the first thing that he wanted to do, and the thing
he could not do even if he wanted to do whilst he was
still in the ark.
Did the ancestors of faith lay their hands on the
sacrificial animal when they offered up the burnt
offering, or not? We need to think about this matter
together. Of course the Scriptures do not mention
specifically if they had laid their hands on the
sacrificial animals or not. Since it just states that they
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built the altar of burnt offering, one can argue that
that there is no mention of the laying on of hands.
But on the other hand, one can also argue that it does
not state that they did not lay hands on the sacrificial
animal. But one thing is clear that this burnt offering
system was passed down to the descendants of faith
in God. The laying on of hands that began with
Adam and Eve was passed down to Abel, Seth,
Enosh, Noah, and Shem and to Abraham.
What do you think was the state of the heart of the
person building an altar of burnt offering and
offering up a sacrifice? He laid his hands on an
unblemished animal that did not know sin and
professed, “You have to die in my place. God said
that He would save me by you taking my sins and
dying in my place. I must offer up the sacrifice of
faith in order to give the evidence of my real faith to
God. Thus, you have to die for me since there is no
other way,” and he built the altar of the burnt offering,
cut the animal into pieces, and burnt it on the altar.
How was his heart while looking at the animal

that was being burned up like this? His heart must
have been heavy, thinking, “Animal, you are dying in
my place. I would have died like this if not for you,
but you are carrying my sins.” How was his heart
towards God? He probably thought in his heart, “I
should have received judgment from God and been
thrown into the fire and die like this animal, but in
order to save me, God gave this sacrificial offering
and saved me. The moment he offered up this burnt
offering, he believed that God had already saved him.
They attained the faith that they were able to receive
the remission of their sins through the sacrificial
offering because it was handed down from their
ancestors.
When Abraham entered the land of Canaan, God
said, “To your descendants I will give this land,” and
Abraham heard this and built the altar of burnt
offering on that place. That Abraham built the altar
of burnt offering means that his father, grandfather,
and all his ancestors had built the same altar of burnt
offering to God. Abraham saw the burnt offering that
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the generations before him had offered up to God and
understood that he also had to offer up the same
burnt offering whenever he offered up a sacrifice to
God.
There is a custom of religious service in
Confucianism, but it is different from the burnt
offering. This was the custom that developed from
the thinking that one’s descendants would honor their
parents if they offered up a sacrifice to their ancestors
honorably. Thus, a person who grows up watching
his family offering religious services to their
deceased ancestors would also be willing to offer
these very same religious services as he has seen and
experienced. Because he has seen these things in his
family and he follows this with the exact
understanding of that tradition, reason and the
purpose of doing it.
Likewise, because Abraham also witnessed such
things while he was growing up, he built an altar of
burnt offering when God appeared to him. Abraham
built an altar and offered a sacrifice to God by faith

with thanksgiving in his heart that said, “Thank You
Lord. I believe in you as God, the God of my
ancestors, the God who saved me, and the God who
blotted out all my sins and saved me from all my
sins!”
We can see in the Scriptures that his descendants
who had not received the remission of their sins and
did not followed the Word of God, worshipped idols
instead of building the altar of the burnt offering. But
the descendants of faith remembered the name of
God and built the altar of the burnt offering to Him.
They did this to give thanks to Him for the
God-given remission of sins. Even in this age and
time, glory and thanks are returned back to God by
the people who have been truly born again by
believing that Jesus took all our sins upon Himself
through His baptism, died on the Cross, was
resurrected from death and ascended to Heaven. This
is the true spiritual worship that only the born-again
righteous can offer up to God.
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The Burnt Offering Still Exists in the
Worship Service We Offer Up to God
Do we or do we not offer up the sacrifice of the
altar of the burnt offering whenever we have a
worship service? We do. Jesus Christ came to this
world, took all our sins upon Himself by His baptism,
died on the Cross to pay the wages of those sins, and
saved us by being resurrected from the dead. This is
the implication of the burnt offering of the Old
Testament. The ancestors of faith building the altar of
the burnt offering long ago, and us building the altar
of the burnt offering by believing in the sacrifice of
Jesus now are the same spiritually. People of faith in
the Old Testament received the remission of their
sins by believing that the Messiah would come and
save them; and so they offered up sacrifices by
building the altar of burnt offering. The faith of these
people was the same as our faith now spiritually. It is
because they offered up burnt offerings believing that
Jehovah God would send the Savior to this world in

the future and that He would pass all the sins of
humanity onto this Savior through the baptism and
save all humanity like this. They received salvation
by believing in the things that would manifest in the
future, and we receive salvation by faith of believing
in all the work Jesus has done.
As was prophesized in the Old Testament, Jesus
came to this world, received all the sins of this world
through the baptism John the Baptist gave to Him,
and paid the wages for all those sins by dying on the
Cross. And Jesus was resurrected from dead in three
days and ascended to the Kingdom of Heaven.
Everyone who believes in this fact and gives thanks
and praise to God is like a person who offers up a
sacrifice to God through the sacrificial Lamb, Jesus
Christ. The Words in the New Testament tells us,
“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Believing in
all the work Jesus has done and accepting the gospel
of the water and the Spirit is in fact offering up a
spiritual worship to God in spirit and truth.
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I want you to remember that Abraham built the
altar of the burnt offering for Jehovah God. This is
the sacrifice Abraham offered up to God to
commemorate Jehovah God after entering the land of
Canaan. After he had entered the land of Canaan
according to the promise of God, he called on the
name of Jehovah God, praised and worshipped Him.
And God approved him as the ancestor of faith. We
must remember this and think again of the meaning
of the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus
fulfilled for us.
If the sacrifice of slaughtering an animal and
cutting it into pieces and offering it up as a burnt
offering was the way of worshipping God in the Old
Testament era; likewise living in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit is our spiritual worship we offer
up to God today. I want you to offer up this worship
to God in spirit and truth.
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The Blessings Received
Through God’s Church
< Genesis 12:5-20 >
“Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they
had gathered, and the people whom they had
acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan. Abram passed through the land to the
place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of
Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To
your descendants I will give this land.’ And there
he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared
to him. And he moved from there to the mountain
east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an
altar to the LORD and called on the name of the

LORD. So Abram journeyed, going on still
toward the South. Now there was a famine in the
land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell
there, for the famine was severe in the land. And
it came to pass, when he was close to entering
Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, ‘Indeed I
know that you are a woman of beautiful
countenance. Therefore it will happen, when the
Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his
wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you
live. Please say you are my sister, that it may be
well with me for your sake, and that I may live
because of you.’ So it was, when Abram came into
Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that
she was very beautiful. The princes of Pharaoh
also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And
the woman was taken to Pharaoh’s house. He
treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep,
oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants,
female donkeys, and camels. But the LORD
plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues
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because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. And Pharaoh
called Abram and said, ‘What is this you have
done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was
your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I
might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore,
here is your wife; take her and go your way.’ So
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him;
and they sent him away, with his wife and all that
he had.”

Abraham took all his family including his nephew
Lot, and all his possessions to the land of Canaan.
But there were already other tribes living in this land,
and these inhabitants were the descendants of Ham.
Nonetheless, when Abraham reached Canaan, God
appeared before him and said to him that He would
give this land to him and all his descendants.
Whenever Abraham arrived at a strange place, the
first thing he did was to build an altar and offer up a
sacrifice to God. He always offered up a sacrifice of

faith first.

The People of God Are Blessed
through His Church
After spending some time in the land of Canaan,
Abraham left and went on to Egypt, and the Bible
records similar incidents happening in the lives of
three men of faith namely, Isaac, Abraham and Jacob,
whose stories are so similar that they are almost like
a carbon copy of each other. Here we need to find out
what God is trying to say to us through these
accounts. Faced with a severe famine, Abraham went
down to Egypt even though God had told him not to
do it, and when he arrived there he told the
inhabitants living there that his wife was his sister, as
he was afraid that he might get killed because of his
wife. Isaac did the very same thing.
Here in Egypt, Abraham turned cowardly even
though he had not been like this when he was in the
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land of Canaan. The Egyptian civilization in those
days was highly developed. So it was not an easy
country to deal with. Since the Egyptian civilization
had already entered the Iron Age, for Abraham a
nomad, it was clearly too strong an opponent. He had
gone into the land of Egypt in search of food because
of the famine he was experiencing and to find good
pasture land for his flock. But when he saw how
advanced the Egyptians were, he realized that he was
in for a rough ride. And on top of this the Egyptians
were impressed with his wife’s beauty and they were
keenly interested in her. In those ancient times, when
a man traveled to a foreign land accompanied with
his wife, it was not unusual for the inhabitants of that
land to kill the traveler and take his wife. That is why
Abraham felt so threatened. So he told his wife not to
call herself his wife, but his sister.
Abraham’s wife was then taken to the palace of
Pharaoh, probably to be offered to him as one of his
concubines. His subordinates had taken her to
Pharaoh as she was extremely beautiful, and the king

was also very pleased to see her. How did Pharaoh
treat Abraham when his wife was brought to him? He
gave rewarded him with many things, such as oxen
and sheep. Abraham received them all.
But soon God brought down a great plague on
Pharaoh’s palace. Although we don’t know exactly
what kind of plague this was, we can surmise that it
was a disastrous plague, and Pharaoh realized why
this had happened. That is because God had taught
him. Although it’s not written here in the Bible,
through this plague Pharaoh realized that God had
brought it upon him because he had taken Abraham’s
wife. So Abraham’s wife was sent back to him, along
with many treasures. And as a result of this, Abraham
became very wealthy all thanks to his wife.

The Same Thing Happened with
Isaac, the Son of Abraham
The Bible records that Isaac also did the same
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thing when there was a famine in his land. Like
Abraham, Isaac went down to Gerar with his wife
Rebekah in search for food, and just like Abraham
experienced, the men in Gerar asked him about his
wife. Again, just like Abraham, Isaac also told them
that she was his sister, as he was afraid that if he told
them that she was his wife, they would kill him to
take her. But later Abimelech the king of the
Philistines came to know that Rebekah was Isaac’s
wife. So he called Isaac and said, “Quite obviously
she is your wife; so how could you then say, ‘She is
my sister’?” Isaac then said to him, “Because I was
afraid that someone would kill me to take her away
from me.” Abimelech then said to Isaac, “What is
this you have done to us? One of my people might
soon have laid with your wife, and you would have
brought guilt upon us.” So King Abimelech issued an
order to all his people, saying that whoever touched
Isaac or his wife would surely be put to death.
(Genesis 26:6-11).
When we read the Bible we see the same thing

happen to both Abraham and his son Isaac. This is
quite puzzling, since it wasn’t just Abraham who
betrayed his wife, but it happened again with his son,
repeating this same thing over. We therefore wonder
what this all means.
Regardless of how he did, Abraham became very
wealthy because of his wife. What does this story tell
us? In the Bible woman refers to the Church, and the
Church is the bride of Jesus Christ. So this account
tells us that we are made rich both spiritually and
materially because of God’s Church. But despite this
there are people who remain unable to profess their
trust in God’s Church to those around them, afraid
that this would somehow have a negative impact on
their fleshy interests. In other words, even the
born-again Christians have faithless thoughts
concerning God’s Church, thinking that if they say
that this is our church, it would hurt our interests,
undermine our prosperity, and lead us to be despised
and shunned by many. Just as Abraham thought that
he would be killed because of his wife, likewise
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today, some people of God who have received the
remission of their sins by believing in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit have similar faithless
thoughts over their church. God is teaching us
through His written Word that this is wrong. If you
say in your faithlessness that this church is not your
church, then you may avoid persecution, gain wealth
in this world, and be approved by others, but God is
saying that this is not right.
When I look into the hearts of the saints and
servants of God, I sometimes see that their hearts are
not right. Those who have faith in the righteousness
of God and His Word are fine, but those who are
faithless are unable to say this is their church. In
other words, even as they believe that the gospel
preached by their church is right, they are still
ashamed of their church. Whenever some saints
come across some worldly Christians and are asked
about their church, they just say that they attend the
same church as everyone else. This is what faithless
saints are saying.

Of course, the saints in God’s Church here would
not actually say such a thing. But the truth is when
we were first saved by believing in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, all of us could have such an urge
in our minds. Even though God’s Church is right, it’s
quite easy for us to say that every church is God’s
Church, rather than saying that this church ‘alone’ is
God’s Church. By chance, have you also had this
inclination after receiving the remission of sins?
Even though this church is clearly God’s Church,
have you ever thought to yourself that if you did say
so, you would be shunned, persecuted and despised
by many people, and as a result do you wish to deny
that this church is in fact God’s Church? This can
happen to anyone of us, since we all are insufficient.
However, through the event that is described in
today’s reading, God is telling us that Abraham’s
conduct was wrong. Likewise, the born-again should
affirm their membership in God’s Church by faith,
making it clear for all to see that this is their church,
its members are their spiritual family, and its servants
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are God’s servants; they should not deny it as
Abraham denied his wife. Through this event, God is
telling us clearly that Abraham should have declared,
“This woman is my wife and with whom I am living.
This woman is my spouse.”
Was Abraham and Isaac’s wife not beautiful?
They both were so very beautiful that they would
have easily won any beauty contest. What about
God’s Church then? Is it spiritually beautiful or not?
It is extremely beautiful. God’s Church is extremely
beautiful, more beautiful than any other worldly
church, and it is a Church that we can all take pride
in. Yet despite this, some people have a hard time
saying that this Church of God is their church, as
they are afraid that they might suffer at the hands of
the people of this world, and that their faith might not
be approved by others. But God is telling us that we
should all declare that His Church is in fact our
church, just as Abraham should have declared Sarah
to be his wife. Abraham would not have died because
of this. He deceived the Egyptians because he

thought he would be killed, but when he was found
out, God protected him and ensured his safety even
more.
Isaac also claimed that his wife was his sister
when he dwelt in Gerar amongst the Philistines, and
as a result of this mistake one of the Philistines took
her and came very close to sleeping with her. But
Abimelech, the king of the Philistines protected Isaac,
decreeing that anyone who slept with his wife would
be put to death without fail. And he protected Isaac’s
property as well. This implies that God always
protects His people when they profess their faith in
His Church. Some born-again saints think that they
will be ruined and shunned by worldly Christians as
heretics if they say by faith that God’s Church here
where they belong is the real Church of God, but in
reality, the Church they attend will be approved as
the right and good church. In other words, if you use
your faith before God and make His Church known,
then far from being despised, you will be
acknowledged by the people of the world. And you
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will be treated well. Therefore, don’t deny your own
church out of faithlessness, being afraid over your
life. Although I am confident that no one here would
do so, who knows if some of us might end up
denying God’s Church?
In fact, there are many people who do this even
after being saved. Such people cannot separate their
faith from their old church even as they hear the
gospel of the water and the Spirit and know that this
gospel is the true gospel. Like Abraham, they also
say that their wives are not their wives but their
sisters. The Bible commands us to say boldly that
God’s Church is our church and to make its
genuineness known to all, rather than being ashamed
of it. We also have the same urges that prompted
Abraham to claim that his wife was his sister rather
than his wife. That’s why we hesitate to come into
God’s Church even after being born again. We can’t
make up our minds to unite with the Church even
after being saved from our sins, but God is telling us
clearly not to do this. He is telling us to say clearly

that our wives are our wives, rather than remaining
silent. That’s why these things are written repeatedly
in the Bible.
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob alike sometimes
traveled to the Gentile lands like Egypt. And the
wives of these people of faith are extremely beautiful.
They are even more beautiful than any woman in this
entire world. Abraham’s wife was extremely
beautiful. Even the Gentiles were bewitched by her
beauty when they looked upon her. What does all this
mean to us? Is the Bible just telling us that Sarah was
a beautiful woman? Was the account in today’s
Scripture passage written just to tell us how beautiful
Sarah was?
Through this event, God is speaking to us about
His Church. And He is saying that He will protect
His Church. Abraham’s wife was taken to Pharaoh’s
palace, but what did God do? What did He do by
striking Pharaoh’s palace with a plague? He made it
so that Abraham’s wife was returned back to him.
This means that God will defend His Church, and it
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also means that through God’s Church, believers who
are leading their lives of faith in this Church will be
protected from both the world and its heretics. In
other words, God is saying that He will not allow
anyone to touch His saints.
To be honest, did all of you gathered here not also
have some shame after receiving the remission of
your sins? Were you completely without shame?
Having found God’s Church, were you not ashamed
to say to those who have not been born again that this
church is in fact God’s Church, and this it is your
church? My fellow believers, I know that almost all
of you had these thoughts in your hearts, even if you
did not carry them out with your acts. I had also
entertained the possibility that if I did not insist on
distinguishing God’s Church from the rest, I would
not have faced persecution but found approval. But I
could not bring myself to do this, just as you can’t
bring yourself to do so either.
In Egypt a man had to offer several heads of oxen
and a considerable amount of money as dowry to the

woman’s family in order to marry her. Simply put, a
bride was purchased with money. The groom would
say to the bride’s father, “I want to marry your
daughter. Will you give her to me?” Then the bride’s
father would say, “How much dowries have you
saved up so that you can marry my daughter? Do you
have enough money? You can marry my daughter,
but only if you pay us enough money.” The groom
would then come up with the required money and
bring the bride home. Then the bride would become
one with the groom.
It’s the same with our salvation. Jesus Christ also
purchased us with His own life. To make us His, He
paid the ultimate price with His own life, exchanging
it for ours. I am therefore unabashed to say that
Christ is my Groom. I have been protected and
blessed by God because of His Church. Were it not
for God’s Church, how else could I have received
God’s blessings and love? It would have been
impossible. I am confident because of the Church,
and that is why I can shout out boldly, “My wife is
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beautiful! My church is God’s Church and Christ’s
Church! It is most beautiful!”
My fellow believers, I ask you not to betray your
wife and to live with her all your life. While money
is indispensable, is your wife expendable? No of
course not. No matter how much money you might
have, you still cannot be happy without your wife.
Do you love God’s Church, my fellow believers? I
am sure that you do, for here you can find rest, and
even though at times you face hardship, you can
carry out the Lord’s righteous work. We can receive
all our blessings through God’s Church.
My fellow believers please do not chase after only
money. Instead, you must follow the righteousness of
God. We must realize that we are in fact the beautiful
brides of Jesus Christ, and that the Lord will come
and take us away in the near future. This is what the
Bible is teaching us about in today’s Scripture
passage.
We should therefore never leave God’s Church in
faithlessness. Far from it, we must trust in God’s

Church, enjoy the God-given blessings by faith, and
serve the gospel.
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Those Who Stand by Faith
< Genesis 12:10-20 >
“Now there was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the
famine was severe in the land. And it came to pass,
when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said
to Sarai his wife, ‘Indeed I know that you are a
woman of beautiful countenance. Therefore it will
happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will
say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but
they will let you live. Please say you are my sister,
that it may be well with me for your sake, and
that I may live because of you.’ So it was, when
Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw
the woman, that she was very beautiful. The
princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended
her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to
Pharaoh’s house. He treated Abram well for her
sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and

female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But
the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. And
Pharaoh called Abram and said, ‘What is this you
have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she
was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now
therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your
way.’ So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning
him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all
that he had.”

People often think that the fathers of faith such as
Abraham and Moses in the Old Testament, and the
Apostles of Jesus in the New Testament were
completely upright without any blemish. They think
that these men of faith were very special people, very
different from ordinary people, and therefore it was
naturally not easy for them to walk in the same way
of such a faith throughout their lives. When we read a
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biography of someone famous, it’s often filled with
nothing but praise, saying that this person had no
human shortcomings, made a lot of contributions,
and was an extraordinary person. For instance, there
is a biography of Admiral Yi Sunshin, who through
his patriotic activities rescued Korea from the
Japanese invasion of 1592. So his biography wrote,
“From his early childhood, Admiral Yi showed
promise that he was going to be a great figure. He
was skilled at sword fighting, a filial son to his
parents, and loyal to his country. So later on when he
became a great admiral, he delivered Korea from the
hands of the Japanese invaders. He had all the
hallmarks of a great man from his early childhood.”
The point is that Admiral Yi was distinguished from
ordinary people from his early childhood as a nearly
perfect man. The same is true for other biographies.
In contrast to this, the Bible does not say that the
people of faith were perfect. Sometimes it shows
their human fragilities and shortcomings. The Bible
says that Abraham was a faithful follower of the

Word of God, obeying Him by faith, even if what
God said to him was beyond his human
comprehension. It’s because Abraham believed
absolutely in God’s Word like this that we say that he
was a man of great faith. God also loved Abraham
for this very reason. Because Abraham believed in
God and followed Him, God gave him special
blessings, saying,
“I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”
In his flesh he also had many shortcomings, and
he was no different from anyone else. Such
blemishes of Abraham are also recorded in the Bible.
As it’s shown in today’s Scripture reading, Abraham
left his family and his father’s house in Haran and
went to Canaan as instructed by God, but when
severe famine visited him, he went down to the land
of Egypt. In other words, on his own impulse and
whim and without asking God, Abraham departed
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from the land God had told him to enter and to stay
in.
After entering Egypt, how did Abraham behave
when he felt threatened by the Egyptians and wanted
to save his own life? He deceived them by saying
that his wife was his sister, and sent her to Pharaoh.
Like this, the Bible also exposes Abraham’s carnal
shortcomings. But this is not just to blame Abraham
or to rebuke him, but to give us lessons through his
failings.
As you know very well, Abraham’s wife Sarah
was a very beautiful woman. She was so beautiful
that she could have competed in today’s beauty
pageant. Abraham had taken his beautiful wife, his
nephew Lot, and his servants to the land of Canaan.
When a famine manifested itself in the land of
Canaan, he kept moving south to escape from this
famine, and eventually he ended up entering the land
of Egypt. But Abraham soon learned that the
Egyptians could not take their eyes off his wife. The
people kept starring at his wife. They showed no

interest to Abraham or his nephew Lot, Lot’s wife or
any of his male and female servants, but they were
solely interested in Abraham’s wife. She was so
beautiful that even the soldiers starred at her with
wide eyes, and the story of her beauty spread across
Egypt. The whole country was stirred up in
commotion by the news of an extremely beautiful
foreign woman entering their country.
The news reached the royal palace, and on hearing
this, Pharaoh became curious about this woman. His
subjects told him, “Your majesty, a certain woman
came into our country, and she is said to be so
beautiful that everyone is amazed. Would you also
like to see her?” The king then told them to confirm
the news by saying, “Is that so? Has such a beautiful
woman really come into our country? Go and check
if it is really so.” After having verified Sarah’s
beauty the king’s servants came back and reported to
him, “The rumor is true Sir. We have not seen such a
beautiful woman in our country.”
What do you suppose the king wanted to do when
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he heard this? In the ancient time, if someone’s wife
was too beautiful, killing the husband to take her was
a common place affair. Abraham felt that he could be
killed because of his wife. He thought to himself,
“How can I let such a thing happen? I can’t die like
this. I can’t lose my life over my wife.” So Abraham
said to his wife Sarah, “Indeed I know that you are a
woman of beautiful countenance. Therefore it will
happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will
say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they
will let you live. Please say you are my sister, that it
may be well with me for your sake, and that I may
live because of you.”
His
words
were
half-respectful
and
half-threatening. “I will die if you say that I am your
husband. Look at these people. They are looking at
me as though they are ready to kill me. So instead of
calling me your husband, call me your brother.”
Abraham’s wife Sarah was a very obedient woman.
So she did what Abraham had asked her to do. The
ideal wife desired by men is someone who is

obedient, even more so than someone who is
stunningly beautiful. Sarah, Abraham’s wife was
such an admirable woman.
Pharaoh then sent his men to bring Sarah to him.
Seeing Abraham standing next to Sarah, they asked
her, “Who is this man?” Then obeying her husband,
Sarah then lied to them by saying, “He is my
brother.” Since such a beautiful woman was not
married, the king wanted to make her his woman. So
he invited Sarah to his palace, and Abraham was also
invited. If nothing was done, Sarah would have to
marry Pharaoh. Since this would mean an already
married woman getting married again, Sarah would
be committing sin against her will. On the other hand,
if Abraham had retracted and said, “She is actually
my wife,” it was clear that both he and his wife
would be put to death for deceiving the king. If this
happened, God’s promise to form a great nation out
of Abraham and make him the source of blessings
would also go unfulfilled.
Knowing this dilemma, God personally solved the
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problem for them. He brought down great plagues on
the house of Pharaoh. Through these plagues,
Pharaoh came to realize that Sarah was Abraham’s
wife, and he called Abraham and said to him, “Why
have you done this to me? I could have committed
sin because of you. Why did you say that your wife
was your sister? Take your wife and leave right
away.” He then hurriedly sent Abraham away from
the palace with a great deal of gifts. Pharaoh had
faced great plagues from God because of his attempt
to take Abraham’s wife, and so even though he was
an idolater, he knew that the One who was protecting
Abraham was the God of tremendous power. That’s
why rather than punishing Abraham and his wife for
deceiving him, Pharaoh just wanted to send them
away in a hurry, and as he was afraid that he might
face more plagues if he sent them away
empty-handed, so he gave them many gifts. In
essence, Abraham sold his wife, but because of this
he gained a great deal of wealth.
Today, I would like to focus on Abraham’s

weaknesses. My message is that Abraham’s
weakness is none other than our weaknesses, and it is
the same weakness of everyone living on this planet.
I would also like to explain to you how God loved
such fragile people like Abraham and you and me,
and how He has given us blessings and salvation.
Abraham was no different from anyone else.
When he faced immanent danger, he even went as far
as to betray his own wife just to preserve his own.
You and I are also liable to behave like this. Are we
any different from Abraham? Is anyone in this world
braver than him? Are we bold enough to embrace
death? Are we willing to give up our lives to protect
our beloved ones? Could we stand up bravely in a
foreign country when our very lives were threatened?
Today’s Scripture passage shows us our
weaknesses. It tells us, in other words, that everyone
is weak just like Abraham. Even though people try to
establish their own righteousness outwardly,
pretending to be virtuous and just, but when they
actually face danger and they see no prospect of
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winning, they all behave like Abraham. This is the
basic nature of mankind. Although all human beings
want to live without any shame under the heavens,
but when they face difficult circumstances in their
lives, they all expose their fragility just like Abraham.
This is after all human nature. And it is no one else
but God who has solved the problem of this human
fragility. Through Abraham, a man called the father
of faith, God is speaking to us about such frailty of
mankind.
Some people like to establish their own
righteousness. Some Christians boast about how they
have not missed a single morning-prayer meeting,
while others boast about how they were born into a
Christian family. They all say that in one way or
another, they have led a decent life of faith so far,
and that they have believed in the Lord unwaveringly,
and that they have been so faithful to the Lord that
they even forsook their jobs and everything of this
world. So they insist through these efforts that they
are righteous people.

However, every human being has a weak side, and
because of this weakness no one can help but commit
sin. No one therefore has anything to boast of before
God. There is not a single person who has anything
in his human flesh to boast of in God’s sight. One has
something to boast of only if he believes in the Word
of God; otherwise there is nothing in one’s own
righteousness to boast of before God. Those who still
claim to be righteous in spite of this are just plain
arrogant.
My fellow believers, is there anyone who is not
weak like Abraham? All of us are weak, for all of us
are human beings. When faced with life threatening
circumstances like Abraham was, everyone would
stumble and commit sin. Of course, it’s not fair that
anyone should betray his wife to save his own neck;
this is clearly not justifiable under any circumstances.
But before criticizing Abraham for betraying his wife,
we must realize that everyone is exactly like him.
What is every human being before God? All
human beings are a brood of iniquity and evildoers.
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Everyone is a weak and exceedingly sinful being.
Thus everyone is completely devoid of any
righteousness to establish or to boast about. Although
we are leading a life of faith, we all are still human,
and so are we not still insufficient? Of course we are.
Will you then blame someone else for your flaws by
asking God, “Lord, please forgive me. Though I can
live an upright life, I have sinned because of
someone else. I have fallen because of that person.”
By nature, human beings were born with frailty like
Abraham. That is why everyone is insufficient before
God, and that is why everyone commits sin. No one
can excuse himself by blaming someone else.
But what did God do? He decided to save
everyone from sin, all those who believe in God and
have the same faith as Abraham’s. It is not on
account of our human perfection that our Lord has
blessed us, but it is on account of our faith in God.
Therefore, you and I should never try to be saved by
any human means or merits. That’s because God
approves us as His children on account of our faith in

His Word, rather than blessing us on account of our
human perfection. God makes us righteous when He
sees our faith. We believe that Jesus Christ has
blotted out all our sins and saved us through the
water and the Spirit. It is because Jesus Christ has
blotted out all our sins that God has given us the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells in all of us who
believe in this Truth, enables us to stand before Him
as sinless people, and appoints us to be His people
and His approved workers. By no means is it because
you and I have done something right in God’s sight
that we are able to stand before Him, and this applies
to every Christian all over the world who genuinely
believes in God. We are able to stand before God
because our Lord accepted all the sins of mankind
through His baptism, was condemned in our place by
being crucified while shouldering these sins, rose
from the dead, and has through this saved us; it’s all
because we believe in this Lord. In other words, we
have become sinless and righteous in God’s sight
because we believe in all these things that the Lord
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had done while He was on this earth. It is only God
who had done this.
Do all our weaknesses disappear once we receive
the remission of sins? No, that is not the case. Far
from not having any weakness, we experience many
weaknesses. Yet despite this, we are able to stand
firm as sinless people before God, and this is all
because we believe in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit that the Lord accomplished whilst on this earth,
the true gospel through which God has saved us. That
is how you and I were able to become righteous
people.
God made Abraham the father of faith. And God
has made you and me sinless and righteous. He has
made you and me the people of faith. But despite
believing in Jesus, many Christians think that they
can become sinless only if they are perfect in their
acts, give many prayers of repentance to reach
sanctification, attend morning prayer meetings
faithfully, and try hard to live a holy life. But who
can really stand before God in this way? There is no

one.
In spite of this truth, most Christians still think in
this way, and so they try to become righteous people
through their own acts by thinking, “In time, I will
become a decent Christian.” They dream of being a
perfect Christian, if not quite 100 percent, then at
least 80 to 90 percent. They think, “My score was 50
when I first believed in Jesus, and after a while it
went up to 60%. Now that I have reached the passing
grade, soon my score as a Christian will go up to 70,
and then to 80%. So, by the time of my death, I will
eventually have scored 100% and ascend to Heaven
with God’s approval.” Like this some Christians say
that their grade is 70, others say it is 80, while still
others say it’s only 30, and yet others say that their
grade is 90. But who is marking these grades? Does
God also see them in this way? It’s all complete
nonsense to mark your own grade as a Christian,
whether it’s 30 or 90. It’s all in vain. This is not what
true faith is all about.
When looking at our human aspects as it stands, it
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is simply impossible for us to stand before God
without any shame. It is only by our faith in Jesus
Christ that we can stand boldly in the presence of
God. It is because we are weak that God sent Jesus
Christ to blot out all our sins and deliver us from all
of them. Even though we are all weak like Abraham,
when the Lord came to this earth, He accepted all our
sins by being baptized in the Jordan River. Therefore,
all our sins were passed onto Jesus Christ, and in turn,
Jesus Christ carried them all to the Cross and was
condemned to death in our place. And by rising up
from the dead, He has saved us.
All our sins were passed onto Jesus Christ. It is
because Jesus Christ accepted all our sins by being
baptized and bore our condemnation on the Cross
once and for all that we have come to stand before
God as the people of faith, His saints, His servants
and His workers, all by believing in Jesus Christ with
our hearts, who is alive even now. It is not on
account of our fleshly merits that we have come to
stand before God, but it is by believing in the Word

of God. This was achieved by faith, not by our acts.
It is because our Lord accepted all our sins through
His baptism that we have no sin. Could we stand
before God as sinless people by ensuring that our acts
are upright 100 percent of the time, and offering
many prayers of repentance? No, this is not possible.
Take a look at Abraham. Even though Abraham is
called the father of faith, when circumstances
threatened his life, he turned into a despicable man
shamelessly betraying his own wife. Yet despite this,
God approved Abraham as the father of faith. Why
did He do this? It is because Abraham believed in
everything God had said to him 100 percent.
How about us then? When we open the Bible and
listen to sermons, don’t we refuse to believe unless
we can understand? Even though the Bible says,
“The Word of God is leading you. You must live by
faith. God has already blessed you. His blessings will
come to you if you wait by faith,” but we don’t
believe in this. Rather than believing in the Word, we
try to do something on our own with our acts. But
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that is the way of religion, and not of faith. And by
relying on religion, it is simply impossible for anyone
to stand as a sinless child of God. This is just not
possible, regardless of how pious you are, how much
you have cried over your sins, and how hard you
have tried to establish your own merits, how often
you have attended morning prayer services, how you
have never missed a worship service all your life,
how you were born in a Christian family, or how you
have practiced asceticism in your futile attempt to
reach sanctification.
What should we do then? We must believe that
because our Lord bore all our sins once and for all
when He came to this earth, and all our sins were
thereby passed onto Jesus Christ, we have now
become sinless by believing in this Jesus Christ.
Don’t you agree with this, my fellow believers? We
are not any different from Abraham. We are the
people of same flesh and blood just like Abraham.
But just as God approved Abraham to be the father of
faith, so He has also made you and me righteous in

His sight. And just as God had appointed Abraham as
His servant, God has also raised you and me to be
His servants.
The Bible says, “There is not a just man on earth
who does good and does not sin” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).
Everyone is insufficient. However, because the Lord
bore all the sins of our entire lifetime once and for all
by being baptized, and through this remitted them
away all at once, we can still become righteous
before God even though we are insufficient. Around
2,000 years ago, Jesus took all the sins of the world
upon Himself once and for all by being baptized, and
therefore all our sins were passed onto Him. It is by
believing in this gospel through which our Lord has
saved us that we are saved to become perfect people
in God’s sight. Because of our faith, we have no sin
before God. There actually is no sin whatsoever.
Do we have any sin, my fellow believers? No, of
course not! Now because we have no more sin we are
able to serve the Lord, praise Him, and preach the
gospel. Preaching the gospel even as one remains
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sinful is just practicing religious hypocrisy; it is not
the way of faith. It’s because the Lord had
compassion on us, and out of this compassion He
blotted out all our sins and bore our condemnation,
that we have attained salvation to become sinless in
God’s sight. It’s because our Lord has saved us that
we have come to serve Him by faith regardless of our
weaknesses. That is why Christianity is all about
faith. It’s also because of this that Abraham was able
to become the father of faith even though he was a
man of weakness.
This applies to everyone equally. So, I ask you not
to worry about your weaknesses. What we must be
mindful of is realizing our wrongdoings before God,
admitting them, and passing these sins onto Jesus
Christ through faith whenever they are revealed. We
must discern right away whether or not Jesus Christ
indeed took all our sins away, affirm this by faith,
and realize that there is no sin in our hearts anymore.
From the moment we realize that we are sinless, we
become an instrument for the righteous work to save

others from sin with the boldness of a lion. How
could anyone do the righteous work of God if he or
she is bound by sin?
Even though countless Christians today claim to
be leading a life of faith, but unfortunately, these
people are only leading a religious life. What
happens when they make one mistake after doing 100
good deeds? They turn themselves into complete
sinners. This is what religion is about.
In contrast what does true faith speak about? The
Bible says that Abraham became a righteous man in
God’s sight by believing in His Word. God said to
him, “I will bless those who bless you, and I will
curse those who curse you.” Because Christianity is
all about faith, you are saved by believing in what
Jesus has done for you when He came to this earth.
As you carry on with your life of faith, you must
address your inadequacies and weaknesses with faith.
All these problems can be fixed with faith. In
contrast, if you try to address them with your own
acts, nothing will be solved. Even if you make a firm
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resolution by saying, “I swear, I will do better than
this,” it’s simply impossible for you to keep this
resolution, and you will inevitably fall into despair as
a result. And this is not what faith in God is all about.
It’s nothing more than a religious life.
It’s those who know their insufficiencies well that
can serve the Lord well. They hang onto God
because they know they are insufficient and they
cannot do anything on their own. In the born-again
realm, those who think they are perfect do not follow
the Lord faithfully, but instead they end up leaving
the Lord. They judge others and demand them to
follow them, thinking to themselves, “I am such a
good Christian; how can a Christian act otherwise?”
Instead of following the Lord, they demand the Lord
to follow them. What kind of Christian life will you
lead then? Will you lead it by faith, or will you lead it
only as a matter of religion? It is also by faith that we
are spreading the gospel abroad. This is done by faith,
not as a matter of religion. We must pray to God so
that we can lead a proper life of faith. If we preach

God’s gospel while praying, there will arise countless
saved people all over the world to share the same
faith as Abraham’s.
Just today we have received book requests from
Germany, Sweden, France, and Russia. People in
these countries are also being made righteous by faith,
just as you and I have been made righteous by faith.
It is by believing in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit given by Jesus Christ that one becomes
spotless before God. And these kinds of people are
always new creatures, and they can always carry out
the work of God. In your life of faith, do you find the
ability to stand firm before God just by resolving to
live virtuously and trying to do so? Or is it by
believing in Jesus Christ that you are able to stand
firm before God by professing, “Jesus Christ bore all
my sins when He was baptized. And while
shouldering the sins of the world, He bore all their
condemnation on the Cross in my place. And by
rising up from the dead, He became my everlasting
Savior.”
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My fellow believers, it is not when one’s acts are
perfect that one becomes a spotless person before
God. It is when one believes in the Word of God that
one is made blameless in His sight. Faith is what
makes us aboveboard both before God and man and
faith is what enables us to carry out God’s work. This
faith is the same faith that Abraham had. It is one that
believes in what God has said. Those who believe in
God’s Word can stand firm in His presence; but those
who try to approach God with their own works rather
than believing in His Word will ultimately fall into
despair when they get weary from their own
zealousness, and they will collapse and never get up
again. There are limits to your own human efforts at
piety. That’s because your sinful nature still remains
in you. Therefore, anyone who tries to approach God
through his own efforts will inevitably fail.
Our Lord bore all our sins through His baptism.
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan
River by saying, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” In Matthew

11:12 Jesus said, “From the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and
the violent take it by force.” But violence here should
not be understood to mean that one goes to Heaven
by using force in a literal sense. Violence is not
lawful. The rule is that only those who have no sin
whatsoever can enter Heaven. And Jesus made us
completely sinless and righteous by accepting all our
sins through His baptism and dying on the Cross in
our place. Though we have done nothing, the Lord
has taken care of everything for us. As a result of this
we have now received the right to enter Heaven even
though we did not qualify for it.
We have thus taken Heaven by violence. This
means that Heaven surrendered itself to those who
believe that Jesus accepted all their sins through John
the Baptist and enter Heaven by this faith. How does
one enter the Kingdom of God? He enters it by
violence namely, by faith. Those who believe in the
Word of God, in the Word of the water and the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, take the Kingdom of Heaven by
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violence. They gain control over it.
When a country wages war against another, it has
to have the power to win the war completely and the
ability to prevail over the people of that opposing
country. Although Japan invaded Korea and enslaved
it for 35 years (1910-1945 AD), it failed to bring it
under permanent submission. Despite coercing
Koreans to change their names to Japanese names,
learn the Japanese language, and worship Japanese
gods, the Japanese oppressors ultimately failed to
subdue them completely. If the Japanese oppressors
were really powerful, Koreans would have turned
into their slaves and become completely assimilated.
When we want to enter Heaven, we must have
sufficient power. And through our faith in Jesus, we
have received this power to take Heaven with
violence. If we want to enter Heaven, we must invade
it with violence—that is, by faith. That is why John
the Baptist passed all the sins of the world onto Jesus
through the baptism he gave Him. Jesus said,
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to

fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15).
In the Old Testament, the High Priest had passed
the sins of the people of Israel onto the scapegoats
head by laying his hands on its head. Likewise, John
the Baptist, the representative of mankind, passed all
the sins of the world onto Jesus by baptizing Him.
This was accomplished when both John the Baptist
and Jesus turned 30 years of age. At that time John
the Baptist was busy in the Jordan River, and Jesus
came to this river. When Jesus said to John the
Baptist, “Baptize Me,” John the Baptist replied by
asking how he could dare to baptize Jesus. Jesus then
said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. Just as the
yearly sins of the Israelites were passed onto the
scapegoat once and for all through the laying on of
the High Priest’s hands, so will I also accept all the
sins of mankind through you, its representative.” The
word “thus” is “οϋτως” (hoo’-tos) in Greek, which
means “just by this method.” In other words, Jesus
was saying, “It is fitting for you to pass all sins onto
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Me by you baptizing Me, and only in this way can I
blot out everyone’s sins and fulfill all righteousness. It is
fitting to blot out everyone’s sins by this baptism.”
So Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, and
because of this, Heaven suffered violence from the
days of John the Baptist. Just as the strong win the
war by suppressing the weak, Heaven is entered by
the strong armed with unwavering faith in the
baptism of Jesus. When Jesus came to this earth, He
accepted all the sins of mankind by being baptized,
carried them all to the Cross, and died for them in our
place, thereby blotting out each and every sin of ours.
It is by believing in this Truth that you and I are able
to enter Heaven without any hesitation, just as the
strong prevail over the weak with their power. And
faith is our power to enter Heaven and conquer it,
enabling us to make it ours and say, “Jesus Christ has
given me this Heaven through His baptism and death
on the Cross!”
This is what faith is all about. When we have faith
in the Word of God, our hearts are made sinless and

holy, we can take the God-given Heaven, and we can
also preach this genuine gospel to others. And when
we have faith, we are blameless before both God and
man. In contrast, when we have no faith, we turn so
servile and ashamed of ourselves that we wish we
could hide ourselves in a hole. Without true faith,
instead of having no shame at all under the heavens,
we end up having too much shame.
How should you and I lead our Christian life? We
must lead it by the faith that believes in the Word of
God. Your life of faith is led properly by believing
every Word of God which is written in both
Testaments of the Bible. Every saint nevertheless is
still full of shortcomings. God’s servants are also
lacking. Yet despite this, we are blameless before
God and we can always be used as the instruments of
His righteousness, all because you and I believe in
the Word of God and He has given us the Holy Spirit.
Do you believe in this, my fellow believers? We
must stand on this faith. We must work by faith.
Everything requires faith. The Bible says, “The just
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shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17). Even though
Abraham betrayed his own wife, he was still blessed
by God immensely, and this is something that we
can’t quite understand if we think of it from a human
perspective. Abraham was blessed by God despite his
shortcomings because he had faith. You and I did not
deserve to receive God’s blessings either. How then
are we now able to serve God? It’s all because of our
faith.
This is the faith that all of us must have: First of
all, we must have faith that the Lord has saved us
through water and the Spirit; secondly, we must have
the belief that the Lord has eradicated all our human
blemishes and bore the condemnation of our sin in
our place; thirdly, we must have faith that we have
nothing to do with any sin or transgression anymore;
and fourthly, we must have the belief that we have
become righteous people before God and we are
qualified to carry out His righteous work. When we
have faith to believe that Heaven is ours and God has
blotted out everyone’s sins, we attain salvation and

holiness from God—not only do we become His
children, but we also receive His blessings both in
body and spirit to be used as His instruments of
righteousness. Therefore, it is by faith that you must
lead your Christian life.
As you carry on with your lives, you must have
true faith. Our Lord has saved such insufficient
people like you and me. Our Lord has saved us
despite our many shortcomings, and He has made us
God’s people and workers. It’s by believing in this
Truth that we have been saved and are now being
used as the instruments of righteousness. We should
never forget this unfathomable grace of God. We
should never forget the grace with which our Lord
has saved us. Regardless of whether we are gathered
together or find ourselves alone, in times of troubles
and accomplishments, we must always remember the
Lord in all aspects of our lives. We must think of
God’s blessings and believe in Him, remembering
that He has accepted us to be His own people and
made us perfectly righteous through the gospel of the
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water and the Spirit. And we must give thanks and
glory to God. Your Christian life must be led by this
faith. It’s because Jesus has blotted out all our sins
that we were able to reach our salvation. I give all my
thanks to the Lord for this Truth. Just as God blessed
Abraham despite his insufficiencies, He has also
blessed us and is working through us in spite of our
shortcomings. All of us ought to be profoundly
grateful to God for this.
Does this then mean that we have nothing but
inadequacies all the time? No, that is not the case.
Although we have many shortcomings in our lives,
our Lord took care of them all. Believing that the
Lord bore all our sins through His baptism and was
condemned for them, we can always live an upright
life as sinless and righteous people. This is the Lord’s
blessing which is bestowed upon you and me.
Therefore, we ought to be grateful to God for making
it possible for you and me to live a blessed life. We
should never boast of our own merits; but instead we
should glorify God by faith, serve Him by faith and

follow Him by faith. We must admit that we are
inadequate and lacking. And we must recognize that
the Lord’s salvation is completely perfect, and thank
Him for this salvation. We must stand before God by
faith, take Heaven by faith, reach salvation by faith,
become the Lord’s workers by faith, and by faith
share His blessings with others.
How about you then? Do you really believe in all
this? Are you really thankful? What has made you
perfect? Is it your faith or your own acts? It’s by faith
that you have become perfect. Is there anyone who is
perfect in his acts? No, there is none. Anyone who
thinks that he is perfect on his own is spiritually blind.
Such people who say, “I have only made a couple of
mistakes in my entire life. I am quite decent,” are
spiritually blind. They are no different from someone
who cannot see himself even as he is standing right
in front of a mirror. It’s the insufficient whom the
Lord has saved. If you think that you are even
slightly meritorious, you must open up your spiritual
eyes and look at your true self. You will then reach
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the inevitable conclusion that you have no other way
to be saved but by relying on the Lord.
Our God wants to spread the gospel throughout the
whole world. The Word also says, “For this is good
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4). We have a
great deal of work waiting for us, for we must spread
the true gospel all over the world to answer this desire
of God to save everyone. And thanks to God, our
work so far has produced significant tangible results,
as we hear from many Christian pastors telling us that
they were truly born again from hearing the gospel
preached by us, something that they had not heard
before. For now, it’s been mostly pastors and
missionaries that have received the remission of sins,
but in the near future, many lay Christians will also
receive the remission of sins.
Christians in Korea tend to be too religious.
Christians from elsewhere therefore look down on
the faith of Korean Christians and show little respect

to them. It’s all because Korean Christians believe
too blindly. But this is little more than superstition; it
is not faith. True faith is one that is centered on the
Word of God. Shouting out loud, crying and wailing,
and causing a great deal of commotion is not what
faith is all about. Their worship service is already
chaotic enough as it is, but they stir up even more of
a racket trying to receive the Holy Spirit, shouting
out the name of the Lord and jumping all over the
place. This is not faith.
My fellow believers, you must know the Word of
God, take Heaven by believing in the Word, reach
salvation and stand before God by faith, preach the
Word by trusting in it, and become the Lord’s
instruments of righteousness. This is the faith that
God wants you to have. All authority and all blessings
under the heavens and on this earth are also received by
faith. Those who have already received the remission
of sins have such authority and blessings. They are
none other than you and I. So I give all thanks to God
for giving us these blessings. Hallelujah!
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You Should Recognize
God’s Church
< Genesis 12:10-20 >
“Now there was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the
famine was severe in the land. And it came to pass,
when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said
to Sarai his wife, ‘Indeed I know that you are a
woman of beautiful countenance. Therefore it will
happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will
say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but
they will let you live. Please say you are my sister,
that it may be well with me for your sake, and
that I may live because of you.’ So it was, when
Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw
the woman, that she was very beautiful. The
princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended
her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to

Pharaoh’s house. He treated Abram well for her
sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and
female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But
the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. And
Pharaoh called Abram and said, ‘What is this you
have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she
was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister’? I might have taken her as my wife. Now
therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your
way.’ So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning
him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all
that he had.”

In today’s Scripture passage we read how God
speaks about the genuine faith over God’s Church.
Abraham obeyed the Word of God and left his
country with his wife and nephew Lot, away from his
family and his father’s house. But while they were
dwelling in the land of Canaan, they experienced a
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great famine in that land. So he came to a situation
where he had no other alternative but to take his
family and all his possessions and go down to the
land of Egypt.
But before entering the land of Egypt, Abraham
made a request to his wife Sarah not to say that she
was his wife for the safety of his life. It is written in
Genesis 12:11-13, “And it came to pass, when he was
close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife,
“Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful
countenance. Therefore it will happen, when the
Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his
wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live.
Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with
me for your sake, and that I may live because of
you.”
Abraham’s life was at risk and he felt this was a
very real threat when he arrived in Egypt. This was
because the power of the tribal chiefs at that time was
absolute and so it was natural for them to try to kill
any foreigner that entered into their land. This was

because the inhabitants could kill a stranger in order
to take his pretty woman from him. And so it was in
Genesis 12:13, Abraham said, “Please say you are
my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake,
and that I may live because of you” (Genesis 12:13).
From a fleshly perspective, Abraham the ancestor of
faith also was a weak person who resorted to such
schemes when he felt great insecurity.
But despite this the king of Egypt and all the
peoples of the land were impressed with Abraham’s
wife Sarah who came into their land. They all came
to praise the beauty of Sarah to their king and she
was as a result taken into the royal palace. But soon
King Pharaoh who took Abraham’s wife came to
face a situation of receiving the wrath of Jehovah
God. The Scriptures state that Jehovah God brought
down a terrible calamity on Pharaoh and on his house
because of Abraham’s wife Sarah.
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This Account Shows That We Can
Receive Blessings Thanks to God’s
Church
A woman in the Scriptures illustrates God’s
Church spiritually. Just as the Egyptians were
attracted to Sarah, the peoples of this world come to
recognize the beauty of God’s Church. The members
of God’s Church are the people who know and
believe in the righteousness of Jesus, and they are
‘the gathering’ that is beautiful even in the eyes of
God. They are the people whose sins have been
thoroughly blotted out because they have known and
believed in the righteousness of Jesus. The faith of
these people is beautiful. Where in the world could
be found such a faith more beautiful than this. Thus,
both God’s Church and the gospel of the water and
the Spirit are inseparably related to one another.
God’s Church is the most beautiful place, which is an
organization that preaches the gospel of the water
and the Spirit all over the world.

The gospel of the water and the Spirit made us
form such beautiful Church of God, and therefore the
faith of these saints who have become the members
of God’s Church is very beautiful. The gospel of the
water and the Spirit that the Lord gave us is this
gospel that has made us the members of God’s
Church. It is so beautiful that we can say everyone
who knows and believes in this gospel truth is
beautiful. And therefore the peoples of this world
want to claim this beauty for their own. But they
must know that they will face a terrible calamity
instead of receiving God’s blessings if they just take
the outward beauty without faith of believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Through today’s
Scripture reading God teaches us such truths. This is
the lesson the Word is teaching us through the
calamity the king of Egypt experienced. The people
of this world come to suffer terrible trials and
hardships whenever they just think of the beauty of
the gospel of the water and the Spirit and try to
believe in it according to their own fleshly thoughts.

◄

CONTENTS

►

64

You Should Recognize God’s Church

This is because the gospel of the water and the Spirit
is the gospel of truth that cannot be attained by any
kind of fleshly thought.
Abraham said his wife was his sister because he
could have lost his life if he said she was his wife.
Because of this, Pharaoh the king of Egypt tried to
take Abraham’s wife Sarah from him. But God
brought down a terrible calamity upon Pharaoh and
his house because of this.
Such a thing also happened to Abraham’s son
Isaac. During the time of Isaac, Abraham’s son, he
once also said in order to protect his life, that his wife
Rebecca was his sister when he was dwelling in the
region of Gerar to escape the famine at that time.
Such events imply that the people of faith are
protected in body and spirit through God’s Church.
Now through this we understand that God is teaching
us the true lesson by speaking repeatedly of this truth
which is manifested in the Scriptures.
But despite this there are still many people who
try to take the beauty of the gospel of the water and

the Spirit with their own fleshly thoughts. What kind
of people are they? They are the people who try to
possess the gospel of the water and the Spirit without
the baptism of Jesus. And so it is not easy to find
faith of those who believe in the baptism of Jesus
amongst them. They try to receive salvation from all
their sins by just believing in the blood of the Cross
without knowing the gospel of the water and the
Spirit, which is the righteousness of God. By doing
this, they have fallen into Satan’s trap.
Sarah is no doubt Abraham’s wife. Therefore they
are of one body. Likewise, everyone who believes in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit are clearly the
children of God. And the people who believe in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit are the parts of
Jesus Christ’s Church. Those who know and believe
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit in this world
have become the people who preach about the
spiritual blessings of Heaven.
On the other hand, those who have fallen into the
religions of this world are not interested in the gospel
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of the water and the Spirit that contains the
righteousness of God but instead are only interested
in religious power and material things. And as a
result they just bring about foolish consequences in
the end. Therefore you must break down your fleshly
thoughts and hearts and receive salvation by
believing in the righteousness of Jesus Christ by
faith; you have to do so in order to attain the gospel
of the water and the Spirit that is manifested in the
Scriptures. If you refuse to do this you will not be
able to attain the heavenly blessing of faith that God
gave to you. In order to attain the gospel of the water
and the Spirit, one must deny one’s own fleshly
thoughts and believe only in the baptism Jesus
received and His blood, which is the righteousness of
God. You cannot receive salvation from all your sins
if you do not believe in both the baptism which Jesus
received from John the Baptist and the blood of the
Cross.
The Lord said, “Whoever desires to come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and

follow me” (Mark 8:34). Everyone must believe in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit the Lord gave
in order to receive salvation from the sins of the
world. Furthermore, one has to accept by the faith of
believing in the righteousness of the Lord in order to
receive salvation from all their sins. In God’s world,
it is impossible to receive the blessings of God
without denying our fleshly thoughts. However, most
people believe that they have received the remission
of their sins by believing only in the blood on the
Cross, which is a kind of a half-baked faith. And so
they claim to have received salvation from all their
sins without knowing the righteousness of God, and
without the knowledge and the faith of the
righteousness of God. Therefore they are believers in
the false gospel that is very different from the gospel
of the water and the Spirit. They misunderstand and
think that the only upright faith is the faith of
believing only in the blood of the Cross which they
have been exposed to for so long. There are many
people who believe that this false gospel and not the

◄

CONTENTS

►

66

You Should Recognize God’s Church

gospel of the water and the Spirit is the foundation of
the orthodox faith.
However, those who know and believe in the
perfect righteousness of God can discern the false
gospel from the genuine one. They are the ones who
accept the gospel of the water and the Spirit by faith.
We can clearly see that no one can receive salvation
from their sins without faith of believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Many will
eventually fall into this false faith and die spiritually
if they accept this half-baked gospel only. And
should they do this they come to walk the path of
fighting against the righteousness of God, all due to
this wrong faith. They will eventually suffer
destruction both in body and in spirit because they
cannot enter the Kingdom of God due to the sins in
their hearts.
Beloved saints, because of this incidence which
Abraham experienced he became very wealthy. This
experience was such a great one. As Abraham had
received the blessing by believing in God, we can see

that the righteous people who live in this world have
also received spiritual and physical blessings by
believing in God of righteousness.
We must know without a doubt that only those
who believe in the righteousness of God are the
children of God. Jesus Christ is the head of the
Church of God and His people are those who believe
and follow the gospel of the water and the Spirit,
which is the righteousness of God. Abraham also
become the ancestor of faith because he had faith of
believing in the spoken Word of God; the Bible states
that Jesus Christ received the baptism from John the
Baptist and was crucified and shed blood on the
Cross in order to save all the people of this entire
world from all the sins of the world.
But the people of this world ‘spiritually’ could not
fulfill their will because they just tried to take Sarah
as their wife blindly; they must now come to the
knowledge that they can be with God’s Church if
they have faith of knowing and believing in the
righteousness of God. Sinners should have had the
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same faith as all these people who believed in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit in order to possess
God’s Church. Sarah was a stepsister of Abraham.
One had to have the same faith as the one Abraham
had in order to attain Sarah spiritually. In order to
become a member of God’s Church, you must have
the same faith of the people of faith who believe in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit by uniting
yourself with them.
However, the peoples of this world cannot
recognize the righteousness of God and the gospel of
the water and the Spirit even though these two exist
in the world alongside each other. They have greatly
erred from the right faith because they are just
seeking the outward beauty of God’s Church instead
of the content of genuine faith. They just look at the
beauty of God’s Church and try to have only that. We
can see from today’s Scripture passage that these
kinds of people will, as a result, experience terrible
calamity due to their misplaced faith. They have tried
to receive only the fruit of this gospel instead of

trying to know the gospel of the water and the Spirit;
they try to believe only in Christian doctrines that
they do not even understand while rejecting to
believe in the Word of the righteousness of God.
These false believers just try hard to imitate the faith
of the righteous only to be looking good outwardly.
They also insist that one does not have sin if he just
believes in Jesus’ blood on the Cross. They do not
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit which is
hidden in the righteousness of God, but when we
look at their spiritual lives they lead which is only by
religious ethics and morality, they appear somewhat
plausible.
But we should know that their faith is much
different from the faith of the born-again who believe
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Actually
most Christian’s today say that they have sins after
believing in Jesus as their Savior. They say they do
have sin even though they have been saved by
believing in Jesus Christ. They say they do not go to
hell although they have sin. Simply put, they say that
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they can go to Heaven although they have sins in
their hearts. They argue that it is so because they
have believed in Jesus as the Savior who was
crucified on the Cross for sinners such as them.
But despite this they cannot understand the
baptism Jesus received from John the Baptist. How
can a sinner go to hell before the presence of God?
They cannot argue! As Pharaoh the king of Egypt
looked at the beauty of Sarah and tried to take her,
but because of this he received the calamity of God
instead, the people who do not have faith of believing
in the righteousness of God right now are just waiting
for a terrible calamity that God will pour down upon
them. This world is full of these types of Christians.
They are merely religious people who have as yet not
been born again because they do not know the gospel
of the water and the Spirit. Such religious people
have sins in their hearts because they do not believe
in the righteousness of Jesus. But they will tell you
that they do not go to hell although they have sins.
They are heading for a place they do not want to go.

It is because they have the wrong faith. It is the same
principle as the king of Egypt receiving a terrible
calamity because he tried to forcibly take Abraham’s
wife.
Do Christians who believe only in the blood of
Jesus say that they have sins or not? Some of them
say that they do not have any sins. However, when I
ask them to explain to me with concrete evidence of
how all their sins were blotted out, they labor to say
that it was just by the blood of the Cross. But did the
Lord blot out our sins by the blood of the Cross
alone? No, He did not. The Lord has indeed blotted
out all our sins once and for all by the gospel of the
water and the Spirit.
Everyone must now be freed from his or her sins
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
But sadly the majority of Christians today do not
have the correct knowledge of the gospel of the water
and the Spirit. It is because they have limited
knowledge about the righteousness of God. And
because they cannot know that Jesus took all the sins
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of the world by receiving the baptism from John the
Baptist if they do not have the heart of revering God
and knowing about the righteousness of God.
Therefore they must first have a heart of revering the
righteousness of God including the Word of God.
Furthermore, they must also find the truth that the
Lord took all our sins upon Himself and received the
judgment for our sins in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit. All those who have remained sinners even
after believing in Jesus as the Savior have become
‘the spiritually blind’ because they do not know that
the Lord cleansed all our sins away by the gospel of
the water and the Spirit. It is because they have never
had their sins cleansed away completely since they
have not heard the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
They just sought outward beauty without knowing
the gospel of the water and the Spirit and the
righteousness of God which is manifested through
God’s Church. They have fundamentally become the
peoples of Egypt instead of the people of God
spiritually. From the Egyptians’ viewpoint, Sarah

was very beautiful; likewise from the eyes of worldly
Christians, the Church of God is such a beautiful
place. And it seems very different from their
perspective.
The churches of this world took this half-baked
gospel, and what is the result of this? They received
judgment because they took only the ethics of the
church, not the genuine Word of the gospel of the
water and the Spirit. The Scriptures shows us clearly
about this. Why is it that many churches in this world
do not receive the blessing of God? And why do they
suffer such terrible calamities in the future? The
Scriptures tell us that they have received these
calamities because they were not God’s people.
The thing we must understand is that the gospel of
the water and the Spirit which was preached by the
Early Church is now preached by only a very small
group of people. But why is it that so many people go
on living as sinners although they believe in Jesus as
their Savior? It is because they do not receive the
gospel of the water and the Spirit into their hearts.

◄

CONTENTS

►

70

You Should Recognize God’s Church

And because they do not believe in the Word of the
righteousness of God like Abraham did. They
ultimately cannot accept the true gospel because they
would lose many things of this world if they accepted
it. Although many church buildings are now being
built in this world, the leaders of these churches
actually cannot even fulfill their role as the light of
the world because they do not have faith of believing
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. In other
words, it is difficult for these worldly Christians to
meet the servants of God who know and believe in
the righteousness of God in this world. Then who is
the person who accepts and believes in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit today? Someone who is pure
like Abraham spiritually and someone who believes
purely in the righteousness of God─it is this person
who comes to believe in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit.
From the Egyptians’ viewpoint, the tribe of
Abraham was nothing more than a small group of
people that could not be compared with them. But

despite this the king of such a huge country tried to
take the wife of Abraham. But in the end he could
not but let Sarah go due to the calamity that poured
down upon the country when he held Sarah in the
royal palace. He could not but let her go out from his
authority.
When we look at it spiritually, the people of this
world are making the churches of the world
according to their own human desires. They are
preaching the Word of God according to whatever
they feel in their hearts and encouraging them to
fulfill their teachings. In other words, they are
making their own churches and not the Church of
God, because they do not believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit in their hearts.
Dear fellow believers, we must remember well
what God’s Church is saying to us spiritually. The
Church of God is preaching the will of God and not
the will of man, so the peoples of this world cannot
understand it well even though they try to understand
it. Why? We can see that they are trying to accept the
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outward beauty and morality of God’s Church, rather
than hearing the Word of God and believing and
following it because they cannot accept the gospel of
the water and the Spirit into their hearts that contains
the righteousness of God although they claim to
believe in Jesus as their Savior. Thus, their faith
accepts only the things that satisfy their fleshly
desires rather than accepting the righteousness of
God. Their wish is to establish a pretty church of God
based on carnal faith. But we should know that such
a corrupted faith is of the great harlot mentioned in
the Scriptures (Revelation 19:2).
Have you broken down your fleshly thoughts and
believed in the Word of the righteousness of God?
You must believe in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit in order to become a member of God’s Church;
you can never become a member of God’s Church
unless you believe in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit. But Christian sinners do not accept both the
baptism Jesus received and the blood He shed, which
constitutes the genuine gospel, because they just try

to take the beauty of the Church of God. Because
they do not change their hearts fundamentally and
only try to accept things that are pleasing to them in a
fleshly sense, they consequently refuse the
righteousness of God which is hidden in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit. God has made the people
who have believed in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit prosper in God’s Church both in body and
spirit, and He also has protected them from all crises
through His Church.
Abraham would have died if Sarah had become a
second wife to the king of Egypt. But God poured
down a terrible calamity upon the house of Pharaoh
and protected Abraham’s life. After Pharaoh found
out what the cause of this calamity that had poured
down on his house was, he said to Abraham, “Take
your wife now. Why haven’t you told me before that
she was your wife from the outset? Take your wife
now since she is here.” Abraham was able to receive
the blessing of God even in the midst of such trials.
The people of God come to live because of God’s
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Church and the manifestation of God’s work is like
this. Like this event, God has interest in His Church.
God protects His servants and His people and gives
blessing to them who abide in His Church. This is the
blessing God bestows on His Church as it is written,
“The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His
ears are open to their cry” (Psalm 34:15).
The people of God in His Church are now
prospering in both body and spirit because of the
righteousness of God. When the perfect Church of
God is established in this world, from that moment
on God blesses those who unite with His Church.
The brothers and sisters in God’s Church now come
to taste the grace of God because they are with God’s
servants. When we look at how Abraham became
rich, we cannot but say that he became rich because
of his wife. That was the time when he was
experiencing severe famine. The place that Abraham
was dwelling in was the land of the enemy and he
could not settle there, but in spite of this he received
abundant blessings because of the incident of

betraying his wife.
We must not think of this only in a fleshly way.
The Scriptures state that God makes His people
prosper, protects them and keeps them through His
Church. Thus, the churches of this world must not
just accept the outward beauty of God’s Church; but
rather they must accept the gospel of the water and
the Spirit in order to truly follow the faith of God’s
Church.
The genuine Church of God belongs to the people
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit
which is the foundation of genuine faith. The peoples
of this world cannot have God’s Church even if they
want it because they do not believe in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit. How can one have the
genuine Church of God? It is only possible when one
has faith of genuine salvation, that is, the faith of
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It
is impossible for a sinner to have God’s Church
without believing in the righteousness of God.
Therefore, we must know that a person who has false
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faith will receive a terrible calamity when he tries to
make claim to God’s Church forcibly. The Church of
God belongs to the people who believe in the genuine
gospel of the water and the Spirit just as Sarah the
wife of Abraham could not but return to her husband
because she did not belong to Pharaoh the king of
Egypt. Therefore all the peoples of this world must
now return back to the gospel of the water and the
Spirit which is the true way of faith.
The Tabernacle of God could not stay in the land
of the Philistines or the Amalekites. If the Tabernacle
was taken out of the land of Israel to a land of
unbelief, a terrible calamity would pour down on that
land. God’s Church belongs to the people of faith
who believe in the Word of God, and the Church is
the place where the people of faith belong. The
Church is the place where the saints who have
received the remission of sins are gathered and where
the genuine Word of God is, the Law of God, and the
rules and statutes of God in the Church are found.
The Church of God is with the people who have the

faith of believing in the Word which God spoke, and
He gives His righteousness to them.
Through today’s Scripture passage, God tells us
that the world cannot receive the Church of God.
They cannot receive God’s Church because the truth
goes into their lies, it judges them, and pours down
calamities onto them if they accept His Church. The
world therefore cannot but fight against the true
Church of God. They cannot but reject God’s Church
instead of serving His Church and enjoy blessings
along with it.
Who then is the person who shall unite and be
with God’s Church and the righteous people? God
grants God’s Church to a person who has the faith of
believing in the Word of God, someone who believes
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Abraham
remains as the ancestor of faith. God appeared to this
Abraham and said,
“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
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To a land that I will show you.” Abraham then left
the land that he had been attached to where he lived
and immediately accepted the Word God which was
spoken to him and threw away his own emotions,
thoughts, logic and will and followed the Word of
God.
For a man of God, it was more important to him to
believe in and follow the Word of God, not his
feelings or his thoughts. Such faith is the genuine
faith and such a person is a person of faith who
believes in the Word of God. God establishes His
Church to someone who has such faith. Abraham had
no child until then. Then how could the Church of
God continue down through the generations?
Abraham received the blessing by believing in the
Word of God although he did not have a child yet. A
person who believes and follows the Word of God
becomes part of the body of God’s Church, and a
member of His Church.
Abraham was a person who believed and followed
the Word of God exactly as He said. God appeared to

Abraham first and said,
“I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed” (Genesis 12:3). Abraham believed in the
Word of God which was spoken to him ‘as is’ and
left the house of his father and family in his
homeland which was Ur of Chaldea.
Abraham believed in the Word of God and left his
homeland, but he did not have a child although he
was getting older. From the conversation between
God and Abraham we can see that this God of
Covenant blesses the person of faith.
God said in Genesis 15:1-4, “After these things
the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward.’ But Abram said,
‘Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?’ Then Abram said, ‘Look, You have
given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house
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is my heir!’ And behold,
the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘This
one shall not be your heir, but one who will come
from your own body shall be your heir.’”
Abraham had a servant called Eliezer and he must
have been a very special person. But Abraham
needed a son to continue his lineage since Eliezer
was not his real son. Jehovah God then told Abraham
that He would give him a son. It is written in Genesis
15:5-6, “Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you
are able to number them.’ And He said to him, ‘So
shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in the
LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.” God said that He would give him a
child although Abraham and Sarah were already old,
but he nevertheless believed in His Word. God
considered such faith as righteous. God looked at the
faith of Abraham who believed and obeyed His Word
unwaveringly and thus approved him as the ancestor
of faith. The New Testament records that God

approved Abraham’s faith who believed in His Word
with hope in a circumstance he could not normally
hope for. So his faith was accounted to him for
righteousness (Romans 4:22). Even though
Abraham’s wife Sarah was barren, Abraham was
able to produce a child after 25 years had passed
since God made such a promise.
What is genuine faith before the presence of God?
It is faith of believing in the Word of God exactly as
it is. To whom is the Church of God granted? God
grants the Church of God to people who have this
genuine faith so they can serve the true Church. The
world cannot possess the true Church of God and
thus they cannot but stay far away from it and send it
out from their hearts. It is like Pharaoh returning
Abraham’s wife to him. Can Abraham who led a
small group of people compare with a king of an
empire that had immense power? But the king of this
country repented of his sins and returned the woman
back to her husband because he could not accept her.
It was because calamity would have fallen upon him
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if he had not let her go.
The true Church is granted only to people who
have the true faith, that is, the people who believe in
the Word of the righteousness of God. What does the
Word teach us through this event? It teaches us that
God has given the beautiful Church of God to the
people who have faith like that of Abraham.
Just looking at him from a fleshly viewpoint,
Abraham was someone who sold his wife when the
situation became precarious. Surely Abraham was
someone who indeed sold his wife, if we do not look
at it with spiritual eyes. But God looked at only one
thing, that of his faith of believing in the Word of the
righteousness of God, and considered Abraham to be
righteous and appointed him as the ancestor of faith.
Abraham did not have anything to boast of from a
fleshly viewpoint. Thus it is written in the Book of
Romans, “What then shall we say that Abraham our
father has found according to the flesh? For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God” (Romans 4:1-2).

Abraham was not a person worthy to be admired in a
fleshly perspective. But despite this his faith was
approved and he became the ancestor of faith to us
who have the true faith today, including the example
of faith because he believed in the Word of God. God
is showing us here that Abraham’s faith is the true
one.
Christian leaders of this world desire very much to
possess the Church of God. In other words, they want
to shepherd a flock of these people of God and do
ministry with them. These ordinary ministers covet
the faith of you and me who believe in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit. When we look at them, there
are not many cases where the sheep believe and
follow their shepherd with their hearts.
Jehovah’s Witnesses tell us that our brothers and
sisters obey our leaders blindly. Do we really obey
blindly? They think our brothers and sisters are
submitting to us the spiritual leaders because we
force them to just follow us unconditionally without
any question. But that is far from the truth. Our
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brothers and sisters follow us because it is worthy for
them to follow and the Word of God says so. By the
way, Jehovah’s Witnesses say that our brothers and
sisters obey their leaders blindly, but it is not blind
obedience.
On another occasion a minister from an
evangelical church said that our brothers and sisters
looked like the novices in Christian faith. He said
that our brothers and sisters look like the time when
they first believed in Jesus and their faith twinkled
with a new heart, devotion and with thankfulness.
But there is not any brother or sister amongst us who
has believed just recently. He said that this new spirit
would vanish away completely after about one year
from the time when someone first believed in Jesus.
So he envied the spiritual fleshiness of our brothers
and sisters. Like this the worldly ministers want to
take care of the Church of God. They ask me, “What
is the secret of your ministering?” But I do not have
any secret.
God has led His Church and His people to His

servants who believe in God and follow His Word.
God has brought them all to His servant. The people
of this world cannot live with Abraham’s wife. They
are not qualified to do so. God grants His Church to a
person who truly believes, follows and obeys Him.
God has given the Church of God to you and to me
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
Do you believe in this fact? I wanted to do ministry
in such a Church from the beginning. Even if there
were only one lay believer in my Church, I wanted to
take care of that person who believed in the Word of
God 100%, and who believed in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit. So I did not gather all sorts of
people together because I wanted to establish the
Church only with saints who followed the Word of
God by faith. God then allowed me to establish the
Church of God.
Do you know how much people of this world wish
to have a beautiful woman like Sarah as their wife?
They want to establish the Church of God, but they
cannot have it. They are not qualified. It is because
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they do not believe in the Word of God like the
people of Egypt. They cannot establish the beautiful
Church or even come into it because they just believe
in their own thoughts and with their fleshly law
rather than the law of God. And so God has granted
His Church to you and me, to the saints who believe
and follow the Word of God. God has allowed the
righteous people who are following the Word after
having been born again to have fellowship with one
another and lead a spiritual life together. God’s
Church is the gift of God. Not anyone can have this.
God has given this gift to His people, the saints who
really believe and follow the Word. God is saying
this in the Book of Genesis chapter 12.
The people of this world cannot do as they please
with the righteous people. They will be destroyed if
they forcibly take us. They cannot possess us, so they
should let us go. They cannot but send us out from
their place so that we can minister God’s Church
apart from them. They will be destroyed if they try to
embrace us and possess us. Pharaoh the Egyptian

king sent out Abraham’s wife and all their
possessions. We are the people of God who was
especially chosen to serve Him apart from them, to
believe in God, to witness the gospel and live the
spiritual life, and receive the blessing God gives. You
and I are God’s special people and the blessed people
that God has especially chosen whilst living in this
world. God takes responsibility and gives everything
we need when we are in His Church. But we must
have faith. When we have faith like Abraham, God
blesses us, puts us in a special place and in this world,
and treats us as special.
Abraham selling his wife to Pharaoh, him losing
his wife to the King Pharaoh and gaining wealth
because of his wife, a terrible calamity befalling on
the house of Pharaoh, Pharaoh returning Abraham’s
wife and gave him much possessions ─ all these
incidents are to make us realize what kind of person
can possess the Church of God. Through this Word
we must know that God has granted His Church to
the people who follow the Word of God with the
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same faith as that of Abraham.
The Church of God is given to those who believe
in the Word just like Abraham did. This is the
blessing God has given to us. God’s Church is the
great blessing He has given to you and me. The
people of Egypt cannot have God’s Church, but only
the saints who believe and follow the Word of God
can possess His Church. I give thanks to our God for
this grace.
We do not try hard especially to be acknowledged
by this world. We just want to give heavenly
blessings to them, but they cannot accept us. That is
why we have left Egypt by faith and brought out all
things we had collected in Egypt and now live in an
area apart from them. And we receive the blessing of
God in His Church and preach the gospel while
living in there. God’s Church is the blessed field
Jehovah God has chosen. It is the congregation of
people who have been chosen and blessed by Jesus
Christ.
I give thanks to the Lord who has granted God’s

Church to us.
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Place Your Heart
In the Land of Canaan
< Genesis 13:1-18 >
“Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his
wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the
South. Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver,
and in gold. And he went on his journey from the
South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
to the place of the altar which he had made there
at first. And there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. Lot also, who went with Abram, had
flocks and herds and tents. Now the land was not
able to support them, that they might dwell
together, for their possessions were so great that
they could not dwell together. And there was strife
between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and
the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites

and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. So
Abram said to Lot, ‘Please let there be no strife
between you and me, and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not
the whole land before you? Please separate from
me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right;
or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.’
And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere
(before the LORD destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the
land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. Then Lot
chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from each
other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and
Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his
tent even as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom
were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the
LORD. And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot
had separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and
look from the place where you are—northward,
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southward, eastward, and westward; for all the
land which you see I give to you and your
descendants forever. And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a
man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered. Arise,
walk in the land through its length and its width,
for I give it to you.’ Then Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar
there to the LORD.”

Today I would like to share with you the Word of
God regarding “In which way your heart must lie
towards?” Truly you and I possess hearts where lusts
of the flesh and covetousness arise. In today’s
Scripture reading God speaks to us about where we,
who are so lacking, should place our hearts.

Abraham’s Spiritual Eyes and Lot’s
Fleshly Eyes
When Abraham and his nephew Lot eventually
came out of Egypt and went down to the South, they
took many possessions with them. However, these
two men had clearly different points of view on the
world. Lot, Abraham’s nephew had his eyes set on
the current glories of wealth which could be seen
with the naked eye. For this very reason, when he
quarreled with his uncle and subsequently left for a
different land, he chose the land of Sodom which
appeared to him to be fertile and abundant.
Abraham, our father of faith, had a different faith.
Even when he looked at the land of Sodom it also
seemed so abundant, just like the Garden of Eden,
lush green pasture for feeding the sheep he was
breeding. But he nevertheless stayed in the land of
Canaan that God had given him. Dear fellow
believers this story of Abraham and Lot isn’t just
another simple historical event. Through this story
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God is telling us where you and I should place our
hearts.
And so Abraham stayed in the land of Canaan and
Lot went to the land of Sodom. Like this these two
men were ultimately separated. What then is the
reason behind Abraham and Lot separating like this?
It was none other than the issue of property. They
separated because of issues over land ownership.
Because Abraham and Lot were in the business of
stock breeding, raising sheep and goats, they were in
need of large pasture land where they could breed
and feed their large herds of livestock. However, as
their livestock gradually increased, the land on which
to breed and feed these sheep and goats became
insufficient.
Then Lot started to complain. He said, “I really
don’t have to be with my uncle anymore. It seems my
uncle is exploiting me because of him just being my
uncle. But anyway I don’t want to be with him
anymore.” But on the other hand it seems to me that
Abraham did not share in Lots hearts situation. It

seems as though Abraham had thought to himself
that what was good was good since there was plenty
of livestock and land for both of them. However, his
nephew Lot wasn’t like this. He was thinking that he
could turn out much better than his uncle. Through
this account we can find out that Lot at that time had
his whole heart set completely on earthly wealth like
sheep and goats.
Actually the relationship between Abraham and
Lot can be compared to the relationship between
God’s Church and the saints who are inside it. Put
differently, Abraham can be seen as its leader and
Lot as God’s lamb. God had previously called Lot
forth through Abraham. And so like this because of
Abraham Lot received salvation and came out from
this world by following Abraham. We can reckon Lot
became rich by following Abraham. As his personal
wealth grew, so he concentrated his heart to this
wealth even more. For this reason he became more
uncomfortable and started complaining to Abraham.
Abraham spoke to Lot after recognized the
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motives of his heart. He told him clearly, “Please
separate from me. Rather than repeatedly
complaining to me, leave me now. If you take the left,
then I will go to the right, and if you go to the right,
then I will go to the left. Please make your final
decision.” The truth is if Lot continued to follow
Abraham he could have become someone with even
more wealth. This was something that was clearly
guaranteed. Despite all of this when Abraham said,
“You must then leave me,” Lot lifted up his eyes and
looked towards the rich land of Sodom. His greedy
eyes saw the land of Sodom and it appeared so great.
With this he left Abraham saying that he will go to
the land of Sodom.
Dear fellow believers, it is the same with you and
me. Actually to receive guidance from the leader
inside God’s Church can be a great blessing. It is just
like Lot who was able to gather much wealth by
following Abraham. Just like Lot who left Abraham,
there are people who go on living on their own
accord having left the leader of the Church. Such

people have been deluded by their fleshly greed.
These kinds of hearts are surely the hearts like Lot.
So we see Lot eventually leaving Abraham. But
what did Abraham do? As it is written, “Abram dwelt
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of
the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom”
(Genesis 13:12), here we see him still staying in the
land of Canaan. The truth is this land of Canaan is
not that great of a land. Few trees grow here, and
water is in short supply. But the land of Sodom Lot
chose had much water and was full of trees. The land
was great for stock breeding and green lush pasture.
Lot, who had placed his heart in material things,
chose this land of Sodom, and perhaps it was a
reasonable choice as a human being.

God Was Abraham’s Shepherd
When Lot said he will take the land of Sodom,
Abraham then chose the land of Canaan, a land
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which was completely opposite to that of Sodom.
Because he knew that Lot’s heart was not upright,
Abraham thought that he should go to the opposite
direction. Now that Lot had departed for the land of
Sodom, Abraham could now dwell in all the land of
Canaan.
But what is peculiar here is that God appeared
before Abraham right after Lot had separated from
him. The Scriptures tell us, “And the LORD said to
Abram, after Lot had separated from him: ‘Lift your
eyes now and look from the place where you are northward, southward, eastward, and westward; for
all the land which you see I give to you and your
descendants forever’” (Genesis 13:14-15). On
hearing these Words, Abraham went up to a higher
place and looked towards this vast land. That land
was the land of Israel where the descendants of
Abraham live today. This shows us that the Word of
promise was realized exactly as it was promised.
Dear fellow believers, here we will find one
lesson which we must firmly bear in mind: Our God

will take full responsibility for you and me, just as
He had taken care of Abraham, if we truly give up
the desires for worldly things. But if we were to
focus on small and visible things in this world and try
to obtain them just like Lot, then we will never be
able gain anything else besides this.
God wants to be our Shepherd, and He wants to be
everything for us. I hope God who is omnipotent,
will grant much blessings upon you and me. But we
should know that God wants our hearts to be separate
from the things that are fleshly. He wants our hearts
to be far away from fleshly greed that stems from this
earth. Where does God desire our hearts to dwell on?
He wants us to set out hearts in a place none other
than this promised land of Canaan, that is, on the
Lord’s gospel and the spreading of this very gospel.
He wants us to set our hearts on the spiritual work of
God. God wants you and me to place our hearts in
the hope of His glorious Heaven.
We must wholeheartedly have our hearts
separated from the greed of this earth. What would
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have happened if Abraham’s heart had also been set
on the wealth of the land of Sodom? If Abraham, like
Lot, had his heart set on wealth and had lived
together with Lot in the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah, that is, if he had lived together with Lot in
this sinful world, God would surely have sent down
fire upon that land. If that had happened, then
Abraham the father of faith would have suffered
injury along with Lot.

The Hearts of Those Who Have
Received the Remission of Sins Has
to Be Set on the Gospel
God said clearly that He would give the land of
Canaan to Abraham and his descendants. The
descendants of Abraham thus entered the land of
Canaan and lived there according to that promise.
Likewise, it is only proper that you and I living in
this day and age should also reside in the land of

Canaan. Our hearts must stay in the land of Canaan.
If our hearts were to reside in the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah, God will pass judgment on us when He
eventually judges this world.
Where should our hearts which is trying to follow
the Lord rest? We must place our hearts in a place
none other than this land of Canaan. We lean our
hearts towards the Lord-given gospel. After having
received the blessing of the remission of our sins
from God, what would happen if we were to just seek
after earthly happiness by thinking, “What can I do
so that I can eat well and live well in this world?
How can I receive recognition and live happily?”
Someone who seeks earthly happiness like this will
become someone like Lot appearing in today’s
Scripture passage. Not only that person but also all
their descendants will be destroyed without
exception.
Even though we are lacking and our hearts are full
of filth rising up several times a day, we must clearly
bear in mind that we must nevertheless set our hearts
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on the land of Canaan. We must lean our hearts
towards the gospel, and the very Heaven where we
will live in the future. We should not just think solely
about the prosperity of the flesh here on this earth.
Even though we have no other alternative but to live
in this world, we must nevertheless lean our hearts
towards the gospel and Heaven. Truly we are not the
people of this world; we are in fact the citizens of the
Kingdom of God, that is, the Kingdom of Heaven.
Of course your heart and mine can dwell on this
earth. But what would be the result of this if we were
to choose the rich fields of Jordan of the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah? We will most certainly arrive
at our destruction in the end. We who have received
the remission of our sins can choose the land of
Sodom that Abraham’s nephew Lot had chosen, but
we can also choose the land of Canaan that Abraham
had taken. We are free to choose whatever land, but
one thing we must keep in mind that destruction will
fall upon all those who choose the land of Sodom.
This is precisely what God is speaking to us about

through today’s Scripture reading. For this is the
Word of the omnipotent God, it is the eternal truth.
We must set out hearts upon the Kingdom of God.
This is the eternal truth. It is so because everything
the Lord has recorded is, after all, the truth.

Even Though We Received the
Remission of Our Sins, but If We
Were to Set Our Hearts on the
Land of Jordan, We Will Surely Die
As you have seen from today’s Scripture reading,
Abraham and his nephew Lot fought with each other.
After this period of discord, each chose to go to a
different land, but from the outset, who seemed to be
the wiser? Right in front of their eyes was this vast
plain of green pasture, but when looking up yonder,
was only waste arid land. So, at that very moment,
which choice was more appropriate? Of course, it
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would seem wiser to choose all the plains of the land
of Jordan. But God is telling us that seeking only
after those things that can be seen with the naked eye
is not true wisdom. Also, He is telling us how we can
make right choices when we are faced with critical
situations like this.
As we go on living here on this earth and as we
follow the Church, we will most certainly encounter
this problem most often. I am saying that these two
different hearts will always collide with each other:
That is, seeking after material wealth of this world or
looking towards the Kingdom of Heaven. Looking at
these two hearts, which do you think is the genuine
and correct choice? God tells us, “Do not place your
heart on this earth. Set your heart on the gospel, and
set your heart on Heaven. Choose these spiritual
things. If you do this, you will gain everything,
including the wealth of this earth.” It is recorded in
the Bible that Abraham became a very wealthy man
in his old age. Abraham became such a rich man that
his great wealth could not even be compared to that

of his nephew Lot. Not only him but also his son
Isaac lived as a rich man. What do these words mean
to us? People who follow after God will certainly
receive many blessings.
Dear fellow believers are you not often faced with
this question, “Whereupon must I actually set my
heart?” Following the material wealth of this world
or setting my heart in the gospel and in Heaven ─
don’t these two things conflict with each one another
in our hearts? Many people end up leaving God’s
Church and their leaders because these two thoughts
are in conflict with one another. However, their end
is quite obvious. They will no doubt suffer the same
tragedy Lot had suffered.
But people who choose God like Abraham will be
able to live enjoying the riches along with God. Of
course, this blessing will be small in the beginning.
God said, “Though your beginning was small, yet
your latter end would increase abundantly” (Job 8:7).
It may seem as though it is very small in the
beginning and suffer much, but with the passage of
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time, when you look back, it will never be like this.
Abraham really chose well. Abraham saw that his
nephew’s choice was not upright. That is why he
chose the opposite to Lot’s. Obviously Lot chose all
the rich plains of the Jordan. Because of this
Abraham said, “Well then, I will choose the land of
Canaan.” As I’ve told you previously, Canaan was
not a good land, void of much pasture and lacking
water. This environment was too poor for Abraham
to breed and to feed his livestock.

We Must Choose the Good Side
Although I am a person who is lacking, I have
clearly taken the side of God. What do you think the
reason for this is? Because if I choose God’s side I
will be under His protection all the time, and will be
guaranteed to receive blessings at any time. Although
the land of Canaan seemed to have nothing in it, but
the truth is it was a land of tremendous blessings. It

was because God blessed that land even though it
was barren. Furthermore, God blessed not only this
land of Canaan but also all the places Abraham had
stayed in.
We the faithful must therefore make a good choice.
We must choose the best place where we can set our
hearts on permanently. Even if the desires of our
flesh would rise up from time to time, we must
nevertheless make a good choice. Dear fellow
believers, do you understand? One single choice can
affect the rest of our lives. A single choice taken in
faith can lead your whole life into eternal blessing or
into eternal cursing. Therefore this choice is
extremely important for you and me.
Chapter 12 of the Book of Genesis speaks about
the beginning of faith through Abraham who left his
country behind, the house of his forefathers and
kinsmen after having received the remission of his
sins. And in today’s reading, it speaks about
choosing the way of life by faith. God is telling us
right now that we must make a good choice. “Are we
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going to abide in God’s Church? Are we going to be
with its leaders? If not, are you instead going out into
the world?” This is truly the most important choice
we will ever make. Therefore, God is saying to us
that we must make a good decision regarding this
matter.
Dear fellow believers, choose God. Regardless of
your situation, take sides with God. If you do this
you will never regret it, and your future will be
secured. However, if you choose only good things
that lure your fleshly desires, you will soon come to
regret it. And not only you but your descendants will
also suffer destruction, generation after generation.
Please bare this in mind. People who seek after
fleshly wisdom after having received the remission of
their sins will become someone like Lot as depicted
here.
We find two types of people amongst those who
have received the remission of sins. While there are
people who choose heavenly things like Abraham,
there are also those who choose fleshly things that

glitter just like Lot. And as for the ignorant that
pursue only after worldly things, I really don’t want
to step into their perishing lives. But for those who
choose God and follow Him and having received His
guidance; I can clearly say to them that their future
will be guaranteed with God’s blessings, just like
Abraham.
As I labor and carry out this ministry I meet many
kinds of people. I have also preached the gospel of
the Lord on numerous occasions. Amongst these
people there are many who also share the same
purpose of this Church of God. But when we look at
them just as they are, they might seem like fools. If
people of this world were to look at those who are
with us in the Church, they might seem to be stupid
people. But with only a little passage of time, a gap
between those who follow after God and those who
do not will widen noticeably. People who are with
God will gradually start flourishing, but those who
are not with God will gradually start to wane and
suffer destruction. People who pursue after fleshly

◄

CONTENTS

►

91

Place Your Heart in the Land of Canaan

desires will surely suffer destruction. Not only them
but all their descendants will also suffer this same
fate.
Of course, not everyone will become penniless for
having left the Church. But you can be certain that
they will become completely spiritually deprived,
and later on they will lose what they own as well.
Could someone who has already received the
remission of sins suffer the same fate? Of course they
can. The remission of sins is guaranteed only to those
who take sides with God. Even if someone has
received the remission of sins, if they do not choose
God’s side, then God will never bestow upon them
any blessings.
I am aware that many people are speaking ill of
me. They have something against me and say, “What
is so great about you that you go on speaking so
boldly?” and, “The gospel is elsewhere too, but
Pastor Jong says he is the only one who is preaching
the genuine gospel. He is a strange man saying that
the gospel is only with him.” After making such like

statements, they leave the Church. They leave God’s
Church saying they are wiser than me. To these
people I say, “If you want to leave then leave!” After
they have left I would hear about how they are
getting along, and find out that they have become
really awful people not long after their departure.
They are those whose hearts have rotted away.
Their faith was perfectly preserved when they
continued to follow after God, but because they do
not continue to follow after God, even that little faith
that remains in them will also rot away. Once you rot
away in your spirit, not even your children will be
able to receive the remission of their sins. No matter
how many times they hear the gospel, they will not
be able to receive the remission of sins. They will
barely survive in this world and then die.
The children of Lot became the ancestors of the
Moabites and the Ammonites (Genesis 19:31-38).
They became God’s opponents. It was the end for
them. Only hell was waiting for all of them. Did Lot
receive the remission of his sins? Or did he not
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receive it? Lot was a righteous man who did received
the remission of sins. But all of his descendents went
to hell, not being able to receive the remission of sins.
It was 100% hell for all of them.

We Must Look towards the Land of
Canaan, and We Must Stay in the
Land of Canaan
Are you going to follow after God, or if not are
you going to chase after your own fleshly thoughts?
When we are faced with crises, we must chase after
God for certain. We must look towards the land of
Canaan, and we must dwell in that land.
Become wise. Have eyes that can see far ahead.
Just as our flesh has two types of eyes, our hearts
also has two types of eyes. Some people are
shortsighted while others are far-sighted. Also,
people who are old tend to see a thing that is far
away well, but struggle to see things that are close up.

The elderly wear glasses and they barely see through
them. It is usually like this. When they thread a
needle, what do they do? Even though they cannot
see very well, they hold it far away and try to put the
two together. We may think, “If it is hard for them to
see even when this thing is close, why then do they
struggle to thread a needle in this way?” But the truth
is that they can see things from far away much better.
When one gets old things that are further away are
easier to see.
This is the same spiritually. There are people who
chase after immediate benefits that they can see with
their naked eyes. And there are those who can see
blessings that are hidden behind visible things, rather
than the visible thing itself. People who know how to
see these blessings will boldly give up things that are
visible. Because better things lay behind these visible
things, therefore they give up these visible things
which are in front of them. It is because they know
that if they were to grab these carnal things that lay in
front them, they will not be able to grab much greater
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things. You and I must see things that are hidden
behind the visible world. If we know how to see
these hidden things, we will not get attached to things
that would be beneficial to us right now. It is because
we now have a greater hope for the things of the
eternal world.
People who do not know how to see far ahead will
fuss over current things and issues. That is why we
must be able to see far ahead. Whether you have just
received the remission of your sins or you have
received it a long time ago, you must be able to see
far ahead. Like this you must see far and wide and
make the right choice. If you make the wrong choice,
you will suffer an unexpected disaster and will be
destroyed.

You and I Have Often Made Such a
Choice
After receiving the remission of my sins, I had to

also make such choices very often. My mother was a
quite a large figure in a Presbyterian denomination.
So much so that many elder pastors would come to
my mother and bow down to her. Thus, if I had
stayed in that denomination and preached this true
gospel Word, I would have won respect from many
in that denomination. As it is said, “All the plain of
Jordan was well watered, and the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah seemed like a blessed garden, just like the
Garden of Eden,” I could have lived out my life
inside that denomination for about ten years, winning
respect. I am saying this that I could have become a
great man enjoying great wealth and reputation inside
that denomination. But what would have happened
after that? I could have lived as a wealthy man for
about ten years, but the remainder of my life would
be that of someone on a downward spiral, a life of
having lost even those that I had gained. I would
even have lost my faith that I had gained in the past.
At that time Satan made many propositions to me.
Satan continuously makes such propositions to
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people of faith: He tells people to think about only
what they can see with their naked eyes right now
and chase after it. He repeatedly says, “See it now
and take many fleshly things. If you do this, wouldn’t
that be good?” If I really had fallen for this
temptation, I would have gradually grown more and
more distant from the blessings of God. If you take
up something that is of the flesh and not follow after
that which is spiritual, everything will come to a dead
end.
Such a thing happened to me right after I was born
again when I started to believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit. People told me to carry out
pastoral duties at a church my mother was working in,
but I decided to think about it more deeply. If I had
carried out my pastoral duties there, my mother
would have been really happy. Looking on the
surface, it wasn’t all that bad for me. It was because I
would have been able to gain much fame since the
Word of God that I preached was new to them and
because I would have won much respect from many

Christians, due to my relationship to my mother.
Carrying out these filial duties all the while gaining
much fame and wealth—it would have been
something really great. If I had done this, I would
have been a director of the prayer house that my
mother was running.
That prayer house was a truly beautiful and really
stylish place. If one were to become a director of
such a great prayer house, that person wouldn’t even
be envious of being the head of any big denomination.
However, I did not choose to go that way and my
mother could not understand this choice I had made.
She said, “If you just choose this way, everything
will be guaranteed, but why do you not work in this
denomination? If you are a sane person, you will not
do this.”
But think of what would have happened if I had
stayed in that prayer house and worked for that
denomination. If I did this then I would not have met
you and have been working for the Lord with you so
far. I think that there are many more people I have to
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meet in the future. I believe that there are many
people who have received the remission of their sins
through me and that there are many people who will
enter the land of Canaan with me. There are many
people who will receive the heavenly blessings from
God just like me. Therefore I am not a poor person.
Like this and for the gospel and for the salvation of
souls, and for any future achievements, I have placed
my heart here in God’s Church, instead of choosing
that comfortable position of the director of that
prayer house.
Even after this offer, similar propositions were
brought to me on numerous occasions. There was a
certain man who came to our Church and said, “This
Church does not have a piano. I have a few hundred
thousand dollars, and I will buy a piano for this
Church. So please will you appoint me as an elder.”
Right then I said to this man, “Receive the remission
of your sins first. If you have sins then you are not
qualified to buy a piano for our Church. You are not
even qualified to make any monetary donations to

our Church.” Even now, that thought has not changed
in me. And even in the future, I will never trade my
choice with whatever profit that appears right before
my eyes.
Dear fellow believers, if you follow the Lord
everything will be guaranteed. What I am saying is
that your future as well as that of your descendants
will all be guaranteed and also the future of all those
who side with you will also be guaranteed, why
would you want to throw away the assured blessing
in order to obtain a little bit of those material things?
It might be good in the short term, but you cannot
live out your entire life on just material things. What
good is it to have material things without God? I
cannot live without God. No matter how much
material wealth I have, I cannot live without God. I
believe all of you who are here are also like this.
These material temptations apply not only to me
but to you as well. Satan will continue to tempt you
with material things. He says, “I will give you much
material things, so give up your life of faith. If you
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have these things, will you not be comfortable? Is
this not sufficient? Why don’t you make some more
effort on you own? If you do this then you can live
even more happily. As a human being, comfort is all
you need. Yet, why do you live like this as if you
were a special human being?
Dear fellow believers, you must place your heart
towards God in order to become a happy person. It is
natural for your body as well as everything else to
turn out well only when your soul is clean. The day
when the soul turns around, it will be the end of
everything. What satisfaction would there be after the
soul has turned filthy? What significance would there
be in your great wealth? Even if you have much
wealth, if a robber were to come along and take that
which you have away, you will have lost everything
in an instant.
Therefore, you and I must choose well. All of us
are facing this very problem. Chasing after the flesh
seems to a very wise way of living in this world
today, but it is a wicked temptation from Satan.

Instead of falling into this kind of temptation, we
must have eyes that can see far ahead. We must set
our hearts on the land of Canaan. We must dwell in
the land of Canaan and live there. We must set our
hearts on the Lord’s gospel and serve this gospel. We
must walk towards the gospel and offer ourselves to
that very mission where souls receive the remission
of all their sins. Dear fellow believers, bear this in
mind. You must live out the rest of our lives for this.
To live for the gospel before God is the right and
correct choice and the thing to do. If you set your
heart on material wealth that you can see with your
naked eyes, then one day when these material wealth
burns up in fire, you and all your descendants will
likewise also burn. If you follow after God, material
wealth will come along to you naturally; but if you
chase after only material wealth, you will lose God,
lose material wealth gained, and lose even yourself.
Therefore you and I must decide carefully. In order
to maintain your life of faith perfectly, you must be
very discreet in making this choice. The day you
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make the wrong choice will be the day when
everything will come to a dead end.

Eliminate Dregs in Your Heart and
Choose the Land of Canaan with
your Far-sighted Eyes
About 15 years ago there was a certain sister who
was attending our Church accompanied with her
husband. Some of you may know of them, but you
just cannot imagine just how much I had waited for
them, teaching them so much in order to make them
stand firmly on the gospel of the water and the Spirit
by faith. Despite all my efforts, I later found out that
this couple had lots of doubts about me and that they
went so far as to check my background. In the end
they took only that which was good from me and
refused to believe me any further. And so, before
they decided to discard me, I discarded them first.
Soon after that episode they built a church on their

own. I then paid them a visit and told them that I
would support them if they had indeed built the true
Church of God after having genuinely received the
remission of all their sins. I told them that even
though I do not have material wealth, I can support
them with other things. I told them that I could
provide much support to them in the name of Jesus
Christ.
But they refused my proposal and pursued their
own way. This choice is precisely like that of Lot
who chose the plains of Jordan. Instead of placing
their hearts in the gospel in Heaven and in the
Church by uniting their hearts with God, they had set
their hearts on their own greed. Their faith ended like
that. How grievous is this? Dear fellow believers, this
situation is truly lamentable? The truth is they did not
just hear this gospel just once, but I preached and
explained to them this gospel many times, as if I
were living with them. One can say I was as it were
eating and living in their home; I preached and
explained to them this gospel. Like this, I was very
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close to the children of that household. Those
children were following me around. But sadly
because those parents chose the wrong way, their
children also could not but end up perishing. Despite
hearing the Word of God, if one were to drink the
poison of this world, then that person’s faith will
come to an end.
I don’t blame you just because you are lacking. I
am saying you must eliminate the dregs and the
desires of your flesh that reside in your hearts. You
must eliminate those dregs and then choose the land
of Canaan without fail. If you discard the seemingly
rich Jordan plains and choose the land of Canaan,
God will lead you and me in every step we make. He
will take responsibility for us. Jehovah God clearly
said to Abraham, “Lift your eyes now and look from
the place where you are - northward, southward,
eastward, and westward; for all the land which you
see I give to you and your descendants forever”
(Genesis 13:14-15). Because God blesses us like this,
there is no reason why we should live poorly. The

truth is I am much better off than those pastors who
are working in average churches. I am a richer man
because I have been preaching the gospel of the Lord
to this entire world and because I live with a
comforted heart. On top of that I don’t know just how
many spiritual children I have. Take a look. Is this
not true that I have many of God’s workers and
soldiers near me?
Dear fellow believers, the born-again are the truly
blessed. People who choose God will become
wealthy. Of course, when people first choose God,
they will lose much in the beginning. Firstly, their
relationship with their close family members could
turn out for the worse. But wait and look what
happens later on. They get to gain many more
brothers and sister in the Lord. Jesus Christ said,
“Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
wife or children or lands, for My sake and the
gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in
this time—houses and brothers and sisters and
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mothers
and
children
and
lands,
with
persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life”
(Mark 10:29-30). Parents who obey the will of the
Lord are my parents; but parents who do not obey
God and do not listen to His Word are not real
parents. We call them parents simply because they
are our physical parents.
Truly, you must choose well. You have a divided
heart, am I right? Between these two you and I must
choose one. With short-sightedness, will we chase
after profits shown right in front of our naked eyes?
But with far-sighted eyes, will we decide to live out
our lives by setting our hearts on the gospel and on
God? If we do this, we will live in abundance and
receive all the blessings that God gives us? Where
will you set your heart?
The correct answer is setting our hearts on God.
Yet Satan who tries to deceive us tells us to set our
hearts on all the plains of Jordan. Swayed by these
deceptive words, some people do place their hearts
on this side, but once they make that choice, they will

surely lose the other side. If we choose God, we can
receive wealth, glory and all the blessings that are in
God. But if we chase after the wealth of this world,
we will lose God and His blessings and protection as
well. As we lead a life of faith, we must always
choose God even if the desires of the flesh rise up
inside our hearts. Once you choose God, you won’t
have to worry about the rest. And you won’t have to
worry about being separated from God. If we choose
God, He will keep us safe and protect us in any
problems and situations we would face. He will most
certainly lead us in any kind of circumstances we
might face.
But if we do not choose God, such protection and
blessings will cease. It is the same logic that we
cannot receive the remission of sins due to us not
believing in our Lord even though He has blotted out
all our sins. Whether or not we receive these
blessings depends on our free will. Likewise, after
we have been saved, choosing God or material
wealth of this world also depends on our free will.
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Depending on which side we choose, God will ether
grant us blessings or allow destruction to fall upon us.
I am saying that even though we are surely the
children of God, He will send us to hell should we
choose wrongly.
There are many people who have received the
remission of sins, but the number of people who
actually unite with His Church is small in number.
People who have not united with the Church are
prone to choose fleshly things. They think with their
futile minds, “Since I have already received the
remission of my sins; then what need is there for me
to attend every single worship or meeting in the
Church? Because I now have received the remission
of all my sins through the Church, it is wiser for me
to not go there anymore.” But if they indeed choose
this way they will lose many things? They will lose
Heaven and God’s protection and His blessings in the
end.
Dear fellow believers, as we follow God, we will
suffer much disregard. If we genuinely follow the

Lord, we will suffer much disregard and much
persecution from worldly people. But bearing all this
in mind: With this suffering of disregard and
persecution, the Lord will bestow upon us many
blessings without fail.
I think like this whenever people persecute me.
Indeed, I receive much persecution. Before I met you,
I suffered harsh persecution that it was difficult to
overcome and hard to describe. But after these
persecutions, God granted me many blessings. In
other words, I suffered these harsh persecutions
because God had intended to bestow upon me
genuine blessings. I believe God had held me tight all
the time and blessed me because rather than
succumbing to these persecutions, I stood firmly on
the side of God.
Dear fellow believers, we must choose God and
we must choose the gospel. Even if Satan would
show us something worldly and seduces us with it,
we must not at all costs choose that. If we choose
something that is worldly, everything will end. The
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glorious blessings of God will come to an end. If we
relinquish what we see right in front of us, that is,
this very blessing of God, though we cannot see it
with our eyes, it will become yours as well as mine.
Please bear this fact in mind. This is the shortest way
to possess the genuine life of faith.
I hope that you will lead a genuine life of faith.
Your life of faith cannot be finished and completed
just by receiving the remission of sins. We must live
out our faith in this world. By us choosing God, let us
now receive this glory together with God even
though we will suffer persecution on this earth. Let
us receive and enjoy it all. If we choose God above
everything else, we can receive all the blessings from
God and enjoy them all. Also we can be used as His
precious instruments. We can become precious
workers of God. We can become tools for the
righteous work of God. This is the greatest blessing.

The Righteous Can Taste the Blessing
of God, the Invisible King
Whenever I hold a revival meeting, I see souls
receiving the remission of sins. This is not something
I have done. This is a work carried out by none other
than this omnipotent God. God and only Him leads
these souls and changes their hearts. And He is the
One who removes the dregs inside their hearts and
turns them into righteous workers of God. When one
experiences this work of the Lord, one’s heart
becomes all so indescribably happy. Truly, what can
we compare this feeling to? Do you think a person
can obtain this feeling by gaining worldly things?
Even if someone were to give me a huge uncut
diamond, would I be able to get that feeling? This
would make me feel bad, and so, I would throw it
away in a garbage can. I will throw it away deep into
the ocean so that I would never be able to retrieve it.
I am saying this because I have received something
that is visible with my naked eye, would this be able
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to fill me up with genuine joy that is invisible?
Dear fellow believers, things that cannot be seen
by our naked eyes is the true blessings, and they are
much more precious. The invisible God is the true
God, and it is that invisible God who blesses us,
guides us and gives us Heaven. Although invisible,
this very God is the true God who grants us peace
and blessings inside our hearts. He gives us
everything necessary for us to save souls, and He
gives us everything in order for us to live well on this
earth. Therefore, to follow after this God is what true
blessing is all about. Dear fellow believers, do you
believe?
People who chase after only visible things are
stupid like a potbellied pig. If a born-again person
were to chase after worldly wealth, then that person
can be considered a pig. Lot in today’s Scripture
passage was a pig. But there is an ample amount of
potential for us to become like him as well.
Follow after God. This is wise and the absolute
correct choice. If you and I choose God, God will

become everything for us and He will surely grant us
all the invisible blessings along with visible wealth as
a free addition. And in the end He will grant to us the
Kingdom of Heaven that He possesses by giving us
eternal life.
I give praise to this God. Let us follow after our
Lord. If we follow after the Lord, we will gain the
riches of the earth as well. Of course this blessing
comes with persecution, but our Lord will surely
guide us and take care of us. Truly, I hope each and
every one of our brothers and sisters would receive
these abundant blessings that Abraham had received
by becoming a wise spiritual person just like him and
not like Lot.
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The Lord Is with
Those Who Have
Set Their Hearts
< Genesis 13:1-18 >
“Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his
wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the
South. Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver,
and in gold. And he went on his journey from the
South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
to the place of the altar which he had made there
at first. And there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. Lot also, who went with Abram, had
flocks and herds and tents. Now the land was not
able to support them, that they might dwell
together, for their possessions were so great that
they could not dwell together. And there was strife
between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and

the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites
and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. So
Abram said to Lot, ‘Please let there be no strife
between you and me, and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not
the whole land before you? Please separate from
me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right;
or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.’
And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere
(before the LORD destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the
land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. Then Lot
chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from each
other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and
Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his
tent even as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom
were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the
LORD. And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot
had separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and
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look from the place where you are—northward,
southward, eastward, and westward; for all the
land which you see I give to you and your
descendants forever. And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a
man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered. Arise,
walk in the land through its length and its width,
for I give it to you.’ Then Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar
there to the LORD.”

I know that all the Words written in the Bible is
what God speaks to you and me today, and I believe
it as such.
In today’s Scripture reading we read, “Then
Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all
that he had, and Lot with him, to the South. Abram
was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold”

(Genesis 13:1-2). After Abraham had left his
homeland with his nephew Lot, he gained much
wealth thanks to his wife Sarah. But because of this
great wealth, a problem arose between him and his
nephew. At this time these two men were stock
breeders, and with the growth of the herd, the land on
which to feed and breed cattle became scarce. Lot
thinking that Abraham his uncle was taking up too
much land said he will leave him. Then what did
Abraham our father of faith say to Lot? He said,
“Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I
will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I
will go to the left” (Genesis 13:9). Looking at what is
written here, we can easily see what Abraham’s faith
was like and what Lot’s faith was like. These two
men’s faith differed from one another and as a result
they could not dwell on the same land together. Their
fate was such that they had no other choice but to go
there separate ways.
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The People of Faith Want to Dwell
Together
We who have received the remission of sins in our
hearts by believing in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit can also be placed in a similar situation as that
of Abraham. Although we live together on this earth
with people who have as yet not received the
remission of their sins and also continue to spread
this gospel to them, it is very possible to be under
this same conflicting relationship, and so we cannot
live together with them, just as Abraham and Lot had
fought with each other because of their livestock.
Truly there is a great difference between those whose
main purpose is the work of spreading this gospel of
God, that is, people like Abraham, and those who just
pursue material things like Lot. In the beginning, the
start may be the same or similar. But later on their
hearts will differ greatly, and they won’t be able to
dwell together any longer.
It is the same with people abiding together inside

the Church of God. On the one hand we find people
perfectly pursuing the Spirit by spreading the gospel
of the Lord, but there are others, regardless of what
they do, ultimately pursue money and seek only their
own fleshly desires. These people who have received
the remission of their sins can live together but it all
depends on whether they are able to unite their wills,
and it solely depends on the state of their faith. It is
just like Abraham and his nephew Lot having had to
separate from each other due to the difference in their
faiths. In the beginning Lot stayed with his uncle
because he was good for him. And Lot followed
Abraham even more so because he was able to find
out about God and believe in Him because of his
uncle. Abraham wasn’t the one who had guided him
at first. I think Lot had lived relying on his uncle, but
when Abraham was leaving his homeland, Lot
decided to leave with his uncle. They amassed many
material things after leaving their homeland. In other
words, they became rich. It was as if Lot had realized
all his dreams. In this state of fulfillment of all his
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dreams, Lot no longer needed to follow his uncle
anymore. His uncle had started to become the most
cumbersome thing, according to his objective.
Under this unbearable situation Abraham said to
Lot,” Please separate from me. If you take the left,
then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right,
then I will go to the left” (Genesis 13:9). When we
read these words, I think Abraham’s heart was
already assuredly set, a heart of knowing that he
could no long be together with Lot anymore. And so,
just like that Lot left Abraham and set off to the land
of Zoar. And so God said, “At the time, in the land of
Zoar, people were exceedingly wicked,” and “They
were terrible sinners before God.” Like these Words
of God, Lot became the forerunner of people chasing
after worldly materials.
Because of this God said that He would pass
judgment on the land of Zoar, but Lot nevertheless
went there and lived amongst the indigenous people
of Zoar. When the time had passed and God was
about to destroy the land of Zoar, that is, the land of

Sodom and Gomorrah according to His Word of
promise, He delivered Lot as well as his wife and his
daughters. But Lot’s wife, who did not believe in
God’s Word, looked back and because of this she
turned into a pillar of salt. What happened later on to
the daughters who were left? They had sexual
relationship with their own father, thus ensuring his
descendants. And their descendants became the
Moabites and the Ammonites that stood against Israel
for a long time. Amongst the nations that opposed
Israelites, there greatest enemies were none other
than these Moabites and Ammonites. Through the
origins of these two Gentile tribes, God is telling us
what the result would be like for those who just chase
after material things.

Where Do You Place Your Life’s
Purpose?
You and I started out our life of faith by serving
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this Lord-given gospel. Even as we started out on this
right path we must constantly think about “Where do
I place my life’s purpose?” If someone’s purpose lies
in just material things, then that person would solely
be looking for opportunities to gain much material
things. Once he gains sufficient wealth he will no
doubt start to throw out his faith and belief regardless
of how precious it is. If this is the case for us, whose
purpose lies only in the service of the gospel and
following the Lord, then what kind of action must we
choose? We should depart from them resolutely.
Abraham said to Lot, “If you take the left, then I will
go to the right; or if you go to the right, then I will go
to the left.” This kind of attitude is the genuine faith.
At the time when Abraham perceived his nephew
Lot’s heart, he concluded that everything regarding
Lot’s faith was already finished. Lot, who was in
conflict with Abraham by just pursuing material
things, had probably displayed his wishes to depart.
Even though he might not have said so directly, he
probably was looking for an opportunity having

previously expressed his wishes to depart from his
uncle. After seeing and experiencing such behavior,
what did Abraham our father of faith say to him? He
said, “Please separate from me. He did not hesitate,
but told him clearly, please separate from me. You
can make the choice. Looking at this whole land Lot,
if you take the left, then I will go to the right. If you
choose the higher place, then I will go to the lower
place; or if you go to the plains below, then I will go
to the mountainous area.” Then hearing those words
from Abraham and seizing the opportunity said he
will choose the land of Zoar.
Back then the land of Zoar was highly fertile. In
today’s Scripture reading it is described as a place
that was well watered just like the land of Egypt. It
means that this land was remarkably fertile. Because
Lot took that fertile land, Abraham now had to leave
him there and go up into the mountainous areas. In
other words, Lot told him that he would take that
land with these calculations in mind. Although
Abraham and Lot had been together, they were
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separated in the end because of Lot’s calculating
motives.
After the departure of his nephew, God appeared
before Abraham and granted him blessings and grace
by saying, “Lift your eyes now and look from the
place where you are—northward, southward,
eastward, and westward; for all the land which you
see I give to you and your descendants forever”
(Genesis 13:14-15). God is faithful to those who are
faithful to Him.
I must tell you that I have experienced many
difficulties whilst served the gospel. The truth is that
at times I became vexed and thought, “Can’t I just
live for my flesh in comfort?” But if the born-again
do not possess the purpose of trying to spread the
gospel, then what fun would there be in their lives? If
one were to try to eat and live well only for oneself,
then really what reason would there be for living? All
one has to do is to conquer a certain field, once done
you live off of that. And then after gathered a certain
amount of wealth, is to ride around in a luxurious car

and travel around the world playing golf with a
couple of secretaries. Of course, it is possible only
when God gives permission for this. It isn’t
something that can just simply be done. If God does
not grant us material abundance, what then would
happen? With a liquor bottle in one pocket, we will
roam about this alley today and that alley tomorrow,
making loud noises at the top of our voices, and then
in the end having been exposed to cold weather, we
will die of hypothermia and leaving one line in the
newspapers of this meaningless death. That person
will become a source of trivial news that reads,
“Some man froze to death while sleeping in an
alley.” If the born-again do not set their lives’
purpose properly, then in the end they will end up
dying like this.

We Must Set Our Objective Well
Regardless of who they are, Human beings are all
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insufficient and have weak flesh. This is an accurate
existence of us. However, depending on where we
place our life’s purpose, our lives can become strong.
We can make our way through difficulties as we
pursue that purpose. Everyone has critical moments
and times of hardship. And those critical moments
can multiply even in a day. But if a person clearly
has this objective of living for the gospel of God in
his or her heart, then God will give that person the
strength to go through these critical moments, and He
will give them power along with blessings. He will
allow these people of faith to overcome their most
critical moments. Only God can do this; is there
anyone who has the power to overcome all his
problems on his own with his human effort? There is
none. Human beings are actually nothing before God.
I ask our ministers, male and female workers, as
well as our brothers and sisters, “Have you set your
objective? Have you decided to live for the gospel of
the Lord?” It is the same with our lay believers. If
one does not decide on this, then that person will

become someone like Lot, as shown here in today’s
Scripture passage.
What happens to those who have only their own
fleshly objective and try to realize this? They could
become someone like Judas Iscariot who sold out
Jesus. The end of a person like this is only
destruction. Dear fellow believers, this is the truth. I
will not tell you this in a coercively way, “Become a
spiritually perfect person.” All I’m asking you to do
is to set upon a clear objective for your life, just as
Abraham who thoroughly believed in and followed
the Word of God. I ask you to have this same faith,
just as Abraham believed that God had prepared a
blessed place for him to live, and would guide him to
that place.
In the Book of Hebrews we read, “By faith
Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would receive as an inheritance. And
he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the
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heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for
the city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:8-10). Abraham had set
his heart from the beginning, but his nephew Lot did
not, even though he followed Abraham. In the
beginning he followed God according to the situation
he found himself in, but when things got a little better
he left Abraham. He could have left because of little
disappointments, or because of boredom or
tediousness. But the truth is Lot left Abraham, his
spiritual leader.
There is a brother in our Church who conducts
choir worship. During these past festive days, I saw
him going home by himself, leaving his wife behind.
He decided to quit this Church and to go his own way.
So seeing this I spoke to his wife to pack up her bags
and go home together with her husband. She then
told me that there is nothing wrong in their
relationship. I then asked her why then were they
staying apart, and she said she wanted to serve the
gospel here. With this I concluded and told her. “You

don’t need to be here. Go after your husband quickly.
Even though you say things are fine now, but later on
there will be a severe discord, so go after your
husband right now. It is fitting that a woman follows
her husband after marriage.” After this episode there
were various incidents. But in the end the wife
followed her husband, and everything turned out well.
Those two are now apparently living happily together
in the same house and have a happy life.
Just like this couple, there are people leaving this
Church. So the question, why do people depart from
the work of spreading this gospel of the Lord? It is
because, like Lot, they have not set their purpose on
God’s work but on material things. They think they
should leave the Church and make some start-up
money because they have plans to live well in this
world. Of course, such a purpose can turn out well,
but the chances of it falling through are even greater.
If people were to place their sole purpose in the
well-being of their flesh, then the results will become
quite obvious.
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Some saints say that it is tiresome to stay inside
the Church, but the truth is, what life in this world
isn’t difficult? Every way of life is hard. If you go
out into the world, do you think life will become
easier? That is not so. Of course, I know very well
that you are working hard here inside this Church.
But I can boldly tell you this: “Any kind of work that
you do out in the society will be more painful and
agonizing than the work here in this Church.” Those
who had jobs in the world should know this very well.
Regardless of what you do, whether you are
delivering gas tanks, working in an office as a
salaried man, or running a small business, it is all
very difficult. You might be abused by some people,
get hit by notepads or books and suffer all kinds of
scorn. Of course for some people, things always go
well, but one thing is certain and that is, there isn’t a
single person who does not have critical moments
and hard times in their life.

Have You Now Set Your Heart by
Faith?
Just because some people have left the Church of
the Lord, I will not speak ill of them. But I want to
tell you this clearly today: As for you and me who
are gathered here, have we all clearly set our hearts?
Have you set your hearts to live for the Lord-given
gospel until the day of the Lord’s return? If not you
will still find yourselves in a precarious situation,
thinking, “Right now my situation is like this, so I
have no other choice but to stay in this Church, but as
soon as I gather up some money, I will quit this
Church at once”?
Dear fellow believers, if you are going to leave
this Church then please leave quickly. Do you think
the Lord’s work will not go well just because you are
leaving? No, that is not the case. And as for the
departed, they can lead their lives on their own.
There is nothing to say to them anymore. In any case,
God will judge these people on His own accord, and
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He will reward the faithful on His own accord. That
is the work God will be doing. But as for those of
you who are here, all you have to do is to serve the
gospel even more faithfully, but as for the departed,
all they have to do is to live according to their own
purposes like perishing beasts.
Then why do you think I speak to you like this,
popping my veins? It is because if people had calmly
thought about their life’s purpose during ordinary
times, they would have never left the Church so
easily. They readily depart from the Lord because
they have always been calculating their gains and
losses from church life, without ever having clearly
set their hearts during ordinary times. It is because
regardless of what the Lord’s servants say, they do
not take these words into their hearts and have as yet
not set their hearts on a clear cut purpose. Although
they have the desire to follow and serve the gospel,
but on the other hand they also have a heart which
says, “If some breakthrough opportunity comes my
way, I will be on my way at once, looking for a way

to live well.” And so when they face a difficult
moment in their lives, they daringly leave the Lord,
not being able to deny their fleshly thoughts rising up
within them. Only later do they come to their senses
and show regret and confess that they did not know
why they had done so. Therefore, I am saying that we
must think about this now, whilst we are still staying
in the Church in peace. I am saying that you must
think about it when your hearts are still feeling
comfortable, for the hardships have as yet not
approached you.

Whether the Path of Abraham or the
Path of Lot, Have You Decided Your
Way in Your Heart?
Right at this moment, when you and I still haven’t
faced any severe hardships, we must think about this
right now while we are following the Lord: “Must I
truly live out this life wholly for this gospel of the
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Lord? If not, after having served the Lord like this,
must I lead a life on my own when things start to go
well?” We must weigh this up, and honestly reflect
back on our hearts once again. I am saying that we
must calculate which path is right and what it is that I
must do. And then, we must lean our hearts towards
either one of these two paths. There are only two
paths; the path that Abraham took and the path that
Lot took. However, bearing in mind that once you set
your heart in earnest by saying, “I will go where the
Word of God leads me, just like Abraham,” God who
is omnipotent will lead you and bestow blessings
upon you.
But if you do not assuredly set your heart, what
then will happen? Satan will rattle your faith and
your belief that is in your heart as he wishes. In the
beginning, this man named Lot also had the same
objectives as that of Abraham. But once he started to
amass much material wealth, he left Abraham. Did
he leave because he regarded Abraham his enemy?
No, he did not. He left Abraham, thinking, “I want to

be with my uncle, but the land here is too cramped
for all of us to pasture and breed all our livestock. So,
I will leave for a-while. We are not enemies with
each other.” It was like this in the beginning, but
what happened afterwards? He became more and
more distant, and later on he fathered the Moabites
and the Ammonites that stood against Abraham’s
descendants to the end.
I am sure there are some amongst you who are
attending this Church against your wills, having no
other choice. I also know that there are some of you
who just sit here because you have other no choice
due to your circumstances. But despite this even to
these people, I want to ask you to think deeply about
your hearts and to lead a life of faith unwaveringly.
Dear fellow believers, what have you decided in
your hearts? “This gospel is correct and it is right to
serve this gospel with all our hearts and strength.
Also, it is right to live for this gospel. It is only right
that I should be living inside this Church, receiving
its blessings as well as suffering its hardships. I will
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lead such a life. From now on I will live in Christ and
die in Christ. Now my life is the life for Christ.”
Have you decided that your heart must be like this by
faith? If not, are you thus thinking, “I am living like
this because I have no other choice? If circumstances
should change, I can leave this place”? Dear fellow
believers, we must look into our hearts and seriously
examine it. But the truth is that there are many people
who have as yet not set their hearts, even if ten years
have passed since they received the remission of their
sins. There are many people like this, even after ten,
fifteen, twenty or even thirty years. So we must
assuredly decide right now what kind of purpose we
will live for.

Lean Your Heart towards God
Truly, you and I must assuredly decide on which
of these two hearts we will possess: You could
decide like Abraham, saying, “I must set my heart

before God and then live out my life,” or like Lot,
saying, “I live like this because of the precarious
circumstance I find myself in right now, but I will
leave at once whenever my circumstances becomes
better.” But we need to know this that once our hearts
leave God, it becomes difficult to revert back. It is
the same for all our ministry workers, including
pastors and mission workers. In the beginning they
might think, “I have never been in enmity with you,
Pastor Jong. We haven’t really become enemies. I’m
leaving simply because I am lacking,” but with the
passing of time, that heart gradually turns wicked.
The devil captures that heart which has departed
from God, and later on, these very people become
God’s opponents and His enemies who will forever
turn away from Him.
Dear fellow believers, think about this one more
time. Because you are a human being, you are all
physically weak and lacking, but you think that you
are the only one not like this. You may be prone to
consider yourself as an example of a decent Christian.
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But when our environments and circumstances
change and we experience difficulties, what will our
true reaction be over these hardships? We can never
be honorable or dignified. Hence, we must admit that
we are feeble beings having a heart that can easily
change at any time. Thus, please set your heart firmly.
If you are someone who has already received the
remission of your sins, then you have been brought
back to life in Christ, and have died in Christ, and
been resurrected in Christ. If this be so then why do
you make excuses saying something like your
situation isn’t good and try to chase after carnal
objectives of earning money? If you dwell with the
born-again people inside the Church, your basic
necessities, such as eating and drinking, have been all
taken care of. Actually the truth is that those of you
who are abiding inside the Church are leading a
comfortable life. I am saying that all you have to do
is to lead a righteous life, without having anything to
worry about anymore.
Your predecessors of faith have laid down the

foundation so that we can go on living without
having any problem so long as we set our hearts to
live for the gospel. This is why we can live out our
lives of faith in this Church with much comfort so
long as we are willing to lead this proper life of faith.
Imagine a situation where you have to make those
grounds all by yourselves to lead a proper life of faith.
“This is the genuine gospel, but that is the false one.”
Imagine that you had to lead a life of faith by laying
down each and every foundation like this. You will
not be able to continue your life of faith whilst
waging these fights. As someone who leads you, I am
honestly telling you that if I were in your place, I will
diligently be leading a life of faith whilst thanking
those predecessors who laid out the foundation of the
Church.
The foundation of the Church has already been
laid down. You don’t have to battle with these false
teachers anymore. Just as long as you have set your
heart assuredly, you can live for the Lord to your
heart’s content for these foundations have already
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been laid down. How then can we lead a life of faith
upon that foundation? We must not leave the Church.
If you leave the Church, you will not be able to lead a
proper life of faith. Imagine what will happen when
you stop attending the Church, thinking, “Although I
don’t go to the Church, my heart is always in the
Church.” A person like this can never lead a proper
life of faith.
If someone is separated from God’s Church, he
will become filthier than ever and more deceitful
than ever, and will become aggressive towards God
and will grow even higher than ever. How can
someone like this lead a life of faith? That is why
God has bestowed the Church and its predecessors of
faith on you. And through these servants of God, He
is telling us, “Set your heart unwaveringly.” Because
of this we must give thanks for the blessings of God
through which He wants to benefit us. I am saying
this, and at the same time I admonish you to not think,
“That pastor is always trying to make a cat’s paw out
of me.” But if you do so, you are wrong in your

judgment. For you are already an adult who would
come to the Church just because someone has lured
you somehow? So, please do not even try to have
such a childish thought. You follow your leaders
simply because the Lord is right and this Lord-given
gospel is correct.
Of course, there are difficulties in following the
Lord and His gospel. One of these difficulties stems
from your own weaknesses, and the other one stems
from those who are looking out for an opportunity to
leave the Lord at any time. Even at this hour, there
must be some who are watching out for an
opportunity without having set their hearts assuredly.
To these believers I want to deliver this Word of God
to you: “Set your heart assuredly. If you do not set
your heart like this, you will be destroyed.” I can say
this to you because I go on living having set my heart,
but if I did not set my heart assuredly, I could never
speak such words to you.
What do you think the true motives of those who
come to this Church without having set their hearts
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assuredly like this, be like? Coming to this Church
just once in a while, having good meals and going to
the bathroom and so on, they do not care whether or
not God’s work goes well. As long as they do not
receive any physical loss they will be satisfied. You
and I should not be like this. The Lord said, “Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake” (Matthew 5:10). Try to think about this once
more: “Am I having difficulties and much anguish
because of righteousness? Or am I having troubles
and much agony because of my own fleshly desires?”
When you do this, you will be able to quickly discern
whether or not you are a spiritual person or a fleshly
one.
Right now, are you in agony because the work of
God isn’t going well? If not, are you in agony
because your fleshly affairs aren’t going well? I am
asking you, which side are you on right now? Like
this it becomes crystal clear whether you are
someone like Abraham or someone like Lot.
Abraham said, “If you take the left, then I will go

to the right” (Genesis 13:9). Abraham thought to
himself that he could never dwell with someone like
Lot for he had already assuredly set his heart to
follow after God. It didn’t matter even if he was his
nephew. What do you think the reason for that was?
It was because Abraham knew very well that Lot’s
heart was completely different from his. He knew
that Lot was someone who could get happy with the
increase in the number of sheep and goats and that
Lot was someone who would even stand against God
if he should suffer any loss, even just a little. I am
saying here that Abraham’s heart and Lot’s heart
were completely different from each other.

Abraham-like People and Lot-like
People
It is the same inside God’s Church. People may all
be similar from a fleshly perspective, but the center
of their hearts differ greatly. If someone is like Lot
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whose heart is placed out into the world, then that
person isn’t actually a worker or even a faithful saint.
He is nobody. However, if someone who at least has
a heart that believes in the gospel of God and
dedicates himself to the spreading of that gospel, he
is very different, even though he may be an awful
person and be prone to be seized by fleshly thoughts
at times. “Because I have died in Christ and been
brought back to life in Christ, I can never leave
Christ. I have difficulties at times because of fleshly
thoughts rising up within my heart, but even if I have
these difficulties, I cannot give up the Lord’s work.
Christ has made me His own and His worker, and so
has allowed me to live for the righteousness of God.
No matter what happens, I can never give up this
work.” Anyone who has set their hearts like this is
someone of genuine faith, that is, an Abraham-like
person.
There may be some believers even in God’s
Church who think, “I am here in this Church because
my circumstances are like this, but if I am given a

better chance, I will be able to quit attending this
Church at any time.” But what will happen to these
wavering and unsteady believers? Like Lot in the
Scriptures, they would suffer destruction in the end.
Dear fellow believers, because of this you and I must
set our heats firmly. God is a God who looks into the
center of our hearts, and not our outward appearances.
God knows everything about us. We must become a
spiritual person because even now God is always
looking into our hearts. We must be feeling joy and
sadness all because of the work of spreading the
gospel of God. I am saying that we must feel joy and
sadness because of spiritual works, such as doing the
work of delivering other souls, not because of things
of this world.
But what is a fleshly person like? He feels joy and
sadness not because of God’s work but because of
himself. As for people who have as yet not set their
hearts assuredly before God, their joys and sorrows
of life are determined because of themselves. They
become happy because of the achievements of their
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own desires, and they become depressed because of
their failure in achieving their lusts.
Of course, even those who have set their hearts
before God cannot completely drive away such
desires coming out from themselves because they are
also human beings. But still our main purpose is
always placed on the work of delivering other souls,
which is the greatest purpose in your life as well as
mine. I am asking you to become someone who feels
the joy and the sorrows of life because of the work of
God, that is, someone who feels joy at times, feels
sadness at times, feels tired at times, feels delight at
times, and dislikes something at times all because of
the work of spreading this gospel. Although we will
not be able to do so thoroughly, we should at least
become someone who feels joy and sadness because
of the work of God at least by two-thirds of our
hearts.
“Am I living like this because I am following
God? Will I become a penniless person if I keep on
serving the Lord like this?” Are you thinking like

this? Then if so try living out in the world sweating
blood. Even if you do this, you will only be able to
barely feed your family. You must not think that you
are living like this because you are living only for the
gospel, even though you can live well out in the
world for you are versatile. Think about your abilities
for a second. We human beings do not have much to
brag about. So I say the following to our ministry
workers: “You are blessed. Of course not everyone is
the same, but some people roam the back allies
having become a drunkard. Also some other lazy
people are now homeless, unable to feed themselves.
Is it true or not? If you were to go out into this world,
you might become someone who will have no other
choice but to live like this. You might become
someone sleeping under newspapers in doorways and
subway stations. But you are living blessedly like this
because you have at least met the Lord.” Although
there are some people who disagree with my words,
there also are many ministry workers who agree with
them. Of course, I know not all of them are awful and
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lacking in competency, but I say so because I am also
an awful person.
Dear fellow believers, if we who follow the Lord
do not work for God’s righteousness, what joy would
there be in us? What worth would there be in our
lives? We would only be drinking a bowl of hard
liquor and find pleasure in showing off our blind
courage. We would do so because there is no real joy
in our lives. People in this world who have as yet not
received the remission of their sins mostly live like
this. All the people in this world do not have much to
brag about.
Of course, there are some who are not like this.
They would say to me, “Do you know just how many
people in the world are not like this?” But one thing
is clear many people living in this world have to be
crazy about something, seeking after the joys of life.
Whether it is helping others, alcohol, cigarettes,
drugs, dancing, gambling, fishing, various sports, or
the opposite sex, people have to be crazy about
something because if they did not, they won’t be able

to go on living. It is because the world is
fundamentally a place like this. But what will happen
if someone becomes crazy about a work that is not
righteous? That soul will in the end die in misery. Is
this true or not?
What do our students think about this? You say
you don’t know because you haven’t thought about
it? For a moment I would like to speak to our young
students. At your age, you have think about the
universe and think about the history of the entire
world. You also have reached an age when you can
all sufficiently think about these issues and make
logical judgments. Because you are at an age when
your senses are acute, you can judge more accurately
when a certain pastor talks to you. But when you get
older, the world will not leave you alone, and it
won’t even give you the opportunity to think deeply
about serious matters. Actually middle school and
high school students have better and more accurate
judgment than college students or even adults. I am
saying that young students can find out what is
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wrong or right more accurately. When a person
reaches at least the level of a college student, that
person would think about everything selfishly and
partially, for that person’s thoughts have already
hardened and fallen into the flesh. Thus, I want our
young students to also quickly decide now how you
will set your heart for righteousness.
You say, “It is hard, so very hard. Following the
Lord is so difficult. The work of spreading this
gospel is too difficult.” You are right. Everyone is
weary and exhausted. Yes, there are many workers
staying up all night for the Lord’s work. Also for me,
I once had my spine swell up trying to do this
document work. I was told that it was because I had
strained my nerves while modifying the draft copies.
There was a time when I was on the verge of death
with my back swelling up like a hunchbacked person.
Long ago I worked all through the night on many
occasions, but now, even if I want to, I am unable to
do so. When I was young, I had worked having no
regard for my health, but now, because I have

received good treatments, I am able to the work of
the Lord. Because I am living for the Lord’s gospel,
that is, being used in a very meaningful work, I am
thankful to the Lord. I am thankful that He has
allowed me to do this work while I am still alive,
without having to suffer death. But even if I had died,
I would have been thankful as well.

I Have Set My Heart at Each Critical
Moment
“You are tired because you have not set your heart.
How can you say your flesh is tired? There isn’t even
that much work these days!” I clearly say these
words to our ministry workers. I first pay attention to
what someone says, and if I find that my decision is
correct, then I say these words to that person. Then
some of them will answer, “Your words are correct.
Your judgment on me is the correct one. I am that
kind of a person.” God said there are people like
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Abraham while there are people like Lot. This is
precisely what the Bible tells us. Having received the
remission of sins at the same time, we will always
find people like Abraham and people like Lot. People
like Lot are those who have not set their hearts before
God, but people like Abraham are those who have
assuredly set their heart by believing in the Word of
God and following after that Word.
Of course, there will be critical moments even for
those who have set their heart before God. The same
was true in the case of Abraham, the father of faith.
What happened when Abraham and his wife traveled
to Egypt? Pharaoh the king of Egypt saw Abraham’s
wife and sought to take her, saying she was beautiful.
At that critical moment, thinking that the king would
kill him if he were to say, “This woman is my wife,”
Abraham said, “This woman is my sister.” And then,
he sent his wife away to another man, saying “I bid
you well, my sister.”
For Abraham, this was his critical moment. To say
that his wife was his sister fearing for his very life,

what else would this be then if it was not a critical
moment? If we look at it clearly, Abraham at that
time was a man without any fidelity. Wouldn’t even
a hoodlum try to protect his wife even if it means
getting beaten to death? Like this, I am saying that
Abraham had his critical moments and on numerous
occasions. Despite it all, Abraham had properly
relied on God. And as a result, He could receive
salvation from God and lead a righteous life. This is
truly what a life of faith is all about.
If you have decided to live for the gospel, you
must think positively and creatively, “What can I do
to live for this gospel? What can I do to spread this
gospel effectively?” By doing so, you must make
challenges and overcome these difficult situations.
The true life of faith is to carry out the work of
preaching and sharing the gospel of the Lord to many
people with faith that you have attained on the way;
it is not an aimless life that is flowing along like a
river. Such a life is like that of Lot. If you would live
according to these situations, you would become
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someone like Lot. And should your circumstances
change, you would be prone to give up your faith and
turn around and become an opponent of God. Thus,
dear fellow believers set your hearts. Set you hearts
assuredly.
To all our ministry works, to you, and to all the
born-again saints in this world, I can say that I have
set my heart assuredly. Just because you have set
your heart once long ago, it does not mean that that is
sufficient. You must set your heart again and again
whenever something happens to you. You must set
your heart once again whenever you face another
critical situation. You must hope that the will of
Christ will be realized through your life, even though
you are lacking. That is the attitude of the heart of
those who have set their hearts firmly. Once we have
set our hearts firmly like this and live for the will of
God, He will hold us and lead us to the upright path.
He will protect us. But if you were to not set your
hearts and live according to your own situation, Satan
will come inside and ransack your hearts. And in the

end you will be taken away by him. The reason why
some people who have received the remission of sins
turn back after having followed the Lord lies at this
point.
There is a popular song in Korea that goes, “Do
well, when I am still here.” At ordinary times, when
we are still leading our life of faith, that is, when
there are no inhibitions against following God, we
must look into our own hearts and assuredly set our
hearts. Once we set our hearts firmly during these
normal times, and when we really face a critical
moment in our lives, we can wholly follow the Lord
once again, thinking, “Have I not set my heart before
God?” But having done nothing at normal times, as
we face any real problems, it would then be too late
to set our hearts. At this moment knowing that we are
in no way someone who can follow the Lord, we
would give up our life of faith in no time. On our
own we may conclude, “No way! I can never lead a
life of faith anymore.” People like this truly cannot
lead a proper life of faith. Although they could lead a
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life of faith, but because they did not set their heart
firmly, they defeat themselves when troubles come
their way. That is why they end up giving up their
faith.
“Even though I am lacking, I will live for the
Lord.” As long as we set our hearts like this, all the
evil thoughts that oppress, crush and lead us to wrong
places will go away. They will go away, just as Satan
goes away when we defeat him by the name of Jesus
Christ.
In the last verse of the Epistle to the Ephesians,
the Apostle Paul said the following: “Grace be with
all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity”
(Ephesians 6:24). These Words are not just some
greetings. It means God’s grace and all His blessings
will be upon those who have set their hearts to be
unfaltering and to love Christ. God loves these
people and gives them heavenly blessings.
But what will happen to those who do not set their
hearts to be unfaltering but claim to follow the Lord?
They can betray the Lord at any time. For this reason

we must set our hearts unwaveringly. People who set
their heart assuredly before the Lord are like
Abraham. You and I must live like this. We have
already received the remission of our sins, so we
should go on living having set our hearts and receive
blessings from God. I am saying if we should go on
living without having set our hearts, we will be
deceived by the devil and then later on become an
opponent of God?
People who were working with us but later have
left us, that is, those who do not live for the gospel
say something like this when they have left the
Church: “I just left this Church because I am weak. I
do not oppose the gospel. Nor do I hate the Church.”
In the beginning they say things like this. But take a
look at them after a short while. They obstruct and
stand against the work that the Church does, and to
the others they say, “They are heretics.”
Dear fellow believers, you must set your heart
assuredly. Even though you may be lacking, you can
at least set you heart towards God. You can set your

◄

CONTENTS

►

126

The Lord Is with Those Who Have Set Their Hearts

heart by professing, “This is right. It is right to live for
the gospel, and the predecessors of faith who are
living for the gospel are right. Even though I lack
physical strength, and I have neither power nor faith, it
is nevertheless right for me to live for the gospel like
this. I do set my heart to live for the Lord.” From a
fleshly perspective, we cannot live equally, but as we
set our hearts like this, we can all become equal
children before God.
Dear fellow believers, set you heart towards God.
God only gives blessings as well as grace to those
who have set their hearts like this.
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Walk by the Spirit
< Genesis 13:1-18 >
“Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his
wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the
South. Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver,
and in gold. And he went on his journey from the
South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent
had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,
to the place of the altar which he had made there
at first. And there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. Lot also, who went with Abram, had
flocks and herds and tents. Now the land was not
able to support them, that they might dwell
together, for their possessions were so great that
they could not dwell together. And there was strife
between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and
the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites
and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. So
Abram said to Lot, ‘Please let there be no strife
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between you and me, and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not
the whole land before you? Please separate from
me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right;
or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.’
And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere
(before the LORD destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the
land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. Then Lot
chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from each
other. Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and
Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his
tent even as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom
were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the
LORD. And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot
had separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and
look from the place where you are—northward,
southward, eastward, and westward; for all the
land which you see I give to you and your
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descendants forever. And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a
man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered. Arise,
walk in the land through its length and its width,
for I give it to you.’ Then Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar
there to the LORD.”

Abraham Became Rich Thanks to
His Wife
According to today’s Scripture reading, Abraham
was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold when
he left Egypt. His family had many possessions.
Abraham was able to earn all these possessions all
thanks to his wife, Sarah.
The story how he came to have this great wealth
goes like this: When the Egyptian king wanted to
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take Sarah as his wife because of her beauty,
Abraham began fearing for his very life and said,
“She is not my wife, but my sister. You can take
her.” So Abraham sold his wife to the Egyptian king.
At Abraham’s approval the king took her to his
palace with the intention to marry her, but God
intervened becoming enraged and sent a plague onto
Pharaoh and his house. God had probably brought
onto Pharaoh tremendously great plagues. This
puzzled Pharaoh then ran back to Abraham and said,
“Why did you deceive me? Hurry up and to take
back your wife. We were really that close to be
utterly destroyed through this situation.” And he let
Abraham’s wife go. So Pharaoh gave Abraham many
possessions all to appease God. In such a perilous
situation like this, God kept Sarah safe and brought
her back to Abraham. Eventually Abraham got his
wife back untouched, and on top of all that he
received many possessions along with his wife,
thanks to the grace of God.
At that time, Abraham and Lot were raising
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livestock. Due to the sudden increase in his
possessions and the number of sheep, they did not
have enough land to coexist. The land of Palestine
was not suitable for raising herds and cattle. While
countries with vast plains like the USA and Australia
can have large herds of cattle including sheep and
goats which can graze on any grassy place, Palestine
could not afford this luxury. There were many deserts
and mountains where not a single blade of grass
could be found. Imagine just what it would have been
like for Abraham and Lot to raise cattle in such
crowded and sparse grassland. They couldn’t possibly
breed and feed all of their sheep in one place.

After Becoming Wealthy,
There Arose Conflict between
Abraham and Lot
Finally conflict arose between them. The
herdsmen of Abraham’s livestock and of Lot’s
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herdsmen began to fight over land. Abraham’s
herdsmen said “Isn’t it our right to feed our uncle’s
herds first before his nephew’s?” and then Lot’s
herdsmen reacted, “When did we ever talk about the
order in the family in feeding the cattle?” Abraham
and Lot heard about this conflict.
When Abraham found out about this serious
conflict, he went to see his nephew Lot. He could see
that his nephew was obsessed with all his possessions
including stock farming. So Abraham made a
suggestion to Lot. “Son, let us not fight over this.
You are my nephew and you came along with me so
far from our hometown, so what is the reason for this
fight? If you take the left, I will go to the right; if you
take the right, I will go to the left. So Lot chose the
land of Sodom, where it was well watered and lush
everywhere. Why did he choose to go down to
Sodom? At that time, Sodom was a very fertile land.
The Bible says that before the Lord destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah, the plains of Jordan was well watered
everywhere and it was like the garden of the Lord.
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Abraham let Lot pick the land first, so Lot without
hesitation chose to take all the plains of Jordan.
When he looked down he saw clean water and green
grass spread out before him everywhere. When Lot
said, “I will go to that side,” Abraham replied,
“Good! Then I will choose the other side.” He had
already made up his mind to separate from his
nephew. This is how they became separated long
after they had journeyed together from their
hometown. So Lot headed down towards Zoar and
went into the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. He
settled there and started to breed and increase his
livestock. But Abraham stayed in the land of Canaan,
which was on the opposite side of Zoar.
If you keep reading the book of Genesis, you will
find out what the end of Lot’s life will be like. When
God judged the land of Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot
and his two daughters were saved, while his wife
became a pillar of salt. That is how he lost his wife
and everything he had owned. Moreover, he slept
with his two daughters whilst he was in a drunken
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state and they gave birth to two sons, who were the
ancestors of the Moabites and the Ammonites. These
gentile tribes were the typical enemies against God
and His people.
After his nephew had left, God showed up before
Abraham. The Lord blessed Abraham by saying,
“Lift your eyes now and look from the place where
you are-northward, southward, eastward and
westward; for all the land which you see I give to you
and your descendants forever. And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man
could number the dust of the earth, then your
descendants also could be numbered. Arise, walk in
the land through its length, and its width, for I give it
to you” (Genesis 13:14-17).
What I have talked about so far is from today’s
Scripture passage. Brothers and sisters, please keep
this in mind. This is not just some story from the past.
There is something very important God wants to tell
us through this story.
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This Passage Tells Us to Follow the
Spirit, Not Our Flesh
What is the real implication of what happened
between Abraham and Lot, and what God said to
Abraham? God through this story is telling us to
follow the lead of the Spirit, not our flesh. As you
have seen in Scripture, Lot pursued his physical
desires based on what he saw in his eyes. The
conflict between Abraham and Lot was also caused
by Lot’s greed. Because Lot pursued tangible
possessions instead of what belonged to the invisible
God, they ended up separating from each other.
Eventually, God destroyed Lot who pursued only
after his flesh, but He blessed Abraham who walked
by the Spirit. This passage clearly shows us how
those who follow after the Spirit are very different
from those who follow the fleshly desires of the
world.
Abraham was a man of faith who pursued after the
Spirit of God. Therefore, he did not like the way his
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nephew lived, for he pursued only his flesh. Abraham
told Lot that if he took the left, he would take the
right; if he took the right, he would take the left. He
said he would do the opposite of what Lot would do.
“Your heart is crooked. Choose first. I will choose
the opposite.” He told his nephew that he would do
the very opposite of what Lot would do; in other
words, he would follow the lead of the Spirit and not
of his flesh. From a worldly perspective, Abraham
lost a lot of good things when his nephew left him.
What was he deprived of? He was deprived from the
fertile lands of Zoar and the plains of Jordan.
Don’t you all know about the Jordan River? The
banks along this river had lots of lush pasture. This
was the perfect place for breeding and feeding cattle.
On the other hand, the land of Canaan had no river
and was a barren desert. Abraham, who had just
chose the land of Canaan, was seemingly about to go
bankrupt.
But as soon as his nephew left for these fertile
lands, God appeared to Abraham right away. And He
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promised him, “Lift your eyes now and look from the
place where you are-northward, southward,
eastward and westward; for all the land which you
see I give to you and your descendants forever” (Gen
13:14-15). He promised to bless him and his
descendants forever.

We Will Be Destroyed If We Pursue
Our Flesh after Being Born-again
This story means when we pursue the Spirit by
faith, and when we preach the gospel together with
God’s Church, not only will God give us the
inheritance of this earth but He will also save our
descendants and other souls through us. It is written
in the Bible, “I have been young, and now am old;
Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken,
Nor his descendants begging bread” (Psalm
37:25).
God never fails to give those who pursue the
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Spirit the inheritance of this earth as well as the
heavenly blessings to save other souls. The righteous
and their descendants who follow God never have to
beg for food. In other words, there are no beggars
amongst the righteous. It is because God gives them
the inheritance of this earth. Not only does God give
His followers spiritual blessings, but also the
properties of this land. Therefore the Bible declares,
“Blessed are those who do not counsel with the
ungodly” (Psalm 1:1) and “The righteous will inherit
the land and dwell in it forever” (Psalm 37:29).
“Inherit the land” is a very common phrase in the
Bible.
Dear fellow believers, what is God telling us
through this account between Abraham and Lot? He
is telling us that He will take care of those who
follow God and the Spirit, and that He will also give
the inheritance of this earth to them. The inheritance
of Heaven and earth is a guaranteed promise for
those who believe in Him. But what is going to
happen to those who do not pursue after the Spirit but
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the flesh? Those who pursue the flesh even after
being born-again will be deprived of everything in
the end. His descendants will not be saved, and there
will not be anybody who will be saved through them.
Do you see what I am saying? Those who pursue
after the flesh and their descendants will forever not
be saved. I believe this is exactly what God is telling
us. He showed us through this how each group gets
rewarded for their actions, by telling us to pursue
after the Spirit if we claim to be the followers of
God.

What Causes a Disturbance in Our
Hearts after We Have Received Our
Salvation?
Dear fellow believers, why do people have
conflict within themselves after they have received
salvation? What brings such disturbances in our
hearts? Why do we still get agitated and upset while
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we are following God? The answer is: Two different
desires arise within us: One desire is to pursue the
Spirit and the other is to pursue the flesh; these two
desires begin to collide within each of our hearts.
Since what we can see all belongs to the flesh, people
naturally like to pursue the flesh. For example, when
Lot looked at the lush fertile plains of Jordan in the
land of Zoar, he did not hesitate in choosing this land
by thinking, “This is surely a great land. What is the
big deal with leaving my uncle? I will definitely
choose the land of Zoar, in the vicinities of Sodom
and Gomorrah.”
But Abraham, who pursued after the Spirit, could
not dwell with him any longer. Even though he
needed good pasture lands for his sheep and goats, he
couldn’t help but to journey towards the barren
deserts. For he had already promised that he would
take the right if Lot chose the left; he would take the
left if Lot chose the right. It was obvious that he was
going to go bankrupt in these barren deserts, but
Abraham, the pursuer after the Spirit, could no longer
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live with Lot.
Dear fellow believers, physical things we can see
with eyes seem so reliable. We can picture it in our
minds just how much we will gain from these things.
They look like signed checks. They look so
promising that even the born-again Christians like us
may feel like pursuing after the flesh. But what is
certain is that we should forsake such fleshly feelings
and trust the promises of God’s Word instead. Even
if our businesses go to ruin along the way in the
pursuant of the Spirit, we should believe that God
will give us the blessings of this land as an
inheritance and do the soul-saving work through us.
In other words, we should believe that God will not
only bless us spiritually but also give the inheritance
of this land to our descendants as well. God does take
care of us faithfully and gives us all these things. We
need to discover this secret of God’s blessings that
pursuing after the Spirit brings us portions of this
land and true wealth of this world along with the
abundance of spiritual blessings. God does not
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abandon those who live for the gospel and work for it
along with His Church. It is the definite promise of
God.
We shouldn’t consider what happened to Abraham
and Lot as just another historical event. Abraham
became a man of great wealth by following God and
the Holy Spirit, and his descendants also came to
occupy this great land. All those who currently reside
in the land of Canaan are also the descendants of
Abraham. Just as God had promised Abraham, “All
the land which you see I give to you and your
descendants forever” (Gen 13:15), the descendants
of Abraham occupied the land of Israel. As you no
doubt know, the Israelites reclaimed their country
which they had lost for about 1,900 years. The
promise of God that went like this, “Arise, walk in
the land through its length and width, for I give it to
you” (Gen 13:17) was fulfilled at that time. We
should have a definite answer to this question that
which one is going to prosper: the pursuer of the
Spirit or the pursuer of the flesh. The Bible tells us
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that Abraham, the pursuer of the Spirit, became more
prosperous than Lot, the pursuer of the flesh.
Abraham represents all people who seek after the
Spirit and the Word of God, even though these are
invisible.

We Should Pursue after the Sprit in
Spite of the Fact That We Live in the
Flesh
Even the born-again have two different minds:
One is that of Lot and the other is that of Abraham.
These two minds conflict with each other in our
hearts. Just like Abraham and Lot had conflicted with
each other, these two minds are fighting against each
other in our hearts.
“How can I live? What should I eat? What should
I wear? If I go to church, I can’t do this or that. I lose
this and that. Not to mention physical loss, I also
waste time. Since I have already received my
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salvation, I am not going to church any more but
instead I am making money diligently saving for my
future.” Such worldly thoughts arise in our hearts.
However, in times like this we need to pay close
attention to what God says about this. God clearly
said that He would give us the inheritance of this
earth and save the descendants of those who follow
after Him. We need to remember this Word of God
and firmly hold onto it. Whenever these carnal
desires to pursue after the flesh arise, we need to
forsake them and instead follow the lead of the Spirit.
Dear fellow believers, even though we are living
in the body of flesh, we must pursue after the Spirit
and seek after what pleases God. In other words, we
need to pursue the work that makes us unite with the
Church and His gospel. When we invest our time and
money in spreading the gospel, God will bless us and
help us with the rest of our lives. The almighty God
guarantees such a blessed life. He protects us. Do you
believe this? It is not something we can accomplish
with our own efforts. Only God can do this.
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This morning I received a phone call from Brother
Ongi Ahn. He told me that Brother Guangsuk Shim,
who has not been attended the Church for quite some
time, decided to come back to church. Brother Ongi
Ahn said, “Evangelist Park hurried over to see him.
Go quickly and bring him back into the Church. Now
he is coming to his senses.” Brother Shim is a
businessman just like Brother Ahn. But he used to
gripe and complain all the time. His house is full of
empty liquor bottles. Some bottles of liquor are
wrapped in black plastic bags and placed at the
corner of his room. When I see them, I pretend not to
see the liquor. Drinking itself is not problematic
because it is okay to drink once in a while as long as
you come to church. However, his excuse for
skipping church services was that he couldn’t make
money when he attended every worship service or
meeting in the Church. He said that he had to suffer a
great loss for coming to church. He said that he had
been barely surviving and he could not have
managed his life if he attended church regularly.
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Brothers and sisters, I can guarantee you. If he had
walked by the Spirit along with the Church, God
would have helped him without fail. This is not my
personal opinion. I can tell you this from having faith
in the Word of God. We must firstly be united with
God. It is said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness.” As saved people, we need to do
our jobs well prior to anything else, and seek God’s
help for our weaknesses. Then God will give us help
even in the smallest things. He will keep us at all
times.
I felt sorry for him when he said he could not
come to church because if he did he could not make
money. But everything will go smoothly for him
once he unites with God’s Church; but he thinks that
I am just saying this as a pastor to make him to come
to my church. He thinks of my admonition and
considers it to be a manipulative move from a pastor.
But I swear to God it wasn’t so. I would not lead
anybody to God’s Church if that person were going
to be ruined as a result. If I were to bring anyone to
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Christ and that someone would perish as a result;
who then would take that risk? Why would a minister
do something like this? If you were a leader of a
church, would you do that to your congregation? If
you knew the person whom you lead to Christ was
going to perish, wouldn’t you lead that person to
Christ? We are certainly not the servants of Satan.
We lead people because God promised that He would
make the pursuers after the Spirit prosper.

People Live by God’s Blessings
We do not live by bread alone, but live by every
Word that proceeds from the mouth of God. You and
I live not only with money but also with the blessings
of God. Do you understand me? From a worldly
point of view, Abraham who did not have this fertile
land as Lot, seemed to be on the path of perishing
away. If God had not blessed him, his cattle and
livestock would have all died and Abraham would
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have also perished.
Instead, the Bible tells us that Lot went bankrupt,
while Abraham became a man of great wealth. Not
only Abraham but also his son, Isaac was a man of
great wealth. He had numerous sheep and 318
servants (Genesis 14:14). If you do the math,
Abraham wasn’t just a rich man. How much is
sheep? How much does a goat cost? It may cost two
hundred dollars or more these days. Then, if he had
1,000 goats, they would be 200,000 dollars worth let
alone the other livestock. In those days, people who
raised cattle were far from being poor. When
calculating the money for a herd of thousands of
sheep, they were unimaginably rich.
Dear brothers and sisters, we have been saved.
And we follow after God as we live. As for those of
us who have received salvation, how to receive
God’s blessings is the most important thing. And the
answer to this is to walk by the Spirit. We need to
pursue after the Spirit. If we do not pursue after the
Spirit but instead after the flesh, we will be
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considered no different to Lot. In the beginning, the
pursuers after the flesh may look very successful.
However, they will lose everything in the end.
Who is our Sheppard? It is Jesus Christ. Flocks
need to be guided and protected by their shepherd.
We can learn how to follow after the Spirit and work
with the Church of God, and pray to God by coming
regularly to Church. Even the saved cannot keep its
genuine life of faith if they do not attend God’s
Church, but instead share fellowship with the people
of this world. They will forget what genuine faith is
all about. People learn more about faith as they
attend God’s Church.
So what should we pursue after? Even though He
is not tangible or visible, we should nevertheless
follow after the Spirit. I tell you again that we should
follow after the Spirit and not after the flesh. If you
and I want to be prosperous, we need to walk by the
Spirit. We also need to find out what pleases the
Lord; what God wants from us; how God’s guidance
is revealed; and what God wants His Church to do.

Walk by the Spirit

When we understand all these things and serve God
being united with His church, God will help us with
everything and pour out his blessings upon us.
The Bible is not just a history book. The writers of
the Bible did not include such a story because they
had nothing else to talk about. God said these things
through these writers so that we can clearly
understand the answer for the questions such as,
“What direction we should go after receiving our
salvation? What should we do to become
successful?” Does faith itself stay genuine once you
receive your salvation? No, it does not. If we keep on
following the desires of the flesh, our faith becomes
weaker and weaker, and the will of God becomes
unclear to us. Let’s look at ourselves. You did not
know anything when you were standing outside of
this Church, right? But when we began to dwell in
the Church, we came to know God and believed in
Him and started to grow as the people of faith who
could pursue after the Spirit of God whole heartedly.
As we attend God’s Church, we get to learn more
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about faith, the Spirit and the flesh. While we attend
Church regularly, we discover the will of God and
come to realize that we should pursue after the Spirit.
Even when we are living on this earth, we can
experience the protecting and helping hand of God, if
we pursue after the Sprit. We can experience all the
blessings of God. Then we will begin to understand
what faith is really all about. We can give
experienced counsel to younger Christians, “Do this.
Live a life of faith this way. Be united with the
Church. Walk by the Spirit.” We can do so only
when we unite with the Church by faith.

God Blesses Those Who Are Untied
with His Church
As I said at the beginning of this sermon,
Abraham became rich all thanks to his wife. This
also tells us clearly that people who are united with
the Church can be blessed. Just as Abraham became

Walk by the Spirit

rich because of his wife Sarah, we can likewise be
blessed just by being united with the Church. Not to
mention spiritual blessings but we will also gain
physical blessings as well.
Of course, it may seem that there are lots of things
you have to give up when you first start out on this
life of faith. As a matter of fact, we lose our friends,
family members and more as we live out our faith by
being united with His Church. Everything goes that
way in the beginning. However, when we learn to
live a genuine life of faith by being united with the
Church, we will gain much more than the things we
have lost. And from then on we will live an abundant
life that keeps on gaining. In other words, we will
have more gains than losses.
Therefore, we need to walk by the Sprit and live
by faith. Those of you who are working with the
Church should consider yourselves extremely
fortunate. No matter what circumstances you are in,
the Church always prays for you. Praying in one
accord in the Church has unremarkable power.
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Unfortunately, there are lots of people who have
alienated themselves from the Lord and are not
united with the Church. Do we pray for those people?
Even though we think we should, but it is not easy to
pray for those people in reality. For this reason, they
are always outsiders to us. Once some people depart
from the Church, they are excluded. And this means
that they are excluded from the blessing of God. It is
not because we want to do this, but it is part of God’s
plan for them to be excluded. Why doesn’t God bless
those who do not work for Him? Even if God blesses
them, they would have no idea where the blessings
had come from.
Dear fellow believers, I tell you this over and over
again, being united with God’s Church after
receiving the remission of your sins is truly a
blessing from God. There will no doubt arise many
worldly desires in our flesh. But one thing we the
fragile should always remember is that we must be
united with the Church, walk by the Spirit and obey
God’s Word if we really want to prosper. If we are

Walk by the Spirit

still in trouble despite doing all this, then we should
earnestly take the matter before God. When we pray,
we can find out whether or not God will help us. It is
up to God whether He decides to help us or not. Our
job is to do our very best in His assigned task for us.
This is why the Bible says, “Seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness.” This means that we
should do first what the Church wants us to do. In
other words, we should invest our time, our hearts
and money first in preaching the gospel. Only then
will God add everything onto us. This is the promise
from Almighty God. Therefore, if we want to be
blessed, we should walk by the Spirit and obey the
Word of God in His Church.
In God’s Kingdom, there are so many things that
are different from human affairs. Those who received
the remission of their sins and attend every meeting
of the Church will live a successful life on this earth.
But look at those who always think everything from a
worldly perspective and complain, “Oh, Gosh, I can’t
live like that. I am wiser than those people in that
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Church, so I am not going to attend there meetings. I
will only go and listen to their Sunday sermons.”
Are they really wiser than the faithful saints who
attend every meeting of God’s Church? No, they are
not. Unsound souls cause unsound bodies. If you
have a few more hours to yourself when you do not
come to God’s Church, what difference can you
make? When you have extra hours, do you use it all
for good things? You cannot help but waste money
during those extra hours. In worse cases, some
people think, “What good is it to go to Church? I will
read the Bible and try to understand it by myself, and
live a life of faith by myself.” Of course they think
that they are not wasting anything or losing anything,
for they are using their own time and money for
themselves, and not for the Lord.
But please bear this in mind. God never gives
glorious blessings to people like this. People also
receive prosperity, health and wealth when they walk
by the Spirit. While seeking after the flesh, not caring
for the Spirit, you will for sure suffer physical ruin.

Walk by the Spirit

That is a certain formula God had made. It is a
biblical and Godly formula. Since you and I are
following the lead of the Spirit well, I don’t have to
get into those details. Nonetheless, we need to
remember that God fills our physical needs as well as
our spiritual needs when we walk by the Spirit. Do
you understand me? Do you believe in this?
I praise the Lord. I praise Him and thank Him for
allowing us to live a spiritual life and giving us
spiritual lessons.
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Faith Is the Substance
Of Things Hoped for
< Genesis 13:14-18 >
“And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had
separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and look
from the place where you are—northward,
southward, eastward, and westward; for all the
land which you see I give to you and your
descendants forever. And I will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a
man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered. Arise,
walk in the land through its length and its width,
for I give it to you.’ Then Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar
there to the LORD.”

Let’s Think about Faith That Trusts
in God
As we read today’s Scripture passage let us think
about what genuine faith is all about. Each one of us
will also make a pledge to plant God’s Church in
Busan. You may put your monetary offer on the
pledge card, but you need not write your name. You
should promise to do this before God. I believe some
of you have never made such a pledge since you
received the remission of your sins. Some of you
may not realize that today is the day we have set
aside to do this. Others may feel confused about
whether or not we should do this. So it does not
matter if you think you should participate in this at a
later date. Our Church is nevertheless making this
pledge for the first time this year. The two-year lease
for this church building has been recently renewed.
But today we will make this pledge for planting a
Church in Busan.
Sister Hong had a baby not so long ago. When I
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visited her yesterday she looked quite slim. It was
hard to believe that she was using the stairs carrying
so much weight. I truly thank God for her easy
delivery and quick recovery.

Let’s Learn True Faith While We
Are Making This Pledge
When we make this pledge without true faith we
will no doubt feel a huge burden in our hearts. You
might then think, “Nonsense! How could I make such
a pledge for the purpose of planting a Church far
away in the port City of Busan? If I don’t have
enough money for myself why should I support those
people in Busan? We should really take care of
ourselves first.” It is understandable to think in this
way since we have to keep our personal running
expenditure down and to give offerings within our
limited income. But there is one thing we all should
realize. We can learn all about faith by making such a

pledge.
Let me tell you a story from my past. I used to
carry a very heavy lunch box. I used to fill it up with
cooked rice. Those days many of my hungry
classmates were unable to bring lunch to school. And
so, my lunch was not even enough for myself. I
became irritated when I was told to share my lunch
with my classmates. Whenever my teacher said,
“Please share your lunch with your classmates,” I
then thought, “You don’t say that! How I waited in
eager anticipation for this lunch break! And in the
end there was not enough for myself!” Sharing my
lunch box with others and having an empty lunch box
was like emptying out my heart. Everyone was so
hungry during that time.
My lunch box did not contain pure boiled rice.
Other than some rice, there were some boiled barley
and one fist-size potato. Since a sizeable potato took
up more than half of the lunch box, how much boiled
rice could really go in? When my friends took the
potato out of my lunch box it looked so empty.
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Whenever I had to share my lunch box with my
classmates, I felt very unsatisfied, and my only wish
then was too turn ten years old so that I could eat
boiled rice to my heart’s content. It sounds funny
now, but in those days people were all poor. I grew
up under these circumstances.

Life Is Unsatisfying
I could compare our life to this lunch box. Even
after I ate all my boiled rice, side dishes and that
single potato which was in my lunch box, I still felt
hungry and unsatisfied. But God is now telling us to
share the little we have with the people in Busan. It is
not strange to think, “This doesn’t make any sense at
all. How can I share my food with others when I am
about to suffer from malnutrition?”
However, by making this pledge and by planting
the Church of God there, we get to understand the
truth of God. We get to realize how God works and

what God is telling us. In other words, we come to
learn what faith is all about as we give our offerings
to God. So let’s go into the world by faith, which
leads us to an abundant life even after giving away
what we have to others.
Brothers and sisters, are you worried about the
timing of making this pledge? Are you thinking,
“Doesn’t the pastor know that we are currently going
through an economic slowdown?” I have already told
you everything as I talked about my lunch box story.
I understand you may still have worries and doubts.
You might have another concern about how much to
write when you make this pledge.

Let’s Look Up to God and Exercise
Faith
Whether we serve the gospel of the water and the
Spirit, or whether we live in this world, we need to
exercise our faith in God. It is written, “Faith is the
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substance of things hoped for and the evidence of
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). This passage
summarizes in one sentence all the verses of the
Bible regarding faith. We need to reconsider this
definition of faith before we go any further with our
life of faith.
It tells us faith is the substance of things hoped for.
To understand what this means, we are going to look
at the story of Abraham and Lot in today’s Scripture
reading. Abraham and Lot were living together, but
conflicts arose between them when their possessions
increased. So Abraham said to Lot, “Go your way. If
you take the left, I will take the right; if you take the
right, I will take the left. You came along with me
initially and became rich, but now you want to be
separated from me. Then because of this problem
which cannot be reconciled let’s do so. Since we are
not getting along well with each other, let’s live apart
from now on.” Lot did not have any hesitation but
journeyed straight towards the land he chose for
himself.

As Lot disappeared away in the distance, the Lord
God appeared before Abraham. And He then said to
him, “Lift your eyes now and look from the place
where you are—northward, southward, eastward,
and westward; for all the land which you see I give to
you and your descendants forever” (Genesis
13:14-15). Abraham then looked in all directions and
the very land he saw in the distance is where Israel is
located now. God also promised Abraham that He
would give his descendants the land where the
Palestinians are now living. God basically said, “I
will give you as much as you can envision.” God
fulfilled His promise to the letter. That is the reason
why Israel and Palestine are still fighting each other.
God is also telling us to look in all directions. This
is why we need to hold onto the Word of God once
again. We should not fix our eyes on what we have
accrued up to now.
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We Are Saving Souls from Their Sins
We are planting Churches of God in other cities to
save the souls living there. We build the house of
God in the wilderness and then we send God’s
servants to preach the gospel there. Therefore, we
need to have a desire to participate in this mission.
Giving offerings is part of preaching the gospel and
saving souls so that people can be saved through the
money we have given.
Not long ago we held a revival meeting in
Daejeon. Due to the Churches’ situation, none of
God’s servants except for one couple could attend
this revival meeting to preach the gospel; but to our
surprise many people came along. The revival
meeting was closed successfully in a good way. We
are going to have another revival meeting without
inviting any preachers in April. God delivers the
gospel and saves souls through us when we invite
people to our Church by faith.
During the last revival meeting four souls heard

the gospel. Amongst these few was the director of the
hospital where Sister Chung works. He said, “I have
been to several churches, but their teachings have
always been unclear. This time I can understand the
gospel clearly. I have now found the Truth.” So he
decided to study the Bible with us. Several other
people also came along to this revival meeting and
heard the gospel and received the remission of their
sins.
How precious is this work of God? We previously
made a similar pledge when we made a plan to plant
one of our branch Churches in Daejeon. Now we are
going to plant another one in Busan. Actually the
truth is we don’t have enough money. But we are
doing this because it is right thing to do.
When we are about to carry out this mission, we
should not just look at the amount of money we have
now. We should rather look at it with anticipation
and with faith that God will meet our needs in any
way. We should be filled substantially by
anticipating it. We need to plant Churches save souls
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and serve the Lord by faith, and God will always fill
our needs. Let me say this again. Do not look at what
you have now. We also need to make a pledge for the
planting of Busan Church with faith. God will lead us
in every aspect of our lives and bless us.

Serving the Righteousness of God
Brings Us the Fullness of Life
Brothers and sisters, what we have is like a small
lunch box. Think of Jesus Christ who performed the
miracle of five loaves and the two fish. We have
what we can call the boy’s lunch box, which was the
beginning of the miracle of five loaves and two fish.
The amount was very insignificant even for Jesus.
But the boy nevertheless offered his tiny lunch box to
the Lord. And when the Lord blessed that small
lunch box, five thousand people could eat and they
had twelve basketsful of leftovers.
Dear fellow believers, we should anticipate such

blessings from God. This is genuine faith. We should
look at things by faith. That is why the Lord said that
faith is the substance of things hoped for. So we need
to see things by faith. We should expect God to bless
us. And we should trust in Him. We need to live by
faith. In other words, we should not look at our
current situation or our abilities, but we should
anticipate things by faith that God will bless us and
fill us. Only then will these anticipations come true.
God promised to show us the substance of things we
trust and hope for.
I have ministered for more than ten years now. I
mean just pure ministering. From my experience of
serving God I can tell you this with great confidence:
“Serve God no matter how hard and difficult the
situation you find yourself in.” You might think to
yourself, “That pastor does not understand anything,”
when you hear me say, “Serve God and you will be
successful,” my words are trustworthy. Of course I
understand your situations very well, but I am telling
you to serve the Lord for your own benefit. You
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cannot change anything to improve your situation by
fretting and fuming. However, God will bless us as
much as we expect from Him when we hope and
believe in His blessings in our small dedications.
Therefore, we need to hope for the Lord’s help. Our
abilities are limited. But when we anticipate the
Omnipotent God by faith and challenge its limits,
God will work through us and help us to overcome
any limits.
Faith is just like a mold that is made out of iron.
When you pour heated plastic into the iron mold, you
can make a plastic doll from it. Faith is just like this
mold. God turns our hopes and trusts into reality
when we truly believe in His blessings from our heart.
Therefore, whether you run your own business or
work for someone else, you should always anticipate
God’s blessings. Think about it: What can you
anticipate from your work? Promotion might be the
only thing you can anticipate. But when we expect
God to fill us with abundance as we run our own
businesses, God really fills us abundantly. This is a

clear distinction between putting our hope in this
world and putting our hopes in God by faith.
We certainly should be participating in righteous
work as we live in this world. Do you lack money
when you try to participate? Do not just look at your
poor circumstances. Just trust God’s blessings and
participate in what is right. Whatever you do, begin
by faith that God will meet your needs. When you
pray to God with such desires in your heart, God will
always answer your prayers. God meets our good
expectations. ‘When we believe that God will meet
our expectations when we take the well-intended
desires of our hearts to the Lord and keep trusting in
Him, our desires will turn into reality. This is what
true faith is all about.
So making a pledge for the planting of Busan
Church is really not a burden. It is instead a blessing.
The Bible defines “to give offerings to the Lord” as
“grace” (2 Corinthians 8:6-7). So you must know that
to participate in making this pledge as a donation for
the gospel is to participate in God’s grace. I am not
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saying this to persuade you to give more offerings. I
want you to learn genuine faith through making this
pledge. My intention through this pledge is that I
wish your hearts will be truly blessed by expecting
and trusting God’s fulfillment of your desires and
dreams. I am telling you this with my earnest hope
that you will live a blessed life. I also hope you will
understand this genuine faith and learn to live by
such faith. Our ability means nothing. We can live a
wholesome life only with God’s full blessings. Do
you believe that God will bless us when we hope for
something by trusting in Him from our heart? We
must do so. We need to learn from experience that
God will meet our needs when we ask and seek it by
faith. Faith grows every time we experience it.

We Are the Righteous Who Believe in
the Gospel of the Water and the
Spirit
No matter how insufficient we may be, we still are
the righteous. “Dear God, I want to live a life serving
You with a good job.” Harbor such desires in your
heart. And keep nurturing these desires. Then trust in
God. Believe that God will fulfill your desires. If
your situations do not allow you to serve the gospel,
then offer a prayer in your heart like this: “Dear God,
grant me a life sufficient enough to serve the gospel.
I believe you will answer this prayer.” Then it will
come true. You will start to experience things of
which you had hoped and prayed for. It is said that
faith is the substance of things hoped for. When we
hope and trust in our hearts without any doubting, we
will see our faith turning into reality. We will surely
taste God’s blessings.
We need to learn this kind of faith. Genuine faith
is to have a strong trust in that which God will fulfill
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for in all our virtuous desires. “Dear God, I have such
and such desires. I want You to give me much money
to serve You with. I believe You will respond to such
a pure desire.” As long as the desire is for the Lord,
trust in God and ask for it. Expect it from God. Then
He will give it to you. You and I can experience such
a powerful and transforming faith. We all need to
learn what genuine faith is like. No matter what your
positions are—whether you are students, young
adults, or older people, married women or God’s
servants—we all need to learn this kind of faith. We
need to learn to live by faith. Dear fellow believers,
please keep this in your minds: We the righteous will
live under God’s blessings forever when we learn
this faith through our experiences. We will still live
an affluent life even after sharing ‘our everything’
with others without sparing.

When We Run Out of Strength
If we don’t have faith in God even after we
received the remission of our sins by believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we will be no
different from a beggar. When you don’t have faith,
you will be at the end of your resources. The reality
of having more expenses than your income worries
you how to survive. Do you know what concerns us
the most after we receive our salvation? It is these
endless expenses.
When we received salvation for the first time, our
hearts became more generous and merciful because it
was liberated from the shackle of sins. Up until we
were born again we used to live a selfish life just like
a leech in the creek, always asking for more blood as
it is written, “The leech has two daughters—Give
and Give!” (Proverbs 30:15). We used to live a life
like this always on the receiving end but never giving.
But when people are truly born again, they felt like
giving away everything they had. Naturally this
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desire to give and to serve the Lord arises out from
such a heart. The born-again like to give away their
money to other souls, for the gospel and for people’s
salvation. The heart is always trying to give. But
what is the problem with this? The problem is that
the heart is always willing to give but there is not
much in reality to give.
Then what are we supposed to do when we ran out
of resources? We should harbor a holy desire before
God. Hanker after a desire like this: “Since God has
made me righteous, I want to live the rest of my life
serving God.” And possess faith like this: “Dear God,
I believe you will bless me to serve you for my entire
life.” Then keep praying like this: “Dear God, grant
me money, faith and blessings. Make me rich in faith
as well as in possessions.”
To see if God really answers these kinds of
prayers, you should try this and wait. Your life will
surely change. Your circumstances will change. This
is how God works. Why would that be? It is because
we are the righteous before God. It is a blatant lie for

the non-born-again sinner to say, “God gives
everything we ask for when we pray.” They are like
cheating idiots. Is it not a lie to say that you will get
two houses if you offer one to God? But the
righteous are different, as it is written, “The effective,
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much”
(James 5:16). Whenever the righteous come before
God with their heart’s desires asking Him by faith
and trusting in Him, God will never fail to answer
such prayers.
I have always wanted to serve God for my entire
life. I had nothing. As you know I used to manage a
prayer house with my foster mother. At that time I
was very legalistic, so I did not take any illegitimate
money from the safe of that prayer house, not even a
penny. My wife was even more careful than I was.
Whenever I asked her for expenses while I was
studying at a seminary in Busan, she only gave me
the exact amount for lunches and boarding expenses
and for transportation and not a penny more. If she
had illegitimate money in her pocket she would have
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been more generous.
Dear fellow believes, what were we like before we
were born again? We only had an entrance for money
but did not have an exit. In other words, we kept
collecting things but did not let go of anything. But
what was the result of this? They certainly did not
make us rich. According to worldly logic we were
prone to become bankrupt. So, keep this in mind.
Life without faith is just like this.

God Will Do Things for Us When We
Hanker after Our Dreams and
Challenges by Praying and
Trusting by Faith
Brothers and sisters, we have become the
righteous. God said, “Whatever things you ask for
when you pray, believe that you receive them, and
you will have them” (Mark 11:24). And He also said,

“Ask, it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you” (Mathew 7:7).
This is possible because we are the righteous. Just
because we are the righteous, God’s Word will come
true for us. In other words, God’s Word is applicable
to our real life. This cannot become possible unless
we have become the righteous. The Word of God
will come true whenever we pray, for we are the
righteous.
I wanted to serve the Lord all my life. I wanted to
live for the Lord. I truly hoped that I could preach the
gospel to all over the world. As soon as I met the
Lord in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, I
prayed to Him that I would preach this gospel all
over the world. “Dear God, I want to preach the
gospel all over the world. Please give me your grace,
your Word, your power, your blessings and strength.
Please help me stay clear of all family problems.
Because I cannot take care of my family well while
serving the gospel, please will you take care of all my
family problems.” I took all my burdens to the Lord
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like this. And I anticipated and believed that God
would do this for me. Even though my situation was
not looking so promising, I nevertheless trusted in the
Lord.
When I harbored such desires, entrusted God with
my desires by prayer, God answered all of them
faithfully. Of course, I experienced many challenges
and troubles, and people called me a loser, but the
end result was quite different. The Lord surely
guided my life. There were times when I was in great
misery. Sometimes I was in a complete opposite
situation of what I had prayed for and believed. But I
never gave up. “I trusted wholeheartedly in the Lord.
I believed in this Word. It will surely come true I
said.” Once I started living by faith, God granted me
the privilege of serving Him like this for the rest of
my life.
Now I look at those who are serving this Church. I
look at those who serve the Church physically or in
other ways. I look at those who run businesses for the
gospel work. I can give my sincerest admonition to

all of them with confidence: “God never fails to
accomplish your dreams and prayers when you by
faith carry on with your hopes and dreams, trusting
God, praying and challenging.” I believe that you
will experience such work of God. I do believe that
God works in every individual’s life.
Because of this very reason, I recommend people
to start their own businesses rather than to become
salaried worker. Self-employment may be very
meager in the beginning, but it can be expanded to a
very large scale in the end. Then you can still live an
affluent life after you give away generously. When
we do the good work of the Lord, we can also lead a
rich life as we serve others. Living by faith will
transform our meager life into a great life in the end.
Dear fellow believers, we always need to look up
to God. We should always hanker after holy desires.
We always need to anticipate God to do great things
for us. And we should always believe in God’s
blessings. We need to believe that God will indeed
bless us. Besides, we need to believe that God will
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accomplish our heart’s desires. Everybody who
received the remission of their sins needs such faith.
We, whose sins were remitted, are supposed to live a
life of faith just as Abraham did. God said to
Abraham, “Lift your eyes now and look from the
place where you are—northward, southward,
eastward, and westward; for all the land which you
see I give to you and your descendants forever”
(Genesis 13:14-15), and He kept His promise.
Dear fellow believers, harbor holy dreams in your
hearts that please God. And trust that God will help
you realize your dreams as you had wished for. You
can certainly do this. These dreams will surely come
true for you and me, and then our entire life will
become affluent. You will then be in a position to
lend people money rather than borrowing money
from others. You will be in a position to rather help
others than always be receiving help. Living by faith
is such a blessed life. After you receive the remission
of your sins, do not just boast about becoming
righteous. Faith is a learning process and should be

practiced continuously. When we exercise our faith,
our life will be rich, abounding in health in both body
and spirit.
Do you think you don’t have anything to share
with others? This is because you are fretting and
fuming over just what you possess right now.
Nobody on this earth feels that they have enough.
From now on please exercise your faith. And have
holy desires by faith like, “I want to serve the Lord
with money.” If this is what you want, then pray to
be rich. Then believe. Believe that God will do that
for you. Then pray to God. Pray to Him, “Please
bless me.” Then it will come true. But you can’t do
so when you just look at your current situation.
Despite everything I trusted in God. I do not look at
my situation anymore, but I believe that there are
souls who are waiting to be saved, and they will be
saved through me. Then I get to work by faith.
Whenever I work by faith, there are people who
receive the remission of their sins. Faith is the
substance of things hoped for and the evidence of
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things not seen. Our God is He who accomplishes
our heart’s desires.

The Righteous Live by Faith in God
The righteous live by faith only. By faith we can
preach the gospel; we can become rich; we can serve
the Lord; we can do the work of God. Only by faith
can we become prosperous. Do you believe this?
Your physical illness can be healed by faith. “Dear
God, I wish to be healthy again. I trust in You. I
believe that You will heal me. Give me health. I
believe in You, Amen.” Prayers of faith like this will
be heard by God and will be answered sincerely.
Therefore, we need to have faith. Because we are the
righteous, God will listen to our prayers when we
appeal to Him with our heart’s desires.
Here is one thing always to remember. The
righteous should have holy desires. We should not
just pray for our own health and work, but rather pray

for the gospel. Only then will God answer our
prayers. God said, “Whether you eat or drink, or
what ever you do, do all to the glory of God”
(1Corithians 10:31), and He also said, “Seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness. And all these
things shall be added to you” (Mathew 6:33). Let us
through this learn genuine faith. True genuine faith is
to hanker after holy desires and trust that God will
accomplish them all for us. Harbor such holy desires.
And pray. Then you will experience this genuine
faith. You will certainly receive God’s response to
your holy desires that you have harbored. As time
passes after we have prayed for certain things, we
will start to realize that God does in fact answer our
prayers. Even as we walk on the road, we should
pray with holy desires. That is how God follows us
around, answering our prayers constantly.
You don’t need to feel despair when your prayers
are not answered right away. A minister who just
planted a Church did not have any money. When his
son whined for a toy he said, “God will give you one
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if you pray.” Then the boy said a quick prayer right
away, “Jesus, give me a toy. I prayed in Jesus’
name,” but when he opened his eyes there were no
toys. What do you think the boy said? He started
crying, “He didn’t give me one. Why did you lie to
me?” But a few hours later, the boy received a huge
toy. I am afraid this little boy represents all of us.
Dear fellow believers trust in God. Some day, God
will surely grant what you have desired. Children are
too impatient to wait, but you and I who are older can
wait. All the righteous people including you and me
can wait patiently. We can strongly believe that God
will accomplish our heart’s desires while we are
waiting. Therefore, harbor your desires in your hearts
and trust that God will surely answer all your prayers.
This is none other than genuine faith.

How Do You Want to Live Your
Life?
What kind of life do we the born-again wish to
live for? We desire to live by faith in the Lord.
Looking at your own conditions is not from faith.
Harboring holy desires and trusting in God, is
genuine faith. It is written in the Bible that faith is the
substance of things hoped for and the evidence of
things not seen. In faith, the invisible things turn out
to be the visible things. Trusting that things will
come true by God and anticipating them is genuine
faith. Those who are not born again can never talk
about such faith. If anybody talks about faith without
being born-again first, they are thieves and liars.
Let me share with you what happened some time
back in our country. A pastor told a church member
to give a false testimony that she was resurrected
from the dead, and this made all Korean churches
rumble. But later she confessed, “I wasn’t dead
actually, but I was told to pretend to be dead and to
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get up when he prayed.” What do you think that
pastor did? He advertised all over the place that his
prayer had immense power to bring back the dead so
people should come to him to be prayed for. He
asked for a lot of money each time he put his hand on
someone as he prayed.
Meanwhile, an elder of some big church was
dying of cancer, but he believed that he would live if
that pastor laid his hands on him and prayed for him.
Can you guess what that pastor said to him? “As the
token of agreement on giving me half of your
possessions, sign your name here. If you do this, only
then I will pray for you.” Then the elder said, “No, I
can’t do that. Do you know how much wealth I have?
How can I give you a half of all my possessions? I
can’t and I won’t even if I die.” “Then go ahead and
die,” the pastor replied. But when the elder went
home, he had a second thought. He thought that it
would be better for him to live than to lose half of all
his possessions, so he signed the contract. What do
you think happened to him? He died soon after he

signed the contract and received prayer.
When the elder died, the pastor went to his house
and asked for his money. The result was that he was
almost sued at that point. This perplexing incident
happened in some church which belonged to some
big famous denomination here in Korea. It was
splashed all over the newspapers as well. As you all
know, this pastor is a complete liar. What was he to
say that he could raise the dead with his prayer? That
didn’t make any sense at all. Did he think that he was
God the Father? To be frank, he was a swindler and a
sinner and did not have God in him.
Dear fellow believers, God only answers the
prayers of those whose hearts are pure. When you
hear your own baby’s cry, it sounds like music to
your ears, but when someone else’s baby cries, it
becomes an irritating noise. Only those who are born
again through the gospel of the water and the Spirit
are the real children of God. God is the Father and
the Master only to those who are born again through
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Therefore, God
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accomplishes the desires of the born again who
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.
Wouldn’t you commend your children and do
things for them by saying, “Okay, I will do it for
you” if they have good desires? Therefore, God’s
children should pray to their heavenly Father. God
does not do things for us when we don’t pray. Why
do you think that is so? If God gives something to us
when we have not been specifically asked for it, we
would think that we earned it with our own abilities.
When we pray with all our hearts, God grants us
what we prayed for by telling us, “Now you will
know this is not from you, but from Me.” So when
we pray, we need to make up our minds first. Instead
of having two thoughts on whether or not God will
answer our prayers, we should pray and trust with
strong conviction that God will certainly give what
we have asked for.
We can be blessed and live a happy life when we
start learning about such genuine faith by exercising
it. This is the reason that we must learn such faith

after receiving our salvation. Didn’t God tell us that
the righteous should live by faith? This is not just
written in the Word. It is for real. The Apostle Paul
lived by it, and so did many prophets in the Bible.
God left these records so that you and I can lead the
same kind of successful life.
Dear fellow believers, we may not have great faith
but we all have faith as small as a mustard seed.
What kind of faith is this? This faith is the belief that
we are God’s children no matter how insufficient we
may be. This is faith as big as a mustard seed. When
we plant this mustard seed in our hearts, the bud will
be very thin and weak in the beginning. But as we
water it well, it will grow and soon it will have a
stalk with leaves on branches. As time passes, it will
become as big as a tree. It will eventually become a
mustard tree where birds and small animals can take
refuge from the sun and rain.
Dear fellow believers, we the saved should have
faith that God is our Father. As we harbor holy
desires in our hearts, ask, trust and anticipate based
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on this life-giving faith, then we will become great
people of faith. Then all people will be saved, be
helped and blessed through us. Even though we are
insufficient and meager at the moment, we can
become such blessed people.

Learn and Exercise Faith
Dear fellow believers, practice your faith. Live by
faith. Be united with God’s church and live by faith.
We should learn faith through making a pledge for
the planting of Busan Church. “Dear God, I don’t
have anything to offer. I do believe that you will
meet all my needs. Fill me. I trust in You fully.” We
can make this pledge by faith in such a way. We can
of course live without giving any offerings to the
Lord. But nothing will get better. Try giving by faith.
Then learn faith through this experience.
Trust that God will accomplish all things for you
and start praying. Let’s all learn faith this time

around. Learn faith as you give to the Lord. Once
you experience by exercising your faith, you will be
able to exercise even greater faith next time. You will
gain even more through the faith you have learned.
The Jews do not just give fish to their children but
teach their children how to catch fish. The same is
true for us too. If we learn this faith, we will be
blessed and be able to solve all our problems that
arise in our lives. Therefore, we need to learn this
faith. By making this pledge we will learn faith. Do
you follow me? Do you believe in this? Do you think
you know what faith is?
Genuine faith is not believing in just what you can
see with your eyes. Faith is the base that makes us
pray as follows: “Even though I don’t see anything
tangible, but I believe God will give it to me. I do not
have anything right now, but I believe that God will
meet all my needs.” This also applies to me. When I
pray, “My voice is too soft during the sermon for
people to hear. Please give me a new microphone for
the congregation to hear the sermon without any
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problems. I want a good sound system. I believe you
will give one to me,” then I receive the correct kind
of new microphone.
God said, “Faith is the substance of things hoped
for and the evidence of things not seen.” Faith is to
believe that God will do what you asked Him to do,
when you harbor holy desires, pray and wait. Dear
fellow believers, live by faith. Do you understand? If
you are not healthy, pray for your health and hanker
after these desires to serve the Lord with your healthy
body. Believe that God will make you healthy.
Trusting and praying as you carry on, you will soon
come to realize that you have become healthy. This is
the world of faith.
Teenagers, do you understand? Brothers and
sisters, live by faith. Hanker after holy desires for
God. It will come true just as you had hoped and
anticipated. I want you, young men and women to
have holy desires. And learn faith. When you do
things by faith, God will accomplish things for you.
All you married ladies, have holy desires. God will

accomplish your desires. All married men should
have holy desires as well. God will accomplish them
for you. Brothers and sisters harbor righteous desires
and try trusting in Him. And exercise your faith. It
will benefit your whole life.
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Spend Your Wealth
For the Lord
< Genesis 14:1-24 >
“And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel
king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of
nations, that they made war with Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of
Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king
of Bela (that is, Zoar). All these joined together in
the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). Twelve
years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. In the fourteenth
year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with
him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth
Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their mountain of
Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness.

Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat
(that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of
the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt
in Hazezon Tamar. And the king of Sodom, the
king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went
out and joined together in battle in the Valley of
Siddim against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal
king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five.
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits;
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some
fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains.
Then they took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went
their way. They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s
son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed. Then one who had escaped came and
told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the
terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies
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with Abram. Now when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, he armed his three
hundred and eighteen trained servants who were
born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far
as Dan. He divided his forces against them by
night, and he and his servants attacked them and
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of
Damascus. So he brought back all the goods, and
also brought back his brother Lot and his goods,
as well as the women and the people. And the king
of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of
Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his
return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him. Then Melchizedek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the
priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and
said:
‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your

hand.’
And he gave him a tithe of all. Now the king of
Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the persons, and
take the goods for yourself.’ But Abram said to
the king of Sodom, ‘I have raised my hand to the
LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven
and earth, that I will take nothing, from a thread
to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything
that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made
Abram rich’—except only what the young men
have eaten, and the portion of the men who went
with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their portion.’”

War Broke Out among the Kings in
the Land of Canaan
When Abraham entered Canaan there already
were many kings in that land. In these ancient times
there were many tribal kings, and the land of Canaan
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was inhabited by several tribes. Like the United
States, various ethnic groups were cohabiting in that
land. And amongst these various kings,
Chedorlaomer was the most powerful king. So the
other kings paid him tributes as his subjects, but a
number of these tribes joined together and rebelled
against Chedorlaomer, the king of Elam. War broke
out amongst the kings in the land of Canaan as a
result of this.
Drawn into this war, Abraham’s nephew Lot was
captured as a prisoner of war. His wife and children
were also taken captive, and he was deprived of all
his possessions. When the king of Sodom went into
that war, Lot could not avoid but being drawn into
the war as he was living in the land of Sodom.
Because he was a subject of Sodom, he had to go into
this war with its king, and when they lost this war, he
and his entire family were taken captive.
The Bible writes that when Abraham heard about
this, he took 318 men who were raised in his house to
pursue these captors, he divided his forces into two

and attacked the enemy troops from both sides,
destroyed them in the battle, and recovered all that
had been lost, including his nephew, his wife,
children and his possessions, and all the other
captives as well. From this passage we can see how
people at that time were living in small tribes. When
we look at how Abraham was able to defeat these
captors with just 318 men and recover what had been
lost, we can see how small the tribes were back then,
and how they were all living in close proximity.

Even Though Lot Was Rescued by
Abraham, Lot Left Him Again
Lot’s life was spared thanks to his uncle Abraham.
Yet despite this, Lot returned to the land of Sodom.
Even though he was saved by Abraham, he still went
back to that land of Sodom; this shows just how
foolish he was. Fools do not know that they are in
fact fools. This was an excellent opportunity for Lot
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to leave that land of sin, and if he had followed
Abraham, he could have preserved his salvation and
lived in prosperity doing righteous work, but he
rejected this opportunity. It is written, “Then one
who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew,
for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre the
Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and
they were allies with Abram” (Genesis 14:13). The
descendants of a certain people were allies with
Abraham and they were protected by him. Because
they were subjects of Abraham, they were able to
share God’s blessings that Abraham received. Lot
however was unable to experience this even though
he received the remission of his sins.
When Abraham returned after rescuing Lot and
his family, the Bible tells us that, “The king of Sodom
went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is,
the King’s Valley), after his return from the defeat of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him.
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread
and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.”

Melchizedek the king of Salem then blessed
Abraham, and gave glory to God, and received a tithe
from Abraham. This shows us that there already was
a priest. Referring to this priest named Melchizedek,
the Book of Hebrews writes that Melchizedek the
priest had no human genealogy (Hebrews 7:3), so
this Melchizedek refers to none other than Jesus
Christ. There will be another opportunity to address
this issue later on.

Abraham Knew the Ulterior Motive
of the King of Sodom
The king of Sodom said to Abraham, “Give me
the people, and take the goods for yourself.” When
reflecting upon this, we can see that the king of
Sodom was a very wicked man. He was living with
Lot. Abraham had rescued his nephew Lot and all the
Sodomites that had been taken captive, and he had
also recovered all their goods. But the king of Sodom,
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after waiting said, “Give me the persons, and take the
goods for yourself.” He said this because he could
attack Abraham later on if he had enough manpower.
Therefore, we can describe him not only as an evil
man but also as a very cunning one.
If the king of Sodom drew everyone to himself
and attacked Abraham, he could become the most
powerful king in Canaan. It was because Abraham
defeated Chedorlaomer who had prevailed over all
other kings. The king of Sodom was trying to play
both ends against the middle. By taking all the people
for himself and giving only the goods to Abraham,
the king of Sodom could mobilize his forces against
Abraham at some point in the future and defeat him.
It is written here that Abraham declined this offer
which was made by the king of Sodom, lest he hear
people saying that the king of Sodom made him rich.
He only set a portion aside for the 318 men who had
gone to war with him. Other than this, he refused to
accept even a sandal strap. He said to the king of
Sodom, “I will not live on this land thanks to your

generosity, nor will I live as your subject.”

Abraham Was a Man of Great Faith
This event shows what a man of great faith
Abraham really was. With so much plunder, most
people would have gladly taken it when offered.
Abraham could have become the wealthiest man in
the land of Canaan. Together with his allied kings,
Chedorlaomer had defeated all the other kings and
plundered their wealth, and so Abraham could have
taken the spoils of that war to make himself
extremely rich. All these goods were offered to
Abraham, but he refused to accept them, saying to
the king of Sodom that he would not accept even a
sandal strap from him. When we look at how
Abraham had no interest at all in the spoils of this
war, we can see just how spiritual he was.
Abraham was a man of faith and a spiritual person.
In other words, he was interested in the soul rather
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than material possessions. He was not a man swayed
by wealth. Wealth did not dictate his life, nor did it
make him happy. He thought of material possessions
only as a gift from God, and he did not make it to be
everything of his life, nor did he worship wealth as
his god. For most people it is extremely difficult to
be so indifferent to wealth. It’s next to impossible
unless one is a spiritual person. Seeing is wanting.
For most people, once they lay their eyes on
something, they become greedy and take it for
themselves. They make it theirs no matter what. And
when their possessions increase, they end up
worshiping these possessions as their gods. Abraham,
however never allowed this to happen. In complete
contrast to such people, he was not interested in
wealth nor was he greedy.
Even though God had blessed Abraham and given
him so much wealth, and with so many servants, and
so much material prosperity, Abraham never stopped
calling on the name of the Lord God, nor did he ever
stop following Him. We can see here just how

broadminded Abraham was, how he was truly a man
of faith, how his eyes were set solely on God, and
how faithfully he followed the Word of God.
The scheme of the king of Sodom was completely
undermined when Abraham declined his offer.
However, Abraham’s nephew Lot went to the king of
Sodom. He is such a fool. Even though Abraham was
so powerful and strong that the king of Sodom feared
him, and he was so prosperous that he had no less
than 318 servants raised in his house, Lot returned to
the king of Sodom instead of following his uncle.
Abraham by then was so powerful that he had
hundreds of trained servants ready for war. And
when a war did break out, he divided his forces into
two as exercised before and easily defeated all the
enemies.

Abraham Did Not Follow Mammon
Like this, Abraham was not someone unprepared.
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We can confirm this from the fact that he had
prepared an elite force of 318 men. Chedorlaomer
was a brave king who had defeated the allied armies
of no less than four tribes, and although it was
because of God that Abraham prevailed over him,
this victory also came because he had prepared his
well-trained forces.
It’s very important for us grasp here that Abraham
did not follow Mammon. Those who follow after
Mammon cannot do any spiritual work. Those who
are completely beholden by materialism have an
extremely narrow sight. In time, their bodies and
minds will be completely destroyed by Mammon.
This has happened to many people. The so-called
Evangelicals have also turned into denominationalists
buried under Mammon, and they have built their own
wealth. The Lord has given us the riches of the world
so that we would manage them as His stewards and
use them for the gospel, and not to worship it. God
has given us everything so that we would rule over
all creation and prosper, but material prosperity

cannot be our god. One’s pursuit of Mammon can
only result into one’s own destruction.
How about Lot then? In complete contrast to
Abraham, Lot followed Mammon. The king of
Sodom must have distributed the spoils of the war.
That’s why Lot followed him, lured by these spoils.
Would this carnal man have followed the king of
Sodom if this king did not have anything? No, Lot
nevertheless returned to the land of Sodom because
that’s where his wealth was. Like this, Abraham and
Lot were completely different people. Even though
both men were righteous men who had received the
remission of their sins, one loved Mammon so much
that he devoted himself to accumulating even more
wealth, while the other man did not take possession
of wealth even when he had a chance to do so.
God blesses those who follow His Word and
whose faith transcends everything in this world, and
God bestows them with material and spiritual wealth,
both these blessings of the fertility of this earth and
the blessings of Heaven. It is these types of people
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who can become forefathers of faith. Those who
believe in the Lord God as their God and follow only
this God—it is such people whom God blesses.
It is written, “For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34). We are prone
to be attracted by the wealth of this world, and this
will indeed happen to us if we mismanage our
priorities. Everyone has a greedy heart, and unless
one controls it, they will end up pursuing only wealth.
However, money is something that we should
manage; it is not something that can protect us or
bless us. It can never do this. If you are rich, you
should spend your riches for God; you should never
tremble over money and put it up high on the
pedestal to be worshipped as your god.

If You Follow Mammon,
Your Life of Faith Will Be Over
Even for the people of faith, the pursuit of

Mammon results into their destruction. Those who
seek after their own glory, fame and wealth may
appear to follow God for a while, but in the end, they
ultimately give up their lives of faith. They end up
like Lot, who followed God only for a short while
and gave up eventually.
Most people do not follow God if they should
become millionaires. In my seminary years, most
classmates said that they would not carry on with the
Lord’s work if God gave them a lot of riches. Many
of them said that they would rather serve God as
elders. They said they were at the seminary because
they had no other options. Many pastors would give
up their ministry immediately if they suddenly
became rich.
I cannot stand to see money sitting by idly.
Whenever I have money, I think about where to
spend it. In other words, whenever I have any money
I always think about spending it for the gospel. If you
don’t spend money and save it, it will obviously
multiply. It’s quite exciting to watch your savings
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grow. It surely would be exciting to watch your
savings grow from $10,000 to $100,000 and from
$100,000 to $500,000.
However, even if you have a million dollars, what
use is it? Even if you have $10 million, what good
does this money do for you? Is this really a large
sum? Several hundred thousand dollars may seem
like a lot of money, but it really is not that much.
Once you spend that money, you will see that it does
not mean much. Besides, can money protect us? You
can’t do anything with money alone. What’s
important is for what and in whose service your
money is spent. Money needs a good owner to be of
any use. Only then can it be spent for a good cause
rather than just sitting in a safe place. Like
everything else, money must also be spent well.

The Bible Says That the Love of
Money Is the Root of All Evil
If you seek after only money, you can never
follow after God. Yet it’s in human nature seek after
and to find comfort in money. If one lives in a big
house, has a nice car, and runs a prosperous business,
he ends up becoming complacent. Even among those
who claim to be working for the gospel, there are
shallow people who follow after money. Instead of
doing God’s work, they are busy with their own
businesses. There is a certain pastor in Gangneung
who lives in a huge and magnificent mansion. But his
congregation has to gather in a tiny church building
for worship service. And there are only a few
churches in his denomination. Even though he has
been ministering there for 20 years, there are only
three affiliated churches. What’s more, there are
hardly any ministers in these churches. This shows us
just how this pastor in question does not work to
expand the Kingdom of God nor invests any
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resources into this endeavor. He is happy so long as
his own house and church prosper. When he holds a
spiritual retreat, he holds it in his own church. He
does this because he is greedy.
I once invited this pastor to dinner when he visited
Chuncheon, and I showed him our church at his
request. Our church at that time was very busy
preparing to publish some books. Seeing this, the
pastor told me that he was also planning to launch a
literature ministry, and he asked me if I would like to
come under him. Of course, there is no hierarchy
when it comes to preaching the Word of God, and so
it was more than possible for me to serve the Lord
under this pastor. But I said to him first, “Please give
me a tape of your sermon preaching the gospel. I will
listen to your sermon and then decide whether I can
work with you or not. I never judge anyone based on
outside appearance. So please give me a tape of one
of your sermon.” I have never to this day received
any tape from him.
We published our first book before this pastor did,

and then we followed it up with another publication.
By the time several books were published by us, this
pastor had also published one book, and when we
published a monthly magazine, he also began to
publish a monthly magazine. To top it off, he then
wrote another book on the origins of the mythology
of Dangun, the founding father of the Korean nation.
I found out that he was a gifted writer. This pastor
has a huge garden at his home. Whereas we rent our
place of worship, he even had the title to his church
building. At issue here is not how much money this
pastor had or spent; no matter how much money is
spent, it is well spent if it is used for God’s benefit.
The problem was that this pastor did not use his
money for the extension of God’s Kingdom. Like this
pastor, anyone who follows after money cannot do
God’s work. Those who cherish money more than
God cannot spend their wealth for the Lord. They
only spend it on themselves.
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Wealth Is There to Be Spent for the
Work of God
This year we began publishing our monthly gospel
newspapers, and over $20,000 were spent on this
project. If by spending this money the gospel is
spread in Korea, then this money is spent for a
worthwhile cause. Whenever I see anyone who has
some money, I ask him to spend this money to spread
the gospel. If we can lead even just one person to
receive the remission of their sins by spending
$2,000 a month, then this money is worth investing.
Even if we have to sell all our worldly possessions,
the gospel is still worthy of our investment.
Our wealth is for God. It is certainly not just for
our own flesh that we have it. It’s there to be spent
for God. We are living together with God. It is
written, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1
Corinthians 10:31). We eat and drink for the
righteous work of God.

The pastor that I just told you about has also
begun to publish a Christian newspaper. But all that
he is trying to do is just make himself famous and
rich. How do I know this? I know this because he
does not share his gospel newspaper for free. He just
circulates a few copies in his own church and then
puts the rest of it into Christian bookstores for them
to sell it for him. That’s how greedy people behave.
If we have a million dollars, we must invest it all
for the gospel. If we have $10 million, we must
invest it all for the gospel. If we have $100 million,
we must invest it all for the gospel. Whatever money
we have, each and every cent God gives us, we must
invest it all in His work. Is there anywhere in this
world to store our riches? As long as we have a roof
over our heads, a place to preach the gospel, and food
to feed ourselves, the rest must be invested for the
gospel. The saints should invest whatever is left over
making a living, and our ministers and workers
should invest all their material possessions for the
gospel. This is the right disposition to have.
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In today’s Scripture passage we see that Lot was
only interested in amassing his own wealth. At the
beginning, he accumulated wealth by raising a flock,
but God burnt it all by fire on the last day. Because of
his greed, Lot was unable to preach the gospel. Nor
did he have any army. But Abraham’s army grew
into thousands.
Seeing these things, we can see what kind of man
Abraham was. It’s revealed here that God gave
blessings through Abraham, and He was able to work
through Abraham. One’s character is determined
depending on how he uses his wealth. One who uses
his wealth wisely is a true worker of God, and it is by
looking at how one spends his wealth that we can see
clearly if this person is living for the gospel of God
or not. By looking at how one spends his money, we
can see what kind of person he is.
The next trip to Russia will cost us around $7,000.
But I was told that it will take another month to
complete the Russian edition of our first book. It’s
very frustrating to see how slow the work is going. It

should have been completed in a week, but it’s been
dragging on not for seven weeks or even seven
months, but for seven years! This delay shows us
clearly that some of our workers are not fully devoted
to the gospel work, not caring what happens to God’s
work. When asked to do something, such people
pretend to work instead of diligently carrying out that
assigned job. If they were really motivated, they
could have finished the job in a week, but instead
they have been dragging it on for seven years. If this
goes on, Jesus will return to judge before the book is
even out.
As mentioned, it will cost us about $7,000 to go to
Russia, preach the gospel, and share our gospel
books with the people there. But considering
everything it’s all bearable because there is much
spiritual fruit to harvest, many people in Moscow
will receive the remission of sins thanks to our labor.
Even if only one person receives the remission of
their sins for every thousand dollars we spend, it will
be well worth it. Not a cent is wasted. If we really
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think about it, the cost of our mission trip is actually
very low. Our last trip to Bangladesh cost us $3,500,
and our mission trip to China cost us merely $1,000.
When we finally go to Russia, I would like to hold a
great revival meeting. Since we already have an
interpreter ready, and we can always gather enough
people to our revival meeting through our co-workers
in Russia, this dream is still possible.
Money is there to be spent for God and His gospel.
An old proverb says, “Narrow gathered, widely
spent.” Like this saying, money is hard-earned, but
when it is spent, it must be spent on a noble and
worthwhile cause. The fact that Abraham was never
greedy is something that we should all emulate.
Abraham is our father of faith. However, if he had
been greedy and were only interested in
accumulating his own wealth, then he would have
inevitably settled down in one place in the land of
Canaan. Weighed down by his riches, he would not
have gone anywhere else even when God told him to
go.

But Abraham did not do this. He did not take even
a sandal strap from the king of Sodom. He did not do
this because he did not want the next generation to
say that the king of Sodom made him rich. Abraham
refused the offer of this king of Sodom to
demonstrate that it was God who protected him,
blessed him, and made him rich. The people of faith
reject the words of the people of this world. Abraham,
like this rejected the words of the king of Sodom.
In serving the Lord, you and I must always think
about where to spend our money rather than how we
can make it. Before anything else, we must first think
about how we can spend our money for a good cause.
And we must think about how we should follow the
Word first.
In reality, we do need a lot of money. But I
believe that if we work more, God will fill our needs
many times over. I hope and pray that God will give
all of us the same faith that Abraham had.
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We Are God’s Children
Consecrated
From the World
< Genesis 14:1-16 >
“And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel
king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of
nations, that they made war with Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of
Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king
of Bela (that is, Zoar). All these joined together in
the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). Twelve
years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. In the fourteenth
year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with
him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth
Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their mountain of

Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness.
Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat
(that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of
the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt
in Hazezon Tamar. And the king of Sodom, the
king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went
out and joined together in battle in the Valley of
Siddim against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal
king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five.
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits;
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some
fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains.
Then they took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went
their way. They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s
son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed. Then one who had escaped came and
told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the
terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
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Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies
with Abram. Now when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, he armed his three
hundred and eighteen trained servants who were
born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far
as Dan. He divided his forces against them by
night, and he and his servants attacked them and
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of
Damascus. So he brought back all the goods, and
also brought back his brother Lot and his goods,
as well as the women and the people.”

A Korean holiday is around the corner. On this
holiday, our ministers and workers also plan to get
together at Inje Discipleship Training Center for a
much needed break. We have always been busy
serving the Lord, and so we should take advantage of
these holidays to get some needed rest. On these
occasions when families get together to worship their
ancestors and foster family ties, traditional holidays

in Korea are celebrated by pagans, but for the
born-again Christians, these holidays mean no more
than a few days of rest. Spiritually speaking, they are
not to be celebrated. These pagan holidays are for
worldly people to celebrate; but for the righteous
they hold no significance at all other than as days of
rest.
However, whenever a holiday is around the corner,
even we the righteous are prone to think according to
its worldly meaning. As a result we will see our
many shortcomings and our fleshly needs. When
worldly people get together during these holidays,
they try to show off themselves. And we the
righteous also find ourselves displaying fleshly pride
like them during these holidays, even if we did not
have such a desire beforehand. We may also think we
lack many necessities. Our hearts can be troubled like
this on New Year’s Day or even on harvest festival.
Once our thoughts incline towards the flesh, our
orientation in life will turn towards its carnal
direction. We will then see even more shortcomings
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in ourselves, our thoughts will succumb to its
weaknesses, or we will fall into temptation. We
should not let this happen to us.
I said all these things because a holiday is around
the corner, but we the righteous should also make use
of it and get some much needed rest. Since we don’t
often get a break, we need to take advantage of these
holidays. If it is at all possible, it would be ideal for
the righteous to get together and rest. If we rather get
together with sinners, we will just hear them boasting
about what they have or have done, how successful
their children are, how good their sons and daughters
are to them, and so on. Hearing such stories will
tempt us to desire after material things and be greedy
over the carnal things of the flesh. Worldly people
brag about themselves even as they have nothing to
be proud of. However, when seen from a spiritual
perspective, this is not what is important. We have to
know that the righteous are truly successful.
Moreover, even when seen from a carnal point of
view, the righteous are no worse off than worldly

people. It’s only because there are so many more
fleshly people that the righteous feel ostracized. But
the people of faith are self-confident even amongst
these worldly people.

It Is Good for the People of God to
Get Together, Consult with Each
Other, and Rejoice Together
It’s good if we can get together as often as
possible, and it’s even better if we can share our
stories together. No matter how the people of the
world tempt you with their sweet talking, I hope you
will defend your heart and have a nice holiday. Just
as birds of the same feather flock together, sinners
flock with sinners and the righteous flock with their
fellow righteous people. Worldly people are so full of
themselves even as they can’t take care of themselves.
Such specters are repulsive to me, and so I don’t go
to gathering of my relatives during holidays, but I
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wish everyone here traveling for this holiday a safe
and enjoyable trip. Resting is also doing the Lord’s
work, and so I hope you all will get good rest.
I don’t think today’s sermon will go that well,
since you are all probably thinking about getting
together with your families for this holiday, and so I
will make it short.
It’s written in today’s Scripture reading: “Now
when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive,
he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained
servants who were born in his own house, and went
in pursuit as far as Dan. He divided his forces
against them by night, and he and his servants
attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah,
which is north of Damascus. So he brought back all
the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and
his goods, as well as the women and the people.”
Lot, Abraham’s nephew, was living in the land of
Sodom and Gomorra, and war broke out in this tribal
age. There were so many kings in those days. As the
Bible says, “In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar,

Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam,
and Tidal king of nations, that they made war with
Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah,
Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).”
What was the result of this war? The king of
Sodom where Lot was living was defeated. So the
triumphant army kidnapped Lot and plundered
everything, including all his possessions. On hearing
this, Abraham took 318 of his well armed and trained
men and pursued the invaders as far as Dan. With
these workers of God born and raised in his own
house, he took back Lot with all his goods. So
Abraham’s army was the strongest army, since it was
able to defeat all these kings together and take back
the spoils.
Abraham had many trained servants under him. So
when he heard that war broke out and his nephew Lot
was kidnapped and his possessions plundered,
Abraham took these trained men who were born and
raised in his own house, and with these workers of
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God he brought back Lot. This shows us that
Abraham had a tribe of his own. And this tribe had
no less than 318 well trained warriors. Abraham took
these warriors, defeated the invading army and
brought back Lot.
This was a great achievement, since each tribe of
the invading army must have had at least a few
hundred soldiers each. There are about 300 members
in all our churches throughout Korea. None other
than you and I are such workers of God. You and I
are God’s servants and His workers. You and I are
not of those who have gone out and tied themselves
to this world, and been trained according to its
standard, but rather we are of those who have been
raised and trained in the House of God and His
Kingdom, and who have become His workers and
His servants. In short, we are not of those who
belong to this world.
If Abraham had faced his enemy troops head on,
he would have demolished and killed them all.
Abraham not only had faith, but he also had trained

men in his house. Abraham was a very organized
man. The Bible says that thanks to these 318 men,
Abraham was able to rescue his nephew Lot and take
even more goods into possession than what Lot had
lost.

We Are God’s Workers Raised and
Trained in the House of God
I believe from the depth of my heart that not only
I but also you are God’s workers raised and trained in
His House. As God’s workers, I am sure that neither
you nor I will ever tarnish the glory of God by being
defeated by the currents of this world. You and I
must realize and believe that we are God’s workers
raised and trained in His House. In other words, you
must realize who you are. As we carry on with our
lives in this world, all of us must realize what kind of
person we are, where we belong, and what we are set
out to do. If we live in this world without realizing
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these things, we will be defeated by this world. For
you to go into this sinful world and fight your battles,
you must realize what I am saying here without fail.
Only then will you be able to overcome the currents
of this world.
My effort to preach the gospel in Korea has been
limited, and I have instead devoted my attention and
time in spreading the gospel overseas because many
Christian leaders in Korea are too stubborn to listen
to the Word. I am saying this as it is something that
you have to consider this over this coming holiday.
When you meet your family members and relatives,
if what you hear from them makes sense, you can
then agree with them. But an important question still
remains: Where do you belong? Since you belong to
the Kingdom of God, you cannot allow yourself to be
won over by what your relatives say. You meet with
your relatives over the holiday to catch up with them
and to bear witness of the gospel with them. You are,
in essence, going there to do God’s work, and so
rather than being deceived by worldly people, you

must return quickly after doing your work.
Just as God had asked Jonah who he was, we also
must know who we are. We are God’s workers. We
are not those who rejoice by the currents of this
world, to smile at worldly people and receive what
they offer us without a care. When you meet your
relatives who have as yet not been born again, by all
means you should treat them well rather than
provoking ill feelings. But this is purely to preach the
gospel; there is no other reason. After all, is there
anything common that you are able to share with
anyone who has not been born again? I am not just
talking about fleshly things here. Rather, my point is
that such fleshly people do nothing that is righteous.
Like the servants of Abraham, you and I are also
God’s servants raised and trained in the House of
God. You should live by faith with this realization.
On this holiday—and on any other holiday—what
you must keep in mind is that you should never live
in accordance with the currents of this world. We
have our own current to follow. Our current is one
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that preaches the gospel and saves souls.
How can we ever allow our hearts to flow with
those who have not been born again? We can never
flow with them. If we were to side with them, where
would they hear the Word of salvation, the genuine
gospel? Doing so would be akin to killing them with
our own hands.
You and I are the salt and light of the world. If we
were to act fleshly without following the gospel, the
current of God’s Church, and His spiritual guidance,
then we would be forsaking all these lost souls. All of
us must grasp this clearly and live by faith. On this
holiday, I ask you to keep your faith and defend your
heart. At no time should you lose the sight of your
identity as God’s worker. Even if it’s unavoidable for
you to go out into the world and meet with the
non-born again, you must always defend your heart
at least. You must walk by faith; if you otherwise
lose your heart and join in with the world, the
consequences will be disastrous. You must endure all
things by faith. There is so much work to do, from

running our businesses to putting out advertisements,
making banners, managing our website, and
developing excellent waterproofing products.
We have compassion for those who have as yet
not been born again, and so we try to preach the
blessed Word to them, but their hearts have become
so hardened. Sometimes we feel so frustrated that we
don’t want to have anything more to do with them.
However, my fellow believers, it is precisely in times
like these that you must defend your hearts and never
forget the fact that you are all God’s precious
workers.
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The Life of Faith Is
All about Uniting
< Genesis 14:1-24 >
“And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel
king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of
nations, that they made war with Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of
Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king
of Bela (that is, Zoar). All these joined together in
the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). Twelve
years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the
thirteenth year they rebelled. In the fourteenth
year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with
him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth
Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their mountain of
Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness.

Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat
(that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of
the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt
in Hazezon Tamar. And the king of Sodom, the
king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went
out and joined together in battle in the Valley of
Siddim against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal
king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five.
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits;
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some
fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains.
Then they took all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went
their way. They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s
son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed. Then one who had escaped came and
told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the
terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies
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with Abram. Now when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, he armed his three
hundred and eighteen trained servants who were
born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far
as Dan. He divided his forces against them by
night, and he and his servants attacked them and
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of
Damascus. So he brought back all the goods, and
also brought back his brother Lot and his goods,
as well as the women and the people. And the king
of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of
Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his
return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him. Then Melchizedek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the
priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and
said:
‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your

hand.’
And he gave him a tithe of all. Now the king of
Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the persons, and
take the goods for yourself.’ But Abram said to
the king of Sodom, ‘I have raised my hand to the
LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven
and earth, that I will take nothing, from a thread
to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything
that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made
Abram rich’—except only what the young men
have eaten, and the portion of the men who went
with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their portion.’”

Genesis chapter 14 describes Abraham waging
war. The region where Abraham was living at that
time had many kings. Of these kings, Amraphel king
of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king
of Elam, and Tidal king of nations had gone to war
against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of
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Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). So, four
kings fought against five kings. This took place in the
ancient tribal age. It was a time when the political
system was decentralized into small tribes, each with
its own king. So the small area of Sodom had its own
king, and other nearby regions also had their own
kings.
The four kings had been ruled by the five kings
and paid tributes to them, serving them for twelve
years. But as these four kings rose up in rebellion
together on the thirteenth year, war broke out. At that
time, Abraham’s nephew Lot had left his uncle and
was living in the land of Sodom, and as a subject of
the king of Sodom, Lot was drawn into the war
against his intention. But because the king of Sodom
lost this war, Lot ended up losing all his possessions,
and along with his family and his servants, he was
taken captive.
Hearing this, Abraham took 318 men raised and
trained in his house and rescued Lot. This is the gist

of today’s Scripture reading. It is about Lot, King
Melchizedek, and the faith of Abraham. From this
passage we make a surprising discovery: Though it
was widely known that Abraham had many workers,
their number reached 318, and Abraham had raised
and trained them as soldiers. And it is also amazing
to see that with these workers, Abraham was able to
rescue Lot’s family and recover his possessions.
Abraham was the head of a tribe. In his days, a tribal
head was a sovereign king over his land. This means
that a single king fought and prevailed over the
armies of four kings and recovered everything that
was lost to them. Abraham had brought back his
nephew Lot, Lot’s wife and servants, and all the
possessions that the five kings had taken.
What is the Bible trying to tell us through this
recorded event, and what should we learn from this
passage? The lesson here is that we must unite with
each other. It is that we must wage our spiritual war
in unity. Abraham did not achieve this victory all on
his own. Likewise, the life of faith is also led in unity,
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and this is the lesson that we should learn from
today’s Scripture reading.
Abraham waged war with 318 men raised and
trained in his house, and he recovered all the stolen
possessions and kidnapped people. Likewise, when it
comes to you and me serving the Lord, we have to
realize that it is not by our individual strength that we
serve Him, but we serve Him united together, we
wage war united together, and we save souls united
together. Abraham did not fight the war all by himself.
Instead, he had taken 318 men under his leadership,
divided them into two forces, and attacked his enemies
in unison. On the night of his attack, the enemy troops
were celebrating their victory. The five kings divided
up the plunder amongst themselves, and they
celebrated their win. It’s at this time that Abraham’s
forces attacked them in two prongs. They completely
destroyed the enemy camp and recovered everything
that had been lost.
What can we learn from this account? When you
and I are serving the Lord, we sometimes argue over

who is stronger and who is smarter. This is
particularly typical found in those whose faith is still
immature. That’s how they lead their lives of faith.
And we sometimes see the saints following a
particular individual, just as some early Christians
had fallen into sectarianism by identifying
themselves too closely with one or other particular
spiritual leader (1 Corinthians 3:4-5).
This is wrong. When it comes to leading a life of
faith that serves God, we all must be united as one
body. The body is one, but it has a head, ears, a neck,
arms, legs and a torso. If the legs are despised for
being dirty, wouldn’t the whole body be despised?
They all form one body. There is nothing in our
bodies that’s superfluous. Everything is necessary.
Toes, ankles, knees, waist—all these body parts are
indispensable. An eye should not refuse to deal with
a toe just because it is dirty. All the body parts must
be united, realizing that they are all necessary for one
body.
The same principle holds true when it comes to
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serving God. United with his men, Abraham had
rescued Lot and recovered what he had lost, that is
because Lot was of Abraham’s own people. Abraham
rescued Lot because he was Lot’s shepherd. Likewise,
when it comes to saving souls, we must also lead our
lives of faith just like Abraham.
When we first began our overseas mission work,
there was a great deal of uncertainty over who would
be able to carry out this work. When looking at each
individual, everyone seemed inadequate. There did
not seem to be anyone suitable. However, in carrying
out God’s work to save souls, we all had something
to offer from each of our assigned positions—the
leader provided the overall blueprint and the workers
fulfilled their assigned tasks. That is how we were
able to publish our books and carry on with our
foreign mission work. Like this, it is by uniting with
each other that we are able to serve the Lord, save
souls, fight against Satan, and defeat his servants to
deliver one more soul.

Let Us All Pool Our Strengths
Together and Unite with One
Another According to Each of Our
Gifts and Positions
There are many members in God’s Church. In
carrying out God’s work, these members must all
pool their strengths together to achieve their goals,
each from his position and according to his gift. If we
have trouble pooling our strengths together in our
lives of faith, and we find ourselves too insufficient
to follow the guidance of the Church, it is only
because we are thinking individually, putting
ourselves ahead of everyone else, and trying to lead
our lives of faith on our own. It’s only because you
are trying to do everything on your own that you
think there isn’t much you can do, and it’s for the
same reason that you fail at your goal.
The life is faith is not led individually, but it is led
collectively. It is in this overall unity that we each do
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what is individually possible for us to do according to
each of our gifts. Whatever gifts God has given us;
we must use these gifts and carry out each of our
tasks, wage war in unity, and work to save souls in
unity. Like this, your life of faith is led united with
your fellow saints, not on your own. No matter how
insufficient you and I may be, we can achieve our
goals if we are all united, pooling our strengths
together to serve the will of God. Even though it is
impossible for us to carry out God’s work
individually, it is more than possible if we are united
and pool our strengths together. In short, the life of
faith is all about pooling each of our strengths
together to serve the will of God in unity.
This principle can be applied to every aspect of
our evangelical effort to save as many souls as
possible regardless of where they are. In trying to
preach the gospel, all of us labor in many shapes and
forms. For instance, some of us befriend people to
introduce our ministers to them; others even baby-sit
for them while they are listening to the gospel; still

others pray for them so that they would believe in the
genuine gospel; and once they accept the gospel,
some of us work hard to nurture them and protect
them from false prophets. This is the same as pooling
resources together to rescue our own people that have
fallen into the hands of our enemies. It is the
principle of doing God’s work. Like this, the work of
saving souls must be done in unity. Such is the lesson
God is teaching us through Abraham’s deeds.
Although it may seem as though God focused on
individuals such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God
is showing us, teaching us, telling us, and lecturing
us that it is neither by individual strength nor by
individual faith that you and I can fulfill God’s will
to spread the gospel and save souls, but this is
achieved only by uniting our faith and our strengths.
The same principle applies to every spiritual work.
When we look at each of our individual selves, it’s
simply impossible for us to do our Lord’s work and
save souls until the day He returns. If we were left on
our own are we not capable of taking care of
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ourselves. Human nature is such that we cannot even
prevail over our own thoughts and our own
weaknesses, and we are prone to be defeated in our
struggle against ourselves. However, even though we
may be such fragile and insufficient beings, if we
accept the will of God and pool our strengths
together, then we can fulfill God’s will and serve
Him faithfully. We must grasp this truth. When we
are left alone, are we not all weak? Of course we are.
But even though we are weak and powerless, if we
accept the will of God and pool our strengths
together to carry out God’s work of saving souls,
then we will triumph like Abraham.
Why were the four kings unable to defeat
Abraham’s forces? Could Abraham have won the
battle if he had launched a frontal assault during
daytime? Even if we assume that Abraham’s forces
were well-trained while the armies of the four kings
were poorly trained, could Abraham have prevailed
over them so easily, given the fact that there were no
less than four tribal heads with four accompanying

armies? This passage implies that no matter how
powerful any worldly organization is and how weak
we are, if we are united together around the Lord and
follow His Word, then we can prevail over it despite
our insufficiencies. Even though you and I are weak
and inadequate, in other words, if we pull our
strengths together, accept His will, and wage our war
for one purpose, then we will be able to save souls,
fulfill the will of God, and triumph. That is why no
life of faith should be led individually, but
collectively together. In other words, we must pool
our strengths together. This means that rather than
falling into a slump and resigning to failure by saying,
“What can I do?” you should rather be united with
your fellow saints in one purpose.

Now Is the Time to Do God’s Work
Now is not the time to feel lethargic. It’s a time
for us to work diligently. It’s a time when all of us
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must work energetically. Rather than falling into our
own weaknesses, we ought to carry out God’s work.
If you can’t do this alone, then you must do it
together with your fellow saints. God’s work must be
done in unity. For instance, Deacon Lee once
suggested to me that it would be better to have a few
more people correcting the draft copies of our books
than just doing it all by himself. Since he had
finished correcting them all, I told him to give them
to others in the Church to let them take a look at the
copies as well. So Evangelist Hah examined the draft
copies and made a few corrections as he found some
mistakes. When he told me about it, I commended
him for it. And this is how all of us ought to be
united in our ministry.
Let me draw an analogy to baseball. If the starting
pitcher does a good job for most innings and another
pitcher is brought in later on to preserve the winning
scores, the team will win the game. I am like the
starting pitcher, and the relief pitcher and the
finishing pitcher are brought in later to win the game.

We need more workers to proofread and correct the
draft copies to ensure that all our books are error-free.
Though it’s very hard, it’s doable if we are united.
Recently we have been receiving various
questions from an American reader who has read our
books. This person asked, “I have read the books that
you kindly sent to me, and I have discovered a few
interesting points about the concept of the baptism of
Jesus. Could you explain to me about the relationship
between the baptism that I have received and the
baptism of Jesus Christ?” The second question was,
“How can we claim to be righteous when we commit
sin every day?” The third question was, “What is
John’s baptism of repentance?” The fourth question
was, “Do you not think that considering the baptism
of Jesus as the sign of salvation is rendering His
Cross irrelevant?”
Like this, foreigners are also asking similar
questions that Korean Christians have asked us.
Amongst these questions, there also are many
dubious inquiries. The fifth question asked by this
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American reader demanded us to show him the
statement of our faith, so that he could also believe.
He continued on to ask, “Can you send me more
explanations on the faith of the gospel of the water
and the Spirit?” And questions continued on: “Which
Scripture passage shows that the Apostles placed a
great deal of importance on the baptism of Jesus?”
“Apart from your emphasis on Jesus’ baptism, what
is written in your books is what I have already
believed all along. So how is the gospel of the water
and the Spirit different from my faith?” “If the gospel
of the water and the Spirit is correct, then the
salvation of the robber on the cross is impossible
because he did not profess his faith in Jesus’ baptism.
How can you explain this case?”
These are ordinary questions that can be often
asked by anyone who has heard the gospel of the
water and the Spirit for the first time, but some of
them are absurd. I thought that I should answer them.
So I asked Rev. Lee to post a Q&A section on the
Internet. But when I looked at some of the answers, I

felt that there was something missing. So I asked him
stop and post new answers. And I also asked all the
pastors in our Churches in Korea to send me every
plausible question. I then sent my answers to these
questions to Pastor Shin. These questions and
answers were then all edited and posted on our
website. Although the Q&A section is not exhaustive,
I am sure that most questions are answered. We plan
to turn them into a supplement and include them in
the revised edition of our first book.
Our work must be carried out in unity. In the past,
I used to do everything by myself. But now, all of us
must work together. By myself, I cannot pay enough
detailed attention to every aspect of our ministry, but
we can do a much better job if we are united and
share the burden, with each of us doing his part. We
must work in unity. We must serve the Lord united
together. If you try to do too much on your own, you
cannot succeed. That’s why we have broken down
our work into different parts. Some people take care
of editing the books; others take care of printing, still
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others take care of posting e-books. Recording my
sermons and transcribing them from the audio tapes
are also done separately. The same goes for praying.
Everyone has a particular responsibility to take care
of.

We Have Learned That Anything Is
Possible If the Righteous Are United
How should one lead his life of faith? Though we
are weak individually, we are strong if we are united
as one. We can achieve anything by believing in the
will of God. You must grasp that this is what your
life of faith is all about. By yourself, you are too
inadequate. This is also true for our ministers. If each
branch church is not united together, and if pastors in
each region go their own way to raise and spend
money rather than uniting with all our Churches in
Korea, then nothing will be achieved. It is doubtful
that such a church can even survive, since its

evangelizing effort will not bear any fruit. But what
happens when we preach the gospel in unity? We
hold a revival meeting once a month in our branch
Churches on a rotating basis. Once the speaker has
been decided on, he goes to that Church that’s
holding the revival meeting to preach the Word, and
the saints there prepare for it. Then the speaker
preaching the Word is energized, and we are also
energized while
listening to the Word.
Evangelization is made possible because we are
united.
Our united faith is the origin of our strength.
Abraham took 318 men raised and trained by him,
divided them into two battalions, destroyed the
enemy troops by attacking them from both sides, and
brought back Lot, his family, and his possessions.
What does this tell us? Does it mean that we should
literally wage war? No, it teaches us that by uniting
with his workers, Abraham achieved what was
impossible to achieve if he did it by himself. It’s
because they were united that they won the war. This
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is the power of our united faith. God is telling us that
we must fight united together, for our unity is the
source of our strength. This teaching applies to all
our branch churches in Korea. If each member
Church of The New Life Mission tries to spend its
financial resources individually rather than pull
together, nothing will be achieved. To achieve
anything in this context, we would have to commit
frauds as some other denominations do. However,
this is not the way we work, for we are solely
interested in the gospel, and this is why we are able
to rise up to any and all challenges.
My fellow believer, the gospel is being spread
because you are serving the gospel from each of your
assigned positions, praying to the Lord and serving
Him with your money, strength and time. However,
you should also realize the power of unity. You need
to realize that your life of faith is led properly only
when you are united with your fellow saints. You are
insufficient by yourself. There is not that much that
you can do by yourself. When playing soccer, your

team does not win the game just because you are a
good player. Even the best striker is useless unless he
is a team player. Sunhong Hwang, a Korean soccer
player in Japan, was selected as one of the best
strikers of this year. But while he was playing in the
Korean soccer league, he did not perform that well.
That’s probably because he did not have much
support from his teammates. But in his new team in
the Japanese league, he found his teammates doing
their best in each of their positions, and so he could
concentrate on his role as a striker for his team. And
that’s why he is considered such a great player in the
Japanese league.

You Need to Change the Very
Concept of Your Life of Faith That
You Had Until Now
When playing soccer, it’s no fun without scoring
goals. It’s fun to play soccer only when you can score.
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Focusing exclusively on mounting an iron-clad
defense is not that exciting. While it obviously makes
no sense to deliberately allow the opposing team to
score, it’s more exciting when the other team brings
some challenge to the game. We watch and play
soccer to find some excitement to relieve us from our
everyday stresses.
However, it is not to show off our own strength
and patience that we serve the Lord and lead our
lives of faith. Rather, we are leading our lives of faith
in order to fulfill the Lord’s will. That is why we
must be united. Even when it comes to soccer, a team
can win only if its players are united. We can
successfully reach our objectives only if we pool our
strengths together. Our lives of faith are all about
pooling our strengths together to fulfill the will of the
Lord. I admonish you to change the very concept of
your life of faith. If you are all by yourself, you can’t
help but waver back and forth. However, even
though you are so fickle on your own, if you really
want the gospel to be spread on this earth, and if your

heart and faith is united with your fellow saints, then
you will be able to achieve great works that is
impossible to achieve all on your own, and then it
will be possible for the will of God to be fulfilled.
The lesson to learn from Genesis chapter 14 is
unity. I am convinced that no life of faith is led by
one’s own merit alone. Some ministers complain
when their desired task is assigned to someone else,
but when they are actually entrusted with that task,
some of them become arrogant. The task is then
removed from that minister. Evangelist Jung has
turned bald because of the stress coming from his
responsibility to take care of our book printing
process. It took us no less than a hundred sample
prints to get the pink color printed in the cover page
of our first English book. This happened because the
color that we chose did not turn out the same when
the sample cover came out. I was told that when the
final printing was completed, the color will actually
come out just fine, but I refused to accept it. I insisted
on having a perfect sample. So the cover was printed
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again. The owner of the printing shop then said that
the proper color will show when the book is actually
printed, saying that the difference in color tone was
due to the fact that it was not the final copy. But even
so, I still insisted that this was not acceptable. So
Evangelist Jung, who was in charge of this task, was
under a great deal of stress, and that’s probably why
he lost some of his hair. He once told me that his
heartbeat would jump up whenever I called him,
thinking that I had something to complain about and
he would have to deal with the printing shop owner
again. Yet despite all the stress that I gave him, he
still did everything I asked from him and relayed all
my requests to the printing shop owner.
Evangelist Jung is a bright man, and he was a
good worker while he was still working at a company.
He was a competent and skilled worker for his
company, but he quit his job and started to do God’s
work full-time. Even though he had been recognized
for his highly competent skills, he now had trouble
with this printing job, and so in self-doubt he wanted

to quit his full-time ministry. But I persuaded him
otherwise and he continued on with his work. Any of
our ministers can do the job properly if they would
just do what they are told to do. They are replaced
only because they do not do what they are told to do.
Anyways, the cover art of the first book was printed
as it was seen in the original design because
Evangelist Jung obeyed me. Now Evangelist Jung
says that it was so difficult because he had too much
of his own thoughts. He told me that it would have
been ok if he did what I asked him to do from the
beginning, but he thought that he should try different
things.
You also should do what you are asked to do
rather than insisting on your own thoughts. When I
make a decision, I think about it for several days. If
someone changes in less than a minute what took me
several days of deliberation to decide, I would like to
say to that person, “Why don’t you just decide it for
yourself? Am I not the head of this gathering? Even
if I am not so smart, you should do it as I have
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decided so.” Fortunately, Evangelist Jung did not
object to my decision, and the cover art was printed
beautifully as a result. It was achieved by uniting.
And the book cover was well-received by our readers.
Even though it seemed as though the sampling color
was the same as the original design, a tiny difference
could develop into a big difference. The color could
change gradually while going through several
reprints, and so it was very important to have the
right color from the very beginning.
You need to realize here just how important it is
for all of us to be united. Every life of faith must be
led in unity with the Church, and you must learn how
to unite with your fellow saints. Your life of faith is
not led on an individual basis. Whatever you do
individually, it is all about doing your part to achieve
a greater objective—that is, it is done to ultimately
achieve a greater purpose. This is what unity is all
about. Had Abraham not fought in unity, he could not
have secured his victory; likewise, without unity we
cannot achieve our goals.

In Unity We Struggle Less to Achieve
Our Victory
My fellow believers, are you struggling with your
lives of faith? If you are united with your spiritual
leader and your fellow saints, you will not struggle.
You will in fact achieve much more. Would you be
able to lead your life of faith until the day the Lord
returns if you go on your own individual way?
Would this be possible? No, it’s impossible. Just as I
must unite myself with the will of the Lord, so must
you also be united. No matter how insufficient you
may be, you can become an exemplary believer if
you are united with the Lord. Do you grasp this?
Everything we have done so far is done in unity. Are
we not spreading the gospel with the money that we
raised in unity through our pledge offerings? Like
this, small efforts are pooled together to produce a
great strength. Everything requires unity. Everything
must be done in unity.
In fact, whether we are talking about businesses,
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companies, churches, life of faith, or spreading the
gospel of God, all will fail without unity. With unity,
everything will be achieved. A failed business goes
bankrupt because of the lack of unity. It fails because
the employer and employees all do their own
individual things. All that’s needed for a company to
succeed is for the management and workers to be
united and pool their strengths together. The same
goes for countries. For a nation to succeed, it needs
unity between its leaders and its people. But without
unity, no country can succeed no matter how great its
president or citizens are. Unity is indispensable.
The Japanese are said to be one of the best citizens
in the world. The German people are also considered
good citizens. The unique characteristic of good
citizens is found in their unity. It’s said that to revive
their economy after the end of World War II,
Germans did not spend a matchstick to light up their
cigarettes unless there were more than five smokers
gathered together. That’s how they reconstructed
their economy to build today’s Germany. That’s how

great the power of unity is.
South Korea also went through rapid economic
growth. This was in part due to the unity of the
Korean people instilled during the presidency of Park
Chung Hee under his strong leadership. Although
President Park remains a historically controversial
figure in Korea, criticized by some as a brutal
military dictator and praised by others for laying the
groundwork for Korea’s rapid development, it is
widely recognized that the economic policies pursued
under his presidency were critical to Korea’s
successful industrialization. Everyone was united in
this endeavor to pull the country out of its grinding
poverty. The whole nation worked with the single
focus to improve the livelihood of its people, and it’s
out of this determined unity that the Korean
economic miracle was born.
However, after the death of President Park, this
unity of the Korean people began to break down, and
the nation faced difficulties as a consequence. The
presidents that followed Park did not foster unity. Yet
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when times of crises came, Koreans were once again
uniting. When our country was thrown into a
financial crisis in 1997 and had to seek IMF
assistance, ordinary Koreans sold their gold to pay
back foreign debts. That is how great the power of
unity is. Even though we the righteous are
individually weak, we are strong if only we are
united.
Unity is absolutely indispensable to carry out
God’s work. Jesus Christ is our Commander, and
everyone else must be united with Him. If we are all
united together from each of our positions, then we
will be able to overcome this world and save the
souls that are lost in it. The Church needs unity, just
as our lives of faith need unity. If we unite ourselves
with what the Church is doing and partake in its
endeavors, then many souls will receive the
remission of their sins and reach salvation. If, on the
other hand, we fail to unite ourselves with the Church,
then we will all perish. Without unity we will fail,
but with unity we will prevail. That is how strong the

power of unity is. Repeat after me: “The life of faith
is all about unity.”
I am absolutely convinced that even though you
are weak, if you are united with what the Church is
doing, then despite your insufficiencies, you will be
able to be used by God as His precious instrument
and receive His blessings. However, you should also
realize that no matter how smart you may be, unless
you are united with the Church, you will perish. He
who is united with the Church’s endeavors is the
strongest. You all have certain tasks that God has
entrusted to you. By faithfully carrying out these
tasks is being united with the Church. That is the
purpose of your life. My fellow believers, your faith
and competence will grow only if you are united with
what the Church is doing, even though you may not
be that strong. First of all, you must unite your heart
with the Church.
Unity entails that you to do what your
predecessors of faith ask you to do. Like everyone
else, whatever I do, I do it all for the Lord. It is done
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by faith. You don’t unite depending on your
circumstances. Rather, you unite with the Church
based on the sole passion to spread the gospel. Your
decision to do work in union with the Church should
not depend on whether this work will be achieved or
not. The same goes for your trust in the Church. To
believe that God’s Church is the best among all the
churches in the world is the proper faith that enables
you to be united with the Church. This is unity.
Do you now realize just how important unity is?
As I carry on with my ministry, I know very well that
it is not done all by myself. How could I do
everything by myself? If I am sharing the gospel with
someone, all I can do for several hours is just that.
Likewise, when I come to lecture in class at the
Mission School, that’s all I can do. It’s impossible for
me to do two things at the same time. Our ministry
can succeed only if each and every department is in
unity. We all must work for the Lord in unity. It is
because of this unity that the gospel is spread and the
will of the Lord is fulfilled on this earth. Unless we

are united, the will of the Lord will not be achieved
on this earth no matter how great our faith may be.
The Lord does not work through just anyone, but
He works through those who have united their hearts
with Him. God fulfills His will through those who
carry out His work in unity. Unity is absolutely
indispensable. If you and I are united, we will have
greater power and we will be strengthened even more.
If, on the other hand we are not united, then we will
inevitably perish in our weaknesses and
insufficiencies. Even though we profess that we are
dead in Christ, but the truth is we would be still alive
and end up living every day buried in ourselves.
God has given us united faith. When you realize
this after receiving the remission of your sins is when
you have become mature in your faith. Are you
united with God’s Church? With what are you
united? I admonish you to unite yourself with what
the Church desires. The Church entrusts you with
work and asks to carry it out. Fulfilling this task is
what unity means. Praying for the same subjects that
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the Church is praying for is unity. Serving the Lord,
spreading the gospel, gathering together, seeking the
will of the Lord—all these things are unity.
Even though you are insufficient as an individual,
all that you have to do is to faithfully carry out your
entrusted task, follow the Church’s endeavors in
unity, and pray. It’s not that hard is it? No matter
what your individual circumstance may be, no
hardship is insurmountable so long as you are united
with the Church. This is not done by your own
individual power. Don’t you sometimes think that
you are too inadequate to reach your goals? Indeed, it
is by uniting with the Church that you can be used by
God. All that’s required is that you do whatever
pleases the Lord. Look only towards the will of the
Lord without being too conscious of what others may
think. Even though you all have your individual
characteristics, every life of faith is invariably led by
uniting with the Lord.
Even though I am insufficient, I do what God has
entrusted me to do, and in this way I carry out God’s

work until the day His will is fulfilled.
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Abraham Followed God
Instead of the Flesh
< Genesis 14:17-24 >
“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him
at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley),
after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him. Then
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he
blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And
blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered
your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a
tithe of all. Now the king of Sodom said to Abram,
‘Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself.’ But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I
have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most
High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I

will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap,
and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest
you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’-except
only what the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men who went with me: Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.’”
< Genesis 15:1 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’”

We have just read Genesis 14:17 through 15:1 for
today’s Scripture reading.
At that time Lot was living in the land of Sodom.
When war broke out amongst the various allied
kingdoms in the land of Sodom, a certain king named
Chedorlaomer attacked Sodom and plundered all its
goods and took its inhabitants as captives. And
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amongst these captives was Abraham’s nephew Lot.
One of the captives who escaped ran back to
Abraham and told him the news saying to him,
“Many kingdoms including Sodom were defeated.
Lot was also taken captive, and he lost his everything
including all his possessions and his family.”
Abraham then took an army of 318 trained men who
were raised in his house and pursued King
Chedorlaomer all the way to Dan, attacked them and
defeated his army, and brought back not only his
nephew Lot but also his family and all the goods that
he had lost.
It’s not explained in detail how exactly Abraham
trained the 318 men born and raised in his house; the
Scripture only records that Abraham was well
prepared, and that when a crisis broke out, he was
ready and defeated the seemingly invincible King
Chedorlaomer, rescued his nephew Lot, and returned
triumphantly with a great deal of war spoils. This is
the gist of today’s Scripture passage that we have just
read. It shows us that with just a small army of 318

trained men, Abraham was able to attack and defeat
the allied forces that were much larger. It’s quite
amazing how Abraham could prevail over these
strong enemy forces with just 318 men. Abraham’s
victory is likely to have been swift, and it’s because
Abraham loved his nephew Lot and his people that
he could be so courageous like this. He cherished his
people more than anything else.
When Abraham returned from the battle after
defeating King Chedorlaomer and the other kings
who were allied with him, the king of Sodom came
out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh, also known
as the King’s Valley. Of course, the king of Sodom
was not the only person who came out to receive
Abraham. The Bible tells us that Melchizedek also
came out, as it is written: “Then Melchizedek king of
Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest
of God Most High. And he blessed him and said:
‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Creatorr of heaven and earth;
And blessed be God Most High,
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Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’
And he gave him a tithe of all” (Genesis
14:19-20).

The Two Kings Who Received
Abraham
Both the kings of Sodom and the king of Salem
came out to receive Abraham. Let me take a moment
here to explain this king of Salem to you. The name
of the king of Salem was Melchizedek, and God said
that he was the priest of the Most High God.
Referring to Melchizedek, the Book of Hebrews calls
him Jesus Christ. Of course, as a man who
foreshadowed Jesus Christ to come, Melchizedek can
be described as the shadow of Jesus, but at the same
time, he is the actual substance of Jesus Christ
incarnated since the age of Genesis. It is written,
“Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread
and wine; he was the priest of God Most High”

(Genesis 14:18). The author of the Book of Hebrews
addresses the importance of Melchizedek to some
extent, but he came short of fully revealing God’s
profound will, by saying in reference to Melchizedek,
“Of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain,
since you have become dull of hearing” (Hebrews
5:11).
When Melchizedek, symbolizing Jesus who was
to come, brought bread and wine to Abraham and
prayed to God to bless him, then Abraham offered
Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods that he had
brought back with him. What does the bread and
wine that Melchizedek brought here really mean?
They denote the flesh of Jesus Christ and His blood.
This is what Melchizedek brought to Abraham.
Today’s
Scripture
passage
describes
how
Melchizedek blessed Abraham with bread and wine,
but my sermon for today is not about this. So just to
be sure, let me make it clear here that faith in the
bread and wine of Jesus—that is, the water and blood
of the Lord—is absolutely indispensable to all the
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people of faith. Our Lord has saved us all by giving
up His own body and laying down His own life. The
bread and the wine symbolize the work of salvation,
implying that the Lord bore our sins by being
baptized, shed His blood to death on the Cross, and
has through this saved us perfectly. Therefore,
whenever we come across the account of the bread
and wine of the Lord, we can’t help but be grateful to
the Lord for saving us. From this account we can also
realize that no matter what trials may come our way,
our hope must always rest with God, and that God
Himself is the Lord who has blessed and saved us all.
Abraham knew this very well, and that is why the
Bible says that he offered a tithe of all his gains to
Melchizedek.
Now then, let’s compare Melchizedek with the
king of Sodom, the other man who came out to
receive Abraham. How did the king of Sodom
behave towards Abraham? It’s written in the Bible,
“Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the
persons, and take the goods for yourself’” (Genesis

14:21). In reality, the king of Sodom had no right to
say such things. That is because although Lot had
been living in the land of Sodom, he was not a
Sodomite by birth, while the king of Sodom was
responsible for his own defeat. Yet when the king of
Sodom saw the people and the spoils of war brought
back by Abraham, he said to him arrogantly, “Give
me the persons, and take the good for yourself”
(Genesis 14:21).
Now let’s see how Abraham responded to these
words of the king of Sodom. Abraham said to him, “I
have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High,
the Creator of heaven and earth, that I will take
nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I
will not take anything that is yours, lest you should
say, ‘I have made Abram rich’—except only what the
young men have eaten, and the portion of the men
who went with me: Aner, Eshcol and Mamre; let
them take their portion” (Genesis 14:22-24). The
Bible then says in the following chapter, “After these
things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
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vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your
shield, your exceedingly great reward’” (Genesis
15:1). Through these passages, we can clearly see
where the center of Abraham’s heart truly rested.
In the intense vortex of war, Abraham fought and
defeated King Chedorlaomer, the ruler of the most
powerful kingdom of that region. Here we can see
that Abraham, a man of faith was also very strong
physically. The kingdoms had split into two camps
and fought against each other until one side prevailed,
and then Abraham fought that victorious side and
triumphed over it. Could it not then be said that
Abraham was now the king of kings in his days? And
since Abraham had now become the king of kings,
could he not have done anything he wanted to do?
But even though Abraham our father of faith had so
much power, when he heard what the king of Sodom
was saying to him, he simply replied, “I have raised
my hand to the LORD, God Most High, the Creator
of heaven and earth, that I will take nothing, from a
thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take

anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have
made Abram rich’” (Genesis 14:22-23). If Abraham
had taken the goods as was suggested to him, then
the king of Sodom could very well have claimed that
he had made Abraham rich. That’s why Abraham
said to him, “I will not take anything of yours, except
for the portion set aside for the young men who went
into the battle with me.” Put differently, Abraham
was saying to the king of Sodom not to delude
himself into thinking that he was actually making
him rich.
It is written in today’s Scripture passage, “After
these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in
a vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your
shield, your exceedingly great reward” (Genesis
15:1). God had revealed Himself to Abraham who
had forsaken material wealth, and He had clearly
manifested to him that He had now become
Abraham’s God.
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The Center of Abraham’s Heart Was
Rock-Solid
From today’s Scripture passage we can see just
how upright the center of Abraham’s heart was. We
already know that Abraham treasured God’s
righteousness as he believed in God, but here we can
once again realize that Abraham’s heart was entirely
set on God from the very core, and that he was
determined to be blessed by God. From the depth of
his heart, Abraham truly yearned to find God’s help,
flourish in prosperity thanks to God, and be blessed
by God. Abraham offered a tenth of his gains to the
king of Salem, who had prayed for heavenly
blessings for him even though Melchizedek did not
ask for any. In contrast, when the king of Sodom said
to Abraham, “Give me the persons, and take the
goods for yourself,” but Abraham did not keep
anything for himself.
Like Abraham as depicted here, blessed are those
who have truly received the Lord as their own God.

Those who believe that God is their shield and their
great reward—that is, those who believe that God is
protecting them, and that they have found grace from
God—will indeed be blessed by Him. God revealed
Himself to Abraham as his shield and his
exceedingly great reward. The Bible writes that God
walked with Abraham as his own God not just in his
acts, but also in the center of his heart, and that God
blessed him in all things.
What about us then? Is the center of our hearts
standing upright? Do we really desire to be approved
only by God and be blessed by Him alone, having
forsaken all our greed for the world? Of course, even
if the center of a Christian’s heart is placed like this,
it’s not so easy for us to follow this desire in our
actual lives. It’s true that the Bible says, “Blessed is
he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered” (Psalm 32:1). But in reality there are still
many shortcomings in our acts. The critical question
to ask ourselves is this: “Despite all these
shortcomings, do we still yearn from the depth of our
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hearts to be blessed and approved by God?” In other
words, do we have the same faith that Abraham had?
We can verify from the Scriptures that God
blesses those whose hearts are upright through and
through. For us Christians in particular, it’s the center
of the heart that must be upright in God’s sight. As
shown in today’s Scripture passage, Abraham was
upstanding in the center of his heart. There was a
time when Abraham had quarreled with his nephew
Lot over property rights. This happened because Lot
thought that he was unable to become rich because of
his uncle. So Abraham suggested to his nephew Lot
that if he was unhappy, they should go their separate
ways. Lot then left Abraham and went to the land of
Sodom, and Abraham was not happy to see his
nephew departing from him. Abraham chose not to
go to the land of Sodom in obedience to the Word of
God. God then appeared before Abraham right away
and blessed him by saying to him, “Lift your eyes
now and look from the place where you
are—northward,
southward,
eastward,
and

westward; for all the land which you see I give to you
and your descendants forever” (Genesis 13:14-15).
If Abraham’s heart was not upright to its center then
God would not have revealed Himself so quickly to
him, nor would God have bestowed such blessings on
him.
Abraham was blessed by God because the center
of his heart was upstanding before God. Before we
call Abraham a righteous man, we should first
remember the fact that the center of his heart was
upright in God’s sight. Abraham had no worldly
greed whatsoever. If his heart was even slightly
greedy over the things of this world, then he would
have tried to make himself the ruler of that region.
After all, Abraham had single-handedly defeated the
most powerful alliance in that region that no one else
had defeated before, and he could easily have ruled
over those defeated kings and lived a wealthy life just
on their tributes. But Abraham chose not to do so.
Far from it, when the king of Sodom offered him to
take all the goods, but Abraham simply replied, “I
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will take nothing that is yours, not even a thread or a
sandal strap, lest you should say that you have made
me rich. You take all these goods for yourself.” From
these words of Abraham, we can see that he truly
wanted to be rich only in God’s sight, and that he
sought God’s approval alone.

The Lord God Was Abraham’s
Shield and His Exceedingly Great
Reward
Immediately after these things had transpired,
“The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward’” (Genesis 15:1). As
shown here, God revealed Himself to Abraham and
made it known to him that He had become his shield
and his reward.
My fellow believers, to have God as your shield is
in itself a wonderful blessing. As you know very well,

this world is filled with so many dangerous things.
The Bible says that to live in such a dreadful world
with the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. To
know God and ask for His help is the beginning of
wisdom. Anyone who does not seek God’s help
whilst living in this world—that is, anyone who does
not rely on God—is a fool. Abraham indeed relied on
God. And God become Abraham’s shield and reward.
Here all of us should realize that God is looking for
someone whose heart is upright to its center, and that
God works in such people’s lives.
My fellow believers, it’s not because of our own
talents, gifts, or abilities, nor because we have
everything in this world that we are blessed while
living on this earth. Rather, only those whose hearts
are truly upright to its center before God can receive
His blessings. Although people just look at your
outside appearance, God looks at the center of your
heart. Whether God becomes your shield and your
reward depends on whether the center of your heart is
truly upright or not, and this is the truth that God is
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teaching us through today’s Scripture passage.

Let Us Place All Our Expectations on
God from the Depth of Our Hearts
You and I must place all our expectations on God.
Resting our hope on God, we must trust in and rely
on this God for all things, and even though our acts
are full of shortcomings, we must still pray to God,
make our request known to Him, and ask Him for His
help. It’s such people who are blessed by God.
Do you know just how evil and wicked the human
heart really is? When people become even slightly
wealthy, it’s in their human nature to rely on this
wealth rather than on God. That is how easy it is for
the human heart to drift away from God. But
remember this: No matter what you have, even if you
strike it rich overnight, it is far more blessed to rely
on God rather than on this wealth. I admonish you all
to realize that if you rely on God from the depth of

your heart, God will bless you for sure, but if you
instead put all your trust in the things of this world,
then you will find yourself completely helpless when
these things disappear. The heart that trusts in God
relies on Him and fears Him—this is the very heart
that is absolutely indispensable to all of us.
Unless we ensure that our hearts are upright in
God’s sight, it will become useless for us to try to
please Him or to believe in His Word, or to follow
Him in obedience no matter how much we desire to
do so. In contrast, if the center of our hearts is upright,
then it’s only a matter of time for us to get nearer to
the Lord and put on His grace, all thanks to Him. In
other words, even though we may be weak and full of
shortcomings, as long as our hearts are upstanding,
we can still walk with the Lord all the time.
Of course, since we are all living in this sinful
world, it’s highly probable for our hearts to go astray.
However, God will always be with us as long as we
ensure that the center of our hearts is fundamentally
upright. The most important thing for us the believers
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is for our hearts to be oriented towards God. You and
I must look towards God and rely on Him from the
depth of our hearts. I ask you all to realize that if you
open your hearts up to the Lord and revere God—that
is, if you walk towards God unwaveringly—then
God will surely lead you to the good way.
The heart that fears God, the one that is placed in
God is the most important thing to us. What would
happen if we were to lose this heart? It would the
same as losing the most important element of faith. If
we lose our hearts’ love for God, countless sinful
things of this world would come streaming into our
hearts and defile it completely. Instead of God’s
blessings entering our hearts, accursed things would
come in and corrupt it.
Therefore, you and I must always have the center
of our hearts firmly set on God. No matter what
circumstances we face or are shaken, we must ensure
that the center of our hearts is upright at all times by
saying to the Lord, “I want to live an upright life
before You. I want to follow You. Even though I am

so full of shortcomings that I am now being shaken, I
nevertheless still want the center of my heart to be set
according to Your wishes and Your pleasure.”
Always remember that when you confess to God
sincerely like this from the depth of your heart, God
will reveal Himself to you and become your shield
and reward.
As shown here setting our hearts on the Lord is
extremely important for all of us Christians. When
the heart is not standing upright, everything will be
ruined. In contrast, when the center of our hearts is
standing upright, we can all put on God’s grace
despite our many shortcomings. Do you now
understand just how important your heart’s condition
is? All of us should realize here that if our hearts are
not upright, then the consequences of our actions will
not be upright either.
There are some believers who, despite having the
center of their hearts upright, are misunderstood at
first because they are not so good at expressing
themselves. But with the passing of time, everyone
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will be able to see just how upright their hearts really
are. But if the center of your heart is misplaced, then
all your acts will be ultimately judged to be deficient
even if they appear upright outwardly. This is the
way God sees us all. This then means that for our
hearts to follow after God and relying on Him
becomes more important than anything else. All of us
have many shortcomings and weaknesses before the
Lord. Our acts can therefore be upright sometimes
and flawed at other times. But what is extremely
important and indispensable for all of us as faithful
Christians is that we desire from the depth our hearts
to live according to the Lord’s pleasure, to always set
our minds on the Lord and follow after Him no
matter what, and seek His help so that we may follow
Him and live according to His will. So when our
hearts are set like this, the Lord will hold us
steadfastly amid all the temptations of the world so
that we never will drift away from Him despite our
shortcomings.

Let Us Keep Our Hearts Honorable
and Upright as Abraham’s Heart
Abraham was approved as an honorable man
because his heart was upright. His upstanding heart
was demonstrated when he and his nephew Lot
parted company, and is also shown in today’s
Scripture passage. When Abraham’s heart was
upright like this, God manifested Himself to him, and
because Abraham believed in the Lord, God
accounted that to him for righteousness (Genesis
15:6). Abraham indeed kept the center of his heart
upright under all circumstances. That is why it’s been
said to this very day that Abraham was an upright
man before God.
Today, as I continue ministering to God’s Church
before the Lord, I think about the ways in which I
may fail to keep my heart upright. If my mind were
too preoccupied on my possessions, then I would be
an insecure man in this world since I own nothing.
But it’s because I fear God that I live such a frugal
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life; if I were instead to go out into the world to make
a living, I am sure that I could make my ends meet. It
would not be so hard for me to live a comfortable life
in this world, with a house in my name and a car in
my garage. However, I know very well that it’s my
destiny to minister to God’s Church, preach the
gospel, follow the Lord and revere Him in this way.
Moreover, there is a deep-seated desire in the center
of my heart to follow the Lord and serve Him even
amid my poverty. And since the Lord knows this
heart-felt desire of mine, I have every faith that He
will deliver me from all my trials and bless me to
preach the gospel to every corner of the world.
No matter what circumstances we face and what
trials come on our way, you and I must follow the
Lord unwaveringly. We do not seek the Lord just
because we are rich, nor do we deny the Lord just
because we are poor. Instead, we fear the Lord and
this King of the Kingdom of Heaven, and there is no
truth apart from the Lord, the Word of the Lord is the
only Truth, and it’s this just Lord who gives us every

blessing. And we believe with all our hearts that
when we thus follow the Lord, He will become the
shield and the reward for all the saints who fear Him.
We have strong faith that the Lord will bless us all
regardless of our shortcomings.
According to a rabbinic tale, Abraham’s father
Terah was an idol-maker. But despite this, God saw
the center of Abraham’s heart and on account of this
God blessed him. Let me remind you all once again
that after Abraham and his nephew Lot parted
company, and after Abraham returned victorious
from the war, God saw that Abraham’s heart was
upright, and He became Abraham’s shield and
reward because of this.
No matter what kind of person you are, as long as
the center of your heart is upright in God’s sight, His
peace, love, and blessings will always abide not only
with you but also your family, your church and even
in your society. It is therefore absolutely imperative
for you to set your heart upright before God. So I ask
you all to realize here that before attempting to do
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any virtuous deeds, you must first ensure that the
center of your heart is upright. If the center of our
hearts is upright in God’s sight, God will surely lead
us to the way of righteousness, become our shield
and reward us all. If on the other hand, our hearts are
not upright to its center, then the only consequence
waiting for us is our own destruction. Everything will
be ruined if the center of our hearts is not upright. It’s
only because God has been our shield that we have
been able to walk straight before the Lord to this very
day; but without the Lord at our side, we do not
know what terrible things might happen to us.
Abraham faced countless enemies in his life. But
God approved his faith, and on account of this faith
God became Abraham’s shield and his reward. Not
only did Abraham live a happy and blessed life, but
his descendants also lived amidst God’s blessings.
My beloved saints, I am absolutely convinced that
although our number is small, if we set the center of
our hearts upright and follow the Lord, God will
surely reveal Himself to all of us as our peace, our

shield and our reward, and He will bless us all
abundantly. There is no denying whatsoever that
God’s blessings are ours to receive. What inevitably
follows each and every one who has received the
remission of sins is none other than God’s blessings.
These blessings are so precious that they are on a
completely different dimension from any prosperity
that can ever be attained in this world. These
God-given blessings are bestowed only on those
whose hearts are upright to its center. I admonish you
all to realize here that God’s blessings follows only
those who truly believe in God and obey His Word,
just as Abraham who had followed God
unwaveringly, was accompanied by the peace and
blessings of God.
I am so grateful to the Lord that your heart and
mine are upright. But at the same time we should all
be very careful to make sure at all costs that our
hearts do not go astray. Are you still interested in
only your acts rather than your heart? Do you think
that you can act virtuously on your own, believing
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that you can achieve this by yourself? But your
ability to do virtuous deeds means absolutely nothing,
just as your inability to do so means nothing. The
only thing that matters is that the center of your heart
is upright. Remember this is what the Lord actually
wants from all of us, and this is the way to reach the
Truth.
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Abraham’s Faith That
Forsook Material Possessions
< Genesis 14:17-24 >
“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him
at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley),
after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him. Then
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he
blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And
blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered
your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a
tithe of all. Now the king of Sodom said to Abram,
‘Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself.’ But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I
have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most
High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I

will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap,
and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest
you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’-except
only what the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men who went with me: Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.’”
< Genesis 15:1 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’”

The King of Sodom and the King of
Salem
After going into war with 318 trained servants
from his household, Abraham defeated his enemies
and returned triumphantly. After the battle, when
Abraham was returning like a victorious general with
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many people and the spoils of war, two men came
out to receive him. They were the king of Sodom and
the king of Salem. Although both these two kings
went out to welcome Abraham, their attitudes were
very different.
Let’s first look at Melchizedek the king of Salem,
who was appointed by God as an everlasting priest.
When Melchizedek went out to meet Abraham, he
took bread and wine and offered it to Abraham, and
then he blessed him as follows:
“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand”
(Genesis 14:19). In saying these things, Melchizedek
had fulfilled his priestly duty. Abraham then offered
to the king of Salem a tenth of all the spoils of war
that he had brought along with him.
Even before the establishment of the Tabernacle,
the priestly tribe of Levi, and the sacrificial system,
all of which foreshadowed the birth of Jesus Christ,

God raised the king of Salem up here in the Book of
Genesis and called him the king of peace and an
exalted priest. In other words, God raised a heavenly
priest called the king of Salem on this earth even
before the actual establishment of the sacrificial
system, and by doing so He foretold us about the
birth of Jesus Christ beforehand. Like this, God had
already prepared Jesus Christ’s work of salvation to
perfection from long ago.

When Seen from the Dominion of
Faith
The Bible says that Melchizedek king of Salem
was the priest of the Most High God (Hebrews 7:1).
This king of Salem, whom God had personally
appointed to be a heavenly priest even before the
actual establishment of the sacrificial system, refers
to none other than Jesus Christ to come. When we
take another look at today’s Scripture passage based
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on this knowledge, we can clearly realize the Truth
that’s revealed in this Scripture passage. The king of
Salem, who symbolized Jesus Christ, blessed
Abraham by giving him bread and wine, and
Abraham having received this blessing, offered a
tithe of all his spoils to the king of Salem who, as
mentioned, foreshadowed none other than Jesus.
What does this passage really mean? That the king
of Salem, that is, Jesus Christ blessed Abraham with
bread and wine manifests that Jesus Christ has saved
us through bread and wine—that is, through His own
flesh and blood. When we turn to John 6:55, we see
Jesus saying, “My flesh is food indeed, and My blood
is drink indeed.” As I have explained it in detail
before, the flesh of Jesus refers to His baptism, and
His blood refers to the condemnation on the Cross.
Melchizedek, king of Salem and the priest of
Heaven offered bread and wine to Abraham, and
blessed Abraham while praising God. Like
Melchizedek, we can also come into God’s presence
to praise Him and put all our faith in Him because we

believe in the bread and wine of Jesus. In other words,
it’s because we believe that Jesus Christ has saved us
through His baptism and blood that we are able to
praise God and trust Him on account of this faith.
The same is also true for Abraham, our father of
faith. When we think of Abraham, we are prone to
think of him only as someone who had become a
righteous man thanks to God’s unconditional
blessings, but Abraham also became a blessed man of
faith by believing in the salvation of the water and
the blood offered by the Lord. As we see in today’s
Scripture passage, the king of Salem blessed
Abraham with bread and wine. And as Abraham
believed wholeheartedly in the sacrifice of the water
and blood offered by the Lord, he became a righteous
man thanks to Jesus Christ. This implies that
Abraham, the father of faith, also believed in the
same gospel of the water and the Spirit that you and I
believe in now.
Only the priest of Heaven could bless Abraham
like this. Even the king of Israel could not enjoy the
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same privilege as the priest. Only the priest could
bless the people of Israel, asking God to bestow His
benediction on them, and manifesting His glory. In
return for receiving bread and wine from the king of
Salem, the heavenly priest, Abraham offered a tithe
to him. This king of Salem foreshadowed Jesus
Christ, and it is through him that Abraham obtained
benediction and praised God. Let me once again
reiterate here that the king of Salem appearing in
today’s Scripture passage manifests none other than
Jesus Christ.

Abraham Rejected the King of
Sodom Tempting Him with Material
Gains
Someone else received Abraham in a very
different way from the king of Salem, and this man
was none other than the king of Sodom, who can be
described as the king of the flesh. Let’s turn to the

Scripture again. The king of Sodom said to Abraham,
“Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself” (Genesis 14:21). The king of Sodom was
telling Abraham to give all the people whom he had
rescued and take the goods for himself. This may
make sense in worldly terms, but Abraham rejected
what the king of Sodom was offering him and swore
by the name of the Lord that he would take nothing
from him. So Abraham did not take anything from
the king of Sodom, excepting setting aside some of
the spoils for the men who had gone to war with him,
and gave the rest of the spoils back to the king of
Sodom so that he would not be able to say,
“Abraham became rich by taking these spoils.”
What does this passage mean? Even though the
king of Sodom told Abraham to give him the people
and for him to take the goods, Abraham actually took
only the portion of the men who went with him as his
allies. This teaches us that the gospel preachers and
the righteous—that is, we the faithful—should cast
aside all greed for the riches and focus only on the
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soul. It’s when we cast aside our material greed and
run towards the soul that God becomes our shield and
our Shepherd who gives us faith and provides for all
our needs, just as God appeared before Abraham and
said to him, “I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward” (Genesis 15:1).
After defeating four kings, Abraham returned with
a great deal of spoils, but he did not succumb to
greed before all these riches. He clearly rejected the
proposal of the king of Sodom to join hands with him.
And immediately after this, God appeared before
Abraham and gave him the blessings of Heaven,
saying to him, “I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward” (Genesis 15:1). If the Lord’s
followers turn greedy over material possessions, they
cannot truly gain any souls. In contrast, if they cast
aside their greed for the riches of the world knowing
that a soul is far more precious than any riches, then
God will come to them, bless them, and reward them.
Before the war, when conflicts arose between
Abraham and Lot, Abraham told his nephew, “Go

wherever you want to go, and I will go in the
opposite direction to you.” God then had appeared
before Abraham and said to Him, “Lift your eyes
now and look from the place where you
are—northward,
southward,
eastward,
and
westward; for all the land which you see I give to you
and your descendants forever” (Genesis 13:14-15).
According to this Word, Abraham had a chance to
gain a great deal of riches and many people from that
war. And when he returned from the war, the king of
the flesh said to him, “Give me the persons, and take
the goods for yourself.” What would have happened
to Abraham if he had done as was suggested by the
king of Sodom? He would have made himself
vulnerable. If the king of Sodom had taken the men,
and used them to attack Abraham on his way back
home, then Abraham would have been defeated,
since his men would have been too shackled by all
the spoils to defend themselves effectively. Material
possessions are completely useless. But Abraham,
the father of faith, did not take the goods. On the
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contrary, he responded to the king of Sodom with
some very wise words, telling him to take all the
goods. He said this lest the king of Sodom go around
saying that he had made Abraham rich. Even though
there was so much wealth, Abraham showed no
greed whatsoever.
My fellow believers, through today’s account, the
Lord is speaking to us about the preciousness of the
gospel and admonishing us to care about the soul.
Money can come and go—one day we may have it,
the next day we may not, and then the following day
we may find ourselves awash in money again.
Temptations revolving around material possessions,
on the other hand, keep visiting us endlessly, just as
Abraham had continued to face many temptations
promising riches and worldly gains. But Abraham
defeated all these temptations by placing his faith in
God. And we should remember that whenever
Abraham overcame such temptations of material
gains, God appeared before him and blessed him.

What Are You Interested in the
Most: Money or Souls?
We need to ponder carefully here to see where our
interest really lies, whether we are more interested in
money or the soul. What Abraham did in today’s
Scripture passage is very commendable. He had gone
to war against four kingdoms, defeated them all,
plundered their possessions, and rescued prisoners. If
an average man had been offered the same proposal
by the king of Sodom, he would have accepted the
riches in their place to live a wealthy life. But what
would have happened down the road? Since this
person would have only riches devoid of any
righteous causes, this would shackle him down with
unrighteous mammon. Once one is drawn into the
ocean of material greed, even that person would not
be able to put up any fight and be defeated and killed
for sure. For those who are interested only in material
wealth and put their trust only in money, their
ultimate end is as obvious as this.
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What is more important? Is it the riches of the
world? Or is it the human soul? We should take this
present opportunity to think about what we would do
if we were in Abraham’s shoes, and examine
ourselves to see where our interest really rests. God
is telling all of us today at this very hour that anyone
whose interest lies in money can never do God’s
work.
We have been publishing many books to spread
the gospel through our literature ministry, and
although no exact calculation has been done, we
know that a tremendous amount of money has gone
into this ministry. Deaconess Jeongsoon Lee alone
has offered over $200,000 for this ministry, and an
even greater sum has been pledged by all of us. But
there is no one among us who has ever shown any
greed over this money. That’s because we are all
interested in the soul, not in any riches. If a soul
could be saved by spending $100,000, then even this
large sum of money means nothing to us. Of course,
if our ministers were just greedy and had no interest

in saving souls, as so many Christian leaders seem to
be nowadays, then they would have taken this money
for themselves or spent it to build extravagant church
buildings. How about you then? Are you more
interested in money or the soul? You have to think
about this question and answer it honestly before
God. Put differently, you need to assess your faith to
see whether it is right or wrong. And if it’s not right,
then you should boldly cast aside what must be cast
aside, and take what must be taken. In short, you
must set your heart clearly.
It’s actually not that easy to be so resolute as
Abraham was. If you were standing before so much
spoils of war, would you be able to give up all that
wealth and say, “I will take nothing, from a thread to
a sandal strap” (Genesis 14:23)? Could you forsake
any and all material riches of this world if this would
enable you to preach the gospel to many souls and
save them? Remember that it’s only those who
answer this question with a firm ‘Yes’ that God
appears before them to become their Shepherd and
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rewards them.

Although It’s Difficult, No Servant of
God Should Ever Seek Material
Gains
My fellow believers, no believer should ever
follow after material riches. That’s because material
possessions by themselves are not what’s important;
they are just something that is necessary for us to
spread the gospel. The material possessions that I am
speaking of here do not just mean money. Following
any fleshly values is akin to following material riches.
By any chance, do you love yourself more than the
gospel that the Lord gave you, or even God Himself?
This too is to follow after material gains. No one who
loves himself more than God can serve His gospel
with complete devotion. If you are such a person,
then I ask you to cast aside all your selfish desires.
When compared to you and me, Abraham is a

truly honorable man worthy of our respect. After all,
he had forsaken all the spoils of war and taken none
of them even though so much wealth was offered to
him. Now then, imagine that someone showed you
$100 million and asked you the following question:
“I will give you all this money if you stop serving the
gospel. Will you give up $100 million and continue
to serve the gospel, or will you take this money and
live the rest of your life in comfort, since you have
already been born again by believing in Jesus?” What
would you do then? Perhaps you would resort to a
clever trick and say, “I will take $100 million and
still serve the gospel.”
However, my fellow believers, there is no middle
ground before the just God. You cannot serve two
masters. Between money and the gospel, if you want
complete possession of one thing, then you must
infallibly give up the other. What would you give up
then? Would you give up the gospel or $100 million?
A hundred million dollars may not seem that large a
sum in words, but it is in fact a huge sum that is
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beyond our wildest imagination. If we were to stack
$100 million in $10 bills, it would fill this whole
room and there still would be tons of bills left. Even
$1 million is a great deal of money. But still, you and
I must give up that $100 million, not just in our heads,
but in real terms.
Abraham gave up far greater wealth than $100
million as depicted in today’s Scripture passage. And
after this, God appeared before Abraham and blessed
him. This Almighty God is also our God of reward,
bestowing His awards on all of us.
Do not underestimate Abraham. He truly was a
man of great faith. It is my hope and prayer that God
would also make us into such people of faith as
Abraham. I have every confidence that God will
indeed shape us into such people of faith, and I give
all my thanks to Him for this.
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Abraham Truly Was
A Great Man
< Genesis 14:17-24 >
“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him
at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley),
after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer
and the kings who were with him. Then
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he
blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And
blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered
your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a
tithe of all. Now the king of Sodom said to Abram,
‘Give me the persons, and take the goods for
yourself.’ But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I
have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most
High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I

will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap,
and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest
you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’-except
only what the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men who went with me: Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.’”

You and I must lead our lives of faith for the
purpose of preaching the gospel of the Lord. Our
lives of faith are led to spread the gospel of the water
and the Spirit that the Lord gave us. How should we
live out our faith, now that we have been saved from
all our sins thanks to the Lord? For what purpose
should we live as those who have become righteous
people? All of us should live for no other purpose
than to spread the gospel throughout this whole
world.
Abraham, our father of faith, left his homeland in
Ur of the Chaldeans and went to the land of Canaan.
And there he led his life of faith, preaching the
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gospel of God and humbly devoting all his heart to
Him.
All of us should also live like Abraham. Just as
it’s pointless for someone to run without any
direction, if we lead our lives of faith without any
purpose even after receiving the remission of our sins
from the Lord and being saved by Him, then this
faith can only be wrong. You and I must therefore set
a clear purpose of faith in our hearts as we carry on
with our Christian lives. And this purpose is to
preach all over the world the gospel of the water and
the Spirit, the one and only Truth.

The Purpose of Our Lives of Faith Is
to Spread the Gospel of the Water
and the Spirit
The Lord Jesus commanded us to be witnesses to
His gospel throughout the whole wide world, from
Judea and Samaria to the ends of earth. So, it is our

duty as the righteous to preach the gospel of the
water and the Spirit to each and every soul all over
the world in every walk of life. We cannot afford to
worry about anything else. At all times, whether
awake or asleep, we must constantly think about how
we can preach the Lord’s gospel to these countless
people living in every corner of this world.
There are indeed so many places where this gospel
of the water and the Spirit must still be preached, but
right now, we are struggling to live up to our full
commitment to carry out this work. For many of our
brothers and sisters, it’s a difficult spiritual battle just
to share our gospel books with the souls around them.
Indeed, as we continue to work hard to spread the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we can realize that
we ourselves are too weak and our shortcomings are
too many. This is extremely frustrating to all of us,
but rather than surrendering ourselves to these
hardships, we must still run towards the goal that
God has set for us.
Here in today’s Scripture passage, there is a man
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who waged a spiritual battle to preach the Lord’s
gospel, and who ultimately prevailed in this battle.
This man is none other than Abraham, the father of
faith. The Scripture passage we read today describes
how Abraham, after returning triumphantly back
from the battle, gave up all the spoils of war to the
worldly king of Sodom including the people.
Abraham had taken 318 of his trained men from his
own house to battle against a king named
Chedorlaomer and his allied kings, and after
prevailing over these kings, he rescued not only his
nephew Lot but also many other souls. Upon
Abraham’s triumphant return, the king of Sodom
came out to receive him, and this fleshly king said to
Abraham, “Take all the goods for yourself, but return
all the people.” What the king of Sodom was trying
to get his hand on was not the material possessions,
but the people’s souls.

What Is More Important to Us than
Wealth?
After winning this war Abraham returned with
such a great deal of spoils that if he had any fleshly
thoughts, it would have been very easy for him to get
greedy over so much wealth. And just as the king of
Sodom was suggesting to him, Abraham could have
taken all the spoils of war for himself. But Abraham
did not do this. He gave up all the goods except the
portion for his allies and the food his soldiers had
eaten. Abraham prized the soul far more than any
riches, and we may say that this is the very greatness
of Abraham that set him apart from every ordinary
man, as well as all the self-righteous people.
Even the righteous may get greedy before so much
wealth. But Abraham was solely interested in the
soul, and he also earnestly cared for the souls in his
household. Indeed, Abraham was quite different even
from most righteous people. We call Abraham the
father of faith even to this day and age because he
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never let his heart be captivated by the riches of this
world, but always appreciated the preciousness of the
soul. As someone who waged a spiritual war all his
life and prevailed in the end, therefore Abraham truly
deserves to be called our father of faith.

When We Look at Abraham,
the Goal for Our Lives as the
Righteous Is Made Clear
Today, as we look at Abraham, we should all ask
ourselves the following questions: “What goal should
we set for our lives? Now that we are living a
righteous life, what should be our goal? Is everything
okay if just our own church is prosperous, our lives
are comfortable, and we have enough to eat and
drink?” In answering these questions, we must make
up our minds as to where we would set our goal as
the people of faith. In other words, we must set the
goal of our faith to preach the gospel of the water and

the Spirit.
Our goal is to preach the Truth of being born
again of water and the Spirit to all the people around
in this world regardless of where they are—whether
they are around us or not, or whether we see them at
home, at school, or at work, our goal is to preach the
gospel to everyone. Our goal also includes spreading
this Truth to theological seminaries and other
religious groups everywhere. For you and me to truly
live out our faith, we must have such a clear-cut goal.
Indeed, all of us the born-again Christians must
live for the purpose of spreading the true gospel
throughout the whole world. In speaking of our
purpose as the righteous living on this earth, God has
told us to be His witness for His gospel in all Judea,
Samaria and to the ends of the earth. This is what our
Lord asked from His disciples just before ascending
to Heaven by saying to them, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I

◄

CONTENTS

►

234

Abraham Truly Was a Great Man

have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). This is
the Great Commission that the Triune God has
instructed and commanded us. God has commanded
us to follow His Word, to live by faith, to fight and
defeat our enemies by this faith, and to preach the
gospel to every nation. Like this, spreading the
gospel is something that our Lord has personally
entrusted to you and me. That is why, if we really
want to follow the Lord, we must make it our goal to
spread the gospel of the water and the Spirit, just as
the Lord has entrusted this task to us.
When we really ponder on what our purpose in
life should be, we cannot help but reach the
conclusion that there is no other purpose for our lives
than proclaiming the gospel of the water and the
Spirit. Spreading the gospel is our sole duty as the
righteous. The proclamation of the gospel alone can
be the goal of our lives. Think about it. Is there
anything else that can be our purpose in life if not the
spreading of this gospel? What else can truly nourish
our souls if not the proclamation of the gospel? The

gospel is the real bread for everyone’s soul, and none
other than preaching this gospel is the very purpose
for our lives and the bread for our spirits. We cannot
live unless we do this work, for we would starve
spiritually. Your soul and mine will starve to death
unless we serve and preach this gospel.
The Lord told us that He wants us to prosper in all
things and be in health, just as our souls prosper. If
our souls go astray and perish, then everything is
ruined. If our souls starve to death, our bodies would
also perish along with our souls. Therefore, the
righteous must diligently carry out this work of
spreading the gospel, and thus fulfill the will of God
and obtain the true bread from Him at the same time.
And I believe that all of us must become such
righteous people.
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What Should We Do to Spread the
Gospel?
To the question of what kind of life we ought to
live, I would like to answer that we must live the
kind of life that Sarah had led. Sarah, who was
named Sarah by God later, was always obedient to
her husband Abraham, ready to go wherever he asked
her to go and follow him wherever he asked her to
follow. She never uttered a single word of complaint
to Abraham.
Sarah was wholeheartedly obedient to her husband
Abraham. She was so obedient to him that she was
even willing to wed another man in order to save her
husband. There is only one reason why she did this:
It’s because she thought that her husband, who had
received the remission of sins from God, was her lord.
If Abraham’s wife were a stubborn and demanding
woman, then it would have been next to impossible
for her to follow God. When Abraham was about to
send her off to Pharaoh, if she had not been so

obedient to her husband, she would have said to him,
“How can you do this to me? How can you send me
off to marry someone else to save your own life? If I
have to wed another man, I will kill you first before I
leave.”
As those preaching the gospel of the Lord, you
and I should also be completely obedient to God as
Sarah was to her husband. This means that we should
forsake our own thoughts and submit ourselves to
God 100 percent. We must break our own
stubbornness, for if we cling to our own thoughts, we
cannot preach the gospel. Throughout her entire
lifetime with Abraham, Sarah always thought that her
husband’s life was her own life, and his riches were
her own riches. In other words, she placed all her
hopes and dreams on her husband. That is why she
could obey Abraham without any hesitation when he
said to her, “You are so beautiful that someone may
kill me to take you. So if anyone asks you about us,
tell him that I am your brother. And if he wants to
wed you, then marry this man.” Shortly after this,

◄

CONTENTS

►

236

Abraham Truly Was a Great Man

Abraham and Sarah were indeed visited by Pharaoh’s
men. These men then said to Sarah, “Come with us to
Pharaoh. He demands to see you, for the whole
nation of Egypt is speaking of how beautiful you are.
But before we go, let me ask a question. Who is this
man next to you?” Sarah then said to them, “He is
my brother.”
Abraham’s wife Sarah had united her heart with
her husband. She was one with Abraham 100 percent.
This kind of unity is also indispensable to all of us
who have received the remission of our sins—that is,
only when our hearts are united with our Lord 100
percent can we really preach the gospel of the water
and the Spirit. Wherever the Lord commands us to go,
we must go there even if it’s to our death. And
whatever the Lord commands us to do, we must do it
all: If the Lord tells us to preach the gospel, we must
preach it; if the Lord tells us to serve the gospel, we
must serve it; and if the Lord tells us to make the
proclamation of the gospel our purpose in life, then
we must make it our goal to preach the gospel even if

it entails heavy costs to us. Those who lead such a
life are the ones who have united their hearts with the
Lord 100 percent. And such people are the righteous
who can faithfully preach the Lord’s gospel united
with Him.
It’s written in Psalm 133:1, “How good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
Unity!” How much should we be united with God?
How should we unite our hearts with Him? Just as
Abraham’s wife Sarah had united herself with her
husband, we must also unite our hearts with the Lord
ready to go wherever and whenever the Lord our
Groom tells to go. Just as Sarah was in complete
unity with her husband Abraham, so must our hearts
be united completely with the Lord. That’s because
we can preach the genuine gospel of the Lord all over
the world only if our hearts are at one with the Lord.
Abraham became a rich man thanks to his wife.
Of course, it’s because of God’s blessings that
Abraham became rich, but his wife’s faith and efforts
also played a significant role. Think about it. Given

◄

CONTENTS

►

237

Abraham Truly Was a Great Man

the fact that Abraham had no less than 318 men
raised and trained in his house, he would have
needed a great deal of wealth to provide for all their
needs. Imagine that you were to provide for 318 men.
Just how costly would it be? Moreover, these 318
men recorded in the Bible only refer to battle-ready
men, and this number leaves out women and children.
If everyone were actually counted, then the number
would probably have been three times larger than
318, since Abraham’s servants must have also had
wives and children. How many people would
Abraham have had in his house then? It would have
been at least a thousand. The fact that Abraham could
afford to keep so many people under him shows that
he was an extremely wealthy man. And among the
factors that explain how Abraham became so wealthy,
his wife Sarah’s effort played a large role in this.
Sarah’s husband Abraham received the remission
of his sins and became a righteous man, and Sarah
served him faithfully in every way possible. As the
preachers of the Lord’s gospel we too must serve the

Lord in every way we can, just like Abraham’s wife
Sarah did. Unless we obey God wholeheartedly like
Sarah, it will become impossible for us to spread this
gospel. That’s because, as you all may know very
well, it’s not so easy and simply to preach the gospel.

We Must Do As God Commands Us
When God wants to use us to spread the gospel of
the water and the Spirit, we must do whatever He
commands us to do: If He commands us to answer
the phone, we must answer the phone; if He
commands us to sweep the floor, we must sweep the
floor; if He commands us to make money for the
gospel, we must make money; if He commands us to
pray, we must pray; and if He commands us to
preach His Word, then we must preach His Word. In
other words, we must do everything God commands
us to do no matter what it is. We can carry out this
work of proclaiming the gospel only when we
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become such obedient people who do as the Lord
commands us, just as Abraham’s wife Sarah had
obeyed her husband. This means that unless we work
as the Lord commands us, we cannot preach the
gospel no matter how gifted we may be.
Whoever wants to preach the gospel of the water
and the Spirit faithfully must abandon his own
thoughts completely. Only when you forsake yourself
and obey the Lord 100 percent with all your heart can
this gospel be fully proclaimed. Only when you and I
become like Abraham’s wife is the gospel preached
actually and effectively on this earth. Like this, we
can preach the gospel only if we submit ourselves
completely to the Lord, and only then can we prevail
in the spiritual war that inevitably follows. When
Abraham took his 318 men into battle, he divided his
forces into two and issued detailed orders on how
each camp should fight. As his servants fought
exactly as was ordered by Abraham, they were
ultimately victorious in the war, capturing so much
spoils of war and delivering so many people. And

they returned triumphantly like this because they had
cast aside their own thoughts and obeyed Abraham’s
orders.
God entrusted a task to each and every one of us
living on this earth. He has commanded some of us to
serve the gospel at home, and others to serve it by
making financial contributions while sharing in a
community life. Some of us preach the gospel in
front of their congregations; others support from
behind with financial contributions; some of us pray;
while others provide floral arrangements to make
God’s Church beautiful. There are still others whom
God has entrusted different tasks too, selecting some
for driving the church bus and others for preparing
manuscripts for our literature ministry. Indeed, the
Lord has made us serve Him in various ways and
forms. We should therefore serve the Lord diligently
in obedience to His commandments from each of our
positions, believing that all these tasks are what God
has commanded us to carry out.
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Our Hearts Must Be 100 Percent
United with Every Task God Has
Entrusted Us with
Thanks to Sarah’s complete devotion to her
husband, Abraham was able to keep his life. Like this,
I believe that the gospel will be preached through
those who are 100 percent devoted to our Lord. To
spread the Lord’s gospel fully, all of us must unite
our hearts completely with the Lord and obey Him
100 percent. Only when we are completely united
with the Lord and with each other can this gospel be
proclaimed.
As you know very well, this work of spreading the
gospel requires countless people’s labor and effort.
After all, it takes many people working in unity just
to make a small gadget in a factory. And just as it
takes many workers’ effort to make a completed
product, the proclamation of the gospel is also
something that all of us must achieve in unity. The
gospel of the water and the Spirit is in itself God’s

gift, and therefore all that we had to do to reach our
salvation was just to accept it. However, to spread
this gospel to others, it requires much labor and
sacrifice. Think about it. To take this gospel to
everyone and plant it in everyone’s heart, just how
many people would have to devote their labor,
sacrifice and service?
We recently planted a branch Church in Busan,
the second largest city in Korea, and through this
Church, the gospel of the Lord will be preached in
that city and the souls living there will receive the
remission of their sins. One soul has already come
into that Church and begun attending the worship
service there. Although this soul still has not received
the complete remission of his sins, I have every
confidence that many more souls will eventually
reach their salvation through our branch Church in
Busan. But just to plant this small gospel seed in
Busan, took a great deal of financial resources, and
many hours of hard work by so many of our
ministers that I can hardly describe all their labor. It’s
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not as though we were trying to plant a branch
Church in another country far away from us, but a
city that’s in our own country. Yet to preach the
gospel to this city that’s so close to us, we still
needed much financial resource, so many hours, and
so much hard work from our saints, all of whom had
to be united together for this endeavor.
When I first began to preach the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, I struggled tremendously to find
the right way to preach this genuine gospel. I kept
asking myself, “How should I preach this gospel so
that all the lost souls would receive the remission of
their sins? All these countless people deserve an
opportunity to hear this gospel, but how? How can I
bring this opportunity to so many nations around the
world? What should I do to preach the gospel to
everyone around me and beyond?” At that time, I
wished I had a small bus, like a minibus that seated
25 passengers. My plan was to turn the bus into a
mobile library, display our gospel books in it, prepare
some hot drinks, and wait for people to come in. I

dreamed for the day when every truth seeker would
come to this library and discover the true gospel
through our books. It was my sincere desire to hand out
our books for free to anyone interested in Christianity
and counsel all the visitors on any matters of the
gospel and theology, so that I could provide everyone
with an opportunity to encounter the true gospel. God
did not grant such a bus to me. However, He did
grant me these members who are faithfully
distributing our gospel books all over the world.
There is indeed much work for us to do. In
whatever way possible, whether by running a mobile
library or not, we must go to not only our neighbors
but people all over the world and preach the gospel
of the water and the Spirit. But there is one thing that
all of us must remember, and it is that to carry out
such a task faithfully, each and every one of us must
obey God 100 percent and all our faith must be
united 100 percent with Him. What we need is
people of faith who can say, “I will do anything for
this gospel. Just as Sarah had done anything for her
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husband Abraham, I will also do anything and
everything for the Lord. Wherever I go and whatever
I do, I will do everything for the gospel and its
proclamation.” Such faith and such believers are
absolutely indispensable to preach the gospel.

It Is a Grave Sin to Be Blinded by
Your Own Greed
It’s no ordinary sin for you to covet someone
else’s possessions, for this will make you blind by
your own greed. This is a grave sin and one who
commits this is called Achan in the Bible. Do you
know who Achan was? Achan is the man responsible
for the deaths of countless Israelites when they were
conquering the land of Canaan. After the people of
Israel had attacked and taken control over Jericho,
the Lord God had told them to bring all the riches out
of the city and store them in His storehouse. Yet
Achan took some treasures for himself and hid them

under the carpet in his house. Because of this sin that
Achan committed by allowing himself to be blinded
by his own greed, God was provoked to wrath and
allowed many Israelites to perish when they attacked
the tiny city of Ai, and He also prevented them from
taking that City.
Like this, all of us must grasp what a grave sin it
is for us to follow our greed. We should realize
clearly here that living for our own greed instead of
the Lord is a wicked sin. In fact, even murder is
nothing compared to this sin. It’s a far more wicked
sin to defile and destroy even a single soul than
physically murdering many people. We should all
remember that to follow just our own fleshly greed
rather than preaching the Lord’s gospel is the same as
committing the sin of sending to hell many souls that
could otherwise have gone to Heaven.
It is very wrong for any born-again believer to
labor just for his own church. This means that it’s
wrong for you to prioritize your own church’s needs
over serving the Lord and preaching His gospel. If
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you have the financial means to contribute to the
gospel ministry, don’t just think about spending it on
your own church; instead spend it to promote the
preaching of the gospel. This is the right disposition
of all the righteous who trust in the Lord to have and
to follow Him wholeheartedly.
I believe that this kind of disposition can emerge
only if your heart is united with the Lord 100 percent.
Only when your heart is fully united with God’s
Church can you faithfully carry out the Lord’s work
when it’s entrusted to you; if you otherwise don’t
have such a united heart, then you are bound to get
greedy and become obsessive over only your own
material prosperity. If you and I were to seek just our
own material prosperity, it would be the end of our
ministry of proclaiming the gospel. If our ministry to
spread the gospel seems to be in trouble, it’s all
because you and I still do not have the correct faith
that’s united with the Lord 100 percent; and this is
also the reason why so many souls around us and all
over this nation and the whole wide world still have

not been truly saved. It’s all because our hearts are
not united with the Lord 100 percent that so many
souls are still heading for hell.

Because We Have Obeyed God
The success of our gospel ministry depends on
whether or not we are completely united with the
Lord. To illustrate this, take a look at our recent
ministry in north-eastern China. We have been
diligently preaching the gospel there, and thanks to
our effort, countless souls in China have been truly
saved. This is all because you and I have willingly
offered our material possessions for the spreading of
the gospel without any hesitation. Put differently, the
gospel of the Lord has been preached so successfully
in China because all of us have worked hard as
commanded by the Lord in complete obedience.
Having no lingering attachment to our own
material prosperity, we are now spreading the gospel
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further and wider throughout the whole world, and
we know very well that this is because you and I
have united our hearts into one before the Lord. Just
as Abraham’s wife Sarah had obeyed her husband
completely, we have also submitted ourselves to the
Lord in complete unity, and that is why we have been
able to preach the Lord’s gospel so far. Sarah did not
seek her own interests but only her husband’s interests.
I have no doubt that it’s also because we have sought
the Lord’s interests instead of ours that we have been
able to spread the gospel to this very day.
Over the course of our ministry, we have seen
many workers of the Lord been raised and many
souls being saved, and all these wonderful things
were achieved because we had all obeyed the Lord
and united our hearts before Him. If we had not done
so, then you and I would not have been sitting here.
After all, unless we obeyed the Lord and united our
hearts with Him, none of us would even have reached
our true salvation. Those who participate in the work
of spreading the Lord’s gospel do not even think

about spending any spare money for themselves.
Even if we had billions of dollars, we would no doubt
spend every cent on a truly fitting and righteous
purpose—that is, to save all the souls around the
whole world.
I have in fact spent a lot of money on our gospel
ministry, and I will continue to do so into the future.
Whenever financial resources come into the Church,
the first thing I do is prepare a plan and pray to God
to let me know what to do. I ponder long and hard on
different ways to introduce our gospel to everyone all
over the world, from the question of where to plant a
branch church to how to open a Christian bookstore,
whether to build a mobile library or not, when to hold
revival meetings, and how to publish our books in a
more efficient and effective way. Like this, I always
think very hard and prepare a careful plan to spread
the gospel in various ways. Of course, not all of our
plans will be achieved overnight, but I am confident
that they will all be achieved some day. There is
nothing that I have not been able to achieve once I
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decided my mind on it. As I just mentioned, right
after I first received the remission of my sins, I had
given some thought to a mobile library. Although it
still has not been fulfilled, it will surely be realized
some day. I ask you to also unite your heart with
mine and pray for this plan.
Our Lord wants us all to spread the gospel. So I
ask you all to obey Him. It’s through those who
submit themselves to the Lord 100 percent in
complete unity that our God spreads His gospel on
this earth. And it’s through such faithful servants that
God fulfills His will. Remember that the Lord carries
out His work through those who are united with their
Master 100 percent just like Abraham’s wife Sarah.

Much Is Needed to Carry Out the
Gospel Work
Do you know just how demanding it is to carry
out the work of spreading the gospel? The gospel

work indeed requires endless financial resources,
countless workers, and the complete obedience of all
those workers and their tireless devotion and effort. It
is a tremendously demanding task.
Who will then rise up to this difficult task of
spreading this precious gospel? To phrase this
question in another way, where can we find someone
who would become like Abraham’s wife Sarah? Such
people are not far away. They are in fact right here. It
may be none other than me, or it may be any of you.
It’s within our gathering here that God is looking for
such people. In other words, God is looking for those
among us whose hearts are united with the Lord 100
percent, who serve the Lord faithfully as their Master,
who are willing to forsake their lives to take the
Lord’s life and His purpose as their own life and
purpose, and who have thus become one heart with
the Lord. It’s none other than through such people
that God carries out the righteous work of Heaven,
spreads the gospel, and fulfills the will of the Lord.
My fellow believers, all of us must become people
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who seek after God. We must all become people who
are approved by God to spread the Lord’s gospel all
over the world. Of course, this work of proclaiming
the gospel is extremely demanding for us and
requires a great deal of sacrifice. It also takes a
tremendous amount of financial resources, and that is
why I pray to the Lord to provide us with these
resources, because they are necessary to spread His
gospel. What a shame it would be if I were to instead
to ask God just for my own fleshly prosperity? But
that is not why I pray to God for financial resources.
I pray for them because I want to serve the Lord’s
gospel, so that I could indeed serve this gospel in the
best way possible. Like this, someone who prays to
God for financial resources to serve the Lord is a
happy man. Such people who spend their material
possessions for the Lord’s gospel instead on
themselves are happy people. Whoever can offer his
treasures to the Lord is someone who is full of joy. In
short, the truly happy people among us are those who
can devote all their hearts, their bodies, their minds,

their knowledge, their strength and their everything
to the Lord. I ask you all to remember this clearly,
that it is those who live for the Lord and the
spreading of His gospel that are truly happy.
It is my sincerest hope and prayer that you and I
would all become such righteous people who are
united with our Lord 100 percent just like Abraham’s
wife Sarah was with her husband. Is the Lord’s work
somehow distinct and separate from your business?
No, even when you are taking care of your business,
you must also carry out the Lord’s work as His
partner. You must work with the Lord no matter what
you do. This means that you should be in a
partnership with the Lord in all things. You ought to
do whatever the Lord wants you to do. If God wants
you to preach the gospel, then you should preach the
gospel. I am determined to preach the gospel
wherever the Lord wants me to preach it, from
workplaces to schools, hospitals, penitentiaries, and
theological seminaries. In fact, we are planning to
visit a theological seminary soon to exhibit our
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gospels books and preach the gospel. It’s only
because people still do not know the Lord’s gospel
that so many of them remain unsaved; once they truly
realize the power of the gospel, they will all believe
in this gospel and be saved. Therefore, you and I
should make it our purpose in life to preach the
gospel to everyone and live the rest of our lives
accordingly to that purpose.
We must serve the Lord in our everyday lives, not
only in our homes but also at our workplaces and
schools. The Lord is an unseen guest and a member
of our family breaking bread with us. So I ask you to
plan every aspect of your life with the Lord in a
partnership, and actually carry out the proclamation
of the gospel for Him in your life. If you are in a
partnership with the Lord, your every endeavor will
succeed. As long as you abide in the Lord, everything
you do will be blessed.
But what would happen if one were to think that
the Lord’s work is separate from his own business?
Such people will face constant hardship in life.

Everything they do will fail without exception.
Abraham’s wife obeyed her husband in all things,
considering him to be her master. And the just God
protected her completely. When we turn to Genesis
chapter 12, we can see that God protected Abraham’s
wife from Pharaoh and returned her safely back to
her husband. Like this, God is just to bless those who
follow Him completely, and I ask you all to realize
this.

Whatever You Do, Always Be in a
Partnership with God
My fellow believers, whatever you do, do all
things with the Lord. Let your purpose lie with the
preaching of the gospel of the Lord no matter what
you do. Only then can you be blessed by God. You
may then wonder how your own business and your
own money have anything to do with the Lord’s
work. But they are all highly relevant to the Lord.
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That’s because as someone who has been saved by
the Lord, you are to lead your life to spread the
gospel. The gospel of the Lord is preached only if
you are prosperous, and therefore your prosperity is
an absolute must. And the only way for you to
prosper is to do everything in a partnership with God.
Whether you eat or drink, everything is done for the
Lord. It’s for the Lord that we take our breath. Some
students here may think, “What does it matter to the
Lord whether I am a good student or not? It’s none of
His business!” But it does matter. Everything you do
matters to the Lord. And this is true for all of us,
students and grown-ups alike. In short, all of us must
live for the Lord every moment and every second of
all the days of our lives.
Do you know who are the most foolish amongst
Christians? They are the ones who refuse the Lord’s
partnership. Such people will fail at everything they
do and end up with nothing but an empty pocket. The
Lord will take away from them even the good things
that He had given them. The same is true for our

ministers. Any minister who is not in a partnership
with the Lord will see his Church decline. This
Church might have flourished at the beginning, but as
time goes by, it will not only fail to add any more
souls to it but it will turn so impoverished that it
won’t even be able to take care of its own members.
In contrast, if this church is ready to be in a
partnership with the Lord and willingly offers its
financial resources to God to spread the true gospel,
then amazingly it will prosper even more. The Lord
will bless such a Church so abundantly that it would
be still be prosperous even after offering so much to
the Lord. When seen from just a human point of view,
we can’t help but marvel at this outcome. However,
my fellow believers, this is actually nothing amazing,
but a thoroughly ordinary outcome. It’s only a matter
of time for you not to be blessed if you live just for
yourself, but will be blessed if you live in a
partnership with God according to His will.
I have come to live according to this will of the
Lord—that is, to focus all my attention on spreading
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the Lord’s gospel. Not only should our ministers live
in this way, but all the righteous who have been
saved must live for this purpose of spreading the
gospel. This means that all the brothers and sisters
gathered here must also lead their lives for the
purpose of spreading the gospel. Everything you do
must therefore be done in a way that is fit for the
spreading of the gospel, from the way you think to
the way you act, work, and even run your business.
The Apostle Paul said, “Whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1
Corinthians 10:31). Do you understand what this
passage means? Like every other disciple of Jesus,
the Apostle Paul devoted his entire life to the
proclamation of the gospel. That’s how all the saints
of the Early Church had led their lives. As the
righteous of this present age, if we really love the
Lord and want to follow Him, then let us all live like
our predecessors of faith. The righteous have been
born again thanks to the Lord, and therefore, they
would be betraying the Lord if they failed to live for

Him.
God wants to fulfill His work through you and me.
It’s then only natural for the Lord to entrust even
more work to us. The Lord wants us to offer even
more to Him for the sake of the gospel. So let us
offer ourselves to the Lord even more. To those who
live for the purpose of spreading the gospel and unite
their hearts with the gospel 100 percent, the Lord will
give even more and bless them to bear even more
fruit. If we live like this for the purpose of preaching
the Lord’s gospel, we will all flourish in happiness
together with the Lord.
Only when we the born-again are united with the
Lord can our lives be made happy and blessed with
the Lord. That is why I am admonishing you with a
completely clear conscience to unite your heart with
the Lord, and I say this to myself also. You can
flourish in prosperity only when you are united with
the Lord. If you otherwise fail to unite yourself with
the Lord, then destruction will be your end. You will
be lucky if you barely make your ends meet. This is
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not just me cursing you on my own, but it is an
undeniable principle of faith.
In contrast, if you unite yourself with the Lord and
live your everyday life for the purpose of spreading
the gospel for the Lord’s sake, then far from just
getting by, you will live such a prosperous life that
you will be able to share your prosperity with others
and still flourish. This is something I have learned
since I met the Lord. It is the incontrovertible truth.
Think about it yourself. If our brothers and sisters
gathered here were to live a stingy life just for
themselves, then they would indeed turn into misers.
What would then happen if they were to instead unite
their hearts with the Lord, offer their everything to
Him, and seek to live for the Lord even though they
have not been given much, like the widow who
offered two mites as recorded in Mark 12:42? God
will surely give and bless even more all such saints,
such righteous people, and such servants. He will
glorify them even more and fill them even more. Do
you also believe like this?

I have never actually counted $100,000 in cash.
But to my mind even $1 trillion is not such a huge
sum. I could offer trillions and quadrillions of dollars
to the Lord and still feel that I have not offered Him
enough. For everyone all over the world to receive
the remission of their sins, no amount of offering can
be enough. Even if I were to offer this entire world to
the Lord, I would still feel it’s not enough. But at the
same time, I have every faith that our Lord will
provide us with all the necessary financial resources
to carry out our gospel ministry.
My fellow believers, it is absolutely crucial for us
to live for the purpose of spreading the Lord’s gospel.
Each and every one of us must live in this way
without any exception. Only then will you live a
prosperous and happy life and see all your worries
disappear. All of us can be happy only if we unite our
hearts with the Lord, submit ourselves to Him, and
proclaim the gospel according to His will. Do you
believe the same?
Whatever you do, whether you eat or drink, do
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everything for the glory of God and to preach His
gospel. What is God’s glory? It is for every soul to
receive the remission of their sins. Therefore, as we
have already received the remission of our sins and
become righteous people, to fulfill this glory of God,
we must spread the gospel to every nation and every
tribe in the whole wide world. Each and every one of
us gathered here, young and old, men and women,
and laypeople and ministers alike, must believe that
this is our calling.
If any of us were to live just for himself or only
his own church, then such people’s consequence will
be their own destruction. I cannot emphasize enough
just how imperative it is for us to live for the Lord. I
pray to the Lord for material prosperity because even
though I yearn to spend so much money on the work
of spreading the gospel, to do what the Lord wants
for His sake, I don’t have enough money. And
whatever money I come across, I entrust it all to the
work of the Lord, just as He said, “Lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20). I

ask you to do the same. Have the complete
confidence that our ministers never squander any of
your offerings but spend them all for the precious
work of the Lord.
Lately we have been swamped by so many
printing needs that we are thinking of purchasing our
own printing press. To share our books with the
whole world, we also need a fast and effective means
of transportation. So I am even thinking of
purchasing an airplane. This may seem like a tall
order, but everything is possible if we have faith. So I
have been praying to the Lord as the following:
“Lord, I am willing to do anything if it’s for the
gospel. I am willing to buy not only a printing press
but even an airplane, if that’s for the preaching of
Your gospel. If it’s for the gospel, I will gladly offer
my whole life to You.”
I want our Lord to answer us and fulfill all our
dreams. And I believe with all my heart that the Lord
will indeed answer us.
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Love God More than
The World
< Genesis 15:1 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’”

Between God and This World, Whom
Do You Love the Most?
In the Book of Genesis chapter 6 there is an
account of the sons of God who were delighted with
the beauty of the daughters of man and took them as
their wives. It is both really easy and difficult to live
out our faith in this world. Therefore, we must at
times compare God with humans and think whom we

must love the most. If we live with just one
understanding that we do not have sin after receiving
the remission of our sins, our spiritual life will in
time turn into a meaningless one being no different to
the faith of the religions of this world. That is what
happens when we just hold fast onto the fact that we
do not have any sin. But those who know the
righteousness of God properly and really revere this
righteousness can carry out their genuine spiritual life
before the presence of God.
People commonly say that there is no one who
does not live under the power of the given
environment. We who have received the remission of
sins in our hearts through God’s righteousness by
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit the
Lord are all the same. This world is the nearest thing
for us whilst living in here even after receiving the
remission of our sins by believing in the
righteousness of God in our hearts. Therefore, we can
be fascinated with this world because we are
consumed with it being so close to us. Then what
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kind of life is this genuine life of faith? And how can
we live out such a faith? The Scriptures cast many
questions onto us about these very issues.
Do we really know and believe in the
righteousness of God? I am sure you do. If so let us
then think about this: How can we live out our faith
in such a sinful world after believing in the
righteousness of God? Satan will not leave us who
live by faith and who believe in the righteousness of
God alone. Therefore, we might be living with
tempting whispers of Satan even at this very moment.
We might mistakenly think that we revere the
righteousness of God while not being separated from
this world.
We must be able to separate the people who love
God and those who love the world. There are people
who do not know the righteousness of God by the
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and there are
others who live the life of following after worldly
greed and honor although all the while claiming to
love and believe in the righteousness of God. God

does not dwell in people who still have sins. God
only dwells in people who have separated themselves
from sin by believing in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit. Therefore, between God and this world,
which one should we follow in our spiritual life? We
who have received salvation from our sins by the
faith of believing in the righteousness of God must
definitely live the life that follows after the
righteousness of God.
However, we move forward based on what we
think is more important between the world and the
righteousness of God. This is the fork in the road that
distinguishes true faith of believing in the
righteousness of God and the faith that does not
believe in it. It is impossible to believe in the
righteousness of God while at the same time loving
the things of this world. This is not living the life of
revering God. Strictly speaking, someone who
possesses such faith might not know the
righteousness of God until the end. These types of
people claim to believe in Jesus and have received

◄

CONTENTS

►

254

Love God More than the World

salvation. But they are not really following after the
righteousness of God and they are also not denying
their fleshly thoughts although they claim to follow
and live a spiritual life after believing in the
righteousness of God.

It Is Very Natural for Us the
Born-again to Love and Follow after
the Righteousness of God More
than This World
Actually, the truth is we who believe in the
righteousness of God also love this world. There are
times when we follow the world although we believe
that God has saved us once and for all by the
righteousness of God and has also become our
eternal Shepherd. But we cannot live without this
righteousness of God and we cannot live joyfully
without it. We cannot dislike material things also

because we are still the beings with flesh.
So the question, what do we honestly like more
while leading our spiritual life before the presence of
God? We most certainly cannot love this world and
God both at the same time. For example, here are two
beautiful girls, and a young man cannot honestly tell
me that he likes them both the same. He might say so
in front of them because he does not want to
disappoint either one. But the truth is he likes one of
them more and he likes the other one less. It is like
that in our spiritual lives: We cannot love God and
this world in the same way. We will always lean
towards one of these two while living in this world.
Dear fellow believers, please remember this. We
would be living this spiritual life incorrectly if we
loved this world even 0.1% more than God. God tells
us that it is very wrong to love this world more than
we love Him.
Therefore, we must not desire to love this world
more than we love God while leading our spiritual
lives. Although we are very able to love the world
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while leading our spiritual life, but God does not love
such people. Can we follow after God properly while
loving this world? No, we cannot. In other words, if
we do not have this ability, we would be an apostate.
God tells us that it is a wrong faith for us to love
this world and to love God the same. The Holy Spirit
in our hearts would be extremely uncomfortable if
we loved this world and God in the same way. What
must you and I do in order to live this spiritual life
properly? We must admire and love God and the
righteousness of God the most who is incomparably
worthy to be loved when compared with this world.
This is the correct and upright faith. We are loved
and approved by God when we lead our spiritual life
like this. We can receive blessings from God and
maintain a comfortable spiritual life continually.
But it becomes a huge problem if our hearts are
not like this. It becomes a very serious spiritual
problem. Therefore, you must look deep into your
hearts. Because we are humans who are still clothed
with flesh, we can therefore like the world and also

love everything in this world. But the important thing
is that we must not at all costs love the world more
than God no matter how much we love this world.
We must lead our spiritual life with the
understanding of how God is infinitely worthy to be
praised and also how worthy He is to be loved. Such
an attitude is an absolutely necessary mindset that is
indispensable for you who believe in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit.

If You Love Anything More than
God, It Becomes Idolatry
Human beings like various things. Some people
love the opposite sex, while others love material
things and do not have much interest in the opposite
sex. But there are others who just love alcohol rather
than these mentioned things. Each individual likes
different things like this.
But you will not be a child of God if you love any
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or all of such things more than God. A person who
has received his salvation from God will be
worshipping an idol if he likes something in this
world more than God. Whether a person likes
material things or loves another person more than
God, they are in fact worshipping an idol in the same
way. An individual can like various things depending
on that person’s personality, but they must not love
anything more than God no matter what it is.
You must therefore look deep inside your heart if
you are someone who has the tendency to like the
things of the world. You must ponder on whether all
such things are worthy to love more than God. You
must contemplate objectively, not subjectively,
whether you have reached a conclusion that these
worldly things are better than God. You cannot look
at yourself properly with shallow thoughts. You must
rather look at yourself objectively before the
presence of the Law of God in order to understand
yourself correctly. And when you really ponder for a
long time on these comparisons that is, between God

and the worldly things you like, you will come to the
conclusion that there is nothing in this world that is
worthy to love more than God and His righteousness.
I want you to know that if you like some other things
more than God, it is because your ability to think is
narrow and limited.
Dear fellow believers the Scriptures tell us, “Keep
your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the
issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). This means that it is
very difficult to turn back once our hearts go out into
the world. It is easy for our hearts to go out into the
world, but it is difficult to return. Once our hearts go
out into the world like this, it is very difficult to come
back to where it was before. Looking at it objectively,
there really is nothing in this world that is more
worthy for us to love more than God, but there are
times when our hearts go out into the world and
wander around in vain. The biggest problem is that
many people go on living without realizing it to be
wrong.
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Only Those Who Demolish
Arguments and Every Pretension and
Believe in the Righteousness of God
Can Live by Faith
The Scriptures tell us that those who demolish
arguments and every pretension (2 Corinthians 10:5)
and are the born again who believe in the gospel of
the water and the Spirit should love God
wholeheartedly. It is the right thing to do and there
cannot be any reason to disobey it. People make
arguments based on certain logic; but God simply
tells us in the Scriptures, “You shall have no other
gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). God tells us to love
Him only and that is the right and wise thing to do.
God tells us that it is upright and a happy thing to do.
God tells us unilaterally like this. God tells us that it
is right for us to love Him, to follow Him, and to
admire Him if we have received the salvation from
all our sins out of His grace. God speaks to us simply

and firmly about this. Dear fellow believers, I believe
the Word of the Lord is the only upright truth.
We follow this world without even being
conscious of it. This is not a strange thing because it
is natural for us to be under the dominion of the flesh
since we have flesh. However, we the born-again are
also the people who are under the dominion of the
Holy Spirit. We are under the dominion of the flesh
since we have flesh, and we are also under the
dominion of the Spirit since we have spirit. Then
what should we really follow? There is only one
correct answer to this. And it is, “The heart of loving
God must be greater than the heart of loving this
world. I must not love the world. Rather, I must love
God.” The people of this world give many reasons,
respond to rejection, and are full of excuses, but
regardless of what they do or think or insist on, the
correct answer before the presence of God is to love
God and not to love this world. Actually, we are not
even qualified to ask God, “Why must we do that?”
We are beings that do not even have any right to
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argue with God, and therefore that in itself can be a
sin. Dear fellow believers, I want you to remember
this: Nothing good can come out from preferring this
world than to God. However, the problem is that we
can like the world more than God although we know
it is not good for us because we are insufficient
human beings.
We are all weak and foolish beings. Not only us,
but also all those famous ministers of those worldly
churches are the same. However, whether we lead
our spiritual life faithfully or not depends on whether
or not we are able to demolish arguments and every
pretension that stand up against God and only love
Him. If you love the world more than God or love the
world and God the same, then you are not someone
who pursues after the genuine spiritual life. Someone
might say, “I do not love the world more than the
Lord. And I do not love the world as much as I love
God, but I like the world in the same way as I love
God. Therefore, I am also a person that believes in
the Lord and leads a proper spiritual life.” But what

did our God say about such a person. God clearly
told us that such a person who loves God in the way
he loves the world is not leading a proper spiritual
life. God said that a person cannot love two things in
the same way and cannot but lean towards one of the
two.
Dear fellow believers, we really cannot love two
things in the same way. If there are two people before
us, we come to love one of the two more than the
other, and even if one loves two people in the same
way, there will definitely be a difference of the
degree and quality of love for each person in his
heart. We are like this because we are humans and
not gods. If we think we are leading our spiritual life
very well while loving the world and God in the
same way, it will just be our own misconception and
not really a proper life of faith before the presence of
God. To love the world and God in the same way is
not even loving God or even revering God.
Then what shall we do? The answer is very clear.
We must demolish our arguments and every
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pretension and forsake our greed and covetousness
and love God only. We must oppose and defeat all
the things of this world and love God more than this
world. That is true faith and the genuine spiritual life
of a saint.

We Must Remove the Filthy Dross in
Order to Love God and His
Righteousness More than This World
We must first remove the greed of the flesh in
order to lead a proper spiritual life before the
presence of God. We must remove the fleshly dross
from our hearts. We must remove the covetousness
and greed from within our hearts. Only then can we
follow the righteousness of God. These are very
prevalent in the world and can devour even the
born-again. We must love the righteousness of God
more than this world. Only then can the love of God
the Father be inside of us, and the light and the truth

of our Lord will dwells within us and lead us forward
properly. The Lord is telling us this truth today.
We are able to love this world and God in the
same way because we are humans. Furthermore, we
can actually have this desire to live like that.
However, God does not want us to live like this.
Therefore, you and I must defeat these fleshly
thoughts and fleshly desires that continually stream
into our hearts. It is all because we are able to love
God more than this world that we can defeat such
thoughts and desires.
People commonly illustrate the heart of humans as
a bowl. As you know, there is a limit as to how much
can be poured into a bowl. So for example, one can
become a person who reveres God or just someone
who follows after the world depending on whether
the things of the world have being poured into his
heart, that is, into this bowl, more than the Word of
God. If there are more things of the world in this
bowl (heart), then that person is not really believing
in God or even following Him although that person
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claims to believe and love God with his lips.
If we illustrate our heart with this bowl, then God
must take hold of our heart more in order for our
spiritual life to be genuine. Therefore, we must defeat
the things of this world that come streaming into our
hearts in order to lead a spiritual life properly. We
can maintain our faith only if we evacuate the things
of the world from our hearts and have the Lord in our
hearts more.
Dear fellow believers, think about it once again.
Have so many things really come into our hearts as
we live in this world? Do we have a guard in our
hearts? No, there is none. And so a human cannot but
turn into a slave of his circumstance when he falls
into some troubles. A person becomes immersed in
that circumstance when he meets similar likeminded
people and for example, becomes absorbed in a TV
program when he watches it. A human is so lacking
like this. The important thing however is what we
continually encounter. The heart of a person naturally
leans towards the world and flows towards it if he

encounters the world more and accepts the things of
this world more. If this should happen, what would
be the consequences? Such a person will no doubt
become distant from the Lord. However, one can
have a heart that leans towards the Lord and lead a
proper spiritual life if he accepts the Lord more in his
heart and rejects the things of this world because the
Lord has dominion over his heart.
We are not beings that can go and live outside in
the world just because we have received the
remission of our sins. Some people think that they do
not commit any sins if they have at one time received
the remission of their sins by believing in the
righteousness of God, but this is not really the case.
Of course, it is true that only a person who knows
and believes in the righteousness of God is able to
lead a proper spiritual life, and conversely someone
who does not know or believe in it cannot do so no
matter how ardently they believe in Jesus. However,
no matter how a person has received the remission of
their sins, they are no different from a sinner if their
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heart is in the world more, instead of being in the
righteousness of God. No one can possess this true
faith if he loves the things of this world more.
Ministers, brothers and sisters are all the same
children of God before His presence. There is no
exception before this truth. Then what kind of things
have actually come into your hearts? Let’s put all the
worldly things to the left side and the spiritual things
to the right side. Because the bowl of everyone’s
heart is different, certain brothers and sisters might
have more things on the left hand side while the
others might have more on the right hand side, and
these hearts can change tomorrow. The heart of a
human constantly changes like this. Therefore God
has requested us to keep our hearts properly. I don’t
know exactly where your hearts are attached to, but
we can discern whether someone is spiritual or
fleshly depending on whether the things of God have
come into their hearts more or whether the things of
this world has come into that bowl. Whether or not
we can live out our life now is dependant on the state

of our hearts. One’s faith is not decided on whether
or not he knows much more on spiritual topics. You
are leading a proper spiritual life if you have
accepted the things of God more and rejected the
things of this world; but if the things of this world
have come into your heart more, you cannot lead a
proper spiritual life at all. Everyone is the same; there
is no exception to this principle.
There are times when I lean towards the left more
and at the other times lean towards the right more. Of
course, we can also live this spiritual life insincerely.
It means that we can have a formalistic faith.
However, the thing is that you come to live in a
fleshly way unconsciously even if you really want to
live spiritually if your heart is placed more on the
things of this world. The Scriptures tell us that a tree
is known by its fruit. You will for sure bear the fruit
of this world if your heart is in the world. Dear
fellow believers, look deep into your hearts once
more. And if you are living a life that is drifting
towards the world, I want you to know that it is
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because the things of the world have filled your heart
much more.
The question is why we are constantly drifting
towards the world when we desire to lead a spiritual
life. It is because the things of this world have
streamed into our hearts. Therefore we must
acknowledge this and confess, “I have many things
of this world inside of me,” and discern quickly what
things we must cast away and then cast them away
quickly. And we must look towards God again with a
cleansed heart.
This is so true. As we experience sunny days and
rainy days, our hearts are also fickle like this just as
the weather changes day by day. So leading a
spiritual life in this secular world is very easy and is
also very difficult at times. Our spiritual life becomes
like hell when the worldly things have come into our
capricious hearts more than the things of God. It
becomes really distressing. If your heart is distressed
now and your spiritual life has become a mess, then
you must realize that it is because the things of the

world have taken control of your heart.
The more time passes the more difficult it
becomes to lead a spiritual life without the
righteousness of God. We must renew our hearts with
the righteousness of God as frequently as possible,
because we who live in this secular world cannot but
be immersed in the secularism of this world. So we
must sweep away the desires of our hearts as if we
were sweeping our front yard with a broom in the
early morning. We must wash away the wrong things
in our hearts as frequently as possible. The longer we
have believed the more we must do this. When a
person first comes to know the righteousness of God
and receives the remission of his sins, 99% of his
heart is filled with the love of the Lord. His heart
does not waver no matter what kind of temptation
comes to him because the love of the Lord is in the
center of his heart. The heart that confesses, as one of
our hymns goes, “Fear disappears when I dwell with
the Lord for the Lord always protects me” is the 100
points of faith.
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But how does this heart change when a little time
has passed? It changes so much that one would rather
sing something other than this graceful hymn because
his conscience cannot bear it. The spiritual life is
filled with joy and happiness immediately after
receiving the remission of sins, but it becomes
difficult to keep this heart steady when much time
has passed. Like this, spiritual life really is not that
easy. Don’t you also think that it is more difficult to
follow God, follow the Lord, and keep your faith
now than when you first received the remission of
your sins? I am also like that. Our faith should
become stronger with the passing time, but our heart
instead becomes more distressed as time passes.

Let’s Keep Our Hearts with Faith in
the Righteousness of God
The heart of a human can change and waver easily
like this when circumstances change. Therefore, you

and I must keep our hearts that is fundamental to our
spiritual life. We must acknowledge that loving God
more in our heart is upright and live following this
correct answer. There is no other way. There is no
other way but to believe and follow this correct
answer God has bestowed upon us. I am saying that
we are compelled to occasionally clean our hearts
and push out the things of this world
For us who are to lead a proper spiritual life, we
cannot but live encountering this secular world
continually and it becomes a difficult problem. It is
extremely difficult to follow the Lord and serve the
Lord while encountering this world. It is not easy to
keep our faith properly while working for a company
or going to school. What do you think the reason for
this is? It is because many things of this secular
world come into our hearts. Therefore, we must drive
these things out.
The things of this world seem to be beautiful at
times because we are watching them from a distance.
Even a foul-smelling lake looks beautiful when seen
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from afar. But if we should go out into this world
completely, we can reject the world and get closer to
the Lord because we have come to realize that the
world is so filthy. Only then will we be able to live in
the Lord completely. But we cannot defeat these
worldly things that sneak inside us unknowingly
while we think, “I will not live in the world. I live
only for the Lord.” We can realize just how filthy the
world is, reject the world, and come out of it if we
have fallen deep inside of it. Otherwise our hearts
can become immersed in the things of this world that
stream inside of us unconsciously. What does this all
mean? This means that it becomes more difficult for
you and me who dwell and live in the Lord to reject
these worldly things than those who live in it.
Therefore, we must open our heart before God and
find the answer in the light of His truth to this
question: “Am I really believing in God or am I
following this world?” If we do not know properly
what to throw out, the worldly things will constantly
flood our hearts even though we reject it. If this

happens then we will not be able to defeat the world.
The tide of this world is coming in and it will
eventually sneak into our hearts. It will be useless
even trying to block it off with our weak wills. No
matter how much we reject the things of this world,
they come into our hearts continuously with the
strong currents of this world that is flowing
continuously. How can we block this off? The only
way is to love only the Lord much more.
God said to Abraham the ancestor of our faith,
“Do not be afraid, Abraham. I am your shield.” Dear
fellow believers, is this world worthy to love more
than God? No, it is not. Then loving God more than
this world is clearly the correct answer. We must live
like this. As I have said before, we cannot stop the
tide that is invading our hearts constantly even if we
try to keep water from overflowing. However, I
believe God will work in our hearts if we realize that
it is not right for us to live absorbed in the things of
this world, accept for the righteousness of the Lord,
and love Him more. I believe that we will live a
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balanced life as these spiritual things are poured into
the bowl of our hearts and it is filled with 70%
spiritual things and 30% worldly things.
We cannot stop all the things of the world coming
into our hearts. However, we must fill our hearts with
the things of God up to at least 70% and reject
worldly things with this spiritual power. No matter
how a person is filled with the Holy Spirit, he cannot
reject all these worldly things. However, the things of
this world cannot become more than 40% of our
hearts. As time passes, the more we fill our hearts
with the things of God. The more we can maintain
this difficult spiritual life properly.

Our Hearts Must Lean towards
God’s Side
Is 50% of your heart filled with God and 50%
filled with this world? If it is like this, you do not
have proper faith. You must quickly throw away at

least 10% of those worldly things. And you must
maintain the things of the Lord at least 60% in your
heart. In order to do this, you must lean your heart
towards the inside of the Church, towards God and
towards saving souls. Then you can lie down on the
side of the Lord if you go in just a little more in the
things of God. The things of God must be at least
60% of your heart. You are leading your spiritual life
quite well if 70% of your heart is filled with the
things of God. You would be someone like the
Apostle Paul’s younger brother or sister if it were
about 80%. You would be like Jesus’ younger
brother or sister if it were about 90% and you would
be Jesus’ classmate if it were 100%. I believe we will
also be like this if God allows it. However, let us not
be greedy from the beginning. We can be satisfied
with at least 60%. If that is impossible at this point, it
must be at least 55%. It must not be 50% - 50%. If
there is anyone here who is like this, please repent
immediately. Our Lord does not allow this. We begin
to have conflict when the things of this world take up
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50% of our heart. The worldly things have taken up
over 50% of your heart if you think, “It is difficult to
even look at the face of that leader. Brothers and
sisters? What brothers and sisters? My friends in this
world are better. I am weary of this kind of spiritual
life.” The worldly things have taken up 60% now if
you think you want to quit leading your spiritual life.
Such a person can reject the gospel of the Lord and
leave the Lord at any moment. We must know this
fact very well. And we must control our hearts.
Dear fellow believers, you and I must keep these
basic points well. We must at least get 60 points out
of a total of 100 points and that at least is a passing
grade. Of course, it is not easy to get 60 points. They
give 20 basic points in schools also, so they will not
be held back, but there are people who still cannot
get to 60 points when they take the test. Thus, it is
both easy and difficult to obtain 60 points.
A person who has been saved through the Lord
has already obtained 50 points. One just has to get 10
more points, but there are some people who leave the

Lord because they cannot obtain these extra points.
Dear fellow believers, our Lord has given us 50
points already. We can obtain these 10 points if our
heart leans towards the Lord, but we will lose 10
points if we lean towards the world just a little. I
want you to keep your hearts properly. As the tide
ebbs and flows, our hearts also comes and goes as
well.

What Is Our Point of Faith?
A person obtains 90 points in his level of faith if
he does not fall no matter what kind of temptation
shakes him up because the love of the Lord lies to the
center of his heart. Such a person can keep his
spiritual life faithfully. However, a person who has
59 points must repent. Everyone who is below 60
points must repent.
Therefore, let us at least maintain our 60 points. It
should at least be 70 points. I am saying that our
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grade of faith should be at least a C grade. Most of
the born-again who are living in this end period have
barely passed the 60 point mark. There are not many
people who have 70 points or even 80 points.
Because this is such a lewd period, even us who have
been born again go back and forth from 60 points to
70 points. We must maintain at least 70 points. If that
is difficult, we must maintain at least 60 points. Both
you and I must do this.
Our Lord spoke to Abraham, “I am your shield. I
will protect you. I will take responsibility for all your
things. I am your reward. I have blessed you and I
will continue to bless you.” The Lord who has so
much love has manifested Himself to us who believe
in Him. God has become our Shepherd and dwells
with us now as God who blesses us. Shall we then
who lead a spiritual life in this world love the world
more? Shall we love the world and God in the same
way? No, never! We must love God much more. We
must definitely live like this.
There are many times when our hearts drifts

towards a wrong place. I know well that our hearts
are prone to drift towards the world. It is the scheme
of Satan who has power in this world. Let us
therefore keep our minds clear. There must be
nothing in this world that we like more than God. We
must love God more that anything else. We
obviously like the world, but we must love God
much more. That is the upright and proper thing to do.
We must always live like this.
I do not want to tell you to love God 100%. It is
because we cannot expect that from humans who are
so weak. Even if we talk about the higher dimension
of faith, we cannot do it in reality. In conclusion, I
am saying that you and I must love God more that
this world. Do you believe this to be right? Do you
believe this is the right way to live? Moreover, do
you believe that you can live like this? You can live
like this. You can live like this because God has
given us these basic points. It is simple. This is the
grace of our Lord. And so we just have to lean just a
little towards the side of God’s Word, towards God’s
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side, and towards the side of the Church. We will
naturally fall towards God if we lean just a little
towards God. I am saying that we should willfully
lean just a little towards God. Then our Lord will
guide us with the rest. This is what a proper spiritual
life is all about.

Leaning towards the Righteousness
of the Lord Is True Spiritual Life
We must lean our hearts towards the Lord more.
We must live with this clear understanding. If we do
not know this truth, we cannot but live more for the
things of this world in our hearts. We must throw
away worldly things quickly from our hearts. And we
must fill up our hearts more with the things of the
Lord quickly. If there is anything to clean up, we
must clean it up quickly. Of course, we cannot clean
away all these things, but when these worldly things
come streaming into our hearts, we must clean them

away quickly and cast them out.
Dear fellow believers, we must lean our hearts
more towards God especially in these end times. This
is the era in which we must remember these truths.
Our Lord will return in just a short while. There will
be chaos in this world after just a few more years. All
this information is shared from a computer
communication network. The best chess player on
this planet had a chess match against a computer
program, and that person won the match by the score
of three wins and one loss. That chess master said, “I
am not afraid of the computer because it does not
have any emotion. I was able to win because of this.”
What does this mean? It means that humans would
lose to computers if they strengthened the power of
that computer just a little more. And humans would
be under their rule. And so he said there will come a
time soon when humans will be under the rule of
computers.
Computers and internet systems have become so
advanced now that the entire world is connected to
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each other like one nation. Even children and older
folk are learning to use a computer. This is the era
where computers are receiving the spotlight more
than humans. Thus, the Lord will come soon. So I
admonish you all to keep faith in these trying end
times. I am saying that we should love God more
than this world.
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The Same Faith as
Abraham’s Faith
< Genesis 15:1-6 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what
will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Then
Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me no
offspring; indeed one born in my house is my
heir!’ And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.’ And He said to him,
‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in

the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.”

Did Abraham Believe in God’s
Promise?
As we can see in today’s Scripture reading, when
Abraham looked up towards the stars in the heavens,
God said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
God promised Abraham like this, and Abraham
believed totally in this Word of God. Abraham
believed in exactly what God had told him, that He
will make his descendants as many as the stars in the
sky. When God asks us if we believe in His Word,
we must also be able to answer boldly, “Yes, I
believe.” Only those who are able to give this answer
can truly believe in this gospel Word of the water and
the Spirit as well.
I used to get up early in the morning sometimes
and try counting the stars in the sky. If God tells me
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to look up the stars in the sky and asks me the same
question that He asked Abraham, saying to me, “Do
you believe in My Word?” then I will answer Him
with a ‘Yes.’ I will say to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe
in You. Although my acts are insufficient, I believe
in You and Your Word. I believe that You, who
came by the gospel of the water and the Spirit, is my
Savior. Lord, when You came to this earth, You bore
all my sins and curses and solved them all away. As I
could not live according to Your Word, I committed
countless sins, and I was destined for hell because of
these sins. Yet You came to this earth incarnated in
the flesh of man for me, took upon all my sins once
and for all, and bore the condemnation of my sins in
my place by being crucified to death. I believe in this,
Lord. And I believe that in my stead, and in everyone
else’s place, You were baptized, shed Your blood to
death, rose from the dead in three days, and ascended
to Heaven to sit at the right hand of the throne of God
the Father.” I can say boldly, “I believe in Your
righteousness. I believe in all the righteousness You

have fulfilled to me. And I believe in all Your Word
of promises.”
You and I have received the everlasting remission
of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit, the Word of God with all our hearts. It is not
by keeping the Law before God that we have
received salvation. Our salvation was reached by our
faith in the Word of God and His righteousness
revealed in this Word. What can be called true faith
before God is the faith that’s based on the written
Word of God, not on one’s own acts. The Apostle
Paul wrote, “For in it [the gospel] the righteousness
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
‘The just shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:17). As this
passage says, it is by believing in the gospel Word of
the water and the Spirit that you and I have received
the remission of sins once and for all, not by walking
by the Law of God.
Therefore, if God were to ask me, “Do you
believe in My righteousness?” I will answer Him as
the following: “Yes, Lord. I know Your
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righteousness and I believe in it without a doubt. I
believe that You have blotted out all the sins of my
entire lifetime with the gospel of the water and the
Spirit, that You have made me sinless, and that You
have through this become My Savior. I believe that
even though I was a sinner by nature, You made me a
righteous man by blotting out all my sins with Your
righteousness. I believe that You have made me Your
child. I also believe that You have given me Heaven
and everlasting life.” All of you sitting in front of this
pulpit must also be able to confess like this. If you
really want to be approved by God and be born again
like Abraham, then you must all believe in God’s
Word of righteousness completely.
As you know very well, during the time of the Old
Testament God gave the Word of the Law to sinners.
Now I will explain to you what effects the Law of
God had on us, and what kind of faith enables us to
attain the righteousness of God.

The God-Established Law
The
first
five
Books
of
the
Old
Testament―Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy―are all called the Pentateuch. Of
the countless people appearing in the Pentateuch,
God called Abraham in particular, and as Abraham
believed in the Word of God, his faith was accounted
for righteousness. God made Abraham one of His
righteous people.
Abraham received the remission of his sins by
believing in the God-spoken Word with his heart. On
account of this right faith in the Word of God, he
became one of God’s people and a righteous man.
After a long while, when the people of Israel, that is,
Abraham’s descendants were led by Moses out of
their 430 years of slavery in Egypt and crossed the
Red Sea, God gave them His Law. In other word,
God gave His Law to the descendants of Abraham
gathered in the wilderness near Mount Sinai. This
Law was established by God. God had given it to
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human beings, the descendants of Adam, for their
own sake. In giving 613 statutes and commandments
that human beings must keep before Him, God
established the Law that must be kept between Him
and us human beings.
However, the real purpose for establishing this
Law was to teach the people of Israel and us through
the Law of God, just how insufficient our hearts and
acts are, and how sinful we are. God established no
less than 613 statutes for His Law. But these statutes
were not given so that we would keep all the Law of
God. What is the real reason God gave us His Law?
It was given to us so that every human being would
realize that no one can stand upright before God on
his own acts of the flesh. Put differently, these 613
statutes were established by God so that human
beings would look at themselves and realize that they
are inevitably destined for hell.

A Wrong Vow
However, the people of Israel at that time did not
realize the intention of this God-established Law of
613 statutes, and so they vowed to keep and obey
every commandment God had given them.
Let’s turn to Exodus chapter 24 here: “So Moses
came and told the people all the words of the
LORD and all the judgments. And all the people
answered with one voice and said, ‘All the words
which the LORD has said we will do.’ And Moses
wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose
early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot
of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to
the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young men
of the children of Israel, who offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to
the LORD. And Moses took half the blood and put
it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled on the
altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and
read in the hearing of the people. And they said,
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‘All that the LORD has said we will do, and be
obedient.’ And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it
on the people, and said, ‘This is the blood of the
covenant which the LORD has made with you
according to all these words’” (Exodus 24:3-8).
And in Exodus chapter 20, God said, “You shall
have no other gods before Me; you shall not take
My name in vain; You shall not make for yourself
a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow
down to them nor serve them; remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy; honor your father and
your mother; you shall not murder; you shall not
steal; you shall not covet.” From Exodus 20:1, God
established the Ten Commandments like this. The
first four commandments specify our obligations to
God, and the remaining six commandments specify
the obligations that we have to each other as fellow
human beings. And from Exodus chapter 21 and on,
God then spoke about ethical requirements that

should guide our behavior towards both God and
other human beings. For example, one requirement is
that we should not hurt others lest we are also hurt. In
other words, God spoke about moral and ethical
obligations that we should keep as human beings.
Like this, God specified the Ten Commandments
and other statutes, and there were a total of 613
decrees. He then made Moses read to the people of
Israel all these commandments of God which was
written on a scroll. Moses then put half the blood of
peace offerings in basins and sprinkled it over the
people of Israel who accepted the Law of God and
swore to keep it all. With this act, we can see that
God was saying to the Israelites, “If you fail to keep
these 613 statutes that I have now established, you
will die like these animals. This Law is the covenant
you and I have established with blood.”
However, at that time, the people of Israel did not
realize yet that they were unable to keep the Law. So
they vowed before God, “Yes, we will keep and obey
all these statutes of the Law.” It wasn’t so much that
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the Israelites at that time thought about whether they
could keep the Law of God or not, but they thought
that they had to keep it regardless because it was
God’s commandment.” However, God knew
beforehand that the people of Israel would not be
able to keep all His Law, and so He gave them the
sacrificial system of salvation, of the remission of
sins. The wages of sin is death. But to all sinners
unable to keep the Law, God allowed them to be
washed from their sins by offering sacrifices
according to the just sacrificial system ministered by
the priests in congruence to the law of death.
My fellow believers, you and I are simply too
inadequate to keep all these 613 commandments of
the God-established Law. In other words, you and I
cannot avoid but be condemned for our sins. Once
the Law of God came into this world through Moses,
anyone who failed to live according to this Law must
bear the condemnation of sin. God is the Almighty,
the Legislator, and the Ruler. When we disobey the
Word of this Ruler, then we deserve to bear the

condemnation of sin. The justice of God is strict
according to His Law. When we break the Law of
God, we are not forgiven just by asking, “Lord,
please forgive me,” but we have to be condemned
according to the just Law of God. That is how strict
and clear the just Law of God is. Therefore, since we
were simply incapable of keeping the statutes of God,
we could not escape His just judgment. No matter
how hard we tried to keep the Law of God, we could
never achieve this on our own, and so another law,
the just law of salvation was needed. Because every
human being who is a sinner before God cannot
avoid but die and be cursed according to the Law of
God, it was absolutely necessary to have the law of
salvation that enables everyone to be saved from all
sins. Even though human beings are incapable of
keeping the statutes of the Law of God, but the
people of Israel did not realize this, and that is why
they vowed to God that they would keep the Law.
Did God then establish His Law to judge the
people of Israel? No, that is not the case. The Bible
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says that God gave us the Law so that we would
realize our sins. This is clearly explained in Romans
3:19-21: “Now we know that whatever the law says,
it says to those who are under the law, that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by
the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the
righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed,
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets.”
What does it mean when the Bible says here, “By
the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His
sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin”? It
means that God gave us the Law to expose our
blemishes. The function of the Law is to enable us to
realize our sinfulness, and that anyone who is sinful
must bear the punishment of sin.
In Christian communities today, there are many
spiritual leaders who teach their congregations that
the Law of God must be obeyed. Think about it for a
moment. How many Christians are trying to live

according to the Word of the Law and yet are
disappointed to see their weaknesses and
shortcomings as they end up breaking the Law? Of
course, it’s admirable that all these Christians are
trying to keep the Law of God and His
commandments, but one thing that we must realize
clearly here is that we can never keep the Law of
God.
That is why God established the sacrificial system
whereby the Israelites were washed from their sins
by offering sacrificial animals in the Tabernacle. In
Old Testament times, when one opened the screen
door of the court of the Tabernacle and stepped
inside, the very first thing he saw was the altar of
burnt offering. Do you know what the altar of burnt
offering means spiritually? To be washed from their
sins, the people of the Old Testament brought an
unblemished lamb or goat to the altar of burnt
offering, and passed their sins to this sacrificial
animal by laying their hands on its head. And when
the blood was drawn from the throat of this sacrificial
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animal and given to the priest, the priest who was
ministering in the Tabernacle accepted this blood, put
some of it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering,
and poured the rest of the blood on the ground below
the altar of burnt offering. The flesh of the sacrificial
animal was then cut into pieces. These cut-pieces
were then put on the altar of burnt offering and a fire
was built below it. The fire then devoured all the
flesh.
What do all these procedures reveal? They reveal
that even though the sinner had to be cast into hell,
this sacrificial animal bore his sins through the laying
on of hands and was condemned for him. Like this,
God had prepared two things beforehand as the
solution to the problem of our sins. One of them was
the Law of God, and the other was the sacrificial
system whereby one washed away his sins by passing
them onto the sacrificial animal and offering it to
God by burning it. Put differently, this means that
God had prepared a sacrificial animal and a High
Priest to save us from sin. The sacrifice offered at the

altar of burnt offering was the Lord. This sacrificial
Lamb accepted our sins once and for all through the
laying on of hands, died on the Cross, rose from the
dead, and has through this become our everlasting
Savior.
However, we still continue to commit sin while
living in this world. For this reason the Lord gave us
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, so that
we would be washed even from all our future
transgressions. Beyond the altar of burnt offering was
a laver. This laver, made of bronze, was shaped like a
big basin, and it was filled with water. After cutting
the sacrificial animal to pieces and offering it on the
altar of burnt offering, if the priests sought to enter
the Sanctuary where God’s Ark of the Testimony
was located, they had to wash their hands and feet
with the water of the laver of bronze without fail
before entering. Only then could they avoid death.
The priests were responsible for ministering the
sacrifices that washed away the sins of the people,
and when the priests sought to come before the
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presence of God, they washed away their filth first
with the water prepared in the laver of bronze, and in
this way they were able to avoid being killed for their
sins.
This laver of bronze was given as the place for the
priests of the Old Testament to wash away their sins.
The laver was made of bronze. When we turn to the
Bible, we see that the laver was made of mirrors used
by the women of Israel. It’s written that the laver was
made of the mirrors that the women in those days
used to see their reflection. There was a special
reason why God used bronze mirrors to make the
laver of the Tabernacle. It was to make it known that
the Law of God is like a mirror showing people’s
reflection. The Law of God is a mirror that God has
given us. We see ourselves with a mirror. It’s with a
mirror that we see how our faces, heads, and bodies
look like. Without the mirror, we don’t know if there
is something dirty on our faces, and that is why we
use a mirror. Like this, God has enabled us to realize
through His Word just how sinful our human hearts

and acts are, and just how many sins we have, so that
we may receive the remission of our sins by
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit
fulfilled by the Lord. This is the Law’s function. The
Bible says, “By the law is the knowledge of sin.” The
function of the Law is to show us our sins, and this is
why it exists. In other words, God gave us this Law
to show us how the sinners who still have not
received the remission of sins look like.
What then is the sin of the human race? Every act
and thought that is not in accordance with the will of
God is a sin. Put differently, any failure to live
according to the Word of God is a sin. The inability
to live according to the 613 commandments
established by God, the inability to live according to
God’s will—none other than this is the sin of
mankind. It’s not just when you steal something that
you commit sin, but you are a sinner because you are
unable to keep the God-established Law, and you
were born with sin. This is the real sin before God.
The Law of God exposes the sinful nature hidden
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in every sinner. The Law points out the sin of not
living according to the will of God. For instance, the
commandment prohibiting us from murder reveals
the fact that we are in fact murderers. God is saying
to us, “When you get angry, in your heart you want
to beat someone to death, even if that person has
done nothing to you. If not this, then you wish that
person to be hit by a car and die.” God is saying that
the evil desires you harbor in your heart all constitute
sins. This means that in God’s sight, the wicked wish
that’s in your heart and the sin that’s committed with
your acts are exactly the same.
Because we are not divine but human, we only
argue over the sins that are exposed outwardly. But
what about the Almighty God? If we want the
evidence of our sins, God gives us irrefutable
evidence through the Old Testament. Ask God, “Why
am I a sinner?” God will then say to you, “Because
you are a descendant of Adam, you were born with
sin. By one man’s transgression many became
sinners, and that is your seed. Because you are

Adam’s descendant, you are automatically a sinner as
well.” Like this, the Word of God contains evidence
that clearly shows that we are all sinners.
God knows everything about us, for He is
omniscient and omnipotent. He knows all about our
fundamental nature. He knows what’s in our hearts,
how we act in our lives, and even what kind of sin we
will commit in the future. So God said to us,
“Because of the sins that are in your hearts, you will
all bear the condemnation of sin. You shall die
because of your sins. You will face the judgment of
fire. Just as the flesh of the sacrificial animal is burnt
on the altar of burnt offering, you will be cast into the
lake of never-ending fire and brimstone to suffer
forever for your sins.” The reason why God gave us
the mirror of the Law is to enable to us realize our
sins and seek out Jesus Christ our Lord.
No one can practice the Law of God exactly as it
is—not you, not me, not anyone else. There is no one
in this world who can keep the Law of God perfectly.
On the contrary, through this Law God wants our
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hearts to be convicted, and to admit to Him, “Yes,
Lord, You are right. We are indeed sinners.” God is
telling us to realize that we are sinners by nature, and
then be saved from all our sins perfectly by believing
in God—that is, by believing that God bore all our
sins and blotted them out.

The Right Faith
When God asks us, “Do you know My
righteousness? What is your understanding?” we
must answer as follows: “Lord, in Your sight I was a
sinner destined to hell. I was someone deserving to
be condemned before Your eyes. But the loving God
came to this earth in the name of Jesus Christ
incarnated in the flesh of man. And at the age of 30,
this Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the
Jordan River in my place, and in this most fitting way,
He bore all my sins and all the sins of mankind once
and for all. And by shedding His blood and dying on

the Cross for my sins, Jesus was condemned in my
place, and He has thereby saved me from all the
condemnation of sin, all my blemishes, and the sin of
not keeping all the 613 statutes of the Law. Father, as
You sent Jesus Christ Your only begotten Son to this
earth, He bore all my sins once and for all through
the baptism He received from John the Baptist. I
believe that the Lord has saved me from sin in this
way. I believe that You have saved me.”
So when God asks you, “Do you believe in My
righteousness?” you must be able to answer Him like
this: “Yes, Lord, I believe in Your righteousness. I
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit; I
believe that You are the true God; and I believe that
You have become my Lord and Savior. In order to
save such an insufficient being like myself from all
my sins, Jesus the Son of God came to this earth once,
took upon all my sins by being baptized by John the
Baptist, and was condemned in my place. I believe
that the Lord rose from the dead in three days and is
now sitting at the right hand of the throne of God the
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Father. I believe that the Lord did all these things
while on this earth for one reason alone, to save me.
My acts will be insufficient until the day I die. But I
have been saved through the righteousness of
God—not thorough my acts, nor through the Law.”
My fellow believers, do you know the
righteousness of God? Do you believe that Jesus
Christ, God Himself, is your Savior? Do you believe
that He has blotted out all your sins once and for all
with the gospel of the water and the Spirit? Do you
believe that Jesus Christ bore all your sins by being
baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, paid
off all the wages of your sins by shedding His blood
to death on the Cross, rose from the dead, and is now
sitting at the right hand of the throne of God the
Father? Do you believe that Jesus’ birth on this earth,
His baptism, His death on the Cross, His resurrection,
and His ascension were all done for you and me?
God is still asking us, “Do you know My
righteousness?” Of course, the acts of our flesh are
insufficient. However, we have faith in the

righteousness of God. We believe in God’s
righteousness. By believing in the righteousness of
God, we have become righteous, sinless, and flawless
people. On account of our faith in God’s
righteousness, all of us have become His people.
Therefore, we can say boldly to God, “I have no sin.”
That’s because Jesus, full of love, bore all our sins
through the baptism He received in the Jordan River.
And He shed His blood on the Cross. By believing in
the water and the blood of Jesus, we have become
righteous. You and I are of those who believe in
Jesus Christ wholly, the one and only Savior who has
delivered us from all our sins.
Our God said, “For in it [the gospel] the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.”
What is the gospel mentioned here? In Greek, the
word ‘gospel’ is “euaggelion,” which means “good
news.” What then is the most joyful news for us? It is
that even though we were destined to hell because of
our life-long failure to keep the 613 statutes and
commandments of the Law of God, Jesus Christ
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came to this earth and bore all our sins in our place
by being baptized, and we have become sinless by
believing in Him. None other than this is the most
joyful news and the gospel.
As sinners, we could never have become righteous
through our own acts. However, our Lord came to
this earth to make all sinners righteous, to save them
from sin, and to deliver them from judgment. Having
thus come to this earth, Jesus accepted all our sins
through His baptism by saying, “Permit it to be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness” (Matthew 3:15), and He has thereby
made it possible for us to be saved perfectly.
The laying on of hands and the baptism of Jesus
are two Biblical ways in which one’s sins are
transferred. In the age of the Old Testament, one’s
sins were passed onto a lamb when he laid his hands
on its head; likewise, in the age of the New
Testament, all our sins were passed onto Jesus when
He was baptized in the Jordan River. To save us His
creatures, the Almighty God Himself, the eternal

Ruler, forsook His throne of glory, took on the image
of man, and was born on this earth as the Baby Jesus
through the body of a virgin named Mary. And by
being baptized by John the Baptist, He accepted all
the sins of every sinner of this world once and for all.
Moreover, by shedding His blood on the Cross, He
has saved us from the condemnation of all these sins.
My fellow believers, Jesus was baptized in this way.
Through His baptism the Lord bore all the sins of this
world, each and every sin of mankind. This is the
true gospel, and this is the righteousness of God.
This work of making everyone sinless in the most
proper way is God’s righteousness and the true
gospel. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son.” Just as this
passage tells us, Jesus came to this earth and took
upon all our sins through His baptism. Jesus Christ
accepted all the sins of this world onto His own body.
Not just your sins and mine, but all the sins of this
world were passed onto Jesus through His baptism.
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Those Who Believe in the True
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit
Have Been Saved Eternally
Let’s turn to Hebrews chapter 10 before ending
today’s sermon. It’s written in Hebrews 10:1-2, “For
the law, having a shadow of the good things to come,
and not the very image of the things, can never with
these same sacrifices, which they offer continually
year by year, make those who approach perfect. For
then would they not have ceased to be offered? For
the worshipers, once purified, would have had no
more consciousness of sins.”
In the days of the Old Testament, the Israelites
passed their sins onto a sacrificial animal every day,
cut its throat and drew its blood, put its flesh on the
altar of burnt offering and burnt it, and in this way
the sacrificial animal had to bear the condemnation
of sin in their place. What does this all mean? This
sacrifice was the sign of the promise that Jesus would
come to this earth, bear all our sins through His

baptism, shed His blood and be condemned on the
Cross in our place, and thereby make us sinless. In
other words, the Old Testament’s ritual of the laying
on of hands was a shadow of the baptism of Jesus
Christ to be realized. Jesus was the real substance,
and this Word of the Old Testament was His shadow.
If there is a shadow, there must be the real object
casting this shadow. And when the age of the New
Testament came, Jesus Christ, the real substance,
personally came to this earth and finished the work of
blotting out all the sins of humankind.
The Bible says in Hebrews 10:9-10, “Then He
said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.’
He takes away the first that He may establish the
second. By that will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
Where it says here, “I have come to do Your will, O
God,” who has come to do the will of God? Who is
“I” in this passage? It’s none other than Jesus who
came to do the will of God. No human being can ever
do the will of God. The only way for us to do the will
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of God is to believe with our hearts that Jesus Christ
blotted out all our sins when He came to this earth.
How did Jesus fulfill the will of the Father when He
came to this earth? He made everyone sinless by
bearing all the sins of the entire human race through
His baptism, and He was vicariously condemned on
behalf of the entire human race. This is how Jesus
fulfilled the will of God.
God said, “He takes away the first that He may
establish the second.” My fellow believers, you must
remember clearly that you can never receive
salvation through the Law. Your sins are never
blotted out by the Law. That is why God replaced the
Law with the law of love and salvation.
The Bible continues on to say, “By that will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). Take
a look at this passage. Does it say that we will be
sanctified in the future? No, it says that “we have
been sanctified,” which means that our sanctification
has already been completed. Jesus is telling us to

believe in Him, “It’s all over. I have now finished
blotting out all your sins. All that you have to do is
just believe. Do you now believe in Me? As you
believe in God, believe in Me also.” Therefore, it is
only a matter of time that we should indeed believe
in Jesus and His work of salvation. Jesus is the
Savior. He is God Himself. He is the Creator who
made the universe and all things.
It’s written in Hebrews 10:11-14, “And every
priest stands ministering daily and offering
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins. But this Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand
of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are
made His footstool. For by one offering He has
perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”
My fellow believers, has Jesus blotted out all your
sins forever and completely as this passage says, or
has He not done this? He has indeed blotted them all
out! If you make a mistake tomorrow, will you turn
into a sinner again? No, you will not turn into a
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sinner again. Just as the saying goes, “Once a marine,
always a marine,” those of us who have become
righteous by receiving the remission of sins from
Jesus are forever righteous. Those who know God
correctly and believe in Him correctly do not trust in
themselves, nor do they look at their own weaknesses.
They only look towards God and meditate on what
He has done for them, and they believe in God alone.
As those who have received the remission of their
sins and salvation through Jesus Christ, we are such
righteous people. We are the righteous who are
forever perfect.
The Bible says in Hebrews 10:15-16, “But the
Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said
before, ‘This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My
laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write
them.’” The covenant that Jesus will make with us
after blotting out all our sins is this: “I will put My
laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write
them.” My fellow believers, has God saved us or

not? He has saved us all. Is there any sin left in our
hearts then? No, there is none. Is there any sin in our
minds? No, there is no sin. Are we then sinners or
righteous people? We are righteous people. This is
what is written in our minds. God has written this in
the hearts of all those who believe in Him.
Let’s turn to verse 17 again: “Their sins and their
lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Verse 18
then continues on to say, “Now where there is
remission of these, there is no longer an offering for
sin.” That is right; Jesus has blotted out all the sins of
the world. He said that “there is no longer an
offering for sin.” It’s all over! Every believer is now
sinless. All who believe in the gospel of the water
and the Spirit have been saved from sin forever.
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The Righteousness That
Abraham Received
From God

‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in
the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness. Then He said to him, ‘I am the
LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’”

< Genesis 15:1-7 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what
will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Then
Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me no
offspring; indeed one born in my house is my
heir!’ And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.’ And He said to him,

In today’s Scripture reading God told Abraham to
look up towards the heavens and see if he was able to
count the number of stars in the sky. And then God
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” It is
recorded in the Bible that Abraham believed in the
Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.
I am speaking here of the righteousness Abraham
received from God. How did Abraham receive this
righteousness? He received it by believing in the
Words God had spoken to him. The righteousness
Abraham received was by the faith of believing in the
Word of God. Likewise we also become righteous
before the presence of God when we have the same
faith as Abraham had.
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However, those who do not know or refuse to
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit say
“Look! Did God not account Abraham’s faith to him
for righteousness when Abraham believed in the
Word of God although he did not know the gospel of
the water and the Spirit?” They insist that one is
approved as a sinless person only if he believes in
Jesus as the Savior although still with sin in his heart.
But Abraham’s faith is different from the faith of
these kinds of people. The Word states, “He believed
in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.”
In the Gospel of John, it is written that one
receives salvation and eternal life when that person
believes only in Jesus. So, most Christians today
believe that they are saved because they profess Jesus
Christ as their Savior. However, becoming a
righteous person before the presence of God is not
that simple. Jesus said concerning sinners, “Unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

The thing we must keep in mind is that it is not
genuine faith before the presence of God when we
claim to believe only in Jesus without knowing the
righteousness of God. We clearly become the
righteous before the presence of God when we
understand and believe in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit. The truth is that we still become God’s
people and the righteous no matter how lacking we
are if we believe in the Word that Jesus Christ came
to this world and received the baptism from John the
Baptist in order to blot out all our sins, died on the
Cross, and was resurrected from dead.

Do You or Do You Not Have Sins in
Your Heart?
Some people who do not have faith of believing in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which is the
righteousness of God, sometimes think along these
lines: “What happens when a person falls back into
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sin after receiving the remission of their sins? Does
that person then become a sinner again? How then
can one confess that he is a righteous person when he
does not have a firm conviction of his sinlessness?”
They really struggle with this.
They become distressed with such things because
they do not have faith of knowing and believing in
the gospel of the water and the Spirit which is the
righteousness of God. It is all because they do not
have faith of believing in this genuine gospel that
contains the righteousness of God. And unlike
Abraham, they do not have the correct faith of
believing in the Word of God.
Abraham is the ancestor of our faith. When we
believe in the complete Word of God, we become
approved as righteous people, that is, upright people
without sin before the presence of God. How can we
be approved as the people of God? We can be
approved as the people of God by faith by believing
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit exactly as
God told us.

Long ago God said to Abraham, “Look now
towards heaven, and count the stars if you are able to
number them” (Genesis 15:5). This Word means, “I
will make your descendants number as many as the
stars of heaven.” Abraham believed in God’s Word
because God told him personally. Are we not also the
people who believe in the gospel of the water and the
Spirit like this too? We cannot become clean by the
Law of God, but has all our sins not been blotted out
once and for all by our faith of believing in the
gospel Word of the water and the Spirit that blotted
out all our sins? We have all certainly received the
remission of our sins once and for all by faith of
believing in the righteousness of God.
Would there be sin in the conscience of a person
who believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit,
which is the righteousness of God? No, there can be
none. One becomes sinless when one stands firm by
the faith of believing in the gospel of the water and
the Spirit as written in the Scriptures. Satan cannot
cause any harm to your faith if you who believe in
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the gospel of the water and the Spirit. A human being
can commit sins while living in this world because he
has weaknesses and shortcomings and also because
he has a strong ego. In times like this, that is,
whenever we feel our shortcomings overwhelming us,
the thing we must remember is the gospel of the
water and the Spirit and the righteousness Abraham
received before the presence of God when he
believed in His Word just as it was.
We must remember the Word of the gospel of the
water and the Spirit and also have absolute faith of
believing in the righteousness of God. Therefore, no
matter what shortcomings we may have and no
matter how Satan brings charges against us because
our deeds, we must defeat him by our faith of
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit,
which is the righteousness of God. We must always
stand firm by the faith of believing in the
righteousness of God. A righteous person believes in
God’s Word of righteousness, proclaims this faith,
stands firm by this faith in spite of the Devil’s

oppression and condemnation, and always takes care
of others’ souls.
We must believe in this since the Scriptures tell us
that the Lord has saved us from all our sins when we
have the faith of believing in the gospel of the water
and the Spirit, which is the righteousness of God,
although we are still weak in the flesh. A righteous
person must proclaim that he has become sinless by
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and
he can stand before the presence of God by this faith
and do the righteous work before the presence of God
by this faith. One cannot do God’s work unless he
has this faith of believing in the gospel of the water
and the Spirit.
Without faith of believing in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, we would have lived the life of a
slave being exploited and oppressed by the Devil
again and again. It is faith of believing in the gospel
of the water and the Sprit, which is the righteousness
of God that defeats the Devil. One is accounted as a
righteous person only by faith of believing in the
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Word of God. We have become the righteous by
having faith of believing in the Word of the
righteousness of God just like Abraham did. We were
able to become the tools of the righteousness and the
servants of God when we attained this faith of
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit;
and we also become a powerful person in the Lord,
and do not die due to our sins. Therefore, I want you
to always remember that Abraham followed after the
Word of God by faith.

We Must Keep Our Hearts Open
We have received the remission of our sins in our
hearts by knowing and believing in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit, which is the righteousness of
God. What should we do after that?
Let’s look at the Word from the Book of Exodus
chapter 21 verses 1 to 6, “Now these are the
judgments which you shall set before them: If you

buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years; and
in the seventh he shall go out free and pay nothing. If
he comes in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if
he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with
him. If his master has given him a wife, and she has
borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her
children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out by
himself. But if the servant plainly says, ‘I love my
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out
free,’ then his master shall bring him to the judges.
He shall also bring him to the door, or to the
doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an
awl; and he shall serve him forever.”
It tells us that when a Hebrew purchased a servant,
that servant served for six years, and he was set free
in the seventh year, but if that servant did not want to
be freed and wanted to live with his master, his
master would pierce his ear with an awl.
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We Must Pierce the Ear of Our
Hearts
We must listen carefully to what God is saying to
us as we live in this world. We must listen attentively
to the Word of God in order to become a servant of
God. We must listen carefully to what God is
commanding the saints through the Church. Only
then can we live righteously as a servant of the Lord.
God told the Hebrews to pierce the ear of a servant
with an awl as a sign of becoming his true servant. It
means that when we do certain spiritual works, we
must obey and follow within the ministry of the
preceding servants of God in His Church. Only then
can we live as the servants of God doing the work of
the Master.
Servants of God must have keen spiritual ears. It
is because faith really manifests in the heart
including spiritual awakening, and one can
distinguish the will of the Lord and live according to
the Lord’s will only when we obey the command of

the Master faithfully. You can understand the Lord’s
will only when you understand the meaning of the
words of these preceding servants, and you can live
according to the will of the Lord and do His will only
when you know the will of the Lord. It is important
for a servant to have ears that listens well like this. A
righteous person must have his ear pierced well. A
righteous person must remove all the residues of filth
from his heart. One must check and see if the door of
the heart is not blocked off, and must pierce it well
by faith if it is clogged up.
We must listen carefully to what the Lord is
saying to us. We must listen carefully to what the
Lord is saying during the hour of these sermons that
preach the Word of God, listen carefully to what God
is saying in our life, open the doors of our hearts, and
believe and follow with a heart of faith. The Lord
said that faith comes by hearing (Romans 10:17).
Therefore, we cannot attain true faith if we cannot
understand the Word of God very well.
Faith does not come to us if we cannot listen well
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to what the predecessors of faith are saying to us.
And as a result we would have given up our faith
because we would have to follow God reluctantly out
of our own faithlessness. We must listen carefully to
what God is saying to us. We must listen to His
Word and believe in it because there is faith in this
Word and there is truth in this Word. I want you all
to remember this.
We must listen attentively to all the words of these
preceding servants of God even when we do the work
of God. It is important to do God’s work faithfully,
but it is more important to understand the words and
the heart of the preceding servants and obey them.
We would most certainly end up dying if we do not
understand the words of these predecessors correctly
and just interpret them out of our own volition and do
as we please. Would it not be the end of it all if his
superior told him to stop working and leave him? It
would then be the end of it. I want you to remember
this.
The limit of your strength or your lacking is not a

problem. The important thing is for you is to hear
carefully to what the Lord is saying and believe in it.
Only then can you follow the Lord until the very end.
Those who come after you can also follow you well
by faith when you listen carefully to the words of
these predecessors of faith and follow them by faith.
I want you to open the ears of your heart to the Word
of righteousness of God and believe in it.
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You Must Keep
Your Heart Away
From Material Greed

‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in
the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness. Then He said to him, ‘I am the
LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’”

< Genesis 15:1-7 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what
will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Then
Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me no
offspring; indeed one born in my house is my
heir!’ And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.’ And He said to him,

God said to Abraham, our ancestor of faith, “I am
your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” Today I
want to share the Word with you about “What kind
of faith should we have?” In other words, I want to
share with you about faith that leads you to the
blessing of God, and I want this faith to become your
shield and your exceedingly great reward. I know
that faith in God that becomes one’s shield and
exceedingly great reward is a blessed and great faith.
Let us now look in detail about how Abraham was
able to attain such faith.
In the Book of Genesis chapter 12 we read of an
account of Abraham selling his wife due to his
weaknesses, but afterwards coming to attain much
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wealth because of it. After becoming wealthy like
this, Abraham separated from his nephew Lot. Lot
became jealous of Abraham and left for the land of
Sodom that God forbade them to go. However
Abraham did not leave but instead stayed on in that
land. Lot made a fleshly choice, while Abraham on
the other hand followed after the Word of God.
In the Book of Genesis chapter 14 we read about
Abraham plunging into war with his warriors to
rescue Lot. He won that war and brought back the
people who were taken as well as many spoils of the
war. And Abraham said to the king of Sodom who
went out to greet Abraham, “Give me the persons,
and take the goods for yourself” (Genesis 14:21). He
said, “I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal
strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours,
lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram
rich’—except only what the young men have eaten,
and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion”
(Genesis 14:23-24).

Today’s Scripture passage is about the Word that
follows this incident. God manifested Himself to
Abraham who became his shield, who did not cling
to material wealth and gave to him an exceedingly
great reward. Abraham did not request this, but God
promised this first from His standpoint, saying, “I am
your shield, your exceedingly great reward” (Genesis
15:1).

How Does Such Faith and Such Belief
Manifest Itself before the Presence of
God?
Starting from the Book of Genesis chapter 12 we
read how Abraham did not seek material wealth for
himself but instead followed after the Word of God.
Even when he separated from his nephew Lot he said,
“Please let there be no strife between you and me,
and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for
we are brethren. Is not the whole land before you?
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Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I
will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I
will go to the left” (Genesis 13:8-9). When a dispute
on material concern arose between Abraham and his
nephew, Abraham told Lot to leave him without
hesitation. Abraham said that he could not dwell
together with him anymore. Then his nephew Lot left
Abraham and embarked on a journey towards the
land of Sodom. At that time only all the evil people
who opposed God lived in the land of Sodom, but
Lot nevertheless left God and went into this region
which was full of evil people. After that, as it shows
in the Book of Genesis chapter 14, Chedorlaomer and
his allies attacked the king of Sodom and his allies
and drove out the king of Sodom. They took all the
people that were living in the land of Sodom and
confiscated all their wealth as spoils.
When Abraham heard this news he went after
them with 318 of his trained servants who were born
and raised in his house and rescued Lot and
everything they took. He brought back not only the

people, but also brought back the wealth and material
things that was taken away. Greeting Abraham who
was returning from the war victoriously, the king of
Sodom said, “Give me back the persons, and take the
goods for yourself.” How did Abraham respond to
this? Abraham refused this request from the king of
Sodom, saying, “I will take nothing, from a thread to
a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that
is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram
rich. So we see here that Abraham did not stick to
material greed even when he had a chance to take the
spoils that were as big as a mountain. God appeared
to Abraham immediately after this incident and said
to him, “I am your shield, your exceedingly great
reward.”
Like this, Abraham was always conscious of God
whilst he was living in this world. He was not like
this always but he acknowledged the fact that “God
protects me and blesses me when I follow after God.”
Even if God had not given such blessings to
Abraham, he would still have followed the Word of
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God from the beginning, and that is the reason why
he is praised as the greatest ancestor of faith among
so many people that have lived on this Earth.
Abraham truly was the person who was most faithful.
He faced and instead chose to follow after God at
every turn. And because of this God became his
shield and a reward. God made this promise
personally even before Abraham requested this.
You and I must also cast away the greed of the
flesh and material things and follow after God with a
pure spirit if we want to become a person of sincere
faith like Abraham, and also become someone who
follows after God properly. When we become like
this, I believe that Jehovah God will become our
shield and the reward in our faith and make us the
righteous people. A person of faith cannot follow the
Lord properly if he has a heart full of material greed.
God tells us this truth today through the events
between Abraham and Lot.
What is the outcome of Lot who left God and
went out into the world with a heart chasing after

material things? He lost all his material wealth and
everything he had and was ruined. But on the other
hand God came personally to Abraham and blessed
him because he followed after the Word of God
instead of material things. God gave Abraham the
blessing by faith that He would become his shield
and reward and become Abraham’s security.
Abraham’s faith became even more formidable after
receiving such blessing by faith from God. The faith
of his heart became more firmly rooted by his faith of
believing in God and who became his shield and his
reward.

We Cannot Serve God and Mammon
Together
Actually we cannot easily have perfect faith by
throwing away the greed for material things
completely and following only after God because we
are still fleshly beings. God said, “You cannot serve
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God and mammon” (Luke 16:13), but how are we
really? We try to amass material things while
believing in God at the same time. But you and I
must always remember this Word of the Lord that we
cannot serve God and mammon at the same time.
Although we are not perfect, we must know that we
cannot follow after God if we lean towards material
things.
We can follow after God properly and possess this
precious faith before the presence of God, in other
words, to possess the same faith that Abraham had
we must separate ourselves from material things and
seek after God spiritually. Abraham believed in God
and confessed, “The Lord is my shield, my
exceedingly great reward.” I want this faith that God
gave to Abraham to be fulfilled in you and me also.
If we desire to have this faith that only God is my
God and who will protect me, who will bless me, and
who will reward me, we must first leave the material
world and follow after the Lord only. We must first
throw away material greed in order to have this

precious faith like Abraham.
The truth is that it is very difficult for us who still
live in the flesh to leave material things completely
behind while living in this world. But nevertheless
we can at least depart from it in our hearts. We can
keep our hearts away from material things and look
to God only. I believe that God will manifest Himself
in our hearts, and also take root in our hearts and will
protect and reward us when we keep our hearts away
from material things and follow after God properly. I
believe that God will grant you the same faith like
Abraham had only if you throw away material things
from your heart.
But what would happen if we tried to attain
material things whilst following God at the same
time. Today God is telling us clearly that such a
person would become like Lot. Such a person would
eventually end up being destroyed like the way Lot
lost all his material wealth. In the Book of Genesis
chapter 12, there is an account of Lot leaving
Abraham after disputing with him. Of course God
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appeared to Abraham many times, but this was the
first time when God appeared to Abraham personally
like this and spoke to him. Immediately after Lot left
Abraham, God appeared to Abraham and said, “Lift
your eyes now and look from the place where you
are—northward,
southward,
eastward,
and
westward; for all the land which you see I give to you
and your descendants forever” (Genesis 13:14-15).
As we can see in the Word, God appeared to
Abraham who gave up all the spoils that the king of
Sodom suggested to give him. And God said that He
would become the shield and the reward for
Abraham. God knew very well that Abraham did not
cling to material things. Therefore God was pleased
whenever He saw such upright faith of Abraham, and
therefore He appeared to him and spoke these
comforting Words of benediction.
It is impossible for us to live apart from material
things because we are still fleshly beings who live in
this world. But nevertheless we can at least be like
that with our hearts. We can keep our hearts away

from material things and follow after God properly.
You and I can also have this precious faith that God
had given to Abraham when we keep our hearts away
from the material world, follow after God only with
such a heart and spirit, love God only, and follow
Him only. We come to have such a blessed faith
when we cast away material greed from our hearts
completely. Dear fellow believers, I want you to
remember this. Our hearts must depart from material
things. Only then can we surely follow after the Lord.
The Scriptures tells us clearly that it is possible for a
human heart to follow only after the Lord, by not
following after mammon.
Therefore, you and I must cast all greed for
material things out from our hearts. Only then can we
possess upright faith and belief. I want you to
remember that we can always become a person of
upright faith just like Abraham and also receive the
same precious blessings that Abraham had received if
we do not follow after material things.
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Let’s Separate the Spirit from the
Flesh
We must live the spiritual life after clearly
dividing the spirit and the flesh because we are still
fleshly beings who possess both the spirit and the
flesh. We cannot posses’ proper faith if the spirit and
the flesh are mixed together. We must not allow our
fleshly thoughts of following after material things be
mixed in with our pure spirit. We must keep our
hearts distant from the desire of trying to also attain
material things if we want to follow God properly.
Dear fellow believers, there must be a clear
distinction in our hearts and we should stay far away
from material things. Only then can we really have
this upright faith and pure faith. Only then can we
believe and follow after God and receive blessings
from God and become a person of faith because of
God.
Our hearts must depart from following after
Mammon. However, it is not easy for us who are still

in the flesh to throw away our material greed. Do you
think that we could do this, if we were to go into a
mountain range where there are not any material
temptations and practice asceticism? No, that is not
true. We cannot completely sweep away our material
greed even if these things are not around us, and only
natural created things surround us. It is impossible as
long as we are still in the flesh.
However, we cannot completely depart from
greed of following after material things in our hearts.
Although we cannot do this at least our hearts can
become distant from trying to attain material things.
Please remember: Our hearts must always keep its
distance from material things. Only then can we have
this precious faith like that of Abraham. We can
possess the faith that only God is our God, and only
God shall protect us, and only God shall bless us only
when our hearts become distant from material things.
We can become someone who seeks only after God
properly and receive happiness and blessing if we
have such a heart.
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True faith manifests itself when our hearts have
departed from material things. We can have faith like
Abraham when we from the heart keep our distance
from material things. This genuine faith is possible
when our hearts at least have left material things
although our flesh still lives in this world. Our hearts
must depart from material things. How can we really
believe in and follow after God if our hearts keep
following after material things? If we do this then we
will continue to cling onto material things and live as
slaves to them just like Abraham’s nephew Lot.
If a person can profess his faith before the
presence of God like Abraham by saying, “The Lord
is my shield, my exceedingly great reward,” then he
is a person whose heart has already departed from
following after material things. When such a person
should receive material things, it means that he has
received these things because God has blessed him,
and not because he has sought after these material
things. We must therefore desire to have faith like
Abraham had. And our hearts must depart from

material things first in order to have such faith.
Although our flesh cannot depart from material
things, at least our hearts must depart from these
things. Although we live in the world of material
things, and it is obvious that we need material things,
but we must not make these material things to be our
all in all. We must not have a heart of seeking after
material things. We must have such a faith.

Let’s Prepare for the End Times and
Possess Faith That Makes Us
Departed from Material Things
“The Lord is my shield, my exceedingly great
reward.” The writers of the Book of Psalms had
strong faith like this Word. They were able to confess
before the presence of God like this because they
knew well that no material thing in the world is more
precious than God. Even while living in this fleshly
world, at least their hearts did not consider material
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things as more important than God. I hold Abraham
in high regard for the fact that he really did not have
any desire in his heart that sought after material
things. I am reiterating this, but there will be times
when we unknowingly follow after material things
although our hearts do not seek after these things.
I thought about the following while purchasing
rice for the Church, “God keeps me alive even if I do
not purchase and store up rice like this. Must I really
do this? Do I have to make a telephone call to our
saints and inform them not to store up rice for the last
days because God will keep our saints alive even if I
do not do this? But this is not for me. A terrible
problem will soon become a reality because of a food
shortage. So it is an absolute necessity to purchase
rice and store it for the saints and the Church, and
therefore I am not doing this for myself. The Bible
tells us that Joseph was able to live prosperously
because he had stored up enough food to last for
seven years? When God said there would be seven
years of bountiful harvest and following that seven

years of famine while other nations lived lavishly and
wasted everything, but Joseph stored up food in
preparation for the pending severe famine. Because
Joseph followed the Word of God wisely like this,
many people were able to eat and drink during those
7 years of famine, and because of this he became the
Prime Minister of Egypt. This is speaking to us about
the gospel ministry. It is telling us that we must
prepare now to preach the gospel in these end times. I
am recording my sermons and making books from
them like this all to prepare for the spiritual famine
when we will not be able to preach the gospel
anymore, and should I not prepare for this fleshly
food in a like manner also? God told us that He
would make a way of escape for this pending
tribulation and bless us if we just endure for those
three and a half years. Then we would meet the Lord
and live prosperously forever if we just endure for a
short while. Would it not be better to prepare for it
beforehand for the flesh since there will be a difficult
period in the future?”
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Naturally the saints would resent it if we were to
purchase huge quantities of rice and store it only to
be spoiled by insects. But if the saints come to know
this pending time of tribulation and know that they
must prepare for it by faith that will be good enough.
So, I am thinking about purchasing a small amount of
rice this fall. We will build a warehouse in our
Discipleship Training Center at Inje and purchase
some rice and store it there. I believe that God will
not let the purchase go completely bad. I am thinking
of applying for 50 sacks of rice at first and then after
that applying for an additional 50 sacks this autumn.
We do not live or die depending on whether or not
we store up this rice. But we must prepare for natural
calamities because it will surely come.
It is not a heart of seeking after material things.
Material things are not more precious than God who
is the Master of life. Even so, I think we can make a
lot of money if we purchase rice now and sell it when
the price increases later. I have a fleshly thinking and
also a spiritual thinking, and it is all mixed up like

this. But I am fully aware that I must throw away the
heart of seeking after material things from this faith
of preparing for the end. Therefore, I organize my
thoughts as often as possible.
A human cannot live apart from material things
just as a human cannot live apart from society. We
should cast away the desires to follow after material
things in our hearts and we must organize our hearts
like this occasionally. When we depart from material
things and only believe and follow after God, then
He will approve our hearts as righteous and grant us
such faith in our hearts that says, “The Lord is my
shield and my reward.” I believe God will do this if
only our hearts are upright.
Of course, none of us can depart from material
things completely at the beginning of our life of faith.
However, I believe that you and I will become like
that some day. Abraham who is the ancestor of our
faith kept his heart distant from coveting material
things. In our eyes that seek to follow him, his
upright faith seems truly precious. I came to the
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conclusion while reading the Scriptures long ago that
Abraham is really the greatest ancestor of faith, and I
have come to realize once again that Abraham had
such an upright faith as I read this Word again today.
Abraham was actually a very wealthy man even
though he had not sought material things like this. He
had not gained this wealth all by himself. God had
given it all to Abraham. Here we can see that God
gives abundant material blessings along with spiritual
blessings to a person who has left material things
behind. My thinking today is, “My heart must depart
from material things. I must cast away the heart that
is prone to cling to material things.” Although our
flesh lives in this world and continually seeks after
material things, I believe God will bestow blessing
upon us like the blessing Abraham received if our
hearts serves God only and look to God only.

God Is Our Shield and Exceedingly
Great Reward
I want you to have the faith that says, “God is my
shield and my exceedingly great reward.” Dear
fellow believers, the way for you to have such faith is
really simple. I want you to know that God gives
such faith that says “Only God is my shield and only
God is my reward,” if we would just throw away the
heart that seeks after material things, although we
live in the midst of these things.
Dear fellow believers, do you believe that only
God is our shield and reward? Who besides God in
this world can be our shield and reward? There can
be nothing comparable to our God in this world.
Only God is everything to the people who have
received salvation. But we need to be wise since we
live in this material world. We must cast out the heart
that seeks after material things. True faith must
follow only after God. We must not follow after
material things even if we are very rich in these
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things, and we must make these things follow us
instead. We who live in this material world can
become the upright and righteous people of faith only
if we have such faith that seeks only after the Word
of God and follow only God.
God has shown us that we will become like Lot if
we follow after material things, this is a fixed truth.
Lot was a person who sought after material things,
and conversely Abraham was a person who sought
after the Word of God and the Spirit of God. Dear
fellow believers, will you seek after the Spirit or will
you seek after the flesh? Our heart must always seek
after the Spirit, seek God and seek faith. We must
seek after the Word and seek God. God said, “Keep
your heart with all diligence, For out of it springs
forth the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). It means that
at least our hearts must seek after God, seek after the
Spirit, and seek after the gospel although our flesh
cannot do this. Then we can become the people
whose faith is approved by God. When we need these
things we should pray for it. Material things naturally

follow us when our hearts follow after God properly.
Remember this. You and I must become such people
who believe in and follow after God only in our
hearts.
We who seek to follow after God wholly must
always examine ourselves. Even the servants of the
Lord can follow after material things. The servants of
the Lord cannot but live with the same appearance as
the peoples of this world if their hearts seek after
material things first rather that the Spirit. Some
people look at me in this way: They consider me as
someone who seeks after material things first because
I say that we must store up rice and prepare for the
coming difficult times. But the truth is I do not have
the heart that seeks after material things. My heart
wishes only to purchase rice at a cheaper price now,
live without difficulties in a fleshly way, and use it as
the basis of serving the gospel of the Lord more
faithfully.
Dear fellow believers think about this. Can we
have all these needed material things for the
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evangelization of this gospel all at once? No, we
cannot. Acquiring these needy things for the
preaching of the gospel all over the world is a huge
challenge; we will face it for a long time, but saying
this, how much money can each of us who have
received the remission of our sins offer up to the
Church? Those false pastors who have not been born
again rip off their non-born again followers and
receive money from them by lying to their people
telling them that they will become wealthy if they
were to offer up a lot of money. But we who have
been truly born again cannot and will not do such a
thing. Our ministers must prepare for such things
because they cannot ask for these offerings forcibly.
This is why our ministry workers are preparing for
such things like purchasing rice and also running
businesses such as, repairing houses. We the servants
of God have begun a house repairing business all to
teach the saints correctly, make them go forth
following after the gospel, and also to serve the
gospel properly without swindling the saints, instead

of becoming destitute for material things. How can
saints offer up a huge amount of funds when they are
barely making a living for themselves with little
income? They cannot do this because they have to
take care of their lives also. Therefore, we are
preparing this material wealth for the evangelization
of the gospel by purchasing rice and running a house
repairing businesses. You surely know that even the
Apostle Paul supported himself by making tents
during his ministry (Acts 18:1-3; 20:33-35;
Philippians 4:14-16). We have every confidence that
we are doing very well by following his steps.

The Road We Should Go Down Is
Long, but at Least Our Hearts Desire
to Follow after God
The Apostle Paul said, “O wretched man that I
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”
(Romans 7:24), and like Paul, I really feel the
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conflict between my flesh and soul. At times I want
to satisfy the desires of both my flesh and my spirit.
But at least my heart does not have the desire to
follow after material things. I would not have such a
desire in my heart even if the world were to split in
half and disappear.
The faith that God keeps me alive is firm and
steadfast. Even saying this I have a desire not to live
in such poverty during these last days. If we have
enough food, we can call on the souls who have not
received salvation and feed them, and they all would
receive salvation if we fed them and preached the
gospel to them? I am planning ahead that we should
continue the work of witnessing this gospel as long
as we can until the end, and then do business and
ministry with this food when Satan starts to hamper
our ministry. We cannot do anything about it if Satan
does not allow us to do it anymore, but if that
happens we can at least eat all we want with this food
and go to God. This is what I wish in my heart.
Our bodies cannot live apart from material things

completely like this. But despite this our hearts at
least desire to follow after God only. At least our
hearts desires to believe in God. Look at the group
called the “Salvation Sect” that became spoiled and
deteriorated because they coveted after money too
much. We do not want to become such people who
emphasize material things like them. At least our
hearts seeks after God only although the road is long.
We believe in God only. At least our hearts’ desire is
to believe in God, professing, “The Lord is my shield
and my exceedingly great reward.” I am sure that
material things cannot protect us. I believe that only
God gives rewards to us, makes us prosper and
protects us.
I will take responsibility of preparing for the end
times. You just have to take care of your family well,
pray faithfully, and live prosperously. I am saying
this because I am concerned that you might fall into
the wrong direction like preparing for the end.
Dear fellow believers, our hearts should always
seek only after God. Regardless of the fact that we
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still have flesh and that we cannot but live in this
world with it, but at least our hearts must believe in
God. The God who has saved us is the Devine Being
who will protect us and will reward us. I give thanks
to God for the fact that He has given us such a faith
just as God gave such a precious faith and blessing to
Abraham. We must also cast away a heart that seeks
only after material things and the flesh like Abraham
did. Although we are lacking, we must acknowledge
our weaknesses in these areas, believe in God only,
and depend on God in our hearts.
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Possess the Faith
That Abraham Had
< Genesis 15:1-21 >
“After these things the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what
will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Then
Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me no
offspring; indeed one born in my house is my
heir!’ And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.’ And He said to him,
‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in

the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness. Then He said to him, ‘I am the
LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’ And
he said, ‘Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will
inherit it?’ So He said to him, ‘Bring Me a
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat,
a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.’ Then he brought all these to Him and cut
them in two, down the middle, and placed each
piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. And when the vultures came down
on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. Now
when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell
upon Abram; and behold, horror and great
darkness fell upon him. Then He said to Abram:
‘Know certainly that your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will
serve them, and they will afflict them four
hundred years. And also the nation whom they
serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out
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with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall
go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at
a good old age. But in the fourth generation they
shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites
is not yet complete.’ And it came to pass, when the
sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there
appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch
that passed between those pieces. On the same day
the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying:
‘To your descendants I have given this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River
Euphrates—the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the
Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’”

In the Bible Abraham is the greatest father of faith
who believed in God. We can say that he is the
originator of faith and that he is the greatest father.
For the Israelites, he is the ancestor of their nation,

their greatest father of faith, and the ancestor of their
nation. Of course there were people of faith even
before Abraham. However, after the Noah’s Flood,
God spoke and showed and revealed to us what faith
really is and took in Israelites as His people through
Abraham. For the Israelites as well as all the nations
living in this world who are not Israelites, all those
who believe in God, Abraham is their father of faith.
If we could believe in God just like Abraham had
believed, we will surely be able to meet God, receive
blessings from Him and able to follow Him. To us
the gentiles, Abraham might not seem so great and
might only seem great in a spiritual sense. But to the
Israelites he is the father of faith who is
immeasurably great. Though he may not be the
founding father of everyone, he is nevertheless one of
the greatest fathers of faith.
The founding fathers of faith are Adam and Eve.
Although they had fallen into sin for not believing in
the Word of God, they believed in the Word of the
remission of sins which was given by God; they
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believed the Word of God that God had saved them
by making them clothes out of hides of the sacrificial
animals. Thus, they were able to receive salvation
and hand down their faith to their children. This is
why we can say that the founding fathers of faith are
in fact Adam and Eve, but the greatest originator of
faith in the second world after the destruction of the
first world by the flood is Abraham. This man named
Abraham is revered by Israelites as the founding
father of their nation.

There Is a Reason Why We
Christians Have to Respect Abraham
If we look closely at his faith, it is certainly
worthy of respect. If we were to possess the same
faith as that of Abraham, we and our descendants
will receive many blessings as written in the Bible.
What kind of faith did Abraham have then? He had
the true faith of believing in God, and he had faith in

which he believed in and followed the Word of God
wholly.
Regarding Abraham’s faith, the first written
record shows us that Abraham was born as a
descendant of Noah. And Noah was a descendant of
Seth, who was a descendant of Adam. Thus, through
these lines of descent he inherited their faith, born as
a descendant of Noah, the leader of the second world.
Abraham’s father was Terah, and this Terah begot
some children―Abraham, Nahor, and Haran―at the
age of seventy. Amongst the three children, it was
Abraham who believed in and followed the Word of
God and believed in and followed after God. Hence,
he became the father of faith.
A man of faith begot children in the flesh, but
even among the children, there were those who
followed the parent’s faith and then there were those
who did not. Although he was born from Terah, only
one person, this Abraham was the one who believed
in God and followed after the Word of God. Through
this Abraham who believed in and followed God and
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His Word, God decided to build a single nation of
Israel, with the hope of taking in the people of that
nation as His people, and also hoping to make that
nation the nation of priesthood for the Kingdom of
God. And so we respect Abraham. We respect him
all so very much, and we love him.
Do you respect Abraham also? Taking a look at
Abraham’s faith through the Scriptures, it is said that
he followed after the Word of the Lord. God looked
at Abraham and blessed him. To Abraham God
became the One who says, “I will bless anyone who
blesses you, but I will curse anyone who curses you.
I am your shield, your God and your Shepherd.”

God Loved Abraham
And so if we look at Abraham’s faith, believe like
he did, and follow like he did, we will surely receive
blessings and be well off. I would like to share this
point through the Word with you at this hour.

God brought Abraham out of the Ur of the
Chaldeans and appeared before him when his name
was still Abram, and said, “Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward”
(Genesis 15:1). The God of Abraham is this kind of
God. He is the God who is the shield and the
exceedingly great reward. He is God who rules over
everything. For those who receive love from this God
of love, God will appear before them and blessed
them like this. We can see that God was the God of
Abraham.
When God appeared to Abraham and said the
following: “I am your shield, your exceedingly great
reward,” Abraham asked, “Lord God, what will you
give me?” People who are childless in particular
hope for a child. They yearn to have children no
matter in what ways and means. So because Abraham
did not have any child, he asked, “Lord God, what
will you give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And when
Abraham said, “Look, You have given me no
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offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!”
Then the Lord God said, “This one shall not be your
heir, but one who will come from your own body
shall be your heir.”

Promise of God Was with Abraham
By taking Abraham outside, God had him look up
towards heaven to see the stars. When Abraham saw
the stars, this universe full of stars spreading over the
firmament it looked unimaginably beautiful, and the
stars were just unbelievably uncountable.
“See if you can count the stars.”
“I cannot count them.”
“Your descendants will be like that. I will make
the number of your descendants as numerous as
that.” Abraham believed what God had said. It is said
that Abraham believed in Jehovah God, and He
accounted it to him for righteousness. “You faith is
right. You do indeed believe in Me. You believe

what I have told you. I will make it so. Because you
believe in my sayings I will make it happen, I will
indeed make it so.
When God said, “I am the LORD, who brought
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to inherit it” (Genesis 15:7), Abraham asked, “How
shall I know that I will inherit this land of Canaan?”
God brought Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans to
the land of Canaan. And He promised to give him the
land of Canaan. He said, “I will make your
descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven,” and
promised, “Not only that, I will give you the land of
Canaan also.” So remembering this, Abraham asked
God by saying, “Well, if you say so, what would be
its proof? Please show me the proof that You will
surely do this.” Jehovah God said, “Bring Me a
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a
three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon” (Genesis 15:9), and Abraham did this as he
was instructed, “Then he brought all these to Him
and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed
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each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two” (Genesis 15:10). God said, “This will
be the covenant between Me and you in which I
promise to give your descendants the land of
Canaan.”
And so, Abraham brought all these sacrificial
offerings before God. The night fell dark and feeling
sleepy, Abraham fell asleep whilst still there. Just then
Jehovah God spoke to Abraham, “Know certainly that
your descendants will be strangers in a land that is
not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict
them four hundred years. And also the nation whom
they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out
with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go
to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good
old age. But in the fourth generation they shall return
here” (Genesis 15:13-16).
For the people of Israel, that is, for Abraham and
his descendants, this Word was the reason why they
had to go into slavery in the land of Egypt for 400
years. God had decided to multiply the number of

Israelites in the land of Egypt and then lead them out
into the land of Canaan. God had a torch pass
between those pieces of sacrifice Abraham had
offered and declared, “To your descendants I have
given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the River Euphrates - the Kenites, the
Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites” (Genesis
15:18-21).
For this Word to be realized, he begot Isaac, Jacob
and Esau were born from Isaac, and Joseph, the son
of Jacob became the governor in Egypt. There he
stored up much food while the great famine covered
the whole known world. Soon afterwards he took his
entire family into Egypt, and there his descendants
started to multiply, and this went on for a further 400
years. And after 400 years, God allowed the Israelites
to escape under the leadership of Moses. And
through Moses, God gave them His Law and the
sacrificial system of the Tabernacle. And through
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them, He had the Israelites receive the remission of
their sins, took them in as His people, and realized
His providence of making them His priest nation.
In short, what God had promised Abraham was
that He would give the land of Canaan to the
Israelites. The land on which Israelites live right now
is the land of Canaan. And just like the promise of
God that He would make them as numerous as the
stars of the sky, God brought the people of Israel, a
great army of 600 thousand out of the land of Egypt.
But if we were to include the children, the total
number of people in this great army would reach two
or three million souls. So many people came out
from a single man, and this is something tremendous.
God makes things exactly as He had promised.

What Kind of Work Did God Try to
Do through Abraham?
Through Abraham’s faith, we must examine the

following: Why did God praise Abraham? Why did
He speak to Abraham? Why did He work and try to
realize His will through Abraham? And, what is its
ultimate objective?
God said it was right that Abraham should believe
in the Word of God. And then as He witnessed this,
He gave His love to Abraham and blessed him. This
means that Abraham believed in what God had told
him. Look up towards heaven. And try to count the
stars. You cannot count them. Abraham believed
without hesitation when God said to him, “I will
make your descendants be as numerous as the stars.”
It was because Abraham fundamentally trusted in
God. Because he believed in God fundamentally, he
was able to believe in every Word He said. Because
Abraham had faith in the Word of God, God
established a nation through Abraham, allowed as
many people as the stars of the sky to be born
through him, and performed the wonderful work of
salvation by leading them to the land of Canaan later.
Just as Abraham was accounted for righteousness
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before God when he believed in His Word, and just
as he received blessings and the land of Canaan as an
inheritance by faith, we must also receive the
remission of all our sins and the blessing of entering
the Kingdom of Heaven by believing in the Word of
God, not by our acts, and become recipients of such
blessing of salvation and of faith. God spoke to
Abraham like this from a fleshly perspective and
actually gave him the land of Canaan, but for you and
me today, as we possess this faith of believing in the
Words spoken by God, He has given us that
Kingdom of God and has made us such priests who
can spiritually remit the sins of other people.
Just as Abraham was able to gain the land of
Canaan, many of his descendants were able to
receive many blessings by believing in the Words
spoken by God; therefore you and I today must also
obtain such faith, the faith by which we can enter the
Kingdom of God, by believing in the Words of
salvation. His Word of salvation states that God
called forth Moses up into Mount Sinai and gave him

the Law and the sacrificial system of the Tabernacle,
and said He would remit all sins away through these
ways of the offering sacrifices.
Just as Abraham had received many blessings by
believing in the Word of God, all of us who live in
this day and age must also believe in Jehovah God as
the true God attain the everlasting Kingdom of God
by the faith of believing in God. God has remitted all
those sins that we commit by not being able to abide
by the Law. We have been saved and have become
the people of God and the recipients of all the
wonderful blessings, including the blessing of
Jehovah becoming our shield of righteousness and
our reward. We must believe in God that He has
remitted all our sins away through His Word of
salvation; we must believe that He has remitted all
our sins through the Tabernacle system and Jesus
Christ; we must believe that we can be blessed by
believing in His Word of salvation unwaveringly. We
must receive many blessings by having faith in His
Word.
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Here is the basic characteristic of Abraham’s
faith: Abraham was accounted for righteousness and
able to receive blessings by believing in the Words
spoken by God, instead of trying to receive blessings
by carrying out some work. We receive the remission
of all our sins, become the children of God, and
receive that God-given spiritual Heaven of Canaan
by believing in the Word of salvation God has given
us. This Word of salvation declares that Jesus Christ
having remitted all our sins away by coming down to
this earth, taking on those sins onto His body by
receiving the baptism, vicariously receiving the
judgment for our sins as He died on the Cross, and
being resurrected from the dead. This righteous act of
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the revelation of
salvation hidden in the sacrificial system of the Old
Testament: God promised to remit all the sins of
Israelites by offering sacrifices; they could transfer
their sins over onto a sheep or a goat through the
laying on of hands and by shedding its blood. We can
become the children of God, receive the remission of

all our sins, and become the people of God by
believing in this Word of salvation along with the
descendants of Abraham. And then we get to receive
all of God’s blessings by having faith in Him
wholeheartedly. We receive the remission of all our
sins, become the children of God, and receive the
heavenly Kingdom of God as ours as a gift.

Let Us Receive Blessings by Having
Faith Just Like Abraham Did
We must possess the faith like Abraham did. We
should not just know about Abraham; we should also
know how Abraham had received these blessings. He
was able to receive blessings by believing in God; he
was able to receive these blessings by believing in
every Word spoken by God. Similarly, you and I
today must also believe in God being alive, although
He cannot be seen with our eyes, and in Him having
made this universe. And by such faith, as we believe
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in Him having blotted out all our sins by coming
down to this earth, taking on our sins through the
baptism, dying on the Cross, and resurrecting from
the dead, we have become the children of God and
will be given Heaven as an inheritance and our
wealth. By faith, we must receive such blessings.
You and I must also possess the faith like that of
Abraham. We get to receive blessings by faith.
If not by faith, everything is in vain. As it is
written, “I believed, therefore I spoke” (Psalm
116:10), because we believe we speak. Because we
believe we preach. Because we believe, we serve.
Because we believe we follow. But if we do not
believe, we cannot receive any blessing from God.
God spoke of the Law, but furthermore, through the
Law, He has allowed us to realize our sins. And in
order to blot out all our sins, He had set the sacrificial
system and remitted all the sins of those who offered
sacrifices before God by faith according to the
sacrificial system.
Therefore, we must believe in God having

remitted all our sins through His only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. We must believe in the Word of the
Truth spoken by Him, when He said, “Permit it to be
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). We must believe in
Jesus having received the baptism and come up from
the water. We must believe in the Word that goes,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” (John 1:29) and “It is finished!” (John
19:30), both of which tell us that in doing so Jesus
has remitted all our sins. And in doing so, we must
become the children of God in His presence, and by
faith we must receive all the blessings He had
granted Abraham. And this is why faith is so
important.
We shouldn’t believe unconditionally according to
our thoughts, but rather, we should believe what God
has said in itself as it is all about. That is what a true
faith is. Why? It is because He is faithful and
trustworthy. It is because he is truthful.
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We Are Descendants of Abraham
Israelites as well as the Muslims think greatly of
Abraham. They think that he is the father of faith.
God loved and cherished Abraham so much like that.
And you and I will become descendants of Abraham
and also receive God’s affection that he had received
if we were to possess the same faith that he had. You
and I will also receive it, along with the same
blessings as he had received.
When we look for the evidence that he was a true
man of faith before God, we discover that he
believed in every Word spoken by God. Then, if you
and I today were to believe in the Word of God
written in the Bible, we will possess the same faith as
that of Abraham. It is not something difficult. It is
not something that is obtained by our acts.
Believing the Word of God is faith. It is to believe
in one’s heart. If we believe, the faith will come, but
if we do not believe, the faith will not. In the Book of
Romans, it is written, “So then faith comes by

hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10:17). It is also written, “For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10).
We pray, recite the Apostles’ Creed, and listen to
the Word of God during this worship service. We
confess every issue of our faith through the Apostles’
Creed. And when we pray, we seek help from the
Lord with our lips by firmly trusting in Him. When
we hear the Word of God through sermons, we also
profess what we believe in. As we do so, faith will
gradually grow bigger. No matter how well we
believe in our hearts, if we do not acknowledge with
our lips, faith will not grow. Thus, we must
acknowledge as frequently as possible because the
faith will grow as we believe in our hearts and say
that we believe in the Word of God, just as we have
gained salvation by having faith in the genuine
gospel and acknowledging it with our lips. Truly, we
have gained salvation by faith. And that faith is
something that God has planned, fulfilled, and
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spoken about. We should not believe in God on our
own accord. Rather, we should believe in God having
decided to give us such blessings. Like this, faith
comes from hearing and believing in the Word of
God.
We must possess the same faith as that of
Abraham. This is why Israelites respect Abraham,
and we do, too. When we read today’s Scripture
passage, through what was God going to give the
land of Canaan to Abraham? It is said, “Bring Me a
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a
three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon” (Genesis 15:9). For what are all these things
used? They are used as offerings of sacrifice when
one receives the remission of his or her sins before
God.
God had promised that He would remit the sins of
the nation of Israel and the sins of each individual if
they were to transfer sins over to the sacrificial
offering by the laying on of hands as set by God in
the Tabernacle, drew its blood, and give it to the

priest, and then if that priest were to cut it up into
pieces, burn the meat, put the blood upon the horns
of the altar of burnt offering, pour the rest of it on the
ground. In case of the sacrifice of the Day of
Atonement, the High Priest sprinkled that blood in
front of the mercy seat seven times. God had given us
His promise of salvation through the laying on of
hands and the blood of the sacrificial offering. Under
the precondition that He would remit the sins of the
people of Israel through this sacrificial system, God
had allowed them to be remitted of sins and had them
enter the land of Canaan by their faith in this Word of
promise. They were eligible to enter the land of
Canaan as the people of God when they had received
the remission of sin through the sacrifice. The
spiritual meaning of the land of Canaan is Heaven.
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Through the Sacrificial System,
the Israelites Got to Receive the
Remission of Sins by Faith
For 400 years, the Israelites suffer hardship in
Egypt. Number 4 always signifies suffering in the
Bible. What happened after the suffering? Through
Moses, they were liberated and led into the
wilderness, and they got discover who God is. And
then, they got to meet Him. Through Moses, they
receive the Law as well as the sacrificial system.
Hence, through the sacrificial system, they got to
receive the remission of all their sins, that is, the sins
of having disobeyed the Law. What God wanted to
do to us was this: He wanted us to become His
children and His people by receiving in the remission
of sins. We can be remitted of all our sins by
believing in the baptism of Jesus Christ and the blood
He had shed on the Cross and can enter the
everlasting Kingdom of God as His blessed people.
In other words, you and I were born on this earth in

order to receive the remission of sins before God,
become God’s people, and become citizens of His
Kingdom. People were born on this earth so that they
can become aware of sin through the Law of Moses
and then, receive the remission of all sins and
become people of God by having faith in the
sacrificial system. This is the purpose with which
people are born.
God promised that He will give the land of
Canaan as a gift to Abraham and his descendants.
The land of Canaan implies Heaven. That is why
God has taught us what the Law of God is, what sin
is through this Law, who God is, what the true God is
like, and how to receive the remission of sins before
God through the sacrificial system. We have received
the remission of sins by believing in the revelation
God has revealed to us. We have become people of
God by believing in His Word. This is how to
possess the faith like that of Abraham.
You and I follow and pursue God because we
serve the Lord and believe in the Word by faith like
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that of Abraham. Therefore, everyone of this world
must also hope to possess such faith like that of
Abraham, receive salvation, and become people of
God by actually believing in His Word. And even
with what we lack, we must follow the Word of God
by faith. All of you, as well as I, must possess the
same faith as that of Abraham. All those living in this
day and age must become the children of God and
possess Heaven by receiving the remission of sins by
believing in our Lord who had appeared in the
Tabernacle through the revelation of the blue, purple,
and scarlet thread and the fine woven linen. Do you
believe this with your heart?

Regardless of Anything Else, Faith Is
Most Important
As you’ve been coming to our Church, have you
ever heard a sermon preaching you quit smoking and
quit drinking? No, you haven’t. If you believe in God,

you will have to quit some habits because they are
harmful, having neither goodness nor benefit. One
doesn’t believe in Jesus to quit them. If you simply
cannot quit smoking, go on doing them.
Why am I speaking about smoking? I am trying to
speak about our deeds. As for most Christians, they
should never smoke if they are attending a church.
Should they smoke, their faith will seem to be a false
one. It is even more so with women. It is the same
with alcohol. Of course, it is said that we mustn’t eat
things that aren’t beneficial. But, there is nothing that
tells us not to smoke. As for alcohol, there is no
concrete statement telling us not to drink even a drop.
It is written, “And do not be drunk with wine, in
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit”
(Ephesians 5:18). The Apostle Paul even admonished
Timothy to use a little wine for his stomach’s sake
and his frequent infirmities (1 Timothy 5:23).
However, people do not become someone who
believes in Jesus well or not just by keeping the
things that were created from Christian doctrines or
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tradition.
Our faith are perfected by our faith in those Words
spoken by God, the Word which tells us that Jesus
Christ has cleansed all your sins and mine with the
blue, purple, and scarlet thread manifested on the
screen door of the Tabernacle. God has taken us in as
His people and given us Heaven when we have this
faith. It is not done by our deeds. No one can become
a child of God because of one’s meritorious deeds.
There is no one who can become like that. This is
what our Church teaches, but many other churches
insist on deeds. God clearly tells us about the Law,
the sacrificial system, and how the Lord has saved us.
However, we must believe in all those Words
wholeheartedly. We must understand what sin is
through the Law and then acknowledge ourselves as
those headed for hell. But still, we must become
God’s children by also believing in Jesus, the King of
all kings, having saved us by coming to this earth,
taking on the sins of the world by receiving the
baptism, and dying on the Cross by crucifixion. By

faith, we must possess Heaven as our own Kingdom.
I am saying that faith is everything. All the Words of
God are objects of faith, and not a title of the Word is
in vain. For they are the Words of the truth, we must
believe in them without fail. They are all absolute
truths. If we believe in them with our hearts, we will
be able to profess them with our lips, and if we
profess them with our lips, we will be accounted for
righteousness by God.
Therefore, faith is something tremendously
important. It is highly crucial that we believe in the
Word spoken by God, the written Word of God,
rather than those words spoken by human beings.
This is why those who have become servants of God
ahead of you are preaching the Word of God through
the Church. Thus, as they tell you that Word in a
simple way, if you listen to it with your ears and
acknowledge that you believe in it with you heart, the
blessing of the Word will become yours. Hence, God
had called Abraham, spoke to him, promised him,
and showed him the secret of the sacrifice so that he
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may receive blessings of God by faith.
You become the children of God because you
believe that God has blotted out all your sins.
Because you believe in God’s Word, faith will grow;
because you believe, you make your parents’ hearts
and the Father’s heart happy. You are doing it
gradually, little by little. Dear fellow believers, have
you become so?
And so, you must listen to the Word as often as
possible. If you just listen to the Word of God, your
faith will grow automatically. I think that the
Apostles’ Creed isn’t even a prayer. It is a statement
of faith. There are many things that are missed in this
statement of faith. To say, “I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth” is to
truly acknowledge with our lips God who has created
the universe and every thing in it. We are
acknowledging that we believe this. As we say, “And
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate; Died on the

Cross, was resurrected from the dead, and there by
saved us,” we acknowledge, confess, and believe in
all the words written in the Apostles’ Creed with our
lips. As we do this, if you do not recite it along with
us, it will be a great loss on your part. If you do it
wholeheartedly with us, the faith will grow. For it is
said faith come by hearing, we must hear the Word of
God. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God (Romans 10:17).

I Believe the Word of God
I preach because I believe in the Word of God.
Because I believe in the Bible, I confess. Because I
believe, I love you. Because I believe, I hope to work
together with you. And because I believe, I go on
spreading the gospel to every person throughout the
world.
Our Ministry is having a small difficulty. Last
month, too many expenses were made, so we are
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facing financial difficulty this month. Though the
difficulty poses some inconveniences, we are still
serving the Lord as well as ever without any change.
We are taking care of everything by first making
arrangement for things that require money. The small
car that my wife used to drive will be sent to Chungju
Church, and the other car that Brother Choi
contributed will be sent to Busan Church. The cars
are going where there are no cars. Ministers there
were requesting a car purchase, but even though we
had confidently said we will make a purchase right
away, upon reviewing the mission report, there were
some issues that daunted us. So, we decided to do
that for the time being. However, just because that
has happened, it doesn’t mean that we have to be
daunted.
We are preaching the gospel all over the world by
faith. By faith, we deliver the gospel to everyone, and
by faith, we publish books. We do all these ministries
because we believe in God. Faith is really important.
That is why people call Abraham as the father of

faith. For he wholeheartedly believed in every Word
spoken by God, he became one of the people of God,
became the father of faith, and received blessings by
faith. Thus, we must also attain such faith by
believing in God wholehearted. And for this reason, I
am preaching this Word to you.
I believe in God and His Word. I believe that
Abraham is not the only one who received blessings
by believing in the Word of God. Rather, I believe
we all will also get to receive the same blessings that
Abraham had received only if we believe in the
Words spoken by God. We can carry out God’s work
greater than the work Abraham had carried out.
Because we believe in God’s Word, we go on
following the Lord and so on. There are many things
we lack, but I give thanks to God.

◄

CONTENTS

►

SERMON
21

◄

CONTENTS

►

330

The Seed of Salvation by the Word of God

The Seed of Salvation
By the Word of God
< Genesis 15:3-11 >
“Then Abram said, ‘Look, You have given me
no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my
heir!’ And behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but
one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.’ And He said to him,
‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed in
the LORD, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness. Then He said to him, ‘I am the
LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’ And
he said, ‘Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will
inherit it?’ So He said to him, ‘Bring Me a

three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat,
a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.’ Then he brought all these to Him and cut
them in two, down the middle, and placed each
piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. And when the vultures came down
on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.”

Dear fellow believers, you can’t imagine just how
far our hearts would start drifting away from God if
we do not come in touch with the work of God and
the Word of God even for a single day. Today, I
would like to share with you the reasons why we
must follow after the Word of God and carry out the
work of God everyday.
When God promised Abraham, “I will be your
great strength and shield. And I will be your
exceedingly great reward,” and Abraham replied,
“The heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. What
You have awarded me, what You have strengthened
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me with, and what You have protected me with,
therefore, I cannot but give Eliezer all these
blessings.” What did God reply to that?
It is written, “And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir,
but one who will come from your own body shall be
your heir.’ Then He brought him outside and said,
‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you
are able to number them.’ And He said to him, ‘So
shall your descendants be’” (Genesis 15:4-5). God
told Abraham to look towards heaven and count the
stars and said to him, “Can you count all those stars?
I will make your descendants be like that.”

True Faith Is to Believe in Hope in a
Hopeless Situation
If someone’s faith is approved by God, that faith
is indeed a great faith. This faith of Abraham
appearing in today’s Scripture passage received such

approval from God. Dear fellow believers, what do
you think the reason for that is? It is because
Abraham had unwaveringly believed in the Word of
God contrary to hope.
When Abraham left his homeland, Ur of the
Chaldeans, and arrived in the land of Canaan, he was
seventy-five years of age. Afterwards he sold off his
wife, accumulated much wealth because of that event,
separated with his nephew Lot because of that wealth,
and rescued Lot and his wealth by fighting with King
Chedorlaomer. These various events could be
calculated as having occurred within a period of
about a year. It is quite possible that all these events
could have occurred within a one year period
following them entering of the land of Canaan.
God appeared before Abraham and said to him, “I
will make your descendents be as numerous as the
stars of heaven,” this happened when Abraham had
turned 76 one year after having left his homeland; so
the question, how long did it take for this promise to
be fulfilled? Since Abraham had his child Isaac at the
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age of 100, the promise was fulfilled only after 24
years had passed. It is truly a long period of time. But
Abraham clearly believed that the promise of God
would be realized some day. God said, “Eliezer of
Damascus is not your heir. I will surely grant you a
child from your own body. See if you can count the
stars of heaven. I will make your descendants be as
numerous as those innumerable stars of heaven.” At
that time, God had Abraham look up towards the
serene world of stars and told him that He will make
his descendants be as numerous as those stars. And
our father of faith Abraham relied on that promise of
God in his heart without a hint of doubt despite this
long passage of time.
Because Abraham believed like this, Jehovah God
accounted this to him for righteousness. Referring to
his faith, Jehovah said that it was the most correct
faith. Though he was very old and did not have any
children, he believed in the promise of God, where
God said that He would grant him numerous
descendants, this was contrary to hope. It is said,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). From a
fleshly perspective it could never be fulfilled. But to
believe that it will be realized because of God’s
spoken Word, we can hope for something in our
hearts; this is precisely what genuine faith is all
about.
Actually Abraham had another child named
Ishmael who was born through a maidservant about
10 years after that promise. But this was not the son
of the promise. The promise of God was fulfilled
only after 24 years. Because God blessed Abraham,
this promise was only fulfilled after 24 years had
passed, but even before it was realized, Abraham had
faith in this promise of God in his heart and had the
evidence of faith in him. The Word of promise God
had given him was the unwavering evidence which
was firmly rooted deep in his heart. He believed
unwaveringly by professing, “Through my wife, God
will surely grant me a child and also many
descendants like the stars of heaven.” For old
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Abraham to obtain many descendants seemed
impossible from a human point of view, but despite
all this, Abraham believed in the Word of God as it
was spoken to him.

Abraham’s Faith
There is a story in the Bible which shows this
perfect faith of Abraham much more clearly. God
gave Abraham a son through his wife Sarah. And
Abraham named that son Isaac, meaning ‘laugher’
for he thought, “God has given me laughter.” But as
this Isaac was growing up, God told him to offer up
Isaac as a burnt offering. God told Abraham to offer
up the child to him by cutting him up in pieces as if
he were to offer up a sacrificial animal. Just like this
when the Word of God fell upon Abraham, what did
Abraham do? Abraham took his son Isaac to the land
of Moriah early the next morning without hesitation.
And according to the Word of God, he placed his son

on the altar and tried to kill him by offering him up to
God.
What kind of faith is this faith of Abraham? His
faith was an absolute commitment to God; This God
who had granted him a son in order for him to offer
up his son to Him by faith if He so required it.
Because he possessed this faith that even if he killed
his son, God would make that son alive again,
therefore he believed that he could sacrifice his son
up as a burnt offering before God. Because God had
clearly promised him that He would make his
descendants as numerous as the stars in heaven
through a child born from his body, he possessed this
faith that professed, “If Isaac dies, I will no longer
have my own child. There would then be no other
child born from my wife. If this happened then the
Word of God will not be realized. Therefore even if I
killed Isaac, God will bring him back to life again.”
What did God do for Abraham who obeyed all His
Words with such crystal clear faith? Acknowledging
that it was as if Abraham had already offered up his
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son to Him, God intervened and stopped Abraham
from killing Isaac. God briefly tested Abraham’s
faith. Afterwards God bestowed great blessings upon
not only Abraham, whose faith was acknowledged,
but also upon his son Isaac.
Abraham our father of faith was truly a man of
great faith. And so many writers of the Scriptures,
including the Apostle Paul often relate this
Abraham’s faith to our salvation. The Apostle Paul
said clearly, “God has saved us by the water and the
blood. Even though we have not seen Jesus Christ in
flesh, we have genuinely become the righteous by
believing in the Word of God wholeheartedly, and by
believing in the works God has done, and by
believing in this gospel in our hearts. We can say that
these words clearly explain what genuine faith is all
about. Also, these words reflect the fact that
Abraham’s faith was accounted to him for
righteousness as he unwaveringly believed in the
Word of God, as it is written, “Just as Abraham
‘believed God, and it was accounted to him for

righteousness’” (Galatians 3:6).
Dear fellow believers, we are the same. You and I
have also received salvation from our sins by
believing in the Word of God. Although we have not
seen God with our own naked eyes, we nevertheless
received salvation from our sins by believing in the
gospel of the water and the Spirit in our hearts. Just
as Abraham had become the father of faith by
perfectly believing in and following after the Word
of God, we have also become the righteous people
who are sinless by believing in the Word of God. The
entire Pauline Epistles talks about Abraham’s faith
who believed in God in hope, contrary to hope.
Abraham could genuinely be the father of faith
because he believed in the Word of God perfectly in
hope, contrary to hope. You and I who are gathered
here today should do the same. We must also possess
this faith of relying on the Word of God contrary to
hope by looking towards the heavenly City which is
eternally much better than this current world.
At times, I ponder about the promise God had
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made to Abraham. God called Abraham and had him
look up at the stars which were spread out in a clear
starlit night. Imagine if God called you and told you,
“Come outside for a moment. Look up at the sky.”
Don’t you think that you would have found that
ancient sky to be beautiful? Back then when I was
young, the night skies were really awesome. I would
light up a small bon-fire at night and lay down on a
straw mat on a hill, and then as I laid down looking
up towards the heavens, I would just take in the night
sky while listening to the croaking sound of frogs and
stare up at the stars. A thought would then stream
across my mind as I was lying inside all of nature’s
blessings created by God. As if looking at an object
whilst listening to music, I was able to feel all things
three-dimensionally like this. I also had experiences
like this whilst looking for the Big Dipper and
counting the stars, while being immersed in such
awesome beauty.
If you and I have turned 76 years old and our
wives have become jolly old ladies whose menstrual

cycles have long time ceased, and if we were to hear
the Word of God telling us, “I will make your
descendants be as numerous as the stars,” what
would we do? There will be those who would believe
in His Word and there will be those who won’t. But
this Abraham believed in His Word all so assuredly.
We must also do this. If it is the Word of God, we
must believe in it, even if we are under a situation
where it cannot be realized.
Throughout the history of this earth starting from
Adam and Eve, there were many fathers of faith, but
it can be said that the apex among the fathers of faith
was this man Abraham. God started spreading
through Abraham the realm of Heaven on a full scale.
Right now as well as long afterwards, there can only
one person whom God could put forth and say, “He
is My servant.” There is only one man whom God
could put forth among the ensuing generations, boast
about and set as an example of faith. And that man is
none other than Abraham, even though Noah and
Enoch are likened like this also.

◄

CONTENTS

►

336

The Seed of Salvation by the Word of God

Of course the non-born again cannot properly
understand the greatness of Abraham. Even if we tell
them, “Abraham’s faith is truly great,” they just fob it
off by saying, “It is like you say he is probably so
because he is the father of faith.” However, we who
have been truly born again and try to follow after the
Lord perfectly should be different from them. The
Bible mentions the faith of this Abraham on many
occasions, but one man the Apostle Paul talks about
the most is none other than this Abraham. Dear
fellow believers, I want you to bear this fact in mind.
God set the example of our faith through Abraham.
He told us that if you and I were to believe in and
live out our faith just like Abraham did, then we will
be able to lead a righteous life of faith without fail.
Even as we are looking at it now, we can come to
the realization that this Abraham’s faith was truly
without any fault. It is because Abraham followed the
Word of God without any hesitation. Of course he
probably had many blemishes from a fleshly
perspective, but Abraham is without a doubt the

father of faith. Even before we were born again, we
recognized Abraham as the greatest man of faith, but
now after having been born again, it becomes so
much clearer that we should model ourselves after
him. For example, let us compare this Abraham with
the Apostle Peter. Abraham had fleshly aspects as
well as spiritual aspects, but he had many more
spiritual aspects. But how was Peter? Although he
was one of the 12 disciples of Jesus; but there was a
time when he was portrayed as someone who was a
spiritual hypocrite (Galatians 2:11-13).
Throughout his entire lifetime Abraham truly
followed after the Word of God. He followed after
the spirit. That Abraham listened to the Word of God
and followed only God like this is indeed something
tremendous. As for you and I who have been saved
by receiving the remission of our sins, let us also go
on living following after the Word of God like this
Abraham. In the Old Testament era God appeared
before Abraham, not as an illusion but as the Word of
God. Only when we follow after this Word of God
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and believe in it, we will be able to carry out the
spiritual work. I am saying that thinking about God
and doing spiritual work is what following the Word
of God is all about.
For us human beings there is physical work and
spiritual work. Although we cannot wholly rid
ourselves of our fleshly desires, but if we were to
think about spiritual work and follow after spiritual
desires, we would be able to lead a righteous life by
being immersed in that spiritual work. In the Book of
Genesis chapter 13 we read about Abraham selling
off his wife. And in chapter 14, along with his
subordinates, he waged wars and acquired much
wealth. Like this even though he could not
completely distance himself from fleshly things, but
what happened afterwards? In chapter 15 we read
about how Abraham placed his faith in the Word of
God, and God acknowledged his faith. Because his
faith was approved by God, it was possible for the
mistakes of Abraham, who had once been fleshly to
be buried under the spiritual work and be gone.

Actually, Abraham was a human being just like us.
At times he felt agony and pain for having fallen into
fleshly greed. Also he admitted that his own flesh
had already died. However, as he chased after and
obeyed the Word of God and as he started doing the
spiritual work and the work of saving souls, his
fleshly lacking and weaknesses got buried in that
spiritual work he was pursuing, and they were no
longer blemishes any more.
Dear fellow believers, it is the same for us. When
we genuinely carry out and become crazy about
spiritual work, our fleshly thoughts, acts, and all our
shortcomings will fall into a spiritual swamp. Even
our fleshly dirt will melt away like spring snow
inside the righteous spirit if we start doing spiritual
work. If we continue with spiritual work, our fleshly
weaknesses will naturally disappear, and they will no
longer become a problem before God.
God spoke to Abraham, and that Abraham
believed perfectly in the Word of God and followed
after it. Dear fellow believers, this is what spiritual
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work is all about. If it was the very Word spoken by
God, then Abraham believed in it just as it was and
followed after it. Like this by believing in and
following after the Word of God, that is, by carrying
out spiritual work, Abraham could lead a righteous
life throughout his life without having any regrets.
Abraham carried out exactly what God had told him,
and like this he pursued after spiritual work. And so
it was possible for his many descendants to become
the people of God and receive God’s protection and
blessings. We are also the same. You and I were also
able to find the right path of faith and receive
blessings of faith from the Lord, all thanks to the
example of the faith of Abraham who carried out
these spiritual works by following after the Word of
the Lord.

We Must Carry Out Spiritual Work
by Faith
If we do the work of God and follow after the will
of God, we will be immersed in God’s righteousness
and become masters of every creature. Like Abraham,
when we carry out spiritual works for God, our own
weaknesses and lacking will all disappear. And if we
are buried in God’s work rather than our own greed,
God will approve us and our faith even though we
are still lacking. Also, within the scope of what God
allows, we will be able to harvest much fruit of faith.
To believe in the Word of God is to carry out
spiritual works, that is, God’s work. By believing in
the Word that God spoke, God acknowledged
Abraham. Abraham perfectly believed in the Word of
God which only came true after about 24 years. And
this is something which must be highly praised. Dear
fellow believers, we must also possess such genuine
faith. No matter how much this world changes, we
must possess this faith of believing only in the Word
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of God.
Truly this world is changing more and more. Not
only this world, but also the Christian society is
changing like this. Originally Methodist and
Presbyterian theologians did not even have meals
together. They did not even look at each other’s faces.
They did not look, saying that it was unrighteous to
just look at each other’s faces. But right now they are
sitting together and talking about doctrinal
unification to adjust their faith to bring it in line with
the culture of the 21st century. These very people,
who used to avoid each other, are now trying to unite
as one in these days.
Like this, this world in which we are living
changes with the passage of time. But no matter how
much this world changes, you and I must go on living
believing in and following after the Word of God. No
matter how much the world changes, we will not
change. People of faith who follow after the Word
and carry out the righteous work of God will not
change, regardless of how much the world may

change. No matter what the other people might say, if
the Word of God says this way, then this way is
absolutely right. We believe that everything will go
according to the Word of God. Abraham, our father
of faith was like this. I want you to realize the fact
that Abraham, whose faith was acknowledged by
God, followed only after the Word of God
throughout his entire lifetime and carried out the
works of God, that is, the spiritual work.
Let us once more take a look at today’s Scripture
passage. In the Book of Genesis chapter 15 verse 7,
we read, “Then He said to him, ‘I am the LORD, who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you
this land to inherit it.’” And then from verse 18, it
says, “On the same day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have
given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the River Euphrates - the Kenites, the
Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
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As you can see here, God told Abraham clearly
that He was going to give him the land of Canaan. He
personally promised him that He was going to give
him this Promised Land. Then He said He brought
Abraham out of Egypt to give him and his
descendants that land of Canaan. Abraham then
asked, “Lord God, You said you are going to give the
land of Canaan to me and my descendants, but if so,
what is the proof of this?” So God replied, “Bring Me
a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat,
a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.
And so Abraham brought all of this and laid them
down on the altar before God. After this was done a
spectacle of Jehovah’s fire appeared and passed
between these pieces of sacrifice.
These objects Jehovah had told Abraham about at
that time were all used for burnt offerings. Thus, the
fact that God passed between these objects in the
image of fire which was laid down before Him
signifies to us that we have gained the Kingdom of
Heaven by having received the remission of our sins

by believing in God. God who had actually witnessed
His promise to Abraham like this spoke to Abraham
in detail once more time, “I have given your
descendants the land from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the River Euphrates.”
God said He would give the land of Canaan to
Abraham and to his descendants. Dear fellow believers,
what does this all mean? It is precisely the same as God
having promised that He will give you and me Heaven.
Just like Him having given Abraham and his
descendants the land of Canaan, God is telling us that
He will give the Kingdom of Heaven to those who
have been truly born again by believing in the gospel
of the water and the Spirit. The Kingdom of Heaven
is not imaginary stuff. It does actually exist. It exists
just as the land of Canaan actually exists between the
River of Egypt and the River Euphrates.
We do not have adequate knowledge of the Milky
Way which fills the night sky. It can be seen from
afar with the naked eye, but we are not able to know
its substance. We are told that some stars that seem to
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be shining in the sky now actually disappeared some
thousands of million years ago. It is because these
stars are very far away from us, some billions of
light-years away. We cannot figure out this fact
exactly but we can only stand in awe and say by faith,
“I guess the world which was created by God is so
vast.” However we at least believe in this Word. God
has given Heaven to those who have been truly born
again by faith. Even though it is not visible to our
naked eyes, we believe.
Dear fellow believers please remember this. As
the Lord died on the Cross He cried out, “It is
finished.” And He clearly told one of the criminals
who was hanging next to Him, “Today, you will be
with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). The place where
the Lord resides is none other than Paradise, which is
the Kingdom of Heaven and the promised land of
Canaan. The Kingdom of Heaven does indeed exist.
Heaven is where the Lord is. I want you to know that
God’s promise to give the born-again people the
Kingdom of Heaven is also specific and substantial,

just like God’s promise to Abraham when He told
him that He will give him an area of land specifically
ranging from one point to another.

Do You Believe That the Kingdom of
Heaven Does Exist?
Dear fellow believers, do you believe that there is
Heaven? Do you believe in the fact that this Kingdom
of Heaven is actually yours? Do you believe that the
Kingdom of Heaven is a place that has been prepared
just for you? If you believe that there is a Kingdom of
Heaven, then you must also realize that hell exists as
well. Jesus told us that He will gather up the grain,
thrash them, and then gather the wheat into His barn
but He will burn the chaff with unquenchable fire.
Like this, hell does exist and there clearly is the
Kingdom of Heaven. God is Spirit, but He isn’t
someone who exists only in our imagination. God
actually built a holy world that is substantial, and He
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now resides there. I want you to know and believe in
the fact that there clearly is a place called the
Kingdom of Heaven and a place called hell.
Our Lord promised that He will give the land of
Canaan to Abraham and to his descendants as an
inheritance. How did He show us evidence of this
promise? God said, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer,
a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon,” and Abraham
offered them up to God. Then appearing like fire God
passed between them. Through these offerings, that is,
through the sacrificial offering of Jesus Christ who
offered Himself with His water and blood, God
promises that He will surely give the Kingdom of
Heaven to those who have been born again by
believing in Him. Dear fellow believers, without the
burnt offering you and I cannot receive the remission
of our sins. After taking all our sins through His
baptism, Jesus went on His own accord up to the altar
of burnt offering and saved believers in Him by
vicariously receiving all the judgment for our sins,

and rose up from the dead in three days. He received
the baptism to take on all our sins. After that, He died
and received the full judgment for us. Like this, the
burnt offering which was laid on the altar of burnt
offering signifies the fact that the Lord has saved us
by offering His own body as our propitiation. This is
why God was telling Abraham to bring Him those
specific burnt offerings. And by appearing on top of
them, God was showing Abraham the definite proof
of His promise that He will surely grant him Heaven.
I believe that Heaven clearly has spatiality. I
believe the fact that when we die, we the born again
will go to that place. Today the Lord told us about
this truth through the promise He had made to
Abraham. Thus, we who are to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven must first carry out this spiritual work, that is,
the work of God as we go on living on this earth. As
we carry out this spiritual work, even if fleshly things
should arise within us, they will be buried under the
heap of spiritual work and no longer be a problem
before God. I want you to realize this fact.
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Abraham believed only in God and followed after
Him. Hence, he walked by the righteous path. I have
this understanding that we must also be like this. By
persistently carrying out spiritual work, we must
throw away our fleshly lacking. But if we neglect in
carrying out this spiritual work, we will one day be
buried in our filthy flesh. The born-again must be
like Abraham. I believe if we listen to and follow
after the Word of God like Abraham, our entire life
will be immersed in this spiritual work, and all our
fleshly worries, troubles, lacking and weaknesses
will naturally disappear away completely.
I am hoping that I will personally meet those
righteous servants of the Lord like Abraham, Moses,
the Apostle Paul, and so on in the Kingdom of God.
By then of course, I will be able to recognize them
not in the flesh but in the spirit. I don’t know what
the image of Heaven is like, but one thing clear if we
hold fast onto and follow after the Word of the Lord
to the very end we will surely go to Heaven.
Abraham continued to walk towards God by

following the Word of God, and for this he was able
to receive many blessings from God. I believe if we
would carry out this spiritual work, all our
weaknesses and lacking will be buried under the heap
of spiritual work and disappear. I believe, if we
continue to pursue this spiritual work, and if we
believe in and follow only the Word of God, our
hearts will be filled with faith of believing in God
even more. I believe that God will become a great
strength for us, cover up all our lacking, and allow us
to bear much spiritual fruits.
Because I am holding many revival meetings at
each branch Church these days, I am able to meet
you only on weekends, but I want you to go living
immersed in this spiritual work by all means. Do not
look towards your own weaknesses. One’s own
weaknesses cannot be fixed by one’s own will. Just
continue to do the work of God. Follow the Word of
God by faith and be immersed in God’s work. If you
do this I believe you and I can become great fathers
of faith just like Abraham.
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PAGE BY PAGE
• KeyBoard
1) Page Up / Page Down Key
Page Up = Previous Page,

Page Down = Next Page

2) Arrow Key
← or ↑ = Previous Page,

→ or ↓ = Next Page

• Acrobat Reader Menu Button
◄ = Previous Page,

► = Next Page

• Link
◄ = Previous Page,
► = Next Page
Contents = Go to Table of Contents
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SKIPING TO A PAGE
1) Key Board
Ctrl + N Key : The number of page you want to go to.

2) Acrobat Reader Scroll Bar
Click and drag in the scroll bar until the page number
in the number field matches the page you want to go to.
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EASIER WAY TO READ
Using Bookmarks
You can move easily where you want by using bookmarks
- Show bookmarks : Press F5 Key on your keyboard.
- Hide bookmarks : Press F5 Key again
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