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The Apostle Paul Was a Servant of God Who Devotedly 
Preached the Gospel of the Water and the Spirit  
 

Paul was imprisoned no less than three times while preaching the righteousness of God. Yet even while 
imprisoned, he wrote numerous epistles to the saints of his time, including Colossians, Philemon,
Philippians and Ephesians. Through his Epistle to the Ephesians, Paul is testifying that the Triune God’s 
plan is the very righteousness of the Lord that is revealed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

We are profoundly grateful to the Apostle Paul and other predecessors of faith for bearing witness of
the work of salvation fulfilled by the Triune God. Accordingly, we should never lead our lives of faith
emotionally. Far from it, we ought to understand and verify the Triune God’s plan of salvation through the
gospel of the water and the Spirit. It is incumbent upon us to believe in the righteousness of God that Jesus 
Christ has fulfilled by sacrificing Himself in our place out of His love and by fulfilling the Old
Testament’s prophecies, and we ought to lead our lives of faith based on this foundation.  

You should take a moment now and ask yourself if you are really leading your life of faith with a clear 
understanding of the righteousness of God. When you profess to believe in the Lord, you ought to know
exactly how His love for you has been fulfilled and revealed in God’s righteousness. As we are now living 
in the end times, I admonish every reader with all my heart to come into His embracing arms by believing
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that constitutes the righteousness of God. I hope and pray that
God’s righteous love would descend upon all of you along with the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

 



◄            CONTENTS            ► 

 

WHAT THE TRIUNE GOD  

HAS DONE FOR US 
 
 
 
 

PAUL C. JONG 
 
 
 
 

Hephzibah Publishing House 
A Ministry of THE NEW LIFE MISSION 

SEOUL, KOREA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What the Triune God Has Done for Us 
 
Copyright © 2008 by The New Life Mission 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means 
without the written permission of the author. 
Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version. 
 
ISBN 89-8314-652-4 
 



◄             Cover  Page             ► 

 

Table of Contents 
 
 
 
Preface ---------------------------------------------------- 8 
 
 
Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of  

Jesus Even before the Foundation of the World 
(Ephesians 1:1-4) ----------------------------------- 10 

 
We Have Become God’s Possessions by His Grace 

(Ephesians 1:1-14) ---------------------------------- 35 
 
We Have Been Saved through God’s Love and  

Sacrifice  
(Ephesians 1:1-6) ----------------------------------- 54 

 
 

 
 
 
We Thank God for Calling Us as the Members of His  

Church  
(Ephesians 1:20-23) -------------------------------- 75 

 
We Have Redemption According to the Riches of  

God’s Grace   
(Ephesians 1:7-14) ---------------------------------- 93 

 
Were We Made for the Lord’s Righteous Work? 

(Ephesians 2:1-10) -------------------------------- 115 
 
We Must Acknowledge God’s Authority and Grace  

In Our Life of Faith 
(Ephesians 2:1-22) -------------------------------- 126 

 



◄             Cover  Page             ► 

 

 
What Kind of People Were We in God’s Sight? 

(Ephesians 2:1-7) ---------------------------------- 144 
 
We Had Been Estranged from God the Father 

Because of Our Sins 
(Ephesians 2:14-22) ------------------------------- 160 

 
Immeasurable Blessings of Christ Are in the Heart of  

Every Saint Who Believes in the Gospel of  
The Water and the Spirit  
(Ephesians 3:1-21) -------------------------------- 181 

 
Defend Your Faith in Your Life 

(Ephesians 4:1-6) ---------------------------------- 195 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emulate God as His Beloved Children 

(Ephesians 5:1-2) ---------------------------------- 224 
 
Do Not Partake in the Sins of the World 

(Ephesians 5:1-14) -------------------------------- 236 
 
What Does It Really Mean to Live with  

The Fullness of the Spirit? 
(Ephesians 5:1-21) -------------------------------- 255 

 
Those Who Live with the Fullness of the Spirit 

(Ephesians 5:15-21) ------------------------------- 283 
 
Stand Against the Wiles of Satan 

(Ephesians 6:10-17) ------------------------------- 302 
 
 
 
 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free bo equest www.nlmission.com 

8   Foreword 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foreword 
 
 

Although there are numerous so-called Christians in 
this world, only few of them actually believe in and 
preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
constitutes the righteousness of God as the Apostle Paul 
did. The Apostle Paul met the Lord on his way to 
Damascus, and from then on he spent the rest of his life as 
a captive servant of the righteousness of the Lord until he 
was embraced in God’s arms. We have also received the 
remission of our sins by believing in the righteousness of 
God and the gospel of the water and the Spirit which was 
preached by this Apostle Paul, and our hearts are being 
thoroughly transformed as a result.  

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul 
declares that our salvation was achieved once and for all 
in God the Father and Jesus Christ. And today, just like 
the Apostle Paul, there are those who believe in and 
preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit which is 
testified in both Testaments of the Scriptures. These saints 
ok r
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are bearing witness of the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit in this age and even to you.  

In all my sermons it has been my consistent aim to 
bear witness of the Truth that the Lord has fulfilled 
the will of God the Father through the gospel of the 
water and the Sprit, and to testify God’s blessings 
that come to those believers once they receive the 
remission of their sins by believing in the 
righteousness of God. I have also done my utmost to 
bear witness of the true life of faith that is led by 
today’s Christians who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Now, through this book, I would 
like to show the infinite love of God and His 
profound will to everyone alike, both those who 
already believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit and those who do not. So, as you proceed to 
read this book, you will come to realize what the 
Triune God’s intention is for you. I hope and pray 
that the Triune God would bless you.  

June 7, 2008 
Rev. Paul C. Jong, Author 
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Our Salvation Was Prepared  
In the Righteousness of Jesus  

Even before  
The Foundation of the World 

 
 

< Ephesians 1:1-4 > 
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 

of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love.” 

 
 

The Love of the Lord Is Clearly Woven 
into the Screen Gate of the Court of the 
Tabernacle!  

 
In our hymn book, there is a lyric written by the 

sister Jihae Kim in our Church that goes like this:  
“Before Creation God planned Salvation; 
The Lord who made us and knows us so well 
Called and showed Moses the law of His 

salvation, 
Water and the Spirit  
(Lord of mercy and love) 
The gate of Tabernacle shows us the love of Lord,  
The King was baptized by John the Baptist, 
Give all thanks to God our Lord,  
(Blue and purple thread) 
Fulfilled all His Word, the law of salvation by 

bleeding and deadly pain 
(Scarlet and white linen); (the law of life) 
With His baptism and His death on Calvary 
(Blue tread, purple thread) 
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Lord revealed us His perfect salvation 
(Scarlet thread).” 

A line in this gospel song states that the gate of the 
Tabernacle shows us the love of Lord. Yes, we can 
discover the true love of the Lord on the gate of the 
Tabernacle. The Scriptures state that the Lord’s 
sincere love for us is manifested all in the blue, 
purple, and scarlet tread and fine woven linen. And in 
that God’s love, Jesus has manifested the remission 
of our sins by the baptism Jesus received from John 
the Baptist and the blood He shed on the Cross. The 
colors engraved on the screen gate of the Tabernacle 
shows more obviously our salvation that Jesus 
fulfilled by the baptism He received from John the 
Baptist, the blood He shed, and His resurrection from 
death.  

As we know, God the Father’s great love of 
salvation has combined in the love of Jesus Christ 
that was prepared even before the foundation of the 
world. Through this love, we can receive the gift of 
the remission of sins that God has granted to 

humanity by believing in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. The Book of Ephesians states that the 
salvation out of the love of God the Father was 
planned in Jesus Christ even before the foundation of 
the world. It states that only the people who believe 
in the truth of the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
can receive the gift of salvation through the 
remission of sins God has given us all. The gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is the greatest gift God has 
given us.  

Therefore, we must first receive the remission of 
sins before the presence of God by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that contains the 
love of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we had to know that 
we had not received the cleansing of sins by offering 
so many prayers of repentance. We must be the saints 
who give thanks to God for the remission of sins 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We 
have to know and believe that the Lord’s love is 
revealed in the truth of salvation that has manifested 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We have to 
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become the people who receive the blessing of the 
remission of sins that God gives by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Most Christians 
today have fallen into mystical beliefs without 
knowing the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We 
must know that it is because of their wrong faith that 
has drifted far away from immensely great love of 
God. Such mystical belief has been very different 
from the faith that believes the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit God has given us. Today’s mystical 
belief places great emphasis on the emotional 
experiences, and therefore it is a very wrong faith 
from the perspective of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. They have thought very highly of visions, 
speaking in tongues, and tremors they feel.  

Therefore, we should believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit that saved us from all our sins 
and thus enjoy the privilege that was prepared before 
the foundation of the world by believing in the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. We had to return to the 
faith of knowing and believing in the gospel Truth of 

the water and the Spirit now by turning away from 
such a mystical faith.  

 
 

The People Who Have Mystical Faith Are 
Still Suffering Due to the Sins in Their 
Hearts 

 
They try hard to have some different experiences 

instead of receiving the remission of sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
which God has given. Moreover, the mystical faith of 
such people is becoming a huge obstacle for them 
meeting the gospel of the water and the Spirit. They 
should have known that their mystical faith is 
preventing them from knowing and believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that can cleanse 
them from all their sins. However, there have not 
been that many Christians who recognize such a 
problem exists. They must rather give up their 
mystical belief they have been relying on so far. And 
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they should become more concerned about the love 
of the Triune God that was planned even before the 
foundation of the world and which was manifested in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

Today’s Christians should find a way out from 
their confused faith, and this is only possible by 
believing in the Truth of the remission of sins that is 
allowed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. All 
of us believers had to also come to know and believe 
in the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit that 
was prepared in Christ before the foundation of the 
world. We can receive the remission of sins for 
eternity if we believe in this powerful gospel. We can 
all escape from all sins and Satan’s traps by having 
faith of believing in the gospel Truth of the water and 
the Spirit which is manifested in the Tabernacle right 
now. 

The problem, however, is that too many Christians 
are beholden to confused beliefs that are reliant upon 
their own experiences. They long to experience 
mystical feelings, such as paranormal sensations 

while praying or seeing God in their dreams saying, 
“Son, you have become my child.” But all such 
experiences are not of God’s work, but they stem 
from devil spirits that are working through their own 
fleshly thoughts (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10). Therefore, 
when you have a chance to listen to the true gospel of 
salvation, that is, the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, you must first defeat all mystical beliefs by 
believing in this true gospel. Only then can you abide 
in the Truth and come into the presence of the holy 
God by relying on His love that’s found in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. You must realize clearly 
here that experiencing these strange sensations while 
praying or speaking in tongues is not the work of the 
Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

15   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

This Absolutely Indispensable Truth That 
You Must Know and Believe in Is the 
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit  

 
Only when you believe in the baptism of Jesus and 

His blood on the Cross will all your sins blotted out 
and washed away for sure (Matthew 3:15; John 1:29; 
and 1 Peter 3:21). Therefore, even if you have 
devoted all your life to God and served Him piously, 
this does not necessarily mean that you have put on 
God’s love or reached your salvation. Nor have you 
become one of God’s own people just because you 
have seen a mysterious vision or even experienced 
the gift of healing. So long as your faith is 
experiential, emotional, or mystical, you cannot say 
that you have received God’s true love.  

As all of us believe in the written Word of God, 
we ought to clearly grasp the Truth of the washing 
away of sins which is manifested in the Tabernacle—
that is, the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit 
and God’s love—and believe in this Truth. God the 

Father has granted the true gospel of the remission of 
sins to all sinners because He wants to give this 
salvation of the washing away of sins to all of us. 
This blessing of salvation can be received only by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
is found in Jesus Christ. Like this, the Lord Himself 
wants to teach about the real salvation to every sinner. 
The gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit is the 
real Truth of salvation manifested in the gate of the 
court of the Tabernacle. Put differently, the genuine 
gospel of the remission of sins for all human beings 
is the gospel of the water and the Spirit. The shadow 
of this gospel is manifested in the gate of the court of 
the Tabernacle. So, it’s very important for you to 
learn about the mystery of salvation revealed in the 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread and the fine woven 
linen that were used to make the gate of the court of 
the Tabernacle, and understand this mystery. 

The sacrificial system of the Tabernacle entailed 
two absolutely indispensable elements: The laying on 
of hands, and the shedding of the blood of the 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

16   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

sacrificial animal. Unless you comprehend these 
requirements of the sacrificial system, you cannot 
realize Gods’ love that’s revealed in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Like this, God’s love, which 
makes all sinners God’s own people, is manifested in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and its 
evidence is recorded in the Old Testament’s laying 
on of hands and the shedding of the blood of the 
sacrifice. In the age of the New Testament, Jesus 
Christ Himself has fulfilled our salvation through the 
baptism He received from John the Baptist and the 
blood He shed on the Cross, and He has granted the 
perfect remission of sins to whoever believes in this 
salvation. In other words, our God has given all of us 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which is His 
salvation, and He has granted the remission of sins 
and the gift of His Spirit to all of us who believe in 
this true gospel (Acts 2:38). 

 
 
 

Our Salvation Is Found in the Gospel of 
the Water and the Spirit Exactly as God 
Planned It Even before the Foundation of 
the World  

 
It is written in today’s Scripture reading: “Blessed 

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He 
made us accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:3-6). 

By faith, every sinner has to accept the salvation 
that was prepared in Jesus Christ even before the 
foundation of the world. And even at this very 
moment, God is working in the same way through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit according to 
this way of salvation that was planned by God to 
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make all sinners His own people. The real Truth of 
this salvation was manifested in the four colors of the 
materials used for the gate of the court of the 
Tabernacle. These materials were blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread and fine woven linen. This plan by 
which the Lord decided to save us from all the sins of 
the world was found in the plan of the Triune God. 

God the Father, His Son, and the Holy Spirit are 
the same one God to us, but they each had a different 
role to play. God the Father oversaw the plan of our 
salvation, while Jesus Christ implemented this plan 
of salvation made by God the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit guarantees us our deliverance from sin that the 
Father and the Son have accomplished. Although the 
role of each Person of the Triune God is different, 
every one of them is the same God to us. Out of His 
love for us, God wanted to give the gift of true 
salvation to all of us through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

Now, according to God’s predestination, this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit has come to all of 

us who believe in God’s promised salvation. Even 
before the foundation of the world, God had planned 
to save us from all our sins and make us His own 
children in Jesus Christ, and He has thus 
accomplished this plan. It was therefore the Lord’s 
will to make us God’s children by blotting out all our 
sins with the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Like 
this, the will of God the Father was to adopt all the 
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit as 
His own children in Jesus Christ, and to live with 
them forever in Heaven. And to fulfill this great plan, 
God has given the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
to this world.  

God has now made it possible for us to receive the 
true remission of sins and enjoy all the glory of the 
Kingdom of Heaven if only we understand and 
believe in the Truth of salvation manifested in the 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread shown in the gate of 
the court of the Tabernacle. All who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit can now reach the 
Truth that saves them from all their sins. It’s through 
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the gospel of the water and the Spirit that God 
decided to save every sinner from all their sins (1 
John 5:6-8). The salvation of the remission of sins 
that God planned for us was decided entirely by God 
Himself. We know that our salvation was prepared in 
Jesus Christ even before the foundation of the world, 
and this salvation is revealed in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

The love of God was fulfilled through the blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread shown in the gate of the 
court of the Tabernacle. Every utensil in the 
Tabernacle revealed the love of God and the Truth of 
salvation. The Truth manifested in the gate of the 
court of the Tabernacle was the shadow of the true 
remission of sins that God has fulfilled in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. The real substance of this 
salvation, in other words, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ 
according to God the Father’s plan. It was the Lord’s 
will to deliver us from all our sins and make us God’s 
own people, and He has indeed delivered us from all 
our sins according to this providence. God’s purpose 

was to enable us to receive His abundant love and 
obtain everlasting life and to enjoy it forever. And 
according to this purpose for which God decided to 
save us from all our sins, the Lord has made the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit known to us and 
blessed us to realize the love of God and the Truth of 
salvation, so that we would lack nothing to be saved 
from each and every sin. In short, God has made it 
possible for all of us to praise Him forever for the 
salvation that He has brought to us. 

The problem, however, is that some people 
question God’s love and purpose that were planned 
even before the foundation of the world. But the 
answer to every question is found in the salvation 
that God planned in Jesus Christ out of His mercy 
before the foundation of the world. Of course, this 
may be problematic to those who question God’s will, 
but it’s completely flawless from His point of view. 
Having fallen into sin, we were all destined to die, 
but God had decided even before the foundation of 
the world to save us in Jesus Christ, make us His own 
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people, and bless us to enjoy His glory. Was it then 
wrong for God to make this decision? No, of course 
not! It was God’s plan of love to save us from all our 
sins and bless us to enjoy His glory in Jesus Christ, 
and this plan was absolutely flawless.  

However, we still see some people complaining 
about God’s plan of salvation, protesting that God 
made His plan all by Himself without asking any 
human being. These people say that it was unfair for 
God to decide to save the human race from all its sins 
and destruction through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. By any chance, are you such a complainer? 
Of the work of salvation that God planned for you, 
what is it that makes you so unhappy? If you really 
believe that Jesus Christ has saved you from all your 
sins through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
then you should not have anything to complain about. 
Once you believe in the salvation revealed in the 
gospel of the water and the Sprit with all your heart, 
you too will come to thank God. Indeed, there can’t 
be no complaint at all once you accept by faith that 

God has saved you through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

 
 

God’s Love Entails Holy Jealousy 
 
In the Bible, God often revealed Himself as the 

God of jealousy, as He said, “You shall worship no 
other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God” (Exudus 34:14). God’s jealousy is 
another expression of His unfathomable love toward 
us humans. Out of His love of jealousy, our holy God 
punished the angels that challenged His authority and 
saved human beings whom He had made in the 
likeness of His image. His love for us is so deep-
seated that He does not allow us to love anyone or 
anything else in this world. The salvation that God is 
offering to everyone through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit not only reveals God’s love and mercy, 
but it also demonstrates how just His love is.  

It is in the righteousness of Jesus Christ that God 
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has saved us. This love of God bestowed on us can 
have no flaw whatsoever. All of us had fallen into sin, 
and all of us were destined to be put to death for our 
sins. Yet despite this, God has saved us through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, so what is there to 
complain about? As mere creatures, none of us could 
ever become God’s own child without His grace. But 
to bless such wretched beings like us to become His 
own children, God sent Jesus Christ to this earth, and 
He has ultimately saved us through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. This was God’s will. We were 
indeed fundamentally disqualified from entering into 
the Kingdom of Heaven because of our sins, yet God 
the Father drew up His plan of salvation even before 
the foundation of the world to make all the believers 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit sinless and 
adopt them as His own children. So if this is true, 
then far from complaining, we ought to believe in 
God’s plan and thank Him all the more. 

 
What Was Hidden in God’s Holy 

Jealousy? 
 
In God’s holy jealousy were hidden His justice, 

His salvation, and His curse. In the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, in other words, it’s not just the 
remission of sins and God’s love that are found. On 
the contrary, God renders His fearsome wrath on all 
who ignore His authority and love, and bestows His 
mercy only on those who seek it humbly. This shows 
that God gives His special blessings to those whom 
He loves. 

Through His Son Jesus Christ, God the Father 
wanted to show us His mercy. So He sent the Lord 
Jesus to this earth, and Jesus, in turn, bore all the sins 
of this world once and for all by being baptized by 
John the Baptist, died on the Cross while bearing all 
those sins, and has thereby saved us all forever. Such 
is the jealousy that comes out of God’s mercy, out of 
this love of jealousy, and out of His merciful plan 
that had been in existence even before anyone or 
anything in this world came into being.  
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It was God’s plan to save us from all the sins of 
the world through the Truth of salvation, which Jesus 
Christ achieved by coming to this earth, receiving 
His baptism from John the Baptist, shedding His 
blood on the Cross, and rising from the dead to 
become our Savior. This salvation was fulfilled 
according to the love of God, which entails His holy 
jealousy, His just judgment, and His plan. This 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit that God has 
given to us demonstrates both His love and His 
justice simultaneously to everyone, the believers and 
unbelievers alike. While God blesses whoever 
believes in His love and obeys Him to become His 
own child, God justly condemns everyone else for 
the sin of unbelief. It is only fitting for each and 
every sinner to face God’s just judgment and be 
destroyed. Like this, God’s justice and love are 
completed in the God-given salvation and His wrath. 
This is the real Truth of salvation that’s completed in 
Jesus Christ, and you must not only realize it but also 
believe in it with all your heart.  

Satan had actually been an archangel, but because 
he stood against the will of God, he was cast out of 
Heaven by God. The Devil therefore has no other 
choice but to suffer forever in wretchedness. Human 
beings, in contrast, can still find deliverance, for God 
has established the law of salvation for everyone in 
this world to be saved from all their sins. When we 
turn to Isaiah 14:12, we see God saying to Satan: 

“How you are fallen from heaven,  
O Lucifer, son of the morning!  
How you are cut down to the ground,  
You who weakened the nations!” In rebuking the 

angel who stood against God and all his followers, 
God said that He would judge them all for their 
arrogance. And even now, we see that the angel who 
rebelled against God is still busy trying to entice 
everyone away from God. Having thus challenged 
the authority of God, Satan became His enemy as his 
pride was exposed in God’s sight, and in the process, 
the Devil ended up asking for God’s just 
condemnation. It’s written in Isaiah 14:13-14: 
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“For you have said in your heart:  
‘I will ascend into heaven,  
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;  
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation  
On the farthest sides of the north;  
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,  
I will be like the Most High.’” This is the reason 

why Lucifer came to face God’s just judgment.  
God absolutely does not tolerate any creature 

challenging His authority no matter what that 
creature might be. Far from it, God justly punishes all 
wickedness and transgressions. God’s judgment of 
justice is not unfair to anyone, but it is only 
appropriate. After all, when a God-made creature 
forgets his standing and stands against God’s 
authority, how can it be wrong for God the Creator to 
punish such a vile and arrogant creature? We know 
that it’s only fitting and just for God to punish all 
such rebellious creatures. But even now, the angel 
that challenged God’s authority is alive and well in 
the thoughts of the people of this world, and he is 

inciting them to stand against God’s love and reject 
His grace by misleading them to rely on their own 
works to reach salvation. Deceived by this fallen 
angel, more and more people are rejecting God’s love. 
And as a result, God is pouring hot coals on the 
heads of all who have departed from His love. God’s 
just condemnation is the most appropriate 
punishment for everyone who rejects His love. 

In fact, you and I ought to be grateful to God for 
granting us the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
blessing us to step inside this gospel of salvation by 
faith. If God had no plan of salvation for us, then we 
would have been in the same wretched situation as 
that fallen angel awaiting destruction for arrogance. 
Given the fact that Satan is not only alive in this 
world but he is also gathering together anyone who 
would stand against God with him and be destroyed 
in the end, it’s clear that without God’s grace, we 
would also have been ensnared by the Devil’s trap 
only to suffer forever. Thankfully, however, God did 
not abandon us, but He had so much compassion on 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

23   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

us that He blessed us to come into His love, gave us 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, saved us from 
all our sins, protected us, and used us as His workers. 
Therefore, as you and I believe in this love of God, 
we have all put on God’s special love and mercy.  

In contrast, those who have not found God’s 
mercy will be condemned; they are still standing 
against God with their faithlessness. As they have not 
found the grace of God that can save them from all 
their sins, all that awaits them is God’s just judgment 
that’s devoid of His mercy. 

God has set aside the fallen angel and all his 
wicked followers to be punished for their sins, and 
this was our fate as well. We had to therefore escape 
from this punishment by believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit through which Jesus Christ 
has saved us all. We had to believe in this gospel of 
the water and the Spirit to receive God’s merciful 
love and obtain new and everlasting life. And as 
God’s mercy abounds to us, He has granted us our 
eternal salvation by giving us faith in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit that’s found in Jesus Christ. 
As we believe in the great mercy of God and His love, 
God has forever delivered us from all the 
condemnation of our sins and given us new life. And 
that’s precisely why all of us ought to thank God. If 
you still have not stepped inside the gospel of Truth 
by faith, the gospel of the water and the Sprit that 
enables you to glorify God, then you must come into 
this life-giving gospel right now. Because you can be 
saved from all your sins only by believing in God’s 
love, you must believe now in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

When God made us His own children, He saw that 
we had faith in His mercy, His love, and His gospel 
Word of the water and the Spirit, and that’s why God 
decided to adopt us as His children on account of our 
obedience to this gospel. This God-given salvation of 
the remission of sins is the greatest of God’s gifts, 
and therefore it’s absolutely imperative for all of us 
to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
with all our hearts. This gift of the remission of sins 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

24   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

is the gift of salvation that’s given to us freely 
irrespective of our own effort, and it is the Truth by 
which God has made us His own children. To be 
saved from all our sins, we had to give up our own 
endeavors and merits and instead believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit alone. Only by 
believing in God’s planned salvation was it possible 
for us to receive the remission of sins. The gospel of 
the water and the Spirit alone could deliver us from 
all our sins, and therefore we all had to choose to 
believe in this gospel. Likewise, everyone professing 
to believe in Jesus can reach true salvation only by 
believing in the Lord’s merciful love.  

When we look at today’s Christianity, we can see 
that it has turned into one of many worldly religions. 
One characteristic common to all man-made religions 
is that they all rely on man’s own thoughts and call 
upon one’s own sweat and effort to reach salvation. 
Groundless Christian doctrines are no exception to 
this observation, and most Christians nowadays have 
actually rejected the spiritual blessings of Heaven 

with their own righteousness. When we think about 
the reason why today’s Christianity has degenerated 
into a mere worldly religion, we can see that it’s 
because many Christians themselves are trying to 
reach salvation on their own effort according to their 
own thoughts. And these false doctrines that are so 
prevalent in Christian communities today are being 
spreading by the so-called Christian “leaders.”  

 
 

Of Such Christian Doctrines, the Doctrine 
of Incremental Sanctification Is Filled with 
Hypocrisy 

 
The Doctrine of Incremental Sanctification is a 

very influential doctrine among mainstream churches, 
but do its advocates even know that this very doctrine 
is actually a vile affront to God? In reality, few 
people actually know this. But to make and teach this 
kind of Biblically unfounded doctrine is to become 
just like the fallen angel who challenged the holiness 
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of God. Many doctrines of mainstream Christianity 
themselves emasculate God’s merciful love, and 
that’s why you must believe in the true gospel of the 
water and the Spirit rather than in any man-made 
dogma. Non-Christians are prone to think that they 
can somehow reach a divine stage if they practice 
asceticism and discipline themselves endlessly. In a 
similar vein, the Doctrine of Incremental 
Sanctification also teaches that one can sanctify 
himself through his own piety. But you should realize 
clearly here that this actually constitutes a grave sin 
of challenging God’s holiness. Yet despite this, too 
many Christians challenge the holiness of God with 
their own self-determination only to fail miserably.  

Because all human beings are fundamentally a 
brood of evildoers who inherited twelve kinds of sins 
from the moment they were conceived in their 
mothers’ wombs, they cannot help but to commit sin 
all the time. Therefore, as human beings are sinful to 
the core by nature, the more they try to sanctify 
themselves, the more hypocritical they become and 

the more their wickedness is exposed. Indeed, the 
only way that people can be remitted from all their 
sins and become holy is to admit to God that they 
themselves are utterly sinful and destined to hell, 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
which is the grace of the remission of sins, and thus 
find God’s mercy. All of us had to realize this Truth.  

Some of you might have seen a religious man 
meditating with his eyes closed to reach some kind of 
understanding. Take Buddha for instance. Buddha 
was just a man trying to lose himself in meditation 
under a tree and reach Nirvana on his own, but he 
just ended up dead under the tree. Yet, people not 
only thought that Buddha was a great man but they 
also exalted him as a great sage, and many chose to 
become his followers. Buddha was then even deified 
as a god. Such is the banality of worldly religion.  

It’s everyone’s basic desire to find the way to 
escape from all his sins and reach the perfect 
righteousness of God. The problem, however, is that 
most people try to establish their own righteousness 
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and prize it more than God’s righteousness. But 
human righteousness is absolutely useless. The 
concept of Nirvana that Buddhists speak of is all 
about being freed from worldly worries, sufferings, 
and bondages. But the only way to achieve this is 
death. Who among us can ever free oneself from all 
his sins and become a perfect person? None of us can 
be liberated from Satan’s clutch unless we have faith 
in the baptism that Jesus Christ received from John 
the Baptist, His death on the Cross, and His 
resurrection. Indeed, every sinner has to wash away 
all his sins and reach salvation by believing in the 
true gospel of the water and the Spirit given by Jesus.  

However, even in Christian communities there are 
many false prophets who are deceiving countless 
people with the Doctrine of Incremental 
Sanctification as though Christianity were one of 
heathen religions. But can anyone really be 
transformed into a completely holy person just by 
trying hard? No, of course not! Christians should 
realize that the advocates of the Doctrine of 

Incremental Sanctification are actually binding them 
in their sins. And they must listen to the gospel Truth 
of the water and the Spirit with a sincere heart, turn 
around from all their false doctrines, and receive the 
remission of their sins. Or otherwise they will see 
with their own eyes Christianity degenerating into a 
totally depraved heathen religion.  

The just gospel fulfilled by the righteousness of 
God is the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and this 
gospel is the embodiment of God’s true love and the 
Truth of salvation. The problem, however, is that 
many Christians still believe in these false doctrines 
made up from man’s own thoughts, and they think 
that it’s perfectly okay for them to follow God by 
trusting in such fake dogmas. As we all know very 
well, every heathen doctrine has come out of man’s 
thoughts. Every Chritian doctrine is not an exception. 
For example, just as every heathen religion teaches 
its followers to reach salvation through their own 
effort, so does the Christian Doctrine of Incremental 
Sanctification teach all Christian sinners to cleanse 
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themselves to reach deliverance on their own. As a 
result, countless Christians nowadays are leading a 
flawed life of faith in a futile attempt to sanctify 
themselves through their own means. Consequently, 
these misguided Christians are sure that they have 
been saved from all their sins just by believing in the 
blood that Jesus Christ shed on the Cross, and they 
are devoting their lives to this false faith in vain. 
They brag about how lofty they are in following the 
Doctrine of Incremental Sanctification, and they use 
this doctrine of their own making as a spiritual 
smokescreen to assure their own souls and other 
souls as well. But there is no one in this world who 
has ever reached sanctification just by believing in 
and practicing the Doctrine of Incremental 
Sanctification.  

 
 
 

How Would Philosophers View the Word 
of the Scripture? 

 
Being completely ignorant of the righteousness of 

God, worldly philosophers would never be able to 
discover the Truth of the water and the Spirit from 
the Word of God. These philosophers are 
fundamentally incapable of understanding the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. That’s why they interpret 
the Bible according to their own thoughts and 
advocate false doctrines of their own making. When 
the philosophers read the Bible, they think to 
themselves, “Oh, so God created the heavens and the 
earth. There must have been a Creator, and this 
Creator issued the Law. The Creator promised to 
come to save to this earth as the Son of Man to save 
all sinners from their sins. And the Creator actually 
came as He promised. To blot out everyone’s sins, 
He gave up His body on the Cross to be crucified, 
shed His blood to death, and arose from the dead. 
And He ascended to Heaven.” Interpreting the Bible 
on their own like this, they then make up their own 
doctrines and tell everyone to spread their teachings. 
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As a result, many people think that they can become 
God’s children just by believing in the blood of the 
Cross alone as their salvation.  

When such philosophers read the Bible and come 
to believe in Jesus as their Savior, they do so only 
according to their own thoughts and interpretations. 
In fact, the doctrines that prevail in today’s 
Christianity were all made by such philosopher-
theologians. While these Christian doctrines of their 
own making may make sense to them, they are far 
removed from the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that the Bible speaks of as the true gospel. But 
because these philosophers interpret the Scriptures 
without any knowledge of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, they can still advocate the doctrines of 
their own making to everyone else, saying, “Oh, it is 
very simple to be saved. We can be saved just by 
believing in the blood of the Cross. That’s it. Yes, 
Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is the Son of God the 
Father who is so good to us.” Yet, they cannot teach 
the real Truth of salvation to anyone.  

Having made the Doctrine of Incremental 
Sanctification according to their own thoughts, such 
philosopher-theologians are spreading their 
humanistic doctrines, saying, “Who could really cry 
for me? How could you walk with me? Who on earth 
could die for me except Jesus Christ?” Their Christian 
philosophy is enough to stir up sinners’ emotional 
feelings. When they think about how Jesus sacrificed 
Himself on the Cross for them, they feel so touched in 
their hearts that they shed tears in no time. They say, 
“No one in this world has ever spared even an hour for 
me, far less died for me. But Jesus suffered death to 
wash away all my sins by being crucified and 
shedding His blood for me, so how could I not be 
moved by this?”  

Even though various philosophical doctrines have 
sprung forth from various Christian denominations, 
there is one doctrine that’s common to all of them 
that has misled countless people into destruction. 
This is the fallacious notion that one is saved just by 
believing in Jesus’ blood on the Cross. Today’s 
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misguided Christians find it both sad and comforting 
that Jesus shed His blood for them. But their faith has 
failed to blot out their sins, and even as they offer 
countless prayers of repentance, they still cannot 
reach sanctification, for their sins still remain intact. 
Even now, they believe in Jesus Christ’s blood on the 
Cross alone as their remission of sins, yet in their 
hearts they are just piling up more and more sins. 
They have turned the true Christianity into just a 
heathen religion.  

Many people are ruining their own souls by 
adhering to such philosophical Christian doctrines. 
That’s because they think that their philosophical 
faith is the right faith, and they are sure that they are 
good Christians even though they actually believe in 
Jesus just according to their own thoughts. They are 
emotionally moved when they think about Jesus’ 
blood, and the deeper they meditate on this, the more 
they want to be approved by everyone else as good 
Christians. But because of all the confusion caused 
by these so-called Christian “leaders” who are 

actually spreading man-made doctrines, they are 
actually falling deeper and deeper into a false, 
emotionally oriented faith. Such people trapped in 
fallacious Christian doctrines are standing against the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit more and 
more. These false doctrines of mainstream 
Christianity were made out of philosopher-
theologians’ thoughts, and the logic spawned by 
them only produced confused Christian doctrines.  

In contrast, everyone who believes in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is sincerely looking for Gods’ 
lost flock. The true salvation that everyone is looking 
for is found only in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and everyone can wash away all his sins by 
believing in this genuine gospel. Every Christian 
sinner must therefore return to the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit as soon as possible.  

Are you still troubled over your sins, not knowing 
how to address this problem? If so, then I ask you to 
read the first volume of our Christian book series 
published by the New Life Mission titled, Have You 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

30   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

Truly Been Born Again of Water and the Spirit? This 
book will lead you into the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit and the true way of salvation. 

Are you still ignorant of the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit? Do you still say to yourself, “Why 
shouldn’t I be able to solve away such a simple 
problem as the problem of sin? All that I have to do 
is just receive the remission of my original sin by 
believing only in Jesus’ blood on the Cross, and then 
tackle my personal sins by offering prayers of 
repentance every day”? Many Christians indeed say 
that they can wash away their daily sins just by 
offering their own prayers of repentance every day. 
But you can never wash away any of your sins if you 
think and believe like this. Right now you might 
believe in the blood of the Cross alone, but has any 
of your sins really disappeared? If the prayers of 
repentance that you are now offering could wipe out 
all your personal sins, then the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit would not be needed anymore. But 
isn’t it true that there still are at least a few sins left in 

your heart? The very fact that your sins remain intact 
is precisely why the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
the real Truth of salvation, is so absolutely 
indispensable for you. The true gospel that you must 
believe in without fail is none other than the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit.  

What would you believe with all your heart then? 
Would you believe in just some philosophical 
Christian doctrines of man’s own making, or would 
you believe in the Truth of the remission of sins 
revealed through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit? Whichever you choose to believe is entirely 
up to you. The choice is no one else’s but yours alone. 
But before you make any decision, you should realize 
clearly here that you can never wash away any of 
your sins by offering your own prayers of repentance 
every day. You have to believe in the Truth of the 
washing of sins that’s manifested in the gate of the 
Tabernacle and the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Too many Christians are lost in their own 
emotional feelings and fallacious beliefs, putting all 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

31   Our Salvation Was Prepared in the Righteousness of Jesus  
      Even before the Foundation of the World 

 

their faith just in the blood that Jesus shed on the 
Cross without realizing the power and mystery of His 
baptism. But you must now cast aside such 
groundless beliefs, believe instead in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit revealed in the Bible, and 
thus be washed from all your sins and receive 
everlasting life. Your will then also experience the 
remission of sins coming into your heart.  

Some Christians invoke the Scripture to justify their 
decision to put all their faith in the blood of the Cross 
alone, saying, “Look, it says in the Bible, ‘In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace’ (Ephesians 
1:7).” But these people are actually trapped in a 
serious spiritual mistake because they are looking at 
the Word on the blood of the Cross just literally.  

In contrast, there are those who understand and 
believe in God’s love properly according to the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit revealed in 
the Scriptures. These people of faith say that Jesus 
could shed His blood on the Cross only because He 

had been baptized in the first place. The sacrificial 
system manifested in the Tabernacle during the age 
of the Old Testament shows that the people of Israel 
had to pass their sins to their sacrificial animal by 
laying their hands on its head and draw its blood, 
which prophesied that the Lord would remit away all 
our sins in a similar way (Leviticus 4:21-27).  

In other words, the sacrificial system shows us that 
Jesus was crucified to death because He had been 
baptized by John the Baptist to bear all your sins and 
mine, and that is why Christ bore the punishment of 
crucifixion on His own body and shed His blood to 
pay off all the wages of our sins. The blood that Jesus 
shed on the Cross, which every Christian believes in, 
was preconditioned on the baptism that Christ 
received from John the Baptist. Put differently, Jesus 
could properly shed His blood on the Cross because 
He had been personally baptized by John the Baptist 
in the Jordan River. Without this baptism that Jesus 
received from John the Baptist, there would have 
been no shedding of His blood on the Cross either. 
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It’s written, “And according to the law almost all 
things are purified with blood, and without shedding 
of blood there is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). 
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in a form of 
the laying on of hands according to the sacrificial 
system of the Law, and it’s because of Jesus received 
this baptism that He could be condemned for all the 
sins of every sinner by being crucified and shedding 
His blood, and thus save everyone who believes in 
this Truth perfectly from all his sins.  

God the Father and Jesus Christ are our everlasting 
Savior who has given us the gospel of the remission 
of sins, the gospel of the water and the Spirit. In His 
wisdom this God planned to save us from all our sins, 
and exactly according to this plan, He has indeed 
delivered us from all our sins through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. God has saved all sinners 
from all their sins once and for all, so perfectly and 
so definitively, for His wisdom is so much superior 
to man’s wisdom. This unambiguous Truth of the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit applies to all 

sinners to bring the same remission of sins to 
everyone. That is why anyone who believes in this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit can reach his 
salvation and be washed from all his sins. 

However, God has hidden the Truth of the water 
and the Spirit from the wicked. As God has hidden 
the mystery of Jesus’ baptism from those whose 
hearts are wicked, He has made it impossible for 
them to grasp it. In contrast, God has brought 
understanding to all whose hearts are meek and who 
are obedient to His Word, and He has thus saved 
from all sins everyone who believes in His Word 
wholeheartedly. Indeed, God has granted true 
salvation to those who tremble before His Word, who 
admit the sinfulness of their hearts honestly to Him, 
and who believe and rely entirely on the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit given by God.  

God has given the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
to those who are poor in spirit. By giving the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit to all sinners, God has enabled 
them to realize the real Truth of salvation. God has 
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granted us this gospel of the water and the Spirit, and 
He is pleased to give us the understanding to grasp the 
real Truth of salvation. How about you then? Do you 
also believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that enables you to realize the mystery of baptism and 
the laying on of hands, which are God’s providence? 
God has blessed those who are poor in spirit to realize 
the mystery of the washing of sins through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit.  

Like this, it’s only those whose hearts are clean 
and humble whom God has made it possible to 
understand the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
believe in it. So no matter who you are, I ask you to 
admit to God first that you are a sinner destined to 
hell. God will then bless you to understand the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit so that you can believe in 
this genuine gospel. You will then be freed from all 
your sins without fail. God has established the law of 
salvation so that whoever believes in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit given by the Lord would be 
saved from all sins today.  

It is my sincerest hope and prayer that you would 
all believe that the gospel Word of the water and the 
Spirit is the real Truth of salvation. You can reach a 
better understanding of this Truth by looking into the 
sacrificial system recorded in the Scriptures. Here I 
strongly recommend you to read my free Christian 
book series on the Tabernacle titled, The Tabernacle: 
A Detailed Portrait of Jesus Christ. When you read 
this book, you will realize even more clearly that 
God has saved us with the water and the Spirit to 
wash away all your sins and mine.  

We must have the right understanding of the 
salvation that’s revealed in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, grasp the gospel Truth of the water 
and the Spirit correctly, and believe in this Truth 
wholeheartedly. It’s absolutely imperative for all of 
us to believe in the Word of God, reach salvation 
from all our sins, understand the Truth, and thus get 
nearer to God as a matter of course. It’s when we 
grasp the gospel Word of the water and the Spirit that 
we are compelled to admit with our lips that the Lord 
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is always right. As God has compelled us to 
acknowledge the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
He has delivered us from all our sins. And it’s by 
believing in this gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that we can all give thanks and glory to God.  

Hallelujah!  
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We Have Become God’s  
Possessions by His Grace 
 
 

< Ephesians 1:1-14 > 
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 

of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love, having predestined us to 
adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made 
us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of His grace which He 
made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which 
He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation 
of the fullness of the times He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. In 
Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestined according to the purpose of Him who 
works all things according to the counsel of His 
will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be 
to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted, 
after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory.” 
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We have recently composed new hymns to praise 
the Lord’s righteousness, and these new hymns 
delight me so much. Whenever new souls come into 
our Church, it’s very important for us to pay them 
extra attention and teach them these new hymns, so 
that they can also sing along with us. We need to put 
ourselves in their shoes and be considerate to them. 
Even we struggle sometimes when we try to learn a 
new hymn, and so it’s all the more difficult for new 
attendees coming to our Church for the first time. 
God sent us to this earth to save these people also, 
and so we ought to put ourselves in their shoes and 
be kind to them. It would be a big mistake if we were 
to neglect them thoughtlessly.  

The Apostle Paul cared deeply about everyone 
around him, as he said, “To the Jews I became as a 
Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under 
the law, as under the law, that I might win those who 
are under the law” (1 Corinthians 9:20). Paul treated 
everyone kindly like this in order to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. We are liberal in 

the order of worship; we usually follow the order of 
plain worship. But when we have new attendees in 
our worship service on the Lord’s Day, we follow the 
traditional order of worship so that they would feel 
comfortable in a new surrounding. I ask you to make 
them feel welcomed in our Church, so that we may 
save everyone that is still standing outside Christ 
from the sins of the world. That is the right thing to 
do before God, and so let us all do so. 

Yesterday I finished revising my sermons on the 
Gospel of Matthew and handed them over to the 
translators. My sermons on the Epistle to the 
Ephesians have already been translated and uploaded 
on our website as e-books, but I plan to revise them 
once more to publish them in paper format. I hope to 
finish this job as soon as possible, so that I may thank 
God and glorify Him even more for His wonderful 
providence. We have also been advertising our books 
in Chinese search engines, so that when a search is 
done, it would return a link to our website. As a 
result, Christians in China looking for the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit can now easily access our 
website through search engines.  

 
 

We Must Prepare Beforehand to Preach  
the Gospel All over the World 

 
It is very important for us to ready ourselves for 

the future recognizing that we will face vicious and 
vile opponents. Indeed, we should look at least a 
hundred years into the future and make all the 
necessary preparations to preach the gospel. Only 
when we prepare beforehand like this can we finish 
spreading the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
throughout the whole world without any worry even 
when we face unexpected difficulties.  

Natural disasters have recently become quite 
common all over the world, but particularly 
worrisome among them is the rising sea level that is 
slowly submerging coastal areas. But even when 
such things happen, we have hope in the Lord’s 

return, and so we should prepare by faith and preach 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. That is how the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is preached all over 
the world. If we otherwise do not spread the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit all over the world today, 
then we will be caught by surprise when the day of 
the Lord’s return comes upon us suddenly. Just as a 
house owner should prepare beforehand to protect his 
home before it is broken into by a thief, so we must 
also be ready to preach the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit while we still can before natural disasters 
get worse. Only when we ready ourselves completely 
for the spreading of the gospel can we have no fear 
even when the end times arrive. Our literature 
ministry is the means by which we are making such 
preparation to spread the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God that we must spread 
all over the world; and it would be a huge mistake if 
we failed to do fulfill this task, for many souls would 
then have no opportunity to find this Word of life. 
We cannot allow this to happen in these end times, 
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and that is why I am being all the more watchful. But 
if we ready ourselves to preach the Word of God by 
trusting in Him and His righteousness, then we will 
have nothing to worry about.  

People all over the world must accept into their 
hearts the gospel of the water and the Spirit that we 
are preaching now. Otherwise they will have to face 
the condemnation for their sins. The onus is on them 
to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We have no personal stake in whether people believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit or not. We 
are just being faithful to the will of God. But it 
saddens God deeply when people refuse to believe in 
His gospel. Therefore, people all over the world must 
come into the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit 
and believe in this Truth if they want to be remitted 
from all their sins. God is waiting for them patiently 
because He wants them all to be saved from their sins. 
Even now God is showing His mercy on them.  

And this is precisely why we are preaching the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit to everyone. Our 

books have been advertised all over the world quite 
extensively, and the gospel will now be spread to 
every corner of the world through God’s servants. 
Although what we have already done for them would 
be insufficient, we can preach the gospel throughout 
the world with the help of God and His servants. That 
is why it is so indispensable for the people of faith 
who believe in the righteousness of God to work in 
each and every nation. Yet there are not enough 
workers of faith, and as a result we are not able to 
completely quench God’s desire. This is 
heartbreaking for me. So I hope and pray that more 
workers of faith would arise to quench God’s desire 
as soon as possible. Once we have more trained 
workers of God in every country, then I am sure that 
we will be able to completely preach the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit throughout the whole world.  

Even now, there are only a handful of servants 
carrying out God’s work in the world. But to me, 
even this number is a rather large number. In the days 
of the Old Testament, Gideon and his 300 warriors 
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prevailed over the whole nation of Midian. Likewise, 
if more people on this earth come to believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and follow the 
righteousness of God, then we will triumph in our 
spiritual battle against the whole world of darkness. I 
have every confidence that we can fight and 
overcome all the false prophets in this world through 
our faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. I 
believe that victory will be ours.  

We just read Ephesians 1:1-14 for today’s 
Scripture reading. In this passage the Apostle Paul is 
testifying about God’s abundant mercy and majestic 
plan. He is speaking of God the Father’s great plan of 
salvation and explaining to us the unsearchable riches 
of the salvation of Christ that is found in the Son of 
God. Paul’s message is that it is in this great plan of 
God’s mercy that we were able to receive the 
remission of our sins and become righteous workers 
by believing in the righteousness of Christ. And Paul 
is also teaching us that God is leading the lives of all 
His redeemed saints to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Every Spiritual Blessing Has Come from 
God’s Work According to the Counsel of 
His Will 

 
It’s written here in Ephesians 1:11, “In Him also 

we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will.” The Bile 
says that God had the salvation of the human race in 
His mind and worked accordingly to it. For all of us 
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
right now should know that our salvation was 
prepared beforehand according to God the Father’s 
plan and will, and this salvation which the Father had 
predestined for us even before the foundation of the 
world was fulfilled through the righteousness of His 
Son. Every work of God was done according to the 
counsel of His will. This means that our blessed 
salvation was determined according to the plan that 
God the Father had made for us in Jesus Christ. In 
other words, God Himself worked to fulfill our 
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salvation out of His mercy.  
The Word of God here says that it is in Jesus 

Christ that we have obtained His inheritance, and it’s 
according to His will that we have become His 
possession. The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 1:11, 
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestined according to the purpose of Him who 
works all things according to the counsel of His 
will.” This passage explains in more concrete detail 
exactly how we have become God’s possession. That 
you and I have become God’s possession implies that 
God the Father decided to make all of us who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit His very own. 
In other words, it is entirely out of God’s own desire 
and plan that we have become His.  

How did God plan to make us His children then? 
God planned our salvation in Jesus Christ according 
to His counsel, and God Himself fulfilled this plan 
with His righteousness that’s in His Son. This is how 
God was able to make us His children according to 
His wish through His righteousness. God the Father 

was more than able to turn us into His people we who 
believe in the righteousness of His Son.  

It’s written in Ephesians 1:9-10: “Having made 
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His 
good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in 
the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth—in 
Him.” Here “the dispensation of the fullness of the 
times” refers to God’s great plan. It is according to 
His great plan that God has made all of us who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit today 
His own children in Jesus Christ. God did this so that 
“He might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in 
Him.” In other words, God worked with such a great 
plan in order to unify us we who are no more than 
mere creatures with Himself. And God completely 
fulfilled His will by working according to this great 
plan. Put differently, God has fulfilled His profound 
will to all who believe in His righteousness that’s 
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found in Christ. Therefore, all that we have done is 
just to believe in this wonderful plan of God, 
according to which God Himself has made us His.  

 
 

How Could You and I Become the 
Children of the Holy God? 

 
God the Father worked on our salvation with such 

a great plan because He wanted to make us His own 
children. God the Father has at once fulfilled His 
plan of salvation for all of us humans with His 
righteousness that’s in Jesus Christ His Son. That is 
how we could become God’s children through our 
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Originally, all of us were no more than God-made 
creatures. To illustrate God’s work with an example, 
let’s say that a certain scientist made a robot just like 
himself. This scientist then elevated this robot of his 
own making to the same status as he is. That is 
likened to what God had done for us. Perhaps this 

analogy is not quite fitting, but God created us in 
order to make us His very own children. This is why 
we were able to receive true salvation through our 
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that’s 
found in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. It’s the 
Truth of the graceful salvation that the Apostle Paul 
has been speaking to us until now. 

Like this, God the Father has shown us the 
dispensation of the fullness of the times in Jesus 
Christ. This means that God the Father, by sending 
His Son Jesus Christ to us as our Savior, has saved 
all of us who believe in His righteousness from all 
our sins and made us God’s own children. Put 
differently, all of us who now believe in the 
righteousness of Christ have received the remission 
of sins and become God’s children once and for all. 
God the Father has made us His children on account 
of our faith in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. And 
to make us His children, God the Father has washed 
away all our sins once and for all through the 
sacrifice of His Son. Even though our forefathers had 
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sinned by being deceived by Satan’s temptation, God 
the Father has saved us from all our sins through His 
Son’s sacrifice. So it is by giving us faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that God was able 
to make us His children once and for all.  

Therefore, when we consider the overall contour 
of God’s plan, we can see that it was completed 
along with the gospel of the water and the Spirit by 
God the Father, His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, it is not just by believing blindly in 
Jesus as our Savior that we have been saved from the 
sins of the world, but we have reached our salvation 
only by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that’s in the special plan of God our Father. It’s 
on account of our faith in God’s righteousness that 
we were able to realize the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, and it is by believing in this righteousness 
of God that we were able to become His. We could 
therefore reach our salvation only when we 
understood the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
believed in it properly. 

Although our salvation was fulfilled through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, this does not just 
mean the disappearance of our sins, but it also entails 
the glorious life that’s lived with God for all of us. 
There are many things in this world, but to whom 
these things belong to is also important. We would be 
nothing but ephemeral beings like all the other living 
creatures if it had not been for God’s great plan of 
salvation. Every human being was made by God and 
born on this planet earth because of Him. Despite this, 
the vast majority of so many people on this earth do 
not know of God’s great plan. Even in this age, 
however, you and I who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit have become God’s possessions 
and we are living as His workers. It’s because we 
understood and believed in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit that’s in Jesus Christ that we could 
become God’s cherished children.  

To make this possible for us, God our Father sent 
His Son Jesus Christ to this earth as our Savior, made 
Him accept all our sins once and for all by being 
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baptized by John the Baptist, and let Him be 
condemned for our sins by being crucified and 
shedding His blood on the Cross while shouldering 
the sins of this world. By thus making His Son 
receive baptism from John the Baptist, putting Him 
to death on the Cross, and resurrecting Him from the 
dead, God the Father has eradicated all our sins and 
the judgment. If we have become God’s possessions 
like this, then it means the fulfillment of the Word of 
God that says, “He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth—in Him” (Ephesians 1:10). In other 
words, the gospel of the water and the Spirit has been 
fulfilled to us exactly as God promised us. What it 
means for us that we have become God’s children is 
that we are now able to live with God and enjoy the 
glory of Heaven together with Him. This is God the 
Father’s great plan for all of us.  

When did God the Father make this plan for us to 
receive such unfathomable heavenly blessings? He 
planned it in His Son Jesus Christ even before the 

foundation of the world and the creation of this 
universe. When we want to make something, we plan 
it beforehand. When you have something in mind to 
do, you first plan on how you would go about doing 
it, don’t you? Even when we make a small desk, we 
first sit down and draw its rough design and think 
about its necessary materials, don’t we?  

Likewise, when the Lord made the door of our 
salvation, He first made up a plan and drew a 
blueprint to decide how and through what means He 
would fulfill our salvation. We can see this when we 
look at the blue, purple, and scarlet thread that was 
used to make the gate of the Tabernacle in the days 
of the Old Testament. Just as only certain specific 
materials were used to build the Tabernacle, there 
also were certain indispensable elements that God 
needed to make His children out of us, who were all 
born on this earth in the likeness of His image.  

Then when did God the Father plan our salvation, 
providing everlasting life and heavenly blessings? He 
made this plan even before the foundation of the 
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world. Even before creating this universe, God the 
Father had already planned to bring us out on this 
earth and make us His children through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. Scientists estimate that 
this universe came into existence billions of years 
ago. Yet even so many years ago, before this 
universe and all its hosts came into existence, God 
had already planned to make us His very own 
children by compelling us to believe in His 
righteousness fulfilled in His Son Jesus Christ. In His 
Son, God the Father had chosen us the believers in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit and decided to 
make us His children even before the foundation of 
the world.  

 
 

Our Salvation That Was Planned before the 
Foundation of the World  

 
It’s written in Ephesians 1:4-7: “Just as He chose 

us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
which He made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him 
we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace.”  

When did God the Father plan to make us His 
children? He planned our salvation in the love of 
Jesus Christ even before creating the universe. How 
did He make up this plan? He planned to make us His 
children by saving us, we who were chosen in His 
Son, through the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Whom did God then choose among so many 
people on this earth? Of course, God chose to adopt 
as His children only those who solely rely on His 
righteousness. In contrast, God cannot not choose 
those arrogant ones who think that they are strong 
and wise enough on their own despite being no more 
than mere creatures and, as a result, reject the 
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righteous love of God the Father that was fulfilled in 
His Son Jesus.  

Recently, while Evangelist Byungi Ahn was 
preaching about Ephesians chapter 2, I heard him 
talking about how he had once been the top student 
in the whole school. But if one thinks highly of 
himself just because he had excellent grades back in 
his school days and he was praised by his teachers, 
this person will face a lot of trouble in his life. This 
actually entails many downsides. That’s because 
smart kids are prone to grow up into pompous adults, 
thinking too highly of themselves just because they 
excelled in school. But life is not all about grades. 
Even if you were the top of your class, what you 
learned in school is not everything that matters. 
There are many more things that you need to learn in 
this world to deal with the many problems that life 
brings. Of course, when someone is a student, all that 
matters is how good the grades are, and everyone 
would praise him if he has straight A’s. The problem 
is that many good students mistakenly assume that 

the same accolades will follow them when they 
become grown-ups.  

Let me give a more concrete example. Among the 
many complaints that women usually make about 
their husbands, there is one complaint that almost 
always surfaces when these wives return from their 
school reunions. They get upset when they see their 
old friends back from the school days doing better 
than they are even though these friends were the 
worst students. So they get jealous and nag their 
husbands saying to them, “Everything about this 
friend of mine was worse than me when we were 
students, but now that she married a good husband, 
she is living a far better life. It’s all because I married 
you that I am miserable like this. It’s all your fault!” 
They complain like this because they think they 
should be doing better than their friends just because 
they were smarter, prettier and taller back in the 
school days. So they compare their current situation 
with their friends’ and nag their husbands. But 
women are not alone in this. Men also think that it’s 
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not fair for them to be not as successful as some old 
school acquintance who was a worse student than 
they were. In fact, when it comes to envy, nothing 
sets men apart from women.  

My point is that life is not all about grades. 
Whether or not you were a good student is not that 
important. For that matter, even how successful you 
are now is completely irrelevant as far as your 
salvation is concerned. What matters is that God our 
Father chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world.  

Whom did God then choose among so many 
people? God chose those who had no merit of their 
own first of all, but solely relied on and trusted in the 
righteousness of Christ alone.  

The Old Testament’s account of Jacob and Esau; 
it’s written that God loved Jacob but hated Esau. 
What kind of faith does someone like Esau have 
today, spiritually speaking? Such people consider 
themselves very highly, thinking that they are smart 
and meritorious. Esau was a strong man and an 

excellent hunter. He was also an excellent shooter. 
He used to prepare and cook the game he hunted for 
his parents.  

What about Jacob, his younger brother? He was a 
mama’s boy, clinging to his mother’s skirt all the 
time and following her everywhere. I too was like 
Jacob in my past. For another example, consider Cain 
and Abel. As I’m sure you may all know, both Cain 
and Abel were Adam’s sons, but these two brothers 
offered completely different offerings to the Lord 
God. While Cain brought an offering of the fruit of 
the ground, Abel offered the firstborn of his flock 
and its fat. That Cain offered the fruit of the ground 
implies that he relied on his own physical strength 
and was eager to show off his merits even to God. 
And God rejected Cain’s offering for his arrogance. 
Such self-righteous people can never be chosen by 
God even though He has blotted out all their sins 
through His Son Jesus Christ.  

In contrast, Abel was a shepherd raising a flock of 
sheep out in the field. He was a weak man with many 
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shortcomings, but he had inherited his parents’ faith 
and relied only on the righteousness of God. It is 
such weak people like this who cannot help but rely 
on the righteousness of God that are chosen by God 
in His dispensation. 

What I am trying to say to you here is that you and 
I were chosen by God in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ on account of our faith. Would God have 
chosen people like Esau who was too arrogant, or 
people like Jacob who knew his shortcomings and 
relied on the righteousness of God? Of course God 
chose those who knew their shortcomings and 
clothed them with His heavenly grace. God chooses 
those who know their shortcomings and rely on the 
righteousness of God. And in this present age, such 
people are none other than those who wholeheartedly 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

In other words, it is we who believe in His 
righteousness whom God the Father chose. How 
were we then able to know and believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit? This was possible 

because we could discover the righteousness of God 
in this gospel of the water and the Spirit. The crucial 
question for you therefore is whether or not you 
realize just how worthless you are on you own, and 
whether or not you choose to believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. God the Father is saying to 
us that He has saved us on account of our faith; and 
our faith is based on the Truth that His Son bore all 
our sins by being baptized by John the Baptist and 
was condemned for our sins by being crucified to 
death. God chose those who are grateful for and 
believe in this salvation that He has granted to them 
through His righteousness, and it is these very people 
who God has blessed to become His own children.  

Therefore, all who know their shortcomings and 
believe in God the Father’s great plan of salvation are 
blessed. And we have put on such grace of salvation 
by believing in God’s righteousness that is 
manifested in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. I 
am sure that all of you who have received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
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water and the Spirit can understand this.  
What brings peace to our hearts and fills them with 

blessings and joy is the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. This gospel proclaims that when Jesus Christ 
the Son of God came to this earth, He took all our 
sins once and for all away by being baptized by John 
the Baptist, bore the condemnation of all these sins 
once and for all by being crucified to death, and thus 
delivered us from all our sins by rising up from the 
dead. It is when you believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit that you are saved from all your 
sins. That is how peace comes into your heart.  

When does your heart find true peace? True peace 
comes into your heart when you believe that the Lord 
has at once eradicated all your sins with the gospel 
Truth of the water and the Spirit. This is the Truth of 
salvation that has come by the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. Put differently, what makes you and 
me sinless is the grace of the Lord that has come by 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. This is God the 
Father’s great plan for us. Thanks to this great plan of 

salvation carried out and accomplished by the 
righteousness of God that you and I could become 
His own children. And now that we have become 
God’s children by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, we know that we have peace in 
our hearts. 

Once we are made God’s children by believing in 
His righteousness, everlasting life is given to us. 
Then everything God our Father has is made yours 
and mine. That is why it’s such a wonderful blessing 
that you and I have become God’s possessions.  

 
 

The Signs of the Impending Destruction of 
the World 

 
Lately there have been many news reports and TV 

programs warning of endless natural disasters. In 
Korea there is a popular documentary program on 
nature that’s broadcasted on every Friday evening, 
and in one of the episodes I saw scientists saying that 
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it’s possible for massive asteroids to strike the Earth 
just like in the movie Deep Impact. But when God 
created this planet Earth, He put Jupiter on the 
asteroids’ path to protect the Earth from the countless 
comets heading toward it. So while moving toward 
the planet Earth, many asteroids end up striking 
Jupiter instead. If the asteroids were to strike our 
planet without Jupiter blocking their path, then the 
planet Earth would have disappeared long ago. Even 
so, an asteroid still strikes the Earth once in a while, 
and it’s believed that dinosaurs went extinct because 
of such a collision, bringing about radical changes to 
the Earth’s atmosphere. This is what scientists are 
saying. And many of them are deeply concerned, 
predicting that such an event could occur once again 
in the future.  

Even now, there are countless asteroids in the 
universe hurling toward the planet Earth. Because the 
Earth would be completely devastated if it were 
struck by an asteroid, scientists are constantly 
plotting and calculating the asteroids’ path, and they 

are even trying to come up with a way to shoot down 
threatening asteroids before they collide into the 
Earth. It’s said that there is a big asteroid with a high 
probability of hitting the Earth around 2020.  

Scientists are also concerned about the possibility 
of massive earthquakes breaking out. Earthquakes are 
caused by the movements of the tectonic plates, and 
one of them, called the Pacific Plate, stretches from 
the South Pacific to the east coast of North America 
and Japan. This plate has caused a massive 
earthquake in the past, and scientists are worried 
about new signs indicating that another massive 
earthquake is due. And they are also worried about 
the effects of El Niño. The oceans play a crucial role 
in maintaining the Earth’s climate. One way that the 
oceans control the climate is through the movements 
of cold and warm currents that influence the surface 
temperature of the seas, which in turn affects 
atmospheric temperatures. The problem now is that 
this crucial function has been largely ruined.  

The Bible clearly says that destruction will surely 
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come to this planet Earth and the whole universe. But 
I am not raising this issue just to scare you; rather, I 
am asking you whether or not you have the faith that 
would deliver you from all your sins. To phrase this 
question differently, do you really know the great 
providence of God the Father? Do you believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that God has 
granted to you through His Son? Have you received 
the remission of your sins by believing in this gospel 
and becoming God’s own children and His 
possession? If you have become God’s possession, 
then you have nothing to worry about.  

Here in today’s Scripture passage, the Apostle 
Paul is speaking about our salvation in relation to the 
whole history of universe. Some of you may say that 
since we have received the remission of our sins by 
faith, that’s the end of the story. However, while it’s 
absolutely important to receive the remission of our 
sins, it is also very important for us to realize that we 
have become Christ’s possessions. As God the Father 
has blotted out all our sins through His Son, who 

bore our sins and was condemned for them in our 
place, we are now able to truly thank God like this, 
for we know and believe in this Truth of salvation. 

Indeed, that is why you and I are God’s glory and 
His praise. Why is God so praiseworthy? He is 
praiseworthy because of the great work of salvation 
He has done for us. Of so many creatures and 
countless people living on this Earth, you and I who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit have 
become God’s children, and this very fact itself is 
God’s glory. We praise God because our salvation is 
entirely His work. We ourselves are God’s praise. 
After all, how could mere creatures become God’s 
children and be like Him? You and I could become 
God’s children all because of the plan God the Father 
prepared in Christ. He made it possible for us to be 
saved by giving us wisdom, intelligence and 
understanding. How about you then? Do you believe 
in this Truth of salvation? 

God made countless people, and of all these 
people we alone realized God’s plan and were saved 
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through our faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. You and I know that God has blotted out all 
our sins through His Son, and that He has made us 
sinless through the gospel Truth of the water and the 
Spirit. So we have accepted this Truth with 
conviction and thanksgiving, because God Himself 
has blotted out all our sins. This is how we have 
become God’s children. And this is why I am saying 
that of all the countless people, you and I have 
become God’s possessions. This is a tremendous 
blessing. It is an indescribably amazing blessing that 
God has given to us, and it is the glory that God has 
granted to us. Mere creatures have now become 
God’s own children. I am a child of God, just as you 
are also His child. Even though there are countless 
people living in this world, God chose only a few to 
make His children, one from a city and two from a 
tribe (Jeremiah 3:14). Our number is not large. It 
really is not that many people who have received this 
amazing blessing. Take a look around yourself. How 
many of your acquaintances have become God’s 

children? How many of your family members have 
become God’s possessions? How many of your 
countrymen have received this blessing? Of over 6 
billion people living in this world, how many have 
received the remission of sins? The number is 
extremely small, and that is precisely why I am 
saying that we have been so blessed.  

Among the countless people living on this Earth, 
only an extremely few have received the remission of 
sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Even though there are billions of people living 
in this world, only a handful of them have received 
the remission of sins to become God’s children, and 
you and I are such blessed people. But how often do 
we really think about the grace of God that has been 
bestowed on us? How often do we remind ourselves 
of this grace in our everyday lives?  

I ask these questions so that we would all know 
the great plan of God the Father. Once we realize 
God the Father’s great plan for us, we will have no 
choice but to thank God. And once we realize the 
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greatness of this blessing of salvation that we have 
received from God, we will all be compelled to 
praise Him as a matter of course.  
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We Have Been Saved through 
God’s Love and Sacrifice 
 
 

< Ephesians 1:1-6 > 
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 

of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love, having predestined us to 
adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made 
us accepted in the Beloved.” 

 

With Christmas just around the corner, some of 
you might be wondering why I am preaching about 
the Epistle to the Ephesians instead of Christmas. 
Tomorrow is Christmas Eve and the day after is 
Christmas Day, and it will be enough for me to 
preach about the birth of Christ on those two dates. 
But still, I would like us to ponder on the meaning of 
Christmas and the will of God from Ephesians 1:1-6. 

I used to send you Christmas cards and gifts in the 
past, but nowadays I can hardly find anytime to do 
this. Aside from being too busy, my health has not 
been that good, and so I’ve been rather too 
preoccupied. So I ask you for your understanding, 
and I hope that even though we have missed the 
chance to exchange Christimas gifts this year, we can 
still celebrate the Lord’s birthday in joy and rejoice 
together.  

Through today’s Scripture passage, I would like us 
to examine what the real meaning of Christmas is, 
and what it has brought to us. It’s written in the 
Scripture passage that we read together, “He chose 
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us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will” (Ephesians 1:4-5). Christmas is all about 
appreciating such wonderful grace of Jesus and 
thanking Him for it. We should never corrupt this 
Christmas Day into a day of fleshly pleasure as the 
many ungodly do. So today, I would like us all to 
examine the real meaning of the birth of Christ from 
the Word of God.  

The real meaning of the birth of Christ on this 
earth is found in the fact that the Lord has made us 
God’s own children and blessed us to live in the 
Kingdom of Heaven by saving us from all our sins. It 
would be a huge mistake if you were to fail to 
appreciate the love of God even as you celebrate the 
birth of Christ. Most people can realize Gods’ love 
from the birth of Christ. Recently I watched a 
worship service broadcasted on a Christian channel, 
and I saw the church attendees being overwhelmed 

by their own emotion and thanking God in tears. 
However, I believe that such outward emotional 
expressions are not what matters to our God, but it is 
far more appropriate for one to know the 
righteousness of God that has come by the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, believe in it, and be saved 
with thanksgiving. 

Each of us has his own liking. Some people are 
drawn by the members of the opposite sex; some like 
money; some like animals; some like jewelry; and 
some like new clothes—everyone has his own 
preference. Of such things, clothes and jewelry are 
lifeless things, and so they are matters of individual 
taste.  

But there are many people who love living things. 
The actor who played in the movie Tarzan lived with 
animals such as lions and tigers. Why did he live like 
this? This man was almost drowned while shooting 
the movie Tarzan. He got burnt and fell into the river 
while shooting a stunt scene, and then a lion actually 
jumped into the river and saved him. Afterwards, he 
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came to live with these animals, and from then on he 
could really communicate with these animals. He had 
come to truly love these animals in real life instead of 
just in the movie. Because this lion saved him from 
drowning, he has been living with the animals to this 
day and taking good care of them despite the high 
cost.  

Some people love dogs. A certain man cherished 
and loved his dog, but one day a robber broke into 
his home. When the robber was about to stab him, 
the dog jumped in to protect his owner and was 
stabbed in his place. We hear about such stories from 
TV or books. Like this, some animals are very loyal 
to their owners, and many people also love their pets. 
Some people adopt abandoned and sick dogs and 
take good care of them. These dogs also appreciate 
their new owner’s love, and so they follow and obey 
him well.  

I saw a dog once on TV that was injured in the 
chest and had a cancer-like lump sticking out, and 
this dog could not even eat by himself. So the owner 

tried to feed the dog with his mouth, but the dog just 
looked at the owner and could not eat. So the owner 
felt so sorry for the dog that he took him to the vet 
and got him operated on.  

How did Jesus Christ love us and save us then? 
Did the Lord not sacrifice Himself to bless us to enter 
and live in the Kingdom of Heaven? How did He 
love us in order to make us God’s children? Did He 
not want to give us the spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places and save us? What did He do for us 
to deliver us from destruction and hell?  

Jesus Christ our Savior sacrificed Himself to save 
us from all our sins. And it’s all because our Lord 
loved us that He sacrificed Himself to save us, just as 
some people love their pets so much that they are 
willing to do anything to heal their pets when they 
fall ill. In other words, God our Creator loved us His 
creatures so much that when we were facing death, 
God Himself came to this earth incarnated in the 
flesh of man and saved us personally by being 
baptized and shed His blood for us. All of us 
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therefore ought to remember the Lord’s sacrifice and 
love on this Christmas season.  

Non-Christians in this world worship various gods, 
believing that there are many divine beings. Some of 
them worship practically everything as a divine being, 
from demons to man-made gods, trees, rocks, 
mountains, rivers, the sun, some imaginary creatures 
like dragons, and so on. But there is only one true 
God who created the whole universe and all things in 
it, and this God has saved us from all our sins and 
destruction by sacrificing Himself for us. Through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Lord has 
saved us His creatures once and for all.  

If you think of this salvation in carnal terms, you 
will end up forgetting all about it. But we can never 
forget the Lord’s love of salvation, for He loved us 
His creatures so much that He sacrificed Himself to 
save us. What spiritual benefits have we then 
received by believing in this sacrifice of the Lord? As 
the Lord sacrificed Himself on this earth out of His 
love for us, all of us who believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit have been saved from all our sins. 
Some people do everything possible to save their pets 
when they fall ill regardless of the cost. Likewise, 
God the Father loved us His creatures so much that 
when we went astray, our Creator sent His own Son 
to this earth and saved us by sacrificing this Son.  

 
 

How Great the Love of Jesus Christ Was 
When He Sacrificed Himself for Our 
Salvation  

 
When a pet owner takes his sick dog to the vet and 

spares no expense to get it healed, the owner 
demonstrates by his actions just how much he loves 
his dog. From this dog’s perspective, we may say that 
he has found tremendous mercy from his owner. But 
there is only that much that the owner can do for his 
dog. A loving owner may even spend all his savings 
and do everything possible to take care of his dog, 
but no owner would forsake his human dignity just to 
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save a pet.  In contrast, the Lord Jesus loved us so 
much that He became a Man to save us from all our 
sins. Put differently, He willingly gave up His 
glorious status in Heaven for our salvation. Like this, 
to be loved by a human being is in itself quite 
wonderful, and so how could it be so trivial to us that 
we have put on God’s love? God’s love is great. It is 
in fact boundless. You and I have put on God’s 
infinite love through our faith. God Himself has 
saved us from destruction by becoming a man and 
sacrificing Himself for us. How could anyone then 
say that this love of God is too little? It’s because 
God so loved us that He saved us from all our sins.  

If we see this love and this salvation spiritually, 
we will see tremendous changes in our lives. But if 
we think of the Lord’s love just in carnal thoughts, 
then we won’t see any significant changes. What has 
God’s love done to our souls? What has happened to 
our souls now that we have put on God’s love? All of 
us had to die for our hearts’ sins, but what happened? 
Because Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself for us on this 

earth, you and I could be saved from the sins of the 
world and receive everlasting life. Our souls that had 
died for sins could be brought back to life thanks to 
the Lord’s sacrifice.  

What an amazing blessing is this love of God? 
Were we not all dying for our hearts’ sins? And were 
we not all suffering because of these sins? Did we 
used to judge and condemn ourselves in self-hatred? 
Were we not all slaves to Satan and death because of 
our sins, destined to live an accursed life only to 
perish in the end? Yet despite all this, the Son of God 
the Father came to this earth and fulfilled His work 
of salvation by sacrificing Himself to deliver us from 
all the sins of the world. Out of His love for us the 
Lord has blotted out all our sins from our hearts and 
given us new and everlasting life. That is the real 
meaning of Christmas.  

If we were to celebrate Christmas without really 
understanding this significance, thinking only 
vaguely that everyone ought to be rejoiced because 
the Savior was born on this earth, then we would 
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actually be clouding the real significance of 
Christmas. The Lord would be disappointed by us. If 
we let the meaning of Christmas fade away like this, 
then our hearts would not be joyful either. How 
would we then be any different from those who don’t 
believe in the Lord? Even as we are busier than non-
believers and face more hardship than they do, we 
would be no better than they are.  

But what is better about us than those who don’t 
believe in the righteousness of the Lord is that we 
have been saved from all our sins thanks to God’s 
love, and therefore we will participate in the first 
resurrection of the Lord and enter His Kingdom. We 
have been delivered not only from all the sins of the 
world but also from our destruction and 
condemnation. Even though we were suffering under 
a fatal illness for our sins, we were healed by God’s 
love. What a wonderful blessing this is? So, on this 
Christmas let us never forget the fact that we have 
put on God’s love.  

Although you and I cannot find anything 

worthwhile in ourselves, we have put on God’s love 
thanks to the righteousness of our Lord, and therefore 
we are now able to value ourselves. Put differently, 
since we have put on God’s grace, when we see 
ourselves, we know that we are precious to God and 
we can be proud of our newly found status. Even 
though we may not be rich on this earth, we have 
been spiritually blessed to have our true status 
restored as God’s children. That is why we find our 
existence so worthwhile and honorable. And that is 
why we thank the Lord in this Christmas season.  

Now then, let’s examine God’s love more closely 
here in Ephesians 1:1-6. In explaining God’s love as 
preached by the gospel, the Apostle Paul began by 
saying, “Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:2). 
Paul then continued on to explain God’s love in more 
detail in verses 3-6.  
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To Whom Does the Bible Say That God 
Has Given the Spiritual Blessings of 
Heaven?  

 
In Ephesians 1:3, the Lord is explaining to us to 

whom He has given the spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places, saying, “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ.” It’s written clearly here that the Father of 
Jesus Christ has given us every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in His Son Christ. Through 
whom does the Bible say that God the Father has 
given us heavenly blessings? It says that God the 
Father has given us every spiritual blessing of 
Heaven through His Son. Paul wrote here that “the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” has blessed 
us, and this means that God the Father has saved us 
through His Son. God has saved our souls and spirits 
from all the sins of the world, and it is through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ that God has delivered 

us like this. In other words, God the Father has 
blotted out all our hearts’ sins and made our souls 
sinless by sending His Son Jesus Christ to this earth 
incarnated in the flesh, making Him accept all the 
sins of the human race by being baptized by John the 
Baptist, and sacrificing this Son vicariously out of 
His abundant love for us. It’s because God loves us 
so much like this that He has adopted as His own 
children all of us who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

That is how we have received every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places. God Himself has 
saved our souls from all our sins by being baptized 
by John the Baptist for us, dying on the Cross, and 
rising up from the dead. Therefore, as the Lord has 
saved us from all our sins out of His love and 
sacrifice, we have become God’s children and 
received every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places by believing in this salvation. 

Even though Jesus came to this earth as our Savior 
and blotted out all our hearts’ sins by sacrificing 
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Himself for us, many people don’t believe in this. 
These people don’t really know the correct meaning 
of Christmas. Such people are still not ready to 
celebrate the true significant of the birth of Christ, 
which is all about the sacrifice the Lord made for us. 

It is in Jesus Christ that God the Father has saved 
us. He has saved us from all the sins of our hearts and 
souls through the righteousness of Christ. As I 
mentioned earlier, it’s not our flesh that has been 
transformed physically, but it is our hearts that have 
been saved from all our sins and condemnation. Your 
heart and mine have been completely cleansed and 
transformed. God has transformed our hearts 
completely in and through Jesus Christ.  

Jesus the Son of God the Father was born on this 
earth through the body of the Virgin Mary just as 
promised, and He is our King. He is the King of 
kings. This King Himself has saved His people by 
personally sacrificing His body for them. Jesus our 
King has saved us by being baptized to bear our sins 
on His own body, giving up His body on the Cross to 

be crucified, and sacrificing Himself to shed His 
blood to death. This is the all-powerful sacrifice of 
God. It is the sacrifice of God Almighty. And it is 
through such an amazing sacrifice that God has saved 
us out of His love.  

The Apostle Paul said here that God the Father has 
saved us in Christ rather than saying in Jesus. It’s 
very important for us to understand why he said so. 
When we read the Bible attentively, we can all 
realize right away that the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit is the real Truth of salvation. Before I was born 
again, when I used to believe only in the blood of the 
Cross, I could not quite understand the will of God 
the Father even as I read this passage in Ephesians. It 
was simply beyond my comprehension to understand 
why God the Father said that He has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, rather than just saying in Jesus. So I just 
thought to myself that one would come into Christ if 
he somehow believes in Jesus. However, that God 
the Father has blessed us “in Christ” here means that 
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in order to blot out all the sins of our hearts and souls, 
Jesus Christ the Son of God the Father came to this 
earth incarnated in the flesh of man, bore all our sins 
by being baptized by John the Baptist, was crucified 
to death in our place, rose from the dead, and has 
thereby become our Savior. Therefore, it is in Christ 
that every human being can receive all the spiritual 
blessings in the heavenly places. It is only in Jesus 
Christ that everyone can be blessed by faith.  

 
 

We Can Receive Every Spiritual Blessing 
in the Heavenly Places Only If We Know 
and Believe Properly How Christ, God 
Himself, Was Sacrificed for Us the Sinners 

 
Exactly how has God saved us His believers? He 

has saved us by coming to this earth incarnated in the 
flesh of man; bearing all our sins by being baptized 
by John the Baptist, the representative of all 
mankind; and giving up His own body to be crucified 

to death. This is the love that God has shown to all of 
us. That is why we praise the Lord, and that is why 
we are so thankful and joyous from the bottom of our 
hearts.  

None of us should ever consider the birth of Jesus 
Christ only as a matter of hypothetical notion or 
celebrate it mindlessly without really understanding 
its true significance. Rather, we ought to thank God 
with all our hearts, all our minds, and all our souls for 
His love and sacrifice in saving us in Christ. It’s only 
because Jesus sacrificed Himself for us that you and I 
now have no more sin in our hearts. But no one can 
be made sinless just by believing in any gospel. We 
all know that our hearts have become sinless, but we 
also know that this is possible for only those who 
believe in the Lord’s gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. If even one claims to have no sin in his heart, 
as long as this person does not believe in the love of 
God, all his sins still remain intact. In contrast, we 
believe in Jesus and His gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and therefore there can be no sin remaining in 
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our hearts even though we have not been seen any 
physical changes.  

We may think it’s only natural for our hearts to 
have no more sin, but we shouldn’t take this for 
granted. On the contrary, we should always 
remember that the Lord was baptized by John the 
Baptist to take away all our sins and paid off the 
wages of all those sins with His own blood to make 
our hearts sinless. The Son of God has saved us by 
sacrificing Himself for us like this. He has blotted out 
all our sins from our hearts. So how could we not 
cherish this? How could we not treasure this amazing 
love?  

It is not just because we believe in Jesus somehow 
that our hearts have become sinless. Rather, it is 
because of Jesus Christ who sacrificed Himself for us 
as revealed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that we have become sinless by believing in this 
Truth. We should not think of this grace only as a 
matter of Christian doctrine. We should instead 
celebrate the birth of Christ by faith.  

Our Lord said during the Last Supper, “Take this 
bread and eat it, for it is My body. Take this wine and 
drink it, for it is My blood. Do this in My 
remembrance until I return.” The Lord was telling us 
to believe and remember that He had come to this 
earth and saved us through His water and blood. He 
was commanding us to engrave His grace of 
salvation in our hearts and never forget it. 
Accordingly, we should never forget the fact that our 
hearts have become sinless all because of our Lord’s 
love and the sacrifice He made for us.  

You should never take the Lord’s love lightly. 
You shouldn’t think that you have become sinless 
without any cost at all because you believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Instead, you must 
realize that the Lord sacrificed Himself for you and 
that you have put on this love of God Almighty. So I 
ask you to remember the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit always. I ask you to praise the Lord until the 
day He returns. It’s only fitting to do so.  

You ought to know how to be grateful for what 
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you should indeed be thankful. It’s such people who 
know the grace of God. Even in this secular world, 
loyalty is highly prized. Loyal subjects who laid 
down their lives for their kings long ago are held in 
remembrance for generations to come. So given the 
fact our Lord has made our hearts and souls sinless 
by sacrificing Himself, how could we not hold it in 
remembrance? How could we gloss over this 
salvation so easily, neither remembering it nor giving 
thanks to the Lord for it? The grace of God must be 
treasured in our hearts forever. It’s with such a 
disposition that we ought to celebrate this Christmas.  

As our hearts and souls actually have no sin, you 
and I will go to the Kingdom of Heaven and live 
there. All of us will soon enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven and live there forever. While we are still 
living on this earth, we are serving the Lord’s 
righteousness, but one day, when either our Lord 
returns or we go to His presence, we will all enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven and live there forever. Just as 
God said in today’s Scripture passage that He has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, all of us who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit will be blessed to 
enter and live in the Kingdom of Heaven. A glorious 
life that’s lived in the Kingdom of Heaven awaits us 
all; and none other than this is our blessing.  

If our lives on this earth were all that we had, then 
we could not call ourselves God’s blessed people. 
But God sacrificed Himself to enable us to enter and 
live in the Kingdom of Heaven. To blot out all our 
sins, the Son of God bore them through His baptism 
and sacrificed Himself on the Cross to pay off all 
their wages. The Lord has thereby blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. And 
that is why all of us ought to thank the Lord by 
placing our faith in the righteousness of God.  

When we turn to Ephesians 1:4-5, we see the 
Apostle Paul explaining to us further that God 
designed and fulfilled a concrete plan to make us His 
own children and bless us to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Let’s turn to these verses here: “Just as He 
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chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him 
in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will” (Ephesians 1:4-5). As the Bible 
makes it clear here, God the Father chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world. All human beings 
were created in the likeness of the image of God the 
Father, and it’s clearly written here that the Father 
had planned to turn them into His own children and 
bless them to live in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

What exactly does it then mean that God chose us 
in Christ before the foundation of the world? What is 
the Bible trying to teach us here? It means that God 
has saved us through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial work 
of atonement. Even before creating the universe, and 
even before making you and me, God the Father had 
already planned in Christ to make us His sons and 
daughters. And through the sacrifice of His Son, God 
has fulfilled this plan by making all who believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit completely 

sinless in their hearts.  
It is all because Jesus Christ our God sacrificed 

Himself to save us that we have actually reached our 
salvation and become God’s own children. It is only 
because the Son of God sacrificed Himself that you 
and I have been saved from all our sins. That is why 
God said here in today’s Scripture passage that He 
chose us in Christ.  

That God chose us does not mean that He 
arbitrarily selected some people but not others as 
some theologians claim; rather, its precise meaning is 
that God chose us in Christ. All human beings have 
come short of the glory of God, for all have sinned. 
However, when God the Father created us, He 
already knew that we would commit sin out of our 
weaknesses, and therefore He carried out His work of 
salvation so that all who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, which manifests the 
righteousness of God fulfilled by His Son’s sacrifice 
and love, would become His own children. That is 
why all who believe in the love of Christ, His 
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righteous sacrifice, and His gospel of the water and 
the Spirit are chosen by God, while those who don’t 
believe are not chosen. These unbelievers will 
therefore be condemned by the Lord for their sins.  

God the Father had such a plan for us even before 
creating this universe. Knowing that human beings 
would fall into sin because of their weaknesses, God 
sent His Son to this earth to accept all their sins 
through His baptism and sacrificed Himself for them 
by being crucified, so that all who believe in this 
Son’s righteous acts would be made forever sinless in 
their hearts and become God’s children without any 
blemish or spot. This was God’s plan for us.  
 
 
All of Us Must Realize That Our Salvation 
Was Fulfilled According to God’s Plan 

 
Among today’s Christians in this world, 

Presbyterians are prone to claim that anyone who 
believes in their doctrines is the chosen one while 

everyone else is not. But this is complete nonsense. 
They are just espousing a completely groundless 
doctrine, which is known as the Doctrine of 
Unconditional Election.  

What is far more important than any such doctrine 
is what the Bible is actually saying to us. The Bible 
was not written according to human knowledge. The 
Apostle Paul said in today’s Scripture passage that he, 
being an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
was writing his Epistle to the saints in Ephesus who 
were faithful in Christ. The Apostle Paul was 
someone who was saved from all his sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
constitutes the righteousness of Christ. He had the 
Holy Spirit dwelling in his heart. This means that it 
was the Holy Spirit in the Apostle Paul’s heart who 
had inspired him to write to the saints in the Church 
of Ephesus.  

If it were up to us, most of us would have just 
written that God the Father saved us in Jesus before 
the foundation of the world, but that is not what the 
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Apostle Paul wrote. What did he write then? He 
wrote, “Just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4). 
Paul said clearly here that God saved us in “Him 
[Christ] before the foundation of the world.”  

The Biblical meaning of the word “Christ” is the 
Anointed One (Daniel 9:24-26), and in the Scriptures, 
there were three types of people who were anointed: 
Kings, priests, and prophets. The name “Christ” 
therefore means that Jesus came to this earth 
incarnated in the flesh of man in order to save all 
human beings from their sins as the King of kings 
and the Creator of all mankind. It also means that 
Jesus fulfilled His duty as the High Priest by being 
baptized by John the Baptist to bear all the sins of the 
human race and dying on the Cross to pay off all the 
wages of these sins, so that He would save us all 
perfectly. Having been entrusted with the office of 
the High Priest, Jesus accepted all the sins of the 
people of God in this world onto His own body by 

being baptized by John the Baptist; He then paid off 
the wages of each and every sin by being crucified to 
death; and He thus fulfilled His priestly duty to save 
all His believers from their sins. Moreover, our Lord 
has made this Truth known to us through the Word of 
God. Like this, Jesus offered His body to God the 
Father in order to blot out all our sins.  

That is why the Apostle Paul repeatedly 
emphasizes in Ephesians chapter 1 that it is “in 
Christ” that we have been saved. Therefore, whoever 
realizes this Truth and believes in it will surely be 
saved from all his sins, for the Bible is the Word of 
God written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. All 
who have now received the remission of sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
have come to know this Truth thanks to the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in their hearts. 

Even before I understood the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, I had tried very hard to explain the 
Epistle to the Ephesians in my sermons. But I did not 
know what it really meant when the Bible said that 
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God had saved me “in Christ.” It’s only after 
understanding the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that I was able to truly comprehend that God had 
saved me “in Christ.” God the Father chose us in 
Christ, loved us and made us sinless, and He will seat 
us in the Kingdom of Heaven all in Christ. He has 
adopted as His own children all who believe in the 
salvation that has come through Christ. Through the 
sacrifice that the Son of God made on this earth by 
being baptized by John the Baptist to accept all the 
sins of the world and shedding His blood on the 
Cross, God the Father has saved all of us who believe 
in Christ. It’s to save His own people from their sins 
that God the Creator became a Man for a short while 
and sacrificed Himself as our propitiation. Through 
His baptism, the Son of God accepted all the sins of 
the human race onto His own body. He then bore the 
condemnation of all these sins by being crucified and 
shedding all the blood of His heart to death. Like this, 
the Lord paid off all the wages of our sins by 
sacrificing Himself for us. And He has thereby 

delivered your life and mine through His sacrifice 
and love. He has made all of us who now believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit completely 
sinless. It’s the Lord who has eradicated all our sins.  

 
 

This Work of Salvation Was Planned by God 
the Father Even before the Foundation of 
the World 

 
Even before creating this world and all its 

creatures, God the Father had already planned to 
make us His own children through the sacrifice and 
love of His Son. Put differently, God had decided to 
choose whoever believes in the righteousness of 
Christ. He had already chosen us for adoption as His 
own sons and daughters for believing in the righteous 
sacrifice of the Son of God and His love.  

When we turn to the Old Testament’s account of 
Jacob and Esau, we see that Esau trusted in his own 
strength and did not listen closely to his parents’ 
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teachings. In contrast, Jacob listened to his mother in 
obedience. What happened to Jacob as a result? He 
received all the blessings reserved for the firstborn 
even though he was the younger son. Because of 
whom was he blessed like this? It’s because of his 
mother, because Jacob trusted in and relied on her 
mother’s words, that he was able to receive God’s 
blessings. My fellow believers, while it’s only too 
obvious that we are physically weak, it’s also true 
that our hearts are quite fragile. Nevertheless, we can 
still receive God’s blessings by believing in His 
Word.  

From our very birth, all of us were destined to be 
cast into hell. We were born with this destiny 
because of our sins, and these sins of ours were 
inherited from our forefathers. That is precisely why 
God decided to adopt all who believe in His 
righteousness as His own children. This is the gospel 
Truth of the water and the Spirit.  

Many Christians nowadays tend to think it’s 
simple and easy to believe in Jesus. For instance, 

false shepherds usually say the following when they 
preach to their congregation: “You are a sinner. So 
you are inevitably bound to be destroyed. But God 
loved you so much that He built a bridge between 
Heaven and hell with the Cross. Because the Lord 
was crucified to death on this earth for your sins, you 
can now become God’s child if you just accept Jesus 
into your heart as your Savior no matter how many 
sins you may have. Would you then receive Jesus as 
your personal Savior? Do you admit to God that you 
are a sinner? If so, then repeat after me in prayer. 
‘Lord, I am a sinner. But I believe that You were 
crucified to death for me. I too believe in You. I want 
to accept You as my personal Savior now. Please 
come into my heart! Amen!’” This is how most 
Christians think that they have become God’s 
children.  

But it’s not so easy to become a child of God, just 
as it required a tremendous amount of hardship and 
suffering for the Lord to come to this earth and save 
us. That God has saved us in Christ means that Jesus 
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Christ became our own propitiation to deliver us 
from all the sins of the world. It was to make each 
and every one of us sinless that the Lord walked on 
this earth for 33 years as our sacrificial Lamb. 
Conceived in the body of the Virgin Mary, the Lord 
had come to this earth incarnated in the flesh of man 
in order to fulfill His office as the hevenly High 
Priest. His life on this earth was full of suffering even 
from His birth, for He was not only born in a lowly 
stable, but He also had to flee from King Herod’s 
murderous hands. Right after Jesus was born, He was 
visited by three wise men from the East who had 
come to worship Him, but this tranquility did not last 
long as He had to flee to Egypt to escape from King 
Herod.  

After some years went by, Jesus came to live in 
Nazareth, and there He worked alongside His father 
Joseph as a carpenter. He then began His public life 
at the age of 30, first of all coming to the Jordan 
River and accepting all the sins of the human race by 
being baptized by John the Baptist. Having thus 

accepted all the sins of the world by being baptized 
by John the Baptist, the Lord was then crucified to 
death. And having borne all the punishment of our 
sins with His crucifixion, He rose from the dead in 
three days after being buried. That is how Jesus has 
become the Savior of all of us who believe in this 
Truth. And now, each and every human being all 
over the world can also become God’s child by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

 
 

How Much Sacrifice Did the Lord Make 
on This Earth to Save Us from All Our 
Sins? 

 
God the Father planned our salvation in Christ 

beforehand. And to fulfill this plan, Jesus was born 
on this earth incarnated in the flesh of man, bore all 
the sins of the human race by being baptized by John 
the Baptist, and died on the Cross. All these things 
that Christ did for us, from His incarnation to His 
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bearing of our sins and His crucifixion, were the 
sacrifices that the Lord made to save us.  

The very fact that this holy Jesus accepted all the 
sins of this world onto His body through His baptism 
is itself a sacrifice, just as it was in self-sacrifice that 
the Lord was spat upon by the Roman soldiers, they 
slapped His face, stripped, mocked, and whipped 
Him forty times less one until His whole body was 
soaked in blood. A crown of thorns was also put on 
Jesus’ head and the soldiers struck it with a reed. As 
a result, Jesus’ face was covered in blood. Jesus was 
then crucified by having both His hands and feet 
nailed to the Cross. And as He took His last breath, 
Jesus said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) Like this, 
it’s by sacrificing Himself that the Lord has saved us 
from all our sins through the water and the Spirit. 
Moreover, Jesus rose from the dead in three days 
after being buried just as He had promised. In short, 
God Himself has saved you and me by sacrificing 
Himself for us.  

I believe in this sacrifice with all my heart. I 

believe that Jesus Christ has blotted out all my 
heart’s sins with His baptism and His crucifixion. 
How about you then? Do you also believe in this 
sacrifice of the Lord? It’s us the believers in the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit whom God 
has chosen. He has chosen us as His own children. 
So I ask you all to believe in this. Believe in the 
righteousness of God and do not render His work of 
salvation in vain. Given the fact that the Lord has 
saved you by sacrificing Himself for you like this, 
nothing would be more ungrateful than for you to 
still refuse to believe in the Lord and render His work 
of salvation in vain.  

Even when it comes to secular norms, any son 
who neglects his parents and ignores all the sacrifices 
that they made for him would be considered a 
completely unfilial son. For a son to refuse to accept 
the love of his parents of the flesh is the worst act of 
betrayal that any child can commit. Likewise, if we 
reject the Lord’s love even as we are His creatures, 
then we would be committing the most depraved sin. 
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We should never allow this to happen to us. Far from 
it, all of us must accept the sacrifice and love of Jesus 
Christ by faith, giving thanks to God and praising 
Him. We ought to accept the love of Jesus Christ like 
this and enter the Kingdom of Heaven to enjoy its 
everlasting glory together with Christ.  

This is how God the Father has shown us His love 
through the sacrifice of His love, and this is the 
greatest love of all. Just how solemn, merciful, and 
perfect is this love of God? Who in this world could 
ever sacrifice himself for us and save us like this? It’s 
God our Creator Himself who has completely 
fulfilled the office of the High Priest to save us 
humans from all our sins. There is no one else but the 
Almighty God of Trinity who loves us like this. Jesus 
Christ alone has given us such love and perfectly 
fulfilled His duties as our High Priest. That is why 
the Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). You and I have received the remission 

of sins through our faith in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, and it’s we who have put on God’s 
unfathomable love. 

Have you truly put on the gospel love of the water 
and the Spirit by faith? First Corinthians chapter 13 
discusses love extensively, explaining its many 
dimensions. Isn’t it written there that love does not 
behave rudely but is kind? Has the Lord ever been 
rude to us? No, far from being rude, the Lord is so 
kind that He came to this earth to personally solve 
away the problem of all our sins. And having come to 
this earth to solve this problem of our sins, He has 
indeed taken care of it completely. When we had no 
satisfaction in our hearts, and when we were all 
weary from our sins, the Lord came looking for us 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. That is 
how God loved us all.  

So we believe in this love and give all our thanks 
to God. How could we ever forget this love of God 
now that we have put it on; how could we ever reject 
it; how could we not be thankful for it; and how 
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could we not praise the righteousness of God with 
psalms, hymns, and songs?  

A poet wrote in a hymn,  
“Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above, 
Would drain the ocean dry. 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky.” 
My fellow believers, Jesus has made us sinless by 

being baptized by John the Baptist and accepting all 
our sins once and for all. And He laid down His life 
for us on the Cross to bear the punishment of all 
these sins of ours. We believe in this sacrifice and 
this love, and so how could we not thank the Triune 
God?  

We give all our thanks to this God. Words cannot 
express just how grateful we are. And that is 
precisely why we are serving the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit to return the Lord’s love. Because all 
of us are truly thankful to God, each and every one of 
us can serve this gospel of the water and the Spirit 
wholeheartedly. Moreover, everyone else who is now 
saved by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit will enter the Kingdom of God together with us.  

Now that we have received the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
it’s very important for us to reach a wider and deeper 
understanding of our Lord’s love little by little. After 
all, who knew that the Lord would love us so much 
like this? So let us all give thanks to our God for His 
unbound love.  
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We Thank God for  
Calling Us as  

The Members of His Church 
 
 

< Ephesians 1:20-23 > 
“Which He worked in Christ when He raised 

Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality and power and might and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in that which is to come. And He put all 
things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 
over all things to the church, which is His body, 
the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Even Now, the Lord Is Filling the Whole 
World with God’s Blessings 

 
It is written in Ephesians 1:23 that the Church “is 

His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” All 
of us had to receive the remission of sins into our 
hearts by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit which was given by the Lord. For you to 
become a member of God’s Church, you have to 
have unwavering faith in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. So now that we have received the 
remission of sins into our hearts by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we must preach 
this gospel all over the world until we die. And in 
doing so, all of us ought to strengthen our faith and 
glorify God. For all of us to become members of 
God’s Church, our faith in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit must be unwavering, and only when 
we have this faith can we become members of God’s 
Church. 

Today, those who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit with their hearts have received 
the remission of sins by this faith, and none other 
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than their gathering is God’s Church. God’s Church 
is where the redeemed are gathered together to praise 
God and preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
and if there is anyone in the Church who knows this 
true gospel only in his head and does not believe in it 
with his heart, then this person is in fact a sinner. 
God abhors such a person who refuses to believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and whose 
heart therefore still remains sinful. The Holy Spirit 
dwelling in our hearts is not pleased with anyone 
who does not believe in the righteousness of God. So 
God does not entrust any work of His Church to 
anyone who does not believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

Of course not everyone can understand and believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit right away. 
Some people have to listen to the Word of God found 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit for quite a 
while before they can actually believe in this gospel 
one day and become saints. But there are others who 
reject the gospel of the water and the Spirit until the 
end, and such people are all opponents of God’s 
righteousness even if they are attending God’s 

Church. These people will ultimately be cut off from 
God’s Church. Regardless of the reason, whoever 
does not believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit cannot become a member of God’s Church. If 
there is anyone inside God’s Church who does not 
actually believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, then we should never appoint such a person as 
a minister to lead God’s Church.  

Because God’s Church is the body of Jesus Christ, 
its leaders must invariably be sinless in their hearts. 
Only when all the servants of God and His saints 
become completely sinless can the Holy Spirit work 
in their hearts. In Jesus Christ, only someone who has 
no sin can be described as a saved person, and for 
each and every one of us to become such a saint 
whose faith is approved by God, all of us must 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
God has given to us. God’s Church needs someone 
who can always discern the sheep from the goats and 
take good care of the Church. 

God strengthens and works through whoever 
denies himself and believes in the righteousness of 
God. The problem; however is that there are many 
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people who think that they are more than able to 
carry out God’s work all on their own. We should 
never think of God’s work merely as a human affair. 
And we should also realize that God does absolutely 
nothing through anyone who does not believe in the 
gospel Word of the water and the Spirit.  

God’s Church is the only institution on this earth 
that is capable of faithfully obeying and serving the 
will of Jesus Christ, the Head of all the saints. But for 
this to come about, all the members of God’s Church 
must accept the will of Jesus Christ its Head as their 
own will. Just as the Lord is forever holy, so are the 
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
holy. So it’s absolutely important for you to ascertain 
whether or not your heart really has faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

This world is filled with countless Christians 
professing to believe in Jesus, but the vast majority 
of them actually believe in Jesus’ blood on the Cross 
alone, mistakenly thinking that this solely constitutes 
their salvation. Ignorant of the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, these misguided Christians think on 
their own that they have become saints. But this is a 

false perception. To be accurate, no one who has sin 
in his heart can ever be one of God’s people. Put 
differently, those who are ignorant of the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit cannot believe in it, and can 
thus never become God’s people.  

 
 

Whom Does God Use for His Work? 
 
God’s Church is where the believers in the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit are gathered together in 
obedience to God. However, if the believers in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit are mixed with 
non-believers in some gathering, then such a 
gathering cannot be God’s Church. The Holy Spirit 
cannot work in such a place. Therefore, whoever 
professes to believe in the gospel of the Cross alone 
rather than the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
cannot be a genuine member of the body of Jesus 
Christ. Although such a person calls himself a 
Christian, we may say that this person is in fact just 
one of the many religious practitioners. If it were true 
that anyone could become one of God’s people just 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

79   We Thank God for Calling Us as the Members of His Church 

 

by believing in the blood of the Cross alone rather 
than the gospel of the water and the Spirit, then 
approximately one-fourth of the world’s population 
could all be said to be children of God. But in reality, 
none of them can actually be described as someone 
who has been truly saved from all his sins, for such a 
person still remains sinful in his heart.  

Indeed, such people do not believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. And because they do not 
believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit with 
their hearts, they are sinners as their still sins remain 
intact in their hearts, and they will consequently be 
destroyed for their sins. Any gathering of such people 
whose hearts remain sinful is not God’s Church, but 
it’s nothing more than a social gathering. Even 
though these Christian sinners all profess to believe 
in Jesus, come together to worship Him, call on His 
name, praise Him, and pray to God, this does not 
change the fact that God is not their God, nor can He 
be glorified by them.  

The truth of the matter is that God cannot use any 
sinner as a vessel to carry out His work. Nor can the 
Holy Spirit dwell in any heart that remains sinful. 

That’s why every gathering of sinners is led by 
another sinner. For these sinners, their king is not 
Jesus but a fellow sinner. Even though they may 
volunteer their services in the name of Jesus and 
preach His name, they can never be washed from 
their sins through their faith. So we may say that such 
worldly churches are the same as any volunteer 
group in society.  

But God’s Church is not really just a volunteer 
organization serving a social cause. Nor can God’s 
servants accept any sinner who does not believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit as a member of 
God’s Church. The workers of God’s Church are all 
walking in step with God, having completely 
entrusted themselves to His will. Although you 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, if 
you want to become God’s worker, you must obey 
God as He commands you. After all, how could 
anyone who is not united with God’s will be called 
His worker, far less lead the saints that compose 
God’s Church? How could anyone who does not 
even accept the gospel of the water and the Spirit call 
himself a servant of God? God says that He can 
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never carry out His work through such people. God 
cannot do His work through anyone who does not 
accept His will. He has never raised such people as 
His servants to carry out His work.  

Therefore, not just anyone can do God’s work. All 
who want to become God’s servants have to first 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
themselves before they can preach God’s gospel. 
And they all have to entrust themselves to God and 
live their lives according to His will. Otherwise none 
of them can ever work with the Spirit of God.  

Let me make it clear to you here that even though 
you can all hear the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
with your ears and believe in this gospel, not all of 
you can establish God’s Church. Even though you 
may now think that you can become God’s worker on 
your own and run His Church all by yourself, God’s 
true Church must be the place where the born-again 
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are 
gathered together to serve the will of God. It’s Jesus 
Christ who is the Head of God’s Church. And God’s 
Church has entrusted His work to those who devote 
themselves to the proclamation of the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit in obedience to the will of God.  
However, the sad reality for many Christians today 

is that in their ignorance of the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, they take their pride only in Jesus’ 
blood on the Cross, claiming that this alone 
constitutes their salvation. And they boast of their 
own respective churches, claiming that theirs is the 
best church in the world. However, these people are 
in fact busy trying to gratify just their own fleshly 
desires. In contrast, the members of God’s Church 
approved by Him believe only in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, and they can all testify that this 
gospel alone is the true gospel of the remission of 
sins in this entire universe.  

Jesus Christ, the Head of God’s Church has saved 
us the believers in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit from all our sins. He has fulfilled our salvation 
by coming to this earth, being baptized by John the 
Baptist, shedding His blood to death on the Cross, 
and rising from the dead again; and He has blessed us 
to live our lives as His witnesses. Therefore, only 
those who have been remitted from all their sins in 
Christ by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
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Spirit have become God’s holy people. Those who 
now believe in and preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit alone are God’s true servants; in 
contrast, those who believe in and preach only the 
blood of the Cross are liars. All of us must believe 
that the blessing of the water and the Spirit that our 
Lord has spoken to us is the Truth that enables 
everyone to be born again.  

If anyone says against the will of God that the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and some other 
gospels are alike, then these people do not belong to 
God. Today the churches that are run by those who 
believe that only the blood of the Cross is their true 
salvation are not reigned by God, but by human 
beings. God does not work with such people. If such 
people claim to have performed miracles, then it’s 
their own human work rather than God’s work.  

Our Lord Jesus said that a tree is known by its fruit. 
He said that it’s only the believers in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit who preach the true gospel 
that blot out people’s sins, and every other gospel 
prevailing in the world is a false gospel. In the end, 
those who don’t believe in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit are not God’s people, nor are they 
serving the Lord. Today’s pastors who are oblivious 
of the gospel of the water and the Spirit bear nothing 
but false fruit in their ministry. Such pastors devote 
all their ministries to expanding their own church 
buildings, raising their own social status, and 
establishing their own righteousness. In contrast, 
those who believe that the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit alone is the true gospel do not try to establish 
their own fleshly righteousness. In other words, those 
who believe only in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit as their salvation do not try to reveal their own 
righteousness. On the contrary, the righteous exalt 
God’s righteousness only, believe that the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit alone is the true gospel, and 
seek to glorify God alone in their lives.  

 
 

Where Then Is the Righteousness of God  
Revealed? 

 
God’s righteousness is revealed in the gospel of 

the water and the Spirit. It is manifested in both the 
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baptism of Jesus and His blood on the Cross. The 
Bible clearly says that to save us from the sins of the 
world, the Lord bore all our sins on His own body by 
being baptized and shed His precious blood on the 
Cross in our place. The righteousness of God is 
revealed in the very gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that we now believe in. This gospel of the water and 
the Spirit is the substance of God’s love. The fact that 
Jesus Christ has blotted out all our sins by being 
baptized by John the Baptist on this earth, dying on 
the Cross, and rising up from the dead—this is the 
righteousness of God. Just as John 3:16 says, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life,” God loved us so 
much that He has washed us from all our sins and 
delivered us from all our destruction by personally 
coming to this earth incarnated in the flesh of man, 
being baptized, and shed His blood on the Cross. It’s 
by believing in this righteousness of God that we 
have been remitted from all our sins and have 
become God’s children. It’s by believing in the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit constituting 

God’s righteousness that we have put on this 
righteousness of God. Because God loved the world 
so much that He gave us His only begotten Son and 
blotted out all our sins with the baptism of this Son 
and the shedding of His blood, the two elements 
constituting the righteousness of God. We have 
become sinless by believing in this Truth. Whoever 
believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit must 
believe in and follow God’s righteousness alone. It’s 
such people who can serve the righteousness of God.  

God’s Church is the body of Jesus Christ. That 
God’s Church is the body of Jesus Christ is an 
extremely important truth that we must grasp clearly 
to live out our faith. And for us to become members 
of the body of Christ, we must believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit without exception. What 
about you then? Do you really know that the 
righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? You must realize the gospel 
Truth of the water and the Spirit. And you must 
believe that this gospel constitutes the righteousness 
of God. It’s in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that the righteousness of God is hidden. 
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Nonetheless, many Christians still claim to have 
died in Christ, and this is often their sole point of 
emphasis. They brag about their own fleshly 
righteousness, as though they already have faith in 
the righteousness of God. These people are actually 
trying to establish their own righteousness even when 
they profess to believe in only the blood that Jesus 
shed on the Cross. We should realize here that in 
God’s Church also, anyone who tries to establish his 
own righteousness rather than trusting in the 
righteousness of God is someone who seeks to 
gratify the desires of his own flesh. Such human 
righteousness has produced nothing but useless 
religious doctrines made by the religious 
practitioners seeking to satisfy the lusts of their flesh, 
but God said that He will never tolerate them. He 
said that He has preserved such people to punish 
them on the last day. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Church “Is His Body, the Fullness of 
Him Who Fills All in All” (Ephesians 1:23)  

 
Having established His Church on this earth, God 

wants to fill the whole world with the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit through His servants, so that 
everyone would receive the spiritual blessings of 
Heaven. Put differently, the institution that enables 
everyone in this world to be saved from all the sins of 
the world is God’s Church, and it’s God Himself who 
desires this. The Church is the very the institution 
that God Himself has established in Jesus Christ with 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. God’s Church 
works for whatever God wants. Since Jesus Christ is 
the Head of this Church, and we are His body, we 
cannot be separated from God’s Church.  

Therefore, not just anyone can become one of 
God’s own people simply because he calls on the 
name of Jesus Christ, nor can just anyone establish 
God’s Church and carry out His work even if he has 
enough zeal to give up his body to be burnt for the 
Lord. It’s through the believers in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit that God has established His 
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Church on this earth and carries out His work. What 
all of us must grasp here is that as the body of Jesus 
Christ, we all believe in the baptism that our Lord 
received from John the Baptist and the blood that He 
shed on the Cross. This baptism that Jesus received 
on this earth from John the Baptist and the blood that 
He shed on the Cross constitute the righteousness of 
God, and they also manifest God’s love. To those 
who believe in this gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
God has granted His Church and made them bear 
witness of His righteousness.  

As we believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, all of us must be able to discern the true 
gospel from the false ones. Whenever we listen to 
any preacher, our faith in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit should be the barometer by which we 
discern whether what this preacher is saying is right 
or wrong. It’s also absolutely imperative for us to 
discern how the Devil is working in this world with 
his own false gospel. We should realize here that 
God is pleased with us only if we stand on His side, 
hold onto the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the 
Word of God, and carry out His work.  

Where such saints are gathered together is none 
other than God’s Church. Inside God’s Church are 
His servants and His saints. They all have one 
common faith. They all believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, and they are all living for the 
righteousness of God. By boasting of God’s 
righteousness and all the blessings that He has 
bestowed on them, they let the whole world know 
that the blessing of salvation is received through the 
God-given gospel of the water and the Spirit. You 
too must be able to clearly discern God’s 
righteousness through His Church and the gospel of 
the water and the Sprit. God’s Church is here to carry 
out His Work. 

 
 

To Make Us His Children, God Chose Us 
in Jesus Christ Even before the 
Foundation of the World  

 
It is written in Ephesians 1:4-5, “Just as He chose 

us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
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having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will.” This passage means that God had decided 
to adopt us, we who are no more than mere creatures 
as His own children in Jesus Christ. Just how 
amazing is this plan that God had made for us?  

God’s plan for us was to make you and me His 
own sons and daughters. Even though you and I are 
nothing more than lowly creatures before God, 
through His Son Jesus Christ, God has saved such 
lowly creatures like us according to the pleasure of 
His will. We are so grateful that God has placed us in 
His Church and made us work along with Him. How 
could we not be thankful then? God the Father has 
blessed all of us who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit so that we would dwell in the 
Kingdom of Heaven and enjoy all glory with Jesus 
Christ one day. Just how amazing is this plan of God 
the Father? Even before the foundation of the world, 
God the Father had made such an amazing plan to 
make us His own children in Christ. This plan is 
accomplished through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. God the Father’s plan is so wonderful and 

marvelous that we are infinitely and forever grateful 
to Him for this plan.  

Such wonderful blessings are attained only in our 
Savior Jesus Christ. And the way to receive them is 
found in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Outside this gospel of the water and the Spirit, God’s 
plan cannot even be imagined. The real Truth can be 
discovered only in Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
through faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
alone. Only those who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit can receive everlasting life from 
God. This gospel of the water and the Spirit was 
planned by God, not by any human being. The gospel 
Truth of the water and the Spirit was neither made by 
man nor did it come from man, but it was planned 
only by God the Father in Jesus Christ. And Jesus 
Christ completed this Truth through the baptism He 
received from John the Baptist and the blood He shed 
on the Cross. There is no gospel of salvation 
anywhere in this entire universe that’s more beautiful 
that the gospel of the water and the Sprit.  

All of us ought to therefore believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit which our God had given 
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us and praise Him. With our faith we should all 
praise our God for what He has done and what He 
will do for us in the future. This is why some of our 
brothers and sisters felt so compelled to write new 
hymns of praise to exalt God for giving us His love, 
His salvation and His glory. 

Whenever I’m traveling or have some free time, I 
often find myself humming along some hymns. 
Although most songs in this world are just about 
romantic love or some other banal things, the best 
song to me is one that praises God for the 
righteousness that He has bestowed on us. As we 
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the 
mystery of salvation through which God our Creator 
has delivered us from all our sins, the hymns that we 
sing to God indeed exalt Him on high. We never get 
tired of praising God because this mystery of 
salvation, the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
through which God has saved us from sin is so 
profound. Far from it, through this praise we thank 
God even more for His love, singing hymns to Him 
from the depths of our hearts.  

Even before the foundation of the world, God had 

planned to save us through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit in Jesus Christ, and He has bestowed 
this salvation on us. This blessing is so great and 
amazing that words cannot express just how thankful 
we are. What God has done for us is truly wonderful, 
and we are all profoundly grateful to Him. Jesus has 
saved us from all our sins through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, and this gospel is available to 
everyone. But because so many people do not know 
the significance of the baptism of Jesus, they are still 
wandering around lost, unable to be freed from all 
their sins. The reason why we must all praise God is 
found in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that is 
present in Jesus Christ.  

How can a human being, a mere creature, become 
a child of God? How can mere creatures attain the 
same divine status as the Son of God? A maggot may 
turn into a fly, but how is it possible for human 
beings to become God’s own sons and daughters? 
Yet God has achieved this for us through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Isn’t this simply amazing? 
How could we ever describe this astonishing and 
marvelous wonder, and how could we ever thank 
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God enough for it? Only by believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit can we realize this mystery 
and give all praise to God, whose grace is truly 
amazing and wonderful. 

Everyone who knows the mystery of God’s 
Church and the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
cannot help but understand His marvelous plan and 
thank Him with faith. We have become members of 
the Church by believing in the gospel Truth of the 
water and the Spirit. As we now have the proper 
understanding of Jesus Christ, the Head of God’s 
Church, we are preaching the true gospel of the water 
and the Spirit all over the world according to His will.  

Everyone who has received the remission of sins 
ought to thank God now for making him a member of 
His Church and live the rest of his life according to 
His will. Leading such a life of faith itself is a 
tremendous blessing from God. Now we can’t help 
but thank God and praise Him for His marvelous plan. 
Even amid our hardship swamped in work trying to 
serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we are 
still compelled to praise God, and we will continue to 
praise Him forever and ever. Even when we lose our 

dignity and our own righteousness is demolished, we 
are happy to endure any and all suffering for the sake 
of proclaiming the gospel, and we still praise God 
forever. 

We must serve God now in every way possible 
precisely because we cannot praise God enough for 
His marvelous grace manifested in His plan of 
salvation that was fully achieved through both the 
baptism of Jesus Christ and His blood. All of us must 
thank God for the gospel Truth of the water and the 
Spirit and live by trusting in God. And we must also 
believe that through us, God will bless people all 
over the world. 

Why is it that God can work through you and me? 
In our carnal thoughts, we may wonder what God 
could possibly accomplish through us, but He can 
work through us because our hearts are holy and 
clean, for we believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. In other words, our faith is the right faith. 
Indeed, we have been completely washed clean from 
all our sins by believing in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit that holds the righteousness of God. 
And it’s through us that God is spreading the gospel 
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of His righteousness to people all over the world. 
Words cannot express just how grateful we are for 
this wonderful blessing. We cannot help but thank 
God for making it possible for everyone throughout 
the whole world to receive His full love of 
righteousness manifested in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

By publishing our gospel books in each and every 
language of the world, we are now obeying God’s 
Great Commission to preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. People who had been ignorant of this 
Truth are discovering it for the first time thanks to 
our literature ministry, and they are all expressing 
their amazement and thanks in their letters. These 
people have no hesitation to abide by this Truth for 
the rest of their lives and they all desire to serve the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit like this because 
this gospel that we are spreading through our books 
is the absolutely perfect Truth. This wonderful result 
could come about because God planned it, and we 
are participating in this work of God trusting in His 
Truth. It is absolutely right for all of us to entrust 
ourselves to God and participate in this work to serve 

His righteousness. The gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that we are preaching is no ordinary gospel. 
This is the only gospel that holds the righteousness of 
God. When our books that hold the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit are shared and read by all the 
people across the whole wide world, they will all 
come to know the righteousness of God.  

Many Christians nowadays think that even though 
they believe in Jesus, their salvation depends on their 
own effort. Although some of them say with 
conviction that they have been saved from their sins, 
in reality, they still have sin in their hearts as they are 
not obeying the will of God. In contrast, the believers 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit have reached 
their salvation by faith alone, without doing anything 
on their own. Indeed, countless people all over the 
world have been transformed by reading just a single 
book of ours that contains the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit and believing in this gospel.  

God wants everyone to state his faith clearly. This 
means that you must take a clear position on whether 
or not you really believe in the Word of God instead 
of just taking the middle ground to say that the 
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gospel can be many. You should realize here that if 
you take such a gray position to say that any and 
every gospel can be right, then this would mean that 
far from believing in the Word of God, you are in 
fact disobeying God.  

 
 

Who in This World Fills All in All? 
 
It is Jesus Christ our Creator who fills us with His 

salvation, blessings and glory. Through what does He 
give us such fullness? He fills us with His abundant 
blessings through God’s love revealed in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. The Lord is filling us with 
God’s blessings. The Bible says that Jesus fills all in 
all, and this implies that there are His agents serving 
this divine will. Then whom would Jesus work with 
to fill all in all? Would He not work through you and 
me the members of God’s Church? However, if there 
is anyone inside God’s Church who still does not 
realize that he is a redeemed saint and a member of 
the Church and that Jesus Christ is the Head of this 
Church and we are His body, then God would not be 

pleased to use such a person as one of His workers. 
Therefore, all of us must grasp and believe in the 
Truth that we have become God’s own children by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
And we also should realize that as we are the 
members of His Church, we must submit to its Head, 
Jesus Christ. 

We have become members of God’s Church by 
believing in His righteousness, and it’s our belief that 
all of us are one family in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. It’s absolutely critical for us to realize this 
truth and believe in it. For our faith in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit to grow, we must recognize 
and believe in the fact that we are one body in Jesus 
Christ and the Lord is our Head. When we take a 
look at our bodies, we see that each part and every 
organ, from our hair to our toes, are all attached to 
the body. Even our hair is part of our bodies, and 
that’s why we go to a great length to nourish and take 
good care of it. And when something is wrong with 
even a tiny part of the body, the whole body suffers. 
Likewise, as we are members of God’s Church and 
we all believe in Jesus Christ its Head, all of us 
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belong to the same body of Christ. Therefore, if 
anyone of us goes astray, then all of us must try to 
mend his way, or otherwise every member of the 
Church will suffer as a result of one person going 
astray.  

God’s Church is the institution that shares His love 
and blessings with everyone all over the world, and 
we have become the members of this Church through 
which Christ fills all in all. All of us ought to thank 
God for this wonderful blessing, that each and every 
one of us is a fellow believer in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. And our common faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit must be 
unwavering, living by the blessings of this faith 
according to God’s wonderful work. We should all 
grasp here that the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
is not spread through just a few people’s effort, but it 
is proclaimed only when all of us are united together 
in submission to the commandments of Jesus Christ, 
the Head of God’s Church. As the Bible says, “You 
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” (1 Corinthians 
3:23), it’s absolutely imperative for us to realize now 
where we really belong and what our calling is.  

Even after receiving the remission of sins, some 
people can’t discern God’s Church where the 
righteousness of God is present, saying, “Every 
church is the same.” Even though these people have 
received the remission of sins clearly, they do not 
know whether they belong to God’s Church or 
Satan’s gathering, and as a result some of them even 
end up perishing from the lack of spiritual 
nourishment. As Satan is always looking for every 
opportunity to prey on the saints’ shortcomings, he 
will pounce on such people, and these people will be 
judged by God on the last day to live forever in 
suffering.  

It’s absolutely critical for all of us to know what 
must be known, believe in what must be believed, 
recognize the beauty of what is truly beautiful, and 
see the preciousness of what is truly precious. The 
righteousness of God is this very such thing.  

As we believe in the righteousness of God, we 
must recognize our identity and serve the gospel with 
proper pride. Because we have become righteous 
people by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit with our hearts, we have all been transformed. 
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When God told the Prophet Jonah to go to Nineveh 
and preach to its people about what God would do to 
them, he refused to obey God and went aboard a ship 
to flee to Tarshish instead. God then raised a fierce 
storm, and everyone in the boat cast lots to find out 
who was causing this storm. When the lot fell on 
Jonah, the sailors said to him, “Please tell us! For 
whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your 
occupation? And where do you come from? What is 
your country? And of what people are you?” (Jonah 
1:8). Then the Prophet Jonah said to them, “I am a 
Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, 
who made the sea and the dry land” (Jonah 1:9). 
Through this event, Jonah was able to remind himself 
of his identity, his circumstances, and his calling. 
Like this, we too must examine ourselves every day, 
confirm our salvation, recognize where we belong, 
have faith in our identity as God’s own people, and 
walk accordingly.  

My message to all our ministers and all our saints 
in God’s Church today is this: The fullness of Him 
who fills all in all is reached through God’s Church 
that is, proclaiming the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit. God’s Church is the most blessed place in the 
whole wide world, the storehouse of all blessings. I 
ask you all to realize that God’s Church here is your 
treasure house of blessings. Through His Church, 
God is imparting His blessings of salvation to you, 
your family, and everyone all over the world. 
Remembering this always, I admonish you all to live 
by faith day after day amid God’s blessings.  

God’s Church here is where those who have been 
born again of water and the Spirit are gathered 
together, carrying out God’s work, resting, and 
sharing laughter and fellowship with each other. 
God’s Church is the place where His blessings are 
stored, renewed every day, and shared with everyone. 
Realizing that we have become members of this 
Church of God, all of us ought to carry out His work 
by trusting in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
and abide in God’s Church until the day the Lord 
returns. As a member of God’s Church, you yourself 
are carrying out His precious work to provide His 
Word and bring new life to people in every corner of 
the world yearning to be born again.  

God sent Jesus Christ to you and me in order to 
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make us members of His Church. As Jesus Christ 
was baptized on this earth and shed His blood on the 
Cross to death, we were saved from all our sins once 
and for all. But what would have happened to us if 
Jesus had just abandoned us after saving us? We 
would have been lost again for sure. It’s because God 
knew this only too well that He made us members of 
His Church and placed us there. So that we would 
actually become His body, God has saved us from all 
the sins of the world by giving us the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

What about you then? Are you grateful to God for 
this wonderful blessing? Indeed, we all give our thanks 
to God for saving us from all our sins and calling us 
like this to be the members of His Church.  
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We Have Redemption 
According to the Riches  

Of God’s Grace 
 
 

< Ephesians 1:7-14 > 
“In Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace which He made to abound 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having 
made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He 
purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of 
the fullness of the times He might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth—in Him. In Him 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestined according to the purpose of Him who 
works all things according to the counsel of His 
will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be 

to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted, 
after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory.” 

 
 
Into the hearts of all of us who believe in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Lord has given 
the remission of sins and peace. The Lord Himself is 
testifying here that we have no sin, for we believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit with our hearts. 
Through our faith in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
God our Father has made it known to us that He has 
washed away all the sins of this world.  

Only when we preach the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit can we all realize how great the riches of 
the grace that God has bestowed on us are. And only 
then can others also realize this blessed grace of God. 
Who have tasted God’s great grace of salvation then? 
It is those who have received the remission of sins 
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into their hearts by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. In other words, it’s only those 
whose hearts have been remitted from all their sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that have put on the great grace of God. It’s in these 
peoples’ hearts that God’s grace abounds.  

Our Lord Jesus has blotted out all our sins once 
and for all with the baptism He received from John 
the Baptist and the precious blood He shed on the 
Cross. Did Jesus then take only our original sin to the 
Cross? And does He take away the rest of our sins 
whenever we offer Him our own prayers of 
repentance? No, of course not! If you believe that 
Jesus took away only your original sin when He was 
hung on the Cross, and that He takes away your 
everyday sins whenever you offer your own prayers 
of repentance, then yours is a completely mistaken 
thought and belief. It’s therefore absolutely critical 
for you to realize the greatness of the grace of 
salvation that God has bestowed upon you.  

The very first thing that you should grasp and 
believe in is that through the baptism Jesus received 
in the Jordan River, He bore all the sins of your 

entire lifetime once and for all. And having 
shouldered the sins of this world through His baptism 
received from John the Baptist, Jesus was then 
crucified to death, thereby saving all of us who 
believe in this Truth from each and every sin all at 
once. Jesus Christ has saved us His believers from all 
our sins once and for all through the baptism He 
received from John the Baptist and the blood He shed 
on the Cross. To make us holy, He has made us 
completely sinless with the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit.  

Therefore, all of us must believe in the grace of 
salvation without restricting its reach, which God has 
bestowed on us abundantly through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. It’s absosolutly untenable for 
any of us to think and say to God, “Since You took 
away just our original sin, and You still have not 
taken away our personal sins that we commit every 
day, we have to offer You our own prayers of 
repentance every day to blot them out. As for our 
future sins that we haven’t committed yet, how can 
You say we have already been remitted from them 
when we haven’t even committed them yet?” If your 
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understanding of God’s grace is restricted like this, 
then your faith is not the true faith that’s placed in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Far from it, it’s 
actually a mistaken faith of your own making, one 
that’s placed in your own thoughts. Such faith is the 
faith of those who provoke the wrath of the God of 
Truth. This kind of faith is a completely mistaken 
belief stemming from a dangerously mistaken notion. 
The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the perfect 
gift of salvation that God has bestowed on you, and if 
you believe in this gospel with your heart, you will 
receive God’s endless love for sure. But if you 
otherwise reject this saving grace of the water and the 
Spirit, then you will face God’s wrath instead.  

The faith of today’s false Christians is placed in 
the lies that have come out of their own thoughts, 
which have nothing to do with the Word of God in 
the first place. Having made their own gods, they 
believe in the doctrines made up from their own 
thoughts. So, when it’s no longer beneficial to them 
to believe in Jesus, they easily replace Him with 
something else. Like this, nowdays too many 
Christians believe in the doctrines of their own 

making in whatever way that’s convenient to them.  
But could anyone really say that he is still sinful, if 

this person believes in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ properly? Is there anyone among you who 
thinks mistakenly that Jesus took away only original 
sin, and that the remission of one’s everyday sins 
must be sought through his own prayers of 
repentance whenever he commits them? Anyone who 
says so is rejecting the love of God and His mercy 
that have come by the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Such people have made their own way of 
salvation by themselves.  

God said in Isaiah 1:18,  
“Though your sins are like scarlet,  
They shall be as white as snow;  
Though they are red like crimson,  
They shall be as wool.”  

Put different, Jesus Himself said to us, “Even 
though your sins are as thick as the dark clouds, you 
are still Mine, for I have saved you. I have remitted 
away all your countless sins that are as thick as the 
clouds in the sky, and so return to Me, all you 
sinners.” If you really believe in the living God, His 
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Truth, and His righteousness written in the Bible, 
then you would accept the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. However, if you reject the righteousness of 
God, then you would say that although you have 
been remitted from your original sin, you still have 
not received the remission of your everyday sins and 
future sins.  

 
 

“In Him We Have Redemption through His 
Blood, the Forgiveness of Sins, According to 
the Riches of His Grace” (Ephesians 1:7) 

 
Jesus Christ became the Lamb of God in order to 

redeem you and me and everyone in this world from 
all sins. To save us from all the sins of the world, the 
Lord bore each and every sin of the human race by 
being baptized by John the Baptist, and He shed His 
blood on the Cross in our place. Even though Jesus 
Himself never committed any sin on this earth, and 
He was God Himself, He still became our 
propitiation to blot out all our sins. The Lord was 
baptized on this earth to give us the true remission of 

sins, and He was crucified to death to free us from all 
our curses.  

Just how many sins does everyone commit 
throughout his lifetime? Given the fact that we 
commit sin until the moment we take our last breath, 
just how many sins do we commit against God? It’s 
not just a few times that we commit sin, but we 
commit countless sins until the day we die. Yet even 
as we cannot help but commit sin throughout our 
entire lifetime, the Lord has saved us from all our 
sins and all our condemnation. None other than this 
is the great grace of God. It is God’s abundant grace 
for us. 

What about you then? Have you already received 
the remission of your sins by believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit? If we all truly have 
become righteous by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, is it then possible for us to once 
again become sinners when we commit sin out of our 
weaknesses and shortcomings? No, this is not 
possible! Of course, although we have received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, because our flesh is still flawed, 
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it’s unavoidable for us to continue to commit sin. 
However, if we were to once again become sinners 
each time whenever we sin against God or man, then 
this can only mean that the remission of sins God has 
bestowed on us is something imperfect. But the 
salvation that God the Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ have fulfilled by blotting out all our sins is 
never imperfect.  

The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the means 
by which God has eradicated all our sins completely. 
In other words, God lacked nothing to blot out all our 
sins with the gospel of the water and the Sprit. Yet 
despite this, do you think that there is something that 
you have to do to help God to bestow His grace of 
salvation on you? This is not the case. No matter how 
many shortcomings we have and how many sins we 
commit from now on, because God has perfectly 
blotted out all our past, present and future sins, the 
effectiveness of this salvation is perfect and forever 
lasting. As we believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, it is impossible for us to have any sin left 
regardless of how many sins we may commit, for our 
salvation by God is completely flawless. Because 

God’s power of salvation is unlimited and perfect, 
our faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
lacks absolutely nothing to save us all to perfection. 
The salvation God has given us through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is so abundant that it has no 
limit. If we really know and believe that our Lord has 
saved us abundantly through the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, then we ought to also realize here that 
it’s nothing more than our own thoughts to suppose 
that we still have to add some work of our own to 
reach our salvation. No one reaches salvation today 
only to become a sinner again tomorrow, for the 
grace of God is not so small. The salvation that the 
Lord has brought to us is the everlasting Truth that 
has come by the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

To deliver us from all the sins of the world, God 
has saved us all sufficiently through the amazing 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. God is not human. 
Unlike human beings, who are fickle creatures, our 
omniscient and omnipotent God is forever 
unchanging. So the Bible says,  

“God is not a man, that He should lie, 
Nor a son of man, that He should repent.  
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Has He said, and will He not do?  
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 

good?” (Numbers 23:19)  
God is the Creator who made all things, the Lord 

of judgment, and the Savior offering His absolute 
love to us. So I ask you not to corrupt the perfect 
salvation that this God has given us with your own 
human thoughts.  

The Apostle Paul said in today’s Scripture passage, 
“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace” (Ephesians 1:7). We too have received the 
remission of sins according to the riches of the 
Lord’s grace. As the Lord bore all our sins by being 
baptized in the Jordan River, we have received the 
abundant remission of sins. And as the Lord 
shouldered all our sins and paid off all the wages of 
these sins on the Cross, He has saved us to perfection. 
That is how we have received the complete remission 
of sins.  

Are you unaccustomed to hearing about the 
remission of sins? After delivering his sermon on the 
day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter said to the 

audience, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Jesus Christ Himself also said at 
the Last Supper, “For this is My blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins” (Matthew 26:28).  

But some people do not know what this remission 
of sins really means, asking instead where such 
words are found in the Bible. They say that although 
the word “forgiveness of sins” is found in the Bible, 
the words “remission of sins” do not appear. But in 
reality, the phrase “remission of sins” is written many 
times in the Bible (Mark 1:4, Luke 1:77, 3:3, 24:47, 
Acts 10:43, Hebrews 10:18).  

Our Lord has done everything necessary to bring 
the remission of sins to all of humanity. It was to 
deliver and redeem us from all our sins that He was 
baptized, crucified to death, and resurrected in three 
days, and now He is sitting at the right hand of the 
throne of God the Father as our Savior to come.  

By what means have you received the remission of 
sins? Exactly how have you obtained this remission 
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of sins? It is thanks to the baptism of Jesus Christ and 
His blood, and the great love of God and His 
abundant grace revealed through Christ, that we have 
received the remission of sins by believing in this 
Truth.  

If we once again commit sin in the future, does 
this then mean that we would become sinners again 
to be cast into hell in the end? No, this is not the case. 
In fact, there is only one reason why anyone is cast 
into hell, and it’s all because people say to God, 
“Lord, You have failed to blot out all my sins. I am 
still a sinner.” Such people pray to God to blot out 
their personal sins time after time, as though God has 
somehow failed to eradicate all their sins at once, and 
it’s these people who will be cast into hell according 
to their mistaken faith. Such people put a limit on the 
unfathomable grace of God, and consequently they 
cannot enjoy God’s abundant grace and will be cast 
into hell.  

My fellow believers, God has saved us from all 
our sins completely and abundantly. Therefore, 
whoever believes in Jesus Christ’s gospel of the 
water and the Spirit will enter Heaven for sure. 

Where can we discover the riches of the grace of God 
then? We can discover God’s abundant grace in the 
very fact that to save us, God Himself came to this 
earth incarnated in the flesh of man, was baptized by 
John the Baptist, died on the Cross, and rose from the 
dead. To save such depraved creatures like us from 
sin, God Himself came to this earth in the name of 
Jesus Christ incarnated in the flesh of man. The fact 
that Jesus Christ our God, the Creator of all the 
dominions of both Heaven and the earth, forsook His 
throne of glory and His divine power and humbled 
Himself to come to this earth as a Man like us—this 
is the riches of His grace. Having come to this earth, 
God Himself experienced all our weaknesses, and out 
of His mercy for us, He bore all our sins through 
John the Baptist. None other than this is the riches of 
His grace. And we can see these riches of the grace 
of God in the Jordan River, on the Cross, and at the 
very birth of Jesus Christ Himself.  

 
 
 

“In Him We Have the Redemption through 
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His Blood, the Forgiveness of Sins” 
(Ephesians 1:7) 

 
What does it mean to receive the remission of 

sins? Does it not mean that one is remitted from all 
his sins, and that each and every sin committed in 
this world is blotted out? Indeed, that is precisely 
what it means to receive the remission of sins.  

Now then, if you have been remitted from all your 
sins, then are you a righteous person or a sinner? You 
are a righteous person. As those who believe in this 
Truth, do we then still have any sin left? No, we have 
no more sin. Why do we have no sin then? We have 
no more sin because we believe in the baptism of 
Jesus and His blood on the Cross. Thanks to the 
water and blood of Jesus, we have become God’s 
own people who are completely sinless.  

However, countless Christians say that they must 
offer their own prayers of repentance for their sins in 
tears on a daily basis, saying that they are still sinners 
even as they believe in Jesus. Like these misguided 
Christians, do you also think that you can go to 
Heaven only if you offer your own prayers of 

repentance every day in tears? Do you think God is 
pleased to see you shedding your tears like this day 
after day throughout your entire lifetime? No, this is 
nothing more than a man-made notion stemming 
from the flawed thoughts of man. Yet because so 
many Christians do not know the abundant gospel 
Truth of God, and they have too many shortcomings 
to live according to His Word, they say that they 
have to offer prayers of repentance in tears only to 
rationalize their own flawed behavior. However, my 
fellow believers, even though we may be full of 
shortcomings, our Lord is completely perfect and 
flawless. Though we are lacking, our Lord has saved 
us perfectly from all our sins. 

Today, even as every Christian is professing to 
believe in Jesus as his Savior, many churches are in 
fact degenerating into mere social gatherings or 
corporations. When a church builds a huge and 
extravagant church building on a bank loan, people 
flock to this church just because they find its 
towering building attractive, and they offer tithes and 
many other offerings asking God to bless them only 
materially. They use their innumerable connections 
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made in such a mammoth church just to further their 
own selfish interests. Like this, many business people 
attend these huge church’s just to bring in more 
business to themselves. And they pray to God to help 
them sell more stuff. How can this be the real faith? 
This kind of faith is completely useless.  

 
 

“Which He Made to Abound toward Us in 
All Wisdom and Prudence” (Ephesians 1:8) 

 
Our Lord has made us abound in all wisdom and 

prudence. If you really want to receive the remission 
of sins, then all that you have to do is just believe in 
what the Lord has done for you. It’s when you 
believe in the Lord’s work of salvation that you can 
receive the true remission of sins. Exactly how 
should you believe in the Lord’s work to reach your 
salvation then? You must believe that all your sins 
were passed onto the Lord through His baptism, that 
bearing them all, He died on the Cross in your place, 
and that He arose from the dead in three days. You 
can then receive the true remission of sins. When you 

realize and believe that all your sins were passed onto 
Jesus, all your sins are indeed washed away on 
account of this faith. If you really want to receive the 
remission of sins, then you have no other choice but 
to believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

This is what is meant by “wisdom” here. All your 
sins must be passed onto Jesus for you to receive the 
remission of sins; unless your sins are passed onto 
the Lord, it’s completely useless to believe in Jesus 
no matter how strong your faith might be. You can 
believe in Jesus all you want, saying, “Jesus is my 
Savior. I am a sinner. Jesus died on the Cross out of 
His love for me. He has saved me like this,” but this 
cannot bring the true salvation of the remission of 
sins to you.  

For you to really receive the remission of sins, all 
your sins must be passed onto Jesus through His 
baptism. And you must believe in the condemnation 
that Jesus bore on the Cross by shedding His own 
blood for you. Only when you thus receive the true 
remission of sins by the water and the Spirit, can you 
finally say with every conviction that you have no sin. 
That our Lord came to this earth to blot out all our 
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sins, that He was baptized to bear them all, and that 
He was crucified to death in our place—this is the 
wisdom by which God has saved us from all our sins. 
And this is God’s Truth and prudence, just as it’s 
written, “In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace which He made to abound toward us in 
all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us 
the mystery of His will” (Ephesians 1:7-9).  

Our God has made known to us His true wisdom 
and prudence. This means that God Himself has 
given us the Truth of salvation and made it known to 
all of us. My fellow believers, it’s because God has 
made known to us the gospel Truth of the water and 
the Spirit that has saved us from all our sins, in that 
today you and I have reached our true salvation. God 
has saved us perfectly in His wisdom and prudence, 
and He has made this mystery known to us through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Do you then believe in this gospel of the water and 
the Spirit? Do you believe that God’s grace is 
abundant, and that He has remitted away all our sins 
perfectly and wholly? It’s God who has made known 

to us this gospel mystery, which is His will. He has 
made the gospel of the water and the Spirit known to 
us. This gospel mystery is the fact that our Lord was 
baptized in the Jordan River and died on the Cross. 
The mystery that has saved the entire human race 
throughout the whole world is none other than the 
baptism of Jesus and His death on the Cross.  

Even the Devil did not know that Jesus Christ 
would fulfill the remission of all the sins of the 
human race by being baptized by John the Baptist 
and dying on the Cross. Oblivious to this, the Devil 
had thought that he would prevail over Jesus if he 
just killed the Son of God, the Heir to this world and 
all the riches of the entire universe. That is why he 
had manipulated human beings into crucifying Jesus 
to death.  

However, after Jesus’ death, the Devil realized, “I 
made a huge mistake! Since the Son of God was 
baptized, dying on the Cross like this would mean 
that all the sins of the world are now remitted away. I 
should have never put Him to death! Now that I’ve 
put Him to death, I can no longer control human 
beings who were in my clutch. I had trapped them 
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with sin, but I can no longer hang onto them. I can’t 
enslave them anymore. They have all been freed.” 
Like this, even the Devil did not know that it was 
God’s mystery of salvation for His Son to come to 
this earth in the image of man, bear all our sins by 
being baptized in the Jordan River, and die on the 
Cross in our place.  

Who are the ones that knew this then? Only God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit knew this; 
and today, it is known to only those who believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

 
 

“Having Made Known to Us the Mystery of 
His Will” (Ephesian 1:9)  

 
Whenever those who believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit give the testimony of their 
salvation, they always speak of the account of the 
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. That our Lord 
bore all our sins in the Jordan River is the mystery of 
His baptism. Most people don’t realize that Jesus 
took upon their sins through His baptism even as they 

see it in the Bible, and even when it is explained to 
them. Despite the fact that this is written in the 
original Scripture text and it is the easiest Truth of 
salvation many people still do not understand it.  

Jesus Himself said, “Permit it to be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” 
(Matthew 3:15). For our Lord to blot out all our sins, 
He had to come to this earth and accept all the sins of 
every human being by being baptized. This baptism 
was the wisdom of God and His prudence that saved 
us. It was His great mystery, which even the Devil 
did not know. Only God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit knew it. As God the Father planned our 
salvation and fulfilled it through His Son, and as the 
Holy Spirit made it known to us through the Word of 
Truth, we were able to realize the will of God fully 
and receive our true salvation. In other words, it’s 
because God had imparted His wisdom and prudence 
to us that you and I have realized the gospel Truth 
today. That is why we have received the remission of 
sins by understanding and believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.  

Whenever we read the Word of God or listen to it, 
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the Holy Spirit teaches us its meaning and brings 
understanding to us, and it’s thanks to this 
understanding that we have received the remission of 
sins, as its written, “Having made known to us the 
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure 
which He purposed in Himself, that in the 
dispensation of the fullness of the times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ” 
(Ephesians 1:9-10). Our salvation, in other words, is 
in the providence of God.  

People in this world see no need to believe in 
Jesus Christ when they are happy and trouble-free. 
As a result, they are unable to become God’s children. 
That is why God allows them to suffer so much pain 
and sadness in this world. Put differently, it is in our 
God’s providence of salvation for us to face such 
hardships, so that we would receive the remission of 
sins by believing in His Son. God allowed suffering 
and sadness in this world so that “He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth—in Him” (Ephesians 
1:10). 

Indeed, there is not a single day of peace on this 

earth. We face every kind of tribulation and suffering 
while living on this earth, but God has allowed it to 
happen to us so that through such trials we would 
look for God, rely on Him, and receive the remission 
of sins by believing in Him. All of us must realize 
here that this earth’s tribulations and trials come on 
our way and unwanted tragedies visit us to make us 
God’s own children and that this is all in God’s 
providence. We often blame God for our hardships 
and complain about them, wondering to ourselves, 
“Why are such things happening to me? Why am I 
going through such trials? Why must I endure such 
suffering?” Rather than just blaming God like this, 
however, we ought to realize that it’s in God’s 
providence to save us through such trials.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

We Must Unite Our Hearts with the 
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Gospel Truth of the Water and the Spirit 
That God Has Given Us 

 
Let’s turn to Ephesians 1:11-14 here: “In Him also 

we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will, that we 
who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of 
His glory. In Him you also trusted, after you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.”  

It’s written here that we are “predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will,” which 
means that God does everything according to His 
heart’s desire. And it’s by believing in God according 
to His will, according to the purpose of His plan, and 
according to His predetermination, that we are saved 
in Jesus Christ and made God’s own children. 
Everything is fulfilled according to the counsel of the 

will of God and His predetermined plan. It’s 
absolutely important for us to grasp this clearly here.  

Many mistaken Christians who don’t believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit say, “We all 
believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior, and so why it is 
so absolutely necessary for us to believe in His 
baptism? Is that the only Truth of salvation, and is 
that the only way to reach salvation? Isn’t everyone 
saved just by believing in Jesus as his Savior?” When 
we preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit to 
such people and explain to them that they can receive 
the remission of sins and become God’s children 
only if they believe in this gospel, instead of just 
believing according to the Word, many of them 
question us like this. 

Regardless of whether or not we question what 
God has done for us, this does not change the fact 
that God planned and fulfilled everything according 
to His desire. God wanted us to receive the remission 
of our sins and become His own children in Christ. 
That is why He sent Jesus Christ to this earth. And it 
was God’s plan and will for His Son to accept all the 
sins of the world by being baptized in the Jordan 
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River, so that we would all receive the remission of 
sins by faith in this providence of God according to 
His predetermined plan of salvation. 

The Bible says that God “chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4), and this 
is the predestination of God. In other words, God had 
predestined even before the foundation of the world 
that He would save the human race by sending His 
Son to this earth. Knowing full well that human 
beings would fall into the Devil’s temptation and 
commit sin, God had planned their salvation even 
before creating this world. It was also in God’s 
predestination to send Jesus to this earth and make 
Him accept all the sins of the human race by being 
baptized in the Jordan River. God had predetermined 
this beforehand. And having planned our salvation 
according to His will and desire, He has fulfilled it 
perfectly for us. This, my fellow believers, is not just 
a man-made story. 

When are our saints’ hearts strengthened? It’s 
when they hang onto the Word of God and trust in 
this Word that their hearts are strengthened. It’s then 
that they can overcome any temptation. In our times 

of struggle, do we find any strength or comfort in 
another human being’s words? No, of course not! It’s 
only the Word of God that strengthens our souls, our 
hearts, and even our bodies.  

 
 

“In Him Also We Have Obtained an 
Inheritance, Being Predestined According to 
the Purpose of Him Who Works All Things 
According to the Counsel of His Will” 
(Ephesians 1:11) 

 
All the work of salvation has been fulfilled 

according to God’s plan in Jesus Christ. “According 
to the purpose of Him who works all things” 
(Ephesians 1:11)—that is, according to the will of 
God—Jesus Himself was baptized in the Jordan 
River to bear all our sins. And He bore all the 
condemnation of these sins by shedding His blood on 
the Cross. As this is the way by which Jesus Christ 
has saved us, we have become God’s children by 
believing in Jesus Christ according to this way of 
salvation, and that is what real salvation means. All 
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your sins and mine were passed onto Jesus through 
His baptism, and Christ bore all the condemnation for 
our sins on the Cross. Therefore, we have received 
the remission of sins by believing in this gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. Our salvation was 
predestined by God Himself.  

However, many Christians in this age and time say 
to us, “You are just being sanctimonious. There are 
many people in this world who have been born again 
without believing like you do.” But in reality, no one 
has ever become sinless without believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Even though some 
people may say bravely to others that they have no 
sin, such a deceptive claim does not mean that their 
hearts have actually become sinless. God said that He 
looks at the center of everyone’s heart. The Lord said 
that even if one professes to believe in God, as long 
as his heart does not have the evidence of true faith 
acceptable to God, his heart’s sins still remain intact. 
In fact, it’s nothing more than a deception for anyone 
to claim to be sinless even as he knows himself that 
his heart still remains sinful; and since this person’s 
heart remains sinful, he is still a sinner.  

No matter how anyone might know all about the 
Word of God in his head, how well-versed he might 
be in both Testaments, and how respected he might 
be as a world-renowned gospel preacher, if this 
person has any sin in his heart, then he is simply a 
sinner. Such people may think in their own minds 
that they have no sin, but as long as their hearts 
actually remains sinful, they are all sinners. In 
contrast, we have no sin at all. Of course, this does 
not mean that we don’t have any evil thoughts, but it 
does mean that even though we still have sinful 
thoughts and desires, our hearts actually have no sin. 
And it is people like us whose hearts are sinless that 
have received the true remission of sins.  

What about you then? Is there absolutely no sin in 
your heart? Have you really received the remission of 
sins to make your heart as white as snow? All of you 
just answered yes, but what made it possible for you 
to receive this remission of sins? You have received 
the remission of sins by believing in the work of 
salvation that Jesus Christ has done for you in order 
to blot out all your sins according to the will of God 
and His plan. This remission of sins was not received 
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just by believing in Jesus in whatever way you saw 
fit.  

It’s written in Ephesians 1:11: “In Him also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will.” It’s in 
God that we have reached our salvation. It’s in God 
that we have obtained our faith, and it’s also in God 
that we have received the remission of sins. It’s 
absolutely not in our own way that we have received 
this remission of sins. However, countless Christians 
in this world think and believe that the remission of 
sins is received only by believing according to their 
own denominational teachings. The Presbyterian 
Church says that everyone must believe according to 
its Presbyterian doctrines; the Methodist Church says 
that everyone must follow its Methodist doctrines; 
the Baptist Church says the same; and the Full 
Gospel Church also claims that everyone must 
believe according to its own doctrines.  

But does God approve this kind of faith? Where in 
the Bible is the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist 
Church, the Baptist Church, or the Full Gospel 

Church mentioned? It’s all useless to divide 
Christianity into different denominations and sects by 
their respective doctrinal positions. In fact, such faith 
is completely opposite to the will of the Lord who 
wants to grant the remission of sins to everyone. 
Only God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is 
the Redeemer of our sins. And only those who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
planned and fulfilled by these three Persons of God 
can be saved.  

Who in today’s Christianity is busy with 
denominational squabbling? The Apostle Paul told us 
not to engage in sectarianism and argue amongst 
ourselves (1 Corinthians 3:3-5). Yet the worldly 
Christians who believe in their own way endlessly 
argue over denominational and sectarian issues. From 
the Presbyterian Church to the Methodist Church and 
the Baptist Church, every denomination alike claims 
that their respective denomination is second to none 
in orthodoxy. But it’s actually Jesus Christ who is 
supreme and genuine. When God is supreme, how 
can human beings argue over their preeminence? In 
God’s sight, it’s completely preposterous for human 
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beings to measure themselves against each other and 
argue over who is better than whom. Yet despite this, 
they still form their own groups and stand against 
God ceaselessly. Referring to such people, the Lord 
said, “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh” 
(Psalm 2:4). 

My fellow believers, it’s by believing in the work 
of salvation that Christ has fulfilled according to the 
counsel of His will that we have received the 
remission of sins. The Bible writes clearly in Matthew 
3:15 that all the sins of the world were passed onto 
Jesus Christ when He was baptized by John the 
Baptist, and that Jesus bore every sin in this way. Yet 
so many people are so blind to the Truth that they 
cannot understand the Bible even when they read it 
with their own eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
“In Him You Also Trusted, After You Heard 

the Word of Truth, the Gospel of Your 
Salvation; in Whom Also, Having Believed, 
You Were Sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
Promise” (Ephesians 1:13) 

 
This passage means that we have reached our 

salvation by hearing and believing in the true gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Just as Romans 10:17 
says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God,” it’s by hearing the Truth that we have 
received the remission of sins. No matter how proud 
anyone is of himself, no one can believe in Jesus by 
himself, far less receive the remission of sins. By a 
stretch of imagination, we may even grant that one 
can save himself 99 percent, but this still is not 
enough, for any salvation that’s imperfect by even 
just 1 percent is no salvation at all.  

I myself used to be beholden by sectarianism and 
legalism like so many Christians are nowadays. 
Before being born again, I too had no Truth in my 
heart, even though I was steeped in Biblical 
knowledge. Even so, I never lost any of the many 
debates that I had with other Christians. Not even 
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once did I lose an argument over any Biblical issues 
no matter what they were.  

But what was really important was that my sins 
actually remained intact in my heart. Even though I 
always won every theoretical debate that I had, one 
thing was clear and that was I still had a sinful 
conscience. Even when I thought that I had received 
the remission of my sins, as soon as I committed 
another sin, I once again found myself turning into a 
sinner.  

This is the obvious difference that sets the 
redeemed apart from the unredeemed. For those who 
have not received the remission of sins, even if they 
feel they have no sin right now, they become sinners 
again once they commit another sin. In contrast, 
those who have received the remission of sins remain 
completely sinless even if they sin again. This is the 
difference between someone who has received the 
remission of sins and someone who has not. It is also 
the clear-cut difference between those who have been 
born again by the Word of God and those who have 
not. 
The Apostle Paul Said, “In Him You Also 

Trusted, After You Heard the Word of Truth, the 
Gospel of Your Salvation; in Whom Also, Having 
Believed, You Were Sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
Promise, Who Is the Guarantee of Our Inheritance 
until the Redemption of the Purchased Possession, 
to the Praise of His Glory” (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 
This passage means that it is all thanks to the 

gospel of God that we have become His children and 
heirs to the whole Kingdom of Heaven. In other 
words, the Bible is saying here that we have reached 
our salvation by faith on account of the love of God 
and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, for He has 
blotted out all our sins and redeemed us completely 
by sacrificing Himself for us. So we praise the glory 
of God. We praise Him for clothing us in His glory, 
for turning us into His own people, and for making us 
righteous. Whoever is in Christ now has absolutely 
no sin at all. Thanks to Jesus Christ, we have 
received the complete remission of all our sins.  

Through the blood of Jesus Christ, we have 
obtained our redemption—that is, the remission of 
our sins. And He could shed His blood on the Cross 
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precisely because He had borne all our sins by being 
baptized in the Jordan River. Christ’s blood on the 
Cross, which so many people believe in as their full 
salvation, was in reality the result of His baptism. It’s 
because Jesus was baptized that He could lawfully 
shed His blood on the Cross. All of us must believe 
in this Truth, that the Lord could shed His blood on 
the Cross because He had borne all our sins in the 
Jordan River in the first place.  

It’s written in Galatians 3:13, “Cursed is everyone 
who hangs on a tree.” Jesus Christ had done nothing 
to deserve to be cursed. Why was He then hung on 
the accursed Cross? It’s because He had borne all our 
sins in the Jordan River through His baptism, because 
He had borne all our curses. Like this, Jesus Christ 
was cursed because He had taken upon all our sins 
through His baptism in order to save us. 

Some people may ask us, “Is the baptism that 
Jesus received from John the Baptist absolutely 
indispensable to our salvation?” To this question, we 
have no choice but to answer that Jesus’ baptism is 
indeed absolutely indispensable. Why? It’s because 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the Truth of 

salvation established by God Himself; and therefore, 
as far as our genuine faith is concerned, we should 
never leave out either the baptism of Jesus or His 
blood on the Cross.  

However, many Christians say that they have 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
precious blood of the Cross alone, even though they 
do not believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit like we do. But these people are all just 
deceiving themselves. That’s because once they 
commit another sin in their lives, they all become 
sinners again. These Christian sinners claim to be so 
well-versed in the doctrine of salvation that there is 
nothing that they don’t know as far as the theory is 
concerned. However, they are righteous only in their 
own heads, while in their hearts they are all sinners.  

Is this what you would expect from anyone who 
truly has received the remission of sins? No, of 
course not! The Bible says that on the last day, every 
soul will confess everything to God. Whoever has sin 
in his conscience will be compelled to confess to God 
that he is a sinner. In contrast, whoever is truly 
sinless in his conscience will say to God that he is 
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sinless. Only someone who has passed all his sins 
onto Jesus Christ by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, someone who knows that Jesus 
Christ bore all his sins, and someone who believes in 
this undeniable Truth of salvation with all his heart, 
will be able to say to God with a clear conscience 
that he has no sin at all.  

It’s written in 1 Peter 3:21, “There is also an 
antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the 
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God), through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” We are righteous in 
God’s sight and we can boldly come to His presence 
with a clear conscience because Jesus Christ bore all 
our sins when He was baptized, and He was 
condemned for all those sins on the Cross in our 
place. Because we believe in this righteous work of 
salvation that God has done for us, we can stand in 
His presence boldly. Even though our flesh is full of 
shortcomings, our conscience can still approach God 
without hesitation, for we believe in the Word of 
Truth. 

Can anyone be remitted from all his sins even if 

the baptism of Jesus is set aside? No, of course not! 
No one can receive the remission of sins if he leaves 
out the baptism that Jesus received from John the 
Baptist. Jesus Christ has made it clear that unless you 
believe that He has saved you through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit exactly as it is, you will not 
be able to receive the remission of sins, and 
consequently He will cast you into hell. Even if you 
believe in Jesus Christ, if you set aside the baptism 
that He received from John the Baptist, this is 
unlawful and you will therefore be cursed for sure, 
just as the Lord Himself said in Matthew 7:21-23: 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!’”  

Why would the Lord say to such devout Christians 
to depart from Him? It’s because they believe in 
Jesus according to their own thoughts, rather than 
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believing in what the Lord has done for them exactly 
as it is. Because these Christian sinners believe in 
Jesus according to their own thoughts instead of 
denying them, in the end, they will all be forsaken by 
God. If they were to believe in Jesus according to the 
Word of God, then their faith would be approved, but 
because their faith is not in accordance with the 
Word, they will be abandoned by the Lord.  

In today’s Scripture passage, the Apostle Paul was 
testifying to the saints in the Church of Ephesus just 
how great and abundant was the grace that he had 
received from Jesus Christ. Like Paul, we the saints 
of today have also received the remission of sins 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit thanks 
to Jesus Christ’s abundant grace of salvation. 

My dear saints, we have all become sinless by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We have received the remission of sins by believing 
in both the baptism of the Lord and His Cross, 
leaving out neither of them from the Word of God. 
This is such an amazing blessing that words cannot 
describe just how grateful we all are.  

Moreover, the Holy Spirit has given peace into our 

hearts. And as long as we believe, He will keep this 
peace forever. That there is peace in our hearts is all 
because the Holy Spirit is in our hearts, and because 
God has given this peace into our hearts. It is our 
Lord who has saved us, given us everlasting life, 
made us His children, bestowed His grace upon us, 
and brought peace to us. Our Lord has given us the 
peace of Heaven that this world cannot give. The 
everlasting peace that the Lord has blessed us with is 
none other than the Kingdom of Heaven, and I give 
all my praise to our God for granting us this 
wonderful and blessed Kingdom.  
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Were We Made for  
The Lord’s Righteous Work? 

 
 

< Ephesians 2:1-10 > 
“And you He made alive, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who 
now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might 

show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them.” 

 
 

What Kind of Beings Were We in God’s 
Sight? 

 
Paul said to the Ephesians in today’s Scripture 

passage that they “were dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Ephesians 2:1), and all of us were in the same 
condition before believing in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. But our Lord has saved such wretched 
people like us all at once through His gospel work of 
the water and the Spirit. He has delivered us from the 
prince of the power of the air. And He has blessed us 
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to overcome Satan by giving us the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit and making us believe in it.  

Before encountering and believing in this true 
gospel, we could not stand up to the forces of evil 
spirits. However, through the baptism Jesus Christ 
received from John the Baptist, our Lord bore all the 
sins inherited from our forefathers and blotted them 
all out. Therefore, all of us who believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit have been freed from the 
power of Satan. Thanks to the infinite grace of God, 
we have all received the remission of sins once and 
for all and attained everlasting life through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit.  

There is a reason why our God has saved us from 
all our sins, and that is to allow us to live a glorious 
life together with our God. In other words, by 
sending Jesus Christ His Son to this earth, God the 
Father wanted to bless us the believers in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit to live with Him in His 
Kingdom. And God the Father has fulfilled this will 
of His through the gospel work of the water and the 

Spirit carried out by His Son Jesus Christ. The way to 
achieve this goal was sending Jesus to this earth, 
making Him bear all our sins once and for all by 
being baptized by John the Baptist and having Him 
bear the condemnation of ours sins by being crucified 
to death. It was our God’s desire to seat us in the 
Kingdom of Heaven according to this plan of 
salvation designed for us. God the Father wanted to 
fulfill this great plan in Jesus Christ His Son. 

Indeed, the love of God and His blessings can be 
received only through faith in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. It was actually God our Father’s desire 
to fulfill His plan though His righteousness found in 
His Son Jesus Christ. And by believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, we were able to receive 
the remission of sins in our lives. In short, God has 
blessed all of us who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Our Triune God has not only remitted away all our 
sins, but He has also blessed us to sit in His Kingdom. 
Given the fact that God has blessed us so much like 
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this to reign in the Kingdom of Heaven and live in all 
this glory, how could we not believe in Him?  

Why has God glorified us the believers in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit so much like this? 
It is because He wants us to partake in the glory of 
Heaven. It’s out of His love and mercy that God has 
bestowed His blessings on all of us. So what we must 
all realize and believe in here is that our God has not 
only remitted away all our sins through His Son Jesus 
Christ, but He will also seat us in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Therefore, all of us who believe in the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit must 
remember that God will infallibly give us His 
Kingdom. 

 
 

We Must Remember That We Have 
Received God’s Glorious Blessings 

 
What meaning would our deliverance from sin 

have meant if we could not enter and live in the 

Kingdom of God? It would all be in vain unless we 
have the unwavering belief that we will all go to the 
Kingdom of Heaven and live with Jesus Christ. 
However, we have not only received the remission of 
all our sins in this world, but we have also been 
blessed to sit in the Kingdom of Heaven together 
with Jesus Christ. All of us who now believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit will be seated in the 
Kingdom of Heaven together with Jesus Christ. This 
is why God says that we the believers in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit are in honor, calling us His 
“saints.” In other words, God says to all who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, “You are the 
citizens of Heaven. You are completely sinless. And 
you are all righteous.” 
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Is It True That God Has Made Us the 
Believers in the Gospel of the Water and 
the Spirit Sit with Him in His Glorious 
Kingdom? 

 
Yes, it is indeed true that even though we were 

once dead in our trespasses and sins, God has made 
us believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit so 
that we would be blessed to sit in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Just how amazing is our God’s grace, and 
what a wonderful blessing has He bestowed on us? It 
is out of His infinite love and grace that God has 
given us such amazing blessings. 

Therefore, we should never forget the grace of 
God in making us His own children and blessing us 
to live with Him in the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
accordingly, all of us ought to live the rest of our 
lives by trusting in the righteousness of God. As we 
serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit in our 
lives, God’s work will be completed soon. We can’t 
help but thank God, for the grace of salvation that we 

have received from Him is so great.  
Do you really appreciate the magnitude of the 

grace that you have received from God? Just as we 
should all know where we came from and where we 
are heading for, we ought to also realize that we have 
received the perfect remission of our sins to live in 
God’s grace by encountering and believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Despite this, 
however, there are some people among us who don’t 
even realize what kind of blessings they have 
received from God in their lives, and nothing could 
be more foolish than this. As we carry on with our 
lives in this darkening world, all of us must be awake 
and fully aware of just how blessed we are. You and 
I ought to realize now that we ourselves have 
received God’s spiritual blessings in our lives. When 
we were dead in our trespasses and sins, our Lord 
was baptized and shed His own blood to save us all. 
God has made us His holy children through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. And we have now 
come to realize who we really are. All of us have 
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become God’s very own children through our faith in 
His righteousness. We will therefore all be seated in 
the Kingdom of Heaven and live forever with Jesus 
Christ. So we should realize that we have put on the 
glory of Heaven.  

Although God has saved us all, He does not 
demand anything else from us but to serve the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. All that He wants from us 
is to live by trusting in His glory. We should 
therefore cherish deep in our hearts the grace of 
salvation that God has bestowed on us and live by 
our faith in His righteousness. It’s absolutely 
indispensable for all of us to live by our faith in the 
God’s righteousness until the day the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is fully preached on this earth.  

Our Savior Jesus Christ will most surely return to 
this earth to take us away. Having become our Savior 
by dying for our sins in our place and rising from the 
dead, our Lord will return to us in God’s time to take 
us away, and we will then be seated in the Kingdom 
of Heaven and enjoy all its glory with Jesus Christ. Is 

there any God-made creature that has received more 
blessings from God than you and I who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit? No, there is none, 
for all the dominion of Heaven planned and 
completed by God is just for us.  

For whom do the God-made angels exist then? 
They exist for the righteous who believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. It’s for us the believers in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit that all these 
angels exist. In fact, everything in this universe, from 
the flowers in the world to the stars in the heavens, 
exists for all who have become God’s righteous 
people. It’s for the righteous that all these creatures 
exist. So we ought to realize in our lives just how 
great God’s providence is in giving us such 
wonderful blessings. 

Therefore, if we lead our lives realizing our 
glorious status, then we will be able to live a more 
dynamic life. As the righteous, our lives are there for 
God’s righteous work. Our lives are worthy and 
glorious. So when we consider the grace God has 
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bestowed on us, our labor is not too burdensome. It is 
only a matter of course for us to now serve by faith 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit which our Lord 
has given to us. Since God has given us this amazing 
glory, we cannot give up preaching His righteousness 
at the slightest hardship. When we compare our labor 
to the grace of salvation God has bestowed on us, 
what we are doing for Him seems so small in 
comparison. That is why the Apostle Paul declares, 
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). We 
are indeed only too happy to believe in the 
righteousness of our God. 

My fellow believers, if we were to live in this 
world just practicing wickedness in our hearts and 
acts, it would not make our hearts content. In contrast, 
if we lead our lives serving God’s righteousness, then 
our hearts will be rejoiced for sure. Indeed, we ought 
to be thankful that we can actually spread God’s 
righteousness in our lives. When we practice 

righteousness before God, it’s not only heart-
warming to us but also very satisfying. We feel good 
in our hearts because we are able to do good works 
before our God. And our hearts are at peace because 
we follow the righteousness of our God in our lives.  

No one in this world, even if he possesses the 
whole world, can be happier than those who are 
serving the righteousness of God. Even if one has 
everything in the whole world, unless he believes in 
God’s righteousness, he will perish in the end. They 
cannot help but commit countless sins before God in 
their lives. Everyone is bound to live contrary to 
God’s will unless he lives by trusting in the 
righteousness of God. That is why it’s only you and I, 
the believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
who can carry out God’s work thanks to His grace. 
So, even though we are weak in our flesh and we 
have too many shortcomings, we must still carry out 
God’s work by faith to please Him. We are then 
compelled to thank God and His servants, for our 
lives have been renewed and glorified by believing in 
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the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  
I am sure you know how your life was when you 

did not know about the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Think about it again. What kind of life did you 
live before you believed in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit? Of course I am not suggesting here 
that you did nothing but commit the vilest and evilest 
sins in your past, but I’m sure that in those days, you 
did in fact do many wicked things that had nothing to 
do with God’s work.  

Indeed, all of us stood against God’s righteousness, 
though unwittingly, before we understood the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. But now that we 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit with 
our hearts, we can happily practice what is truly good 
and virtuous. We have all put on God’s grace of 
salvation to spread these spiritual blessings of 
Heaven. Even though no sinner can practice anything 
good in God’s sight, God has now given us the 
ability to practice real righteousness in our lives. It is 
indeed our own happiness and a tremendous blessing 

that we are preaching the righteousness of God in our 
lives by trusting in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

What would then happen if we failed to carry out 
God’s righteous work despite this? If we don’t serve 
God’s righteousness just because it’s too hard for our 
flesh, what would happen to so many people who 
still don’t know the way to their salvation? All these 
people will be lost forever. But our God has given us 
every capability to carry out His righteous work in 
our lives. In fact, we can’t help but carry out God’s 
work in our lives, for we have been transformed into 
such people who can practice righteousness at every 
moment of our lives. It’s God Himself who has 
enabled us to live such a blessed life, and that is why 
we are all working diligently out of profound 
gratitude.  

In the past, there was nothing I could do in my life 
but commit sin, but now I know that it’s righteous to 
lead my life to spread the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and so I have been devoting all my life to this 
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endeavor. I now know that serving the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is my greatest happiness. Even at 
this very moment, I am preaching the gospel Truth of 
the water and the Spirit to everyone, and this work is 
bringing the remission of sins and everlasting life to 
all who accept this gospel Truth. We believe 
wholeheartedly that there is nothing that gives us 
greater happiness on this earth than the righteous 
work God has entrusted to us in our lives. We have 
no doubt whatsoever that there is no life that’s 
happier than ours. So our hearts are not content if we 
don’t do God’s work even for just a single day, and 
we are compelled to look for it gladly. I hope and 
pray that you and I will be always looking for the 
righteous work and quite willing to do anything for 
God’s righteousness in our lives. We yearn to preach 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit to not just our 
own fellow countrymen, but to people all over the 
world, for this is our joy as the righteous.  

Those who still have not accepted God’s 
righteousness into their hearts, and therefore have not 

received the remission of sins yet, can actually 
realize just how much they desire to practice 
wickedness in their lives. There are many people in 
this world who want to live the kind of life that no 
one should ever want to live. When we compare our 
lives to these people’s lives, we can see just how 
happy we all are, for we do not do harm to others, but 
rather, we sacrifice ourselves to save their souls by 
serving the righteousness of God in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. All this is possible thanks to the 
abundant grace of God that knows no bounds. And 
because we all believe in this grace of God, we are 
living our lives with profound thanksgiving. It is to 
enable us to live such a blessed and righteous life that 
God allowed us to be born again in Jesus Christ 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Trusting in this grace of God, all of us should 
therefore thank Him for His grace at each and every 
moment of our lives.  

Whenever we spend our material possessions in 
this world, they too must be spent to spread the 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

124   Were We Made for the Lord’s Righteous Work? 

 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. Whatever we do, 
in other words, we must do everything for the 
spreading of the gospel. Given the fact that we had 
all been destined to be condemned for our sins, how 
wonderful is it that we are now able to participate in 
God’s righteous work in our lives? In contrast to us, 
there are so many people on this earth who are living 
just for their own flesh only to be condemned for 
their sins. And these people’s lives are full of 
wickedness. Therefore, for us to avoid ending up like 
these people, God’s grace and the guidance of His 
Church are absolutely indispensable to all of us. The 
guidance of God’s Church is absolutely imperative 
not only for our souls but also to carry out the 
righteous work on this earth. Indeed, if we depart 
from God’s Church, our souls will perish forever. 
And if our souls perish, then we will perish in our 
flesh, too.  

All of us gathered here, young and old, men and 
women, and laymen and ministers alike, must realize 
what a joy it is that God has enabled us to carry out 

His work. Regardless of the position from which we 
are serving the Lord, we should never forget our 
heart-felt gratitude to Him, realize what true 
happiness is, know how to thank God properly, and 
live by faith like this. Indeed, we are so happy and 
joyous that we have been remitted from all our sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
and that we have devoted all the days of our 
remaining lives to the spreading of this gospel to 
carry out the righteous work.  

Is there anyone in this world whose heart is at 
peace without any sin like you and me? No, of course 
not! If our hearts are ever troubled, it is only when 
we are unable to work even more diligently before 
God to save even more souls. Other than this, there is 
nothing that worries us in this world. Is there anyone 
on earth who is happier than us? There is no one on 
this planet earth who is happier than us the believers 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Can you 
think of anyone? Think about your own worldly 
friends and see if you can come up with anyone who 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

125   Were We Made for the Lord’s Righteous Work? 

 

is happier than you. I am sure you won’t find anyone. 
Indeed, there is absolutely no one in this world who 
is happier than any of us gathered here, for all of us 
have been born again of water and the Spirit, and 
therefore we are the happiest people.  

We are truly grateful to God from the bottom of 
our hearts. All of us are truly joyful; by the fact that 
we can live happily like this until the day the Lord 
returns to us. We have all been blessed to live for the 
sake of other souls.  

As for me, it’s my heart-felt desire for all our 
saints to carry out the righteous work united together, 
break bread together, hold one another and support 
each other in times of trials, and live like this until 
we all go to the Lord and see Him face to face. Is this 
what you also want? That is indeed all our hearts’ 
desire. So I pray to God to make this dream come 
true, protect us all, and allow us to live a forever 
blessed life until we go into His very presence.  
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We Must Acknowledge  
God’s Authority and Grace  

In Our Life of Faith 
 
 

< Ephesians 2:1-22 > 
“And you He made alive, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who 
now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. Therefore remember that 
you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called the 
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—that at 
that time you were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and 
has broken down the middle wall of separation, 
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, 
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the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new 
man from the two, thus making peace, and that 
He might reconcile them both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby putting to death the 
enmity. And He came and preached peace to you 
who were afar off and to those who were near. For 
through Him we both have access by one Spirit to 
the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, 
having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being 
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom you also are being built together 
for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 

 
 
Genesis chapter 2 shows that God gave a real rest 

to man. And He also gave man the Garden of Eden. 

God wanted to be with man having fellowship with 
them.  

What we need to pay a close attention here is that 
in the center of the Garden of Eden there was the tree 
of life as well as the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. This means they were supposed to eat from 
the tree of the life by trusting in the Word of God. 
God’s order not to eat any fruits from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil was given in order to 
remind them of the spiritual reality that they must not 
challenge God’s authority. God once said, “But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day you eat of it, you shall surely 
die” (Genesis 2:17). For this reason, we can admit 
that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was 
placed there by God for all the human races. From 
man’s perspective, that didn’t make much sense, but 
in God’s eyes the tree was more than appropriate. It 
was an essential tree in God’s master plan for Him to 
reveal His righteousness. However, in the eyes of 
man, we may have such question as this; “Why did 
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God create the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil? I think it would be better not to create it at all.” 
It was because God wanted us to acknowledge His 
authority.  

Ephesians 2:1 says, “You, God made alive, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins,” and “by grace 
you have been saved through faith.” From this Word 
of God, we need to understand God’s deep 
dispensation. Therefore, it is said, “For by grace you 
have been saved, that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God” (Ephesians 2:8).  

From Ephesians chapter 2 verses 9 and 10, it reads, 
“Not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them” It is also said, “For He Himself 
is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation, having abolished 
in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus 

making peace, and that He might reconcile them both 
to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting 
to death the enmity. And He came and preached 
peace to you who were afar off and to those who 
were near. For through Him we both have access by 
one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no 
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of 
God” (Ephesians 2:14-19). According to this 
Scripture passage, it is through faith in the Word of 
God that we can receive remission of sins and 
become God’s children.  

 
 

It Is by Faith in God’s Word That We 
Have Been Saved from the Sins of the 
World 

 
You and I have become children of God not by 

eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, but solely because of having faith in 
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the gospel of the water and the Spirit which God 
gave us. Therefore, you and I have obtained new life 
by believing in the righteous Word of God and by 
being delivered from all our sins. No matter what 
people say, our faith is in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit and we have been saved from all our sins 
thanks to the Word of God that dwells in us. In other 
words, what resides in us is the Holy Spirit. He 
testifies to us, “You have been saved from the sins of 
the world through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Now you are the saints of God.” The Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of the Son of God is in our hearts 
and allowed us to call God the Father “Abba Father.” 
It is because He has delivered us from the sins of the 
world. People of God, who have been delivered from 
the power of darkness, can come to have new life 
now.  

Before we knew and believed in the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ, we were strangers to Christ and 
subject to condemnation due to our sins. We used to 
be gentiles in the Kingdom of God. Originally our 

physical body was outside of Christ and we were not 
descendants of Abraham genealogically. We were 
outside of God’s covenant and His grace. 
Nevertheless, God delivered us with the Word of the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

To save us from the sins of the world, Jesus Christ 
took over all our sins by the baptism He received 
from John the Baptist and delivered us from all the 
judgment for sins by giving Himself to the Cross. He 
thus fulfilled our salvation once and for all by rising 
up from the dead and sitting on the right hand of 
God’s throne. God has given the sonship as a 
blessing to those who believe in the blessed gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. That is how we could 
become children of God by faith in the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. We have even attained eternal life by 
faith in the Word of God.  

It is not due to our works for us to be saved. 
Commandments by which we just realize our sins 
cannot bring us the salvation from the sins of the 
world. We were also helpless people who could not 
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ever keep any of the commandments of God to 
perfection. Through God’s commandment, we 
realized our sins and were able to receive salvation 
once and for all by believing in the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. You and I who believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit have become a citizen of 
God’s Kingdom like this. We are the evidence that 
anybody can become the children of God by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Even after we received salvation from all our sins 
and become the children of God, we can maintain our 
correct faith. We continue to live with the faith that 
Jesus remitted all our sins away by the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit when we had no other way but to 
perish because of our sins and trespasses. In other 
words, we came to live as the children of God by the 
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which 
is the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

We need to stand firm on this faith in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit in these last days since only 
by this faith we are saved. We have been saved by 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit and by the faith 
that God has remitted all our sins. Therefore, we need 
to have such convictions that we have been saved 
from all the sins of the world regardless of our 
meritorious works. Just by this way, we can stand 
strong in the grace of God’s salvation. We should 
live by the faith that we now have become God’s 
people by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

What is our duty now that we have become the 
children of God? It is to preach the gospel of God’s 
grace, the gospel of the water and the Spirit through 
which we have been saved. Our forth-coming 
mission is to preach the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit all over the world. We are now made to preach 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We are 
supposed to live in order to save other souls from 
their sins rather than just to live for our fleshly works 
in this world.  

We often become entangled with our own evil 
behaviors and trapped by someone else’s weaknesses. 
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Nonetheless, we are not saved by our good deeds. 
Nothing other than the faith in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit can bring us true salvation. The only 
reason God granted us the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit is for us to gain new life. In other words, we 
have received salvation by believing in the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. We did not receive 
salvation by adding our good deeds to our faith in the 
blood of the Cross alone. If we had tried to gain our 
salvation with our good deeds, we would surely have 
failed.  

Then how can you say you were delivered from all 
your sins? You can never do that on your own. This 
is why God warned us from the very beginning of 
His creation. While God said, “But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die,” 
Christians are trying to add their good deeds to their 
faith. We also had strived to revive our dying souls 
that had obstinately been trying to reach our salvation 
by seeking legalistic faith. But we must know that 

when we depend on our own good works we will 
surely die. The Law is there to help us realize our 
sins, and it can never remove our sins at all.  

When God said that we should not eat of the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in 
Genesis chapter 2, He meant that we should not set 
our human criteria of good and evil other than God’s 
absolute criteria of good and evil. Only God can talk 
about good and evil. What is good in the eyes of God 
is absolutely virtuous. If God calls something good, it 
is good for sure; if He calls something evil, it is evil 
most certainly. We are not supposed to judge 
between good and evil with the yardstick of our own 
conscience. That is why God told us not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It also means 
we must acknowledge the Word of God, the Absolute 
Being. God also wanted us to accept by faith that 
God has given us all the rest and Heaven as His gifts. 
Adding our good works does not make us the 
wretched sinners become the righteous before God.  
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Our Salvation Was Predestined in Jesus 
Christ 

 
The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 1:4, “Just as 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love.” God the Father made us we who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, holy 
and sinless in His Son Christ Jesus. Spiritually 
speaking, He granted the remission of sins and the 
eternal life to us by having us believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. Now that we have received 
salvation by believing in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, all we have to do is to preach the true 
gospel. We just need to enjoy rest in our hearts and 
preach the blessings from God to others by faith.  

The salvation from God and everything that we 
will have in Heaven are the gifts of God. God chose 
us in Jesus Christ ahead of time so that we might live 
in the eternal Kingdom of Heaven. What is 
predestined? In the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 

God predestined to give us true rest by making us 
sinless. Put differently, He predestined us the 
believers of the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
would enter the Kingdom of Heaven and live there 
forever. We must therefore have faith in the gospel of 
the water and the blood in Jesus Christ. We should 
have the faith that God has given us all the good 
things from above (James 1:17). Even before the 
creation of the world, God created us and prepared 
the Kingdom of God for us to live in. Even before He 
created the universe, He predestined us the entire 
human race be saved in Jesus Christ. He has already 
saved us from all our sins with the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.  

 
 

What Is the Result of Being Saved from All 
Sins? 

 
We have been given the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit as the gift of salvation and, as a result, we 
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can now praise the glory of Heaven as God’s children. 
The Lord allowed us to praise God’s righteousness 
and to live a life that is glorifying to Him. That is 
why God saved us from the sins of the world.  

It is said, “In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). Have you 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit? Have you become 
children of God by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? Have you been living a perfect 
life since you received salvation from all your sins by 
faith? No, we can’t. There is a difference between 
“We don’t live such a life although we can” and “We 
can’t do so because we can’t.” Knowing that we do 
not have the ability to live a perfect life, God told us 
to just depend on His righteousness. He knew that we 
cannot live a perfect life and therefore commanded 
us to live by faith. In other words, we do not earn 
salvation by our merits, but we can reach our 
salvation only by faith.  

You and I have been saved once and for all by 
believing in the righteousness of God. That is, we 
have been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets. Even the disciples of Jesus were saved 
from all their sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. They did not add any of their 
works to it not even 0.1% to be saved. The Apostles 
did not talk about legalistic duties such as “Do good. 
Live a virtuous life. Keep the commandments.” They 
also believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Thanks to them, we have been saved from all our sins 
and built on the same faith that believes in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Jesus Christ has become 
the corner stone for our salvation. The Mediator 
Jesus laid Himself as the cornerstone that is uniting 
us to God.  

You may not understand what the cornerstone is 
today. Nowadays cement is used as a bonding agent 
for the foundation of a building, so it is hard to 
understand the function of a cornerstone. Since 
concrete is used at every corner of a building, there is 
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no need for a corner stone. However, there were not 
any houses with concrete foundations in those days. 
People dug the ground and placed a huge stone at 
each corner. And on each corner stone they set a 
wooden or stone pillar. Therefore, cornerstones 
connected the whole building. For that reason alone, 
cornerstones are the most important part of 
construction. If you go to the countryside you will no 
doubt find quite a few cornerstone houses. This 
Chuncheon City also has many old fashioned houses; 
people put big rocks and then connect pillars on these 
cornerstones when they build a traditional house. So 
when they have to move the house frame, several 
people pick up the four pillars which are resting on 
these cornerstones.  

Like this, the Mediator Jesus is connecting humans 
with God. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ 
Himself became the chief cornerstone. Thanks to the 
redemption Jesus Christ fulfilled through His 
righteous works, we receive salvation by faith. To 
speak in terms of the structure of a house, you and I 

are all connected with each other. Those who were 
saved previously and those who are saved later fit 
together and grow into a holy temple in the Lord. 
Those who have already received the salvation from 
sins and are now in God and those who have not yet 
received salvation will join together and will finally 
be connected with the Kingdom of Heaven. As a 
matter of fact, God resides in those of us who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

 
 

Acknowledge the Authority of God 
 
What you have to learn first in the Church of God 

is to acknowledge the authority of God. We must 
accept the authorities given by God. Once people 
receive the remission of sins, they hate discriminative 
treatment the most. Those who have received the 
remission of their sins want to treat others in 
horizontal human relationships.  

Nevertheless, God is the God of order. This God 
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of order warned us in the Old Testament, “But of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day you eat of it, you shall surely die” 
(Genesis 2:17). God is the Absolute God to us. 
Therefore, what God calls good is good and what 
God calls evil is evil.  

This means that we must accept God’s authority. 
Whoever has received their salvation from sins must 
acknowledge God’s authority. Speaking more 
accurately, whether they are saved or not, everyone 
should submit to God’s authority. If you don’t submit 
yourself to God’s authority, you cannot ever receive 
salvation from sin. Do you believe that the Bible is the 
Word of God? Do you believe that God has fulfilled 
our salvation as it is written in the Bible? If you 
acknowledge God’s authority, we can believe in this 
Word of God and receive salvation from all our sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Otherwise, we will not receive salvation although 
God did come to this world and save us with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. How can someone 

who despises and disbelieves God’s authority ever 
receive salvation? Not admitting God’s authority 
means denying God’s existence, and therefore cannot 
receive salvation that was given through the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Such people can never be 
delivered from their sins even if they have another 
chance to lead a new life from the beginning. 
Therefore, we need to submit to God’s authority. 
Those who submit to God’s authority can receive 
salvation from all their sins and receive all the 
blessings from God by faith. Besides, they can live 
out their faith with ease. As long as we receive 
salvation from our sins by faith, we all will become a 
royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). The first Book of Peter 
says that you are a royal priesthood. So, any born-
again saint can boldly come before the holy God.  

By the way, do all the saints have equal status 
once they receive salvation from sin through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit? No, they don’t. It 
is said that there are kings and ministers in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. There is a strict spiritual 
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authority there. There is a spiritual order God has 
established in His Church. In short, we must accept 
such order set by God. When we submit to God’s 
order, leading a life of faith is so tranquil. When you 
submit to the predecessors of our faith, you will have 
authority over those who come after you.  

Let’s suppose that we have someone who has just 
received salvation by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. If he does whatever he wants to 
do, not listening to you who have gone before him, 
wouldn’t you feel offended? You would feel very 
uncomfortable. If you brought your worldly 
knowledge into the Church and judge your 
predecessors with the worldly yardstick saying what 
is good or evil on your own, then would you be doing 
the right thing? No. Don’t you think such people are 
absurd? Likewise, what will happen if you look down 
on the spiritual fellowship with those who were 
before you? Can you and I both be teachers? If both 
of us try to teach and no one wants to learn, there will 
be a spiritual battle. 

First thing God established for all human races 
was to establish the Law in order to teach us what 
sins is all about. He taught us the truth that by the 
Law we cannot be saved but only can realize our sins. 
Then He showed us how to receive salvation by faith 
in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

Prior to this, God established His authority. “I am 
WHO I AM. I am the Absolute Being. My Word is 
the truth. What I declare something good, it is good; 
and what I address something as evil, it is evil. You 
are not good but evil. You should acknowledge My 
authority. I am your God. I am Jehovah.” God has 
been telling us like this.  

Therefore, living out our faith after we receive the 
remission of our sins means acknowledging God’s 
authority. That is why we must acknowledge the 
authorities that God established. God allows us to 
live orderly in the Church of God. If we admit the 
order established in God’s Church, God exalts us. 
Our salvation is fulfilled through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, that is, the gospel of God. We 
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have received salvation and eternal life by believing 
in this gospel of God. We have become children of 
God by believing in the water and the blood which 
Jesus gave us.  

Our salvation is not given through our works. It is 
the gift from God. That is how those who believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit fit together and 
grow into the Kingdom of God. We are living out our 
faith together under the authority of God. So when 
you join the Church of God, there are brothers and 
sisters who received salvation ahead of you. And you 
need to learn from them and have fellowship with 
them. It is right to be led by them. I hope you will not 
judge them based on your humanistic thoughts such as, 
“Are you smarter than I am? What is it that you are 
proud of? Who are you to try to teach me and criticize 
everything I do? It was good for me to be saved from 
my sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, but I can’t live a life of faith with a wounded 
self-esteem.”  

Knowing that you might think so, God said that 

He is the God of order. For this reason, God said, 
“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day you eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, you shall surely 
die.” This means you should not challenge your 
predecessors with your own righteousness. In other 
words, God warns us to submit to His authority.  

Just think how hard your predecessors have been 
working in the Church? All you beloved servants and 
saints of God, how hard have you been working in 
the Church since you received salvation from sin? 
How long have you been putting up with exhaustion 
and sickening situations in the Church? In our 
physical eyes we all are equal, but from spiritual 
perspective, there is a clear hierarchy. In the Church 
of God the spiritual order exists.  

However, worldly churches give high positions to 
those who are rich or hold high positions such as 
CEO’s of rich companies. Some professors or 
doctors are ordained as deacons or elders easily. 
Even if they are nominal Christians, they are given 
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high positions in their churches if they are tolerable. 
Have a close look at them. You may not be familiar 
with such a fake world, but I know it so very well.  

Such hierarchy is not given from God. Such 
hierarchy is built according to human power. This is 
clearly not right. On the other hand, saints in God’s 
Church are told to respect the hierarchy in the Church 
and to live a proper life of faith. The Bible says that 
the Church of God should not appoint any fleshly 
person to any honorable position. Dear fellow 
Christians, if you have already received salvation 
from sin, you should not look down on your 
predecessors in the faith. You abide in the Church of 
God after receiving your salvation from sin since you 
have constantly denied your fleshly thoughts. You 
cannot dwell in the Church of God unless you are 
following the hierarchy of God.  

If someone received salvation and served the Lord 
in the Church of God for a year before you, 
acknowledge him as a senior. Try staying in the 
Church of God. You will find out just how hard it is 

to be reigned over by your predecessors and to do 
whatever the Church tells you to do. Then can you 
just ignore its order? No, you can’t. Submitting to the 
authority of God has enabled you to abide in the 
Church of God, so you should not ignore it. If you 
have been a member of the Church of God for a long 
time and have big enough faith, you may understand 
what I am telling you. Those who are last may come 
after you, but those who were saved ahead of you 
should have the due respect.  

In the meantime, there are some saints who have 
just been saved but are in training to become servants 
of God. Some people are too envious of them to 
actually obey them, saying, “Oh my, that guy was not 
any better than me three months ago, but rose up so 
suddenly and started to be trained to become a 
servant of God. This makes me so awkward to talk to 
him. Now he is even trying to teach me and challenge 
me. Actually, He is ruling over me. This is 
unacceptable!” 
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Authority Established by God  
 
If God exalts you in His Church, you will be 

exalted automatically. But does that mean you can 
abuse your authority and lord it over those who come 
after you? Actually church leaders are those who 
serve the gospel of God’s righteousness more not 
less; they are not insolent in the Church of God. You 
need to acknowledge such aspect as well. You should 
accept the hierarchy God has established. That way, 
living your life of faith becomes a piece of cake. 
“Since God ordained my predecessors like this, it is 
only a matter of course for me to submit to them and 
to be compliant. So when I do what I am told to do 
by them, I actually obey God. I do it because I trust 
in and follow God.” This is the upright faith before 
God. As long as something is right in the eyes of God, 
it is right to give in and to submit to do what we are 
told to do.  

However, it is very difficult for you to be 
submitting to someone when you think you are being 

reigned over by a fellow human and not by God. In 
our own eyes, we all have something to pride 
ourselves in no matter how insufficient we might be. 
Of course, every human being is born equal, and 
there is no such thing as “You are originally better 
than I am.” Everybody is equal. So we should have 
horizontal relationships with others in physical terms. 
Nonetheless, in the spiritual world, all the 
relationships are hierarchal. Our life of faith should 
be subject to this truth. Do you understand?  

Do not be disobedient to the spiritual order that 
God has established. Especially those of you, who 
are elderly, please do not talk about your old age in 
the Church. “Oh, boy! This young fellow is trying to 
teach me. I am much older than you. How much 
could you have known and how much have you 
studied the Bible enough to look down on me? Gosh! 
I have been very patient, but you really bring out my 
dirty tempter. I haven’t told you anything, but frankly 
speaking, I went through several generations and I 
did such and such things when I was your age. I am 
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far better than you are except for the fact that I 
received my salvation later than you did.” In such a 
way, ego’s keeps creeping in.  

The first chapter of Genesis is about God’s 
creation of the universe, while the second chapter is 
all about God giving everything to us. God gave us 
everything except for one thing, the forbidden fruit. 
God said, “Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall 
surely die.” In other words, God is speaking to us; 
“Do not challenge Me with your own fleshly 
judgments. Submit to My authority. You shall surely 
die when you eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Even though I created you in My own 
image and I planned to turn you and your 
descendants into my children through my Son, you 
shall surely die on the day you eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil no matter why you 
did it.” 

But man created by God ate from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. As a result, the death of 
both spirit and body came to be, did it not? Yes, it 
did. Nevertheless, did God not send Jesus Christ to 
us? Did He not save us through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? However, you must know that 
you will surely die if you eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil even after being saved 
from sin. This is true to everybody. If you boast 
about your physical strength, your knowledge or your 
past experiences, you will surely die both in body 
and in spirit. This is why we should keep in mind that 
we must submit to God’s authority. If you accept 
God’s authority in your heart, you will not get cranky 
even if they treat you harshly for a spiritual cause. 
You need to be submissive to the hierarchy in the 
Church of God for your own good because if you do 
this, you will learn much, grow spiritually, and 
receive God’s abundant blessings. The life of faith is 
just like this. Do you understand? Do you believe so? 
Teenagers, do you believe so too?  
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We are all equal before God. We the leaders only 
lead you the saints according to what God allows us 
to do. Therefore, if you feel as though you have been 
looked downed upon, there is nothing unfair. No one 
ignored you as man, but God is trying to teach you 
through its leaders and the predecessors in His 
Church. You do not have to feel offended at all, for 
you are learning from God.  

Living by faith is the only thing left for us to do as 
children of God after we have received our salvation 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
The only thing we have to do is to do good works by 
faith. That is our sole job.  

Jesus Christ took all our curses upon Himself just 
as Rebecca did for her younger son Jacob. She said to 
him, “Let your curse be on me, my son. Only obey 
my voice, and go get them for me” (Genesis 27:13). 
In this way He solved all the problems of our sins. 
Thanks to God’s grace we received salvation from all 
our sins. We must hold tight onto this grace of 
salvation until our Lord returns. Especially in these 

end days, we should stick to our faith. Since this is 
the last era that is rushing towards the end, we live by 
faith in the world full of violence, evil and lust. For 
this reason, no one, whether or not he is born again 
can boast about his deeds. No matter whom we are 
both the righteous and the sinners alike, we do not 
have anything to boast about.  

It is written, “For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:10). We have beome His workers by 
believing in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Only 
because we believe in the salvation of God’s 
righteousness can we do these good works. The Lord 
has entrusted these good works to us who believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

We live the rest of our lives by faith in the 
righteousness of God. Do you believe in God’s 
righteousness? Have you received your salvation by 
the grace of God? Do you acknowledge God’s 
authority? For whom do you submit to God? We 
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acknowledge God’s authority for our own benefit. 
We have received our salvation thanks to God’s 
authority and His righteousness.  
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What Kind of People Were  
We in God’s Sight? 

 
 

< Ephesians 2:1-7 > 
“And you He made alive, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who 
now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might 

show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

 
 

Were We Dead in Trespasses and Sins? 
 

The Apostle Paul said that our salvation was 
prepared in Jesus Christ before the foundation of the 
world. God the Father said that He has made us His 
own people through His Son Jesus Christ with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Therefore, by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we 
were able to receive the remission of sins once and 
for all. But today, I would like us to examine how our 
condition was before receiving the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

It’s written in Ephesians 2:1, “And you He made 
alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” Many 
Christians nowadays tend to categorize their sins into 
two types, thinking that the sins they commit while 
living in this world are personal sins, while the 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

146   What Kind of People Were We in God’s Sight? 

 

fundamental sin they inherited from their parents is 
original sin. In contrast, God lumps all these sins 
together and calls them collectively as the sin of the 
world (John 1:29). And here in today’s Scripture 
passage, God is saying to us that our souls, which 
had been dead for the sins and trespasses that we 
committed before God, have now been saved through 
Christ.  

Before encountering the righteousness of the Lord, 
all of us were ruled by Satan in our lives, and as we 
feared death, we were enslaved by it. Just as the 
Apostle Paul said here in today’s Scripture passage, 
before we found the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, we were under the spirit who worked in the 
sons of disobedience. Even today, we still see this 
evil spirit working in every sinner’s soul to stand 
against God, inciting people to rebel against God.  

Strictly speaking, every religion of the world is 
ruled by this evil spirit. There are many people in this 
world who believe in various false religions and live 
their entire lifetime as slaves to Satan, buried in their 

own religious beliefs. Right now our country Korea 
is hosting an international folklore festival. This 
folklore festival is showcasing various religious 
rituals from around the world that are performed to 
appease evil spirits. Although participants in this 
international folklore festival come from many 
different countries, one thing common to them all is 
that they obey and worship the evil spirits that 
actually torment them. When we look at the idols that 
such people believe in, we can see that these idols 
have a tight grip over countless people. So it’s quite 
obvious that all these people are held captive by such 
evil spirits. These people offer sacrifices to the idols 
that they believe in to appease them because they are 
afraid of their own idols. Like this, countless people 
are sinning against God because they do not know 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Too many 
people are going about their everyday lives without 
even realizing that the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit is the Truth of salvation. 

I am sure that by now, you know very well that 
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you had also stood against God in your heart before 
encountering and believing in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. Even if you did not know about God 
and His Word, you probably knew subconsciously 
that you were standing against God. When Paul 
wrote to the saints in Ephesus that they had followed 
“the prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2), 
he was actually speaking about all of us. In other 
words, Paul is teaching us that by working in the 
course of this world, Satan had made us disobey God 
and stand against Him in our past. Even now, 
countless people all over the world are standing 
against God and seized by the evil spirit. These 
people are opposing God and His Word even though 
this is not what they actually want. They are seized 
by the evil spirit because they do not know the God-
given Truth of the water and the Spirit. This is why 
they stand against God unknowingly. So as their 
hearts are incited to stand against God even without 
realizing it themselves, they are sinning against God.  

These people are also standing against those who 

have become God’s children by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Therefore, all such 
people must examine themselves and see if their 
hearts are standing against God and His Word, and if 
this is true, then they must admit it, return to the Lord, 
and believe in His righteousness. Once they admit 
that they are in fact unrighteous, they must all return 
to the Lord and believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, the gospel through which the Lord has 
remitted away all their sins. Otherwise their wretched 
souls will continue to stand against God seized by the 
evil spirit.  

As countless people do not know the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, they are now being ruled by the 
evil spirit. The Apostle Paul therefore said that we 
must be delivered from all our sins by believing in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit that constitutes 
the righteousness of God, for we were predestined 
before the foundation of the world to be saved in 
Jesus Christ. That’s because the Lord has saved us 
from all our sins through the gospel Truth of the 
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water and the Spirit. We have become God’s children 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

However, before we found the righteousness of the 
Lord, our souls had always followed our fleshly 
desires. That’s why the Apostle Paul says that by 
nature, all of us were the children of wrath in God’s 
sight. But thanks to the mercy of Christ we were able 
to receive these spiritual blessings from Heaven by 
faith. Moreover, it is written in today’s Scripture 
passage that God “raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:6). Now that we have been born again 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
we can enjoy the glory and splendor of Heaven 
together with Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul is 
teaching us here that we have been saved from all our 
sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and he is also teaching us about our condition 
prior to reaching salvation.  

Both Testaments of the Bible speak about how 
great are the blessings of Heaven that we will receive. 

That’s because we have received the salvation of the 
great mercy of God by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit while living on this earth. God 
said that He wants to reveal His great grace to every 
generation to come. That is why we the born-again 
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are 
working so hard to testify God’s gospel. God has 
seated us the believers in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit in Heaven, and He has made us preach this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit on this earth. Like 
this, He has revealed His great love and mercy to us. 

Every Word of God was spoken to bring true 
salvation and everlasting life to all of us. Therefore, 
we know from Scripture that before being washed 
from all our sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, we were all under the wrath of 
God. By nature, we were the children of wrath in 
God’s sight, and we were seized by the evil spirit. 
Because we could not help but live our entire lifetime 
according to our fleshly desires, God’s wrath was 
awaiting us all.  
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However, through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, our Lord has saved such people like us once 
and for all and blessed us to be seated in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. As this blessing has come by 
the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit that our 
Lord has given to us, it can never be denied. The 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit is the actual 
Truth of salvation existing in this world. Therefore, 
we have no other choice but to bow before the Word 
of God, be saved from all our sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and give all our 
thanks to God.  

How was our natural condition when reflected 
upon the Word of God? Fundamentally speaking, we 
could not help but commit sin against God all the 
time, and that is precisely why our Lord has saved us 
through the perfect gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
This came about by the mercy of God. It is by God’s 
mercy that we have been saved from all our sins and 
God’s judgment. Every Word that God has spoken to 
us is true. The gospel Truth of the water and the 

Spirit that the Apostle Paul is speaking to us is God’s 
Word of salvation and its real Truth. 

 
 

What Should Be the Proper Disposition of 
Our Faith before God Then? 

 
Our lives must be guided by a willing disposition 

to preach to all the generations to come this 
exceedingly abundant grace of God, that is, the God-
given gospel of the water and the Spirit. It’s 
absolutely imperative for all of us to accept that the 
reason for our existence on this earth is to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. As we carry on 
with our lives, spreading the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit should be our first priority, and all our 
decisions must be made according to this purpose. 
All of us ought to believe that we have this duty to 
spread the gospel to everyone all over the world. 
Preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
should be our constant goal in God’s sight, and we 
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must all live by faith always.  
I am so thankful that we have been saved from all 

the sins of the world, and I am also grateful that we 
have been delivered from the punishment of hell to 
enjoy everlasting life. Moreover, God has also 
allowed us to live with Jesus Christ in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and words cannot express just how 
grateful I am. God has blessed us even more by 
entrusting us with the work of spreading the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Had God not entrusted 
this wonderful work to us, our lives of faith on this 
earth would have been too boring. But God has made 
us preach His abundant love and mercy to every 
generation to come, and so how could we not thank 
God? I give all my thanks to Him for using us as His 
workers to preach the gospel of Truth. Indeed, all of 
us should be even more thankful to God for 
entrusting us with the work of proclaiming the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit.  

 
We Are Compelled to Thank God for 

Giving Us Such Wonderful Blessings 
 
Despite all our shortcomings, we have received the 

God-given salvation of the remission of sins to live 
with this Holy God. When we look at how God has 
seated us in the Kingdom of Heaven to put on its 
glory, we cannot help but thank Him. There is no 
doubt whatsoever that we the believers in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit have received all these 
spiritual blessings of Heaven. This is all according to 
the providence of salvation that God purported for us, 
and it is His abundant blessing. I believe that all these 
blessings are the spiritual blessings of Heaven that 
God has bestowed on us out of His mercy. As those 
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
we have no other way to express our joy but to give 
all our thanks to God for His blessings. Words cannot 
express just how rejoiced we are.  

Our lives are now filled with God’s love, His 
grace of salvation, and His blessings. That’s why we 
thank God and praise Him for His love. Having thus 
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received this grace of salvation by faith, we cannot 
doubt the faithfulness of God’s plan, nor can we ever 
object to God’s Word with our own thoughts. We can 
only thank God for fulfilling His plan for us. That’s 
because every aspect of His plan was flawless. So we 
cannot bring ourselves to doubt the perfect 
prescience of God’s plan even slightly. Now that we 
have been saved through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit by believing in the love of God, all of us 
should devote the rest of our lives to God’s work.  

As we know very well, it’s impossible for us to 
completely appreciate God’s blessings because our 
bodies have not been transformed yet. However, in 
our hearts we can still appreciate how wonderful it is 
that God has “made us sit together in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 2:6), for we believe in this Word 
of God. We give all thanks to God as we look at the 
abundance of His blessings, both the visible blessings 
that we can see with our naked eyes and experience 
right now and the future blessing sitting in Heaven 
that we can foresee by faith. What we yearn from 

God with our faith is to sit in Heaven together with 
Jesus Christ. Through faith, we can glimpse into this 
glorious life even if it’s only partially. If you imagine 
yourself living in a presidential palace, you can at 
least get some idea of what it means when the Bible 
says that God has seated us in Heaven. How would 
you feel if you were now living in a presidential 
palace? How would your life be if you were living in 
such a palace and enjoying all the presidential 
privileges? As ordinary people, we can’t even begin 
to imagine it. 

Let me give you another example. A while ago, I 
had a chance to meet a colonel and preach the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit to him. According to him, 
the rank of colonel is considered quite high in the 
military. But most civilians don’t think that colonels 
or even generals are that high. In the military, 
however, when someone is promoted to general, 
there are dozens of privileges that accompany this 
promotion. These privileges are so great that it would 
make you envious. To most civilians, a general may 
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look like just another military man, since they don’t 
really know the importance of his position and the 
extent of his power. But those who know this hold 
generals in high regard. When one is promoted from 
colonel to general, practically everything is changed 
for him, from his status to his house, his car, his 
driver, and myriad of other things. That is why so 
many military officers try so hard to get promoted to 
general.  

Our blessings are far greater than any generals or 
even presidents. When the Bible says here that God 
has “made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6), it is speaking of the 
blessings that you yourself have received as a saint 
and God’s worker. In other words, God is speaking 
of all of us who believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit.  

As another way to appreciate what the Lord meant 
when He said to us that God has “made us sit in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 2:6), let’s think about 
the universe. According to scientists, the universe is 

so great that there are many, many more galaxies that 
lie beyond what we can ever observe with our eyes. 
Astronomers continue to discover new galaxies that 
have planetary systems that are very similar to our 
solar system. When we think of the universe, we 
usually think that the sun is in the center of the 
universe and all the stars and planets are circling 
around this sun. But scientists say that there are many 
more solar systems apart from our system even in our 
own galaxy, not to mention the other galaxies. Like 
this, just as the universe is beyond our 
comprehension, so is the dominion of Heaven 
beyond our imagination. As an everlasting realm that 
belongs to God, it’s impossible for us to comprehend 
this dominion of Heaven with our present knowledge.  

If God has made His dominion in Heaven to seat 
us there, we should think about how glorious this 
place really is. And we should believe in its existence. 
When we look at the Milky Way in pictures or films, 
we are captivated by its mysterious and expansive 
beauty. If we imagine another galaxy prepared just 
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for us, then we can appreciate just how glorious and 
amazing it is that God has seated us in Heaven. Since 
God said that He has seated us in Heaven together 
with Jesus Christ, it’s absolutely true that we will 
enjoy unimaginable glory and splendor. Of course, 
we can’t appreciate this fully yet, but that does not 
mean that it’s not real. It’s an undeniable fact that we 
can only appreciate it by faith.  

 
 

God Has Blessed Us Despite Our Carnal 
Shortcomings 

 
The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the gift 

that God has given to us out of His mercy. If we have 
been saved from all our sins by believing in this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that constitutes the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, then we will never fall 
into despair no matter what kind of hardship we face 
on this earth. That’s because beyond the God-given 
salvation, there are many great blessings awaiting us. 

So, even if the hardship that you face in this world 
makes you wonder why your life is so miserable, 
why you are so weak, and why you can’t be happy 
like everyone else, you should think about the Word 
of God saying that He has seated you in Heaven in 
Jesus Christ, remember the glory that God has given 
to you, and live with the unwavering assurance that 
the suffering you face on this earth cannot even be 
compared to the glory that you will enjoy in the 
future. It is only fitting for all of us to live by this 
kind of faith. It’s wonderful and blessed enough that 
we have been saved from all our sins by grace, that 
we are no longer ruled by the evil spirit, that we have 
escaped from our fundamental condition as the 
children of wrath, and that we have become God’s 
own people. But on top all these blessings; God has 
also seated us in Heaven to enjoy all its glory and 
splendor with Jesus Christ. So how could we not 
thank God? Indeed, it’s only a matter of course that 
we should all thank God and show our gratitude to 
Him by trusting in His Word.  
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Looking by faith towards the glory of Heaven that 
we will enjoy, all of us ought to thank God every day 
and every moment. How about you then? Are you 
also grateful to God for saving you from the sins of 
the world and bestowing you with His heavenly 
blessings? It’s a truly amazing blessing of God that 
we have been saved from the sins of the world. The 
salvation that you and I have received is so great 
because it has freed us from the evil spirit. Moreover, 
we have been moved from our accursed place that 
had destined us to be destroyed for our sins to the 
Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. This 
is the evidence proving that we have received 
amazing blessings from God.  

A few days ago, I saw a medical doctor holding a 
revival meeting in a certain church which was 
televised on a Christian channel. I am sure that most 
of you know him quite well, as he is rather famous in 
Korea and you are likely to have seen him many 
times. This doctor is an elder, considered by many as 
a good Christian. But his thoughts and faith are all 

confused.  
In his testimony, this doctor spoke about a certain 

elder from another church who came to see him to 
seek treatment for cancer. So the doctor ran a few 
tests, and the diagnosis showed that the elder had no 
hope for survival as his cancer was already in its 
terminal stage. When the elder was informed that 
surgery was his only option, and that even this option 
was highly unlikely to succeed, he decided to forego 
the surgery and instead went to a prayer center to 
pray. What do you think this elder prayed about? It’s 
said that he prayed to God to allow him to enter 
Heaven, as he himself did not think he had enough 
faith or confidence to enter Heaven. Since he knew 
that he was going to die anyways, he prayed to God 
to allow him to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, rather 
than asking Him to heal him. This elder prayed like 
this because he knew himself that he had sin in his 
heart, and therefore there was no way he could enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Tormented by the fact that his heart was sinful, 
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this elder prayed for many days, and in one of those 
days, he heard a certain voice. Apparently, he heard 
the voice of God telling Him to go to sleep and rest. 
When the elder heard God telling him to rest, he 
thought to himself, “I guess God is telling me that my 
time is up.” So the elder returned home with many 
conflicting emotions. After this, he went to see his 
doctor one day. Thinking that the elder’s cancer was 
getting worse, the doctor asked him how he was 
feeling, but the elder said to him that he had been to 
Heaven while praying.  

There is more to this story, but what is important 
here is that most Christians’ faith is confused like this 
elder. How can any sinner go to Heaven, far less go 
there and return? A while ago, someone named Percy 
Collett published a book titled I Walked in Heaven 
with Jesus for 5 1/2 Days; this book caused a great 
deal of commotion in Christian communities. The 
author of this book claimed to have been to Heaven, 
and he also claimed that Jesus told him about the date 
of His Second Coming. As a result, many gullible 

people around the world were fooled by this man and 
waited for Jesus to return on the day he specified, but 
the Lord did not return on that day. 

When we look at the faith of most Christians 
nowadays, we see that many of them believe in Jesus 
blindly like a hypnotized person. Yet these Christians 
do not even know that they are hypnotized. Just as 
some women can succumb to imaginary pregnancy, 
so many Christians nowadays have also succumbed 
to imaginary salvation from their own convictions. If 
a woman is desperate enough to get pregnant, it’s 
possible for her to show various signs of actual 
pregnancy including an enlarged abdomen and 
morning sickness, even though the woman is not 
really pregnant. Such symptoms of pregnancy appear 
because the woman is self-hypnotized by her intense 
desire to have a child. Like this, many Christians in 
this age and time show symptoms of imaginary 
salvation, indicating that they are spiritually confused 
and seized by evil spirits. Even though they all 
profess to believe in Jesus, because they are seized 
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by these evil spirits, they can’t help but obey Satan 
and his deception and trickery. This is how Satan 
works on the sons of disobedience, and it is 
absolutely imperative that you defeat all such work 
of Satan by placing your faith in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. 

Paul said that a few intelligible words are better 
than thousands of words spoken in tongues that no 
one can understand (1 Corinthians 14:19). But 
today’s revivalists are leading their followers into 
madness by training them to speak in fake tongues. 
The false miracles of the flesh arise in those who do 
not believe in the righteousness of God. These things 
are completely useless as far as our deliverance from 
sin is concerned.  

That is why it’s such a wonderful blessing of God 
that we have been saved from all our sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Even though we were the children of wrath by nature, 
thanks to the abundant love of God, we have all 
reached our salvation. This faith is most precious to 

us. The very fact that we have been saved by God’s 
mercy even though we were the children of wrath is 
in itself an amazing blessing, and we have received 
this blessing for free from God. 

A popular song in Korea titled “Life” goes along 
the following line: “Life is ephemeral, with so little 
time on this earth.” Life on this earth is indeed 
insignificant. But everyone is still looking for 
something precious and eternal even today. It’s 
because we are everlasting creatures that we long for 
God’s love and search for eternal things; and it’s 
because we are in the likeness of the image of God 
that we yearn for the love of the everlasting 
remission of sins coming from God.  

Yet because so many people in this world do not 
know the Truth, they can’t help but lament over the 
emptiness of their lives. However, all of them can 
solve away every problem of their lives when they 
encounter the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
are born again by believing in this Truth of salvation. 
That we have found the righteousness of God 
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through the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the 
evidence showing that we have met our everlasting 
Savior and received the blessing of everlasting life to 
sit on the place of God’s glory and forever enjoy all 
His riches and splendor. What an amazing and 
wonderful blessing is this God-given blessing? In our 
finite minds, we cannot even imagine the full extent 
of this love of God. 

What is it that we long from God? It is the 
dominion of glory that we will all enjoy in the future. 
Sitting at the right hand of God the Father, Jesus 
Christ wants us to live with Him and enjoy His glory 
and splendor together with Him. That is why God our 
Father has blessed all of us who believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, so that we would also be 
able to live such a glorious life. This is the blessing 
that God has given to us freely.  

To know and believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit is the most important thing for you and 
me alike. And after serving the gospel in this world 
for a short while, we will all go the Kingdom of God. 

So let us serve this gospel of Truth and preach it to 
every nation and generation until that day. Although 
we are joyful and happy to serve the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, it’s also true that we face many 
struggles. Spiritually speaking, our greatest 
frustration is the fact that so many people do not 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. I 
sometimes wish I could have been born a generation 
ago and begun my ministry earlier, as this present 
world would then have been filled with the believers 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. However, 
it’s still very fortunate that we are preaching the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit even now. All who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
preached by us now are receiving the remission of 
their sins. So even though we feel physically 
exhausted, we are still truly joyous. If the Lord gives 
us just a little bit more time, everyone in this world 
will be able to experience the gospel power of the 
water and the Spirit. Although most Christians 
nowadays still remain sinful as they believe only in 
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Jesus’ blood on the Cross, all who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit have received the 
remission of sins into their hearts from God, and they 
will also be glorified in His Kingdom. Soon, even 
more people will come to believe in this genuine 
gospel and confess, “The Lord has saved me from all 
my sins once and for all through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit.” 

God said in the Bible that when the end times 
come, He will pour the Holy Spirit on all His 
servants, both men and women alike. When we turn 
to the Word of God, we see Him saying that in the 
end times, He will grant the remission of sins to 
countless people through you and me with the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. And God said that by 
giving us the Holy Spirit, He has made us declare His 
Truth. My fellow believers, the Lord has made us 
preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit all over 
the world; and none other than this is the will of God 
for us.  

It is absolutely imperative for all of us to serve the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit at all times. It’s 
fortunate enough that we are able to serve the Lord 
on this earth, but it is an even greater blessing that we 
will enjoy His glory in the future. We should 
therefore live out our faith in hope, looking forward 
to the Kingdom of Heaven that we will inherit. That 
we have such a wonderful hope while living in this 
world is a tremendous blessing. If we the believers in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit had no such a 
hope, then we would easily fall into despair 
discouraged by the harsh reality facing us. It is 
therefore very important for all of us to place our 
hope in God and to live with this hope. 

We should remember here that before 
encountering the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
and reaching our salvation by the great love of God, 
we had all been the children of wrath by nature. Do 
you admit that you had been destined to hell? It’s 
extremely important for us to admit in our hearts that 
we had been the children of wrath by nature, and to 
ruminate or meditate on the gospel of Truth. Admit 
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this in your heart. Admit that even though you were 
destined to hell, the Lord has saved you out of His 
great love. And recognize the fact that God has 
blessed us all to live in His Kingdom and enjoy all its 
glory and splendor.  

Just as God revealed the Truth of salvation to the 
Apostle Paul so that he would spread the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit to the ages to come, so has 
God manifested this Truth of salvation to us so that 
we would also preach this genuine gospel to every 
nation and generation of this age. It’s for this purpose 
that God has revealed the real Truth of salvation to us 
through His Word. Thanks to the Word of God, we 
have come to know the real Truth of salvation. 
Having thus become God’s workers, we are now 
living for His righteousness. I believe that God has 
given us such a wonderful life to bless us, and all of 
us ought to share this faith.  

My fellow believers, the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit has enabled us to have the power of the Son 
of God on this earth and receive His glory in the 

future, and we all believe in this true gospel with all 
our hearts. Do you realize what a wonderful blessing 
it is that we are living by the love of the Lord and His 
grace, that we know and believe in the gospel Truth 
of the water and the Spirit, and that we are preaching 
this precious gospel in our lives? All of us ought to 
realize this. As we believe in God’s grace and love, 
we give all our thanks to Him.  

Hallelujah!  
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We Had Been Estranged  
From God the Father 
Because of Our Sins 

 
 

< Ephesians 2:14-22 > 
“For He Himself is our peace, who has made 

both one, and has broken down the middle wall of 
separation, having abolished in His flesh the 
enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 
one new man from the two, thus making peace, 
and that He might reconcile them both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby putting to 
death the enmity. And He came and preached 
peace to you who were afar off and to those who 
were near. For through Him we both have access 
by one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you 
are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 
whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom 
you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit.” 

 
 
Jesus is our Savior and the King of peace. When 

all human beings had become God’s enemies because 
of their sins, Jesus the Son of God came to this earth 
incarnated in the flesh of man and bore all the sins of 
the world once and for all by being baptized by John 
the Baptist in the Jordan River. That is why Jesus 
could shed His precious blood on the Cross, rise up 
from the dead again in three days, and then sit at the 
right hand of God the Father as the Judge. Jesus 
Christ offered Himself as our everlasting propitiation 
of peace to reconcile us with God the Father. It was 
to break down this wall of sin separating us from 
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God, and it also was to abolish the enmity between 
God and us humans that Jesus offered Himself as our 
own propitiation. 

Jesus had come to this earth to blot out all the sins 
that we commit from our failure to keep the 
commandments of God. The Lord then bore all our 
sins by being baptized on His body, laid down His 
life by being crucified on the Cross to be punished 
for all these sins, and thereby brought our souls back 
to life with the price of His own life. Therefore, 
thanks to Jesus, we the believers in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit could be forever reconciled to 
God and become His children by faith, and God 
Almighty could become our Father. That is why the 
Apostle Paul said that whoever believes in Jesus 
Christ has been reconciled to God.  

Jesus came by the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to make us sinless. He has blotted out all our 
sins by accomplishing this genuine gospel. Therefore, 
all who believe in Jesus as their Savior within this 
true gospel have received the remission of sins and 

become God’s own children.  
However, there still are many people in this world 

who have not become God’s children, and this is 
because these people do not believe in Jesus who 
came by the gospel of the water and the Spirit as their 
Savior. Nonetheless, the true gospel Word of God 
and the Holy Spirit that are in the hearts of all who 
have received the remission of sins by faith are more 
than able to make every believer a child of God.  

 
 

A Story of a Mother and Her Grown-Up 
Daughter Who Was Adopted Because of 
Poverty When She Was Just a Toddler  

 
Although South Korea is now quite a prosperous 

country, it was not so just a few decades ago. In fact, 
it was one of the poorest countries in the world just 
half a century ago, reeling from the devastating 
consequences of the Korean War. Although South 
Korea was able to thwart the North Korean invasion 
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with the help of UN forces, the destruction brought 
by the war left many tragic legacies, one of which 
was countless children who lost their parents in this 
ruinous war. Many of these orphaned children were 
then adopted by foster-parents in developed countries, 
particularly from wealthy Western nations.  

In those days, many Korean women also had no 
means to raise their children. With the whole country 
ruined by the war, there was hardly anything to eat. 
As many women were not able to even feed their 
own children, they had no other choice but to give 
them up for adoption, thinking that this would be 
better than seeing the children starve to death. When 
they heard that wealthy foreigners were willing to 
adopt their children and raise them in a far better 
environment, they gave up their children as the last 
recourse to ensure their children’s survival. As a 
result, South Korea came to earn its dishonorable title 
as the largest exporter of adopted children.  

Of course, it’s been many years since the war 
ended. Most children adopted over the course of the 

years grew up happily under their adoptive parents in 
a loving and prosperous home. As they grew older, 
they realized that they were adopted, and so they 
began to wonder why their birth parents had 
abandoned them, asking deep questions such as, 
“Why did my parents give me up? Was it because 
they hated me? Why did they send me off to such a 
far away country?” They were not able to fully 
understand just why their parents had forsaken them.  

So, as they grew up, their hatred of and longing for 
their parents also grew alongside in their hearts at the 
same time. They tried to understand their birth 
parents, asking and answering themselves, “How 
could my parents abandon me? How could they send 
me to this far away country? Did they hate me? No, 
they must have had another reason.” They spent their 
adolescence years torn by such thoughts, 
understanding their birth parents one minute, hating 
them the next, and swearing to never think about 
their birth parents again. When they grew up in time, 
they got married, had their own children, and began 
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to raise their own family in their adoptive land. 
However, their longing and hatred for their birth 
parents did not disappear. 

Recently, a TV station in Korea went to Germany 
to investigate the state of Korean children adopted 
abroad. The story I am about to tell you now is about 
one such woman who was born in Korea and adopted 
to a German family. The woman in our story grew up 
and raised her family in her adoptive country, but the 
more time went by, the more she wished to see her 
birth parents even if only once. She longed for her 
birth parents so much that she wished to know just 
how they looked like, but at the same time, she also 
struggled with her hatred for them, wondering, “How 
could my own parents abandon me? What 
circumstances were they facing that they sent me all 
the way to Germany?” As Korea was where her 
parents were and she herself was born, she was 
naturally drawn to any news coming from Korea, and 
she did hear about it from various sources. Now over 
40 years had passed by since she first came to 

Germany, and by then Korea had already grown into 
a rather prosperous country. As a result, her hatred 
for her birth parents grew even more, as she 
mistakenly thought that her parents had abandoned 
her even though they were not that poor.  

A TV reporter from Korea visited the woman who 
had been adopted to Germany long ago. By then she 
was already in her mid 40s, and she had also married 
and had a daughter. She was also studying theology. 
The TV station had called her earlier asking her for 
an interview, and it had taken a great deal of pleading 
by the reporter for her to agree with the interview. 
The reporter began to talk with her through an 
interpreter. He first thanked her for agreeing to be 
interviewed, but the woman was still hesitant. She 
told him that she was afraid of exposing her private 
life, but the reporter said to her that he would 
appreciate it if she could co-operate so as to prevent 
such tragic events as hers from ever happening again. 
After hesitating for awhile, she finally agreed to the 
interviewed, saying that she was doing this against 
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her own interests only to prevent any more children 
from being separated from their birth parents and 
adopted by foreign countries.  

The reporter asked many questions, including the 
following: “If you were to meet your birth parents 
right now, what’s the first thing you would like to say 
to them?” The woman then said unhesitantly, “I 
would like to ask why they sent me here. If I were to 
ever meet my birth parents, I would ask them why 
they had to give me up for adoption. I just can’t 
understand them. I want to ask them why they hated 
me even to send me away.” 

Her interview was included in the documentary 
program that the TV station was making on adoption, 
and soon after the program was broadcasted here in 
Korea, a certain woman claiming to be her birth 
mother contacted the TV station. Having seen her 
daughter in this documentary, she had contacted the 
TV station to ask if she could see her. The station 
then got in touch with the woman in Germany to 
inform her that her birth mother was looking for her, 

and asked her if she would be willing to meet her. 
She then told the station that she also wanted to see 
her birth mother.  

The birth mother came to the airport to wait for 
her daughter’s arrival. She wanted to see her 
daughter so badly that she never let her eyes off the 
terminal gate. But the daughter did not show up even 
after her arrival time was well past. Everyone was 
disappointed, and just when all were about to give up, 
they heard from the daughter that she had taken the 
wrong connecting flight and would not arrive for 
another seven hours. The reporter then suggested to 
the mother to go to a restaurant or somewhere else to 
get some rest and return later. The mother then said 
to him, “I have waited for my daughter for decades, 
and so I can wait for seven more hours. I’ll wait here 
in the airport.” After waiting like this so longingly, 
the daughter finally arrived. She walked out the 
airport’s arrival gate holding hands with her six-year 
old daughter.  

The birth mother had seen her daughter’s face in 
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the TV. Perhaps for this reason, she found her 
daughter before the TV crew did and her eyes began 
to well up with tears. It was the first time that the 
mother and the daughter saw each other since the day 
of her adoption. Even though they could not 
understand each other’s words, the moment they saw 
one another, they hugged and broke down in tears. 
The mother cried so much and kept saying she was 
sorry so many times that her words echoed around 
the airport.  

The mother took the daughter to her home and 
they caught up on all those missing years. Of course, 
they couldn’t understand each other as they spoke 
different languages, but at least their hearts were 
connected in an unbreakable bond only as mother 
and daughter could. The mother had named her 
daughter when she was born, and the daughter 
perhaps knew this name as she answered whenever 
her mother called this name. So, despite speaking 
different languages, they still were able to share 
many silent conversations, caressing each other’s 

face and speaking through their eyes.  
When the day came for the daughter to return to 

Germany, the reporter who had arranged her meeting 
asked her, “You told me that if you ever came to 
Korea and met your birth parents, the first thing you 
wanted to ask them was why they had given her up 
for adoption to a foreign country. Did you ask this 
question to your mother?” Her reply was that she saw 
no need to ask that question anymore, saying as she 
was departing, “My mother is still poor. Although the 
rich in Korea are so rich that they drive around in 
luxurious imported cars, I saw my mother still living 
in poverty. Even though I didn’t ask my mother and 
she didn’t answer me, I knew already that she had 
given me up for adoption abroad because she was so 
poor, and because she wanted to rescue me from this 
poverty. So I didn’t have to ask her that question, and 
all my doubts and hatred have also disappeared.” 
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Just as the Mother and the Daughter in 
This Story Were Separated Because of 
Poverty, We Had Also Been Separated 
from God Because of Our Sins 

 
Why were all the human beings in this world 

separated from God our Maker? The woman in our 
story was separated from her mother because in the 
aftermath of the war, her birth parents were in such 
grinding poverty that they didn’t even have any food 
to feed her. They were forced into giving her up for 
adoption abroad as the last recourse to rescue their 
daughter. Like the daughter here, we were also 
separated from God despite the fact that we were 
fundamentally made by God Himself in the likeness 
of His own image. What explain this? Why did we as 
human beings had no choice but to live separated 
from God?  

We were separated from God because Satan had 
made us sin against God. It’s because of these sins 
that we committed against God that we were 

estranged from God. God’s original intent in creating 
us in the likeness of His image was to make us His 
very own people. He had made us in His own image 
so that we would live with Him happily forever. 
However, Satan the fallen angel alienated man from 
God with his lies, making him fall into sin and drift 
away from God. The Devil had meddled in man’s 
relationship with God so that he would not believe in 
His Word. In other words, Satan had deceived human 
beings into not believing in the Word of God. So the 
Devil made Adam and Eve eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil that God had forbidden 
from them, and as a result of this, human beings 
turned into sinners in God’s sight and drifted away 
from Him.  

With the fall of Adam and Eve, everyone became 
a sinner before God automatically. Man was so 
arrogant that he not only refused to believe in the 
Word of God, but he also rejected His love, choosing 
to disobey His Word. Even though God had told 
Adam and Eve to eat from the tree of life to reach 
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everlasting life, far from eating from this tree, they 
instead ate from the forbidden tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, and as a result of this, they fell into 
the sin of arrogance by trying to become like God. 
Because of this arrogance, Adam and Eve ended up 
sinning against God by disobeying His Word; 
because of this disobedience, sin entered every 
human heart; and because of this sin, all human 
beings were forever alienated and cut off from God. 
That’s why we have been living estranged from our 
God for so long.  

And all this time, throughout this long period of 
alienation, we had been blaming God for all our woes, 
saying, “Why did God forsake us after making us? 
Why did He allow us to fall into sin? He should not 
have made us in the first place. Why did He create us 
as such feeble creatures that we ended up committing 
sin, only to suffer for our sins until we are cast into 
hell?” Living with so many unanswered questions 
like these, we had stroked our hatred for God.  

In reality, however, God our Creator actually 

loved us all this time. In fact, God loved us so much 
that to restore us, He sent to this earth Jesus Christ, 
His only begotten Son incarnated in the flesh of man. 
And for the sake of all human beings unable to come 
to the presence of God the Father because of their 
sins, the Son of God was baptized, shed His blood on 
the Cross, and rose from the dead again. Like this, 
the Lord has saved the entire human race from all its 
sins and condemnation. In other words, God wanted 
to once again embrace us in His arms, and He has 
achieved this once and for all through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.  

Before believing in Jesus, we all wondered why 
God made us the way we are and we also hated Him 
for it. However, through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit written in both Testaments of the Scriptures, 
we have come to know God’s love and His desire for 
us. As a result, we have now not only cast away all 
our hatred for God, but even more importantly, we 
have also come to understand His righteousness. By 
believing in the righteousness of Jesus sent to this 
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earth by God the Father, we could therefore be 
reconciled to God again, for the wall of sin that had 
separated us from Him has now been completely 
broken down, just like the barrier of the heart that 
had alienated the adopted daughter and her mother in 
our story was broken down.  

 
 

The Bible Says That the Lord Came to 
This Earth to Break Down the Wall of Our 
Sins 

 
There is a spiritual lesson that I learned while 

watching this documentary that I told you about. I 
realized even more profoundly that just as nothing 
can separate a mother from her child forever, nor can 
any trial, any misunderstanding, any curse, or any sin 
whatsoever ever separate us from God. Watching the 
documentary reminded me of our relationship with 
God, as I came to ponder, “The relationship between 
God and human beings must also have been like this. 

Even though God loves human beings and they love 
God, it was still possible for them to be alienated 
from one another. It’s not because the mother hated 
her daughter that she gave her up to be adopted so far 
away in Germany, but because she had no other 
choice. Like this, there was an unavoidable reason 
why we were alienated from God.” 

Fundamentally speaking, what made us drift away 
from God is none other than our sins. And God had a 
great plan for all of us. There was no other reason to 
explain our alienation from God. There was no 
reason why God would put us off, nor was there any 
reason for us to hate God. God and we loved one 
another. God loves us even now, just as we also love 
Him, and there is no hatred between the two.  

 
 

We Can Realize This from Today’s Scripture 
Passage 

 
We can understand how our relationship with God 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

170   We Had Been Estranged from God the Father Because of Our Sins 

 

has been restored when we turn to Ephesians 2:13-
15: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, 
and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances.” 
Nowhere in this passage is it written that we humans 
have done anything on our own to get nearer to God.  

For you and me alike, and for the sake of the entire 
human race, God Himself bore all our sins by being 
baptized by John the Baptist and shed His blood in 
order to abolish the written Law of commandments 
contained in ordinances. To break down the wall of 
sin alienating us from God, His Son Jesus came to 
this earth, was baptized, and shed His blood of life on 
the Cross; and with this price of life, He has saved all 
human beings from their sins and condemnation. God 
has restored us by sacrificing His own Son Jesus. The 
Bible clearly writes that God loves us so much that 
He has saved us and embraced us in His arms. Here 

we can discover without any trace of doubt that we 
have reached our salvation through the gospel Truth 
of the water and the Spirit.  

 
 

The Undeniable Importance of the Baptism 
of Jesus  

 
What would happen if there were no water in this 

world? Imagine what it would be like. A while ago, I 
held a revival meeting at our affiliate church in 
Inchon, and on the last day of the revival meeting 
water was cut off from the church. Without any tap 
water available in the building, the organizers could 
not even do any dishes, and so when lunch was 
served, they had to wrap the plates in plastic and put 
food on top of them. When we hold our revival 
meetings we usually stay at the church for several 
days until we finish the meeting. When the last day’s 
meeting is over at night, we return home the next 
morning after breakfast. But on that day, I had to ask 
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everyone to return home once the evening service 
was over. I was reminded of how indispensable water 
is.  

Seoul is a huge city with over 10 million residents. 
What would happen to them if Seoul were cut off 
from water supply for just a month? The whole city 
will turn into a giant garbage dump, with every 
building overflowing with filth and smelling so bad 
that the city will be uninhabitable. The importance of 
water is that obvious even when we just consider its 
material use. It is even more important when we 
consider its spiritual significance, for the Bible says, 
“There is also an antitype which now saves us—
baptism” (1 Peter 3:21).  

If our Lord had not been baptized on this earth, 
what would have happened to all of us who believe 
in God? We would have remained intolerably filthy. 
Had our Lord not been baptized when He came to 
this earth—that is, if He had not washed away all our 
sins—then we could not have believed in God, and 
even if we did, it would have been all in vain, for we 

would have realized that God could not make us 
sinless in the end. If Jesus had not accepted all our 
sins by receiving His water baptism on this earth, 
then He could not have washed away our hearts’ sins. 
Therefore, the water of the baptism of Jesus is the 
water of life that has washed away all our sins.  

It is written in 1 Peter 3:21, “There is also an 
antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the 
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God), through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” As this passage makes 
it abundantly clear, the baptism that Jesus received 
on this earth is the Truth that has washed away all 
our hearts’ sins. By being baptized by John the 
Baptist on this earth, Jesus bore all our sins once and 
for all and washed them all away, and that is why all 
of us who believe in this Truth have seen our hearts 
completely cleansed once and for all. It’s because 
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist that He could 
accept all the sins of this world at once, and it’s 
because all our sins were thus transferred onto the 
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body of Jesus that we could receive the remission of 
our sins by believing in this Jesus as our Savior. In 
contrast, if Jesus had not been baptized by John the 
Baptist, then we would still be sinners despite 
believing in Jesus. Unless we had faith in the baptism 
of Jesus, we could have never passed all our sins onto 
Him. We would then still have remained filthy 
sinners no matter how ardently we might have 
believed in Jesus as our Savior.  

 
 

The Lord Taught Us to Avoid Death by 
Washing Away All Our Sins with His 
Baptism and His Blood on the Cross  

 
Let’s turn to the Old Testament and see how sins 

were washed away with water. It’s written in Exodus 
30:17-21: “Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
‘You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base 
also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between 
the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you 

shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons shall 
wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 
When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when 
they come near the altar to minister, to burn an 
offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash 
with water, lest they die. So they shall wash their 
hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a 
statute forever to them—to him and his descendants 
throughout their generations.’” 

As described in the above passage, inside the court 
of the Tabernacle there was a laver of bronze. This 
laver was designed and placed to hold water. And the 
laver of bronze was located right in the middle of the 
court of the Tabernacle. What would have happened 
to the priests of the Tabernacle if this laver of bronze 
was missing, or there was no water in the laver, even 
if everything else was in place, from the sacrificial 
animal to the laying on of hands and the altar of burnt 
offering?  

Let’s consider this question carefully here. In the 
age of the Old Testament, every sinner had to offer a 
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sacrifice to God on a daily basis. Once the sinner laid 
his hands on his sacrificial animal, the priests of the 
Old Testament had to kill this animal, draw it blood, 
cut its flesh into pieces, and burn it to offer it to God. 
So they skinned the animal, cut out its fat, took out 
all the unclean parts and dumped them outside the 
camp to be burnt. The priests did this work all day 
long, and so you can imagine just how much blood 
must have splattered on them and how dirty they 
must have got as a result. If the Tabernacle had no 
water in the laver of bronze, it would have been 
impossible for the priests ministering in there to 
cleanse their bodies. While the ordinary people 
cleansed themselves outside the court of the 
Tabernacle, the priests had to wash themselves inside 
it, and therefore, if there was no laver of bronze in 
the court of the Tabernacle or no water in the laver, 
then the only conclusion to reach is that the priests 
would have remained unclean. 

That is why God had prepared the laver of bronze 
for the priests, so that they could come into His 

presence with a clean body. The priests ministered in 
the Tabernacle on behalf of the people of Israel, 
killing and offering sacrificial animals to God (the 
High Priest himself laid his hands on the sacrificial 
animals when he offered the sacrifice of the Day of 
Atonement), and whenever these priests sought to 
enter the Sanctuary of God, they absolutely had to 
wash their hands and feet with the water which was 
in the bronze laver. They had to wash their hands and 
feet from all uncleanness like this and come into the 
presence of God with a completely clean body 
because that was the only way they could avoid death. 

God cannot accept any unclean sinner as His own 
child. He had no choice but to condemn whoever has 
any sin at all. That’s because God is completely 
sinless and holy. Therefore, even the priests could 
not just open the screen door of the Tabernacle and 
step inside even as this filthy soiled and blood of the 
sacrificial animals were still on their bodies. That is 
why God had commanded that whenever the priests 
sought to come into the presence of God after 
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ministering sacrifices for the people of Israel, they 
should first wash away all their filthiness absolutely 
clean with the water which was in the laver of bronze. 

What would happen to this world if God no longer 
brought down any rain? Think about it for a moment. 
Without any rain, the whole world will surely turn 
into one giant garbage dump. If God did not bring 
down rain from the heavens, this world will rot away 
completely. Nature itself will lose all its life, and the 
beauty of this planet earth would all disappear. That 
is why God exerts His sovereign rule over even the 
weather, allowing storms to rise and bringing down 
rain to cleanse the air, wash away all kinds of filth 
and grime on the surface of the earth, and continue to 
provide us with clean water to drink from and to 
sustain our lives. 

 
 
 

Just As No One Can Live without Water, 
Nor Can Any Sinner Wash Away All His 

Sins without the Baptism of Jesus 
 
We believe in the love of God manifested in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit. And we also 
believe in the righteousness of His Son Jesus Christ. 
What is it that Jesus did for us when He came to this 
earth? God the Father had sent His Son to this earth 
incarnated in the flesh of man, but what exactly did 
Jesus do on this earth? The very first work of 
salvation that Jesus did on this earth was being 
baptized by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17). It 
was to receive this water baptism and thereby accept 
all the sins of the world that Jesus stepped into the 
Jordan River 2,000 years ago. That Jesus was 
baptized by John the Baptist holds the same 
significance as the Old Testament’s laying on of 
hands—that is, just as the scapegoat in the days of 
the Old Testament accepted the yearly sins of the 
Israelites when the High Priest’s hands were laid on 
its head, so did Jesus accept all the sins of the world 
when John the Baptist put his hands on His head. 
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Jesus was completely submerged in water when He 
was baptized by John the Baptist, and spiritually 
speaking, this implies His death indicating that He 
would die on the Cross.  

How could you live if there was no water in this 
world? Think about it for a moment. As those 
professing to believe in Jesus, could our sins be 
blotted out unless we have faith in His baptism? No, 
of course not! It’s through His baptism that Jesus 
bore all our sins on this earth, and therefore unless 
we believe in this baptism with all our hearts, we 
cannot approach the holy God, for we would still 
remain sinners. After all, how could God call anyone 
sinful and filthy His own child? God never calls any 
such people His children. Indeed, God has made His 
children only those who believe that the Lord has 
blotted out all their sins with the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. This is not a mere doctrine that’s in 
vogue nowadays.  

It was absolutely indispensable for God the Father 
to send John the Baptist and Jesus to this world; it’s 

not as if either could be dispensed with. Just as every 
living creature in this world can survive only if there 
is water, and just as everything can be cleansed only 
if there is water, it was to cleanse us that our Lord 
was baptized by John the Baptist, crucified to death, 
and resurrected back to life, thereby saving us all. 
The gospel of the water and the Spirit is absolutely 
indispensable for our remission of sins and our 
salvation.  

Our Lord has saved us by cleansing us from all our 
filthy sins with the water and the Spirit. Put 
differently, our Lord has washed away all our sins by 
being baptized by John the Baptist to bear them all. 
The Holy Spirit descended from the heavens like a 
dove when Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, 
and this shows us that our salvation was achieved by 
the work of God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit. The baptism that Jesus received from 
John the Baptist constitutes an indispensable element 
of the beautiful gospel proclaiming that our Lord 
bore all the sins of the entire human race to save 
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everyone from all sins. The punishment that Jesus 
received on the Cross, on the other hand, is the 
condemnation that He bore to pay off the wages of 
all the sins of mankind.  

As such, the baptism that Jesus received in our 
place and the blood He shed to pay off the wages of 
all our sins on our behalf are the embodiment of the 
selfless love of God. Even though He had never 
committed any sin nor done anything wrong to 
deserve any punishment at all, He had become a Man 
to save us from all the sins of the world, and having 
accepted our sins, He was beaten by the Roman 
soldiers, despised and put to death in our place for 
our sins, and resurrected from the dead. Like this, 
through His 33 years of life on this earth, Jesus 
fulfilled our salvation perfectly in order to deliver us 
from all our sins.  

After Jesus became a Man, what did He do first to 
blot out your sins and mine? He was baptized by 
John the Baptist in order to make us humans 
completely sinless. It was to make us God’s own 

children and righteous people that Jesus was baptized 
and shed His blood when He came to this earth. By 
receiving His baptism from John the Baptist, Jesus 
has turned us into sinless people. He has made 
completely sinless all who believe in His baptism and 
His blood on the Cross. 

Dying on the Cross is not the only thing Jesus 
Christ did for our salvation. Prior to His suffering on 
the Cross, He also bore all our sins by being baptized 
by John the Baptist. That is why our Lord said that 
unless one is born again of water and the Spirit, he 
can neither see the Kingdom of God nor enter it 
(John 3:5). It was to wash away our sins that Jesus 
was baptized by John the Baptist.  

It is absolutely indispensable for every human 
being to receive the remission of sins from God; and 
for God to give this remission of sins to all mankind; 
it was absolutely necessary for Jesus to be baptized 
by John the Baptist and crucified to shed His blood 
on the Cross. The only way for human beings to be 
freed from the punishment of their sins is to believe 
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in the baptism that Jesus received from John the 
Baptist and the precious blood that He shed on the 
Cross.  

The Apostle Paul said that the wages of sin is 
death (Romans 6:23). Since all of us were sinners 
from the day we were born as human beings, all of us 
infallibly had to pay off the wages of our sins with 
our own lives. Therefore, to save us from this certain 
death and give us new life, Jesus bore all the sins of 
the human race on His body through His baptism, 
and He laid down His own life for us by shedding 
His blood on the Cross. In short, Jesus Christ has 
saved us from all our sins by ransoming us with His 
own blood and life. 

 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Did These Things for Us Because He 
Is Our Savior  

 
The mother that I told you about had no choice but 

give up her daughter for adoption to rescue her from 
abject poverty. Likewise, we had no choice but drift 
away from God because we had fallen into Satan’s 
temptation and sinned against God. Because of our 
sins, it was inevitable for us to be alienated from God. 
However, the Lord could not just leave us alone like 
this, but He had to come to this earth in order to save 
us. God the Father therefore sent His only begotten 
Son to this earth, made Him receive baptism to 
accept all the sins of the world, and with the water of 
this baptism of His Son, cleansed everyone into a 
completely sinless being. In other words, God has 
restored us from sinners to be once again His own 
children through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. 

Water is priceless. Without water no one can 
survive. Just as water is indispensable to our physical 
lives, so is the water baptism of Jesus Christ also 
indispensable for everyone to be born again. You 
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should also realize here that even if you have already 
been born again, you must continue to believe in the 
baptism of Jesus Christ, or otherwise you will be 
defiled once again and estranged from God.  

Even though all of us were destined to die for our 
sins, Jesus Christ came to this earth as our Savior, 
and He has saved such wicked sinners like us through 
the water of His baptism and the blood of the Cross. 
That is why there is nothing that we have to do by 
ourselves to reach our salvation. All that we have to 
do is just believe in the work of salvation that Jesus 
did on this earth to deliver all sinners. It is by being 
baptized and dying on the Cross in our place that 
Jesus has resurrected us from death. Moreover, Jesus 
Christ is now sitting at the right hand of God the 
Father, and He is offering the gift of salvation to 
whoever believes in Him and accepts the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit into the heart. Like this, the 
Lord has offering the gift of the remission of sins to 
all who believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

The gospel of the water and the Spirit proclaims 
that Jesus bore all the sins of each and every human 
being in this world by being baptized on this earth, 
and words cannot express just how thankful I am that 
Jesus has given us this true gospel. How about you 
then? Do you believe in the baptism of Jesus, that the 
Lord bore all the sins of your entire lifetime through 
His baptism? It’s because Jesus is your Savior that 
He did this for you. 

I was so moved by that documentary that my eyes 
all welled up and I shed a lot of tears. As an English 
proverb says that blood is thicker than water, the 
bonds of family are indeed stronger than anything 
else in the world. But even stronger than the family 
bonds is the love of salvation that Jesus has brought 
to us by delivering us through His baptism and blood. 
Although we had no choice but to be alienated from 
God completely in our past, because Jesus has given 
us the greatest salvation in this world, we have now 
been reconciled to God.  

Jesus Himself has blotted out all our sins by being 
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baptized out of His volition, and He has broken down 
the wall of separation blocking us from God by being 
crucified and condemned for our sins in our place. 
Therefore, all who believe in this Truth have now 
restored their relationship with God as His own 
children. Thanks to the gospel of the water and blood 
of Jesus, man’s relationship with God has now been 
restored. Our Lord has reinstated us to our original 
condition, when we had walked with God in the 
Garden of Eden as creatures made in the likeness of 
His image.  

Indeed, even though the love between a parent and 
a child is great, our God’s love for us is so much 
greater than this love that it cannot even be compared. 
Although a mother may even die for her child to save 
her child’s physical life, she cannot save her child 
from all sins and trespasses. In contrast, God our 
Creator has saved us all by laying down His life for 
us. As the Lord has saved us like this, we have been 
born again thanks to the gospel love of the water and 
the Spirit. God is love, and He is our Savior. The 

baptism of Jesus is absolutely important to the entire 
human race.  

Without water we cannot survive in this world. 
The baptism of Jesus and His death on the Cross are 
equally indispensable to our salvation, for if Jesus 
had not received His baptism, then we could not have 
become sinless even if we believed in the blood of 
Jesus. But very fortunately for us, Jesus was indeed 
baptized for us. So, even though we all have many 
shortcomings, because we believe in the water of 
Jesus Christ and His blood on the Cross, we can still 
come to the presence of God to pray to Him and 
praise Him. Even though our flesh is full of 
shortcomings, our heats are now completely clean, 
and therefore we are all able to praise God and 
worship Him as His own children. All of this is 
possible because our Lord has saved us perfectly 
through His water and blood.  

Sadly, however, many Christians in this world 
believe in the blood of Jesus alone. These misguided 
Christians think that they won’t be condemned if 
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they just believe in Jesus’ blood. But if one believes 
only in the blood of Jesus, this can only mean that 
this person’s sins still remain unresolved and intact in 
his heart. Just as the world would turn all dirty 
without water, our sins would still remain intact in 
our hearts if Jesus were not baptized. Our hearts are 
therefore made completely sinless only if we believe 
in both the baptism of Jesus and His blood on the 
Cross; if we otherwise do not believe in them both, 
then our hearts would still remain sinful even as we 
believe in Jesus ardently.  

How about you then? Do you also believe that 
Jesus was baptized for your sake? Do you believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which 
proclaims that Jesus was baptized to make you and 
me sinless? Do you believe that you have become 
completely sinless by trusting in both the baptism of 
Jesus and His blood on the Cross, and that you have 
been completely saved from the punishment of your 
sins?  

Indeed, our salvation was not reached through our 

own works, but it was reached by believing in the 
baptism of Jesus and His blood on the Cross, and it is 
on account of this faith that we could meet with God 
and become His own children.  

I give all my thanks to God!  
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Immeasurable Blessings of  
Christ Are in the Heart of  
Every Saint Who Believes  
In the Gospel of the Water  

And the Spirit 
 
 

< Ephesians 3:1-21 > 
“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of 

Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—if indeed you have 
heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which was given to me for you, how that by 
revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I 
have briefly written already, by which, when you 
read, you may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now 
been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles 
and prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow 

heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His 
promise in Christ through the gospel, of which I 
became a minister according to the gift of the 
grace of God given to me by the effective working 
of His power. To me, who am less than the least of 
all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things through Jesus Christ; to the 
intent that now the manifold wisdom of God 
might be made known by the church to the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
according to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom 
we have boldness and access with confidence 
through faith in Him. Therefore I ask that you do 
not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is 
your glory. For this reason I bow my knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 
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whole family in heaven and earth is named, that 
He would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the width and length 
and depth and height—to know the love of Christ 
which passes knowledge; that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.” 

 
 
We just read the whole chapter of Ephesians 3 for 

today’s Scripture reading. Through this passage, I 
would like to speak to you about the work God has 
done to us. In his letter to the Church of Ephesus, the 

Apostle Paul is speaking about God’s Church, His 
plan of salvation, and the abundant blessings God has 
bestowed on us. 

If the Epistle to the Galatians taught us to reject 
heresy, the Epistle to the Ephesians is speaking to us 
about God’s Church. It addresses such questions as 
how God has blessed us so abundantly on this earth 
through His Church, and which gospel God has made 
us preach through His Church. In other words, God is 
teaching us how His work has unfolded through His 
Church to spread His abundant blessings among all 
the nations.  

Ephesians 2:20 says, “Having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone.”  

Where was the faith of the saints in God’s Church 
built? It was built on the foundation of the Apostles 
of the New Testament and the prophets of the Old 
Testament. Put differently, the gospel of God and His 
Truth of salvation were built and manifested on the 
foundation of the Apostles and the prophets of faith. 
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The prophets here refer to the prophets of the Old 
Testament, and the Apostles refer to the twelve 
disciples of Jesus who, like Paul, were raised by God 
Himself in the New Testament times.  

 
 

If We Are the People of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Then Our Faith Was Built on the 
Foundation of the Apostles and the 
Prophets 

 
It is thanks to the gospel of the water and the Spirit 

that you and I have been saved from all our sins to 
become God’s own children and His workers. To 
delve deeper, the people of the Old Testament 
became God’s workers by being justified through 
their faith in the sacrificial system, whereas in the 
New Testament, we have become God’s servants by 
believing that Jesus Christ came to this earth, was 
baptized by John the Baptist, died on the Cross, and 
rose up from the dead. In both the New and Old 

Testaments, God raised as His people those who 
believed in the work of salvation promised and 
fulfilled by God, establishing them on this foundation 
of their faith. These are the people who became 
God’s very own people by believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. And now, the gospel of the 
Spirit is being spread through us who have been born 
again by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

 
 

God Has Poured His Unsearchable Love 
on Us through Jesus Christ 

 
The Epistle to the Ephesians is usually called a 

“Prison Epistle.” It was from prison that Paul wrote 
this Epistle to the Ephesians, saying that he had 
become “a minister according to the gift of the grace 
of God given to me” (Ephesians 3:7) in order to 
preach the gospel. Paul was full of joy and 
thankfulness even though he was in prison because of 
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his devotion to the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Here Paul is telling us that God the Father has saved 
us through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
appointed us as His workers, and raised us up as His 
apostles to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ 
to the Gentiles.  

What the Apostle Paul is trying to teach us through 
this verse is this: By His grace, God has made us 
spread the unsearchable riches of Christ all over the 
world. In other words, Paul is speaking about the 
abundant grace of Christ. So at this hour I would like 
to share the Word of God with you on this teaching 
and reflect on its lesson. 

 
 

Abundant Grace of Jesus Christ 
 
Let’s read Ephesians 3:10-11 together: “To the 

intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 
made known by the church to the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places, according to the 

eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

The first lesson the Apostle Paul wants to teach us 
is that it is through God’s Church that the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is spread. Whoever has 
become a member of God’s Church is someone who 
believes in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
revealed in both Testaments of the Scriptures. 
Through His Church, God has made us preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, so that “the manifold 
wisdom of God might be made known by the church 
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 3:10).  

The principalities here refer to rulers, implying 
that we will live and reign forever in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Jesus has delivered us from all our sins and 
condemnation through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, and He has given us new life. And the 
Bible says that whoever has received this new life 
will never die but live forever in Heaven. “The 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places” 
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mentioned here imply that all who have been born 
again by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit will reign over the whole Kingdom of Heaven 
and live a majestic life. 

Born on this earth once, we are now able to enter 
the Kingdom of the Lord as we came across the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and believed in it. 
We the believers have become God’s children. And it 
is only by our faith that we have received the 
remission of sins to enter Heaven. Soon, all of us 
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Our destination is 
the heavenly dominion of God, and there we will live 
and reign forever enjoying all the privileges as the 
children of God. 

The Bible describes this as God’s glory or the 
riches of the glory of Christ. Although we are still 
living on this earth, our lives on this earth is not 
everything we have, but we have another life waiting 
for us, one that is lived in the dominion of Heaven 
where we will never die. Moreover, we will not only 

live in the dominion of God, but we will also reign 
over all the creatures in this dominion as its rulers. 
This is the key message that the Apostle Paul is 
trying to tell us when he said here, “To the intent that 
now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known by the church to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10). God has 
blessed us all to live such a wonderful life.  

 
 

The Abundant Grace of Christ Has Made 
God’s Wisdom Known to Us 

 
Autumn is here in all its glory, and the changing 

season is manifesting God’s wondrous work. We can 
see the trees bearing abundant fruit to the praise of 
God. Even though no word is spoken nor any voice 
heard, we can still see nature itself speaking of the 
riches of the dominion of God, the many things that 
God has done for us and will do in the future, just as 
Psalm 19:2 says, “Day unto day utters speech, And 
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night unto night reveals knowledge.” Through this 
season when all things bear fruit for abundant harvest, 
God is reminding us of the rich blessings of Christ 
that will make us live forever in the Kingdom of God 
and reign over all His creatures.  

We the believers in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit will not only live in the Kingdom of God in 
near future, but we already have all the rights and 
privileges as God’s own children. God is saying to us, 
“I have blessed you to live as the masters and rulers 
of the everlasting Kingdom of Heaven that I have 
made just for you.” As the Apostle Paul knew in his 
heart what an amazing and wonderful blessing this 
was, he was trying to explain it to the Church in 
Ephesus.  

What a great blessing is this? Even though right 
now we are living in this world, when the Lord 
returns, we will all go to His Kingdom. Just as there 
must be an end to everything and every affair, this 
world too must come to an end, and when it does, 
God’s everlasting dominion will unfold right before 

our eyes. God has promised all of us the eternal 
Kingdom of Heaven. He has given us the right to live 
and reign forever in this Kingdom of Heaven. We 
should therefore all reflect on what an amazing and 
wondrous blessing this is, believe in it, think about 
the glory that God will give us to enjoy in the future, 
have faith in this promise, and live with hope.  

God has indeed given us amazing blessings. And 
none of these blessings could ever have been attained 
through our own fleshly effort. Just as the Bible says, 
“There is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 
1:9), everything in this world will become old and 
crumble down to perish and disappear in the end. 
However, although we see nothing in this world 
that’s perfect and everlasting, the Kingdom of God 
will last forever. And God has blessed us to reign 
over this Kingdom forever and enjoy eternal life with 
all its glory. We should all realize what an amazing 
and wonderful blessing this is, remember it in our 
hearts, thank God for His abundant blessings, and 
glorify Him in our lives.  
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What a wondrous blessing has God given to us? 
He has not only saved us from all our sins, but after 
granting us the remission of sins, He has also given 
us the right to become His own children. If you have 
become God’s child, then you ought to realize that 
God has given you such amazing blessings that can 
only be enjoyed by His children. You ought to grasp 
the glorious power and life that you will enjoy in 
God’s dominion. That God has bestowed such 
blessings on you and me and all His saints is so 
amazing that I cannot describe it with words, but I 
still believe in them. Just as God has saved me from 
all my sins and delivered you from all your sins, He 
has also blessed us to live forever and enjoy an 
abundant, glorious, and eternally blessed life. I 
believe with all my heart that God has blessed us all 
to live such a life amid all the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.  

Even though we have no merit of our own in 
God’s sight, God has given us this abundant life in 
Christ out of His unilateral free choice. He has given 

us the rich and everlasting life of Christ. He has 
blessed us to live amid all the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. These blessings are so amazing that they 
cannot be measured. We are already thankful enough 
that God has saved us, allowed us to live as His 
workers to carry out His righteous work, and blessed 
us to live forever. Moreover, as if these blessings 
were not enough, God has also given us the power to 
reign over the Kingdom of Heaven. And as God has 
given us this right to rule over His Kingdom, He has 
allowed us to live an eternally imperishable life in 
Heaven. This is such a great blessing that it cannot be 
described by words nor measured by any means. The 
blessings God has bestowed on us are immeasurably 
great and wondrous. That God has saved us from all 
our sins and made us completely sinless is enough to 
make us all grateful beyond words and compel us to 
live the rest of our lives with thanksgiving; and yet as 
if this were not enough, God has also given us these 
great blessings of Heaven, made us live as His 
workers, and guaranteed us a life of unsearchable 
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blessings.  
All who believe in the gospel of the water and the 

Spirit have received such wonderful blessings from 
God. We should realize just how great these 
blessings that we have received from God really are. 
I am not asking you here to serve the Lord more, but 
I am just pointing out how God has given us these 
immeasurably rich blessings of Christ. This is what 
Paul is teaching us here in today’s Scripture passage, 
and it is also what the Holy Spirit is saying to us all. 
God has given us the right to reign over the Kingdom 
of Heaven. He has given us such amazing blessings 
that cannot be described in words. So we cannot help 
but confess our faith in these blessings, thank God 
for them, and praise Jesus Christ our Savior. 

All of you must now remember that God has given 
you such wondrous blessings. You should realize 
clearly that “the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10) refer to none 
other than you and me. That is why we have no 
lingering attachment to our lives on this earth.  

 
The Apostle Paul Says That the Blessings 
of Christ Are Unsearchable 

 
The Bible says that God has given us such great 

blessings that they can be neither measured nor 
counted. Most things are measurable with enough 
calculation. Even the distance to the sun can be 
measured with some calculation. But the remission of 
sins that the Lord has given us and the blessings that 
He has bestowed upon us cannot be calculated nor 
measured. These blessings are so great, so perfect, 
and so eternal that they are simply amazing and 
marvelous to us. God has indeed made us completely 
sinless. There are countless people in this world who 
still remain sinful even as they have believed in Jesus 
for decades. In contrast, you and I have become truly 
sinless by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

This morning I heard that a foreign resident in 
Korea named Kerry sent us an email, telling us that 
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he read one of our gospel books and received the 
remission of sins as a result. In his email he also 
expressed his appreciation for our ministry, saying 
that he had a great deal of respect for the New Life 
Mission and all its ministers for preaching the Truth. 
He also said he had sin his heart even though he had 
long been a preacher, but now that he read one of our 
gospel books, all his sins were finally blotted out. 
And he expressed his thanks to us by saying that he 
appreciated and respected us for preaching the Truth 
of salvation. Just like Kerry, God has indeed saved 
all of us and made us completely sinless.  

Many preachers and pastors say that there is no 
one righteous in this world, quoting Romans 3:10 
that says, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” 
Countless Christians all over the world also think in 
this way. However, the passage in Romans 3:10 
actually teaches us that although we had many sins in 
our hearts, we have now becomes completely sinless 
by the grace of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul was 
pointing out the fact that even though we were 

debtors before, we are now no longer debtors thanks 
to God’s salvation. Paul did not mean that there was 
no one righteous even though Jesus Christ had 
blotted out all the sins of the world. The problem is 
that too many Christians have failed to understand 
the whole context of Romans 3:10 and missed its key 
message, basing their comprehension just on this one 
verse isolated from the whole passage. That is why 
they are living as sinners. 

In fact, these misguided Christians do not know 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. If they knew 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, they would 
have understood the overall message of Romans 
chapter 3, and they would have also grasped the core 
lesson of Romans chapter 8. It is written in Romans 
8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus.” This passage makes 
it unambiguously clear that we the true believers 
have absolutely no sin. The “condemnation” here 
refers to the condemnation of sin, and when the Bible 
says that there is no condemnation, it means that 
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whoever believes in the righteousness of Christ Jesus 
has no sin at all. Yet too many Christians are 
oblivious to this. 

Kerry, the man that I just told you about, had also 
thought that there was no one righteous on this earth. 
But now that he has received the remission of sins 
and become righteous, this was enough to make him 
utterly grateful and joyful. What’s more, he asked us 
to accept him as a coworker in our ministry, saying 
that he also wanted to preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. I am sure that Kerry is overwhelmed 
by joy just from encountering the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. He probably feels like walking on the 
clouds, for all the sins that had troubled him has now 
disappeared. As Kerry believes in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit fulfilled by Christ, God Himself, 
his heart has actually become sinless.  

This is enough to make him grateful, but how 
much more joy would he have once he realizes that 
he has put on the unsearchable blessings of Christ? 
The Apostle Paul here knew these blessings of 

Heaven coming from Christ, and if we also grasp 
these blessings like Paul did, then we can all thank 
God even amidst our difficulties. We would not only 
realize just how worthless the things of the world are 
compared to the things of the Kingdom of God, but 
we would also be compelled to thank God for the 
indescribable blessings that are found in Jesus Christ.  

 
 

We Have Put on Heavenly Blessings That 
Are Beyond Description 

 
Our salvation was not accomplished because we 

longed for it, but it was fulfilled solely according to 
the will of God the Father. It is God Himself who has 
achieved our salvation out of His own volition, all 
according to the eternal purpose that God 
accomplished in Jesus Christ. We neither longed for 
nor even thought about such great blessings. Yet 
through Jesus Christ, God has given us such 
unfathomable, great, and perfect blessings. I have 
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absolute faith in this, and I ask you all too also 
believe it.  

God’s grace is indeed beyond description, for it is 
unsearchable. Neither my limited vocabulary nor 
anyone else’s expression can ever describe this grace 
fully. What is clear, however, is that we will live 
forever in eternal happiness and blessings with the 
everlasting power to reign over the Kingdom of 
Heaven. God has granted all of us the right to live 
such an amazing life, and that is what we all believe.  

That is why Paul said that he considered the things 
of the world as rubbish (Philippians 3:8). This is true 
for me as well. Although I am still not able to 
consider the things of the world as rubbish as 
completely as Paul, at least I know that what’s in this 
world cannot be compared with what God has given 
me. God’s gifts are infinite, whereas the things of the 
world mean nothing.  

Paul wished us in Ephesians 3:18-19 that we “may 
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height—to know the 

love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may 
be filled with all the fullness of God.” This is what 
Paul wants from us. He wants us to realize that God 
has given us immeasurably abundant blessings in 
Christ. He is teaching us that God has given us the 
everlasting right to live and reign over the Kingdom 
of Heaven forever. All this came about according to 
the wisdom of God the Father. It is what God the 
Father Himself thought of; and through His Son 
Jesus Christ, the Father has not only made us His 
children and blotted out all our sins, but He has also 
delivered us from condemnation. God has made us 
His very own sons and daughters. That’s not all, for 
God has not only made us His children, but He has 
also blessed us to live forever in the Kingdom of 
Heaven with all the rights and privileges of the Lord 
as the children of God. These blessings are so great 
that words can never describe them all. 

It is amazing enough that we will never die but 
live happily forever, but as though this were not 
enough, God has even given us the power to rule 
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over the Kingdom of Heaven. Have you ever had any 
power to dictate everything to your own liking? Of 
course, God’s Church is not the place for any 
arbitrary exercise of power. Rather, it is a place 
where all of us ought to serve each other and cherish 
one another.  

But the power to rule over others entails 
tremendous influences. When a politician is elected 
and inaugurated as the president or prime minister of 
a country, he has the power to command the whole 
government and determine its policies. Power makes 
everything possible just with words. And God has 
given us such power. This blessed life is so beyond 
our comprehension that it can neither be measured 
nor fully appreciated. As a result, we are prone to 
think that we would be happy enough if God were to 
give us just a few blessings that we can see and feel 
more immediately. Many of us would be content if 
God would answer just three of our wishes like the 
genie in a bottle. Everyone on this earth wishes for 
this.  

In Jesus Christ, however, God has given us such 
great power and so many blessings that they can 
never be measured nor be counted. And it’s because 
these blessings are infinite that they cannot be 
measured, for we can neither fathom nor comprehend 
them as finite beings.  

The Apostle Paul declared in Romans 8:18, “For I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.” Like this, the abundant blessings 
that we have received from Jesus Christ are so 
amazing that our present sufferings are not even 
worthy of comparison. All of us can therefore live 
and prosper in Jesus Christ, for we have such hope. 
Whenever I find myself struggling, I also remember 
what God said in today’s Scripture passage. I can 
then thank the Lord and endure all my trials, for the 
blessings that the Lord has given me are so great. If I 
had not lived for the Lord nor faced any difficulties 
or trials, then I would not have been grateful to the 
Lord even after receiving His unsearchable blessings.  
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God said that He has given us such blessings as 
the “principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 3:10), and I believe in all this. If 
you are not that thankful enough for these blessing or 
can’t even remember them, then it’s because you are 
too content with the things of the world. But the 
world can never truly satisfy you. In fact, it’s 
precisely because life in this world is so hard that we 
wait for the day when we enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Because this promise will infallibly be 
fulfilled to us one day, and because such a blessed 
life will unfold before our own eyes, all of us should 
live by faith hoping for this day. 

The Apostle Paul was in prison when he wrote 
today’s Scripture passage. He had no freedom. So he 
thought about the immeasurably rich blessings of 
Christ. And because Paul thought about these 
blessings and knew that his heart was filled with 
them, he was not troubled at all even though he was 
imprisoned. He was always thankful no matter what 
happened to him. That is why, despite finding 

himself in prison, Paul was able to minister to the 
saints in Ephesus and bless them, saying, “May your 
hearts be filled with the unsearchable blessings of 
Christ.” Like Paul, all our hearts should be filled with 
God’s unsearchable blessings as His servants and 
workers living in this present age.  

These blessings do not require us to do something 
on our own to attain them, but they are received by 
faith for our enjoyment, for the Lord has given them 
to us freely. Jesus Christ our Lord has given us all 
these blessings, He fills all we desire in our minds 
and hearts, and He works in God’s Church to fulfill 
our every wish for us. So let us all trust in the Lord 
and thank Him. Your heart and mine are already 
filled with the abundant blessings of Christ.  

I give all my thanks to God!  
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Defend Your Faith in  
Your Life 

 
 

< Ephesians 4:1-6 > 
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 

beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.” 

 
 
We just read Ephesians 4:1-6 for today’s Scripture 

reading. The Apostle Paul said here in Ephesians 4:1, 
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 

walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called.”  

At the time the Apostle Paul wrote this, he was 
imprisoned for preaching the gospel, and so we can 
easily imagine just how grieved his heart must have 
been. When Paul was a free man, he was able to 
freely meet with the saints and share all the 
fellowship he wanted. But now that he was 
imprisoned, he could not do what he wanted to do, 
and his heart yearned even more to preach the gospel. 
We too should hold the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit dear to our hearts while we still can serve it. 
Yet I see that some of us don’t have such zeal, and 
this saddens me deeply. I am afraid that when the 
Great Tribulation comes, it will soon be impossible 
for us to serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
anymore. When this time comes, I know that we will 
regret over not serving the gospel now as diligently 
as we could have. Although our devotion and zeal for 
the gospel will be much greater than now, but when 
the time of the Great Tribulation comes it will be too 
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late.  
Just as the Apostle Paul said, “I, therefore, the 

prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of 
the calling with which you were called” (Ephesians 
4:1), it is now that all of us should walk worthy of 
the calling that we have received from the Lord.  

 
 

Realizing That the Lord Has Called and 
Saved Us, We Should Lead a Life That’s 
Worthy of His Calling 

 
The Apostle Paul admonished in Ephesians 4:2 to 

walk “with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love.” For 
us to work with all lowliness before God is to devote 
ourselves to Him by faith. Because God has called us 
out of the power of darkness to be His own children 
and entrusted us with His work, I have no doubt 
whatsoever that the work we are doing now is God’s 
precious work.  

The tasks entrusted to the righteous are different 
from one another. Each one of us has a different role 
to carry out God’s work, and to cherish every one of 
our workers is to be humble. Humility is not about 
lowering ourselves just outwardly and pretending to 
be humble, but it is all about cherishing each and 
every one serving the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and faithfully carrying out the task that has 
been assigned to each of us. 

Just as God commanded us to walk with all 
lowliness and gentleness, it’s imperative for us to 
respect one another and care for each other. We 
ought to cherish all who are serving the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, recognizing sincerely that 
without their labor, it would be impossible for any of 
us to serve the Lord. So even now, all of us should 
cherish and love one another. Paul often spoke about 
everyday life in addition to spiritual issues, and his 
key message for us is to treat one another with all 
lowliness and kindness.  

Among those who are now serving the gospel of 
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the water and the Sprit, can there be anyone who is 
precious in God’s sight? No, all who have received 
the remission of sins, defend their faith, and labor 
hard to spread the gospel are precious in God’s sight 
regardless of how high or low their church office 
may be. There is no one who is more precious than 
these saints. All of us who are serving the 
righteousness of God are His treasured workers. 
When God told us to walk with “all lowliness and 
gentleness,” He was teaching us to cherish one 
another. True gentleness is not about looking at 
others’ weaknesses and judging and condemning 
them. Far from it, it is all about cherishing them for 
laboring so hard to serve the Lord despite having so 
many weaknesses. In other words, God is teaching us 
to understand one another’s weaknesses and share 
fellowship with each other freely in love.  

From his prison, the Apostle Paul said to the saints 
in the Ephesian Church, “Walk with all lowliness and 
gentleness. If you really believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, do not mistreat one another.”  

The workers of righteousness abiding in God’s 
Church are in fact very gentle. But there is a certain 
order in God’s Church that may be difficult to 
comprehend from a human point of view. So, 
because of this spiritual order that’s in God’s Church, 
it’s actually those who are weak, whether physically 
or spiritually, who are respected even more in the 
Church. In God’s Church, the weaker saints with 
many shortcomings are served even more by their 
predecessors of faith. And it’s all because of the 
Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit that 
these fragile saints are now protected and served in 
God’s Church. 

Even if you happen to see a fellow saint’s fleshly 
weaknesses and this saint looks utterly worthless to 
you, you should have the eyes to see just how 
precious this saint is in God’s sight. Those who have 
such spiritual eyes are blessed. All of us have 
received the remission of sins from God, and all of us 
are indispensable to one another. If you don’t 
appreciate the importance of God’s workers and 
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saints and do not forgive their faults, then you will 
surely be rebuked by the Lord.  

Imagine that you were to drive out all the saints, 
saying that you don’t need any of them, and that you 
were to worship God by yourself in this big church 
building. You would then have to do everything by 
yourself, from cleaning the church to arranging the 
flowers, managing the sound system, and 
maintaining the heating system. If you were to do all 
these things by yourself, you couldn’t do them all 
even if you spent all your day. So it’s absolutely 
imperative for all of us to realize that we can spread 
the gospel of the water and the Sprit and serve God 
only if we are united together. We should also realize 
what a blessing it is that we have coworkers. When 
you look at your fellow saints preaching and serving 
God’s gospel, do you not see just how precious they 
all are? There is no reason why we can’t be humble 
to one another, nor is there anything that we can’t 
forgive from each other. All the righteous who have 
been born again by believing in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit must be able to recognize each 
other’s preciousness and cherish one another. That is 
why the Lord told us to walk with all lowliness and 
gentleness.  

The believers in the gospel of the water and the 
Sprit are gentle and meek, for they are God’s people. 
Although the righteous may sometimes express their 
feelings too rashly when they get angry in their flesh, 
at least their hearts are gentle before God. Young and 
old alike, there is no one who does not have any 
personal quarks or self-respect. Likewise, even the 
righteous can sometimes become quite hot-tempered 
in their stubbornness. Ultimately, however, they are 
all obedient to the will of God. Once they realize 
their mistake, they all submit themselves to the Word 
of God and follow it in unity. Of course, our human 
nature is fundamentally evil, stubborn and vile, but 
the people of God are treated gently all who follow 
and serve the Lord, particularly the weak. However, 
as far as those who stand against and blaspheme the 
gospel are concerned, far from treating them gently, 
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we sometimes change into ferocious lions to stand up 
to them.  

Why do you think the Apostle Paul wrote to the 
saints from the prison and admonished them to walk 
“with all lowliness and gentleness” (Ephesians 4:2)? 
That’s because it’s only worthy and fitting for us to 
cherish with all humility and kindness everyone who 
is serving the gospel in the Church, to fill each 
other’s weakness with our faith, to pool our strengths 
in the Lord to do good, and to serve His gospel and 
preach it to every soul. However, if there is anyone in 
God’s Church who boasts of his fleshly strength or 
tries to suppress the weak from his position of power, 
then we ought to stand up to all such people. Indeed, 
in God’s Church, it’s completely irrelevant how well 
educated you are or how high or low your social 
status is. God uses whoever obeys the Word of God 
by faith as His precious instrument. Once you come 
into God’s Church, you must cherish your fellow 
saints in Christ no matter how high your social status 
or church office is.  

 
 

However, There Are Some People in God’s 
Church Trying to Rule Over Everyone 
Even as They Have Not Been Born Again 
Yet  

 
Such people should realize just how long we the 

righteous have been enduring sinners. Even to this 
day, the righteous have devoted all their efforts to the 
preaching of the gospel of the water and the Spirit to 
sinners. However, it is in every sinner’s nature to try 
to destroy others both in body and spirit. Put 
differently, it is every sinner’s goal to enslave others 
and destroy them spiritually. Like this, there is a clear 
difference between the fruit of the born-again and the 
fruit of those who have not been born again.  

Of course, it’s true that even the born-again 
sometimes succumb to their fleshly weaknesses. 
However, the righteous still cherish one another, treat 
each other kindly, and abide by the spiritual order. 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

201   Defend Your Faith in Your Life 

 

The righteous know how to love one another. When 
the righteous get weary, they comfort and encourage 
one another in every way possible, sometimes 
breaking bread together, other times taking a rest 
with some tea; and once their strength is renewed, 
they all return to each of their positions to carry out 
God’s work.  

However, there are some people who get angry 
and lash out for no reason from time to time. But 
even when this happens, we must still try to 
understand one another, resolve any 
misunderstandings that we might have, admit each 
other’s mistake, and reconcile with one another in 
Christ. Whenever we see in us any weaknesses that 
we did not recognize before, we should admit them 
to God, apologize to everyone whom we might have 
hurt, and tolerate each other’s mistake in God’s love. 
This is how the righteous should lead their lives, for 
it is the fundamental foundation of every life of faith 
for all of us to become one united in the same faith in 
the righteousness of the Lord.  

Even among the righteous, there are some who 
lead and some who follow. But this does not mean 
that every sheep necessarily obeys the leader. In fact, 
there are so many sheep in God’s Church that are so 
stubborn. Nevertheless, the predecessors of faith 
patiently endure weaker members, and they also 
admitted their mistakes whenever they recognized 
them. Sometimes, even the weaker saints admit their 
mistakes and humble their hearts to accept the 
guidance of their predecessors of faith. This is how 
we come together in one heart by our common faith 
in our Lord. Indeed, once our spiritual lives of faith 
mature, we the righteous come to recognize how 
precious our predecessors of faith are, and at the 
same time, we also come to cherish those behind us 
following in our footsteps to serve the gospel by faith 
diligently despite receiving the remission of sins later 
than us. In this way, as we come to grasp how 
precious we are to one another, we are able to serve 
God in our lives.  

It’s for this reason that the Apostle Paul 
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admonished us to walk “with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love” (Ephesians 4:2). When we thus 
understand one another and embrace each other in 
Gods’ love and with faith, we are all made one. I am 
sure that you have also experienced this yourself.  

 
 

The Lord Commanded Us to Defend Our 
Faith in the Gospel of the Water and the 
Spirit 

 
Ephesians 4:3 says, “Endeavoring to keep the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” What binds 
us to one another to keep our unity of peace? What 
makes us one is the gospel power of the water and 
the Spirit through which the Lord has saved us from 
all our sins. This is how we are able to keep our 
salvation that’s been completed in the gospel Truth 
of the water and the Spirit, receive true peace, and 
enjoy true satisfaction, all by faith. Indeed, if we did 

not have the gospel of the water and the Spirit, then it 
would have been impossible for us to enjoy true 
peace, nor endure with longsuffering, nor be humble, 
nor be gentle, far less love one another. It’s all 
because we have the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that we can patiently endure and bear with all 
the difficulties of our lives. It’s because the Lord has 
blotted out all our sins once and for all with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Moreover, because 
our Lord has blotted out all our sins with the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, we could not only receive 
peace into our hearts as His believers, but we could 
also spread His peace. Thanks to the God-given 
peace, we have now become one.  

Admonishing us all to defend our faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Apostle Paul 
also said in Ephesians 4:4, “There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of 
your calling.”  

Is there more than one body of Christ? No, there is 
only one body of Christ. The body of Christ here 
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refers to the saints who constitute God’s Church. 
Jesus Christ is the Head of God’s Church, and as the 
members of this Church, we are the body of Christ. 
The Church of Jesus Christ is one body. Thanks to 
the salvation that the Lord has brought to us, we have 
all become one. There is also one Spirit, just as Paul 
said, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called in one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 
4:4).  

Jesus Christ has saved us through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, and He has now sealed our 
hearts with the Holy Spirit. In other words, God has 
sealed with the Holy Spirit each and every heart that 
has received the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit, 
in turn, has made us live in one hope. In short, God 
has blessed us to be united in one hope of entering 
His Kingdom.  

Paul then went on to say in Ephesians 4:5-6 that 
there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 

and in you all.” There indeed is only one Lord, and 
this Lord has saved us from all the sins of the world. 
The one and only Lord who has saved us from all our 
sins is none other than Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ 
had not saved us from all our sins through the gospel 
of salvation fulfilled with His water and blood, then 
we could never have been delivered from all our sins. 
Therefore, just as the Bible says, there is one Lord, 
one faith, and one baptism. Just as there is only one 
Lord who has saved us, there is only one faith by 
which all of us have reached our salvation, for we all 
believe in the same Lord through the same gospel. 
This faith is shared by all the saints abiding in God’s 
Church.  

There is also only one baptism that Jesus received 
for us. Is there any other baptism that Jesus Christ 
received to bear our sins? Or did He take upon our 
sins through any other way but His baptism? No, 
there was no other way but the baptism the Lord 
received from John the Baptist. There is therefore 
only one baptism that has washed away all our sins. 
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And because Jesus bore all our sins when He 
received this baptism, all our sins were passed onto 
Him.  

Have you ever unclogged a drain? While I was 
ministering at Changwon City, the drain in the back 
balcony of the church building got clogged once and 
caused so much trouble that I had to call in a plumber 
to get it unclogged. The church was located on the 
second floor of the building, and there was a private 
institute on the floor above the church. This institute 
had sent down a lot of waste through the drain there 
until it ended up clogging up the sewage pipes. The 
stoppage was so bad that I could not fix it myself, 
and so I had to call in a plumber. But even the 
plumber had trouble unclogging the system. At first, 
the plumber was going to charge me $30 for the job, 
but he soon wanted more money complaining how 
bad the clog was. So I offered him $50, and the drain 
was unclogged in less than a minute. I was very 
happy to see all the blocked sewage was now 
completely open.  

We must constantly listen to the gospel Word 
teaching us that Jesus accepted all our sins and took 
them all away by being baptized by John the Baptist. 
Whenever we listen to this Word on Jesus’ baptism, 
our hearts are completely unclogged from all the 
dross that blocks us. Your heart and mine then can 
share fellowship freely, just as water can flow freely 
when a blocked pipeline is cleared.  

Through what can our hearts share fellowship? It’s 
through our common faith in the baptism of Jesus 
that our hearts can commune with one another. It’s 
when we tell each other that all our sins were passed 
onto Jesus through His baptism that we can share 
fellowship with one another and see eye to eye 
tenderly and peacefully. And we can also preach the 
gospel to all whose hearts are still clogged, teaching 
them, “Just as all my sins were passed onto Jesus, all 
your sins were also passed onto the Lord. After all, 
your sins also belong to the sins of the world, and so 
this can only mean that your sins were passed onto 
Jesus as well. Each and every sin in this world, yours 
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and mine alike, was already passed onto the Lord.” 
Their hearts will then be unclogged and also 
communicate with the hearts of all the other born-
again saint in one holy community, just as the Bible 
says that there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” 
(Ephesians 4:5). 

What about God’s Church then? Can there be 
more than one? No, there can’t be more than one 
Church of God, just as the Bible says that there “is 
one body” (Ephesians 4:4). That there is one Lord 
and one God means that since we believe that Jesus 
Christ came to this earth as our Savior in obedience 
to the will of the Father, bore all our sins through His 
baptism, and died on the Cross in our place, there is 
only one Lord and one God for us. Although people 
worship many gods in this world, the divine Creator 
who made the whole universe and its hosts and saved 
us is the only true God. And whenever we say that 
this God is our God, it is premised on the fact that He 
is good and full of love. 

The Bible also says that our God is the “Father of 

all” (Ephesians 4:6). Who created everything in this 
universe, both visible and invisible? It’s God who 
made all things. God the Father is therefore above all 
as the absolute Creator. He is not lowly like us His 
creatures, but He is our Creator who is more exalted 
than all, our Savior, and our God, for it is He who 
made the whole universe and all its hosts.  

Paul also said in Ephesian 4:6 that our God is 
“through all.” When God created the universe and all 
things in it, man was no more than a lowly creature 
before God. You and I also belonged to such lowly 
creatures, but God the Father has made us one with 
Himself by sending His Son to this earth and saving 
us through this Son’s water and blood. Put differently, 
God has blessed us to have the status of His own sons 
and daughters through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

When the Bible says that God our Father “is 
above all, and through all, and in you all” 
(Ephesians 4:6), it means that God dwells in the 
hearts of all who have received the remission of sins. 
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Some philosophers espousing pantheism argue that 
everything in this world is a god, claiming that even 
sweepers, stones, the moon, the sun, and the seas are 
all divine creatures. But the God who fills this 
universe and dwells in your heart and mine is the 
only true God. And this true God is one with us, just 
as the Apostle Paul said, “There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). From where did 
we come? We came from God. All who are born of 
God are His people. In contrast, those who don’t 
believe in God exactly according to His work of 
salvation are not His people, but they are His 
enemies as the Devil’s servants.  

That is why the Apostle Paul admonished us to 
“[endeavor] to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). What does it mean 
for us to have the unity of the Spirit? It means that 
we have become one body. By believing that Jesus 

Christ was baptized, crucified to death, and 
resurrected from the dead on this earth to save us, we 
have received the remission of sins, and peace came 
into our hearts. It’s because we believe in this Truth 
that we have become members of God’s Church by 
being remitted from all our sins. Jesus is the Head 
and we are the members of His body. We have 
become one with Jesus Christ. Just as every part and 
every organ comes together to form one body, from 
your fingers to your toes, as the members of the same 
body, we cooperate with one another, complement 
each other, and unite with one another. In other 
words, each one of us is indispensible to one another. 
Although our need for each other may not be 
absolute, we still feel extremely lonesome when we 
don’t have each other, and even though we 
sometimes quarrel amongst ourselves, we still need 
one another. Whom do we need? We need each and 
every one of us.  

All of us need one another. Each and every one of 
us has become one body by one faith, for we all 
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cherish the Lord our Savior. In short, we need each 
other. The Apostle Paul spoke about the Church, 
about the kind of faith that must be kept by all who 
have reached salvation by receiving the remission of 
sins, and about how this faith should be defended. 
This is an extremely important subject. When the 
Apostle Paul said that there is “one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all” (Ephesians 
4:5-6), he was teaching us that we have become one 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit through our 
common faith in this true gospel.  

 
 

True Faith Cannot Spring Forth in Us If 
We Believe in Jesus While Leaving Out the 
Baptism He Received from John the 
Baptist  

 
The Apostle Paul and all the other Apostles always 

bore witness of the baptism of Jesus Christ whenever 
they preached the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 

never leaving it out. In spite of this, however, 
countless Christians in this age are preaching about 
Jesus while leaving out the baptism that the Lord 
received from John the Baptist in the Jordan River.  

You might know very well that the screen gate of 
the court of the Tabernacle had to be woven of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen 
(Exodus 27:16). Would it then have been lawful if 
Moses had ordered his craftsmen to weave the gate 
only with purple and scarlet thread and fine woven 
linen? The same analogy can apply to today’s 
Christians professing to believe in Jesus as their 
Savior. Many of them don’t believe in Jesus’ baptism 
as one of the pivotal elements that constitute the true 
gospel. The wrong faith of these misguided 
Christians is like an unlawful gate of the court of the 
Tabernacle that is woven only with purple and scarlet 
thread and fine woven linen. God will tear down such 
a wrong faith just as He would tear down such an 
unlawful screen gate. 

The Bible clearly teaches us that the dominion of 
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God is the realm of salvation that He has given us 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. In 
other words, the Lord told us clearly that we should 
never leave out His baptism or His blood on the 
Cross from the work of salvation that He has done 
for us to deliver us from all our sins. Yet still many 
Christians don’t even believe that Jesus is God 
Himself. All such people are no more than religious 
practitioners.  

Religious pluralists claim that there is more than 
one savior, arguing that Jesus is not the only Savior 
but anyone can be a savior, from Buddha to 
Confucius and Muhammad. These people teach their 
followers, “Reach Nirvana and become a god by 
yourself. Sanctify yourself to become a righteous 
person.” But these religious leaders are actually 
trying to rob our souls of our true faith in God to 
destroy us. They are nothing more than robbers; how 
could such liars ever save anyone? These so-called 
sages of the world and their followers are all nothing 
but thieves and robbers. Our Lord warned us about 

these robbers and said, “The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). No religious 
leader in this world can ever bring eternal life to 
anyone else; on the contrary, all the religious leaders 
are teaching their followers to reach their salvation 
through their own efforts. These people are not the 
preachers of the true Savior.  

In contrast, our Savior not only created the whole 
universe and all its hosts, but He Himself came to 
this earth to make us His very own people; He then 
bore all the sins of the world by being baptized by 
John the Baptist, shed His blood on the Cross, rose 
from the dead, and has thereby become our true 
Savior. Through the baptism He received from John 
the Baptist and the blood He shed on the Cross, Jesus 
has completely fulfilled our salvation from all our 
sins, and He has given everlasting life and the 
remission of sins to all of us who believe in this 
Truth. He has provided us with the way of salvation 
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to reach our deliverance by faith. As I just made 
mention of the secret revealed in the gate of the court 
of the Tabernacle, by realizing and believing in the 
Truth of the blue, purple, and scarlet thread and the 
fine woven line, we have been saved from all our sins.  

If we try to receive blessings from God by offering 
our own accomplishments or merits to Him, we will 
surely be hated by God. Jesus has already completely 
achieved our salvation through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, so that we would be able to be 
saved from all our sins by believing in the 
righteousness of God alone. Given this, if we still 
ignore God’s righteousness and try to come into His 
presence with our own righteousness, then far from 
being blessed, we will surely be cursed. None of us 
should ever behave so arrogantly like Cain. Our 
salvation is received only through our faith in the 
God-given gospel of the water and the Spirit. This is 
the only faith that’s approved by God. And even 
though we ourselves are full of shortcomings, the 
right faith demands us to follow the Lord’s Word in 

obedience and unite together.  
Some of the righteous still think that there is 

something more they have to do other than abiding in 
God’s Church and having faith in the Savior, but 
there is nothing else they need to do but have faith in 
God’s Word, and the only true faith is one that’s 
placed in the righteousness of God. How about you 
then? Whom do you believe? What do you believe? 
Where is your faith placed? We have faith in God 
and the gospel of the water and the Spirit. To save us 
from all our sins, the Lord came to this earth 
incarnated in the flesh of man, was baptized, died on 
the Cross, and rose up from the dead. He has thereby 
saved all of us who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit according to His will. Hence, we are 
washed from all our sins by believing that our Lord 
has blotted them all out by coming to this earth, 
being baptized by John the Baptist, dying on the 
Cross, and rising from the dead again. By thus 
believing in both the baptism of the Lord and His 
blood on the Cross, we are not only washed from all 
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our sins but also delivered from all their 
condemnation. There can be no gospel other than this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, nor can there be 
any salvation other than the one that’s reached by 
believing in this true gospel. 

A while ago, I received an email from someone in 
Costa Rica. This man said in the email that he knew a 
certain Evangelical pastor who had come to his 
country to preach the gospel there in 1986, and that 
this pastor’s teaching was almost identical to ours. 
He then divulged his own opinion and began to argue 
that the gospel preached by us was wrong. He might 
have heard from one of the Evangelicals who just say 
one is made righteous by believing in Jesus without 
really explaining exactly how the Lord has blotted 
out all our sins. But you have to realize here that 
these Evangelicals don’t believe in the baptism of 
Jesus, and their faith is too shallow. By the way, it 
was the Costa Rican’s belief that Jesus bore the sins 
of the world right after He was crucified to death, 
when God the Father had forsaken Him for three 

hours while darkness had descended. Of course, this 
man’s belief is completely wrong, but rather than 
ignoring and deleting his email, I decided to preserve 
it as a tool to testify the Truth.  

My fellow believers, God abhors the most such 
people who neither believe in His righteousness 
completely nor disbelieve completely. Just as it is 
written, “Because you are lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth” 
(Revelation 3:16), God vomits out such people. If 
anyone says that the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit is as right as the gospel of the blood of the 
Cross alone, then this person’s faith is wrong and 
preposterous. True faith can never have more than 
one gospel, just as the Bible say that there is “one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5).  

Why did the Apostle specifically say here that 
there is “one baptism”? That’s because all our sins 
were passed onto Jesus through the baptism He 
received from John the Baptist. Jesus could die on 
the Cross for us because He had borne all our sins in 
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the Jordan River, the River of Death, by receiving 
this baptism from John the Baptist. That’s because if 
John the Baptist had not passed all the sins of this 
world to Jesus through His baptism, then there would 
have been no reason for Jesus to be crucified to death. 
Therefore, if Jesus were not baptized by John the 
Baptist, His death itself would have been completely 
in vain and meaningless. Just as you can’t obtain any 
result unless you first understand and go through the 
process that’s required to produce this result, so long 
as today’s Christians remain ignorant of the baptism 
of Jesus and refuse to recognize it, they can never 
make Jesus’ blood on the Cross relevant to them. So 
it’s only a matter of course for me to emphasize 
Jesus’ baptism so much and so often.  

 
 
 
 

Jesus Accepted All the Sins of This World 
by Being Baptized by John the Baptist 

 
Jesus bore all our sins by being baptized by John 

the Baptist. He then carried all our sins to the Cross 
and was crucified to death. And now, as Jesus rose 
from the dead, He is sitting at the right hand of God 
the Father. This is how Jesus has become our Savior. 
He has become our true Savior testifying our 
salvation, for He is alive even now. It was to bear all 
our sins by being baptized that Jesus was born on this 
earth incarnated in the flesh of man for our salvation. 
And because Jesus was indeed baptized according to 
this purpose for which He was born as a Man, He 
could die on the Cross, rise from the dead, and 
become our Savior according to the plan of God the 
Father.  

Jesus had actually planned to do this work of our 
salvation long before actually carrying it out, and He 
implemented it according to His plan. He had 
promised to come to this earth as the Seed of a 
woman (Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 7:14), and just as He 
had promised, He indeed came to this earth 
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incarnated through a virgin named Mary, bore all the 
sins of the world by being baptized, and shed His 
blood to death on the Cross. Like this, just as He had 
promised us, God Himself was baptized by John the 
Baptist, shed His blood to death, rose from the dead 
again, and is alive now and forever. And because 
Jesus is alive even now, everything He did for us is 
real and effective forever, and He has become our 
true Savior.  

Just as the Apostle Paul said that there is one Lord, 
so is there is only one Savior for us. That’s why Jesus 
alone could save us from all our sins. Is there any sin 
in your heart then? No, there is no sin at all. Did your 
sins then disappear by believing just in Jesus’ blood 
on the Cross? No, all your sins were blotted by 
believing in both the baptism Jesus received from 
John the Baptist and the blood He shed on the Cross. 
It was only through this faith placed in both the 
baptism of Jesus and His blood on the Cross that we 
could wash away all our sins. Even now, there is only 
one faith and one gospel that can deliver everyone 

from all his sins, not two, and this gospel is none 
other than the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

How about you then? Do you have the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit that can save you from all 
your sins? Is your faith otherwise different from the 
rest of us? If your faith is different from ours, then it 
can only mean that you have sneaked into God’s 
Church without the right faith. Which faith stands 
against the righteousness of God? Who can be 
described as someone who has sneaked into Christ? 
They are those who believe in something else rather 
than believing only in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit as their salvation. These people will therefore 
bear the fruit of destruction, for their hearts remain 
sinful.  

God gave us a free will when He created us, and 
He has enabled us to reach our salvation by believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, so that “He 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth—in 
Him” (Ephesians 1:10). And by saving us through 
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the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Lord has 
made us God’s own children. This is the faith that 
enables us to be truly united with God. Our Lord said 
to all of us, “It is My desire to save you all from your 
sins and make you My children, so that you would 
enjoy the glory of Heaven as My sons and 
daughters.” This, my fellow believers, is the very 
plan of God and the ultimate fulfillment of His goal.  

 
 

The Lord Dwells in the Hearts of All Who 
Believe in the Gospel of the Water and the 
Spirit 

 
It’s absolutely imperative for all of us to believe in 

the baptism of Jesus and His blood on the Cross as our 
salvation from all our sins. We can share fellowship 
with one another only through this common faith. We 
should never emphasize or stress just the blood of 
Jesus. If anyone in God’s Church teaches anything 
else other than this faith in the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit, we must put a stop to all such people. If 
they still continue to hang on to their mistaken beliefs 
despite our admonishment, then we must break our 
relationship with them. If such people are ever found 
in God’s Church, we must either turn them around to 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit just as 
we do, or otherwise ask them leave God’s Church.  

It is entirely appropriate for us to stand against 
anyone who does not believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, the very gospel of God. If 
anyone does not believe in the gospel Truth of the 
water and the Spirit even though it is through this 
gospel that the Lord has saved us, then this person is 
standing against the righteousness of God with his 
own righteousness. The Lord also commanded us to 
“[endeavor] to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). So we can’t just 
watch idly if anyone in God’s Church does not 
actually obey this commandment and instead 
torments his fellow saints, insisting that he has been 
saved by believing in Jesus anyhow. We should find 
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out such wobblers and teach them to stand firm on 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. If they don’t 
obey us to the end, we have to cut them off from 
God’s Church boldly even though our hearts will be 
grieved. 

Because so many people nowadays are so ignorant 
of the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit, they 
do not even know who is saved and who is not. It is 
therefore crucial for us to draw a clear boundary line 
of faith with the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
and testify to everyone that salvation can be reached 
only inside this boundary. Whoever wants to come 
into this God-made boundary of salvation must go 
through the gospel gate of the water and the Spirit by 
faith. Anyone who does not come through this gate is 
not saved. All of us must believe in this God-
established law and practice it by faith.  

As we carry on with our lives of faith, it’s also 
necessary for us to record every testimony of 
salvation and every experience of faith to verify 
whether one’s faith is true or false. There are some 

people who dwell among us even though they have 
neither become one with us nor share with us the 
common faith in the gospel of the water and the Sprit, 
and these people spread around so much wickedness. 
We have seen and dealt with many such people. That 
is why it is necessary to record and document their 
testimonies for verification. While we can tolerate 
and bear with just about any fleshly weaknesses, we 
can’t overlook anyone whose faith in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is unclear and ambiguous. 
It’s absolutely indispensable for us to teach all such 
mistaken believers to believe firmly in the true 
gospel one by one or expose their true colors. Only 
then can we the believers in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit walk with Christ without stumbling.  

Everyone in God’s Church must live by the same 
faith of the true gospel, and therefore anyone whose 
faith in not placed in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit cannot help but reject the righteousness of God. 
If there are such people in God’s Church who don’t 
believe in His gospel of the water and the Spirit, then 
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the right thing for us to do is either drive them out of 
God’s Church or make them have the same faith as 
ours, no matter who they are. We should never 
tolerate so lightly anyone who has sneaked into 
God’s Church without actually believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. On the contrary, 
we should do everything possible to prevent such 
people from coming into God’s Church. 

The Apostle Paul admonished us to “[endeavor] 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3). What did the Apostle Paul tell us to 
keep? He told us to keep our faith in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, not anything else. God is 
teaching us here to believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit and defend this faith of ours. Some of 
you may then wonder, “Where did the Apostle Paul 
say here in this passage to defend the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? There is no mention of water or 
the Lord’s baptism anywhere.” But I am not speaking 
of the gospel of the water and the Spirit here 
according to my own interpretation, but I am talking 

about it because God Himself is speaking about this 
true gospel to us. Is the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit nowhere to be found in the Bible? No, it is 
written everywhere in the Scriptures. The gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is not just something that I 
advocate in whatever way I see fit. It’s only because 
so many people are spiritually blind that they can’t 
understand this true gospel even when they see it.  

When we look at our society, we see that it is 
sustained by the rule of law; likewise, in God’s 
Church too, there clearly is God’s law that sustains 
His Church. Moreover, as God’s law is different 
from any man-made system of law, it is forever in 
force. Although God tolerates all our weaknesses and 
bears with them patiently, there is one thing that God 
absolutely does not put up with. This is accepting 
another gospel other than the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. Therefore, unless we defend our faith in 
this gospel of the water and the Spirit that has 
brought to us the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, both our salvation and our peace will 
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disappear from our hearts.  
 
 

To Defend Our Faith in the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit Is to Keep Our 
Hearts’ Peace 

 
I am sure that you all know what peace is. Our 

Lord has given us peace just as He promised us. And 
because our God has saved us from all our sins 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we 
have received this true peace. However, even though 
God has given us peace, we will lose this peace if we 
fail to defend the gospel. So once we receive peace, 
it’s absolutely imperative for us to also defend this 
peace forever. That is why, to keep this peace until 
the end, we must have faith in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit.  

Anyone who wants to come into God’s Church 
must at least have this faith in the God-given gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Only such people of faith 

are recognized as our brothers and sisters. However, 
no matter how powerful anyone is, if this person does 
not believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
then he is a spiritual Gentile inevitably destined to be 
cast into hell. We ought to treat such people like any 
other Gentile and regard them as the lost sheep to 
whom we have to preach the gospel with patience 
and longsuffering. But if these people ever try to 
reign over us even as they don’t believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, we should never allow it. 
Such people should all be cut off and never be 
allowed to serve the gospel along with our brothers 
and sister and God’s servants. Since this is what God 
told us to do, that is what we must do not just for 
your sake and mine but for the sake of God’s Church 
also. We should all realize here that anyone who 
rejects the gospel of the water and the Spirit will be 
punished by God for sure.  

I once saw a TV documentary called In the 
Footsteps of Christ, which traced Paul’s missionary 
journey through Asia Minor to Macedonia including 
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the regions of Ephesus and Philippi located in what is 
now Turkey and Greece. Is there anyone there today 
who has the gospel of the water and the Spirit? No, 
there is no one. Why did this happen? It happened 
because once the Apostles in the Early Church era 
passed away, the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
was no longer testified by God’s servants, and 
therefore no one could prevent it from being 
corrupted.  

The Apostle Paul admonished us all, “That good 
thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in us” (2 Timothy 1:14). Here, Paul 
called the gospel of the water and the Spirit as “that 
good thing” rather than mentioning it directly. The 
Lord also told us to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, and this also refers to the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.  

The Bible is the Word of God written by the 
Apostles chosen by Him and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore, the Bible is not only priceless as a 
literary and historical writing, but it is also absolutely 

flawless as the Word of Truth that gives the right 
faith to the soul. Even the most renowned writers and 
poets in this world cannot ever come even remotely 
close to the beautiful Word of God written in the 
Scriptures. The gospel Truth of the water and the 
Spirit has made us one and enabled us to live by faith, 
and all of us must believe in this wonderful and 
priceless Truth. 

Nowadays it’s quite common to come across 
movies depicting Jesus’ life, but most of these movies 
end with a predictable lesson extolling virtue and 
condemning wickedness, propagating the notion that 
whoever believes in God is blessed while whoever 
does not believe is cursed. But who could ever receive 
the remission of sins by watching such a movie? It 
would have been so great if at least one of these 
movies provided a more accurate and fuller account of 
Jesus’ baptism and explained what Jesus meant when 
He said to John the Baptist, “It is fitting for Me to be 
baptized by you to accept all sins and fulfill all 
righteousness.” People could have then received the 
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remission of sins just from watching this one movie.  
There is a passage in Proverbs that says, “The rich 

man’s wealth is his strong city; the destruction of the 
poor is their poverty” (Proverbs 10:15). People don’t 
believe in what the poor say no matter how vocal 
they are. But when one’s words are accompanied by 
concrete material benefits, these words are more 
easily accepted. That’s why we are giving away our 
books freely to people all over the world to share our 
love with them and preach the gospel throughout the 
whole wide world. And this is how these people all 
over the world can receive the remission of their sins 
just by reading one of our gospel books. 

It’s absolutely imperative for all of us to not only 
continue to carry out this work of spreading the 
gospel, but also defend our faith until the very end. 
We must defend this faith until the end at all costs 
because the crown of victory will be awarded only to 
those who do so. Even if you have preached the 
gospel all over the world, but if you’ve lost your own 
faith, you then have lost your peace; if you’ve lost 

this peace, then you have lost your life; and if you’ve 
lost your life, then you have nothing to look forward 
to but curses. It is therefore most important for you to 
defend your faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit until the very end. You and I must realize just 
how truly precious and wonderful the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit is, and we must all defend our 
faith in this gospel.  

Let me also add here that I love you all. There is 
no one whom I don’t love. I love not only you, who 
are gathered here right before my eyes, but all our 
ministers and saints throughout God’s Church all 
over the world, and even those who are standing 
outside the Church. Indeed, it’s precisely because we 
love all these lost souls that we care so deeply about 
them and sometimes feel so frustrated by their 
stubbornness. For us to defend our faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit until the end, we must 
have mercy on all such non-believers and consider 
them as the pitiful souls that desperately need us to 
preach the gospel to them. At the same time, we also 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

219   Defend Your Faith in Your Life 

 

need the faith that can help us stand up to anyone 
who has sneaked into God’s Church with a false 
gospel. 

Do you believe unwaveringly that there is one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism, just as the Apostle 
Paul taught us here in today’s Scripture passage? 
Indeed, all of us gathered here believe so, for we 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

 
 

We Must Believe in the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit and Defend This 
Faith Until the End of the World 

 
We spent some time today to reflect on the faith 

that Paul taught us. We could see clearly from 
today’s Scripture reading that the Apostle Paul 
preached nothing but the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. The gospel of the water and the Spirit 
proclaims the baptism of Jesus and His blood on the 
Cross. It is based on this gospel of the water and the 

Spirit that the Apostle Paul preached the Word of 
God. The gospel of the water and the Spirit is the 
Truth of salvation that Jesus has given us personally. 
Jesus Himself said that no one can see the Kingdom 
of God far less enter it unless he is born again of 
water and the Spirit (John 3:5). 

Like this, the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
that the Lord has taught us is undeniably from the 
Word of God. So how could anyone claim to have 
received the remission of sins without even believing 
in this genuine gospel of the water and the Spirit? If 
we assume that there are around 1.5 billion Christians 
around the world, more than 1,499,990,000 of them 
now believe in Jesus without any understanding of 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. And since 
these misguided Christians do not know the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, they have not actually been 
saved from their sins. I’m not saying this because our 
gathering is somehow picky, but only because God 
Himself has decreed that one shall enter His 
Kingdom only if he is born again of water and the 
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Spirit, and I’m just applying this law of salvation to 
today’s Christians. Only when we actually apply the 
law of salvation concretely can we really discern 
those who have truly been saved from so many 
nominal Christians who just call on the name of the 
Lord and profess to believe in Jesus without true faith 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. After all, the 
Lord Himself said, “Many are called, but few are 
chosen” (Matthew 22:14). This means that although 
anyone can believe in Jesus, not just anyone can 
actually receive salvation by calling on His name.  

In whom did God choose us? He chose us in Jesus 
Christ. How has Jesus Christ saved us from all our 
sins? He has saved us through His water and blood. Is 
it then right to say that Jesus bore the sins of the world 
right before His death on the Cross, when darkness 
had descended and Jesus had been forsaken for three 
hours, as the Costa Rican man that I told you about 
earlier in my sermon argued in his email? No, that is 
not right at all.  

If you still do not believe in the gospel of the 

water and the Spirit, then I ask you to believe in this 
gospel even now with all your heart. You can enjoy 
peace in this true gospel only if you believe in it, 
defend it, and preach it until the end no matter what. 
Indeed, even though most people don’t realize it, this 
gospel has in fact brought true peace to all of us. 
How could we have ever obtained this peace without 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit? Could we have 
ever found any peace anywhere else but this gospel? 
No, of course not! On the contrary, you should 
realize here clearly that if you ignore this gospel and 
fail to keep it, then you will not only lose your peace 
but also be cursed for sure.  

If we don’t believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, or if we fail to keep this gospel until the 
end even after believing it, then we will all surely 
face eternal death. That is why we should never let is 
slide by if we see anyone in our Church advocating 
any other faith than the one that’s placed in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. We must do this 
for the sake of each and every one of us, so that none 
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of us would ever perish but all of us would defend 
our true faith until the very end. It’s because we 
ourselves would lose our peace and perish for sure if 
we tolerate such faithless people to stay in God’s 
Church. What would happen if someone here stood 
up now and said, “Jesus’ baptism isn’t that important, 
since it’s just by dying on the Cross that He has 
saved us perfectly”? Wouldn’t it shatter our peace? 
Of course it would! As we all know, it’s because 
Jesus was baptized in the first place that He could 
also shed His blood on the Cross. So, if we neglect 
such people saying nonsense out of their sheer 
ignorance of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
then countless people will end up falling into 
destruction as a result. The consequences of this 
neglect are as predictable and devastating as the 
consequences that you would face if you kept on 
drinking and smoking without a care even as it is 
killing you.  

My fellow believers, I cannot emphasize enough 
just how absolutely important it is that you defend 

the faith you now have in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. You must defend your faith for no one 
else’s sake but yourself. And to do so is how you can 
help other souls, and it is also how you can serve the 
righteousness of God. So it is absolutely imperative 
for you to keep the right faith you now have, which is 
another way of saying that you must defend your 
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. If you 
instead look down on the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that you now have, just as Esau sold off his 
birthright for a mere bowl of lentil stew, then you 
will also end up losing all the blessings of God. 
Would you then say like Esau, “Since I am the first 
son and the eldest brother, it’s in my birthright to 
inherit all the wealth of my father? But I will give it 
all up to you if you just give me a bowl of lentil 
stew”? When Esau returned from hunting, he was so 
hungry that all that he could think of was food, and 
when he came back home, he saw his little brother 
Jacob cooking lentil stew. Esau lunged at this like a 
starving beast, sold off his birthright to Jacob for just 
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a bowl of lentil stew, gobbled up the stew, and along 
the way sent his own birthright down the drain. I am 
sure that you all know what happened next: Because 
of this, Esau lost all his blessings to Jacob. Just as 
Esau was cursed for despising his birthright, you will 
also receive nothing but every curse of God if you 
despise the gospel of the water and the Spirit and end 
up forsaking it.  

Because we believe in the God-given gospel of the 
water and the Sprit, we can inherit all the blessings of 
the Father and all His power, and we can also inherit 
faith. Given this fact, how foolish would it be if we 
were to sell off our birthright just for a bowl of lentil 
stew like Esau? So we can never give up the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, just because someone tempts us 
with some worldly values. And that is why we are 
preaching this gospel even now rejecting all social 
values as mere rubbish, just as the Apostle Paul had 
done. And we will never give up the precious 
treasure that we have in our hearts. 

We are about to go through some reorganization 
once more and make some changes, but regardless of 
these changes we will continue to serve the gospel no 
matter what. We have to do our best to fulfill the 
responsibility that the Lord has entrusted to us, and to 
do so, we must unite ourselves with one another by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We cannot therefore afford to tolerate anyone who 
causes God’s saints to stumble by teaching them 
anything other than the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. If there are such people among us, then we 
must point out their fallacy for everyone to see and 
prevent the true gospel from being corrupted.  

The Truth cannot be stopped even if someone tries 
to force me into silence. Regardless of what happens 
to me, our gathering will continue to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit ceaselessly. So I 
am determined to denounce even more loudly 
everything that’s false and fallacious. Just as an even 
greater flame of the gospel was ignited in the Church 
of Jerusalem after James was martyred, I believe that 
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when we face trials and tribulations, our faith will be 
strengthened even more and the gospel will work 
even more wondrously. So let us all give thanks to 
God, defend the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
until the end, and faithfully carry out the gospel work 
united by our one common faith.  
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Emulate God  
As His Beloved Children 

 
 

< Ephesians 5:1-2 > 
“Therefore be imitators of God as dear 

children. And walk in love, as Christ also has 
loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 

 
 

God’s Church Is the Body of Christ 
 
The Apostle Paul said in today’s Scripture passage, 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And 
walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling aroma” (Ephesians 5:1-2). Paul is 
teaching us here that just as Jesus Christ sacrificed 
Himself for us, all our saints, ministers, and 

coworkers should also walk in God’s love. This is an 
extremely important lesson for us.  

Earlier in Ephesians 4:16 the Apostle Paul said, 
“The whole body, joined and knit together by what 
every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.” 
Jesus Christ is the Head of God’s Church, and the 
Church is the body of Christ. To illustrate this, take a 
look at your own body. Not only does it have 
numerous joints, bones, and muscles that give you 
mobility and strength, but the whole body is also 
wired into the nervous system, from your head to the 
tip of your toes. So when your brain sends out an 
order, it is transmitted through the spinal cord to 
reach every body part, dictating how it should move 
and what it should do. Likewise, when the Lord 
commands us as the Head of God’s Church, each and 
every member of the Church does as commanded by 
the Lord. That is why the Lord said regarding God’s 
Church that the saints are “joined and knit together 
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by what every joint supplies” (Ephesians 4:16).  
Like this, all the members of God’s Church are 

indispensable to one another. If you are missing even 
just a single joint in your finger, the whole finger is 
rendered useless. There must be a joint that connects 
your finger to your hand; your hand must be 
connected to your arm, and your arms to your 
shoulder. Like this, there is no body part that is 
dispensable, but every part must be connected 
thoroughly to your body. Every part doing its share is 
joined together to form your whole body.  

 
 

Likewise, All the Saints Are Indispensable 
to One Another 

 
In God’s Church, all its members are supposed to 

carry out their share of work from each of their 
assigned positions. That is why God told us to have 
true faith in Christ and walk in love. If we really 
cherish each other wholeheartedly, and if we really 

believe that Jesus is our Savior who has delivered us 
from all our sins and trespasses, then we have indeed 
become one through our common faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Just as the Bible says that 
there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all” (Ephesians 4:5-6), all of us 
believe in one God.  

By believing that Jesus Christ has saved us from all 
our sins through His ministry of the water, the blood, 
and the Spirit, we have become one body of God. If 
we really are God’s people and one family, then we 
would all walk in love and try to edify one another 
instead of hurting each other. We would also pool our 
strength to serve the will of Jesus Christ our Head. If 
we decide to cherish one another to serve the true 
gospel like this in our lives, then we would face no 
problem at all. In contrast, if we succumb to 
selfishness to only care about our individual well-
being, then we would face a huge spiritual problem.  

What should we do to avoid this then? All that we 
have to do is just help one another and faithfully 
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carry out the task God has assigned to each of us 
according to our faith. Indeed, it is only proper that 
we should all devote our lives to Christ no matter 
what, living for the spreading of the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit and the work that is pleasing to 
God. When all of us are thus united together and 
carry out God’s righteous work in unity, we will find 
encouragement from one another and faithfully fulfill 
all the tasks God has entrusted to us.  

 
 

The Lord Commanded Us to Walk in Love 
 
The love that God has shown us is exceedingly 

good. The love between fellow human beings is also 
good. Even when it comes to our human relationships, 
it is far better for us to love one another than hate and 
envy each other. Because none of us can live for the 
spreading of the gospel of God by oneself, it is fitting 
that we should all unite our strength together. Indeed, 
it is beautiful in the Lord’s sight when we pool our 

strength together to serve Him, as it is written,  
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 

133:1) 
However, there are some people among us who are 

serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
unwillingly. The Bible says, “So let each one give as 
he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9:7). It’s true that we are carrying out the 
Lord’s work because this is what He commanded us 
all to do, but we ought to serve Him not just out of a 
sense of duty but willingly out of thanksgiving, 
trusting in His righteousness with all our hearts. That’s 
because when the Lord came to this earth to save us 
from all our sins, He was baptized by John the Baptist 
and gave up His body on the Cross for our sake. Just 
as the Lord has saved us from all our sins, we ought to 
serve Him by faith in our lives so that others would 
also be saved from their sins, and this is what it really 
means to carry out the Lord’s work.  
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The Lord commanded us to serve the gospel in 
love. If you want to walk in love, then you must 
devote your life to God. And you must guide others 
carefully so that they may also live for God. If a 
church leader ministers just to ensure the material 
prosperity of his congregation, then this leader’s 
ministry is all useless. Every leader must therefore 
lead the saints onto the spiritually right path and 
share fellowship with them so that they may live 
properly for God.  

The whole body must do as commanded by the 
head. If we pool our strength together for God and 
serve Him, dedicating our lives to Him according to 
each talent, then God will surely bless us and protect 
us all. That is why all of us must live according to 
God’s commandments in obedience to His will. The 
Word of God commands us to walk in love, and only 
those of us who truly have faith in the righteousness 
of God can live according to this Word. And this is 
possible only if we abide in God. Jesus is the vine, 
and we are the branches; and just as the branches that 

abide in the vine can bear fruit, only those who trust 
in God and follow Him can walk in love and dedicate 
their lives to Him. Therefore, if your predecessors of 
faith are leading you and sharing fellowship with you 
in such love, you should count it as a tremendous 
blessing.  

However, there are many people who follow the 
things of the flesh even as they call themselves 
Christians. God said in Galatians 5:19, “The works of 
the flesh are evident,” and then proceeded to list all 
kinds of sins. It’s when Christians follow the desires 
of the flesh that they end up giving rise to heresy. In 
contrast, if we really walk in God’s love, then we 
would never follow the things of the flesh but always 
follow the will of God no matter what happens to our 
flesh. Following God’s will, sharing fellowship with 
one another in His providence, leading each other to 
obey His will, pooling our strengths together to serve 
the Lord, and praying for this work—this is what it 
means to walk in God’s love.  
It Is Extremely Important for You to Live  
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According to the Will of God 
 
Ephesians 5:1 says, “Be imitators of God as dear 

children.” Just as Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself for 
us to blot out all our sins and give us new life, the 
true imitators of God share fellowship with each 
other in love, guide one another, and strengthen each 
other so that they may together serve the gospel in 
their lives. So, whenever you share fellowship with 
the saints, it is never good for you to just counsel 
them on fleshly affairs. Good fellowship is one that 
guides you spiritually so that you would be able to 
live for God. Those who walk like this are those who 
walk in God’s love. How are your predecessors of 
faith leading you spiritually? Do you have such 
leaders who share fellowship with you and guide you 
to follow God faithfully, rather than just leading you 
to seek fleshly matters? If you have such leaders, 
then you should consider yourself blessed beyond 
description.  

It is our fundamental human nature to wish to 

follow fleshly matters. If left alone, we would all 
follow nothing but the flesh, and on top is this, Satan 
is always trying to incite us to follow worldly matters. 
What would happen if we succumb to his 
temptation? The end result is as predictable as the 
suns rising: We would all end up perishing. Anyone 
who departs from God to follow just his own flesh 
will surely perish in the end. Whoever leaves God to 
follow the flesh will be cursed, and anyone who is 
thus cursed will ultimately be cut off from all 
blessings. Such people will also be cut off from 
God’s Church. If your relationship with God’s 
Church is terminated, then your relationship with 
God Himself is also over.  

Jesus said to us, “I am the vine, you are the 
branches” (John 15:5). And He also said that He is 
the Head of the Church and we are His body. 
Therefore, if we leave the Church, we will perish 
right away, for we will no longer have its guidance. 
One of our coworkers told us about a movie titled 
Dead Man Walking. This movie deals with one nun’s 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

230   Emulate God as His Beloved Children 

 

struggle to help a convicted death row inmate to 
come to terms with his imminent execution. Our 
coworker used this movie as an illustration to 
enlighten the lost souls on their imminent spiritual 
death, pointing out that whoever is not yet born again 
by believing in the true gospel of the water and the 
Spirit is actually a “dead man walking.”  

Actually, anyone who lives in whatever way he 
wants is already dead in God’s sight. When an arm is 
cut off from the body, it can still twitch momentarily. 
But is this arm really alive just because it’s 
twitching? No, it’s already dead. Likewise, even 
though someone who departs from God’s Church and 
gets separated from Jesus Christ may try to live by 
faith at first, this person will ultimately perish; for he 
is cut off from God’s Church and no longer has its 
guidance.  

It’s very important for you to consider carefully 
whether or not you really have someone guiding you 
to follow and serve God. And you must also ask 
yourself whether or not your church leaders and your 

predecessors of faith are teaching you to serve God 
rather than themselves. Your church leaders may 
occasionally admonish you to serve the Lord once, 
but if what they really want from you is to follow and 
serve them, then you ought to reject them. There was 
a certain minister in one of our branch churches who 
actually behaved like this. This pastor got very upset 
whenever the saints wanted to contribute financial 
resources to our Mission. He preferred to see all the 
offerings go to his own church, and he would rather 
have the members of his church give him gifts or 
even money for his own personal use. Such a person 
is a wage earner rather than a minister in God’s 
Church. Even the ministers leading God’s Church 
cannot use the Church’s financial resources in 
whatever way see fit; rather, they must always ask 
God what the best way in using the money is.  

When my birthday comes around, I sometimes 
receive financial gifts from some of our brothers and 
sisters. I appreciate it very much; after all, who 
wouldn’t be happy to receive money? What’s really 
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important, however, is how this money is spent. It 
would obviously be a great mistake if I were to order 
you, “It’s my birthday, and so give me some money!” 
Whenever I need money, I do not hesitate to explain 
to the treasury in charge of church finances why I 
need the money. Since I spend the money only to 
serve the gospel of the water and the Spirit, my 
conscience is always clear. But if I were to collect 
your offerings and spend them just for myself, then 
this would be a serious problem.  

 
 

The Lord Commanded Us to Walk in Love 
 
If you have someone guiding you and sharing 

fellowship with you so that you would serve God, 
someone who rebukes you when you go astray and 
holds you steadfast always so that you would never 
leave the Church, then this person is the one who 
really loves you. This person is not out to harm you, 
but he is someone who truly loves you.  

The Lord clearly said to all of us, “Walk in love” 
(Ephesians 5:2). If you walk in love in obedience to 
this commandment, then you will surely maintain 
your peace with God, commune with Him, and be 
blessed by Him as well. Because we have first put on 
God’s love, we must be His imitators and love others 
as well, just as the Apostle Paul said here, “Be 
imitators of God as dear children” (Ephesians 5:1). 
And when our fellow saints admonish us to the right 
path, we ought to listen to them and follow their 
counsel.  

The same requirement applies to me as well. 
Whenever our ministers have any advice for me, I 
listen to them carefully and agree if their counsel is 
compelling. If I say something wrong in my mistaken 
thought, our ministers point it out to me. And when 
they share their opinions with me, I listen to them 
attentively. I recognize that I could be wrong, and so 
I ask them to speak out their minds; I listen to them 
carefully, and if their suggestion is right, then I 
accept it without any hesitation. That is God’s 
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wisdom. Since these exchanges take place not for any 
selfish reasons but for the sake of God, there is no 
need for me to feel that my pride is hurt, but just 
accept good advice to find the most fitting and best 
way.  

The same principle applies to you also. Whenever 
someone shares fellowship with you so that you 
would live for God, you should accept this 
admonishment by faith. Even if you are too weak to 
follow the admonishment right away, once you 
accept it into your heart and faith springs forth, you 
will eventually have the strength to follow the 
admonishment. And when you thus accept your 
fellow saints’ admonishment by faith, you will be 
blessed by God. So I ask you to accept the 
admonishment of your fellow saints so long as it is 
for God. If the admonishment is for God, the Lord 
will strengthen you to follow it. So we can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens us. That is why the 
Apostle Paul admonished us to be imitators of God as 
His dear children.  

Isn’t it because we have received God’s love 
before others that we can share this love them? 
Indeed, it’s precisely because you and I have put on 
God’s love first that we also love everyone else. Do 
we somehow love each other even though we have 
not put on this love of God? No, of course not! The 
love that we share with one another is of Christ; it is 
Christ who has saved us; it is also through Christ that 
we share fellowship with one another; and all this is 
done for the sake of Christ. To walk in love is not 
only for our own sake, but it is also for the sake of 
others and Christ. So it’s very important for us to 
listen attentively to what the Apostle Paul is 
admonished us in today’s Scripture passage.  

The Lord said that the body of Christ edifies itself 
in God’s love (Ephesians 4:16). For us to abide by 
our faith in God, trusting one another and uniting 
together in the love that God has bestowed upon us, 
is to truly edify the body of Christ in love and follow 
and serve the Lord. You and I are also carrying out a 
particular task that has been entrusted to each of us, 
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and this too is done to imitate Christ, all because we 
have put on God’s love. 

Every Christian must obey the commandments 
coming from above—that is, each and every God-
spoken Word. That God has revealed Himself to us 
means that He has opened His Word and shown His 
will to us through it. It is through His Word that God 
has disclosed and manifested His will, and the 
Christian faith is all about listening to this Word, 
realizing God’s will and His pleasure from the Word, 
and walking in obedience to the Word. In contrast, 
worldly religions are all about worshipping the god 
of one’s own making. 

How about you then? Are you a beloved child of 
God? Are you an imitator of God? Are you walking 
in God’s love? All of us must walk in God’s love. 
Even though we may not have much to offer in terms 
of material means, we are walking in the real love, 
that is, we are helping one another spiritually. There 
are countless people in this world who claim to be 
helping others when in fact they are just hurting them. 

In contrast, we cherish others wholeheartedly. We do 
so not just for our own sake, but for the sake of 
Christ Jesus. For us to help others to follow Christ 
and receive God’s blessings is to walk in God’s love.  

Who spoke of love? It’s God. If there is anyone in 
this world who can speak of love and practice it, let 
him step forward. How could any human being ever 
discuss any genuine love? True love is God’s love. 
God’s love is the real love that He has bestowed on 
us by sacrificing Himself for our sake.  

Are we really walking in love? How are we 
sharing fellowship with one another? Are the people 
sharing fellowship with you doing so to help you live 
for Christ? If you have such people sharing this kind 
of fellowship, do you really know how grateful you 
should be to them? Regardless of whether they are 
your fellow brothers and sisters or God’s servants, 
you ought to be thankful to all who share their 
fellowship with you to help you live for God.  

 
The Rich Fellowship Shared in God’s 
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Church Is What Sustains Us 
 
Even though our gathering is small, I have every 

confidence that all our affiliate churches throughout 
Korea and beyond are helping and edifying one 
another. We are nothing if we are scattered around to 
be alone. Do you think you can do anything you want 
outside the Church just because you have been 
saved? No, without the Church, Satan will devour 
you in no time.  

It’s not so difficult for the Devil to bring spiritual 
destruction even to the saints. In fact, destroying the 
soul is actually quite simple for Satan. All that the 
Devil has to do is just add some poison when a 
sermon is preached, and once you swallow this 
poisoned sermon, you will perish right away. Food is 
not the only thing that can be poisoned. Nor is poison 
found just in certain ideologies. Even a sermon can 
be poisoned by misquoting the Word of God. And if 
the Word of God is poisoned, all the righteous will 
perish for sure.  

Take a look around yourself and see if you really 
have fellow members of the Church teaching you in 
love, guiding you to the right way, and sharing their 
fellowship with you so that you would abide in the 
Church and follow the Lord faithfully. And be 
thankful that there are such fellow saints around you. 
The very fact that you have such caring members of 
the Church should make you grateful enough.  

Brother Lim is no longer with us as he was 
recently drafted into the military. How do you feel 
now that brother Lim is gone? Don’t you think that 
he would have a hard time as he can’t share 
fellowship with us anymore in his army life? Of 
course, he will have the companion of his fellow 
soldiers, but they will only talk to him about worldly 
matters. It will be next to impossible for brother Lim 
to really share his heart with anyone because there 
are no born-again saints there. And he might miss us 
badly whenever he wants to share spiritual talks with 
us to his heart’s content. 

Indeed, it’s only because we are abiding in the 
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Church with the same heart after receiving the 
remission of sins that we can share fellowship from 
heart to heart. Nothing could be more wonderful than 
the fact that we are able to share our hearts with one 
another. So you and I ought to be united in love, walk 
in love, follow the Lord in love, and emulate Him in 
love. Just as Christ sacrificed Himself to save us, all 
of us ought to also help and edify each other.  

It’s written in Hebrews 13:9, “It is good that the 
heart be established by grace, not with foods which 
have not profited those who have been occupied with 
them.” As this passage teaches us, your heart and 
mine should indeed be strengthened by the true grace 
that God has bestowed on us, rather than trying to 
edifying one another through our own merits or 
material means. We must establish our hearts by 
believing in God’s love and the salvation He has 
brought to us.  

It is God who keeps us, guides us, and protects us; 
it is God who has placed us in His Church, made us 
serve Him, and blessed us to grow strong in the 

Church so that we would live for the Lord; and this 
God has told us to be strengthened in His blessings. 
So let us all be strengthened in faith. And let us all 
walk in God’s love and abide in Him by faith.  
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Do Not Partake in  
The Sins of the World 

 
 

< Ephesians 5:1-14 > 
“Therefore be imitators of God as dear 

children. And walk in love, as Christ also has 
loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. But 
fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 
let it not even be named among you, as is fitting 
for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but 
rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no 
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive 
you with empty words, for because of these things 
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with 

them. For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for 
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth), finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of 
those things which are done by them in secret. But 
all things that are exposed are made manifest by 
the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 

Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise 
from the dead, And Christ will give you light.’” 

 
 
Today’s Scripture reading shows that the Apostle 

Paul was ministering to the saints in the Church of 
Ephesus. He spoke to them about how they ought to 
abide by their knowledge of and faith in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, what they ought to be careful 
of, and for what and how they ought to live. To 
nurture the flock there, Paul said to the Ephesian 
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saints, “Therefore be imitators of God as dear 
children” (Ephesians 5:1). 

 
 

Be Imitators of God as His Beloved 
Children 

 
Ephesians 5:1 is a brief but crucial passage: 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.” 
That’s because this passage shows clearly how we 
ought to live. Since God has told us here to be His 
imitators, we need to examine here first who God 
really is and what His attributes are.  

The Lord is the Son of God in Heaven. Although 
Jesus is God Himself, He loved us so much that He 
personally came to this earth and laid down His life 
for us. By thus sacrificing Himself, He has remitted 
away all our sins. Like this, the Lord is our Savior 
who has made us righteous. 

Moreover, the Lord has saved us not only from the 
sins of the world, but also from the condemnation of 

sins and destruction. He had come to this earth to free 
us from all our sins, and by offering Himself to God 
the Father, He has blotted out all our sins; and the 
Lord has thereby delivered us from all the 
condemnation, curses, and destruction that we had to 
face for our sins. As we have thus received the 
remission of sins and been delivered from our 
destruction, curses, and condemnation thanks to the 
Lord, we have now become God’s own children, and 
we have also received all the spiritual blessings 
enjoyed by the children of God. In short, the Lord 
has adopted us as God’s children so that we would 
receive and enjoy all the spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places. 

Remember what the Apostle Paul said to the saints 
in the Church of Ephesus. He said that they ought to 
be imitators of God. What does it then mean to 
imitate the Lord in our lives and emulate what He has 
done for us on this earth? It means only one thing: 
The Apostle Paul is admonishing us to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit in our lives.  
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There was a preceding servant of God before us 
who had lived solely for the spreading of the gospel 
in imitation of Jesus Christ, and this servant of God is 
none other than the Apostle Paul who wrote today’s 
Scripture passage. This implies then that if we imitate 
the Apostle Paul, we would imitate Jesus Christ 
Himself. Paul devoted all his life in spreading the 
true gospel of the water and the Spirit to every nation 
of the then known world. In emulating Paul, all of us 
should also dedicate all our hearts and devotion to 
spreading the gospel of the water and the Spirit day 
and night.  

What did the Lord want to do for us when He 
came to this earth? He wanted to blot out all your 
sins and mine. What did He then do to eradicate all 
our sins? He sacrificed Himself for us. God had 
sacrificed Himself to give us heavenly blessings. 
Therefore, all of us who have received the remission 
of sins ought to also sacrifice ourselves to preach this 
gospel of the water and the Spirit to those who still 
have not been remitted from their sins yet. 

While ministering on this earth, the Apostle Paul 
admonished his flocks to imitate Jesus Christ, so that 
their faith would grow. Put differently, Paul is 
teaching us here that since Jesus Christ has saved us 
from all the sins of the world and given us heavenly 
blessings by sacrificing Himself, we ought to also 
sacrifice ourselves in imitation of the Lord for the 
salvation of other souls.  

Now that you and I have received the remission of 
sins, it would be completely mistaken for us not to 
live for the spreading of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. If you and I have really received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, then it is only a matter of course 
for us to live for the gospel. Given the fact that we 
the believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
have received God’s grace and love freely, it is only 
fitting that we should offer this gospel of salvation 
freely to all who still don’t know this genuine gospel. 
If we have truly been saved from all our sins, it’s 
only our natural calling to devote our lives to this 
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endeavor.  
 
 

We Must Not Follow the Steps of the 
People of This Depraved World 

 
The Apostle Paul also said the followings Words 

to the saints in the Church of Ephesus and us alike: 
“But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 
let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for 
saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor 
coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving 
of thanks” (Ephesians 5:3-4). Through this passage, 
the Apostle Paul is admonishing us not to conduct 
ourselves lewdly or covet anything. Such behavior is 
expected from the sinners who still have not been 
remitted from their sins, and therefore it’s only right 
that we the redeemed should refrain from it. However, 
even among those who had become God’s people in 
Paul’s days, there still were some saints who 
committed such sins. Paul is therefore admonishing 

us again in today’s Scripture passage that as we 
already believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, none of us should ever partake in the sins 
committed by those who still have not been born 
again.  

Of course, there is no guarantee anywhere that we 
the saints would never live like the people of the 
world. Even though we believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, our fleshly nature is still intact, 
and therefore it’s quite plausible for us to live like the 
people of the world. Nevertheless, whenever you feel 
tempted to live like this, you ought to remember what 
God said to you in today’s Scripture passage: 
“Fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 
let it not even be named among you” (Ephesians 5:3). 

This passage clearly shows us just how important 
it is for us not to commit such sins, for they are so 
vile that God told us not to let them even be named 
among us. God is admonishing us to never let our 
guards down from the very beginning, always be 
wary of such sins, distance ourselves from them, and 
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not even mention their names. In other words, God is 
warning us that if we allow ourselves to be carelessly 
drawn to such sins even slightly, we will end up 
committing them.  

It’s very important for us to consider and 
understand this passage in spiritual terms. Even 
though all of us now believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, sometimes we are still drawn to 
lewd things, such as pornographic images and 
movies. If we give into such lustful desires and 
temptations carelessly, we would be committing 
idolatry.  

When we turn to the Old Testament, we see a king 
named Jeroboam who turned Israel into a nation of 
idolatry. This man sought after only three things all 
his life: Fame, power, and sexual gratification. What 
was the result of his going astray? First of all, he 
replaced God with golden calves of his own making. 
He went as far as placing these golden calves in 
God’s temple, bowing before them, and even 
teaching his people that these golden calves were the 

god that had led them from their slavery out of Egypt. 
And Jeroboam abandoned the Law of God. In doing 
so, he sought to attain the same fame and power as 
God Himself. He also slept with all kinds of gentile 
women just as he pleased.  

What does this account of Jeroboam teach us 
today as those who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit today? It teaches us that whoever 
practices fornication has nothing to do with the 
Kingdom of God, and that such people are the same 
as Jeroboam in the Old Testament who replaced the 
Lord God with golden calves.  

Although I am well aware that this present world 
is filled with sins, I am not completely familiar with 
the kinds of sins that are actually being committed 
nowadays. So, a while ago, to find out what kinds of 
sins were rampant around the world, I asked one of 
our Evangelists in Western Europe to explain to me 
how the situation was in his country. In his reply he 
wrote down in detail what kinds of evil things were 
being done in his country, and I would like to share 
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this letter with you. The following is what this 
Evangelist wrote to us:  

“Dear Pastor, I hope that this will be of help to 
you. Many of the things, which I have written down 
here, are not tolerated in some European countries, 
but so long as they are preformed outside from the 
eyes of the public, then anything goes. Particularly 
here in Holland, there is almost no law against sins. 

Homosexuality is in fact encouraged. Homos and 
lesbians are officially married. And now the churches 
have found a way to bless their marriages. Because 
they are legally married before the law of the land, 
the Bible says that the priests can ask God to bless 
the marriage. 

The Dutch government is at this moment led by a 
Christian party that has just instated homosexuals 
into their party leadership; government also have a 
say in the way things are done in the churches; it 
also decides what the churches are allowed to do and 
what not to do, what they are allowed to say and 
what not to say. Both homo and lesbian couples are 

allowed to adopt children. 
Prostitution is legal. Prostitutes have accountants 

to help them fill out their tax returns. And the money 
the government receives from their income taxes goes 
into the government treasury to help pay for land, 
education, hospitals and the like. It also helps to pay 
for the people working on governmental 
organizations. 

Sex with animals is not illegal; it only becomes 
illegal if it can be proven when the animal has 
suffered. There are a few places where this done, in 
Amsterdam, Den Haag and Rotterdam. It is also 
illegal if photos of the sex act were to be put on the 
Internet. 

Drugs are legal. The coffee shops where the 
drugs are legally sold also pay income taxes into the 
treasury. I don’t think that there is one town or 
village in Holland that does not have a local coffee 
shop. Children over here are addicted by the time 
they are 12 years old. This is also the same for 
alcohol laws; there are so many child alcoholics. 
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Abortion is legal. Holland is so proud of a ship 
which they have; it travels round the world offering 
abortions to people in the lands where it is forbidden, 
the ship remains outside the twelve mile limit in 
international waters, and there they preform 
abortions. This is also funded from the taxes 
collected from the government and this sin is 
approved here in holland. 

Porno is legal; it is a big money earner for the 
treasury. 

Euthanasia is legal. In the place where my 
daughter Claudia works, she has been asked to give 
injections for a mercy killing. She refused on the 
grounds of her faith. But she is paying the price for 
her belief. She is not allowed to proceed further in 
her nursing career. 

Normal marriages take place in our local 
government town halls, the first thing the couple is 
confronted with is the legal proceedings for divorce, 
and there is even an insurance company where you 
can insure against divorce. Over here you can take 

out a joint contract that legally allows couples to live 
together without marriage so that when they separate 
there is no divorce proceedings required.  

Possibly the greatest sin of all is that all of these 
sins are being overlooked by the churches. The 
churches over here don’t dare to speak out against 
such atrocities, and because everything is legal and 
government-approved, anything said against the 
above is classed as discrimination. Discrimination 
over here is the one thing that is illegal. 

When we try to show in Gods Word that these 
sins are an abomination to the Lord, we are accused 
of discrimination. And in so doing, the government 
has its own given right to close the offending church. 

Because all above are allowed to happen, the 
churches are being forced to bow down and accept 
the laws of the land, and to allow these sins into 
enter the church. 

I hope that this will be of help to you. When I see 
just how God sets those lewd people out of His 
Church, I know that these things are an abomination 
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to Him. 
If you need any more info, just let me know. 
In Christ, 
Your coworker in Netherlands.”  

How do you feel about this letter? How would you 
like it if it were legal in our country for individuals to 
possess firearms? How would you like it if our 
country legalized marijuana and other drugs? How 
would you like it if our country gave legal 
recognition to same-sex marriage and legalized 
bestiality? I’m sure most of you would be incensed.  

Of course, it’s not entirely inconceivable for some 
of us to think that it would be ok to legalize such sins 
that are presently criminalized. After all, everyone 
has freedom of thought. But most of us think that if 
such sins are legalized, then the wickedness that had 
been suppressed would naturally be vented out 
outwardly, producing even more wickedness in the 
world, bringing even more confusion, turning people 
even more insensitive to their sins, and consequently 
making it even more difficult for Word of God to 

enter their hearts.  
A few days ago I read in a newspaper about 

middle aged women in their 40s and even 50s 
prostituting themselves in parks visited by the elderly. 
These women, dubbed “soft drink aunties” by the 
media for offering soft drinks when approaching 
potential clients, targeted lonely seniors strolling in a 
park to pass time. In one particular park in Seoul 
alone, it’s estimated that there are over 100 “soft 
drink aunties.” Although prostitution is illegal in 
Korea, it’s legal in the Netherlands. In reality, though, 
such sins are rampant all around the world regardless 
of whether they are legal or not.  

 
 

If You Follow Your Lust Wholly, You 
Cannot Be an Imitator of God 

 
Jesus Christ has saved us from all our sins by 

sacrificing Himself. Having finished all His righteous 
work of salvation, He ascended to the Kingdom of 
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Heaven promising that He would return to us one day. 
Now we are His ambassadors we who are to obey 
His Great Commission on this earth. As we now seek 
to carry on with the Lord’s work, we must be 
imitators of God. 

If you and I succumb to our lustful desires and just 
follow their direction, then we will end up replacing 
God with golden calves and turning ourselves into 
idolaters. If this ever happens, even the born-again 
will perish in the end. Given the fact that we have 
become the light of the world by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, what a tragedy 
would it be if we were to return to our past and revert 
back to darkness and doom? So it’s absolutely 
important for us to always remember what the 
Apostle Paul told us, that we ought to find out what 
is acceptable to the Lord (Ephesians 5:10). And we 
must take it to our hearts what Paul admonished us in 
the following verse: “Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” 
(Ephesians 5:11).  

Is there anyone here who can live a perfectly 
flawless life in this world? Is there anyone who never 
commits any sin at all just because God told us in His 
Law not to commit any sin? No, no one can do this. 
But this does not mean that we can freely go about 
committing all kinds of sins. What would happen to 
us if we stopped serving God and instead followed 
filthy lusts and greed? We would fall from God’s 
grace. When the Apostle Paul wrote today’s 
Scripture passage, the world was already filled with 
countless sins, but this present age abounds even 
more with wickedness. So, through the Apostle Paul, 
God is speaking not only to the saints in Ephesus, but 
also to you and me who are now abiding in God’s 
Church.  

What would happen if we who have become 
God’s children were to lust after sins like everyone 
else of this world? What would happen if we were 
also to partake in the same sins that the people of this 
world commit and keep on sinning like them? We 
would turn into idolaters and love carnal pleasures 
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more than God Himself, and we would ultimately 
depart from God only to face condemnation and 
destruction. That is why it is so important for us to 
remember what the Lord told us in today’s Scripture 
passage: All of us ought to be imitators of Jesus and 
never walk like the unredeemed. We must realize 
here why the Lord admonished us like this and never 
partake in the sins of the world.  

None of us should ever partake in such depraved 
sins like the people of this world. No one among us, 
men and women, young and old alike, should ever 
follow such sins. Although all of us are abiding in 
our Church, we still have to deal with nonbelievers 
on a daily basis, and so it’s quite possible for us to be 
tempted by what we see from our friends and 
acquaintances out in the world. Nevertheless, we 
cannot give into such temptations and partake in their 
sins. If you partake in such sins and go astray, you 
will become increasingly more insensitive to sin. 
Both your head and your heart will become so 
insensitive and numb that you won’t even recognize 

filthiness as filthiness. You should never allow 
yourself to turn into such an insensitive person to 
indulge in debauchery and do all kinds of filthy 
things to gratify your lust. You should never commit 
such sins along with the people of the world. 

I keep asking this question, but what would 
happen if Christians were to partake in the sins that 
the people of the world commit and go astray in their 
direction? Their hearts would be so hardened and 
turn so insensitive that even if they are rebuked, far 
from turning around, they would shamelessly 
demand to let them know what sin they’ve 
committed and what wrong they have done. A 
fraudster does not know what he has done wrong 
even after defrauding someone. This may seem rather 
strange to us, but such people don’t know what they 
have done wrong because their hearts are hardened 
by their sins. One can discern right from wrong only 
if his heart is sensitive and untainted, but sinners’ 
hearts are all hardened, and that’s why they are so 
insensitive.  
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It’s true that even though you and I have received 
the remission of sins, we still commit sin just like 
worldly people. However, we are fundamentally 
different from them, for even when we commit such 
sins, we realize our mistakes, turn around, and 
believe in the Word again. In contrast, when worldly 
people commit sin, they continue to follow this sin 
shamelessly as though they have no conscience; even 
worse, some of them are actually proud of their sins. 
Once your heart is hardened, your conscience is also 
deadened. All of us should therefore never partake in 
such sins that worldly people commit.  

Moreover, the Apostle Paul also said that “all 
things that are exposed are made manifest by the 
light, for whatever makes manifest is light” 
(Ephesians 5:13). This passage means that when we 
ourselves are not aware that we are walking in 
darkness, the Church exposes it for us, and as a result, 
we come to recognize that we have gone astray; and 
because we admit this, we are able to once again 
come to the light and return to Christ by trusting in 

the gospel of Truth, saying, “Lord, thank You for 
blotting out such sins as well.” It’s precisely because 
our wrongdoings are exposed and we realize them 
that we can once again come to the presence of the 
Lord by faith like this.  

The Lord commanded both the saints in Ephesus 
and today’s believers not to partake in the sins 
committed by the people of this world. We ought to 
then obey the Lord and refrain from the sins of the 
world. Of course, since we are all human, we are still 
full of shortcomings and we may find ourselves 
committing sin, but in times like this, we must realize 
our trespasses as they are exposed by the light. 

 
 

Do Not Follow the Course of the World 
 
I preached from Ephesians chapter 4 this afternoon, 

and in this chapter the Lord teaches us we should put 
off, concerning our former conduct, the old man 
which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts 
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(Ephesians 4:22). We should not follow the course of 
the world even though we once walked according to 
it (Ephesians 2:2). That’s because if we follow the 
course of this world and its currents, we would end 
up worshipping idols just like worldly people. We 
should never allow ourselves to follow the course of 
the world; if we do so, we will only end up forsaking 
God to be destroyed. The people of the world follow 
their greed as though it’s their sole purpose in life to 
commit sin, but we should never partake in this. It’s 
inconceivably shameful for any righteous saint to 
follow the course of the world rather than being 
faithful to the way of the righteous. Far from 
following the course of the world, we ought to 
change its direction with God’s Word of Truth. We 
ought to resist the course of the world and steer it to 
the righteous path.  

It’s very dangerous for us to flow with the sinful 
currents of this world and follow its fleshly direction 
like everyone else. That’s because our hearts would 
be hardened just like worldly people. If it’s by 

yourself that you step into the current of the world a 
little bit, you can still realize your mistake, turn 
around, resolve your heart, and resume following the 
Lord. However, if you join your hand with the people 
of the world, it will be extremely difficult for you to 
turn around; as there is no way that these people 
would let you go. If we like what worldly people like 
and dislike what they dislike, then how would we be 
any different from the children of Satan who have not 
received the remission of sins from God? To be with 
the people of the world is to become just like them. 
Take a look at worldly people. It’s an ingrained norm 
for them to dislike the righteousness of the Lord, 
reject the way of salvation, and despise anyone who 
preaches the gospel. So how could we ever allow 
ourselves to commit sin with them and follow their 
way of life? We should never side with them.  

There is much that we need to learn from today’s 
Scripture passage. Just as Paul admonished us, we 
have to think about what we can do to please the 
Lord, walk circumspectly as wise rather than fools, 
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and redeem the time. Now that we have met the Lord, 
we must continue to walk with Him until the day we 
take our last breath. And as we carry on with our 
remaining lives, we must redeem the time to preach 
the gospel diligently so that it would reach each and 
every corner of the world. In due time, this world 
will turn unlivable, and so before this actually 
happens, we ought to think about how we should 
conduct ourselves to live wisely and redeem the time 
we now have. 

The Lord said in Ephesians 5:15-21: “See then 
that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in 
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.”  

What exactly is a truly wise life? In the Apostle 
Paul’s days, Ephesus was an infamously decadent 
city. This city was located in the seashore of south 
western Turkey. This city was very prosperous in 
Paul’s days and also famous for its temple of Artemis 
and various other temples of Greek gods (Acts 19:35). 
There were many priestesses in these temples to 
administer sacrificial rituals for the citizens of 
Ephesus to worship their idols. But these priestesses 
were actually little more than prostitutes, as the 
people who came to the temples to offer sacrifices to 
their pagan gods engaged in sexual activities with the 
priestesses as a religious ritual. Idolatry is almost 
always related with sexual immorality. This shows 
just how sinful and filthy Ephesus was.  

Yet even in such a time when practically every 
Ephesian was engaged in sexual debauchery, there 
still were some people who believed in Jesus. So, 
through the Apostle Paul, the Lord taught these 
faithful children of God how they ought to live amid 
so many sinners. God told the Ephesian saints not to 
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associate with any sinners. Far from partaking in the 
lewd activities of such sinners, God told them to be 
spiritually minded, to redeem the time, and to devote 
all their energy to what was pleasing to the Lord.  

 
 

Should We Not Lead Such a Godly Life as 
the Lord Told Us? 

 
For you and I to grow in faith and lead an upright 

life until the day the Lord returns, we must do 
everything according to His Word. And we must trust 
in His Word and remember it deep in our hearts. 
None of us should ever take part in any unclean 
activities in which worldly people are engaged. It’s 
true that the world does not leave us alone even 
though we don’t want to take any part in its affairs. 
So long as we are living in this world, it’s 
unavoidable for us to deal with worldly people in one 
way or another, and every time we do so, it’s natural 
for us to be influenced by their sinful deeds. That is 

why it’s all the more important for us to remember 
the Word of God in our hearts and distance ourselves 
from any and all sinful places. Even though it’s hard 
to resist worldly temptations, we can all overcome 
these temptations by faith because everything is 
momentary and nothing is insurmountable before our 
hope for the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Adolescents should be particularly careful. They 
are at a time when their bodies are about to grow into 
adulthood, but their minds are still immature and 
curious. But if they let their curiosity get a better hold 
of them and commit sin, it will destroy their minds 
and consciences. There is much that young men and 
women need to learn before getting married and 
raising a family. It’s best for them to wait for the 
right time. If they instead succumb to carnal desires 
and commit sin from a young age, it will ruin their 
character. Once they allow their adolescence to be 
marked by too many sins, they will find it impossible 
to control themselves down the road and turn into 
hopelessly incorrigible rascals. When one commits 
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too many carnal sins in childhood, it will destroy his 
character and his mind, and as a result, they will 
neither know how to practice good nor have any 
interest in what goodness is. So it’s extremely 
dangerous for an adolescent to give into sexual 
temptations and commit too many sins.  

This warning does not apply just to adolescents. It 
applies equally to all of us, for none of us should ever 
take any part in any sinful activities like the people of 
the world. I can’t emphasize enough just how 
important it is that we refrain from any and all sins. 
Even though this whole world is following its sinful 
current, we the righteous must keep our guards up, 
sharpen the blade of the sword of faith, and devote all 
our time to the work of righteousness in our lives.  

To see just how immoral this world is, you only 
have to watch some TV programs. Mass media is so 
influential that they can shape people’s minds and 
steer the course of the world. So many sensational 
and scandalous programs appeal to the basest and 
crudest instincts that it’s as though they are intent to 

turn every youngster into a celebrity. Television is 
one of the worst offenders when it comes to 
promoting sin in this world.  

If you are a teenager, you are in the most 
emotionally sensitive phase of your life, making you 
a poet every day. It’s that time in life when 
everything seems poetic to you, you want to express 
your feelings, and you are easily swayed by the 
slightest sentiments of your heart. Although you can 
actually act out all your impulses, if you have already 
been born again of water and the Spirit, you ought 
not to let your actions be dictated by your emotions 
only to fall into sin.  

The Lord clearly told us that none of us, young 
and old alike should ever partake in the sinful 
activities of the people of the world. Consequences 
are obvious if we succumb to such temptations: We 
will all be destroyed. The worldly people who have 
not been born again are already destined to be 
destroyed, and so there is no reason for us to criticize 
them for committing all kinds of sins to ensure their 
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own fleshly prosperity. For them, ensuring carnal 
prosperity through whatever sinful means is the very 
barometer of success. However, our way is 
completely different from their way. That’s why if 
we allow ourselves to be swept up by the course of 
the world, we will be ruined. Given the fact that the 
righteous are cut off from God when they go out into 
the world, what else awaits them but destruction? 
Therefore, before we ever take a step into the world, 
we must remember the Word of God and turn around 
to follow the Lord Jesus.  

It’s extremely important for all of us to search for 
what is pleasing to the Lord. We ought to look for 
what is righteous in God’s sight. Setting our minds 
on what God considers to be worthwhile, we must 
continue on with our march of faith. For you and me 
to serve the gospel is the most honorable and 
righteous work. There is nothing that’s more sincere 
than this. As a matter of fact, there is no one in this 
world who is doing anything that is as sincere and 
righteous as our work.  

How about you then? Now that you have received 
the remission of your sins, are you really leading a 
virtuous life? Is everyone in our Church living 
honorably without any exception, from the kids at the 
Sunday school to our teenagers and grown-ups, men 
and women alike? Being well-mannered and soft-
spoken does not necessarily mean that one is leading 
a virtuous life. After all, when we are carrying out 
the Lord’s righteous work, often times we have to be 
very vocal and even put up a fight against the 
servants of Satan.  

My fellow believers, although the world is being 
swept up in the swirling wave of sin, we are plowing 
ahead against the incessant currents of sin by the 
strokes of righteousness. Like a salmon returning to 
its home river by instinct, we the righteous are 
returning to God. A salmon swims against the swift 
current with all its strength to return to its birthplace. 
That’s because it’s the salmon’s instinct to spawn 
and die in its birthplace. To spawn according to the 
God-given natural order, every living salmon does its 
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best to be never pushed back by the current of the 
river but keeps on swimming upstream.  

Likewise, you and I are never swept away by the 
sinful current of the world, for we are the born-again 
Christians. We just keep on plowing ahead to our 
heavenly home in God’s Kingdom. If we sometimes 
find ourselves following the things of the world and 
partaking in its sinful feast out of our shortcomings 
and weaknesses, then all that we have to do is just 
turn around as soon as possible and devote all our 
lives to the gospel again. So let us all imitate Jesus 
and preach the gospel against the prevailing wind of 
the world just as God told us. I am admonishing you 
like this again because we are often completely 
exposed and vulnerable to this world’s temptations.  

Sometimes I wish we could make a movie out of 
the saints’ journey, to show what life is all about, 
how one can meet the Lord, be born again, and live a 
righteous life, and how the Word of covenant that the 
Lord promised us is actually fulfilled. If we do a 
good job, I am sure that there won’t be any movie 

that’s better than this movie. For now, we are 
preaching the gospel through our literature ministry, 
but if God allows us to preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit through films and gives us more time, 
then I think it’s not a bad idea to pool together gifted 
people among us and produce some movies.  

At any rate, I admonish you all to remember what 
the Lord told you here in today’s Scripture passage, 
and at least never allow yourself to follow the world 
along with everyone else. Imitate Jesus Christ in 
God’s Church and faithfully carry out the task that’s 
been entrusted to you. And whatever your task may 
be, always have faith, think about how you can do a 
better job, and do your best to meet all your duties. 
It’s very important for us to be faithful to our given 
task not only because this would ensure the success 
of God’s work and enable us to follow His 
commandment, but also because it would naturally 
curb our fleshly thoughts.  

So I ask you to dedicate yourself completely to 
God’s work that’s been entrusted to you, so that you 
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would be too busy to have anytime to partake in the 
wickedness of the world or follow its currents. This 
is the wise thing to do for every righteous saint. Let 
us all therefore imitate God, participate in His work 
rather than in carnal works, and become the most 
honored righteous saints in the Kingdom of God to 
come.  
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What Does It Really Mean  
To Live with  

The Fullness of the Spirit? 
 
 

< Ephesians 5:1-21 > 
“Therefore be imitators of God as dear 

children. And walk in love, as Christ also has 
loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. But 
fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 
let it not even be named among you, as is fitting 
for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but 
rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no 
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive 
you with empty words, for because of these things 
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with 
them. For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for 
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth), finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of 
those things which are done by them in secret. But 
all things that are exposed are made manifest by 
the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 

Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise 
from the dead, And Christ will give you light.’ See 
then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk 
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 
with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving 
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thanks always for all things to God the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to 
one another in the fear of God.” 

 
 
Paul became an Apostle of God by the calling of 

Jesus Christ, and consequently, he preached only the 
will of God as His Apostle. As one of the overseers 
of God’s Church, Paul’s ministry was far reaching. 
Literature ministry was one of his mission activities 
as we see in all the Pauline Epistles. 

Paul feared and revered Christ from the bottom of 
his heart. His faith in Jesus Christ was at the center of 
his ministry. He preached consistently that Jesus 
Christ had saved everyone from all the sins of the 
world and blessed everyone through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. As a faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ, Paul tirelessly preached the immeasurable 
height, depth, and width of Christ’s love until he 
went to see the Lord face to face.  

 

The Grace of God That Is Made of His 
Righteousness 

 
In Ephesians chapters 3-5, the Apostle Paul used 

the adverb “therefore” continuously to explain the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ clearly and logically. 
This righteousness is revealed by the fact that Jesus 
Christ, God Himself, forsook the throne of Heaven, 
came to this earth, and saved us from all the sins of 
the world when we were destined to die for our sins. 
Jesus Christ endured indescribable suffering to save 
us from the sins of this world with His righteousness. 
Like a quite sheep before its shearer (Isaiah 53:7), He 
silently bore all our sins through the baptism He 
received from John the Baptist before God the Father, 
and then He triumphed over death. He has become 
our Savior by being baptized by John the Baptist and 
rising up from the dead. 

We have now received true salvation by believing 
in the righteousness of Jesus Chris who came by the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit, for He has 
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blessed all of us His believers to reach this true 
salvation. That is why the Apostle Paul preached to 
everyone in his days to be saved by faith through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God the 
Father.  

Do you realize just how much God the Father 
loved us through Jesus Christ? We came to know this 
because the Apostle Paul taught us in concrete detail 
how Jesus Christ has given us the blessings of 
salvation. Paul also spoke about how Jesus Christ has 
clothed us in such magnificent glory of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Like all of us, it was by faith that Paul 
was saved in the love of Christ, and therefore through 
his letters, he sought to relay this faith of salvation to 
all the saints living in the end times, teaching them 
that their lives ought be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Apostle Paul Admonished Us to Lead  
an Upright Life 

 
The Apostle Paul said the following to the saints 

of Ephesus: “Therefore be imitators of God as dear 
children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved 
us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” 
(Ephesians 5:1-2). All of us must indeed walk as 
Paul admonished us here, for in our past, we had all 
been doomed to hell for our sins.  

To save such wretched human beings like us, 
Jesus Christ was sent to this earth through the body 
of the Virgin Mary according to the providence of 
God the Father. When Jesus turned 30, He had to 
take upon all our hearts’ sins by being baptized by 
John the Baptist. Christ therefore had to be crucified 
to death, for He had borne all our sins. It was to shed 
His own blood to be punished for all the sins of this 
world that Jesus Christ had been baptized by John the 
Baptist. Having thus fulfilled the gospel of the water 
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and the Spirit through His Son Jesus Christ, God the 
Father has saved all of us who believe in this Truth 
from each and every sin of the world once and for all.  

How wonderful it is that the Lord has bestowed 
God’s abounding love on us! Just as we are 
preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
ceaselessly, the Apostle Paul also preached this 
genuine gospel to every nation of the known world. 
To encourage the saints of Ephesus to follow in his 
footsteps, he said to them, “Therefore be imitators of 
God as dear children” (Ephesians 5:1). How can we 
then emulate God? We can emulate God by imitating 
Jesus Christ, who is God Himself. Referring to Jesus 
Christ, the Apostle Paul also said, “Christ also loved 
us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” 
(Ephesians 5:2). Therefore, emulating God is for us 
to sacrifice ourselves for the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit as Jesus Christ did. 

I myself suffered a great deal because of my sins. 
Although this is no longer the case as I now believe 

in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, there was a 
period in my life when I was so tormented by my sins 
that I was nearly driven mad and even came close to 
committing suicide. This happened because Satan 
constantly accused my conscience of committing sin. 
My sins caused so much suffering to me that I was 
half-dead both physically and spiritually. The Devil 
kept accusing me of being a sinful man time after 
time, yet all that I could do to stand up to him was 
just vaguely believe that Jesus Christ was my Savior.  

In those days, I did not know exactly how my 
Lord had blotted out all my sins with the 
righteousness of God. It was a time in my life when I 
just believed that only the blood of the Lord on the 
Cross was my salvation. If I had only heard about the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit even just once back 
in those days, I would not have suffered so long and 
so much like this. Yet there was no one who 
preached the gospel of the water and the Spirit to me. 
All those years I had believed that the Lord had 
saved me from my sins by being crucified and 
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shedding His blood, but this had neither washed 
away my sins from my heart nor blotted them out of 
my conscience completely. I was instead being 
constantly accused by the Devil and my own 
conscience always felt guilty. 

 
 

I Could Not Encounter the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit for One Reason: I 
Had Not Met Anyone Who Knew and 
Preached This True Gospel 

 
Even as I was suffering so much over my sins 

back in those days, the sins that were written in my 
heart did not disappear no matter how ardently I 
believed in the blood of Jesus Christ. That did not 
happen until I understood the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. But once I heard and believed in this 
genuine gospel, all my sins were completely blotted 
out, just as the Lord said in Isaiah 1:18, “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow.”  
Until I came to know this gospel of the water and 

the Spirit, it had been my sincerest wish to see all my 
sins disappear. That was why I had been looking for 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit so desperately. 
Just before I finally encountered the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, I confessed to God that I was a 
grave sinner. I admitted my sinful state like this 
because even though it had been more than 10 years 
since I first believed in Jesus, my heart was still 
sinful. So I prayed to God to teach me the Truth and 
show me the way. As I was destined to be put to 
death for my sins, I asked God to blot out all my sins. 
Until then, I had been leading my “Christian” life in 
sin, constantly suffering over my trespasses. Even 
while attending seminary, whenever I looked back 
and examined myself, I saw all my sins remaining 
intact in my heart. So to appease my guilty 
conscience, I tried to deceive myself into thinking 
that I was a godly man, and still bound by the Law of 
God, I tried hard to keep His statues and constantly 
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offered prayers of repentance.  
Back in those days, my foster mother and I were 

running a prayer center flocked by many Christians. 
But I had hardly anything to do there. So I spent most 
of my time there in introspection, and I came to 
realize just how empty my heart was. Rainy days 
provided even more time for me to examine my heart, 
and it dawned on me that I really did not have faith in 
God. In times like these, I saw myself standing 
outside Jesus Christ and abandoned in the desolate 
world all by myself. Words cannot express the 
emptiness that I felt when I realized that Christ was 
not in my heart. So I yearned to have Christ come 
into my heart and dwell in me. Of course, this 
happened even though I had already prayed countless 
times to receive Jesus Christ into my heart.  

When I professed to believe in Jesus as my Savior, 
it seemed as though I really believed in Him, and my 
faith also seemed good enough. Yet despite this, my 
sins still remained intact in my heart. I realized that 
my soul was actually abandoned all alone in the 

wilderness. When I surrounded myself with fellow 
Christians, it seemed as though my faith was just fine, 
and I felt I was leading a good Christian life 
diligently bearing witness of Jesus; however, 
whenever I was alone and examined myself honestly, 
I could see clearly that Jesus Christ was not in my 
heart, and that my heart was filled with nothing but 
sins. It had dawned on me that I had not really been 
saved from all my sins through the righteousness of 
God, and that far from being embraced in God’s arms, 
I was actually all by myself apart from God. In short, 
it was indisputably clear that I was a sinner destined 
to be destroyed.  

With the passing of time, the realization that I was 
a sinner came to me more frequently, and whenever 
this happened I tried everything possible to put such 
thoughts to rest, from reading the Word of God all 
night long to praying aloud and even fasting for 
several days. Despite such efforts, however, every 
time I tried to mitigate my guilty conscience it 
became even clearer to me that I was a sinner 
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standing outside Christ. Even though it was written in 
the Bible, “Just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4), I 
was still a sinner destined to be condemned to hell.  

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, Paul often spoke 
about how every true believer ought to be in Christ, 
which I could not achieve no matter how hard I tried.  
I yearned so much to have the conviction to believe 
that I was indeed in Christ just as the Bible said. 
However, because my understanding of Jesus’ work 
of salvation was incomplete, I could not help but 
remain a sinner, for I only believed that Jesus Christ 
was condemned for my sins by being crucified to 
death and shedding His blood. Entering into Christ 
therefore remained out of my reach. Even though I 
did believe in Jesus Christ as the Savior of mankind, 
I was still a sinner until I finally came to believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

In other words, as long as I believed only in the 
blood of the Cross, I could not really come into 

Christ, for I was still in my sinful state. So, no matter 
how fervently I believed in Jesus as my Savior, I was 
still tormented beyond description whenever I felt 
that I was standing outside Christ. The more I felt 
this, the more spiritually thirsty I became; despite 
professing to believe in Jesus, I was actually leading 
an empty life of faith, for my heart had neither the 
Holy Spirit nor the true Word of God. In those days I 
was living in the worst spiritual condition imaginable. 
Even though I shouted out boldly whenever I 
preached the Lord’s blood on the Cross to others, 
whenever I was alone, I knew that I myself was a 
grave sinner and had not really come into Christ.  
 
 
I Then Was Given the Opportunity to 
Discover the Gospel of the Water and the 
Spirit  

 
Amidst all this suffering, an opportunity came 

along to read Matthew 3:13-17 after attending a 
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revival meeting. When I read this passage, I finally 
realized that all the sins in my heart had been passed 
onto Jesus Christ. Even though I had suffered so 
much over my sins for all those years, this passage 
clearly taught me that all my sins had already been 
passed onto Jesus Christ through His baptism. 

Let’s turn to Matthew 3:13-17 here: “Then Jesus 
came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You 
coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, 
‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he allowed Him. When 
He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened 
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice 
came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.’”  

On that day, the very moment I read this passage, 
the Old Testament and the New Testament came 

together to bring understanding to my mind. I could 
finally see the connection between the laying on of 
hands that was performed when sacrifices were 
offered in Old Testament times and the baptism that 
Jesus received from John the Baptist in New 
Testament times. The gospel Truth of the water and 
the Spirit was hidden there. Through the passage 
from Matthew 3:13-17 in the New Testament and the 
sacrificial system of the Old Testament, I finally 
came to realize what the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit was, and to grasp and believe in the real Truth 
of salvation. The gospel of the water and the Spirit 
was the Truth of salvation proclaiming that the Lord 
had saved all His believers perfectly by bearing not 
only my sins but also all the sins of the entire human 
race once and for all through His baptism, being 
crucified and shedding His blood to death, and rising 
up from the dead. It’s then that I finally found the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and as a result I 
could at last become a truly righteous man saved 
from all my sins.  
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I had spent ten long years as a “Christian sinner” 
without knowing the gospel Word of the water and 
the Spirit. My faith had been in vain all those years, 
and I had been a spiritually blind man until then. 

 
 

Do You Know Just How Prevalent 
Imaginary Salvation Is in Today’s 
Christianity? 

 
You should all realize here just how many 

Christians are suffering from imaginary salvation. 
This is akin to imaginary pregnancy, which I’m sure 
some of our sisters have heard of. Imaginary 
pregnancy is a medical condition in which a woman 
shows various signs and symptoms associated with 
pregnancy even though she is in fact not pregnant. 
This condition is found not only among women but is 
common in many mammals. Also known by its 
medical term pseudocyesis, imaginary pregnancy 
usually occurs among women of childbearing age 

who have an intense desire to become pregnant. 
Patients suffering from this disorder show various 
self-detectable signs of pregnancy ranging from 
menstrual irregularity to morning sickness, 
abdominal distension, breast enlargement, 
pigmentation changes, hormonal secretion, and even 
the sensation of fetal movement. In general, 
imaginary pregnancy is thought to originate from 
certain changes in the endocrine system caused by 
psychological factors. When a woman has an intense 
desire to get pregnant, it can trigger physiological 
changes to show detectable signs of pregnancy. 
Because the symptoms of imaginary pregnancy are 
the same as those of real pregnancy, women with this 
condition are deceived into thinking that they are 
pregnant.  

In a similar vein, many Christians today are 
suffering from imaginary salvation when it comes to 
their faith of salvation. These misguided Christians 
think that Jesus has saved them from all their sins 
just by being crucified to death. And because they 
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believe in Jesus so obviously, they think that they 
have been saved even though their hearts still remain 
sinful. Just as a woman suffering from imaginary 
pregnancy is convinced that she is pregnant even 
though she actually is not, countless Christians 
nowadays adhere to a false faith as though it were 
real. The salvation that these Christians believe in 
and preach is in fact completely groundless, wildly 
preposterous, and outright false.  

I have seen many such Christians who think that 
they have been saved out of their own imagination. 
When I look back at how I had led my Christian life 
in the past, I can see that I too had adhered to a false 
salvation of my own, thinking to myself that I had 
been saved. Even though my heart was sinful, I still 
believed that I was saved from my sins.  

 
 
 
 
 

No Matter What Anyone Says, I Am 
Absolutely Certain That I Have Received the 
Remission of Sins through God’s Work 
Manifested to Me 

 
I used to speak in tongues and see heavenly 

visions in my past, but now I have a faith that’s far 
more assured and certain than any tongues or any 
visions.  

When I first converted to Christianity, I did not 
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit, far less 
believe in it. I was sick with a serious illness at that 
time, and perhaps for this reason, I was emotionally 
overwhelmed when I read in the Bible that Jesus had 
died for such a wretched sinner like me in my place. 
Of course, back then I was completely oblivious to 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and so I was 
just grateful that even though I had to die for my sins, 
Jesus had saved me by being crucified and shedding 
His blood to death in my place and rising up from the 
dead. That’s how I came to believe in Jesus, thinking 
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that I should at least wash away all my sins before 
passing away.  

As soon as I believed in Jesus as my Savior, I was 
so zealous for Him that I began to preach the 
Christian faith right away. But now that I know the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit, when I look 
back into my past, it is clear to me that I had actually 
been suffering from a serious case of imaginary 
salvation. I can also see that there are too many 
Christians suffering from imaginary salvation just as 
I had suffered. Even though these Christians think 
that they have been saved from their sins, in reality, 
there always are sins in their hearts. Most of them 
think that they have been saved even though their 
hearts are sinful just because they believe in Jesus. 
They say that since God loves them and has saved 
them from their sins through His Son Jesus Christ, 
they are unconditionally sinless. But this is precisely 
what it means to suffer from imaginary salvation.  

In contrast, you and I who now believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit have not been 

saved out of any imagination. Our salvation is 
approved by God because we believe in the Truth of 
salvation called the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Jesus Christ gave Himself for us as an offering and a 
sacrifice to God the Father for a sweet-smelling 
aroma (Ephesians 5:2). In other words, Jesus the Son 
of God has actually saved us to perfection by bearing 
all our sins in obedience to God the Father, dying on 
the Cross, and rising from the dead again.  

It’s by believing in this gospel of salvation, the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that we have been 
truly saved from all our sins. As we now believe in 
this gospel of the water and the Spirit, we have been 
saved from all our sins. And now that we believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we cannot help 
but give all our thanks to God.  
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The Apostle Paul Wrote His Epistle to the 
Church of Ephesus While Imprisoned 

 
We can see that what is underlying in this Paul’s 

Epistle to the Ephesians is his wholehearted faith in 
the depth, height, width, and length of the love of 
Christ. Today, as you and I carry on with our 
literature ministry, we should also always think of the 
length, height, width, and depth of the love of Christ 
just like the Apostle Paul did; with this understanding, 
we should thank the Lord with our faith, give all 
glory to God the Father, and diligently preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit to the ends of the 
world.  

Just how deep is the love of Jesus Christ for us 
that He has saved us from all our sins? God Himself 
has saved us from all our sins by becoming a Man, 
and this in itself shows us just how great God’s love 
is, as it is written in John 1:14, “And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 

full of grace and truth.” Everything that Jesus Christ 
did for us when He came to this earth is the real 
Truth of salvation. He has nothing false, but is only 
full of the righteousness of God.  

When our Lord came to this earth, He bore all the 
sins of everyone once and for all by being baptized 
by John the Baptist. And as He died on the Cross and 
rose from the dead, He has saved everyone in this 
world. All who believe in this Truth are completely 
sinless, precisely because they have no sin in their 
hearts; they are testifying the Truth all over the world. 
We are testifying to the world that Jesus Christ has 
saved us from all our sins once and for all by coming 
to this earth, being baptized by John the Baptist, and 
dying on the Cross; and we are also testifying that we 
are completely sinless in God’s sight.  

God the Father has blotted out each and every sin 
of this world through His Son. He passed all the sins 
of this world onto His Son, and the Son of God 
eradicated all these sins by being judged for them in 
our place. Given the fact that Jesus has blotted out 
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each and every sin like this, why do so many 
Christians still have so many sins in their hearts? 
Their hearts remain sinful because they believe in 
Jesus as their Savior without knowing the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.  

The Apostle Paul continued to preach the love of 
Jesus Christ throughout his entire life. He preached to 
everyone that Christ had saved the entire human race 
through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. That is 
why Paul said, “For as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27); and 
elsewhere in Hebrews 10:22, he also said, “Let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water.” Paul kept 
on preaching the true gospel Word of the water and 
the Sprit ceaselessly until he was martyred in Rome. 

The Apostle Paul knew the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit so well and believed in it so unwaveringly. 
However, many Christians nowadays believe in Jesus 
as their Savior without realizing that the Lord has 

blotted out all the sins of everyone in this world with 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. So you can 
imagine just how sad the Apostle Paul must feel if he 
were to see what’s going on in today’s Christianity. 
Just as we are frustrated to see this, so is God deeply 
saddened.  

When Jesus Christ came to this earth, He fulfilled 
all the righteousness of God the moment He bore all 
the sins of this world once and for all by being 
baptized by John the Baptist. The baptism that Jesus 
received from John the Baptist and the blood He shed 
on the Cross are what fulfilled all the righteousness 
of God. This gospel is the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit that has saved us from all our sins. By being 
baptized, Jesus Christ the Son of God not only 
accepted all your sins and mine but also all the sins 
of the entire human race; by giving up His own body 
to be crucified to death, He was fully condemned for 
all our sins; and He was resurrected from the dead in 
three days. That is how Jesus Christ washed away all 
our sins and brought us back to life from our certain 
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death to become our Savior.  
Therefore, all who recognize and believe in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit as their salvation 
will receive everlasting life. This is the love God has 
for us. The Truth through which God has saved us 
from all the sins of the world is found in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. Whoever believes in this 
true gospel therefore has no sin in his heart.  

What does the Lord’s Prayer say? It says, 
“Your will be done  
On earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  

Elsewhere in John 3:16, Jesus said, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” God the Father has washed 
away all our sins and saved us from all the sins of the 
world once and for all by sending His Son to this 
earth, passing all our sins to the Son, letting Him be 
crucified to death, and resurrecting Him back to life. 
It’s by being baptized by John the Baptist that Jesus 
Christ has completely washed away all our sins once 

and for all. This is how the Lord has fulfilled the 
salvation of the perfect remission of sins through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

The problem, however, is that so many people are 
so thoroughly deceived by false Christian doctrines 
that they do not realize the Truth of salvation—that is, 
they have no idea that God has delivered them from 
all their sins through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Deceived by the Devil and his false prophets, 
countless Christians today are living with their hearts 
still bound by their sins even as they profess to 
believe in Jesus. These people are all living as 
sinners because they are oblivious to the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, deceived by the false 
doctrines of modern Christianity. That’s why the 
Apostle Paul is so grieved in his spirit.  

In speaking of the length, height, width, and depth 
of the love of Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul told us 
that since we have now put on Christ’s love, we 
should no longer live according to the lust of the 
world as the ungodly do. He then admonished as the 
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following: “But fornication and all uncleanness or 
covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as 
is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish 
talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but 
rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no 
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is 
an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty 
words, for because of these things the wrath of God 
comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do 
not be partakers with them. For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth)” (Ephesians 5:3-
9). 

This passage clearly teaches us that if we have 
really grasped the Lord’s love through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit and if we have really 
accepted it into our hearts by faith, then we ought to 
never partake in the sins committed by the people of 
this world but stay far away from them. Put 

differently, the Apostle Paul is telling us the 
following: “All who follow the lust of the flesh and 
wickedness will face the wrath of God without fail. 
Those who believe neither the love of God nor that 
the Lord has blotted out all their sins with the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit will also face the certain 
wrath of God. But you have been truly saved from all 
your sins, and therefore do not partake in such sins. If 
you live as the people of this world do even after 
being saved from all your sins, then you too will face 
God’s wrath.”  

 
 

“All Things That Are Exposed Are Made 
Manifest by the Light” (Ephesians 5:13) 

 
The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 5:10-14: 

“Finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And 
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful 
even to speak of those things which are done by them 
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in secret. But all things that are exposed are made 
manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is 
light. Therefore He says:  

‘Awake, you who sleep,  
Arise from the dead,  
And Christ will give you light.’”  

Prior to this passage, Paul had said in Ephesians 
5:9, “For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth.” As Paul teaches us here, 
since we have now been truly saved from all our sins 
and become God’s own children, all of us ought to 
live as the children of the light. The righteous must 
never lead their lives like the people of this world do. 
No righteous saint should ever commit the same sins 
that sinners commit. Far from it, all the children of 
the light ought to live in a way that’s worthy of their 
new status, and to do so, they must come together 
and carry out the Lord’s righteous work 
wholeheartedly.  

When the righteous come together to carry out 
God’s work of righteousness, often times they see 

many of their shortcomings revealed. Whenever their 
shortcomings are exposed like this, they are all made 
manifest by the light of the Word of God. This means 
that the righteous can come into the light only when 
their wrongdoings are exposed as they are. 

Paul also said that no one who has become a child 
of God by believing in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit should ever work in unity with anyone who 
still has not been born again. Even though we are 
lacking on our own, if we the righteous preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and follow the Lord 
in unity, then we will lack nothing. Of course, 
because we still have many shortcomings, it’s true 
that we can still commit sin, but all these sins were 
already remitted away. However, joining our hands 
with sinners who seek nothing but wickedness is 
committing the sin of blaspheming the Holy Spirit, 
which can never be forgiven. What the Apostle Paul 
is trying to teach us in today’s Scripture is that every 
righteous saint ought to live with the fullness of the 
Spirit. 



◄            CONTENTS            ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

272   What Does It Really Mean to Live with the Fullness of the Spirit? 

 

We are the righteous who believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, but does this necessarily 
mean that we don’t commit any fleshly sins at all? 
No, of course not! Even the righteous can still 
commit sin in their flesh, and therefore whenever 
their lives go astray, they ought to be rebuked for 
their mistake by their predecessors of faith. Why is 
this so? It’s because only when we are rebuked for 
our mistakes can we realize that we have gone astray; 
and only then can we admit our wrongdoings, come 
out to the light, ruminate on the gospel, and once 
again thank the Lord for giving us the full remission 
of sins. Therefore, whenever we go astray but fail to 
realize this, we ought to be rebuked and awakened to 
this by the Church. We often commit sins that seem 
unpardonable even to ourselves. We suffer a great 
deal of pain and regret over the sins we commit. But 
this is not such a huge problem. That’s because we 
have already been saved from all these sins. Because 
the Lord has blotted out all our sins with the gospel 
of the water and the Sprit, we have already become 

God’s sinless children by faith; and therefore, when 
we are rebuked every time we commit sin, it is made 
all the more manifest that we are God’s children. 
That is why the Apostle Paul said that all things that 
are exposed are made manifest by the light. 

However, this principle does not apply to the 
sinners who don’t believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. Try rebuking them for their sins and 
see what happens. Far from being exposed by the 
light, they would just hate you and turn very hostile. 
Only those who have been saved from all their sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
are exposed by the light when they are rebuked for 
letting their lives go astray. It’s when the righteous 
are rebuked for their wrongdoings by their 
predecessors of faith that they can escape from all 
those sins, and that’s how the Truth of salvation can 
shine even more brilliantly to reveal even more 
clearly that the Lord has saved us from all our sins. It 
is therefore absolutely indispensable for all of us to 
know the love of Christ, realize and believe in the 
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width and depth of this love, and be willing to be 
rebuked for our wrongdoings whenever we go astray 
in our lives of faith.  

 
 

We Must Redeem the Time to Preach the 
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit 

 
It’s written in Ephesians 5:15-18: “See then that 

you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in 
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.”  

Let’s take a closer look at this passage. Now that 
we have accepted Christ’s love into our lives, how 
should we live from now on? As we have been saved 
from all our sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, it is none other than we 
ourselves who truly know the height, depth, width, 
and length of the love of Christ. How should we then 

lead our lives from now on? We must live 
circumspectly before God, never as fools but always 
as wise. To do so, we must redeem the time the Lord 
has given to us. All of who have now received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit must redeem the time to preach 
the gospel of the water and the Sprit. 

Who could ever stop the time from passing by? No 
one can stop the clock from ticking. Today is 
November 2. There already are less than two months 
remaining for this year. As Christians, it’s a very 
important task for us to figure out how best to use 
these two remaining months to further the Lord’s 
work. The right thing for us to do now is to think 
about how we can serve the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit for these two remaining months and resolve 
our hearts to devote ourselves to this work. That’s 
because the Lord told us to redeem the time.  

That we should redeem the time is even more 
compelling to us as those who believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit living in this present age. 
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Why must we redeem the time? It’s because there is 
not that much time left for us to preach the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit all over the world, and that is 
why we must redeem the time all the more. Because 
the Lord’s return is not far away, it’s absolutely 
imperative for us not to succumb to foolishness like 
the people of this world, but abide by our faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and understand 
what the will of the Lord is.  

What then is the Lord’s will towards us? It’s for us 
to live the rest of our remaining lives in this world by 
trusting in the Lord. As the Lord has saved us from 
all the sins of the world through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, all of us must not only grasp just 
how imperative it is to live by faith, but also actually 
lead such a life of faith.  

 
 
 
 
 

If You Want to Be Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Believe in and Serve Only the 
Gospel of the Water and the Spirit 

 
It is written in Ephesians 5:18, “Do not be drunk 

with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit.” That we should be filled with the Holy 
Spirit means that we should immerse ourselves in 
God’s work, believe in His righteousness, and invest 
our time in preaching this righteousness of God. The 
fullness of the Spirit does not mean speaking in 
tongues or praying fervently like a fanatic. Rather, to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit is to devote yourself 
wholly to spreading the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Therefore, it’s very important for all of us to 
realize the will of the Lord, believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit that holds the righteousness 
of God, and work faithfully to preach this gospel.  

Many Christians think that living with the fullness 
of the Hoy Spirit means shouting out and praying 
fanatically all night long, but this is not the case. 
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They think that God would fill them with the fire of 
the Holy Spirit if they are fervent enough, and so 
when they get emotionally stirred up, they think that 
this is somehow the fullness of the Spirit. But this is 
a huge mistake. They are just being overwhelmed by 
their own emotions. 

The Bible clearly teaches us that all our saints and 
coworkers from around the world ought to devote 
themselves completely to the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit by faith, and that this is none other than 
living with the fullness of the Spirit. We are now able 
to appreciate this even more deeply from our 
examination of today’s Scripture passage. 

 
 

How Can We Be Filled with the Holy 
Spirit More and More? 

 
Let’s turn to Ephesians 5:19-21 here: “Speaking to 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

giving thanks always for all things to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to 
one another in the fear of God.”  

What does it mean to live with the fullness of the 
Spirit? Redeeming the time and serving the gospel, 
being wise rather than foolish, understanding what 
the Lord wants from us and dedicating ourselves to 
serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit rather 
than living just for ourselves, and immersing 
ourselves in the work of spreading the gospel to 
God’s pleasure rather than getting drunk with the 
wine of this world—none other than this is living 
with the fullness of the Spirit as God wants us to live. 
In short, serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
in our lives is living with the fullness of the Spirit. 
All of us therefore ought to live in this world by 
trusting in and serving the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. 

We have had some people attending our latest 
revival meeting saying to us that they won’t return 
ever again as they were disappointed by the fact that 
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the preacher didn’t shout out enough hallelujahs as 
they expected. They might think that a good revival 
preacher must have the ability to stir up the 
attendees’ emotions by shouting out enough 
hallelujahs while preaching. But screaming out 
hallelujahs like this, praying loudly just to be 
conspicuous, or beating one’s chest out of an 
emotional fervor is not what it means to live with the 
fullness of the Spirit.  

It’s absolutely critical for all of you to have a clear 
understanding of what it really means to live with the 
fullness of the Spirit. In addressing how we ought be 
filled with the Holy Spirit in our lives, God said in 
Ephesians 5:19-21, “Speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving 
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one 
another in the fear of God.”  

Living with the fullness of the Spirit means 
believing in Jesus Christ who came to this earth by 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit and preaching 
this gospel faithfully in our lives. All of us are indeed 
living by faith, praising the righteousness of God 
manifested in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
It’s precisely because we are the righteous that we 
abide by our faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, trust in and follow the righteousness of God, 
and praise God with thanksgiving. As we have been 
born again through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, we ought to edify one another and live by our 
one common faith. When Ephesians 5:19 says, 
“Singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord,” it means that as we know the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, we trust in the righteousness of 
God and praise Him for it. To live like this is to live 
with the fullness of the Spirit.  

It’s written in Ephesians 5:20-21, “Giving thanks 
always for all things to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another 
in the fear of God.” Here the Lord told us to submit 
to one another for the sake of spreading the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit. And as the Lord instructed 
us, all of us must indeed submit to one another 
according to the God-established order from each of 
our positions. The leaders in the Church should not 
try to dominate over their followers with coercion, 
but instead, they ought to serve their followers and 
cooperate with one another to fulfill the righteous 
work of God, and devote all their lives to the 
spreading of the gospel. This is how they can live 
with the fullness of the Spirit. Believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, understanding the depth, 
width, and height of the love of God and of Christ, 
knowing what the will of the Lord is towards us, and 
preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit all 
over the world—all these things are what it means to 
live with the fullness of the Spirit according to the 
Lord’s will. We must live with this realization.  

We are running various businesses to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and support this 
gospel ministry. For us to invest in such righteous 
works, devote our time to them, and dedicate our 

youth to them is to live like the Apostle Paul. Paul 
preached the gospel by providing for his needs 
through his own tent-making; we call this Paul’s tent-
making ministry, and most of our ministry workers 
are also supporting themselves by running businesses 
and actually working on the ground. That is how our 
lives are led with the fullness of the Spirit.  

Today, there fortunately is God’s Church that 
preaches the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and 
thanks to this, you and I can live with the fullness of 
the Spirit. This is so fortunate. Like the Apostle Paul, 
you and I have also received the full remission of 
sins into our hearts by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. We have therefore come to 
know the depth, height, and width of the love of 
Christ, and as a result, we are serving the will of God 
in our lives captivated by the love of Jesus Christ.  

Even though the people of this world live entirely 
according to their lusts of the flesh, none of us should 
ever partake in such wickedness. All of us the 
children of the light ought to come together in unity, 
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redeem the time, serve the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, and do the things that please the Lord. 

Some of our brothers and sisters have written 
poems about the spiritual blessings that the Lord has 
given to us. Others have composed musical scores for 
these poems, and thanks to this we are now singing 
new hymns to praise the righteousness of God. As all 
of us believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
we are edifying one another’s faith and living to 
preaching the gospel in unity. That we are living like 
this for the gospel of the water and the Spirit by 
trusting in this gospel means that we are indeed 
abiding in God and living with the fullness of the 
Spirit. So I give all thanks to our God. The Apostle 
Paul admonished us to redeem the time now that we 
have received the remission of sins, and he made this 
admonishment because there is so much that we have 
to do to spread the gospel of the water and the Sprit. 
That’s why Paul told us to redeem the time to carry 
out this work. I’m so happy and glad that we have 
now come to completely realize God’s will toward us 

and live with the fullness of the Spirit.  
We will publish two books on heresy before this 

year is over. We also plan to publish fourth and fifth 
volume of our spiritual growth series. Through these 
books, countless people all around the world will not 
only receive the remission of sins but also be 
nurtured. Many people have already received the 
remission of sins, but I am sure that countless more 
people will receive the remission of sins in the future.  

By any chance, are we not troubled and bound by 
the weaknesses of your flesh? We have no time for 
this. We must redeem the time and preach the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit to everyone in the world. 
Only when we fulfill this calling can the people of 
this world be saved from their sins. Of course, 
whether they listen to the Word of God preached by 
us, believe in them, and thus receive the remission of 
sins is entirely up to them. All that we do is just 
preach the gospel and pray for them; we cannot make 
them believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
by force. We are just fulfilling our duty to preach the 
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gospel of the water and the Spirit and praying for 
them to receive the remission of sins. We must not 
waste our time as the people of this world do. 

Everyone who has really received the remission of 
sins and become a righteous person by faith desires 
to live by trusting in Jesus Christ. Indeed, we are in 
fact living by the unwavering faith that the Lord has 
blotted out all our sins with the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit. It’s by trusting in and serving the 
righteousness of God that we are able to live in a way 
that’s pleasing to God and have the Lord completely 
reign over every aspect of our lives. Today, God has 
blessed all of us to live such an amazing life with the 
fullness of the Spirit. So we give all our thanks to 
God. We are so grateful for the salvation and the 
Spirit-filled life that God has given to us, and we are 
even more thankful that God has blessed us not to go 
astray from this godly life but always abide in Him. 
Words cannot describe just how grateful we are that 
the Lord has given us the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 5:16, 
“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Do 
you really recognize that this present age is evil? 
About 10 years ago, I had told you that it would 
become more and more difficult to preach the gospel. 
What has happened since then? Are we not actually 
living in such a time when it is becoming evermore 
difficult to preach the gospel?  

Have you seen the movie Schindler’s List? The 
movie is set against the backdrop of Nazi Germany’s 
occupation of Poland during World War II, and its 
plot revolves around a man named Oskar Schindler, 
an opportunistic German businessman willing to do 
anything to ensure his own success, including turning 
a blind eye to the atrocities committed by the German 
military. Schindler resorted to all kinds of nasty 
things to take over a plant in a Polish town, from 
becoming a member of the Nazi Party to bribing the 
German military officials in charge. However, when 
he came to know a Jewish accountant named Stern, 
he began to hear the voice of his conscience speaking 
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out against the holocaust of the Jewish people.  
When he found out that the Jews in his factory 

were about to be shipped to the gas chamber in 
Auschwitz, he finally decided to save them. Having 
planned to divert as many Jews as possible by bribing 
the German officials with his money, he and Stern 
made a list of the Jews to be saved, which came to be 
known as Schindler’s list. In the end, he was able to 
save over 1,100 Jews. When the war ended with the 
defeat of Germany, Schindler looked at his ring with 
a profound regret and said, “I could have saved a few 
more Jews if I had sold this ring.” These words left 
an indelible impact on my mind.  

Because of the hard work that we are doing to 
preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
support its ministry, countless people all over the 
world are now being saved. It’s not just a few that are 
being saved. On the contrary, the number of the 
people being saved thanks to our labor far exceeds 
our imagination. If we continue to serve and preach 
the gospel like this as we have done to this day, 

countless more people will receive the remission of 
sins; but if we succumb to complacency and do not 
devote all our effort to this endeavor, many people 
will miss the opportunity. We will then end up 
regretting over this missed opportunity, just as 
Schindler’s sighed in regret at the end of the movie. 

Once the Great Tribulation descends on this world, 
it will be impossible for us to preach the gospel. 
When war breaks out, we won’t even have access to 
the Internet anymore. We will then have no other 
choice but to confine ourselves to our own country 
and preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit just 
to our immediate family members. When this 
happens, we will be full of regret and wish we had 
worked more diligently while we still could. The 
time will soon come when we will not be able to 
work anymore. That is why I keep emphasizing to 
you and our ministers just how important it is for all 
of us to carry out God’s work while we still can.  

Indeed, in order to preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, all of us must submit to one another in 
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the fear of Christ and live by faith in the God-
established order. We ought to live for the gospel 
right now at this very moment, not sometime later, 
for this present age in which we are living is running 
toward its end.  

I am sure that you all heard about ecological 
problems threatening the Amazon River. The 
Amazon is the largest river in the world, but it’s said 
that recent droughts have drastically reduced its flow 
to a mere trickle of its former glory. When we hear 
about how the Amazon River is drying up from 
droughts like this and the Amazon Forest, once the 
largest tropical rain forest in the world, is being 
destroyed, we can see just how serious global climate 
change is. Anyone can surmise from such troubling 
trends that it’s not too far for this planet earth to face 
devastating famines, floods, earthquakes, and 
epidemics. When we turn to the Book of Revelation, 
we see the Bible prophesying that a third of all the 
forests in the world will be burnt down. The world 
will also be stricken with famines, floods, and 

earthquakes, and along with such natural disasters, 
war will break out and the Antichrist will appear.  

Although such events will unfold in the very near 
future, we are not troubled at all. That’s because we 
have already prepared for all these events with 
foresight. We know that such disasters are merely the 
inevitable fulfillment of what has to happen to this 
world, and therefore far from being unsettled, we are 
living with the fullness of the Spirit.  

It’s not too late yet, for although disasters are 
accelerating rapidly, this world is not going to be 
destroyed right away. When massive earthquakes 
break out all over the world and over half its 
population perishes from such natural disasters, when 
we can actually feel and see the Great Tribulation 
unfolding, it’s then that we should expect Christ to 
return soon. No matter what, we must continue to 
preach the gospel while we can. Of course, I am not 
suggesting here we have somehow not been faithful 
enough to our calling, as all of us have indeed 
worked diligently and tirelessly for the Lord. Rather, 
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my point is that we ought to continue to work as 
diligently as we have done so far.  

What I am thankful to God more than anything 
else is the fact that we are able to work according to 
God’s good pleasure. And I am all the more grateful 
that I can carry out this righteous work with none 
other than you all, my coworkers. Words cannot 
describe just how thankful I am that God has 
protected us and blessed us to serve the gospel to this 
very day. I hope and pray that God would continue to 
bless us to live with the fullness of the Spirit.  

Let me end today’s sermon by wishing for every 
blessing of God to be with all of us who are serving 
the gospel and living with the fullness of the Sprit.  
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Those Who Live with  
The Fullness of the Spirit 
 
 

< Ephesians 5:15-21 > 
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as 

fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. And do 
not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 
but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
submitting to one another in the fear of God.” 

 
 
This year’s discipleship training camp ended just 

recently. On this coming Wednesday, we will be 

holding a special worship service to pray for our 
literature ministry. We will then make a financial 
pledge on this coming Sunday to support our 
literature ministry for the latter half of this year. As 
you may know well, this ministry costs a lot of 
money. However, I am sure that our God will take 
care of everything if we pray to Him sincerely 
enough. That’s why we are holding a special prayer 
session this Wednesday, to ask God for financial 
resources in particular to fund our literature ministry. 
Anyone can get self-complacent or become idle over 
God’s work after doing the same work for a long 
time. So, it is appropriate for us to set a new goal to 
get out of monotony and renew our focus. For this 
reason, we set new mission goals and make a 
financial pledge twice a year to avoid falling into 
self-complacency.  

We just read Ephesians chapter 5 for today’s 
Scripture passage. Lately I have been preaching 
about Ephesians so much that it seems as though 
every time I give a sermon, it’s always drawn from 
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Ephesians. I keep preaching from this Epistle 
because I think I have not been able to plant its 
lessons firmly in your heart.  

 
 

Definition of the Spirit-filled Life 
 
There is one particular verse that stands out in 

today’s Scripture passage, and it is Ephesians 5:18: 
“Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 
but be filled with the Spirit.” How good is it for you 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  

When people get drunk, they act differently from 
their normal behavior. Some people keep saying the 
same thing over and over again; others keep on 
singing; and still others try to pick a fight with just 
about anyone. Like this, when people get drunk, they 
all end up losing their normal inhibitions.  

However, the Bible says clearly here in Ephesians 
5:18, “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.” That we 

ought to be filled with the Spirit means literally that 
our hearts ought to be led and ruled completely by 
the Spirit of God. This passage, in other words, 
admonishes us all to follow Christ’s life amid the joy, 
power, and blessings given by the Holy Spirit. Like 
this, to be filled with the Spirit is to be ruled by the 
Spirit. It means letting our minds and lives be guided 
by the providence of God rather than just by our own 
human rationality. Taking a step further, living with 
the fullness of the Spirit means living according to 
God’s good pleasure rather than our own fleshly 
desires.  

Indeed, if we really want to live with the fullness 
of the Spirit, we must live in a way that’s pleasing to 
God. As the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God dwelling 
in the hearts of all of us who believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, we ought to submit 
ourselves to this Spirit and follow Him in obedience 
to His good pleasure.  

How should you then lead your life before God to 
live a life that’s pleasing to Him? Jesus Christ, God 
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Himself, blotted out all your sins and mine with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit when He came to 
this earth. And now that you and I believe in this 
Truth, we ought to spread all over the world this faith 
of ours that has saved us all. That is what it really 
means to live with the fullness of the Spirit. When 
God told us to be filled with the Spirit, He was telling 
us to devote our whole lives to preaching His gospel 
and saving the lost souls. 

It’s written in Romans 8:5-6: “For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
Two kinds of lives are described in this passage: One 
that’s led according to the flesh, and one that’s led 
according to the Spirit. 

 
 
 
 

What Does It Mean to Follow the Flesh 
and Its Thoughts? 

 
This refers to a life that’s led according to the lusts 

of one’s own flesh. Those who love their own flesh 
are drawn to their carnal thoughts and follow the 
lusts that spring forth from their hearts. They are 
steeped in their own carnal emotions. Such people 
think as follows: “I want to do whatever I like in my 
life. I want to make a lot of money, travel all over the 
world, and enjoy my life to my heart’s content. I 
want to live freely without anyone meddling in my 
affairs. I also want to try everything and anything. 
It’s my life, and so I want to do whatever I want. I 
don’t care what anyone says; I just wish I could do 
anything I want.” If you are living according to such 
fleshly thoughts, then your life is one that’s led 
according to the flesh.  

However, my fellow believers, it’s a grave sin in 
God’s sight to follow one’s own fleshly thoughts like 
this. If you follow your carnal thoughts, you will then 
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not be able to follow the thoughts of the Spirit, and 
therefore end up disobeying the will of God and 
ultimately garner His enmity. Like this, following the 
lusts of the flesh is to commit a grave sin before God. 
Anyone who follows his own flesh is breaking God’s 
Law. 

Although we have received the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
it’s still possible for us to sometimes fall into our 
own fleshly thoughts or follow the flesh. However, 
there is a fail-safe mechanism that prevents us from 
falling too far into the flesh and leading such a carnal 
life. This is none other than the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us. As the Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts 
as our Master and Guardian, He convicts our hearts 
whenever we want to follow our flesh. As a result, 
we find it unbearable to continue to follow the flesh, 
and we are compelled to turn around and set our 
minds on the things of the Spirit.  

 
 

We Have Two Masters 
 
One of our two masters is the fleshly ego, while 

the other Master is the Holy Spirit—that is, the Spirit 
of God. These two masters inside us each demand 
different things from us. The Holy Spirit says to us, 
“Do this work that’s pleasing to God as I am 
commanding you. I will then give you joy, peace, 
and blessings, and I will also make sure that you bear 
the fruit of righteousness.” But your fleshly ego does 
not stay still. It also says to you, “Listen to me, and I 
will give you joy. Of course, this joy is followed by a 
certain sense of emptiness later on, but it’s not all 
that bad, since it’s felt by only those who actually 
had some joy to begin with. If you do as I say, you 
will be happy. So do as I command you.” We are 
then torn between these demands coming from our 
two masters, and we find ourselves not knowing what 
to do. We are confronted with the critical question of 
whom to obey. 

All of us who believe in the gospel of the water 
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and the Spirit should obviously follow the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. The problem, however, is that 
there are some people among us who sometimes 
prefer to obey and follow the dictates of the flesh. 
But when such people actually follow their own 
fleshly ego, they just end up committing sin, their 
hearts are troubled, and they lose their joy. And they 
eventually realize that the joy that’s accrued from 
following their own fleshly ego is momentary, 
whereas the suffering that follows is long-lasting. 
That is why the Apostle Paul said, “Do not be drunk 
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). Whoever follows his 
own flesh will face nothing but suffering in the end, 
and therefore God admonished us all to live with the 
fullness of the Spirit.  

 
 
 
 
 

Be Filled with the Spirit Rather than 
Drunk with Wine 

 
Today at this hour, I would like to explain in detail 

what to do to attain the fullness of the Spirit. You and 
I are Christians. As you and I believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, we have become God’s 
sinless children and His workers. As people like this, 
all of us need to know clearly what we must do to 
lead a worthy life filled with the Holy Spirit. To 
achieve this, we must realize first that we are all 
inclined to follow our flesh by nature. Only when we 
recognize that we ourselves often fall into fleshly 
thoughts can we focus our attention on living with 
the fullness of the Spirit.  

Although you have received the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
do you not still follow your fleshly desires in one 
way or another? It’s absolutely indispensable for all 
of us to realize that we ourselves are prone to have 
many fleshly thoughts and fall into them, for it is 
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only then that we can truly grasp just how precious 
the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit is and be 
faithful to it. Thanks to Jesus Christ our heavenly 
High Priest, we have been blessed to escape from all 
our curses on account of our faith, and as a result, we 
have now been spiritually restored. However, 
because our flesh still remains intact, we are still 
prone to be carnally minded, and therefore we 
sometimes find ourselves thinking in a way that’s 
completely opposite to the will of God. Hence, it’s 
absolutely crucial for all of us to admit that we can 
commit sin at any time.  

What does this mean? It means that since we are 
all inclined to follow our flesh by nature, far from 
following God’s commandments, we may actually 
find ourselves disobeying and breaking them. 
However, as we have already accepted the God-given 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we ruminate or 
meditate on this gospel whenever we commit sin. 
Since God Himself said that “the wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23), we know that we had to die 

for our sins, and therefore we can appreciate the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit even more.  

It is written, “For what the law could not do in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God did by 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on 
account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” 
(Romans 8:3). All of us had to admit and confess that 
we were destined to die for our sins. Moreover, to 
escape from the condemnation of our sins that we 
ourselves had to bear, we had to blot out all our sins 
first, but we could not achieve this no matter how 
hard we tried. The condemnation of sin was 
something that we could never avoid on our own. 
That is precisely why Jesus Christ the Son of God 
has blotted out all our sins once and for all with the 
Truth of the water and the Spirit. Jesus Christ had 
come to this earth for our sake, and He had borne all 
our sins by being baptized by John the Baptist. We 
must have this faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit all the time. 

Jesus has saved us from all the sins of the world 
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once and for all through the gospel of the water and 
the Sprit, and therefore all of us who believe in this 
true gospel are now sinless. God has truly 
accomplished what we could not achieve. We believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit with all our 
hearts. The Lord is saying to us, “I am your God, and 
I have saved you from all your sins. I bore not only 
your sins but also all the sins of the entire human race. 
I took upon all your sins and all the sins of everyone 
in this world. So believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Why then do so many people still refuse to believe in 
the righteousness of Jesus, who bore all their sins by 
being baptized, died on the Cross in their place, and 
rose from the dead again? It’s because these people 
are following their own fleshly thoughts rather than 
the will of God. 

Our God is calling everyone to seek spiritual 
restoration. In other words, God is admonishing us to 
restore our hearts by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit that He has given to us. He is 

telling us to restore our hearts through our faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, and by this faith 
set our minds on the things of the Spirit. It is only by 
having faith in the Word of God that all of us can 
receive the remission of sins and attain the fullness of 
the Spirit. 

The Lord has washed away not just our sins but all 
the sins of everyone in this whole wide world at once. 
All human beings can therefore see their hearts being 
completely washed whiter than snow by believing in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It’s by 
accepting the gospel of the water and the Spirit into 
our hearts and following this gospel that we can have 
our hearts filled with the Holy Spirit all the time. And 
the righteous can follow God’s commandments even 
more faithfully by ensuring that their hearts are filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Because the righteous 
themselves are no longer bound by their sins, they 
can be kind and tolerant toward others, and they can 
also preach the gospel to them. They are then filled 
with the Holy Spirit even more, they can live in this 
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world with a joyful heart, and they can also receive 
God’s love throughout their entire lifetime. This is 
how we are compelled to carry out God’s precious 
work. And when we the righteous do so, our hearts 
are rejoiced and happy. Like this, it is far more 
joyous for us to live with the fullness of the Spirit 
than to follow our own flesh, and that is why we are 
obliged to follow the will of the Lord always, carry 
out His work day after day, obey God even more, and 
submit ourselves to Him at all times. None other than 
this is what it means to live with the fullness of the 
Spirit.  

The Bible teaches us to set our minds on God’s 
work, saying, “For to be carnally minded is death, 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” 
(Romans 8:6). If we set our minds on God’s work, 
then we can all live in God’s light. When we think 
about how God has blotted out not only our sins but 
also all the sins of everyone in this world, we are 
reminded of the righteousness of God to renew our 
faith in it, and therefore our hearts are rejoiced. I am 

so grateful to God that we can all receive His 
abundant blessings and enjoy His joy and peace by 
carrying out His work. Words cannot express just 
how thankful I am that God has blessed us to believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit and always 
live with the fullness of the Spirit.  

The Apostle Paul is saying to us that to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace. He is saying that when we are spiritually 
minded, it brings new life and peace to whoever has 
faith in the true gospel and the will of God, who has 
called every saint to do His righteous work. 
Therefore, if you and I living in this present age 
really believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
then we ought to also follow the Lord by trusting in 
this gospel. That is how we can have the fullness of 
the Spirit at all times.  

Is it better to have sin or not to have sin? Of course 
it’s better to have no sin. At one point in my past, 
because of my sins, I had been demon-possessed and 
placed under the rule of Satan, but thankfully, God 
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made it possible for me to realize the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit and receive the remission of sins 
from Him. Words cannot express just how grateful I 
am for that. 

I used to suffer a great deal in agony because of 
my sins in the past. Back in those days, Satan used to 
accuse me of my sins constantly and whisper into my 
ears, “You’ve sinned, haven’t you? You might as 
well just die rather than living like so miserably like 
this.” So, as my suffering was so great, I even came 
very closely to killing myself, thinking, “I should just 
jump off a cliff to death rather than living such a 
wretched life. It will all be over then. The pain of 
death is only momentary, and so why should I 
continue to live with so much suffering like this? I 
might as well put myself out of misery.”  

Fortunately, another thought came into my mind: 
“If I die like this in my sinful state, would I not then 
end up in hell to suffer even more than now? I can’t 
afford to die like this.” So I could not bring myself to 
commit suicide. 

My fellow believers, all of us doomed to be cast 
into hell for our sins without any exception. Yet 
despite this, the Lord came to this earth personally 
for such wretched people like us, bore all our sins 
once and for all by being baptized by John the 
Baptist, died on the Cross, and rose up from the dead. 
As Jesus has thus saved us from all our sins through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, all of us who 
believe in this Truth have now been released from 
each and every sin of ours. How wonderful is it that 
we have been freed from all our sins? There is 
nothing more wonderful than this. Is there any faith 
that’s better than this faith of ours that has saved us 
from all our sins? No, there is no faith that’s better 
than ours anywhere in the world.  

Therefore, we are absolutely convinced that there 
is no life that’s better than one that’s led to preach 
this gospel of salvation, the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. Where would we ever find a better life 
than this? Such a life is found only in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Given the fact that we are living with the 
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fullness of the Spirit, what other life would we ever 
envy? Indeed, this life that’s filled with the Holy 
Spirit is the most wonderful life. How about you 
then? As you listen to today’s sermon, are you really 
living such a Spirit-filled life? 

 
 

Although We Have Received the 
Remission of Sins into Our Hearts, We 
May Have Become Dull with Passing Time 

 
You can imagine just how happy I must have been 

when I first believed in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit and all my sins were consequently blotted 
out of my heart. In fact, when we first heard the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and received the 
remission of sins by believing in this gospel, all of us 
were so grateful to God that our hearts overflowed 
with thanksgiving.  

With passing time, however, we may have become 
too dull to appreciate what God has done for us. In 

some ways, we may even think that it’s only natural 
for our sins to disappear from our hearts since we 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and 
taking this for granted, we may be tempted to follow 
the flesh rather than rejecting carnal thoughts. As a 
result, we may sometimes try to make compromises 
with ourselves to live according to the thoughts of the 
flesh.  

It is precisely to warn us of this that the Apostle 
Paul said, “Do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 
5:18). It’s only when we live with the fullness of the 
Spirit that we can obey the commandments of Jesus 
Christ and follow the guidance of our predecessors of 
faith when they admonish us. Since our predecessors 
of faith preach nothing but the Word of God that 
guides us to the right way, all who trust them and 
follow their guidance will no doubt attain the fullness 
of the Spirit. Only when our lives are filled with the 
Holy Spirit like this can we carry out God’s righteous 
work. And that is why the Apostle Paul is 
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admonishing us to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
My fellow believers, you and I were indeed 

destined to be cast into hell for our sins. We were all 
once standing outside Jesus Christ. Just how 
miserable were we all in those days? However, the 
Lord has saved us all by coming to this earth and 
bearing all our sins on His own body through the 
baptism He received from John the Baptist. Had the 
Lord not saved us from all the sins of the world, we 
would have lived a wretched life in this world 
oppressed by our sins to the very end. How miserable 
would this life have been? We would indeed have 
lived the most wretched life.  

Sadly, countless people living in this world are 
still trapped in such a miserable life. Even though 
their flesh is smiling, their hearts are filled with 
nothing but sorrow. In fact, it’s precisely because 
they are so sad that they are preoccupied with the 
things of the flesh even more obsessively. Put 
differently, they are living such a carnal life in a 
futile attempt to forget their sadness even for a short 

while. That is why so many people commit suicide in 
desperation. Such people who have not received the 
remission of sins yet are indeed all living an accursed 
life. Even at this very moment, countless people are 
beating their chests in suffering.  

In contrast, you and I are now living amidst God’s 
blessings with the fullness of the Spirit. So the 
Apostle Paul told us to praise the Lord with spiritual 
songs and psalms. And just as he admonished us, we 
have written beautiful hymns and we are singing 
them now to praise the Lord. We are now serving the 
most wonderful gospel of the water and the Spirit by 
faith. We are preaching the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit all over the world in our lives, and these 
lives of ours are the truly righteous and worthy lives.  

When people do something bad, at first they feel 
happy because they have done what they wanted to 
do. But soon, when the gravity of their sin sinks in, 
they feel guilty, and this is followed by the fear of 
judgment that continues to torment their hearts. 
Young people like our teenagers are particularly 
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susceptible to suffer even more. Adolescence is a 
very difficult stage in life, as teenagers are 
particularly sensitive to their emotional feelings. 
Although many of them want to live virtuously 
without any shame under the heavens, in reality, they 
may actually end up committing countless sins. It’s 
very easy for adolescents to be swept up by the 
mistaken ideas of the world and set their minds on 
the wrong things.  

Of course, our young brothers and sisters should 
never be drawn by such temptations, but given the 
peer pressure that they face constantly, it’s very 
difficult for them to live by faith amid so much 
pressure and not be influenced by their friends. Too 
many adolescents think that going astray is just a sign 
of boldness and courage. There is a pronounced 
tendency among today’s youths to think that it’s 
actually cool to commit sin. If you are a teenager, I 
admonish you to have the foresight to see that many 
people are actually full of regrets lamenting over 
their wasted youth. You are at a righteous place 

doing a righteous work, and you are a truly 
courageous youth.  

All too often we forget about our first love with 
Jesus. But we can always turn around and once again 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. It’s by faith that we can 
live with the fullness of the Spirit.  

Let’s read Ephesians 5:18 one more time here: 
“Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 
but be filled with the Spirit.” As you and I have 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
Lord’s salvation, we are living with the fullness of 
the Spirit at all the time. That’s because we admit our 
mistakes and follow the Lord by trusting in His 
righteousness, always thanking Him for blotting out 
all our sins. Because we believe that the Lord has 
blotted out not only our sins but also all the sins of 
everyone else, we can live as sinless people always. 
It’s absolutely critical for all of us to realize in our 
minds and hearts that we have become sinless; that 
we have now come to carry out God’s righteous work 
in our lives; that we have been blessed to live in 
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God’s Church doing His righteous work in unity with 
our sinless brothers and sisters; that we have become 
God’s own people and members of His Kingdom; 
that countless people are receiving the remission of 
sins thanks to our labor; that we are saving others by 
supporting the gospel ministry and sacrificing 
ourselves for the sake of the Lord’s righteous work; 
and that we are the truly blessed people.  

 
 

Every Life That Is Led to Serve the Gospel 
of the Water and the Spirit Is the Very 
Life That’s Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 
The Lord always fills us with the Holy Sprit so 

that we would all be able to live such a blessed life 
forever. Put differently, the Lord has blessed us all so 
that we may always abide in God’s Church and 
follow the Lord in our lives. However, if we follow 
our own carnal thoughts and stubbornly refuse to turn 
around from this mistaken direction, we will be 

excluded from this Spirit-filled life. On the other 
hand, if we admit our mistakes whenever we make 
them, once again ruminate on the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit with which the Lord has blotted out all 
our sins, and follow God thanking Him for what He 
has done for us, then our hearts will be filled with 
God’s work and His love. When our hearts are thus 
set firmly on this righteous work of God and follow it, 
we will always live with the fullness of the Spirit. 
None other than this life is what the Lord has granted 
to all of us. And that is why we are so happy and 
blessed. 

My fellow believers, although we are the truly 
blessed people, we may still end up unhappy if we set 
our minds on the wrong standard. Even someone who 
has received the remission of sins may end up 
unhappy like Abraham’s nephew Lot if he follows 
his flesh according to his own carnal thoughts. If you 
let this happen to you, you will turn yourself into a 
selfish person living just for your own flesh like the 
servant in Jesus’ parable who received one talent.  
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Do you really want this to happen to you? Do you 
really want to forsake God like an old rag, stomp on 
His grace, and turn yourself into His opponent and 
enemy? Such people will just turn into the Devil’s 
henchmen and stand against God all their lives, only 
to be appointed their portion with the hypocrites and 
thrown into the pit of fire. Yet do you still want to 
live like this? Our Lord absolutely does not want any 
of us to end up like this. After all, this is not why the 
Lord has saved us. On the contrary, the Lord has not 
only saved us, but He has also blessed us so that we 
would all live every day with the fullness of the 
Spirit. That is why we are so thankful to the Lord.  

We can all see just how intricate God’s purpose 
for us is.  We now know how much God loves us, 
how much He has blessed us, and how much He 
intervenes in our lives to ensure that we are on the 
right path. The Lord therefore told us to walk 
circumspectly in this world, not as fools but as wise, 
and He also told us to redeem the time, for the days 
are evil (Ephesians 5:15-16). 

Our lives on this earth are not everlasting. Our 
entire lifespan is at most 70-80 years (Psalm 90:10). 
Given the fact that our lives in this world are so short, 
how much time do we really have to carry out God’s 
work? It’s obviously much shorter than our lifespan. 
Some people may work for 30 or 40 years, but most 
people have less time to work. If we were born long 
ago in another generation, we might have been able 
to do God’s work for a longer period than now, but 
because we are living in an age when the day of the 
Lord’s return is not that far away, we have even less 
time to carry out God’s work. All of us must 
therefore work diligently now to fulfill our righteous 
calling to save others.  

Many environmentalists all over the world are 
staunchly opposed to whaling. Some of them don’t 
just voice their opposition with words, but they 
actually go out into the sea on their own ship trying 
to obstruct whaling ships from hunting. These people 
risk their lives to uphold their conviction. As it’s 
their highest priority in life to prevent environmental 
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destruction, they do everything possible to stop 
ecological degradation, even putting their own lives 
at risk in the process. Everyone dedicates his life on 
what he considers to be the most precious value. 
Committed environmentalists do everything possible 
to protect nature, unafraid to go anywhere and do 
whatever it takes to investigate the causes of 
environmental destruction and prevent ecological 
degradation, whether it’s the water, the soil, or the air 
that’s being polluted. Many people praise them for 
working so tirelessly for a worthy cause.  

Recently, a massive oil spill near the west coast of 
Korea ruined the lives of countless people depending 
on the sea to make a living. The wholesale 
destruction of the coastline was so severe that some 
of them have even committed suicide out of 
desperation. These people have depended on the sea 
to earn the bread for their families and educate their 
children, but now they cannot do anything as their 
livelihood has disappeared. Their plight is so bad that 
it’s no wonder that some people have taken the 

drastic step of committing suicide. We can see from 
this disaster just how important it is to protect and 
guard the environment to sustain our livelihood. So, 
environmental protection is also a truly worthy cause.  

However, there is another cause that’s even 
worthier than this. It is what God the Creator has 
entrusted to us, and this work is the most precious 
and important work of all. In other words, preaching 
the gospel of God is the most righteous work. We are 
now doing a truly righteous work, for we are laboring 
tirelessly to save everyone according to the will of 
God. We are preaching this gospel now because we 
are so thankful to the Lord for blotting out all our 
sins, and because we know that the Lord has blotted 
out not just our sins but also everyone else’s sins. 
How wonderful is it that we are living for such a 
worthy cause? We are so grateful to God that words 
cannot express all our thanks. And it’s by living like 
this that our hearts are filled with the Holy Spirit.  

If we were to instead follow the flesh, we would 
never have this fullness of the Spirit in our lives. 
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Sometimes, when we succumb to our own fleshly 
standards even for a short while, our hearts are turned 
upside down and our lives feel like a living hell. 
There are times when we feel as though following the 
Lord is to our own detriment. When we see how 
everyone else is just seeking their own interests, we 
feel like we are all alone following the Lord, and we 
feel hated and ostracized. Why do we have such 
feelings? It’s because we are actually following our 
own carnal thoughts.  

In times like these, set your mind on the things of 
the Spirit and follow His work. Then what seemed 
like a living hell will turn heavenly right away. Let 
your mind dwell on spiritual things, remembering 
that the Lord has blotted out not only all your sins but 
also everyone else’s sins; that the Lord has 
commanded you to preach His gospel to everyone; 
that others can also receive the remission of sins 
when they hear the gospel preached by you; and that 
their salvation depends on you. Your heart will then 
be rejoiced and happy.  

God used His written Word to save us from all our 
sins. Therefore, the Truth of the Word written in the 
Scripture will never change no matter how the times 
change. Because the Scripture is the Truth, it bears 
witness of the gospel of the water and the Sprit 
forever. God wrote His Word so that all who have 
received the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit would live with the 
fullness of the Spirit; while all who still have not 
received the remission of sins would know the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit through this Word of God.  

It’s our hearts that must be upright in God’s sight. 
If our hearts are evil rather than upright, then when 
we read the Bible, we would just see evil things. 
That’s because the Word is the truth. Even though 
many people profess to believe in the Word of God, 
those who do so in their sinful state without 
understanding the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
can only see the blessings of the flesh from the Word, 
for their hearts remain wicked and they follow only 
the lust of the flesh. Because they call on the name of 
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God just to satisfy their own lusts, when they read the 
Bible, God only shows them the way to follow the 
wicked lusts of the flesh.  

To illustrate this, consider 3 John 1:2, which says, 
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things 
and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” A 
careful examination of this passage reveals that the 
prosperity of our souls is the precondition to every 
other kind of prosperity. God wants our souls to 
prosper first of all, and then flourish in all things. Put 
differently, God is telling us that we must receive the 
remission of sins first of all, and then follow the 
righteousness of God. God will then help us in 
everything we do.  

However, those whose hearts are wicked 
misinterpret this passage to their own liking, all 
because they are just following their own fleshly 
lusts. So when they read 3 John 1:2, they are far more 
interested in material prosperity than the prosperity 
of their souls, paying hardly any attention to the fact 
that they can actually go to Heaven only if they 

believe in Jesus and His gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Since these people are solely interested in 
becoming wealthy, finding a cure to their physical 
illnesses, or attaining worldly fame, they cannot 
discover this true gospel even as they read the Bible 
hundreds of times. In fact, this is actually God’s 
doing. 

The same principle applies to us the redeemed as 
well. If our hearts are upright in God’s sight, then we 
will be guided by the Holy Spirit. That’s how we 
realize that the Holy Spirit is leading us through the 
Word of God and how we are compelled to follow 
His guidance. However, if our hearts are not upright, 
then we will turn just into fleshly people, and unable 
to understand the Word of God, we will live in a way 
that’s far removed from a spiritual life.  

All of us must set our minds on the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit and follow the work of the Spirit. 
We will then realize what is spiritual, and we will be 
able to do what is truly worthwhile. If we otherwise 
succumb to fleshly thoughts and read the Bible with a 
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carnal mind, we will only see how we can ensure our 
own fleshly prosperity, and if we let this happen, our 
souls will be destroyed eventually.  

During this discipleship training camp, I have 
preached on some of the most essential Word that all 
of you should understand clearly. Today’s sermon is 
no different; I have spoken on these things because 
they are absolutely indispensable to you. And I 
preached the Word of God only because He permits 
me; regardless of how many things I might have 
prepared to say in my sermon, unless God permits 
me I cannot preach even a single line of His Word. 
Although most Christians read the Bible every day, 
those who don’t believe in the Word of God, and 
who are therefore living according to the flesh with 
their hearts still remaining sinful, cannot get any 
correct understanding out of the Scriptures.  

Countless Christians today remain unable to 
receive the remission of sins because they do not 
know the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Hence, 
it’s only a matter of course that they are also 

incapable of preaching this true gospel. Yet despite 
this, these Christian sinners still try to preach the 
Word of God, and they do this not because they 
really believe in the Word of God, but because they 
want to satisfy their own fleshly lusts.  

In contrast, God has blessed you and me to live 
with the fullness of the Holy Spirit and follow the 
thoughts of the Spirit according to His Word. Now, 
by believing in the Word of God, all of us can live 
with fullness of the Spirit every day. So let us all live 
by trusting in God, giving all our thanks to Him for 
guiding us.  
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Stand Against 
The Wiles of Satan 

 
 

< Ephesians 6:10-17 > 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord 

and in the power of His might. Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take 
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your 
waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, 
taking the shield of faith with which you will be 

able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

 
 
The saints must be strong in their hearts. As we 

are living in these end times, we must live by our 
strong faith in the righteousness of the Lord. The 
problem, however, is that the saints and even the 
servants of God tend to be weak-hearted. Sometimes 
even the saints have to be cold-hearted for the gospel, 
for when they can’t bring themselves to be so, they 
can’t be used by God as His instruments for His 
righteous work. If you allow your heart to weaken 
like this, you cannot properly carry out the righteous 
work of God. If God’s servants and saints are weak-
hearted, they cannot run towards God steadfastly and 
unwaveringly. It is therefore very important for the 
servants and the saints of God alike to strengthen 
their hearts with their faith in God. They also must 
have the fear of God in their hearts.  
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All who believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit in this present age must have both an 
unwavering faith and a strong body. That’s because if 
God’s servants and saints are weak-hearted, they are 
more likely to compromise with this world, and it 
would also be more difficult for them to follow the 
righteousness of the Lord to the end. No matter what 
anyone says, all of us must be strong in our 
knowledge of and faith in the gospel Truth of the 
water and the Spirit. Such a strong heart of faith is 
absolutely indispensable to us to stand up to any and 
all enemies opposing the gospel Truth of the water 
and the Spirit and never give in to them.  

The Apostle Paul said here in today’s Scripture 
reading, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might. Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10-11). Some 
people say that I am strong-willed when they see my 
faith. But the strength of my faith does not come 
from my personality, but it is drawn from the gospel 

power of the water and the Spirit. That’s because 
unless my faith is strengthened by God and His 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, I will inevitably 
kneel before my enemies.  

Were it not for my wholehearted faith in the 
righteousness of God and my sincere fear of God, I 
would have given up my ministry by now. It’s 
because the Lord gave me strong faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit and the heart to fear God 
that I could answer my calling to preach the gospel 
all over the world. I could have never followed the 
Lord by any means other than my fear of God and 
my faith in His righteousness. There is a saying in 
Korea that goes, “The train moves no matter how 
loudly a dog barks at it.” So even when I face many 
detractors, I say to them, “You can bark all you want, 
but I will go on my way of the Truth.” No matter 
what anyone says to us, all of us must march forth by 
our faith in God and His gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.  

Therefore, when we look at ourselves, let us not 
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look subjectively but through God’s eyes. We are 
bearing witness of the Truth, testifying to everyone 
that the gospel of the water and the Spirit is the real 
Truth of salvation, not the gospel of only the Cross. 
So we can run towards the goal God has set for us 
only if we have a strong heart and strong faith. Only 
then can we reach the destination that God wants us 
all to reach.  

We have been able to live by such faith to this day 
all because of the gospel of salvation that our Lord 
has given us and the faith to fear God. This is so 
obvious. We’ve been able to serve God not because 
we have a strong will or a resilient personality, but 
because we have become God’s soldiers through our 
faith in the gospel of the water and the Spirit that 
constitutes the Lord’s righteousness. We have kept 
this faith until this very day. And we must continue 
to live by trusting in the righteousness of the Lord.  

Do you know just how many people are opposing 
us and trying to prevent us from following our Lord 
and His righteousness? Do you know how 

ferociously these detractors are standing against us 
and trying to bring us down? Yet even so, we have 
never surrendered our faith to them. As far as our 
faith in the righteousness of God is concerned, we 
have never surrendered it cowardly to anyone but 
always stood up in its defense. The Apostle Paul also 
said here, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might” (Ephesians 
6:10). This passage clearly teaches us to strengthen 
ourselves by trusting in the righteousness of the Lord. 

It’s to defend our faith that we are standing up to 
all the opponents of the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. When we are mercilessly attacked and derided 
by our detractors, are we supposed to just smile at 
them without putting up any resistance? No, we 
ought to defeat them by our faith. Our hearts must be 
strong enough to stand against all such opponents of 
the righteousness of God and tell them clearly that 
their faith is wrong.  

If you allow yourself to be weak-hearted even as 
you believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
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then you will end up surrendering to the opponents of 
the righteousness of God. This is actually what 
happened to many weak-hearted saints. So we must 
never allow our faith to become weak. It’s not only a 
grave sin for our hearts to be weakened before God, 
but it will also turn us into His enemies. Far from 
praising the righteousness of God, such weak-hearted 
people will end up turning into God’s opponents and 
eventually stand up against His righteousness. 
Referring to the Pharisees, the Lord said through the 
Apostle Paul, “For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3). All of us 
ought to engrave the Word of God in our hearts and 
stand up to all such hypocritical opponents 
courageously by faith. It’s a serious mistake for the 
people of God to be weak-hearted.  

 
 
 

We Must Stand by Our Unwavering Faith 
and Faithfully Carry Out God’s Work 

 
The righteous must use their faith in God’s 

righteousness against all their opponents regardless 
of whether they are strong or weak. That’s because 
we have this duty to guide all who still have not 
received the remission of sins into the Truth of 
salvation. To do so, we ourselves must first be 
standing firmly by faith on the side of the righteous 
God. The foremost duty of God’s people and servants 
is to carry out His work, and to fulfill this duty, they 
must have wisdom, faith, fear of God, perseverance 
and hard labor. Even though the people of this world 
stand up against us the believers in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, we must work even harder to 
guide them into Christ by trusting in the Lord’s 
righteousness. And to achieve this, we must stand 
ever more firmly on our faith.  

No saint can follow God’s righteousness if his 
faith in this righteousness of God is too weak. You 
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must remember this clearly. Our hearts must have 
faith in the Lord’s righteousness, and our minds must 
be set on the righteousness of God. For us to live out 
our faith, we must first make up our minds to follow 
God’s righteousness.  

To carry out God’s work properly, we should 
never allow our faith in the righteousness of God to 
be weakened. We cannot afford to be weak in such 
an evil world if we really want to live by trusting in 
God’s righteousness. Far from it, our faith must be 
strong. I want your faith in the righteousness of God 
to be strengthened even more than your body. It’s our 
faith in the Lord’s righteousness that all of us must 
be strengthened. 

Our temporal circumstances can change easily. 
There are windy days, foggy days, sunny days, and 
rainy days. Just as day and night come and go 
constantly, the present situation of our lives can 
change all the time. However, my fellow believers, 
our lives of faith that are led by trusting in the 
righteousness of God should never change. The 

harder our lives turn, the stronger our faith in the 
righteousness of God must become. So let us not fear 
the windy storm that’s ahead of us, for the stronger 
the wind is, the farther the fragrance of the gospel is 
spread, just as it’s written in the Song of Solomon:  

“Awake, O north wind, 
And come, O south! 
Blow upon my garden,  
That its spices may flow out.  
Let my beloved come to his garden  
And eat its pleasant fruits” (Song of Solomon 

4:16).  
My fellow believers, if we really have faith in the 

righteousness of the Lord, then the more difficult the 
circumstances of our lives become, the more we will 
rely on the righteousness of God. It’s actually when 
our physical circumstances are too comfortable that 
we struggle to carry out God’s work, not when our 
circumstances are too difficult. All of us therefore 
ought to pray to our Lord to give us unwavering faith 
in His righteousness, and ask Him earnestly to help 
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us live by faith. And we must abide by our faith in 
the Lord’s righteousness and live according to the 
will of God, always strengthening ourselves in the 
Lord. It’s by the power and strength of the Lord that 
we are made strong; and it’s by our faith in the 
Lord’s righteousness that we can defeat all our 
enemies.  

 
 

God Commanded Us to “Stand Against the 
Wiles of the Devil” (Ephesians 6:11) 

 
What must we do to stand against the evil wiles of 

the Devil? We must put on the whole armor of God 
by faith. Paul said here in Ephesians 6:11-12: “Put 
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.” He then went on 

to say in the following verse, “Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand” (Ephesians 6:13). The Lord clearly told us to 
stand against the wiles of the Devil. 

The Bible also tells us that we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood. This means that our struggle 
is not against the physical force and violence of any 
human beings. Rather, the Lord told us to fight 
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Who is the enemy that we the 
righteous must fight? The enemy in our battle is the 
Devil. We should never fear the Devil or lose our 
courage before him. Satan is working in this world 
along with the rulers of the darkness of this age. 
People are being ruled by the Devil.  

We must therefore stand against Satan by our faith 
in the righteousness of God. That’s because the Lord 
told us to trust in God’s Word, take it by faith, and 
stand against the Devil. Satan has the power rule over 
everything in this world. All the institutions in this 
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world are under Satan’s clutch, and the Devil is 
working through such instruments of control. That is 
why we have no choice but to fight against all who 
are seized by evil spirits.  

 
 

God Told Us to Stand Against the Devil 
with God’s Word 

 
It’s written in Ephesians 6:16-17, “Above all, 

taking the shield of faith with which you will be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.” The Lord clearly 
told us here to fight Satan with the Word of God. He 
is saying to us to stand against the servants of Satan 
by trusting in the Word of God. And He also told us 
to take the shield of faith above all in our battle 
against the Devil.  

What does it mean to take the shield of faith into 
our battle? It means that we must fight the evil 

servants of Satan by our faith in the Word of God. 
One of the characteristics of Satan’s work is that it’s 
divisive. The “fiery darts” in today’s Scripture 
passage implies that we are at war. Satan shoots the 
fiery darts of condemnation at every sinner to enslave 
and bind everyone in sin. That’s why we are 
spreading the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
preaching the Truth that Jesus has blotted out all the 
sins of this world once and for all with the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. We must therefore wash 
away everyone’s sins with the gospel of Truth, which 
is the sword of the Word of God.  

In modern warfare, the attacking force usually 
begins its assault by bombing the enemy camp into 
rubble. After the air campaign is over, ground troops 
are sent in to sweep away the remaining enemy 
forces and occupy the land.  

The work that we are doing now for the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit is akin to what’s done by 
ground troops. Jesus has already blotted out all the 
sins of this world once and for all with His righteous 
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work of salvation. The Lord has completely 
eradicated each and every sin in this world once and 
for all with the gospel of the water and the Spirit. All 
that we are doing now is just spreading this news to 
everyone around the world. In other words, our Jesus 
has already dealt a preemptive strike against Satan 
with the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and the 
only remaining task for us is to march into the 
spiritual battlefield of this world, preach the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, and deliver all who believe 
in this gospel from the condemnation of their sins 
and the power of Satan. By doing so we can “quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked one” (Ephesians 
6:16) just as the Lord commanded us. 

 
 

Satan Shakes People’s Hearts with Tricky 
Schemes 

 
The Devil poisons people’s souls with tricky 

schemes. Satan is so cunning with his deception that 

many people are happily going about with their lives 
even as they are being deceived by the Devil. Satan is 
the deceiver of the human heart and the defiler that 
turns human beings into filthy sinners. He is trying to 
deceive us into forsaking the Truth in return for 
fleshly pleasures. He is doing everything possible to 
prevent people from being drawn to the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. The way how Satan works on 
human beings is by promising them material 
prosperity, enticing them to replace the Truth with 
fleeting carnal pleasures. The end result of all this is 
the certain death of the human soul.  

This is so evident when we look at how Satan tries 
to work among us the righteous or non believers. It’s 
true that we often have to endure material losses 
while preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Nonetheless, the only wish that we the redeemed 
have is to stand firmly by trusting in the Word of 
God, to never be enslaved by the Devil again, and to 
live as the servants of the righteousness of God. And 
we also want this for all the believers in the gospel of 
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the water and the Spirit who are following in our 
footsteps. 

Whereas we are preaching the gospel to everyone 
all across the world, Satan and his servants are trying 
hard to deceive the hearts of the believers in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. By deceiving 
people’s hearts with false Christian doctrines, the 
Devil is preventing them from coming to the 
righteousness of God. However, so long as we have 
faith in the righteousness of God in all things, we can 
indeed stand up against Satan and overcome him. We 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit so 
that we would prosper in both body and soul. 
Likewise, it’s because I want you to flourish in God’s 
sight that I am asking you to be united with His 
servants. It is to prevent Satan from planting himself 
in your heart and faith.  

I look at Satan’s servants as fools because they 
cannot recognize the Church that is preaching the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit to them. Far from 
recognizing God’s Church, they actually think it’s 

the same as any church in this world. Even as they 
compare and weigh different churches, they are too 
confused to discern the one true Church from all the 
false ones. There are some people even in God’s 
Church who still haven’t made up their mind to live 
only for the gospel and are instead thinking about 
leaving the Church. We have no choice but to say to 
them, “You have already received the remission of 
your sins by believing in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. So you belong to the Lord now. God’s 
Church is where you ought to be. But if you still 
want to leave God’s Church, then go wherever you 
would like to go. One thing that’s clear though, is 
that you have to go to a church that preaches the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. But remember that 
this gospel is preached nowhere else but God’s 
Church. Yet do you still want to go to another church 
regardless of whether it’s preaching the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit or not? If that’s what you want, 
then there is nothing we can do to stop you.”  

Of course, it hurts our hearts to say these things. 
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But we have no lingering attachment to anyone who 
devalues this genuine gospel. After all, we can 
preach this true gospel to another soul that still does 
not know it. And since we are doing God’s work, we 
are confident that God Himself will raise more 
workers among the born-again saints of the world if 
they are needed. We are sure that God will bring 
even more souls into our fold and raise even more 
workers for us. Even among those who profess to 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, there 
still are some people who don’t recognize God’s 
Church. While we do everything possible to 
admonish them to stay in God’s Church, if they 
absolutely refuse to listen to us, then we don’t try to 
hold them back anymore.  

Right now, God’s Church is working hard to save 
every lost soul from all the sins of the world. But we 
are not working to gather together anyone who 
despises the righteousness of God. Such people have 
nothing to do with us who truly believe in God. But 
the greedy false prophets of this world don’t care 

whether or not people believe in the righteousness of 
God, as Satan stirs them up to gather together such 
people and exploit them only to enrich themselves. 
For instance, there once was a Christian leader in 
Korea who put so much emphasis on church 
offerings that whenever there were new church 
attendees, he insisted on preaching the gospel 
personally to them so long as they were rich. In fact, 
he went as far as saying that the gospel should be 
preached to the rich first, and he justified this on the 
grounds that a poor church could not preach the 
gospel effectively. The logic behind this was that 
having rich members meant a rich church, and a rich 
church in turn meant more members. So this leader 
accumulated a great deal of wealth for himself, but 
he ended up completely drifting away from the 
spiritual dominion.  

What’s more, this church leader thought that 
whenever the congregation prayed to God during the 
worship service, he himself had to pray on behalf of 
the whole congregation. So he always made sure that 
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he was the only person to pray during the worship 
service, while everyone else in his church just said 
amen after him. In such a church, no one has to pray 
aloud or call on the name of the Lord. In some ways 
it may seem as though this kind of church is more 
composed and orderly than our Church. But it is 
completely missing the Truth as the Lord said to us, 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you”’ (Matthew 7:7). Yet 
this is how Satan is working among so many 
Christians nowadays, by blowing fleshly greed into 
their hearts.  

 
 

Begin Your Battle of Faith 
 
The Lord said that it’s a battle of faith for the 

saints not to surrender to the power and words of the 
Devil, but to preach the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit steadfastly. Our spiritual battle is all about 
saving people’s souls from their sins. We are doing 

this work of saving the soul with the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. That we are 
waging spiritual war against the Devil means that we 
are saving people through the true gospel, never 
surrendering ourselves to any false gospel.  

Our spiritual battle is not fought by relying on our 
own human passions, although this is clearly what 
the Devil prefers, as he likes it when we are stirred 
up in a fit of passion and rely on our own strength to 
fight him. The Devil is also pleased when we seek 
fleshly riches rather than serving and preaching the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. He is delighted 
when we rely on our own fleshly strength to carry on 
with our lives. Satan’s intent is to make us believe 
that whatever victory we have won has been 
achieved by our own work and efforts. Anyone who 
seeks the riches of the flesh even as he calls himself a 
servant of God is nothing more than a servant of 
Satan. And it’s better for God’s Church not to have 
such people.  

We believe in the gospel of the water and the 
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Spirit, and we are rejoiced to preach the 
righteousness of God in our lives. So we must live by 
the grace of God and serve the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit all the time. We must fight for the sake 
of the gospel of the water and the Spirit and never 
give into our enemies. To do so, we must follow the 
will of God’s Church.  

However, the problem is that some people in 
God’s Church are more preoccupied with their own 
affairs than God’s work. We can find a typical 
example of this in 3 John verse 9, which says, “But 
Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence 
among them, does not receive us.” The only goal that 
such a person has is to find a way to exalt himself 
and elevate his own status in God’s Church, and this 
can only mean that he has already fallen into the evil 
wiles of Satan.  

 
 
 
 

To Clinch Victory, We Must Arm 
Ourselves with the Word of God 

 
Now that we have received the remission of our 

sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, we are bound to come into conflict with Satan, 
and the outcome of this battle depends on whether or 
not we really trust in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. For us to win in this battle, we must take the 
Word of God. The Bible says that the Word of God is 
like a sword. It’s also crucial for us to take the shield 
of faith into our spiritual battle. Whenever Satan tries 
to deceive us with his lies, we must discern them 
with the Word of God and stand against the Devil by 
faith.  

The gospel that today’s Christians believe in is not 
the true gospel of God—that is, it is not the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. But it is the will of God for 
each and every Christian to believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, and that is why we are doing 
this work of God for every lost soul. 
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It’s also God’s will for us to raise and nurture new 
workers who would preach the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit as God’s servants. God’s servants are 
not there just to ensure their worldly prosperity. So 
it’s evil to try to undermine God’s servants who 
preach the gospel of the water and the Spirit. That’s 
not doing God’s work. The work we do to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit is God’s work, not 
the Devil’s work. All who don’t live for the gospel of 
the water and the Sprit will fall into Satan’s 
temptation.  

The Word of God is absolutely indispensable for 
us to discern every lie and every evil wile of Satan. 
It’s with the Word of God that we can discern and 
judge correctly. And whenever we look at what’s 
going on in the Church, it is also with the Word of 
God that we can see whether or not it’s the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Most churches are just trying to accumulate 
worldly riches and expand their influences. Satan 
uses such greedy pastors for his work. When we look 

at what the Devil has been doing to this very day, we 
can see that this is how he has always worked. The 
word “principalities” that’s mentioned in today’s 
Scripture passage refers to the rulers of nations. 
When we look at Satan’s work, we can see that the 
Devil worked through the rulers of this world, 
whether in the days of the Old Testament or the New 
Testament.  

During the Early Church era, all the Apostles 
believed in and preached the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. Countless people at that time heard the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit from the Apostles. 
The gospel that the Apostles preached so 
energetically in the days of the Early Church is none 
other that the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
However, to undermine the Truth preached by the 
Apostles, Satan used the power of a man named 
Constantine. When this man became the emperor of 
Rome, he approved Christianity as a state religion. 
As life was made so much easier for Christians, 
Constantine was able to weaken their hearts, enticing 
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them to compromise with the secular authorities of 
this world. This is how Satan works.  

Paul admonished us to “quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked one” (Ephesians 6:16), and this means 
that we must thwart Satan’s attacks by trusting in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that our Lord gave 
us. Satan is trying to extinguish the real Truth and the 
real faith with his evil wiles. He incites fleshly 
desires in our hearts constantly. He stirs up carnal 
greed in us so that we would be tempted to seek only 
fleshly success. In other words, the Devil entices us 
to pay more attention on increasing the number of the 
congregation than preaching the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit to the lost souls. 

The biggest temptation when ministering God’s 
Church is the allure of increased membership. If our 
ministers are not careful, they can easily fall into this 
temptation and end up paying much more attention 
on how to increase the size of the congregation rather 
than how to live a proper life of faith before God. 
Satan has been using this trick from long ago, and he 

has succeeded in this scheme to some degree. And 
even now, his servants are addicted to this same trick. 
Too many people are being deceived by such evil and 
dirty wiles of Satan.  

But we must take the living Word of God by faith, 
use the shield of faith, and thereby defeat all the dirty 
wiles of the Devil. None of us should ever fall into 
such a mistake. God’s servants should not be 
preoccupied with the size of their congregation. If 
God brings more souls to us, we should be grateful, 
and if this is not the case, we should pray for the lost 
souls and look for them. How about you then? Do 
you go out looking for lost souls? Or are you content 
with the status quo, thinking that you’ve done 
enough? All of us ought to go out to look for lost 
souls and work hard to save them. Taking the Word 
of God by faith, we must attack and extinguish the 
work of the wicked. We should never succumb to 
self-complacency steeped in fleshly thoughts.  

The Bible says that we must take the Word of God 
so that we “may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
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and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). As 
this passage makes it clear, it’s absolutely 
indispensable for all of us to follow God and live by 
faith. Only when we walk by faith in God’s sight can 
we all stand upright without any shame when the day 
comes for us to stand in the presence of the Lord.  

It is not right for us to elevate ourselves while 
claiming to do God’s work. Whoever belongs to God 
must just strive to save others’ souls by trusting in 
the righteousness of God. All of us must take the 
Word of God and with this faith save as many souls 
as possible. Our battle is not a physical battle. It is a 
spiritual warfare. It is a battle of faith. We are waging 
war for the sake of the Truth to defend our faith in 
the Word of God. What is important is not how we 
can increase our church membership, but whether or 
not we are able to save so many souls who are 
suffering in Satan’s clutch even now.  

It is not we who loved God, but it is God who 
loved us first. But even as God loves us all, if we 
seek just our own interests instead of sharing God’s 

love with everyone else, then we will no doubt end 
up turning into unscrupulous charlatans. The wicked 
Devil will make sure that this happens to us.  

To stand against the wiles of the Devil, all of us 
must put on the whole armor of God by believing in 
His Word. Satan’s wiles are evil and cunning beyond 
description. To defeat such wicked wiles, we must 
put on the whole armor of God by faith and stand up 
to the Devil. Even though the wicked Devil tempts us 
into thinking that the gospel of life would be spread 
even more effectively if our influence grows, this 
actually is not the case. Satan is just trying to trick us 
into obsessing about increasing our worldly influence. 
And with this trick, he is trying to delude us into 
thinking that we should rely on our own strength to 
preach the gospel of life. But to give into such a 
temptation is to surrender to the evil wiles of the 
Devil.  

The Word of God is not preached by exercising 
our influence based on a large congregation. It’s by 
faith that we must take the Word of God, and it’s by 
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trusting in this Word that we must reach out to 
sinners and save their souls. The problem, however, 
is that there still are some people in God’s Church 
who think that they are living by faith when they 
don’t even know that they had actually died in Christ. 
We need to teach such saints that they had already 
died with Christ for their sins, and that they have now 
risen with Christ; it’s absolutely important for us to 
nurture our saints so that they would live a genuine 
life of faith. And we must continue to preach Jesus 
Christ’s gospel of life to save as many sinners as 
possible. None other than this is God’s work. 

God’s Church is where the believers in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit are gathered together, and 
when the Church’s influence increases, it may shift 
its orientation to draw in more souls. But there is a 
big spiritual pitfall with this, and it is that the people 
drawn indiscriminately into the Church in this way 
may actually be tares rather than the wheat.  

Therefore, whenever we have new believers 
wanting to join our Church, it is very important for us 

to examine their faith carefully and to make sure that 
they do in fact believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. Satan has always worked in the name of 
Jesus to this very day, and he will continue to do so 
in the future. With his evil wiles, the Devil will 
continue to tempt us to wrestle against flesh and 
blood rather than spiritual foes. As we go into our 
spiritual battle, therefore, it’s absolutely crucial for 
all of us to know what kinds of evil tricks Satan uses, 
and see through the cunning trickery that’s hidden 
deep in his wiles. The Devil’s goal is to prevent us 
from preaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
to anyone else.  

So if there is anyone among us who tempts us to 
elevate ourselves and prevents us from serving the 
righteousness of God, then we know for sure that this 
person is not a servant of God. Such people entice us 
to gratify our own fleshly desires and serve another 
man more than God Himself, and by doing so, they 
are in fact helping Satan to achieve his goal, which is 
ruining our ministry of spreading the gospel of the 
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water and the Spirit. All of us must realize this 
clearly.  

That is why the Apostle Paul told us here in 
today’s Scripture passage to put on the whole armor 
of God. Paul admonished us like this so that we 
would all be able to withstand the evil day and stand 
boldly in the Lord’s presence after having done every 
work of God. That is why Paul told us to take the 
whole armor of God. That we should put on the 
Word of God means that we should believe in it and 
that we should take the Word means that we should 
wage our spiritual war by trusting in God’s Word. 

So, I ask you not to try to do God’s work by 
relying on your own human faculty, whether it’s your 
eloquent speech or your intelligence. Instead, you 
must work by trusting in the Word of God. All of us 
must believe in God’s Word, make this Word the 
standard to govern every aspect of our ministry, and 
strive to serve the righteousness of the Lord 
according to the Word. That’s because Satan is 
constantly trying to deceive us the believers in the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit so that we would 
fall into a carnal life. The Devil is always looking for 
every opportunity to make us fall into the lusts of the 
flesh. This means that Satan is trying to make us 
succumb to the currents of this world and fall into the 
righteousness of man rather than surrendering 
ourselves to the righteousness of God.  

We must therefore stand against the evil wiles of 
the Devil with the Word of God until we overcome 
him in victory. Rather than trying to establishing our 
own righteousness and exalt ourselves, we ought to 
rely on the righteousness of the gospel and exalt God. 
And to achieve this, we have to fight the Devil with 
the shield of faith and the whole armor of the Word 
of God in our spiritual battle.  

 
 

True Faith Is Based on the Written Word 
of God 

 
All of us are more than able to stand against Satan 
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as long as we wage our spiritual battle by believing 
in the Word of God. However, if you yourself can’t 
trust in the Word of God, then you cannot help but 
fall when the Devil tempts you. Only when you have 
unwavering faith in the Word of God can you reject 
Satan’s temptations and stand against him when he 
attacks you. It’s therefore absolutely imperative for 
us to have faith in God’s Word when we stand up to 
the servants of Satan.  

Unless we have the Word of God in our hearts as 
the barometer of our faith, it will be impossible for us 
to discern what is right from what is wrong, and 
consequently we will ultimately lose our spiritual 
battle. When you go into your spiritual battle, you 
have to first discern your enemies clearly and know 
how wicked they are before you can stand up to them. 
If you otherwise can’t even discern your spiritual 
foes, thinking that they have both good and bad sides, 
then you can’t really stand against them with any 
determination. In other words, if you think 
ambivalently that not every claim of your enemies is 

wrong, you can’t really fight them with all your 
resolve. Far from it, you will end up being devoured 
by them.  

The Devil does not attack us just with obviously 
evil things. Rather, Satan often uses the Word of God 
to deceive us, twisting the Word so that we would 
ultimately stand up against the righteousness of God. 
It’s therefore absolutely imperative for all of us to 
have unwavering faith in the righteousness of God to 
resist Satan’s wiles. We must stand up to the Devil 
by our faith in the Word of God, serve the Lord to 
preach His gospel, serve the Church, and serve other 
souls.  

 
 

God’s Church Alone Delivers the Word of 
God, the Holy Spirit, and the True 
Christian Faith  

 
As all of us believe in the gospel of the water and 

the Spirit, we all have the Word of God and the Holy 
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Spirit in our hearts. It’s none other than God’s 
Church that preaches the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit with both the Holy Spirit and the Word of God 
that abide in it. It’s in God’s Church that you can find 
the true faith that’s placed in the Word of God and 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Having admonished us to “take up the whole 
armor of God” (Ephesians 6:13), the Apostle Paul 
went on to say: “Above all, taking the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 
with all perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints—and for me, that utterance may be given to 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak” (Ephesians 6:16-20).  

Paul called himself “an ambassador in chains” 

here because at the time of his writing, he was 
chained and imprisoned in Rome. Only when Paul 
was chained as a criminal could he go to Rome, for 
he had to preach the Word of God there also. In other 
words, the Apostle Paul was glad to be in chains 
according to the will of God because he could preach 
the gospel to the high-ranking officials of the Roman 
Empire. He had gone to Rome willingly in chains 
even though he could have avoided it. Like this, the 
Apostle Paul never worked for his own fleshly 
interests. For what did he work then? He always 
worked to expand the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. 

All of us must be united with God’s Church and 
stand against Satan with the Word of God. Whenever 
the Devil works to deceive us, we must stand up to 
him by our faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. For us to elevate ourselves, seek our own 
comfort, or attempt to expand our worldly influence 
is to fall into the evil wiles of Satan. Even though the 
Devil constantly tries to stir up such carnal desires in 
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us, we must throw them all away. We must instead 
trust in the Word preached by God’s Church, spread 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit by this faith, 
and devote all our effort to saving each and every lost 
soul one by one.  

 
 

We Must Be Strong in Our Faith in the 
Word of God 

 
All of us living in these evil days must take the 

Word of God and wage our spiritual war tirelessly. 
And we must win this war by faith. Unless our hearts 
have faith in the Word of God, we too will fall into 
Satan’s wiles. If we really have wholehearted faith in 
God’s Word, on the other hand, we can all overcome 
and triumph over Satan no matter what kind of 
temptation and what kind of persecution come on our 
way. Only when we stand firmly on the Word of God 
by unwavering faith and arm ourselves with this 
Word of God can we live as the Lord’s servants until 

the last day. Under no circumstances should we ever 
allow ourselves to be deceived by the Devil to seek 
the approval of someone else other than God.  

It may seem quite appealing if our faith were 
widely approved by the people of this world. But we 
shouldn’t be happy just because we are approved by 
someone else, nor should we feel discouraged when 
we are not, only to end up neglecting God’s work. 
Rather, we should reflect ourselves on the Word of 
God to see whether or not our faith is right. What we 
should be really concerned about, in other words, is 
whether or not our faith is right when reflected on 
God’s Word. If we cannot find any concrete evidence 
of faith in our hearts when we reflect ourselves on 
the Word of God, then we ought to admit that we are 
not God’s servants. But if we examine ourselves 
before God and see that we truly believe in His Word, 
then we can live as the true workers of faith. Above 
all, we must stand up to the Devil with the Word of 
God.  

Do you know just how evil this age is? We the 
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believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
have sometimes been accused of heresy by some 
Evangelicals who also claim to be born again. They 
have even accused us of heresy just because 
sometimes we pray to God out loud, but where is it 
written in the Bible that praying aloud is of heresy? 
Such absurd claims are made just to stand up against 
us and prevent the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
from being spread. These servants of Satan lie even 
to the new believers who have just recently received 
the remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. They do everything possible to 
make such vulnerable young believers stumble, 
saying to them, “Don’t the believers pray aloud in 
that church when they worship? Don’t they even 
laugh at the hour of worship? Then they are all 
heretics!” However, God said that if anyone causes 
such young believers to stumble, He would curse him 
to be cast into the sea with a millstone hung around 
his neck.  

As we carry out God’s work, we can see how the 

real heretics work so hard to denounce us. Every day 
these heretics teach their followers that they alone are 
right, boasting of how large and influential their own 
denominations are. But these misguided Christians 
are actually trapped in the wiles of Satan. When 
people fall into such a cunning trap, they themselves 
do not know that they are trapped.  

Unless we the believers in the gospel of the water 
and the Sprit are careful, it’s possible for us to also 
be hurt by the servants of Satan. This problem often 
arises when God’s Church begins to flourish. This is 
a vulnerable time for God’s servants as it is when 
Satan tempts them to make compromises with a false 
gospel just to increase the size of the congregation. 
But we must remember God’s commandment to 
defend our faith. Wherever we plant God’s Church, 
it’s done to preach the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to the lost souls in that region one by one and 
save them from their sins step by step, not just to 
enlarge the size of our membership.  

We should preach God’s gospel to the lost souls 
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one by one and pay close attention to them 
individually. Realizing how Satan is trying to 
obstruct our gospel ministry in these end times, we 
must take up the Word of God by faith and live by 
this faith. It’s absolutely important for all of us to 
always have the Word of God with us and be able to 
discern with this Word what the right faith is. Only 
when we take up the Word of God by faith and live 
by this faith can we defeat the evil wiles of Satan and 
overcome him. Otherwise we will once again fall into 
confusion.  

Do you believe in the whole Word, in the 66 
Books of the Bible, from both the Old and New 
Testaments? Believing in every Word of God is 
absolutely indispensable to serving the Lord. If we 
ever fail to serve the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, it’s never because our circumstances are too 
difficult. Rather, whether or not we are able to serve 
the gospel depends entirely on whether or not our 
hearts have faith in the Word of God. What we need 
is the unwavering faith that’s firmly planted in the 

Word of God.  
If we really believe in God’s Word, then the 

gospel of the water and the Spirit will surely be 
spread all over the world. I have every confidence 
that God will be with us always until the very end of 
the world. When we step into the world to preach the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, our God will bring 
even more souls to us and provide for all our needs. 
We will realize this once we put all our hearts’ faith 
in the Word of God. Therefore, as long as our hearts 
have faith in the Word of God, the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit will be spread without fail. 

Our circumstances are never difficult so long as 
we believe in the Word of God with all our hearts. 
Such circumstances are no problem at all. It’s only 
when we don’t believe in God’s Word with all our 
hearts that our difficult circumstances can become a 
challenging issue; as long as there is faith in God’s 
Word in our hearts, there is no problem at all. 
Victory, in other words, is ours as long as we believe 
in the Word of God with all our hearts.  
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So, if we have faith in God’s Word, then the 
gospel of the water and the Sprit through which the 
Lord has saved us from all our sins will never 
disappear even if this world were to disappear. Even 
if this world disappears right before our own eyes, 
our Lord promised us to give us new heavens and a 
new earth. Therefore, no blessing that God has given 
us will ever disappear. God is with us always, and 
this means that no matter what our circumstances 
may be, God is always pleased by those who preach 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit, and He always 
helps them every step of the way. The Lord’s 
promise to answer the saints’ prayer is also effective. 
Therefore, even if our circumstances are difficult, as 
long as we have faith in the Word of God, we can all 
overcome the evil wiles of Satan and save countless 
souls.  

 
 
 
 

Faith in the Will of God Triumphs over the 
Wicked One 

 
My fellow believers, if you really desire to live for 

God and the spreading of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, God Himself will defend your faith and 
take care of all your life. Such faith is absolutely 
indispensable to all of us. Even though our 
circumstances may be difficult and we may not see 
that many tangible results right away, if we trust in 
God wholeheartedly, everything will go well 
according to our faith. But if we don’t believe in the 
righteousness of God with all our hearts, God’s work 
will eventually come to a halt even if it may seem to 
go well at first.  

It is therefore absolutely imperative for all of us to 
have faith in the Word of God. Above all, we must 
take the shield of faith and thwart our enemies’ attack 
by faith. And taking the sword of the Word of God, 
we must defeat the evil wiles of Satan. This is the 
will of God for all of us. We have to defeat evil by 
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trusting in God’s righteousness. Unless we have this 
faith in the righteousness of God and the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, our own souls will perish.  

Don’t you need a shield to protect yourself when 
you are attacked? Of course you do. And that’s why 
it’s so important for us to have faith in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, for we can then thwart any 
and all attacks. Whenever we are attacked by Satan, 
we must stand against him by our faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. If we have faith in the 
Word of God, then we can discern Satan’s attack and 
stand up to him, saying to him, “The Word of God 
says that the gospel of the water and the Spirit is right. 
So I believe in this true gospel.” Your faith in the 
Word of God is your shield. With this shield of faith, 
we can extinguish all the work of Satan and 
overcome him in all things. It’s by faith that we must 
defeat all the cunning wiles of the wicked Devil and 
all his dirty tricks.  

I cannot emphasize enough just how indispensable 
it is for all of us to have faith in the Word of God. 

Only when we have this unwavering faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Sprit and the 
righteousness of God can we overcome this evil 
world. Do you know just how many wicked foes are 
standing against us the believers in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit? There are so many people 
opposing us. We must defeat them all by our faith in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. What matters 
to us is not what anyone else says, but what God 
Himself said. That is the basis of our entire faith.  

Indeed, not only should we defend ourselves from 
our spiritual foes with the gospel Truth of the water 
and the Spirit, but we should also counterattack them 
with this genuine gospel. So long as we believe in the 
gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit, we can all 
thwart any attack coming from the wicked. No matter 
how ferociously the wicked attack us, we are more 
than able to thwart them all, for we have the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit as our sturdy shield of 
faith. We must therefore take this shied of faith 
above all armors to wage our spiritual battle. As we 
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are now living in the end times, it’s that much more 
imperative for us to take up the Word of God by faith.  

Let me draw an example here to explain what it 
means to take up the Word of God by faith. Paul said 
in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with 
Christ.” When you read this passage, you should 
realize that it’s not just the Apostle Paul who was 
crucified with Christ, but you yourself were also 
crucified with Christ. In other words, Jesus Christ did 
not die just for the Apostle Paul, but He bore all your 
sins and mine also through His baptism and died on 
the Cross for us. That we were crucified with Jesus 
means that our old selves were put to death in Jesus 
Christ. Our old selves had already died together with 
Jesus on the Cross. And we have risen with the 
resurrection of Christ. All that remains for us to 
attain our victory is to just believe in this Word of 
God and stand up to the Devil by faith, realizing, “I 
had also died with Christ, but now I am living as a 
righteous person. I have become a new creature!” 
Like this, it’s absolutely imperative for us to believe 

in the Word of God and take it up as our shield of 
faith. 

All of us face countless difficulties throughout our 
entire lifetime. The trials that come on our way are 
not just a few, nor are our opponents just a handful. 
Just as you have faced all kinds of difficult 
circumstances and seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles in your life, so will you continue to face 
them in the future. Indeed, your trials will only get 
more difficult as time goes by. That is why you must 
have faith in the Word of God and stand against the 
evil wiles of the Devil.  

 
 

As We Wage Our Spiritual War Every 
Day, We Will Ultimately Put on the Crown 
of Victory 

 
It’s not to seek our own fleshly prosperity that we 

are serving the gospel of the water and the Sprit. 
Serving the gospel is far removed from an idyllic life. 
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Far from it, it is all about waging a war of faith in our 
everyday lives. And this spiritual war is fought by 
serving the gospel of the water and the Sprit. 
Everyday we thwart Satan’s attacks with our spiritual 
shield of faith, every day we stand against the Devil, 
and every day we prevail over him. It’s very 
important to realize that it’s a pitched battle to live 
out your faith. If we the believers in the 
righteousness of Jesus really want to serve the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit more, we must then be 
glad to go into our spiritual battle. This battle is not a 
struggle against flesh and blood, but it is a spiritual 
struggle. Brothers and sisters alike, all of us are 
waging a spiritual battle against the Devil with one 
shield of our common faith. Not a waken moment 
goes by when we don’t engage in this spiritual battle.  

When we turn to the Old Testament, we see 30 
warriors arising in the days of King David. These 
were brave warriors. They won countless battles, and 
they also took their countless enemies captive. As the 
faithful servants of King David, these warriors were 

only too happy to wage war every day. Similarly in 
God’s Kingdom, those who save many souls are 
those whose faith is strong. No righteous saint should 
ever be reluctant to go into a spiritual battle. Rather 
than wasting their time in a useless struggle, all the 
righteous saints ought to live as Christ’s soldiers, 
standing up against the Devil and saving as many lost 
souls as possible. So, if any servant of Satan comes 
knocking on your door to fight you, I ask you to 
never shun from this fight.  

With enough experience, it’s actually quite 
exciting to engage in a spiritual battle. Even though 
you may have dreaded to wage such a battle for the 
first time, try living for the righteousness of God by 
faith. Once you actually wage your spiritual war, you 
will soon enjoy the experience, for it is a spiritual 
struggle that’s fought to save the lost soul. We are 
not trying to destroy anyone physically.  

All the righteous saints must fight their spiritual 
war by faith. The exhilaration you feel when you 
fight and defeat the Devil with your faith in the Word 
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of God cannot be felt anywhere else. And this 
exhilaration is not afforded to just anyone. It can be 
felt only by those who have become the spiritual 
soldiers of Christ. No righteous saint should ever 
hesitate to fight the Devil. If you really want to carry 
out God’s work and serve the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, then you should never be reluctant to stand 
up to your spiritual foes. All of us must wage our 
spiritual battle by trusting in the Word of God. Only 
when we fight by trusting in God can we stand 
against the Devil and overcome him.  

Individually, we are too weak-hearted not to 
succumb to fear, and therefore it’s absolutely 
indispensable for all us to be united with God’s 
Church, wage our spiritual battle together, and 
prevail over Satan by our common faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. No matter what hardship 
you face, no matter who is opposing you, and no 
matter what accusation your foes throw at you, never 
fall into despair, but always wage your spiritual battle 
courageously by trusting in the Word of God in all 

things.  
Ready yourself and prepare your faith to see 

through Satan’s cunning strategy. You can serve the 
gospel only if you stand against the Devil by trusting 
in the Word of God. In each and every spiritual battle 
we fight, let us all emerge victorious by faith and 
glorify God. Let us all glorify God by placing all our 
faith in God.  
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