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Dear Coworkers, 
 

 
I yearn to provide the bread of life to the whole world with our fellow coworkers.  
Christianity has made ceaseless efforts to follow the Lord. Such signs are easily detected in

religious meetings and in the writings of many religious leaders. Nonetheless, there is no sign 
anywhere that anybody has followed or believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

I feel as though the world is declining like a setting sun. Countless souls are dying in hunger
and thirst, not knowing where the fountain of life is. In such a time as this you and I should
share the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the fountain of life, to more people in this world.
Otherwise, they will not be able to drink the very living water from the fountain of life and will
soon die of thirst. Therefore, in such a time as this, you and I who believe in the gospel of the
water and the Spirit should live out our faith honoring the Lord’s will.  

 
 

From the Author
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Preface 
 
 

To My Fellow Workers 
 
These messages on the Book of Genesis are a 

compilation of lectures from our Mission School or 
sermons delivered at my Church, and they are strictly 
intended for the saints. I have come to the point 
where I would like to share God’s Word from these 
sermons with our fellow workers in the faith who are 
overseas. In the Book of Genesis, there are messages 
on salvation and spiritual growth for both sinners and 
for all those who already believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. The reason is that, even before 
Creation, God the Father had planned to save 
mankind from their sins through His Son and make 
them His children. 

We who believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit must live out our “second lives” by living 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. In order to do this, we 
must have spiritual training. How can you receive 
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this discipleship training? There are two ways. First, 
you must meet with a servant of God who believes in 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, learn about the 
faith and apply this faith in your own life. Also, those 
of you who are abroad must be trained indirectly. In 
order to do this, you must have regular spiritual 
fellowship by email, Skype or telephone with The 
New Life Mission.  

Dear fellow workers in Christ, I have 
experienced much persecution and loneliness while 
serving the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which 
is the righteousness of the Lord. You will no doubt 
also experience suffering and loneliness as I have 
because of this gospel. Nevertheless, we will be 
victorious by faith which fulfills the righteousness of 
the Lord and the commands of the Lord. We will thus 
continue living the life of a true disciple and await 
the day the Lord allows us to meet….  

 
 

April 21, 2009 
From the author 
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Only Those Born of 
The Word of Promise Are 

God’s Children  
 
 

< Genesis 17:1-22 > 
“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 

LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am 
Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 
And I will make My covenant between Me and 
you, and will multiply you exceedingly.’ Then 
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, 
saying: ‘As for Me, behold, My covenant is with 
you, and you shall be a father of many nations. No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a 
father of many nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. And I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you and 

your descendants after you in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
your descendants after you. Also I give to you and 
your descendants after you the land in which you 
are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.’ 
And God said to Abraham: ‘As for you, you shall 
keep My covenant, you and your descendants 
after you throughout their generations. This is My 
covenant which you shall keep, between Me and 
you and your descendants after you: Every male 
child among you shall be circumcised; and you 
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me 
and you. He who is eight days old among you shall 
be circumcised, every male child in your 
generations, he who is born in your house or 
bought with money from any foreigner who is not 
your descendant. He who is born in your house 
and he who is bought with your money must be 
circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your 
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flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the 
uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised 
in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut 
off from his people; he has broken My covenant.’ 
Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your 
wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. And I will bless her and also 
give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples 
shall be from her.’ Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said in his heart, ‘Shall a child 
be born to a man who is one hundred years old? 
And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?’ And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh, that 
Ishmael might live before You!’ Then God said: 
‘No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My 
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, 
and with his descendants after him. And as for 
Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed 
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 

him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, 
and I will make him a great nation. But My 
covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah 
shall bear to you at this set time next year.’ Then 
He finished talking with him, and God went up 
from Abraham.” 

 
 

Who Was Abraham and How Did God 
Work towards Abraham? 

 
Today I am going to talk about Abraham, 

namely the father of faith; I want to look into the 
issue about who he was and how God worked 
towards him. God appeared before Abraham quite 
often after he left his hometown, namely, Ur of the 
Chaldeans. The first time God appeared to Abraham 
was when he reached a place between Ai and Bethel. 
When God gave His Word to Abraham, he then 
called on the name of the Lord, built an altar, and 
gave a sacrifice offering to God.  
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In Genesis chapter 14, God helped Abraham 
during a war, and in chapter 15, God appeared to 
Abraham again in a vision and said, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly 
great reward” (Genesis 15:1). But Abraham said to 
God, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” (Genesis 15:2). What Abraham was 
really saying here was, “Lord God, You have given 
me no offspring. So, I have no other choice but to 
make Eliezer my heir!” The Lord then replied, “This 
one shall not be your heir, but one who will come 
from your own body shall be your heir.” Then He 
brought him outside and said, “Look now towards the 
heavens, and count the stars if you are able to number 
them. So shall your descendants be.” And Abraham 
believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him 
for righteousness. Then He said to him, “I am the 
LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, 
to give you this land to inherit it.”  

Then Abraham asked, “Lord GOD, how shall I 

know that I will inherit it?” So God said to him, 
“Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old 
female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him 
(Genesis 15:8-9). What did God finally say when He 
saw Abraham’s genuine faith? He gave Abraham a 
promise of blessing and that his descendants would 
be slaves in Egypt for four hundred years but 
afterwards they will come out in a great number with 
many possessions and form a great nation.  

Abraham was a spiritual man. We can tell this 
from what he said, “If you go to the right, I will go to 
the left” when his nephew Lot and he had a strife 
over their possessions. Abraham believed that God 
was his God and believed in all His Words because 
He trusted in Him fully. He lived with this genuine 
faith in God, and with this faith he obeyed everything 
God told him to do. God then said to this faithful 
Abraham, “I am your shield and your exceedingly 
great reward.” When Abraham heard this, he said, 
“Lord God, what are you trying to give me? I have 
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nothing to hope for. Even if you give me anything, 
my heir is not my real son. So it is all useless.” Then 
God replied, “He is not going to be your heir, but 
your own son will be. Look at the stars in the sky. I 
will give you as many offspring as these stars.” 

In Genesis 16, we see that this Abraham, even 
though he believed in God’s promise, slept with Sarah’s 
maidservant and had a son called Ishmael. Abraham was 
75 years of age when he left Ur of the Chaldeans and 
Ishmael was born to him at the age of 86. He waited 11 
years to have a child since leaving. Nevertheless, God 
promised him that the one who would come from his 
own body will be his heir and that his offspring would be 
as many as the stars in the sky, but 11 years later a child 
was born to him when he was 86. Of course, he could 
not avoid the complications after he had Ishmael. 
Serious conflicts resulted between His wife Sarah and 
her maidservant Hagar who gave birth to Ishmael, and 
in the end they had to let Hagar go.  

When Abraham turned 99 years of age, God appeared 
to him again. And He gave him this same promise:  

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am 
Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 
And I will make My covenant between Me and you, 
and will multiply you exceedingly.’ Then Abram fell 
on his face, and God talked with him, saying: ‘As for 
Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall 
be a father of many nations. No longer shall your 
name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you a father of many 
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. And I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you and your descendants after you in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to 
you and your descendants after you the land in which 
you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God’” 
(Genesis 17:1-8). 

Dear fellow believers, what does this Word of 
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promise mean? The Lord God who had appeared 
earlier in Genesis 15, appeared again to Abraham in 
Genesis 17 and assured him that He would be 
keeping that promise. This time however, He gave 
Abraham a more detailed promise that He would be 
God to Abraham’s descendants. God then said, 
“Every male child among you shall be circumcised 
and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and you” (Genesis 17:10-11). God said 
any male child who is 8 days old should be 
circumcised no matter whether that child is born in 
an Israelite’s house or not, that is, any boy child who 
is born in a house of any foreigner bought with 
money. He warned that those who were not 
circumcised would be cut off from His people, for 
they would have broken the covenant.  

This is correct. God who had promised to give a 
son to Abraham in Genesis 15, reassured him again 
in Genesis 17 that He would not only give him 
offspring as many as stars in the sky, but also He 

would be God to his descendants. Besides, God gave 
Abraham a specific Word of blessing that he would 
be the father of many nations, kings would come 
from his descendants, and God would make nations 
from Abraham’s offspring.  

If this be so, how does the Word of God come 
true in the end? It is through circumcision. “I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant to be God to you and your 
descendants after you” (Genesis 17:7). What does 
this mean? It means circumcision is the proof of 
God’s covenant with Abraham. It also means 
whoever believes in the covenant must be 
circumcised without fail. God is telling us here that 
He would not be God to those who refused to be 
circumcised, for circumcision was actual proof of 
God’s promise. Without circumcision God’s promise 
would not come true. But if they were circumcised 
by faith, then only would God be their God just as He 
was to Abraham. 
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God told Abraham in Genesis 17:15 that He 
would give a son to his wife Sarah and that his name 
would be Isaac. God assured him by a promise that 
He would give Abraham a child through his wife 
Sarah. He said, “My covenant I will establish with 
Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time 
next year” (Genesis 17:21). This is what God had 
promised him.  

 
 

The Covenant with Abraham Was 
Centered on Circumcision 

 
From Genesis 17 onwards we see God’s 

promise how He would be the God to Abraham and 
his descendants based on circumcision. God did not 
become the God of anyone for no other reason. 
Likewise, just as the Lord became God for those who 
believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit in 
this age of the New Testament; in the time of the Old 
Testament, God became the God of only those who 

were circumcised. God of the Old Testament era also 
became the God of Abraham as well as the God of 
Isaac and of Jacob and of all their descendants, which 
was all based on the covenant of circumcision He had 
made with those people of faith. God commanded 
Abraham and his descendants to be circumcised 
without fail, promising them if they do this then He 
will be their God. God kept His promise and became 
the God of Israel, that is, to the descendants of 
Abraham who were circumcised by faith. And to this 
day, God still remains to be the God to us, we who 
have been circumcised in our hearts. In this way, God 
made the covenant of salvation through circumcision. 
I believe He has become the God to you and to me, 
we who have received our salvation through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

The significance of circumcision is recorded in 
many places throughout the Bible. For example, here 
in Romans 9:6-8 we read this.  

“But it is not that the word of God has taken no 
effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 
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nor are they all children because they are the seed of 
Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called.’ 
That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God; but the children of the 
promise are counted as the seed.” Since God 
promised He would save the Israelites through the 
covenant of circumcision and that He would be the 
God to those who had been circumcised, He said not 
all descendants from Jacob were His, and not all of 
Abraham’s seeds belonged to Him. What does this 
mean? This means that not all of the biological 
descendants of Abraham could become the real 
children of God, but only those who keep the 
commandment of circumcision as set by God could 
become His children.  

 
 

Spiritually, Who Are the Real Child of 
Abraham? 

 
Abraham received the promise from God at the 

age of 75, and he had a son by his wife’s maidservant 
at the age of 86. But this child could never become 
his legitimate son, because God previously told 
Abraham that he would have a son with Sarah, but he 
in impatience had a son intentionally with Sarah’s 
maidservant. But despite this, God kept His promise 
and allowed him to have a son, who was called Isaac. 
At that time, he was a hundred years old, and he had 
a real son God had promised him 14 years after he 
had the first son. That is how he had two sons, the 
first son, Ishmael and the second son, Isaac.  

Here is one important thing to remember. 
Spiritually speaking, Ishmael was not Abraham’s 
son. In a biological sense however he was, but in a 
spiritual sense he was not the real child of Abraham. 
God had previously told him that He would give him 
a son with Sarah, his lawful wife. Even though 
Abraham had a son with Hagar, this was not 
recognized by God to be his son according to the 
promise He gave to him. 

What is God telling us through this? Only those 
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who have received the remission of sins by believing 
in the Word of God become the true children of God. 
In other words, those who are born of God’s Word of 
promise are His genuine spiritual children. It is 
written, “For they are not all Israel who are of 
Israel, nor are they all children because they are the 
seed of Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be 
called.” Therefore, the true children of God are those 
who have been born again by believing in the Word 
of God just as it is.  

This circumcision still applies to us in this 
present day. Think about it. There are a great number 
of people who believe in Jesus, but most of them 
have never received the remission of sins because 
they do not believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. And as a result, they cannot become the true 
children of God? This promise that God would save 
those who believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit was also mentioned in the Old Testament era. 
God told Abraham these very same things. He said, 
“Only if you become circumcised will I surely 

become your God. If you obey then only will I be 
God to your descendants. People who do not obey 
will not be My people. Only those who are 
circumcised are My people.” Therefore, whoever 
receives the remission of sins by believing in God’s 
promise becomes a child of God regardless of the age 
he or she lives in now.  

“In Isaac your seed shall be called,” means 
children born of human flesh cannot become God’s 
children automatically. Those people born to parents 
who have received the remission of sins by them 
believing that Jesus bore all the sins of the world 
cannot become God’s children automatically unless 
they themselves believe in that Word of promise for 
themselves. This is why Abraham’s physical 
descendants had to be circumcised by faith. 
Abraham’s descendants appeared to be God’s 
children, but they could not become God’s people in 
a spiritual sense without the sign of their genuine 
faith, which was circumcision. Even after 
approximately 4000 years since then, this 
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circumcision still applies to you and me.  
Romans 9:11-13 says, “(For the children not yet 

being born, nor having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works but of Him who calls), it was said 
to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is 
written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 
hated.’” This Scripture passage tells us clearly whom 
God adopts to be His children in this generation. God 
adopts those who are honest before God and 
understand their shortcomings and sinfulness, 
acknowledge God’s Word from their hearts, and 
believes in the fact that they have been properly 
saved through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

 
 

Whom Did God Choose? 
 
God said, “The older shall serve the younger 

when they were still in their mother’s womb.” Some 
people in their ignorance misinterpret this verse, 

saying, “As you see here, God has His favorites even 
when they were still in the womb. It is not through 
being convicted by God, but through His arbitrally 
random selections that people become His children.” 
Some people might have these askew thoughts, but 
the truth is the truth. Such a notion is often called 
“the doctrine of unconditional election.” 
Unconditional election is a Calvinistic teaching, 
which teaches that before God created the world, He 
chose to save some people randomly according to 
His own purposes apart from any conditions related 
to those unfortunate persons. 

Of course, it is important to know whom God 
chose. When Jacob and Esau were in Rebecca’s 
womb, God already knew how they would turn out in 
the future. So He said, “The older shall serve the 
younger.” Put differently, the Omniscient God knew 
beforehand that Esau would be a fleshly man while 
Jacob would be a spiritual man. In such a context, 
God said, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 
hated.” Jacob was the one God loved and called. But 
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what was Jacob like? Of course, while Esau was 
incredulous, egotistical and rebellious against God, 
Jacob was not without shortcomings either. Even 
though he trusted fully in God’s Word and desired 
His blessings, He was nevertheless cunning and full 
of shortcomings. So what did God say? God said that 
He did not come to call the perfect nor the righteous 
but to call sinners. He said He would call sinners and 
make them righteous. The Lord also said, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners, to repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). 
Likewise, God does not choose those who are 
wholesome. God calls those who have sin-sick 
hearts, these likely ones who can receive the 
remission of sins and be truly born-again by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Who then out of the many people in this world 
can become God’s children? Who out of the two 
sons, Ishmael and Isaac was the true child of God? 
God gave Abraham His Word, and enabled Abraham 

to become the father of a great nation by giving him 
Isaac when he could not possibly become a father in 
a physical sense. 24 years after God made His first 
promise, He allowed Abraham to have a son. And he 
became the father of a nation. Therefore, the true 
children of God are the Isaac’s, who are born of 
God’s Word of promise. Therefore, we who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit are born of 
God’s Word of promise. 

 
 

God Called People like Jacob 
 
On this earth, there are many people who claim 

to be Christians. If so, do all of them become God’s 
children? No, they don’t. As you know, God sent 
Jesus Christ to this earth and accomplished the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, which enables us 
to be truly born again. He took away all our sins once 
and for all through His baptism, and saved us wholly 
by carrying these sins to the Cross where He was 
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crucified in our place. The Lord then clarified this 
truth that only those who have been born again by 
believing in this heavenly gospel of the water and the 
Spirit can become the true children of God. In this 
way only will God call people His children. He calls 
people like Jacob. He invites those whose lives are 
full of shortcomings and weaknesses, and who 
honestly acknowledges His Word, and He cleanses 
their sins away completely with the water and the 
blood, and then only adopts them as His children. 
God still chooses those who are sinners and who 
acknowledges His Holy Word. It is God’s will to call 
such insufficient and sin-stricken people and to make 
them into the righteous in order to adopt them as His 
children. He is doing this even at this very moment, 
since it has been the obvious and unchanging purpose 
of God.  

Unfortunately, people do not understand His 
purpose very well. Many Israelites in the Old 
Testament era did not become God’s people because 
they were only circumcised in a physical sense but 

not spiritually. It is the same today. To become the 
true children of God, you must believe in God from 
your heart by faith, not just with empty words or 
feelings. Do not ever forget this. To gain sonship 
from God is to have faith in His covenant that He has 
cleansed us by His baptism and His blood on the 
Cross.  

Our merciful God took pity on us, and came 
down to this earth to bear all our sins through the 
baptism, and then carried our sins and died on the 
Cross to save us all. God promised that He would 
come to this earth in human flesh. 700 years after He 
promised this through the Prophet Isaiah, Jesus 
Christ arrived on earth and fulfilled this promise. 
And when he reached 30 years of age, He was 
baptized to bear all these sins upon Him, and shed 
His blood on the Cross, just as scapegoats were used 
to take away people’s sins in the Old Testament era. 
In such a way, He took all our sins, died for us, and 
rose again from the dead to become our Savior. I am 
certain that only those who believe in this complete 
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work of the Lord are truly circumcised spiritually and 
have become the children of God.  

Therefore, we need to understand the 
righteousness of God more deeply. Only then will we 
be able to distinguish between carnal Christians and 
spiritual Christians. Such faith comes from the heart. 
Let us become people of such faith. Let us become 
spiritually circumcised; let us begin to fully 
understand the righteousness of God; and let us have 
the knowledge that enables us to discern whether one 
is a true Christian or not. Then let us become known 
to God as the true Christians.  
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We Who Are 
The Spiritually Circumcised 

Are God’s Children  
 
 

< Genesis 17:1-14 >  
“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 

LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am 
Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 
And I will make My covenant between Me and 
you, and will multiply you exceedingly.’ Then 
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, 
saying: ‘As for Me, behold, My covenant is with 
you, and you shall be a father of many nations. No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a 
father of many nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. And I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you and 

your descendants after you in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
your descendants after you. Also I give to you and 
your descendants after you the land in which you 
are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.’ 
And God said to Abraham: ‘As for you, you shall 
keep My covenant, you and your descendants 
after you throughout their generations. This is My 
covenant which you shall keep, between Me and 
you and your descendants after you: Every male 
child among you shall be circumcised; and you 
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me 
and you. He who is eight days old among you shall 
be circumcised, every male child in your 
generations, he who is born in your house or 
bought with money from any foreigner who is not 
your descendant. He who is born in your house 
and he who is bought with your money must be 
circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your 
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flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the 
uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised 
in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut 
off from his people; he has broken My covenant.’” 

 
 

I Have No Doubt God Will Give 
Everything We Need for Evangelism 

 
We have been distributing our mission books for 

the spreading the gospel of the Lord all over the 
world, and at this rate even twenty thousand dollars 
will not suffice for postage every month. So we have 
decided not to send out books this week due to our 
worsening financial situation. It makes me sad to 
think that people who have ordered our gospel 
mission books would not get them, so I thought about 
sending our books to those who have not received 
many books from us so far, unlike the U.S.A. and 
Ghana. Sending out books of the Lord’s gospel is so 
very costly, but I believe it is mandatory for us to do 

this. We cannot just give up because of our little 
efforts to collect more funds to spread the gospel. If 
we carry on our task we can bring to Christ many 
people who will receive the remission of sins.  

Since it costs so much to spread the gospel, one 
of our evangelists once said that the Great King 
Sejong (whose image is printed on the ten-thousand 
won bill) is essential in spreading the gospel. It is so 
true. We need a lot of money to spread the gospel in 
these days. Every month we need about a million 
dollars to spread the gospel. This means we need 12 
million dollars a year. If this is our situation, we 
should pray to God for much more money. To Him, 
there is no difference in asking for a dime or asking 
for a billion dollars. This huge difference can be 
perceived among human beings, but our Almighty 
God does not look at them differently. So let’s pray 
that we will receive more than enough financial 
resources so that we can spread the gospel all over 
the world sufficiently. I have no doubt that God will 
do it for us.  
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As I mentioned earlier, we need at least a 
million dollars a month to send sermon books on the 
Tabernacle all over the world. You might think this is 
a lot of money but in reality it is not enough for even 
a pack of gum if the money were to be used for world 
mission. This amount in itself may look huge but it is 
not a waste of money if we used it to spread the 
gospel to the world, this is because the Bible tells us 
that a soul is more precious than the whole world 
(Matthew 16:26). Now all we have to do is to pray to 
God for these funds, seek and challenge to get it by faith.  

We are going to run a waterproofing company 
on a grand scale throughout the country. We will 
make a homepage and launch a corporation with a 
country–wide network of branches that will carry on 
business independently. Then we will be able to be 
contractors for big waterproofing projects. From 
there we can make a huge amount of money. I hope 
that our wood boiler company, another business of 
ours, will be successful. This is indeed a promising 
business, and I believe we will make a more 

innovative model soon.  
Anyway, we have to pray to God to receive 

even more money, and challenge it by faith. Even 
though the reality is not so promising, my heart is 
peaceful. What if we lack the necessary money? I 
believe God will accomplish our truthful desires 
some day. I am also hopeful for our literature 
ministry. When we have the sermon books on the 
Tabernacle published, we can finish a year’s work 
within a month. I believe it will have a great impact 
all over the world. So I want you to pray and unite 
with the Church even for small matters. We are all 
insufficient and cannot do everything on our own. 
However, God will grant us the ability to carry out 
this entrusted work without any problems, once He 
approves our plans and joins us. We believe that the 
Almighty God will be on our side.  
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God Appeared before Abraham and Gave His 
Promise 

 
Now, let’s look at today’s Word. Today I am 

going to talk about Genesis 17. God appeared before 
Abraham and gave His Word of promise. He said, “I 
will be your God and the God to all your 
descendants. I will give the land of Canaan to you 
and to your descendants. I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make nations from you, and kings 
shall come from you.” God gave Abraham such a 
promise.  

The following Word was given to Abraham 
when he was 99 years old. “I am Almighty God; walk 
before Me and be blameless. And I will make My 
covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you 
exceedingly” (Genesis 17:1-2). God then continued 
to say, “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, 
and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer 
shall your name be called Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of 

many nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. And I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you and your descendants after you in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to 
you and your descendants after you the land in which 
you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God” 
(Genesis 17:4-8).  

God Himself made a promise with Abraham that 
He would make him exceedingly fruitful; and He 
would make nations from Abraham; and kings would 
come from him; He would establish His covenant 
between Him and Abraham and his descendants after 
him in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to Abraham and his descendants after him 
(Genesis 17:6-7). 
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The Sign of God’s Covenant Was 
Circumcision 

 
God’s covenant with Abraham was for him and 

his descendants to be circumcised. On condition that 
they become circumcised, God gave His promise that 
He would be the God to Abraham and his 
descendants and that he would be fruitful, and that 
the land of Canaan would belong to Abraham’s 
descendants and that kings would come from 
Abraham. God said, “You shall be circumcised in the 
flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between Me and you. He who is eight days 
old among you shall be circumcised, every male child 
in your generations, he who is born in your house or 
bought with money from any foreigner who is not 
your descendant” (Genesis 17:11-12). What does 
this all mean? God commanded that every male child 
should be circumcised on the 8th day after his birth. 
He said it would the sign of His covenant with 
Abraham. Since God said, “I will be your God. You 

shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins 
and let my covenant be in your flesh. Whoever is 
circumcised belongs to me. I am the God of the 
circumcised,” thus all men in the household of 
Abraham were circumcised. Circumcision is now a 
common practice all over the world. People these 
days choose to do this for health and other benefits, 
but in the days of the Old Testament, only the 
Israelite men were circumcised.  

God said, “You shall be circumcised in the flesh 
of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between Me and you” (Genesis 17:11). By 
this He meant, “How can I know you are My people? 
I can know this from your circumcision.” Therefore, 
this circumcision was God’s covenant and the sign of 
His miracle. “You shall be circumcised in the flesh of 
your foreskins. Then, My covenant will be in your 
flesh to become an everlasting covenant. I gave you 
My promise that I would be God to you and to your 
descendants. I will make you fruitful and lead you to 
the land of Canaan, and raise kings of nations 
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through your people.” This is what God promised to 
Abraham. He said that the covenant with Abraham 
and his descendants was in their flesh. In other 
words, God’s covenant is in the scar of that 
circumcision. In such a way, God gave them His 
Word of promise through circumcision. God blessed 
those who were circumcised according to His 
promise, and He acknowledged them as Abraham’s 
descendants; on the other hand, He declared that 
those who were not circumcised were not Abraham’s 
descendants.  

As a matter of fact, Abraham is a very important 
person to the Israelites. He is more important than 
Moses. The Israelites may not remember Noah or 
Shem or Seth or Methuselah, but they all remember 
Abraham. They all acknowledge Abraham as their 
father and respect him. Since the Israelites have 
respected Abraham to this day, God’s covenant with 
Abraham is still effective.  

 
 

The Israelites’ Notion of “Chosen People” 
 
That is why in the minds of the Israelites there is 

a belief that they are the descendants of Abraham and 
God’s chosen people. They believe that they have the 
scars of circumcision, and therefore, God is their God 
and they are His people. We call it “the Israelites 
notion of chosen people.” Because of this belief that 
God chose them, they would fight against the whole 
world to the bitter end. They think that they could 
win whatever enemy comes against them because 
they are the people of God. In fact, the Israelites have 
this faith in their hearts: “God has promised that He 
will make us fruitful, that He will protect us, and that 
He will be our God. Since He gave His Word to 
Abraham, our father, this promise is valid even to us. 
Since it is God’s own promise, He will protect me.” 
This is the reason that they continue to fight, ignoring 
the sanction of the UN.  

To be precise, the Palestinians are also the 
descendants of Abraham. However, the Israelites 
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attack the Palestinians as soon as they spot them. It is 
because they believe that only they are the 
descendants of Abraham, the chosen ones. Then 
where did this fight originate from? As you know, 
Abraham had a wife and a concubine. God said to 
Abraham, “Through the child from your wife Sarah I 
will make your descendants as numerous as the starts 
in the sky. Only those who are from your body will I 
count as my people.” And God kept His promise and 
gave Abraham a child through his wife Sarah. But 
the son who was born from Sarah’s maid, Hagar, had 
offspring as well and they are today’s Palestinians. 
Even though both of these two peoples are the 
offspring of Abraham, the Israelites still fight with 
the Palestinians, saying, “You are not the legitimate 
descendants of Abraham. Only we who were born 
from Abraham’s legal wife are his descendants.” 
Since God said that only those who are born from 
Sarah are the legitimate descendants of Abraham, 
they despise the Palestinians and keep on fighting 
with them.  

We need to realize how such a faith makes them 
invincible. The Words spoken by God Himself are 
always valid to eternity. To this moment, His Words 
are effective. Therefore, there is no nation that can 
stand against the Israelites who have such a strong 
faith. In 1967 Israel waged a war against the Arabs 
and within 6 days they defeated the surrounding 
Arabic countries. Arabs gave in to Israel completely. 
The country with a very small population swept the 
Arabs aside. What do you think made the country so 
powerful? It was their faith in the Word of God. They 
think in their heart that other people are not the same 
as them, even though they are all humans. They hold 
the belief that only they are God’s people, and others 
are not. To tell you the truth, their faith is still 
biblically valid. God did give His promise to 
Abraham and his descendants that He would be the 
God of Abraham and his descendants; that covenant 
is still effective as long as they are circumcised. I bet 
no one among the Israelites was left uncircumcised at 
that time. Those who were not circumcised probably 
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did not get any respect. They were probably too 
embarrassed to go to a public shower room. But if 
they were not circumcised, the covenant given to the 
Israelites would no longer be valid.  

 
 

True God’s People 
 
The Word of God is the truth in reality as well 

as it is spiritual. God said to Abraham, “I will be God 
to you and your descendants. Be circumcised in the 
flesh of your foreskins. Then I will be your God and 
the God of your descendants. I will bless you.” 
Likewise, He also became our God in the time of the 
New Testament just as He had promised. Whoever 
believes that all their sins were taken away by Jesus 
when He was baptized by John the Baptist is one of 
the descendants of Abraham and God’s people. You 
and I are these special people to whom God said He 
would be God to them.  

Why did God command Moses to make the 

screen gates of the Tabernacle and its veil woven of 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven 
linen? This was the revelation of His covenant that 
the Lord would come to this world, be baptized at the 
age of thirty to take over the sins of the world, die on 
the Cross, and rise again from the dead. This was 
God’s promise that He would remit all the sins away 
of those who believe in Jesus Christ, who came by 
the water (baptism) and the blood on the Cross and 
that He would make them His people. God said that 
He would be the God to those who believe in the 
Truth of the blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine 
woven linen. He promised us that He would be our 
God and that He would save us, protect us and bless 
us as long as we believe in this Truth.  

As mentioned, to believe God’s Word of 
promise is spiritual circumcision. Such circumcision 
should be done to our hearts. In other words, we need 
to cut off the sins from our hearts by faith. By faith 
we should profess our faith, saying, “My sins were 
cut off and handed over to Jesus when He was 
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baptized by John the Baptist. He bore all my sins, 
received punishment on the Cross instead of me, and 
saved me from the judgment of those sins. So He 
made me one of His sinless people.” In other words, 
whoever has been spiritually circumcised by such a 
faith becomes one of true God’s people.  

 
 

We Who Believe in the Gospel of the Water 
and the Spirit Are Indeed God’s People 

 
You and I are truly God’s people. God appeared 

before Abraham and gave him a promise: “I will 
make your people fruitful. I will make you prosper. I 
will give you the land of Canaan. Kings of nations 
will rise from you. In the end times, I will raise 
throughout the world a great number of people who 
have received the remission of sins by believing in 
the Truth of the blue, purple and scarlet threads and 
fine woven linen.” As the Old Testament says, those 
who have received the remission of sins by believing 

in the Truth of the blue, purple and scarlet threads 
and fine woven linen are truly God’s royal family 
and His children.  

God said to Abraham, “Kings of nations will 
rise from you.” He promised that through his 
descendants kings would rise up all over the world. 
What does this mean? It means many people all over 
the world will receive the remission of sins and 
become kings of this world before God. This is true. 
Regardless of gender, whoever believes in this true 
gospel is a king of this world. All of us are God’s 
people. Those who do not believe in the Lord will 
perish, but we will enter the Kingdom of God and 
enjoy glory and wealth forever. Therefore, it is 
proper that we the children of God can call ourselves 
kings. God promised us that He would give us the 
land of Canaan. This means that He would grant us 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He promised Abraham, 
“Kings shall come from you and I will give the land 
of Canaan to you and your descendants.” Just as He 
promised, God has actually given us the land of 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

33   We Who Are The Spiritually Circumcised Are God’s Children 

 

Canaan, that is, Heaven. He gave us this perfect God-
created place where there is no evil, no sadness, no 
pain, but rather is filled with glory, joy and blessings, 
and lacks nothing.  

So whoever wants to go to Heaven as a 
descendant of Abraham, must believe in the baptism 
that Jesus Christ received when He came to this 
world. This is very important. Jesus Christ is the 
King of all kings, who came in purple robes. He is 
the King of the universe and it’s Creator. He is the 
only begotten Son of God but came to this earth to 
bear all our sins through His baptism in obedience to 
His Father’s will. He took over all our sins and 
completely cut them off from us. He bore the 
punishment for all our sins, delivered us from those 
sins, and adopted us as His very own people. God’s 
Son and God Himself accomplished all and saved us 
wholly.  

So those who do not believe in this Truth can 
never be the descendants of Abraham. Everyone who 
belonged to Abraham’s family including Abraham 

himself was circumcised in obedience to this Word 
of God. God said that anyone who was bought with 
money must also be circumcised. No matter who he 
was, whoever was circumcised by faith in the 
covenant of circumcision could receive God’s 
blessings. Whoever becomes God’s child by being 
circumcised by faith, receives blessings, goes to 
Heaven and lives as kings even on this earth. This 
was the blessings of God which was promised to 
Abraham. 

However, most Christians nowadays have never 
been circumcised spiritually. They do not believe that 
their sins were removed by the baptism of Jesus, but 
they just believe in Jesus who was crucified. Such a 
wrong faith prevents them from becoming God’s 
children. Since they are not circumcised spiritually, 
their sins still remain intact in their hearts. They 
cannot become God’s people because they do not 
have the mark of circumcision that shows their sins 
were cut off from their hearts.  

 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

34   We Who Are The Spiritually Circumcised Are God’s Children 

 

We Should Believe in God’s Word Just as It Is 
 
If you believe in Jesus Christ without believing 

in His baptism by John the Baptist, can you still be 
saved from all your sins? Can you become God’s 
children without believing in His baptism? Can you 
still go to Heaven? Can you still become the royal 
family spiritually on this earth? To these questions, I 
can clearly say, “No,” without any hesitance. God 
said in Genesis 17 that if you do not believe in the 
baptism of Jesus Christ, you cannot be His people.  

God’s covenant with Abraham is the same as 
today’s covenant that God saves those who believe in 
the baptism Jesus received and His blood on the 
Cross. This is not a religious doctrine. This is not a 
doctrine we made up. This Truth becomes even 
clearer when we just talk about this from God’s 
Word. So many people nowadays misunderstand this 
Truth because of their own thoughts and their own 
askew denominational doctrines. Therefore, you 
should not blindly believe in and follow such a 

doctrine, saying, “Jesus has saved me anyway.” You 
should rather set aside your thoughts and believe in 
God’s Word just as it is. Jesus Christ said to His 
disciples, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” 
(Mark 8:34). If you really want to believe in and 
obey God, you must believe in the exact Word of 
promise that God gave to Abraham just as it is.  

Today, whoever wants to become one of God’s 
people should believe in the Word of salvation just as 
it is. Every truth-seeker should believe in the work of 
salvation as it was accomplished by Jesus Christ. 
This Savior Jesus came to this earth, took all our sins 
away by being baptized, and shed His blood on the 
Cross. When you do not believe in the Word of the 
Lord like this, you will never be saved. Someone said 
that his sins disappeared when he was praying all 
night on the top of a mountain just lamenting over his 
sins. But such a thing can never bring you salvation. 
It is self-deception. Such people are indulging 
themselves in a religious life, so we should leave 
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them alone. They make up their own formula of 
salvation and believe it, so what can we say? We 
have nothing to say to such people.  

God explicitly said, “The uncircumcised male 
child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskins shall be cut off from his people; he has 
broken My covenant” (Genesis 17:14). God said that 
He would save us through circumcision. Likewise, 
God promised that He would accept those who are 
born again by the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
as His children. Put differently, He promised that 
those who have faith in the baptism Jesus Christ 
received and His blood of the Cross would become 
His children. Therefore, those who only believe in the 
blood of the Cross without believing in His baptism 
cannot become God’s children. They will be destroyed 
because they do not believe in the Word of promise and 
continue to rebel against God. They will be cut off from 
God’s people and will be subject to a curse.  

As I was writing the sermons on the Tabernacle, 
this thought came to my mind: “If these saints who 

believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
were not with me, I could not have shared any deep 
thoughts.” This is true. I can talk about God’s Word 
more deeply only if my listeners have the 
fundamental faith in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Listening to my sermons without such faith, 
everything will sounds like a theory. Since you 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, you 
can understand what I am saying, and then I can also 
deal with more propound issues of the Scriptures. I 
become frustrated when I meet people who claim to 
have been saved by believing in Jesus just anyway.  

God gave His Word to Abraham and to his 
descendants, saying, “My covenant will be in your 
flesh for an everlasting covenant.” God said His 
covenant is in our flesh. Then where do we have this 
sign that we received the remission of sins? We have 
the sign in our heart. We have become God’s 
children by being circumcised spiritually when we 
believed in the baptism of Christ. We have handed all 
our sins over to Jesus by believing that the Lord bore 
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all our sins through His baptism. We became sinless 
and holy children of God by believing that Jesus 
carried all our sins to the Cross, died there, and rose 
again to save us. Dear fellow believers, do you have 
any sins left? No you don’t. This is an amazing but 
certain Truth of God.  

 
 

The Spiritually Circumcised Are the 
Descendants of Abraham 

 
The reason I keep on bringing Moses and 

Abraham into my sermons is that most Israelis think 
more highly of them than Jesus Christ. This is one 
way they can understand the Truth better. If I leave 
them out, they won’t listen whole-heartedly, thinking 
to themselves, “As far as the Tabernacle goes, I know 
it better than you do.” Then I will have nothing to 
say. But we should not neglect the Israelis because 
they have the history of giving sacrifice to God.  

Abraham became God’s child by believing in 

the Word of God. When God said He would be the 
God of those who are circumcised; Abraham was 
blessed by believing in His Word. If Abraham’s faith 
was counted for righteousness by God, we too can be 
recognized as the righteous and blessed by believing 
in His Word. We have become His children by 
believing in this spiritual circumcision, that is, by 
believing in the baptism and the blood of Jesus 
Christ. How have we become God’s children and 
become sinless? It was through this spiritual 
circumcision. We received the remission of sins, 
because we believed in the baptism and the blood of 
Jesus Christ. In other words, we have been born 
again by believing that Jesus took all our sins away 
and bore the punishment for them to accomplish the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

Therefore, you need to know your spiritual 
identity. You and I are spiritually circumcised people 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We are the circumcised, God’s very own people, and 
His children. We are the kings who will reign over all 
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creatures and enjoy the glory. This is what we really 
are. But do not walk around saying, “I am a king.” 
Those who do not know the Truth will call you crazy. 
The world may not know our real identity and status, 
but we know who we are. We know that we are 
God’s people and kings of the Millennial Kingdom. I 
want you to be aware of your identity at all times.  

 
 

Our Identity 
 
Even though I do not have much to boast of, I still 

talk tall in front of people. I look down on famous 
religious leaders in this world. I do so in my mind as 
well as in my actions. I despise them. If they show signs 
and wonders, I regard this as trickery. I say this bluntly 
without any doubt or hesitation. I feel greatly offended 
when those religious people come to me and regard me 
as their colleague. In such a time, I tell them this, “How 
can I be like you? I am fundamentally different to you.” I 
do not do this to God’s people and His servants, but I 

despise those who have not received the remission of 
sins. They are fundamentally different to me. Abraham 
was different from the people of this world and so were 
his descendants. The same is true to the Israelites when 
they are compared to the Gentiles. They still are different 
from any other Gentiles. Why is that so? It is because 
they believe that they are the descendants of Abraham 
and God’s people.  

Of course, I am not saying they are justified to 
attack other people and despise others as long as they 
belong to God. I just believe that those who curse God’s 
people will be cursed, and those who bless God’s people 
will be blessed. I am not telling you that we are better 
than others. I wanted to emphasize that the blessings 
given to Abraham were based on circumcision. God said 
that Abraham and his descendants would be His people 
when they were circumcised, otherwise they would be 
the people of the Devil. Fortunately, we became the 
descendants of Abraham by being circumcised 
spiritually by faith. We became God’s children by faith. 
By faith, we have been blessed and will go to Heaven. 
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Now, I see by faith a lot of people receiving the 
remission of sins all over the world. I see God’s servants 
rising up. God certainly promised that He would make 
Abraham’s descendants prosper. Just as God promised 
that Abraham’s descendants will be as many as the stars 
in the sky, countless souls that have received the 
remission of sins are rising up all over the world.  

Therefore, we need to work by faith. We are 
working by faith because we are the faith-oriented 
saints. We cannot but exalt God by faith. Since we 
know the promised blessings will come true, we 
thank God by faith. I am a very blessed person. We 
are all blessed people.  

Some people may ask, “If what you believe is the 
Truth, why do you have such a small congregation?” But 
we are not just a secular church, who welcomes every 
Jack and Jill to increase the size of a congregation. We 
are God’s Church. You are God’s people and I am 
God’s servant. Not everyone can come to this Church 
and become God’s people. I heard that not everyone can 
become an Israeli; whoever wants to be an Israeli must 

go through a DNA test to become a Jewish citizen.  
Every Word of God’s covenant comes true in 

reality. No Word of God is invalid. God told us to spread 
the gospel all over the world, and it will come true as 
well. When we obey His command, He will do the rest 
to accomplish it. So all we need to do is to work by faith.  

God said, “You and your descendants shall be 
circumcised so that My covenant will be in your flesh. I 
will then bless you and become your God.” Dear fellow 
believers, please bear this in your mind. God’s covenant 
given to Abraham is the promise that He would be God 
to those who believe in the baptism and the blood of 
Christ, the Truth of the blue, purple, and scarlet thread, 
and fine woven linen. You should realize how amazing 
this promise is. I thank God that we have been blessed in 
His covenant.  
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We Will See God’s Glory When We Have 
Faith in His Word 

 
Have you also been circumcised in your heart? I 

am sure you have. I am very hopeful that numerous 
people all over the world will receive the remission of 
sins through you. I believe that several thousand times 
as many as now will be saved. Of course, there will be 
some hardship. But I believe that God will fulfill His 
work when we pray to Him for help and work by faith. 
When we serve God and live without faith, we can’t see 
His glory, but when we live by faith, we will surely see 
His glory. You are God’s people too. I want you to 
believe this. I want you to believe that you are now 
God’s people and the spiritually circumcised if you 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We 
need to live by faith as we pray to God. Then God will 
surely help us out. The Word of God confirms the fact 
that we became His children. There are so many 
evidences in His Word that we have become God’s 
children. We also have this evidence in our heart that 

we are His children.  
Since God has blessed us with so many things, I 

would like to do His work for the rest of my life. Of 
course, I know very well that there are a lot of persecutors 
and slanderers who are standing against us. What is 
worse, there are some servants of God who have become 
inert and follow their own desires and thoughts.  

But remember this. Despite these things, now is the 
time to preach the gospel. We must work while we can. 
Economic experts in the world warn us that Korea will 
have a second economic depression. They had warned us 
before we had the IMF crisis. We ignored them but 
eventually surrendered our financial sovereignty to the 
IMF. In the past, our people used to have savings, but 
people nowadays tend to enjoy spending. Even though 
our economic condition is worsening, many Koreans are 
rushing into trips abroad. I am afraid that we will face 
another IMF control of the Korean Economy.  

You and I should not follow these currents. We the 
preachers of the gospel should tighten our belts, gird our 
minds and live by faith to the day that the gospel is spread 
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to the ends of the world. God said whether we drink or 
eat, we should do it for His glory. So we should focus our 
hearts on the gospel work in our daily lives. When we do 
this, God will give us great rewards and let us enjoy the 
everlasting wealth in His eternal Kingdom.  

I am so happy to preach the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. I would feel empty and bored if I did not work 
for the gospel or if I did not dedicate my whole life to this 
gospel. I am very happy that I can preach the gospel of the 
Lord in this way. We still need to pray and put our hearts 
into the work of publishing mission books for God. Our 
prayers to God mean a lot. God hears every prayer and 
answers them, when His children gather together and pray 
by faith. God will provide us with what we need. God 
answers all our prayers as long as we seek to live by His 
will. So let’s pray and live by faith for the rest of our lives.  

I am very happy. Are you happy too? I don’t 
think there is anybody who is happier than I am. I am 
healthy and I have so many fellow workers of faith. I 
encourage you to keep on serving the gospel. Then 
you will see what I am saying.  

The Psalmist wrote, “What shall I render to the 
LORD for all His benefits toward me?” (Psalm 116:12). I 
also have the same gratification towards God. I always 
wonder how I can repay God’s blessings. In an attempt to 
return His grace, I am preaching the gospel 
wholeheartedly, but it is not without its challenges. 
However, I tried not to be so concerned with this. I just 
thank God for allowing me to do such a wonderful work 
of preaching the gospel which God wanted everyone to 
do. Remember that God said we should first seek His 
Kingdom and His righteousness. So live for Him and His 
gospel, and pray for this cause as you live out your faith. 
God then will bless you. He cannot help blessing you. He 
cannot help but to protect you.  

What is God’s blessing? To live for the gospel is 
His blessing. His blessings do not guarantee the 
wealth of this earth. But the guaranteed blessing is to 
live a peaceful and worthwhile life as we serve the 
gospel. I want you to live by faith.  

Thank You, Lord. Do you also thank God?  
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God Has Made Us Righteous 
By Doing the Impossible 

 
 

< Genesis 17:15-22 > 
“Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai 

your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. And I will bless her and 
also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, 
and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of 
peoples shall be from her.’ Then Abraham fell on 
his face and laughed, and said in his heart, ‘Shall 
a child be born to a man who is one hundred years 
old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, 
bear a child?’ And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh, 
that Ishmael might live before You!’ Then God 
said: ‘No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish 
My covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his descendants after him. And 

as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve 
princes, and I will make him a great nation. But 
My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.’ 
Then He finished talking with him, and God went 
up from Abraham.” 

 
 
I have plans to go on a mission trip to China 

with some ministers next year. Let’s work hard and 
earn more money. Let’s make much money and use it 
for the gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Isaac, the Son of Abraham, Was Born 
through Sarah the Barren 

 
In today’s Scripture reading, we can see that 

God appeared to Abraham, our ancestor of faith and 
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said to him, “Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. And I will bless her and 
also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples 
shall be from her’” (Genesis 7:15-16). God said that 
He would give Abraham a son by his wife Sarah the 
barren. Then Abraham replied: “It would be great if 
my son Ishmael lived before You and grew up well 
and inherited my lineage. I understand that You are 
now comforting me. I appreciate Your concern. 
Thank You.”  

What was the reason why Abraham responded 
like this? Abraham looked at this situation from a 
human perspective and thought it was impossible for 
him to have a child by his wife, Sarah, who was now 
90 years of age and had never become pregnant with 
a child throughout her whole life. Therefore, 
Abraham said that he would be satisfied if Ishmael, 
the son born through his maidservant, grew up well 
and inherited his lineage. But God said that 

Abraham’s thinking was wrong. God said, “No, 
Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac,” and rejected resolutely 
Abraham’s negative reply. Then God said to 
Abraham clearly, “No, Sarah your wife shall bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will 
establish My covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his descendants after him” 
(Genesis 17:19).  

What does this mean? God said that He would 
really give a son to Abraham through his wife who 
was now 90 years old. And God told Abraham to call 
his name Isaac. Isaac means “he laughs” in the 
Hebrew language. Like this, God said that He will 
give a son to Abraham through his wife Sarah and 
that this son, Isaac, was the one who will bring them 
laughter and joy. God was telling Abraham that He 
will do something that was absolutely impossible to 
his human thinking. This promise God made to 
Abraham to give descendants to him through Isaac 
means that God would fulfill impossible things to 
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you and me. The original name of Abraham’s wife 
was Sarai, but it was changed to Sarah because God 
told Abraham to call her Sarah. This Sarah was 
barren until she became 90 years of age. And God 
said that He will certainly give a child to Abraham 
through this Sarah, his barren wife.  

Think about this. How could an old woman bear 
a child at an age when her body was drying up? She 
could never give birth to a child. It is impossible. 
Despite this, God said that he will surely give a son 
to Abraham through Sarah. Abraham, our ancestor in 
the faith, believed in this Word of God until the end 
although it seemed impossible. 

This Word of God does not just apply only to 
Abraham. God says this to all the people who believe 
in Him including Abraham. When we look at the 
Word of God from our fleshly perspective, it seems 
that the Word of God cannot be fulfilled through our 
flesh just like it seemed impossible for Abraham’s 
wife to give birth to a child when she was 90 years 
old. What does this mean? Yes, it is impossible for 

you and me to become righteous in our flesh by not 
ever committing sin. However, God promised to 
fulfill the impossible and finally gave “Isaac” to you 
and me according to this promise. God sent Jesus 
Christ to this world and gave us laughter and joy by 
blotting out all our sins. The Almighty God has 
fulfilled this work that could never have been 
accomplished in our own strength.  

  
 

Is It Possible to Become Perfect in Our Flesh? 
 
You and I have clearly received the remission of 

sins through the Lord. But it would be wonderful if 
we who have already received the remission of sins 
became perfect even in our flesh, but is this really 
possible? It is not possible. It is not possible just as it 
was not possible for Sarah to give birth to a child at 
the age of 90.  

Do you know when the saints who have 
received the remission of sins become the most 
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distressed? It is when they have grown slightly after 
receiving the remission of sins, like a child that is 
ready to go to an elementary school after they have 
learned to walk. During this early growth phase, most 
saints begin to think that they should become better 
fleshly since they have become perfect spiritually, 
and then they begin to strive for that. However, it is 
impossible to become perfect fleshly. Like Sarah 
could not give birth to a child at that old age, it is 
impossible for a person to become perfect fleshly 
regardless of whether or not one believes in Jesus 
ardently. Rather the hearts of the born-again saints 
have become perfect, but they can never become 
perfect in their flesh. Their hearts cannot but be 
distressed since the reality is far different from the 
ideal. However, God gave a son to Sarah who 
seemed impossible to bear a child. What does this 
mean? It means that God makes those who cannot 
possibly become perfect in their flesh into those who 
are righteous. This is what God is teaching us 
through today’s Scripture reading.  

Even though we have received the remission of 
sins through the blessing of the Lord, we cannot 
become perfect in our flesh by our own strength. 
Abraham’s wife was 90 years old at that time. Can a 
90 year old woman really give birth to a child even if 
she wants to? It is impossible. We have definitely 
been made perfect in our spirit by believing in Jesus 
Christ. However, can our flesh also become perfect at 
the same time? No, it cannot. Therefore, we would 
have gone astray in a short while if God had not 
spoken to us about such things. If God did not teach 
us about these truths we would not have been able to 
say we have become the righteous.  

Human flesh can never become perfect. But 
despite this, the Almighty God did accomplish this 
work. A 90 year old woman gave birth to a child. At 
that time, the people of that village probably laughed 
about that. They probably laughed about it saying 
that this old woman Sarah gave birth to a child. That 
might be the reason why God told Abraham to call 
the name of that son Isaac. 
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It is impossible for us to become perfect in our 
flesh. Therefore, we must not follow the things of the 
flesh that will never become perfect. Those who seek 
to follow the Lord after receiving the remission of 
sins must follow the righteous Spirit. Following the 
flesh is wrong and it is impossible to become perfect 
in fleshly terms. You and I must realize who we are 
as humans with flesh. We must know honestly that 
we are like Sarah before the presence of God. I am 
saying that we must acknowledge our shortcomings 
and lacking and believe in the righteous God.  

This is true. We are all people like Sarah. We 
must acknowledge, “I am someone who can never 
lead a holy and perfect life in a fleshly way just like 
Sarah could never give birth to a child by her own 
strength at the age of 90.” We must think about this 
fact and acknowledge it in our hearts. We can go 
forth and lead a truly righteous life of faith only 
when we think about who we really are and 
acknowledge our fleshly weaknesses. 

We can give up leading a life of faith when we 

realize that we cannot lead a holy life like this. God 
is now telling us that we ourselves are people like 
Sarah, the wife of Abraham. God is telling us that we 
cannot lead a perfect life in a fleshly sense. We must 
open the doors of our hearts and listen to this Word of 
God. And we must acknowledge this fact, “Yes, You 
are right. I am such a wretched person. But by sending 
Jesus Christ to this world, You have made me 
righteous, even though I am so evil and cannot become 
perfect on my own accord.” Truly, we are so evil and 
cannot become perfect on our own. But despite all these 
facts God has made you and me truly righteous saints 
by sending Jesus Christ to this world.  

 
 

Jesus Has Made Us Righteous 
 
Jesus came to this world in the form of a human, 

took all our sins upon this body of flesh by being 
baptized in the Jordan River, and saved you and me 
by bearing the judgment of the Cross in our stead. 
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And we have become the righteous by believing in 
this complete work of salvation of Jesus in our 
hearts. Actually, God could have given a child to 
Abraham when his wife Sarah was younger and also 
could have made Sarah give birth to a child when she 
was 65 years old, that is, when she left her homeland 
with her husband Abraham. However, God finally 
made Sarah give birth to a child only after she 
became 90 years old.  

What could be the reason for this? It was to 
show, by giving a child to a very old lady, what 
seemed totally impossible to man. God made it clear 
that this wonderful thing had happened because of 
their unmovable obedience in His Words. In a similar 
vein, we who could never become righteous on our 
own have become righteous just by obeying and 
believing in the Word of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit.  

You and I must really know how wretched our 
flesh is. We could not on no account receive 
salvation if the Lord did not save us. We could never 

been saved except by the Word of the Lord’s Truth. 
Moreover, we are beings that could never have 
become the righteous if we did not have this faith of 
believing in this Word of salvation. We are beings 
that could never become the righteous if not for God. 
But the Almighty God made us the wretched people 
become the righteous saints. God the Father saved us 
the pitiful. This is the very Truth God is telling us 
today. God did not give a child to Abraham’s wife at 
such an old age because He was bored. Rather, God 
did this according to His providence and had this 
event recorded in His Word. This is to teach every 
one of us humans the way to become a righteous 
person by believing in Jesus Christ.  

Let’s think about this. Can you and I become 
perfect in our flesh? Do our physical bodies become 
whole and perfect when much time passes after 
receiving the remission of sins? No, they don’t. But 
we do not want to acknowledge this fact. We do not 
want to believe this fact although we are not upright 
fleshly. We really must not follow the things of the 
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flesh. Following our flesh is not God’s will. Our 
hearts become dark and evil when we seek after the 
things of our flesh. Therefore, you and I must 
acknowledge that we are not righteous fleshly. Our 
flesh is like Sarah. Our souls are the only part of us 
that becomes completely perfect by believing in the 
Word of God. Only when we stand firm in our faith 
on God’s Word can we beget Isaac just like Abraham 
and Sarah could. 

The longer we lead the life of faith the more we 
must acknowledge this fact. We must acknowledge 
that we cannot on any account become righteous in 
fleshly terms and that we are someone like Sarah 
who cannot bear child at the ripe old age of 90. But 
we have become the righteous only by believing that 
Jesus Christ blotted out all our sins by the water, the 
blood, and the Holy Spirit that was given to us. We 
must have the faith in our hearts that says, “It is 
impossible for me to become a righteous person in a 
fleshly way. However, God made such a wretched 
one like me into a righteous person.” God has truly 

made us righteous by blotting out all our sins. God 
did this work that we absolutely could not do by 
ourselves. The Almighty God did this work that was 
absolutely impossible for us to do with all of our own 
strength.  

Some people give up their faith in the middle of 
their lives of faith because they only looked at their 
own flesh without having this faith. God said, “Sarah 
really cannot give birth to a child by herself. 
However, I will give her a child,” and indeed He 
gave a child to them, and this child was named Isaac. 
This is the same as saying that God has made us who 
are lacking in the flesh the righteous.  

 
 

By Faith, Laugh about the Work God Has 
Done 

 
As I have said before, the name of Abraham’s 

son Isaac means “he laughs.” And the word “gospel” 
contains the meaning, “joyful news.” How do we feel 
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when we received the remission of sins in our hearts 
by the gospel of the Lord? We simply burst into 
laughter because we became so very happy, did we 
not? Like this, Isaac also signifies the very gospel of 
the Lord.  

Do you believe in the work God has done for 
our salvation? Do you acknowledge your insufficient 
selves? If you do, then this is good. If you have such 
faith, you do not need to look at yourselves and 
lament or be discouraged over yourselves while 
living out your faith. Do not look at your fleshly 
weaknesses, but rather just acknowledge them 
instead. We can finally laugh when we acknowledge 
our true nature and profess, “I am such a wretched 
being whose flesh cannot but be like this no matter 
how much time passes by. But God has made me a 
perfectly righteous person.” We can lead a life of 
faith brightly and firmly if we have such a faith. God 
teaches such a person who is someone like Sarah, to 
preach the gospel of the Lord with power. God 
makes such a person preach His gospel bold like a 

lion. So we also can say, “God has truly made you a 
righteous saint. God will truly give you a child.”  

We are all Sarah’s who are like a 90 year old 
woman. We are all barren beings that cannot bear a 
child. That is, no one can become a righteous person 
by his or her own works. It is the same for the so-
called great sages of this world such as Buddha, 
Confucius, and Socrates. A certain Korean Buddhist 
monk published a book recently with the title, “How 
Can I Become Enlightened When There Is No 
Truth.” He said there is nothing in this world that can 
be considered “the truth.” He is a very honest person 
since he acknowledged that he could not find “the 
truth” because there is no such a thing as “the truth” 
in Buddhism although he has led the life as a 
Buddhist monk for a very long time. This person is 
also like Sarah although he does not follow the Lord. 
It is because he has realized that it is impossible for 
him to become a righteous person by leading an 
ascetic life of a monk.  

This is so true. Our flesh can never become 
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perfectly righteous by us living in this world 
virtuously and morally. What is the way for you and 
me to become the righteous and go to the Kingdom 
of Heaven? Isn’t it only in Jesus? Do we not go to the 
Kingdom of Heaven by faith of believing in Jesus 
correctly? Every spiritual thing we possess becomes 
useless if it were not for Jesus Christ. Whether or not 
you have received the remission of sins, you can 
never become perfect in your flesh. We can be 
righteous only by our faith. How can this 
righteousness be attained? This righteousness is only 
received from God and we become the children of 
God by believing in Jesus, that is, by believing that 
Jesus Christ who is our Savior took all our sins upon 
Himself by the baptism of the water and paid for 
them by bearing the judgment for all our sins on the 
Cross. We become the righteous children of God 
with this faith. Please keep this firmly in your heart. 
The only way we can become the children of God is 
by believing in Jesus Christ the Son of God. We must 
acknowledge once again that it is impossible by our 

flesh. Do you acknowledge this?  
God came to Abraham and spoke to him 

unilaterally. The Lord God appeared to Abraham and 
made him the ancestor of faith. I believe the way God 
spoke to Abraham at that time is the very Word God 
has spoken to us also. By the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit, Jesus Christ has saved you and me, we 
who could not become perfect in our flesh. But Jesus 
Christ made it possible for us to become the 
righteous. Our God has made us who are insufficient 
into the righteous. This is the work God 
accomplished, like the work He did by making Sarah 
have a child. That we have become the righteous is 
the promise and the blessing of the Almighty God. 
Do you believe?  

Is there anything at all that we can make 
righteous in our flesh? No, there isn’t. We must 
really acknowledge this. Our God has made us, who 
are like this, the righteous. I give thanks to God. 
Halleluiah!  
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Sodom and Gomorrah 
 
 

< Genesis 19:12-22 > 
“Then the men said to Lot, ‘Have you anyone 

else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, 
and whomever you have in the city—take them 
out of this place! For we will destroy this place, 
because the outcry against them has grown great 
before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has 
sent us to destroy it.’ So Lot went out and spoke to 
his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, 
and said, ‘Get up, get out of this place; for the 
LORD will destroy this city!’ But to his sons-in-
law he seemed to be joking. When the morning 
dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, 
‘Arise, take your wife and your two daughters 
who are here, lest you be consumed in the 
punishment of the city.’ And while he lingered, 
the men took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, 
and the hands of his two daughters, the LORD 

being merciful to him, and they brought him out 
and set him outside the city. So it came to pass, 
when they had brought them outside, that he said, 
‘Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor 
stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the 
mountains, lest you be destroyed.’ Then Lot said 
to them, ‘Please, no, my lords! Indeed now, your 
servant has found favor in your sight, and you 
have increased your mercy which you have shown 
me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the 
mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. 
See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it 
is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a 
little one?) and my soul shall live.’ And he said to 
him, ‘See, I have favored you concerning this 
thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for 
which you have spoken. Hurry, escape there. For I 
cannot do anything until you arrive there.’ 
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.” 
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You Should Believe That God Was 
Determined to Destroy the World 

 
God decided to destroy Sodom. It was because 

the sins of the Sodomites abounded in that land. 
While God was determined to carry out this 
judgment, people were slow to put their faith in His 
Word concerning this and also had little faith. In 
today’s Scripture passage the angels sent by God 
visited Lot, Abraham’s nephew, and warned them, 
“We have come to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 
along with their sins. We will destroy this land you 
are living in. Make haste and take your family out of 
this land right now.” Lot then passed this message of 
warning on to his daughters and his sons-in-law who 
were also living in Sodom. He told them urgently, 
“God said He will be destroying this land along with 
the sins of its inhabitants, so we should leave this 
land right now and escape to the mountains.”  

How did his sons-in-law respond to him? They 
did not believe him. They thought he was joking. It is 

written, “So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-
law, who had married his daughters, and said, ‘Get 
up, get out of this place; for the LORD will destroy 
this city!’ But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be 
joking” (Genesis 19:14). 

God’s angels appeared to Lot and his family 
again. They then forced Lot along with his wife and 
his two daughters out of that place. God made His 
mind up to consume that place with fire and 
brimstone, so His angels took hold of their hands and 
led them out from that city, because they were 
lingering far too long. God could not wait any longer 
and have them linger any longer in Sodom because He 
was determined to destroy that accursed city. Leaving 
his sons-in-law behind who took God’s Word as a joke, 
God forcefully led Lot, his wife and his two daughters 
out by their hands. Because God pulled them out by 
force to save their lives, his family could escape. But 
Lot’s wife was unable to give up her attachments to that 
city, disobeyed God’s Word and looked back and turned 
immediately into a pillar of salt. 
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When God told them to escape to the high 
mountains, Lot pleaded with God, saying, the 
journey to the high mountains would be too long and 
arduous. So he asked, “Please God let us rather flee 
to the small hill over there.” Although God had 
originally planned to destroy that hill also, He 
favored them and let them escape there. Thanks to 
the grace and mercy of God, only Lot and his two 
daughters were saved. This is the storyline of what 
we have just read today. 

What lesson is God trying to teach us here? It is 
that we should believe God and His Word. We 
should believe His Word that says He will destroy 
this world as He did to the land of Sodom. The land 
of Sodom was overflowing with countless sins at that 
time. God could not tolerate such a sinful land any 
longer. And so He rained down fire and brimstone on 
that land. The Bible records that fire and brimstone 
rained down from the heavens (Genesis 19:24). The 
people living in that place were completely 
destroyed. This biblical account was verified when 

some renowned archeologists found piles of burnt 
grain while digging up the ruins of that city while 
doing their research.  

A long time ago an exhibition titled, “The Last 
Day of Pompeii” was held in the City of Seoul. At 
this exhibition many of the remains of Sodom such as 
half-burnt human bones of the Sodomites were 
displayed. The Sodomites in those days were burned 
and buried alive when God’s wrath hit that land. 

 
 

God Never Fails to Do What He Is 
Determined to Do 

 
Dear fellow believers, we must believe in the 

Word of God just as it is. Once He makes up His 
mind to do something, He will do it without fail. God 
also said He would destroy this world as He 
destroyed the land of Sodom. He promised that He 
would rescue the righteous people first and then 
condemn the rest.  
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Brother Kwon, one of our gospel believers, was 
in hospital with an unknown illness, and was in much 
pain. Some fellow believers visited him before they 
attended a revival meeting held at our branch church 
in Seoul. The hospital told his family to take him 
home for he had little chance to recover. He pleaded 
with God to take his life quickly so that he would no 
longer be in such pain. So God took him home last 
night. Although he is not with us now, I think it is 
fortunate for him to die after receiving the remission 
of sins through the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
I believe that Brother Kwon is now in Heaven. I am 
sure he is in the Kingdom where the Lord is. The 
same thing is waiting for us. Even though our bodies 
still remain on this earth, our souls have already 
received this perfect salvation through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.  

God who has saved us will destroy this world 
without a doubt. We truly believe it. We need to hold 
onto our faith in His Word. God is likewise telling 
us, “Preach the gospel urgently to our families and 

everyone else and lead them away from their places 
that will soon be destroyed. Be sure that no one 
considers My Word as a joke.”  

When Lot delivered the angels’ warning to his 
sons-in-law they thought that he was joking. This is 
because they were not born again yet. Because Lot 
refrained from preaching the gospel to his sons-in-
law, they were destroyed. God told Abraham that He 
would spare the land of Sodom if there had been 10 
righteous people their in. However, Sodom and 
Gomorrah was destroyed because there were not 10 
righteous people in these cities. How many righteous 
people do you think were living in that land where 
Lot lived? Only Lot, his wife, and his two daughters 
were considered righteous people. Nonetheless, Lot’s 
wife turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back 
at the world. What does this mean? It means that 
even the righteous can’t walk away from the promise 
of God. Through this incident of Lot’s wife, God 
teaches us that even a righteous person can be 
destroyed when they linger too long in this world.  
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We therefore need to take the Word of God 
seriously and believe in it sincerely and we must 
never regard it as a joke. God appeared to Lot and 
told him that He would destroy that land because its 
sins were overflowing. And God fulfilled His 
promise to the dot. And God still warns us that He 
will destroy this sinful world. He said He would 
destroy this world through disasters such as famines, 
earthquakes, diseases, thirst and wars. God said 
clearly and specifically that those who receive the 
mark of the beast (666) will be completely destroyed. 
But God’s own people will never receive it, and 
therefore this mark will only be on the worldly 
people. For this reason, we should believe God’s 
Word. We must live by faith. We should have faith in 
His promise that He will indeed destroy this world. 
Dear fellow believers, do you believe that God will 
destroy this world? Do you truly believe that this 
world will be destroyed? Do you also believe that 
this time of judgment is not too far from now?  

 

God Showed Mercy on Lot 
 
God pulled Lot and his two daughters out of the 

land of Sodom by force. If it had not been for the 
mercy of God, all of them would have been burned to 
death by this fire and brimstone. God is a merciful 
God, for He delivered them from such disasters. As 
we have seen here, God will definitely deliver us the 
righteous from this world of destruction and bring us 
to a safe place. We can be so certain of God’s will 
through today’s message.  

While Lot received God’s favor, his sons-in-law 
did not receive such favor. What was the reason? It 
was because they did not believe what their father-in-
law had told them, and took the Word of God lightly 
as a joke. Nor did they believe their wives. In short, 
they were devoid of faith and faced the same fate as 
all the other people in that doomed land. Therefore, 
the final destiny of those who don’t live by faith is 
destruction. Those who don’t believe in God or His 
Word will be destroyed alone and at once, while their 
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believing family members get rescued. Everyone 
should have their own faith, and it is no use having a 
believing family member if that person himself does 
not have faith in God’s Word. God is telling us that 
this can happen even to your own family. He also 
reminds us that He shows mercy to those who believe 
in Him.  

In short, you have to believe that God will 
destroy this world. This world we live in now is 
about to be destroyed. This is why we should never 
take God’s Word lightly as a joke. We should never 
consider the Word of God as a joke or complete 
nonsense. We must lead our lives of faith believing 
that His Word will surely come true.  

Dear fellow believers, we need to receive God’s 
mercy. We need His favor. Lot’s wife died at that 
moment when she could have been saved. God sent 
His angels to take Lot, his wife, and his two 
daughters out of Sodom by leading them out with 
their hands. He warned that they would be destroyed 
if they looked back. What then did Lot’s wife do? 

Being worldly minded, she could not help thinking 
about her possessions and jewelry. As a result, she 
had left behind as she saw fire and brimstone raining 
down with a loud noise. Because she was unable to 
give up her attachment to this world, she disobeyed 
God’s Word and looked back. As soon as she turned 
her head doubting that she would ever be destroyed, 
she immediately turned into a pillar of salt exactly as 
God had said. Even nowadays, we can see many 
pillars of salt in the Dead Sea region. People have 
wildly assumed that a certain human-shaped pillar of 
salt could be Lot’s wife. Be that as it may, we should 
never be like Lot’s wife. We need to believe in God’s 
Word. We should never consider His Word as a joke. 
We must believe that His Word is the Truth and 
nothing but the Truth.  

As believers in God and in His Word, our tasks 
for the rest of our lives are to preach the gospel to 
save people’s souls. This is what we who have 
received God’s mercy need to do. You and I received 
our salvation through God’s favor. God loved us 
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because of His great mercy, and we were saved 
thanks to His love. In other words, we have received 
salvation through the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, which is the kernel of God’s love. Jesus took 
away all the sins of the world and delivered us from 
all our sins. We were delivered by believing in the 
Word of God with our whole hearts. What else can 
we call this other than God’s mercy? Indeed, God has 
shown us His true mercy through the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. This is similar to God’s mercy 
granted to Lot who was saved from destruction. I 
give thanks to God for His mercy.  

 
 

I Will Preach What This Gospel Truth 
Really Is All over the World 

 
Some people will take God’s Word as a joke as 

Lot’s sons-in-law did, while others will take it 
seriously and receive salvation. It is up to them. All 
we can do is to just preach the gospel of the Lord to 

as many people as we can. We need to tell our family 
by faith that this world will be destroyed. We should 
tell them to receive their true salvation by believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. I have no 
doubt that there are people like Lot’s sons-in-law and 
people like Lot’s daughters. No matter what kind of 
people they are, we need to preach the gospel to 
them. We must impart the gospel to everyone on this 
earth. In the end, we must preach the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit to the Israelis. We are done when 
our publications are handed out in Israel. By the time 
our mission books in the Hebrew language is 
distributed throughout Israel and our ministry 
workers are sent there to deliver this gospel, then 
world evangelism can be seen as complete.  

As we see the Biblical account of the fall of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, so we need to put our faith in 
God’s Word that He will for sure destroy this sinful 
world someday. We should not be the people who 
take God’s Word as a joke just like Lot’s sons-in-
law. Instead, we should lead a life of bringing souls 
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out from their imminent destruction by faith. Take 
this into your heart again and again. You and I truly 
need to lean on God’s Word entirely until we meet 
the Lord. That is the key point of God’s message for 
us today. We need to take the Word of God into our 
hearts, not just into our heads. We must believe in 
God’s Word just as it is.  

 
 

We Are Living in the Last Days of the World 
 
Dear fellow believers, do you know what is so 

rampant these days? It is credit cards. We don’t know 
how many people have bad credit. There are also 
many related problems such as lost credit cards or 
duplicated cards. I seldom use credit cards, but I also 
have a few credit cards. Including my phone card, I 
have several plastic cards. They are very convenient 
to use, but it becomes problematic when I lose any of 
them. The trouble starts when any criminal uses my 
cards. Won’t the authorities eventually come up with 

a way to prevent people from losing their cards? A 
microchip or responder with all of your information 
stored in it will soon be injected into your body and 
this will be the mark of 666 the Bible speaks about. 
Devices which were originally invented by humans 
for their convenience, will cross the line and become 
our rulers. The time will come when humans will 
serve machines as gods.  

This era indeed is perilous. It seems that the end 
is near. China opened its doors and so did Russia. 
Almost all the communist countries collapsed and the 
entire world is becoming as one. Soon God will come 
back and judge this sinful world. He will first rescue 
those obedient ones who were saved from this sinful 
world, and then He will burn the rest by raining down 
fire and of brimstone upon them. People won’t be 
able to take any of their possessions with them. As 
the city of Sodom was completely destroyed, the 
whole world will be on fire.  

In May of 2008 a devastating earthquake 
measuring magnitude 8.0 hit the Sichuan Province of 
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China. Over 70,000 people died or were lost by this 
one time calamity. China still suffers from that severe 
earthquake because countless people were injured 
and suffered severe property losses. Mongolia also 
had a strong earthquake measuring a magnitude 6.5 
level. Leading geologists have predicted that there 
will be frequent super-earthquakes in China and 
Russia in the near future. Even our country Korea is 
experiencing small earthquakes. In the past, Korea 
was considered to be a safe zone from earthquakes, 
but it seems that the continent including the Korean 
Peninsula is no longer safe from earthquakes. Since 
Korea is not ready for such devastating earthquakes, 
when a strong earthquake hits this country, the 
country will fall hopelessly. I heard on the news that 
a three-story house collapsed during its remodeling. 
When an earthquake with a magnitude of just over 
6.0 level hits Korea, most houses will collapse. In 
other words, Korea will be completely destroyed 
once the country is hit by such an earthquake. Korean 
people have not built earthquake-proof houses. Not 

all houses will stand earthquakes. This means that 
most houses will be ruined in a time of severe 
earthquakes. God can do such things easily when He 
is determined to do so.  

You and I believe in God’s Word that He will 
indeed destroy this world. Therefore, we need to live 
by faith in God’s Word and preach this gospel of the 
Lord to everyone in this world. You need to preach 
the gospel to your family members ceaselessly 
regardless of their response. They will not continue 
to turn away from this gospel to the end, if you say to 
them, “This gospel corresponds exactly with the 
Word in the Bible. So believe in this gospel.” I am 
sure most of them will submit tamely to this gospel 
because they also have become aware that the last 
days of the earth are imminent. They also 
acknowledge this fact. In the past, people used to 
have an aversion towards the message that this planet 
earth will end according to God’s Word, but now 
even non-believers know that the world will soon 
end. They can sense it themselves. Not long ago, 
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Thailand and Malaysia lost some tens of thousands of 
people during a typhoon. That was an alarming 
calamity due to a radical weather change. When cold 
air meets hot air in the ocean, it creates a whirlpool 
as high as a mountain; if there are any people or any 
boats, the whirlpool sucks them up and elevates them 
to a mountain level. Such a devasting whirlwind can 
break ocean going ships in half and split people into 
pieces.  

Such disasters are becoming more frequent 
these days. It is quite likely that there will be more 
and more of such disasters in the future. 
Meteorologists know that the world climate has 
become abnormal. People would not believe that 
parts of the rain forest of the Amazon would become 
a desert. How about now? Desertification of this 
region has been taking place increasingly due to El 
Nino. When we see these dramatic changes in the 
world’s climate and the change in world’s politics, 
we can realize that the last days are imminent. We 
can also be certain that the judgment day of the Lord 

is near when we see the overflowing wickedness in 
everyone’s hearts.  

 
 

Let’s Believe That the Last Days Are Near 
 
Dear fellow believers, we need to live by faith. 

Where will we the righteous go when the world 
perishes? The earth will become a new Kingdom. It 
is written in the Bible that our Lord will renew 
everything and resurrect the righteous after the earth 
is completely destroyed. Therefore, we can have true 
hope only by believing in the Millennial Kingdom 
that God has promised.  

God said He would destroy this world. We 
believe in God’s Word, which is very detailed and 
deliberate. We trust in His Word and wait for the Day 
of the Lord. We will deliver the gospel until the day 
the Lord returns. I told you at the beginning of this 
sermon that God took our Brother Kwon to Heaven a 
few days ago. I was so glad when I heard that his 
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sister also received the remission of sins by believing 
in the gospel of God during the funeral services. I 
want you to know this fact that delivering the gospel 
to people in these last days is a truly rewarding job.  

Dear fellow believers, preach the gospel to your 
family. Deliver it clearly so that no one can take the 
Word of God as a joke just like Lot’s sons-in-law. 
Tell them what will happen to this earth and tell them 
everything that is predicted in the Word of God. 
Whoever lives on earth must be prepared for that 
Day. We need to teach them that the only precaution 
we can take is to believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, through which we can be saved by 
faith. So deliver them this genuine gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. Too many people are lingering 
around waiting to be destroyed. Many family 
members of our brothers and sisters will be 
destroyed. Therefore, we the believers need to stand 
firm first in our faith. God wants us to have a strong 
faith in Him. God tells us to trust in Him. So we must 
trust in Him.  

God is telling us that the end of the world is 
imminent. He urges us to deliver the gospel, warning 
us that He will burn down this world with fire. As 
these fireballs fell and burned the inhabitants as well 
as its crops, a similar thing will happen to this earth 
in this time and age. Fire will rain down from above. 
This fire rain can be explained scientifically. When 
the stars collide with each other, its debris will fall to 
this earth in a form of devastating fireballs. Fire 
raining down from the sky is then more than 
possible. It is because some asteroids are moving 
through the earth’s orbit. For this reason, you and I 
must believe in God’s Word first and deliver it 
sincerely to our family members.  

 
 

We Should Be Prepared for the Last Days 
by Believing in the Word of God 

 
What should we do to prepare for these last 

days? First of all, we should have faith. We need 
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faith. God tells us to believe in Him and He wants to 
receive such faith from us. What is there for us to 
place our hope in? This world is a tiring and hopeless 
place. Therefore we must believe in the Word of God 
that this world will perish by this fire rain someday. 
If we take this as a joke, we will sink down into this 
whirlpool of destruction. Or we may turn into pillars 
of salt while lingering on our worldly possessions. 
How miserable will that be if one of us goes through 
such destruction? We may not know what will 
happen tomorrow, but we still need to live out our 
faith as we believe that the Lord will surely judge 
this world with fire. By having this faith, we need to 
deliver the gospel to our families including the 
people around the world. We need to live by faith. 
Even if tomorrow is the end of the earth, we should 
still do our job. As we go to work or to school with 
no change, we need to serve the Lord through our 
possessions and prayers. Keep this in mind always. 
God will destroy this world with fire. We must 
believe this as we live out our faith. Do you believe 

this?  
What I want to tell you today is that we need to 

be ready for the last days by believing in the Word of 
God. Even if the Lord returns tomorrow, we still 
should live out our faith and deliver the gospel in 
union with the Church without wavering. We also 
need to preach the gospel abroad through our 
literature ministry; we should preach it equally to 
disabled and to able people; we should hand out our 
mission books equally to homosexuals as well as to 
heterosexuals. No matter whom we meet, we need to 
deliver this heavenly message to them clearly, “You 
can be saved only when you believe in this genuine 
gospel. You can go to Heaven when your heart 
becomes sinless through this gospel of the water and 
the Spirit.” This is what I wanted to admonish you 
today.  

I believe in God’s Word. I believe in His Word 
that says this world will be destroyed. Since I believe 
this, I want to preach this gospel to more and more 
people. I don’t have hopes or attachments to this 
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world anymore, because I believe in God’s Word. 
This is why I don’t heap up my possessions in this 
world. Instead, I put my treasures in Heaven as my 
savings. Because I believe in the Word which says, 
“Where your treasure is, your heart will be also” 
(Matthew 6:21), I give everything to God who dwells 
in my heart. Because I believe that the world is 
coming to an end, I can put everything I have in 
preaching the gospel, and not invest it in this world. I 
can do this because of my belief.  

If you truly believe that the world will end soon, 
then live fully for the gospel. Don’t have regrets later 
because of not giving your life for the gospel. Give all 
you have to God for His gospel. You can’t take any of 
your possessions with you when the world is destroyed. 
I tell you this because I believe it will surely happen in 
the near future. If any one of you still hesitates in 
believing in what I have said, then stop this madness 
and put your faith in it even now. It is truly a 
trustworthy Truth. While this is so very obvious, if you 
say you can’t believe in what I have said, then you have 

no right to be a follower of Christ.  
If you can’t believe the Word of the Lord that 

the world will end, your faith in God is good for 
nothing. God washed your sins cleanly away through 
the water and the Spirit. Jesus took away all our sins 
through His baptism and took the penalty in our stead 
by dying on the Cross. If you believe that Jesus saved 
you from all your sins and destruction like this, then 
you should also believe that the end days are 
approaching fast. And we should live for the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. If you don’t believe the fact 
that God will destroy this world, it will be less likely 
that you will keep your faith—this faith that you have 
received the remission of sins. Therefore, live by 
faith and defend your faith.  

This evening I shared with you from Genesis 
chapter 19 the work of God that was revealed to Lot, 
Abraham’s nephew. I’d like to close my sermon with 
a reminder that God will destroy this world just as He 
said. I trust that all of you will become genuine 
believers in Christ. Halleluiah!  
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The Church of God Is 
Magnificently Beautiful  

 
 

< Genesis 20:1-18 > 
“And Abraham journeyed from there to the 

South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and 
stayed in Gerar. Now Abraham said of Sarah his 
wife, ‘She is my sister.’ And Abimelech king of 
Gerar sent and took Sarah. But God came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, 
‘Indeed you are a dead man because of the woman 
whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.’ 
But Abimelech had not come near her; and he 
said, ‘Lord, will You slay a righteous nation also? 
Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she, 
even she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the 
integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I 
have done this.’ And God said to him in a dream, 
‘Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of 

your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning 
against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 
Now therefore, restore the man’s wife; for he is a 
prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall 
live. But if you do not restore her, know that you 
shall surely die, you and all who are yours.’ So 
Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his 
servants, and told all these things in their hearing; 
and the men were very much afraid. And 
Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, 
‘What have you done to us? How have I offended 
you, that you have brought on me and on my 
kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me 
that ought not to be done.’ Then Abimelech said 
to Abraham, ‘What did you have in view, that you 
have done this thing?’ And Abraham said, 
‘Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in 
this place; and they will kill me on account of my 
wife. But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the 
daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my 
mother; and she became my wife. And it came to 
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pass, when God caused me to wander from my 
father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is your 
kindness that you should do for me: in every 
place, wherever we go, say of me, ‘He is my 
brother.’’ Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and 
male and female servants, and gave them to 
Abraham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him. 
And Abimelech said, ‘See, my land is before you; 
dwell where it pleases you.’ Then to Sarah he said, 
‘Behold, I have given your brother a thousand 
pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you before 
all who are with you and before everybody.’ Thus 
she was rebuked. So Abraham prayed to God; 
and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his 
female servants. Then they bore children; for the 
LORD had closed up all the wombs of the house 
of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.” 

 
 
When we look at the Word of God, especially 

the Book of Genesis, there are many passages that 

are difficult to understand. The passage that we have 
read together today is one of those difficult passages. 
As we can see here, Abraham the father of faith, 
referred to his wife as his sister. Wherever he went, 
he called his wife his sister, and he had Sarah call 
him her older brother. Because Abraham referred to 
his wife as his sister, he caused many kings to try to 
take his wife, and because of this, they suffered much 
hardship or calamity. Nevertheless, although he lied 
so much out of fear, Abraham later received much 
blessing from God. Why this happened is, humanly 
speaking, very difficult for us to comprehend. 

We cannot treat this story lightly as a laughing 
matter. This is because God’s Word has profound 
implications making it difficult to understand. When 
we look at Abraham from a worldly point of view, he 
was an amoral person who obtained riches through 
selling his wife off, but through this God is teaching 
us a great truth. 

As we read the Bible, we can see that a similar 
thing happened to Abraham’s son, Isaac as well. The 
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Bible says that Isaac like his father would say 
wherever he went that his wife was his sister as well. 
Gentile kings tried to have Isaac’s wife each time he 
said that his wife was his sister. Despite this, God 
blessed Isaac and allowed him many riches. There 
are many passages in the Bible that cannot be 
understood easily by the human mind. 

I am getting ready to publish a couple of sermon 
books on Ephesians. The Book of Ephesians is an 
epistle that deals with how God saved us and what 
purpose and plan He had in saving us. Among the 
Pauline Epistles, the Book of Galatians deals with 
Paul’s message saying that if there is anyone who 
preaches any gospel other than what he taught and 
preached, then such a person must be cursed even if 
that one is an angel. The Apostle Paul suffered 
extreme headaches because of the Circumcisionists 
of his days. The Book of Galatians is an epistle that 
was sent to the Church in Galatia because the 
Circumcisionists who had sneaked into the Church 
and did not preach the correct gospel. 

However, the Book of Ephesians deals with a 
different subject matter. The Epistle of Ephesians 
deals with God’s plan of salvation for us and how 
God had fulfilled this plan in His Son Jesus Christ. It 
also mentions how He made us His people through 
that plan. And so, in Ephesians chapter 4 it says, 
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” which means 
that we can know and be certain that there is only one 
faith; the Church is one, that there is one gospel and 
one salvation. Thus, Ephesians explains to us how 
the plan of God’s salvation began, and it tells us that 
those who have received the remission of sins must 
fight off the devil by having faith in the Word of 
God. If I continue to talk about this any longer my 
sermon will go wrong side path. So, I want to stick to 
the point of today’s sermon shortly, but the Epistle to 
the Ephesians can be briefly summarized in this 
manner. 

There were two Churches mentioned here, both 
were the Churches of God; but the Church at Ephesus 
and the Church at Galatia were different from each 
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other. Then what should the Church of God be like? 
There is a lot to be said about this. But if we are 
going to talk about the Church of God, then we must 
first discuss God’s plan and purpose towards us as 
human beings. We must first speak about which 
gospel the Church of God was created or formed by, 
and who these people are that believed in this gospel. 
In order to describe the Church of God, we must 
discuss God and Jesus Christ the Son of God, the 
Father and God’s plan and purpose in its entirety. 
This must be done so that everything about the 
Church of God is explained in its substance. 

 
 

Abimelech Took Abraham’s Wife Sarah 
 
Because those of you seated here are already 

born again saints, I did not want to discuss these 
things with you because I was worried that you might 
feel bored with such issues. However, really there are 
a lot of things like this that you and I must discuss. 

Today’s Scripture message is also speaking about the 
Church of God; it deals with God and His Church 
and the relationships of those of us who are in the 
Church.  

Let’s take a look at today’s Scripture passage: 
“And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, 
and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and stayed in 
Gerar. Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, ‘She is 
my sisterAnd Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took 
Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream by 
night, and said to him, ‘Indeed you are a dead man 
because of the woman whom you have taken, for she 
is a man’s wife’” (Genesis 20:1-3).  

This incident was caused by and came about 
because Abraham did not call Sarah his wife but 
called her his sister. It is true that Sarah was 
Abraham’s half sister. In the Old Testament, there 
are numerous instances of marriage between close 
relatives. The institution of forbidding marriage 
between close relatives was constructed by people 
later on in history. If we think about it, we are all 
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Adam’s descendants and are all close relatives. We 
are really one big family. The Bible says that through 
Noah’s family of eight the world was populated, and 
since they were one family, the people in the whole 
world can be said to be related to each other. 

Anyway, because Abraham referred to his half 
sister Sarah, who was already his wife, as his sister, 
King Abimelech took her for himself. Abimelech 
was going to invite people, have a grand feast and 
take Sarah as his wife the next day, but God appeared 
that night in his dream. And, in this dream God said, 
“Why did you take another man’s wife? Do you 
know who he is? He is a prophet. What are you 
planning to do by taking the wife of a prophet? If you 
do not return her immediately, you and your 
household will surely die.” 

To be honest, dreams are not something that can 
really be trusted. However, a long time ago, God 
would speak through dreams and through visions. 
Before the Bible was completed, God would speak to 
humans through dreams and visions. Therefore, when 

King Abimelech woke the next morning, he called 
his advisors and told them about the dream. When 
they heard this they all trembled with fear. And then 
King Abimelech quickly called Abraham and asked 
him, “What have you done to us? How have I 
offended you, that you have brought on me and on my 
kingdom a great sin? You have done deeds to me that 
ought not to be done.” Abimelech then said to 
Abraham, “What did you have in view, that you have 
done this thing?” 

 
 

Abraham Was Trying to Protect Himself 
through His Wife 

 
In verses 11 and 12, Abraham says, “Because I 

thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; 
and they will kill me on account of my wife. But 
indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of 
my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and 
she became my wife.”  
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What does this Word mean? Abraham was 
trying to protect himself through his wife Sarah. 
Although Abraham was our father of faith, he was a 
person in the flesh with weaknesses just like us. If 
you or I were in his shoes, we probably would have 
also sold our wives if we found ourselves in a similar 
situation. The fact that Abraham did this is rather 
good comparatively speaking. In his time that society 
was territorial and tribal. Small tribal nations were 
formed in every tribal village or settlement. And, in 
order to pass through such a region, one had to 
possibly fight against the people of that land. In order 
to survive, one had to either submit or be victorious 
in battle. Even though Abraham was being led by 
God, he still was not immune to these types of 
disputes. At that time, Abraham did not have any 
specific abode and God had not instructed him to stay 
at any specific place. So he had to wander from place 
to place fighting with other tribes. 

As for Abraham he had no other choice other 
than choosing to fight to proceed on his journey. The 

reason was that his family was not large in number 
and he was a stranger without much strength. If he 
had not been careful, he could have been attacked 
and killed. These tribes, on the other hand, were 
already well settled in and had many stockpiled 
weapons, and so Abraham was no match for them. 
Abraham was afraid that he might be killed. The 
biggest source of his fear was actually his own wife. 
This was because his wife Sarah was exceptionally 
beautiful. She was a woman of unparalleled beauty that 
people would just be smitten over. It is obvious he felt 
that his life was in danger because on top of having to 
compete with other tribes, many people became 
aggressive towards him because they coveted his wife. 
You and I would probably have done the same thing if 
we found ourselves in Abraham’s situation. 

Our country is rather safe nowadays and people do 
not treat others indiscriminately, but in times past when 
I was a child, in order to go through another town, it 
was not uncommon to be bullied by gangsters of that 
town. If they did not harm you then they would not let 
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you pass through. Travelers would have to give 
everything they had over to the natives. They took 
money arbitrarily as a toll from travelers. The society of 
Abraham’s day was probably similar to this. 

Nevertheless, after King Abimelech found out 
that Sarah was Abraham’s wife, he sent sheep and 
cows to Abraham as a peace offering and returned 
Sarah to him. And he said to Abraham, “See, my land 
is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” King 
Abimelech paid Abraham back for the embarrassing 
thing that he had done. God who was also angered by 
this did not allow Abimelech’s wife to conceive. But 
later on in the passage we read how Abraham prayed 
and Abimelech’s wife was able to conceive and all 
their problems worked out well. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this sermon, 
a similar thing also happened to Isaac. Isaac like his 
father, called his beautiful wife Rebekah his younger 
sister before a certain Gentile king, and through that 
he obtained much wealth as well. Anyways, there are 
many passages in the Bible that we cannot 

comprehend fully with our human mind. And so, it is 
impossible for a person who is not born again of 
water and the Spirit to comprehend the Bible 
properly and preach it to others. If someone who is 
not born again by the water and the Spirit teaches 
from the Word, then you can know that everything 
that person says is untrue. 

 
 

This Scripture Passage Is Speaking about 
God’s Church 

  
Genesis chapter 12 verses 10 to 20 says, “Now 

there was a famine in the land, and Abram went 
down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. And it came to pass, when he was 
close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, 
‘Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful 
countenance. Therefore it will happen, when the 
Egyptians see you, that they will say, ‘This is his 
wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 
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Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with 
me for your sake, and that I may live because of you.’ 
So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the 
Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very 
beautiful. The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and 
commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was 
taken to Pharaohs house. He treated Abram well for 
her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male 
and female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 
But the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with 
great plagues because of Sarai, Abrams wife. And 
Pharaoh called Abram and said, ‘What is this you 
have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she 
was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I 
might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here 
is your wife; take her and go your way. So Pharaoh 
commanded his men concerning him; and they sent 
him away, with his wife and all that he had.”  

Here, the same thing is happening again. 
Abraham called his wife his sister once again. To be 
honest, the reason why Abraham lied like this was 

because his faith was not strong and because he 
wanted to spare his own life. He felt that he might be 
killed, so he called his wife his sister, and by doing 
this he tried to spare his life. He did not have a strong 
faith so he called his wife his sister.  

Dear brothers among you, what is a wife? She is 
your other half that you have mixed your body with. 
You and she are one. Although Abraham thought that 
he would be killed because of his wife, instead he 
was protected and received much blessing because of 
her. Whenever he was in a dangerous situation, he 
was not attacked thanks to his wife but instead 
became a richer man.  

It is clearly wrong that Abraham called Sarah 
his sister when she was in fact his wife. Wouldn’t 
this be something wrong that even nonbelievers 
shouldn’t do? But the Bible says that Abraham 
received much blessing because of Sarah.  

There is one important fact here. As Abraham’s 
wife is Sarah, the bride of Jesus Christ is you and I, 
the Church of God. Those of us, who have become 
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children of God by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit and have received the remission 
of sins according to the will of God and through 
Jesus Christ the Son of God, are God’s people. And 
the place where the people of God gather is called the 
Church of God. The Church of God is the place 
where brothers and sisters who have received the 
remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit gather together to worship and 
do God’s work. Those who have this proper faith 
before God are themselves the Church of God. The 
Church is the place where those who have been born 
again by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit become one with Jesus Christ. The born-again 
saints are the brides of Jesus Christ and His Church. 
Those of us who have received the remission of sins 
by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
who have become the children of God, have become 
one with God and with Jesus Christ; and those who 
have become the righteous, are indeed the Church of 
God. 

After Receiving the Remission of Sins, You 
Must Set Your Heart towards God’s Will 

 
I know that there are some saints who are 

ashamed to call the Church of God their church. Just 
like Abraham lacked faith and called his wife his 
sister, such saints also are lacking in faith. As 
Abraham was not able to call Sarah his wife, there 
are people who are not able to clearly state that they 
have received the remission of their sins through God 
and that their church is the Church of God. This is 
the same for you and me. If you do not affirmatively 
decide this in your heart before God then you will not 
be able to confess that the Church of God is your 
family or that they are your brothers and sisters. For 
you to say, “This Church is the Bride of Jesus Christ 
and they are my family” is not something that you 
can say with conviction if your heart has not been 
fixed by faith. 

Dear fellow believes, as we live out our faith, 
we must set our hearts properly before God. Of 
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course, Abraham was clearly wrong for calling his 
wife his sister. However, God looked upon His 
Church, Sarah, and caused all things to work together 
for good. Abraham had a weakness in his flesh, but 
God looked upon His Church, Sarah, and gave him 
blessings.  

Do you and I then clearly believe in our hearts 
that the Church of God is our church; they are our 
family and our people? Beware of this. If you do not 
decide and affirm this in your hearts, then when 
circumstances turn bad, you will become a flip-flop 
person. 

 
 

To Know about the Church Is to Have 
Great Faith 

 
We have received the remission of sins by 

trusting in the Word of God, but after that, it is real 
and proper faith to know and believe in the Church of 
God and to unite oneself with His Church. You and I 

must have this kind of faith. We must know about the 
Church of God, and we must know that this Church 
that we are a part of is our body and our life. We 
must believe the fact that this Church is the place 
where the people of God who have been born again 
of the water and the Spirit are gathered together. And 
we must believe that we are part of this Church, the 
people of God. Without this faith, even if one is 
saved, it will be of no use. The end of such a person 
is destruction. 

Today’s Scripture passage says that Abraham’s 
wife was very beautiful. In the same way, God’s 
Church is also very beautiful. And so, if we leave this 
beautiful Church of God out in the world by itself it 
receives persecution and suffering. If things go 
wrong, we can be put to death and be injured by 
other Christian sinners. As people were entranced by 
the beauty of Abraham’s wife when she was left out 
in the world, so likewise when God’s Church is 
placed out in the world, people do not believe the 
reality of God’s Church, thinking, “Such a church is 
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too good to be true.” Only the saints who have 
become righteous by God may believe in the true 
nature of the Church, but the people of this world do 
not believe this. Instead they try to harm the Church 
and deny the existence of God. If we say to them that 
we the ministry workers in the Church of God are 
earning money by running businesses in order to 
spread the gospel, they do not believe this, thinking 
to themselves, “You’re only pretending to do this, 
and your leader is probably taking all the money.” 

The Bible says that the Church of God is 
extremely beautiful. Truly, the Church of God is very 
beautiful. However, those who try to take the Church 
of God without having faith of believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit will be cursed, just 
like Abimelech was cursed by God in today’s 
Scripture passage. Thus, not anyone can be a part of 
the Church of God, nor can anyone claim that the 
Church of God is his or her church. God has clearly 
established the qualifications of His bride so that 
only the true bride of Christ can call the Church of 

God their church. God has approved that only those 
who have cleansed all their sins away by believing in 
the gospel Truth of the water and the Spirit are His 
brides. Only these people can say that the Church of 
God is their church. But, what will happen to those 
who are not born again and just try to take the 
Church of God saying arbitrarily, “I also believe that 
way; I have the same faith and I like that faith.” They 
will for sure not be able to take the Church of God, 
but instead will be cursed. 

A soul that does not truly believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit in the heart and tries to 
obtain this faith intellectually—will surely come to 
ruin. I mean that if one does not believe in this 
genuine gospel in the heart with absolute sincerity, 
only curses will rain down on such a person. God 
will not leave wicked people like these alone. They 
will also be cursed like King Abimelech who tried to 
take Abraham’s wife by force. They do not believe 
properly in God with their hearts but just try to take 
the Church of God as theirs, and as a result, they will 
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bring fearful calamities upon themselves both 
physically and spiritually. 

 
 

It Is a Tremendous Blessing to Be a Part of 
the Beautiful Church of God 

 
The Church of God is truly beautiful. And, the 

level of its beauty is not something that can be 
rationally measured or ascertained by humans. 
People say that Yangguifei (719~756AD) of the 
Tang Dynasty of China and Cleopatra of ancient 
Egypt were the most beautiful women in human 
history, but compared to the Church of God, the level 
of their beauty cannot compare. God’s Church is so 
magnificently beautiful. And no one can take away 
from its beauty. Now, you and I are a part of this 
beautiful Church of God. The place where those who 
have been cleansed from their sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit gather together and 
worship God is called the Church of God.  

God spoke to Abraham, “I will be your God. I 
will be the God of your descendants, and my 
promises will be with them throughout their lives.” 
The sign that confirmed this promise was 
circumcision. At that time, every male child who was 
eight days old was circumcised. Like circumcision, 
you and I have the scars in our hearts that our sins 
have been cut away by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit that Jesus Christ gave us. There 
is a scar of faith for each one who has become the 
true people of God. The scar of faith that enables us 
to become the children of God is clearly within our 
souls. We have a mark of faith that testifies that “All 
of our sins have really been placed on Jesus Christ; 
and He has borne all our sins, cleansed me from 
them, received the judgment for them and saved me.” 
This Church of God is the gathering of such people. 
And, this is why we say that the Church of God is a 
truly beautiful place. The Church of God cannot be 
taken away by the people of this world, and it is not a 
place that someone can join simply because he or she 
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wants to. One can only belong to the Church of God 
by truly and fully trusting in the pure Word of God. 

Abraham became very rich because of this 
Church. King Abimelech gave him herds of cattle 
and sheep and much land. I believe that this Word of 
blessing applies to both you and me. We receive 
God’s blessings through this beautiful Church of 
God. You and I belong to God’s Church for we have 
received the remission of sins. I want to tell you how 
great this blessing is and how wonderful our lives of 
faith in His Church are. Really, it is such a precious 
and great secret that I almost feel that it is too good 
to share with others. The Church that God established 
is so beautiful that I want all the others to believe in 
this truth; and if they truly believe, I want them to 
believe in the correct way.  

How were we able to become a member of this 
Church of God? How could we who are so lacking 
become the Church of God itself? We were wretched 
sinners who were destined to hell deserving to be 
destroyed and be cursed, but we have become the 

children of the King of Heaven by His salvation. We 
were just normal people, but now we have become 
the children of God, more precious than a child of the 
President. We were sinners who were cursed and 
deserved destruction, but we have been completely 
saved from all our sins. Even salvation itself is 
overwhelming, but we have indeed become God’s 
children and His people. We ourselves have become 
the Kingdom of God. Is this fact wonderful and 
something to be very thankful for? Those of us who 
have become righteous have gathered together and 
formed the Church of God and that became the 
Kingdom of God on this earth. No matter how much 
I think about it, this is a great blessing and something 
to be very grateful for. 

The people of this world who listen to our 
gospel say, “It’s really great and I believe too.” They 
try to make this Church their own Church, but their 
faith is superficial and so they are absolutely not able 
to enter into this Church. This Church of God is not a 
place where anyone can just arbitrarily enter in. 
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Those who do not have the highways to Zion in their 
hearts (Psalm 84:5) absolutely cannot enter into this 
Church. Those who have not received the grace of 
salvation which God has provided have not been 
truly saved and so they cannot be God’s people. The 
Church of God is truly beautiful and so many people 
want to make this Church their own church, but not 
just anyone can claim the Church as their own.  

If anyone takes the Ark of the Covenant into 
their possession, calamity will follow that household. 
It is written in 1 Samuel chapter 5 that the Philistines 
took the Ark of the Covenant from the people of 
Israel and placed it into the house of Dagon, their 
god. Then, Jehovah God made this idol Dagon fall 
down by cutting off its hands and feet. As a result, 
only Dagon’s torso was left. Disaster came about. In 
this way, not anyone can have the Ark of the Covenant 
of God in their midst or in their homes. Only those who 
acknowledge the law of justice and love of God can 
have the Ark of the Covenant in their midst and be 
blessed for it. And thus, no one should attempt to make 

beautiful Church of God as their own or try to rule over 
it. It is not possible for sinners to do so in the first place, 
but if it does happen, God’s curse will certainly be 
placed upon them. 

Through today’s Scripture reading, we have 
learned several things. Among these things we have 
come to acknowledge again the fact that, as God 
gave Sarah to Abraham, He has given the Church of 
God to those of us who have received the remission 
of sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, and this is the greatest blessing. We believe 
that the Church of God is the very Kingdom of God. 
Through God’s Church where His people, that is, our 
brothers and sisters are gathered, God’s will is 
proclaimed to every corner of this earth. The 
believers in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
belong to this Church of God, and they will receive a 
great reward in the future. This will happen when the 
gospel is preached to all the nations and God’s will is 
fulfilled in its entirety through His Church. 

Dear fellow believers, I admonish you to trust in 
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the fact that God accomplishes His will through His 
Church. Being saved is not the end of everything. 
This is of no use if a born-again saint does not 
understand what the Church of God is all about and 
the truths that are contained in it.  

God called Abraham a prophet. God said that 
Abraham was His servant. Not anyone can be called 
that. The fact that Abraham was able to keep his life 
because of his wife and also became rich through this 
whole situation, teaches us that God gives us 
blessings through His Church and also it lets us know 
that His Church is indeed a wonderful entity.  

I give thanks to God the Father who has 
reminded us of these kinds of truths once again. I 
hope all of you place this faith in your hearts.  
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The Word of God Is 
Fulfilled without Fail 

 
 

< Genesis 21:1-7 > 
“And the LORD visited Sarah as He had 

said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had 
spoken. For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a 
son in his old age, at the set time of which God 
had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name 
of his son who was born to him—whom Sarah 
bore to him—Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised 
his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God 
had commanded him. Now Abraham was one 
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to 
him. And Sarah said, ‘God has made me laugh, 
and all who hear will laugh with me.’ She also 
said, ‘Who would have said to Abraham that 
Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne 
him a son in his old age.’” 

Things That Seem Impossible  
 
In today’s Scripture passage, Genesis 21:1-3 

says: “And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, 
and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. For 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 
And Abraham called the name of his son who was 
born to him—whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac.” 
When God spoke these words to Abraham, Abraham 
was already 100 years old, and his wife Sarah was 
91. Who would have thought that this Sarah at this 
age would bear and wean a child? But, truly God 
allowed Abraham and Sarah at this ripe old age to 
bear a child. 

Actually, Abraham had a child after waiting a 
very long time. Abraham left his country, Ur of the 
Chaldeans, and his father’s house when he was 
seventy five years old. This means that he left his 
home country when he was already deep in his 
seventies. And then, a few months later, God 
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appeared to Abraham and said, “I am the Lord God, 
your shield, your exceedingly great reward. I will 
give you an heir who will come from your own 
body.” However, even though God had told him that 
He would give him a son, he replied, “I am now old 
and I cannot have a child, so I will have my servant 
Eliezer to be my heir.” In response to this God said, 
“No, I will give you an heir from your own body,” 
and clearly promised him one more time.  

Did God fulfill this promise to him a few years 
later? No. It was only fulfilled twenty five years later. 
Twenty five years after God had promised that He 
would give him a child; the Word of God was 
eventually fulfilled. Twenty five years had passed 
since this promise and now Abraham was 100 years 
old and his wife Sarah was 91. They were now both 
very old. Who would have thought that in their 
condition that they would be able to bear and wean a 
child?  

But God had brought this to pass. When this 
humanly speaking, seemed impossible God appeared 

to Abraham and Sarah and spoke to them again and 
then fulfilled all of His Words. Through this 
Scripture passage, we are able to know that Abraham 
and Sarah believed the Word of God and the Word 
was thus fulfilled to them; and we are able to know 
that Abraham especially was a true man of faith.  

Nevertheless, what is the greater truth here? It is 
that our God is The God who absolutely fulfills the 
Words that He has spoken. God appeared to 
Abraham and said, “I will give you a son from your 
own body. I will give you a child through your wife.” 
And twenty five years later, God’s Word was 
fulfilled exactly as it was spoken. It is truly 
incredible that Abraham believed in the Word that 
God had spoken completely and waited for its 
fulfillment. Abraham is our father of faith and the head 
of our faith, and so he had to have had the faith which 
believed in the Word of God. But still, we really do 
have a great appreciation for him no matter how we 
think about it when we see the fact that he who was 
human like ourselves had such a whole faith. 
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Whatever God Has Spoken Is Surely Fulfilled 
 
God had spoken a Word of promise to Abraham, 

and that Word was completely fulfilled. Let’s stop 
and think for a moment here. Jesus Christ said to His 
disciples and to you and me as well; after he had 
saved all of mankind through the water, the blood 
and the Spirit (1 John 5:8), “I will come in like 
manner as you saw Me being taken up into heaven.” 
Let’s think whether this Word will be fulfilled just as 
Jesus Christ said it would be. What do you think? 
The correct answer is, Of Course, “It will surely be 
fulfilled.” Since Jesus Christ is the Son of God and 
God Himself, He fulfills every promise that He has 
spoken. Now, the question lies in whether or not you 
and I can believe His Word and wait patiently like 
Abraham did.  

Our Lord accomplishes whatever He has 
spoken. As the promise that God spoke to Abraham 
was completely fulfilled twenty five years later; the 
Word that our Lord has spoken to us as believers will 

definitely be fulfilled. I believe that this promise of 
our Lord that He will return around the time of the 
end of the world will definitely come to pass. 

You and I must think deeply about this. God 
who fulfilled everything that He had spoken to 
Abraham has promised every believer a few more 
things through His Word. These promises are: “I will 
come to you again, I will prepare Heaven for you, I 
will return and resurrect you, and I will rapture all 
believers.” Among these many promises, the Word 
the Lord said about Him returning to this earth must 
absolutely be believed. God always brings to pass 
what He has spoken. We must believe that God 
always fulfills every Word He has spoken to those 
who are truly born again. 

Our Lord told us that He will come again, but 
when do you think He will return? A while ago, some 
pastors who are not born again expected the Lord 
might be returning whenever they saw a strange 
cloud in the sky. Truly, many people have waited for 
the return of our Lord. Honestly speaking, these 
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pastors were not qualified to wait for the Lord. If 
God really did come back then, it would have been 
terrible for them. This is because they still had sin in 
their hearts, so they would have had to meet this God 
who was carrying a rod of judgment. 

The Lord told us personally that He would return 
to this earth, so our Lord will come again for sure. Will 
this Word be fulfilled or will it not be fulfilled, or do we 
believe in His Word of promise or do we not? Both of 
these mean the same thing. There is a need for us to test 
the faith in our hearts by asking: “Will every Word of 
promise that God accomplished in Abraham’s life also 
be fulfilled for those of us who are born again or not? 
Do I believe that it will be fulfilled, or do I believe that 
it will not be fulfilled?” Our Lord told us that He would 
come again and His Word will definitely come to pass. 
You and I must certainly believe this. We must be the 
saints who have the same faith as Abraham. We must 
be the saints who do not change and have faith that 
patiently and steadfastly waits for the fulfillment of the 
Word of the Lord.  

This Happened During the New Testament 
Times Also 

 
For a ninety year old barren woman to have a 

child is totally impossible. However, our God 
appeared to this old lady and said, “Around this time 
next year, you will give birth to a child.”  

Dear fellow believers, let’s think about this 
honestly once again. If you had been in Sarah’s 
shoes, would you have believed this even if it was the 
Word of God? What would our response be if we 
were ninety years of age and God said to us, “I am 
the LORD God. You will give birth to a child around 
this time next year”? You would probably think, 
“How can something like this possibly happen?” I 
am saying that since it is the Word of God, one 
should believe just the way it was spoken, but it 
probably is hard to do. 

Such an incident did indeed happen in the Old 
Testament. In the New Testament, a similar incident 
happened to Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias the 
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Priest. At the time, Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias 
was also an old lady. Elizabeth was an elderly lady 
who was past the age of childbearing and Zacharias 
was also an old man. Physically speaking, both of 
them were people who were close to their time of 
passing away. However, God appeared to this 
Zacharias and said, “I have heard your prayers. Your 
wife will conceive a child.” Zachariah could not 
believe in this Word of God and because of this 
became mute. And so, he gestured to his wife and 
told her that an angel had appeared to him and told 
him that she would give birth to a child. And so, 
Elizabeth believed this. 

After the angel had appeared to Zachariah and 
delivered God’s message, Elizabeth’s became 
pregnant and started to have morning sickness. In the 
Old Testament, God gave a child to an old woman 
called Sarah who was the wife of Abraham; and He 
also gave a child to Elizabeth in the New Testament. 
And, one day six months after Elizabeth became 
pregnant, the following events occurred to another 

certain young woman. God’s angel appeared to a 
virgin named Mary and said, “You have found great 
favor with God. You will become pregnant and 
conceive the Son of God.” In response to this, the 
Virgin Mary said, “How can this be, since I do not 
know a man?” The angel of God then said, “With 
God nothing is be impossible. Now indeed, Elizabeth 
your relative has conceived and is bearing a son in 
her old age.” Mary when hearing this, trusted in this 
Word from God and in the way it was spoken to her 
because she was someone who had wholly believed 
in God’s Word throughout her life. And the child that 
was to be Jesus Christ began to grow in her womb. 

Dear fellow believers, there are many wonderful 
promises like this which God has made. The Word of 
promise that God spoke to Mary and to Zachariah is 
the very promise that God gave us humans through 
His servants about 700 years ago before Jesus 
actually came to this earth. In other words, about 700 
years after God had given His promise, the Word was 
fulfilled exactly as it was spoken when His angel 
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appeared before Mary and Elizabeth. The Word that 
God spoke to Abraham twenty-five years earlier was 
fulfilled exactly as it was spoken twenty five years 
later through Sarah.  

If this is so, dear fellow believers, will the Word 
of God that He has spoken to you and me be fulfilled 
or will it not be fulfilled? Our Lord clearly told us 
that He will come again, that He will renew all of His 
creation, that He will rapture us and that He will 
prepare a new heaven and a new earth and the 
Kingdom of Heaven for us. God said that He would 
transform our bodies so that we can live together 
with Him forever. This Word that God has spoken to 
us is no different than the incredible Word that God 
spoke to Abraham. God spoke to Abraham and to his 
wife Sarah and fulfilled His Word to them. This God 
also fulfills every Word that He has spoken to us 
also. Prophecies that seem like dreams to us will 
come to pass for you and me. God is the God of His 
Word and He fulfills His Words as they are spoken. 
God does not change. There is no shadow of change 

in God. Therefore, the Words that God has spoken to 
you and to me will absolutely come to pass. 
Everything will come to pass for sure. 

 
 

Now Is the Time to Have Faith and Live in 
Hope  

 
Through today’s Scripture passage we must 

have faith in the fact that the God who spoke and 
fulfilled the Word of promise to Abraham has also 
spoken to us in the same way and will definitely 
fulfill His Word. And, with this faith, we must live 
with the hope of Heaven in our hearts. Truly, we 
hope for the things that we would not be able to hope 
for if it were not for our faith. We wholly and 
completely trust in the written Word of God and that 
He will fulfill it exactly as He has spoken it. 

We believe that the Great Tribulation will come 
upon this entire earth someday and that the Lord will 
return. And we believe that Satan will place the 
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number 666 on every human being as it is written in 
the Book of Revelation. We further believe that God 
will prepare Heaven for us the truly born-again. The 
reason for this is because of this Word which 
cleansed us from all our sins with the gospel truth of 
water and the Spirit has been fulfilled exactly as was 
spoken to us. 

When we read the Book of Joshua, it is recorded 
there that our Lord dried up the waters of the Jordan 
River so that a shortcut could be made to enter the 
Land of Canaan. And, God had also recorded in the 
Book of Second Kings the story where General 
Namaan was cleansed and healed of his leprosy in 
the Jordan River. In this manner, through many 
prophets in their respective times, the Lord spoke the 
Word of promise that our sins would be placed on 
Jesus Christ. And, at last about 2000 years ago, the 
Lord truly came to this earth and completely fulfilled 
all those Words. God said: “I will have John the 
Baptist baptize my Son to pass all your sins to My 
Son so that I can cleanse you from all of your sins. 

And I will make you My children who are without 
sin, the holy saints and righteous ones. And, the 
Word of promise of God that He spoke to us was 
completely fulfilled. We believe that all of God’s 
Words will be fulfilled concerning His return, 
concerning our being caught away, and concerning 
the fact that we will live on this earth for 1000 years. 
We also believe that we will live forever in the 
afterlife in Heaven and that people who are not 
properly born again will be sent to hell. As Abraham 
believed in the Word of God and received a child, 
you and I also like Abraham believe in all the Words 
of promise that God has spoken to us, and so we will 
receive all the blessings from His Word. 

Abraham begot a child by truly believing in the 
Word of God and named this son Isaac. The name 
“Isaac” means “he laughs.” Shall we briefly 
examine this Scripture passage which deals with the 
origin of that name? An angel appeared to Abraham 
and delivered the Word of the God, and when 
Abraham’s wife Sarah who was behind the kitchen 
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door happened to hear the angel’s message that 
around this time next year she would have a child, 
she burst out with laughter. And so, the angel of God 
said to Sarah, “Why did you laugh?” In response to 
this, Sarah tried to hide by lying, saying, “I didn’t 
laugh.” The angel then said, “No, you did laugh. 
Around this time next year you will bear a son and 
you are to call him Isaac. Call him so because you 
laughed.” And so, Isaac means “laughter,” and he 
represents or symbolizes obedience. It was not 
because Isaac had great faith but because he was the 
son who obeyed and accepted the Word of God 
which his father Abraham believed in, he is also 
commended for his obedience. 

 
 

We Believe That the Word of God Will All Be 
Fulfilled 

 
As we can see, every Word that God spoke to 

Abraham was fulfilled, and we believe that He will 

do the same for us. We can experience the fulfillment 
of the Word of God by faith of believing in the very 
Words which God has spoken. Truly, as I look at 
how God fulfilled His Word of promise towards 
Abraham, I believe that the Words that God has 
spoken to us will all be fulfilled as well. Although it 
may not take over twenty years like it did for 
Abraham, the Word which God promised us will all 
be fulfilled in the near future.  

When we look at the Book of Daniel, our Lord 
said that He would fulfill all things in a time when 
many are running to and fro, and knowledge shall 
increase (Daniel 12:4). Our Lord Himself spoke these 
Words about 2600 years ago. And, God has told us 
everything that will happen in the Last Days. Almost 
everything has been fulfilled up to now. Do you 
know what is left still to be fulfilled from the Word 
of God? What remains is the promise that He will 
bless and send to Heaven those who have been saved 
by believing in the Word of salvation with which 
Jesus has blotted out all our sins by the water and the 
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Spirit. And God will cast into the unquenchable 
everlasting fire of hell those who do not receive this 
salvation because of their unbelief in His Word. 
Now, only a few things are left which God said 
would happen in the end times is to be fulfilled. 

Today, since we saw that God fulfilled His 
Word to Abraham, we have come to understand that 
every Word that God has spoken through the Bible 
will all be fulfilled in the near future. Those of us 
who believe and wait for God’s fulfillment of His 
promises are not an Abraham or a Sarah, but we 
follow in their footsteps. We believe that every Word 
God has spoken will be fulfilled both in the believer 
and in the non-believer. Through the work that He 
accomplished for both Abraham and Sarah, God is 
teaching us the truth that “everything that He has 
spoken will surely be fulfilled” to those of us who are 
truly born again. We give thanks before God who has 
allowed us to understand these deep truths.  

Because we are weak and lacking, we are not 
patient with the fulfillment of the Word of God. We 

get worn out and it becomes hard for us. 
Nevertheless, we must wait, be patient, and have 
faith in God. The Lord clearly told us that He will 
come again and that He will renew all of His creation 
on this earth to personally reign over it for a thousand 
years. Because of this, we must believe that the Word 
of God will definitely be fulfilled and we must be 
ready. Dear fellow believers, let’s wait. In the near 
future, the Lord will fulfill His Word completely, and 
we have this hope in His Word and have hope during 
our lifetime. 

 
 

We Give Thanks to the Lord Who Has Given 
Us Hope 

 
We believe in God. We give glory to God. 

Truly, God does not lie and, if He says something 
once, He fulfills all of His Word just as He said. We 
believe this. And above all, we are thankful for this. 
While living in this world which is without hope, 
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dull, and uncertain, we place incredible hope in the 
fact that our God who saved us is alive and that He 
has spoken His Word of promise to us. And we know 
that our hope will be fulfilled completely. You and I 
must therefore have hope within our faith in our 
lives. If there are people among you who are not born 
again, I ask them to listen carefully to the Word of 
God and be saved by hearing this Truth of how the 
Lord through the water and the Spirit blotted out all 
your sins. And, I ask you to join in with us as sinless 
saints and steadfastly wait for the return of the Lord. 
I pray that you will live with faith in the hope that all 
of God’s Words will be fulfilled. 

We possess hope. We live our lives in this truly 
tiresome and suffocating world, but still there is 
hope. Dear fellow believers don’t ever be 
discouraged even in this hopeless world. In just a 
little while, the Lord will come again. And so, take 
hope! The God of Abraham is our God. It is written, 
“I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. God is not the God of the dead, but of 

the living” (Matthew 22:32). This God of Abraham 
also promised Abraham, “If there is anyone who is of 
your household who receives circumcision, I will be 
their God. I am the God of those who are 
circumcised.” In this way, God promised that He 
would be the God to the descendants of Abraham 
who would have received this circumcision. What 
does this promise mean to us? It is a promise that 
God will be the God of the righteous—people who 
have had all their sins eradicated by believing in the 
fact that all their sins were passed onto Jesus through 
His baptism, those who have no sin by faith, those 
who have become God’s children, and the saints who 
have received the remission of all their sins. And so, 
God is our God as well. 

Dear fellow believers, let’s patiently wait for the 
fulfillment of God’s promise. Do not give up on the 
pretext that it is tiresome to wait for the fulfillment 
but rather wait with persistency. Why does the Lord 
delay in returning? Some people have said that since 
the Lord isn’t coming back we should rather then go 
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to the Lord. But this does not even make any sense at 
all. If it is tiresome and difficult to wait for the return 
of Jesus, then we should diligently do the work of the 
Lord. If it is hard for you to wait as well, then find 
work to do for God and don’t cease working for Him. 
Then you will never get weary. 

To be honest, a long time ago I experienced a 
difficult time in my life, trying to make a living in 
this tough world, and when I tried to live spiritually, 
it did not work out too well and so waiting for the 
Lord became very tiresome. The times of waiting 
were so very difficult and dull. But as my heart 
became drenched in the Bible, I thought that it would 
not be tiresome for me to live this way. So, I started 
to pretend that I was the main character of every 
account written in the Bible. I sang praises when 
people sang praises in the Bible. I thought to myself 
that if I became drenched in the Word like this, then I 
would be able to live a life without being worn out. 

Dear fellow believers, God is our God. So let’s 
have hope as we lead our lives of faith. Let’s not 

become worn out, but have hope in our lives. It is 
written that tribulation produces perseverance, 
perseverance produces character and character 
produces hope. We must wait for the Lord in hope. 
What does tribulation bring about? It produces 
perseverance. Perseverance produces character. The 
faith in our hearts becomes seasoned with character. 
And it says further that perseverance brings about 
hope. To truly live in hope is to believe in and wait 
for God, saying, “Although it is tiresome and 
difficult, God has thus spoken, and according to the 
Word of the Lord, I believe that it will be fulfilled 
according to our faith.” 

The name of our Church is “Hope Church.” In 
the Last Days, hope is necessary, and so we named 
our Church “Hope Church.” The Word God spoke to 
Abraham was fulfilled about twenty years later. 
Before twenty years is passed for you, the Lord will 
return. So, do not worry. We need to wait for the 
amount of time that the Word that God spoke to 
Abraham took to be fulfilled. Then, you too will bear 
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a child. You will certainly burst out with holy 
laughter as Sarah did after giving birth to Isaac. Even 
in Heaven, your hearts will jump with joy with 
exceeding happiness. Today’s Scripture passage 
teaches us this. 

In this manner, God has given hope to us. And 
He absolutely fulfills this hope. We believe this and 
give thanks to God with our hearts. Halleluiah!  
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Remember and Believe in 
The Love of God 

 
 

< Genesis 22:1-13 > 
“Now it came to pass after these things that 

God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He 
said, ‘Take now your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.’ So Abraham 
rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt 
offering, and arose and went to the place of which 
God had told him. Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar 
off. And Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay 
here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder 

and worship, and we will come back to you.’ So 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and 
laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his 
hand, and a knife, and the two of them went 
together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father 
and said, ‘My father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, 
my son.’ Then he said, ‘Look, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’ 
And Abraham said, ‘My son, God will provide for 
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.’ So the two 
of them went together. Then they came to the 
place of which God had told him. And Abraham 
built an altar there and placed the wood in order; 
and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out 
his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the 
Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ So he said, ‘Here I 
am.’ And He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the 
lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your 
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son, your only son, from Me.’ Then Abraham 
lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him 
was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it 
up for a burnt offering instead of his son.” 

 
 
God spoke to Abraham: “Take now your son, 

your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.” God commanded that Abraham’s son be 
offered up as a burnt sacrifice. He told Abraham 
whom He loved, to offer his precious son that he had 
obtained at the age of a hundred as a burnt offering. 
What did Abraham, our father of faith do when he 
heard this Word from God? He actually tried to 
slaughter and offer his son as God the Father had told 
him to do. Just before he was about to kill his son, 
God prevented him from killing his son. But in his 
heart it was as if he had already killed his son and 

offered him to God. Through the Word of God, what 
lesson is God attempting to impart to us? God is 
revealing to us that what He actually and ultimately 
requires from us is that we should have the faith that 
believes in the righteousness of God.  

“Kill your son and offer him as a burnt 
offering.” What does this Word of God to Abraham 
mean? It means that God desires to receive your heart 
and mine and also our faith that believes in the Word 
of God. This is truly so. God desires to have our 
hearts and our faith that believes in the Word of the 
righteousness of God. Abraham followed after the 
Word of the righteousness of God with complete 
faith and he was someone who obeyed the Word of 
God in faith. Therefore, the fact that God 
commanded Abraham to offer his son as a burnt 
offering shows that God was testing his heart. This 
means that God desired all of Abraham’s heart. And, 
in the same way as God required of Abraham, God 
desires our hearts and our faith that believes in the 
Word of God as well. 
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What Does God Truly Desire of Us?  
 
God desires us to have the faith that believes in 

the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which is the 
righteousness of God in our hearts. God does not 
desire to accept our works or anything else but our 
hearts. He also desires that the faith that believes in 
the righteousness of God be in our hearts. What else 
does God desire from us? As God commanded 
Abraham to offer up his son as a burnt offering, God 
desires you and me to have faith in the righteousness 
of His Son Jesus Christ. 

Truly, God the Father desired to remove the sins 
of those of us who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit once and for all in order to save us by 
fulfilling the righteousness of God by giving us His 
Son Jesus Christ as a propitiation for our salvation. 
You and I have been saved once and for all by faith 
which believes in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
The righteousness of the Lord has made us, the 
righteous, to be clean without any sin at all. We 

commit so much sin, but the Lord removed all our 
sins once and for all by having all our sins placed on 
Him when He was baptized by John the Baptist and 
through dying on the Cross shedding His life blood. 
Through this righteousness of God, those of us who 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit have 
become pure souls without any sin. 

In this manner, God the Father has blotted out 
all our sins by having Jesus Christ take on all of our 
sins through His baptism and by having His Son to 
be sacrificed. However, there is one thing that God 
still desires of us. He asks that we have a heart that 
completely believes in the righteousness of God. He 
desires to receive our whole heart. What is it that 
God requires of us in our spiritual lives? God is 
speaking to us: “I removed all your sins once and for 
all through My Son. You do not have any sin now. I 
have removed all of your sins, but do you love me? 
And, do you follow after me? Do you give your 
hearts to Me fully?” What does God mean by this? It 
means that God does not require any good work from 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

98   Remember and Believe in The Love of God 

 

us, but that He requires what is most precious to us—
our whole hearts. 

 
 

Why Does God Require That We Have in 
Our Hearts the Faith Which Believes in the 
Righteousness of God?  

 
Why does God require that we have faith that 

believes in the righteousness of God in our hearts? 
The reason is because God has given His heart and 
His love to us. And so, as He gave His heart to us 
first, God desires that we also give our hearts to Him. 
What is most important for you and I that are 
thankful for the grace of God that granted us the 
remission of sins is not showing off some meritorious 
achievement of what we have done for the Lord, but 
rather, what God truly delights in and desires is our 
faith that believes in the righteousness of God and 
also everything that we own. Truly, God requires that 
you and I give our hearts of true faith to Him. He 

says, “I have blotted out all your sins through My 
righteousness once and for all. Where is your heart at 
right now?”  

Dear fellow believers, if there is something that 
is most important to us as human beings, what might 
that be? It is our life. But, although our life is 
precious to us, what is more important and valuable 
is our faith. And, God desires to receive this heart of 
faith that is most precious to us. God desires to 
receive our heart which is thankful for His grace and 
which proclaims, “God has made me to be without 
sin by the gospel of the water and the Spirit. He has 
saved me from all of my sins. The Lord has made me 
into a person without sin by this genuine gospel of 
the water and the Spirit.” In this manner, God clearly 
desires to receive our hearts which constantly gives 
thanks to Him. 

Truly, in our spiritual lives, it is most important 
for us to give our hearts to God whenever we go 
before Him. How would God react if we were to go 
before Him with some past merits, works, 
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possessions or fruit of the earth that we have served 
God with up until now, saying “This should be good 
enough?” God will never receive them from us. Such 
faith only amounts to our own righteousness, and 
before God it is nothing more than pride.  

Who are the people whom God cherishes and is 
pleased with the most? Our God is most pleased with 
those who ponder on the depth of His grace, those 
who have a heart of thankfulness for the grace which 
blotted out every single one of their sins with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit and to those who 
serve the Lord with a heart of thankfulness. We must 
take a moment to think about what we have given to 
God as we have grown in our spiritual life. And, we 
must come to realize the grace of God. What God 
desires of us more than anything else is to receive our 
hearts that is thankful for His Grace. This is truly so. 
Although we are weak and lacking, when we with 
hearts of thanksgiving towards God serve Him, 
proclaim the gospel of the water and the Spirit, serve 
the Church and do all things with thanksgiving for 

His Grace which has saved us, then God will accept 
and be pleased with our hearts. 

 
 

How Thankful Are You towards God? 
 
Dear fellow believers, you and I must think 

about how thankful we are in our lives for the grace 
of salvation by which God blotted out all our sins 
once and for all. We have clearly received the 
remission of sins once and for all through faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit which is the 
righteousness of the Lord. So, as we live our lives, 
we are able to ponder the fathomless grace of God. 
Because we are always lacking and each time we 
recognize our shortcomings, we are reminded of the 
righteousness of God. God has already blotted out 
and borne all our sins once and for all through His 
baptism and His shedding of blood. Moreover, we 
continue to need this righteousness of God. And so, 
we are reminded to be thankful in our hearts to the 
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Lord once again. Just because we have received the 
remission of our sins once and for all, this does not 
mean that we should be thankful only once. As we 
live out our whole lives, whenever we recognize our 
shortcomings, we must live with a heart that is 
always thankful to the Lord in the faith which 
believes in the righteousness of God. 

Dear fellow believers, take heed of this. You 
and I must not forget the righteousness of God that 
has saved us from all of our sins once and for all. As 
we live our entire lives, we must live with a heart that 
gives thanks to the Lord by ruminating upon the 
grace of our wonderful salvation. The Bible records 
that people with shortcomings and people who sinned 
a lot gave thanks more to God for His righteousness. 
We always commit sins in our lives, whether with 
our actions or with our hearts. Since we have wholly 
received the remission of sins from God, it is not 
correct to say, “I still have sin,” but it is a proper 
expression to say that “I still sin.” Nevertheless, we 
must remember the fact that the Lord has removed 

once and for all by His righteousness even all of our 
personal sins that we continually commit. And, 
because you and I are such fallible beings that cannot 
but continually commit sin; we must know that 
through faith in the righteousness of God we can 
have a heart that continues to give thanks to Him.  

Dear fellow believers, are your actions whole? 
Because there is no sin in your hearts, you yourselves 
are whole by faith. But are your deeds perfect? No. 
We are never perfect by our works. We are 
insufficient in our works, but the Lord has already 
borne them all through the baptism which He 
received in the Jordan River. In this manner, we 
believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit with 
all our hearts. Then, do we give thanks for the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit? Or are we not thankful? 
We give thanks for and believe in the fact that our 
Lord has borne even all of the personal sins that we 
commit because we are weak and frail.  

We are the righteous who have already received 
the remission of all our sins, but we can grow apart 
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from God by becoming sorry again and agonize over 
all of the sins that we commit in our hearts or with 
our actions in our actual lives. This will happen if we 
do not have faith in the righteousness of God. But by 
being reminded once again that our Lord has already 
borne all of our sins once and for all through His 
baptism, we can breathe a sigh of relief and give deep 
thanks to the Lord. Yes we can. We can always be 
reminded of and be thankful for the Truth of 
salvation that God has made us to be without sin like 
this; that the Lord has saved us from the sins that we 
commit daily because we are lacking once and for 
all; and that He has delivered us from all of these 
sins. God desires that we be thankful for His grace, 
that we serve Him and that we follow after Him. 

In today’s Scripture passage, God tested 
Abraham. He thus commanded him, “Abraham, offer 
your son Isaac as a burnt offering.” Dear fellow 
believers, think about this. This son of Abraham, who 
was called Isaac, was a child that God had promised 
unconditionally. And He actually gave this son to 

Abraham some twenty years after He had promised 
him when he was 100 years old. But, what a 
thunderbolt from the clear blue sky is it that he had to 
have this son to be a burnt offering to God? 
However, this was to test the heart and faith of 
Abraham, and it wasn’t given to actually take the son 
of Abraham from him. God tested Abraham’s heart 
by saying: “I have truly loved you and have blessed 
you. I have made you the father of all nations and 
have blessed you by making you righteous. I have 
said that those who bless you will be blessed and that 
those who curse you will be cursed. However, with 
regard to the blessings that I have given you, do you 
truly let them abide in your heart and do you believe 
in them? Are you truly able to give everything that 
you have, all of it to me without thinking twice if I 
were to ask for it? Do you truly have a heart that is 
thankful to me?” 

Abraham, who heard the Word of God, woke up 
early the next morning, placed a saddle on the 
donkey and left on a journey with his son Isaac 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

102   Remember and Believe in The Love of God 

 

including wood for this burnt sacrifice. And, 
Abraham went to one of the mountains in the land of 
Moriah as God had instructed him, piled up the 
wood, tied the hands of his son, and tried to kill his 
only son. Let’s look hard at this Scripture passage. 
There is no expression of hesitation or delay in the 
heart of Abraham. None at all!  

What if this happened to you and me? If God 
told us to kill and offer our sons to Him, would we 
not struggle over this all night? Of course, since God 
is clearly not pleased with the sacrifice of a human 
being, there are probably some people of faith who 
trust God and offer the sacrifice that God requires 
knowing that it is merely a test from Him. Even if 
this was so, I am sure there would be some hesitation 
in the heart. But Abraham put aside all of his 
thoughts and arranged things at full speed. 

Abraham believed unwaveringly in the promise 
of God. He thought to himself, “God has told me to 
offer my son as a burnt offering. But, God has clearly 
said that He would make my descendants as the sand 

on the seashore and the stars in the sky through this 
child. I believe God will certainly fulfill His promise. 
I am sure of it.” Abraham had such unshakable faith 
towards God. Even if he were to kill his son, 
Abraham believed that God would bring this son 
back to life again and fulfill the Word of promise 
exactly as He had spoken (Hebrews 11:19). In this 
way, God tested Abraham but the faith of Abraham 
was steadfast. He had a sure faith. And so, in order to 
have his son be a burnt sacrifice as an offering to 
God, he placed the wood on the stone altar and tied 
his son up. 

When we read today’s Scripture passage, we see 
that this son Isaac did not resist that much. And so 
we see the father and the son were the same. Finally, as 
Abraham was about to kill his son, God spoke and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham. Do not lay a hand on your son. I 
know your heart now. Because you have not withheld 
your only beloved son and offered him to Me, I know 
your heart. Now, I know that you truly love Me.” Yes, 
God had truly tested the faith of Abraham. 
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Dear fellow believers, our faith must be like that 
of Abraham. His faith was strong enough to give his 
son up without any hesitation to God if it pleased 
Him. Then, where do you think such a faith like 
Abraham’s comes from? This faith comes from the 
assurance that “God has saved me from all of my sins 
by the gospel of the water and the Spirit, He has 
removed all my sins and He is the God who has 
blotted them all out as well.” 

 
 

How Can We Serve and Follow after God? 
 
Only those who believe that God has blotted out 

all our sins by His righteousness and be thankful for 
that grace can wholly serve God and follow after 
Him. Only those of us who believe that God has 
saved us from all of our sins through His 
righteousness and are thankful for this salvation can 
give what is most precious of ourselves to God the 
Father. Where does the strength of our love for God 

come from? It comes from faith which believes in the 
righteousness of God and the love that God has given 
us. The strength to love God exerts itself within us 
when we have this faith which believes in the 
righteousness of God. Do you think we have 
anything else that deserves God’s approval? Even if 
we gained much spiritual experience or maturity, we 
must dearly serve and follow after God with a heart 
which gives thanks for the grace of salvation by 
which He has perfectly saved us from all our sins. 
The person who has such a heart before God will be 
dearly blessed by Him. The Book of Romans states, 
“And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). Only the 
person who truly loves God is able to give what is 
most precious of all his possessions to God as 
Abraham did. 

If we desire to be like Abraham, there is only 
one thing that we can do. We must trust in the fact 
that Jesus Christ has borne all our sins once and for 
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all through the baptism that He received from John 
the Baptist and by dying on the Cross. Only the one 
who is thankful for the grace of salvation by which 
God made him or her to become someone without sin 
through faith in the righteousness of Jesus Christ can 
lead a blessed spiritual life like Abraham. Truly, the 
strength that we have to love God comes forth from a 
heart that gives thanks for the grace of the salvation 
which God gave to us. 

 
 

The Strength to Love God Comes from the 
Faith That Believes That All Our Sins Were 
Blotted Out by the Righteousness of God 

 
Dear fellow believers, do you have sin? Or do 

you not have sin? Did Jesus Christ take away all the 
sins that you have committed and will ever commit 
through His baptism? Or did He not? This sin, that 
sin, and another sin—when we look back on our 
lives, we have left an endless trail of sin. 

Nevertheless, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who is 
also the Almighty God, has completely removed all 
of those sins. Jesus Christ had the appointed servant 
to baptize Him and, through this baptism in the 
Jordan River, He bore all those filthy sins once and 
for all. And so, through this complete work of 
salvation, we have believed and have become 
righteous without sin. 

Have your sins been placed on Jesus Christ once 
and for all by His baptism? Or have they not? Our 
Lord scooped up and took all your sins that are as 
numerous as sand once and for all by being baptized 
by John the Baptism and paid them off on the Cross. 
Our sins were placed upon the Lord once and for all. 
Through Jesus Christ, we have become holy people 
without any sin once and for all. Dear fellow 
believers, take heed of this. It is all because of the 
Lord’s grace that we have come to be without sin. 
The Lord has borne all our sins once and for all 
through His baptism and so whoever believers in 
Him has become someone who is without sin. If 
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Jesus Christ had not taken away all our sins, then we 
would have remained filthy people even until now. 
But what is the true righteousness of God like? The 
Lord has taken away all our sins once and for all 
through His righteousness. Now, since those of us 
who believe in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
are without sin and our hearts are clean, we have 
become people who can do all of the things that God 
commands us as Abraham had done. We are thankful 
to God, so we are receptive and glad to do what God 
tells us to do. And so, we are now able to perfectly 
serve God. 

 
 

We Must Confirm Again the Fact That 
Our Sins Have Been Placed on Jesus 
Christ Once and for All 

 
Dear fellow believers, we are people who have 

received the remission of sins once and for all by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

But, as Jesus washed the feet of Peter to remind him 
that all his personal sins had been washed away, we 
must confirm again in our hearts the fact that Jesus 
Christ has already washed away all our sins through 
the baptism He received from John the Baptist. We 
must slowly examine and confirm in our hearts the 
fact that Jesus has borne and taken away all our sins 
once and for all through His baptism and His shed 
blood. That is how we can become free from sin in 
our hearts. The Lord has borne all our sins and shed 
His blood through the righteous work of salvation, 
but if we do not make certain on our part the fact that 
our sins were placed on Jesus Christ once and for all, 
then even if we have clearly received the remission 
of sins, we cannot help but remain in a uncertain state 
of heart as that of a sinner. Isn’t this true? 

Therefore, you and I must go over all of our sins 
and examine whether or not these sins have actually 
been placed upon Jesus Christ when He was baptized 
by John the Baptist. Only then will our hearts be 
wholly cleansed, and we can serve the righteousness 
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of God vigorously and joyfully as those who are 
without sin. God has blotted out all the sins of all 
mankind, including the sins of those who will be 
born in the future. For example, it is 1995 right now; 
it has been 1995 years since Jesus came to this earth. 
Jesus bore all our sins when He was baptized at the 
age of thirty. Thus, Jesus took away the entire sins of 
every person in the world, starting from Adam until 
the end of this world, 1995 years ago through His 
baptism. 

God on His part had all our sins placed on Him 
once and for all through His baptism and by His 
righteousness. But, most humans on their part have 
not done the job of placing their sins onto Jesus 
Christ. God, on His part, has eradicated all of our sins 
and has opened up the gate of Heaven. And, He has 
allowed anyone who is without sin to enter into that 
gate.  

Then, what must we human beings do? We must 
accept that all our sins have been passed onto Jesus 
Christ through His baptism. But it is only possible to 

accept this when there is true faith in our hearts. It is 
truly important for us to do this. To believe that we 
were sinners and to believe that all our sins of our 
entire lifetime that are as numerous as sand have 
been passed onto Jesus Christ is what is absolutely 
needed on our part as human beings. You and I must 
lead our lives on this earth confirming this on a daily 
basis the fact that all our sins were passed onto Jesus 
Christ. And each time we do this, we must 
wholeheartedly give thanks to Jesus for bearing all 
our sins. Yes, this is right. We must be the people 
who are always thankful for the fact that God has 
saved us completely. We are always lacking and 
weak so we can always give thanks to God. I am 
saying that our shortcomings and weakness are the 
reason that we can give thanks to God and also praise 
Him. On the contrary, if we were not lacking or weak 
but perfect, we would not have sinned, and there 
would be no reason for us to give thanks and praise 
God who has taken away all our sins. 
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We Are Able to Give Thanks to the Lord 
All the More Because We Are Weak 
Human Beings 

 
Dear fellow believers, take heed of this. Because 

we human beings are weak existences still living in 
the flesh, we are able to give thanks to the Lord who 
has removed even our weaknesses. Through our 
weakness which is the reason why we give thanks to 
the Lord, we truly give thanks to Him. Dear fellow 
believers, isn’t this right? 

God said that He has sympathized with the 
weaknesses of our human flesh (Hebrews 4:15). 
Because our Lord came to this earth being incarnated 
in human flesh, He was tempted by food and honor 
like us, so He understands everything about us. Our 
Lord, who experienced the weaknesses of the flesh, 
has borne all our sins that we commit because of the 
frailty of our flesh. He thus saved you and me. Now, 
what we must do on our part is to believe that all our 
sins have already been passed onto Jesus Christ. 

Let us believe this and give thanks to God in our 
lives. As we live out our lives, when our weakness 
has truly been exposed and when we commit sin, 
what are we to do? We are reminded of our faith that 
this sin of ours has already been passed onto Jesus, 
therefore, we give thanks to the Lord once again. We 
come to think, “If God had not borne even this sin 
then I would have remained a person with sin,” and 
so we give thanks to the Lord who has already borne 
all our sins. Put differently, when our weakness is 
revealed then we can give thanks to the Lord once 
more, and with the faith that we do not have any sin, 
our hearts will desire to do the righteous work which 
God instructs us to do.  

 
 

When Do We Recognize That We Fear God? 
 
When we realize that we do not have any sin 

and that we are clean, we are then able to serve God 
as Abraham did. When do we trust in God as our 
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own God, and begin to love Him, be thankful 
towards Him and fear Him? This is possible only 
when we have the faith that believes in God. If we do 
not have this faith that believes in God then it will be 
impossible for us to fear Him. 

In today’s Scripture passage, God told Abraham 
to offer his son up as a burnt offering. Dear fellow 
believers, please think about this. Even if it was the 
order of God, how could he kill and offer his son to 
God? However, Abraham, our father in the faith, 
believed that God would definitely fulfill what He 
had spoken. He believed that the Word of God is the 
truth that does not change and is forever. God spoke 
a Word of promise to Abraham a long time ago. He 
said, “Through your son, your seed, I will make your 
descendants on this earth to be as many as the stars in 
the sky.” Abraham believed God. He believed that 
even if his son were to be put to death God would 
raise this son back to life again so that his 
descendants would continue on, and this is why he 
was able to offer his son to God without hesitation. 

When Abraham sought after God with such a 
complete faith, God said, “Now I know that you fear 
Me.” God accepted and praised Abraham, who had a 
whole faith. 

Abraham obeyed God when asked to offer his 
son up as a burnt offering. Where does such an 
obedient behavior come from? It comes from a faith 
that believes in God. This righteous deed does not 
arise from any work of the flesh but from a faith 
which is in one’s heart. Abraham believed in the 
Word of God just the way it was. Do you and I then 
believe in the Word God that He blotted out all of our 
sins and that He has prepared Heaven for us just the 
way it was spoken? If so, then we are the people of 
faith like Abraham who are approved and praised by 
God. Truly, the faith of Abraham that believed in God 
produced a work of offering his most precious son to 
God. What does this mean? It means that Abraham was 
able to do something like this because He believed in 
God. This is the same for us. All of our righteous deeds 
are produced from our faith that believes in God. 
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I Pray That You Would Become People of 
Faith like Abraham 

 
There is only one way to become a person of 

faith like Abraham. Faith that God took away all my 
sins, faith that God is my Father and my Savior—
faith like this bears works like those of Abraham and, 
through these deeds, we become people who are 
blessed before God. God always desires to have our 
hearts of faith. Truly, God desires that we have whole 
faith in our hearts. God does not require good deeds 
and virtuous acts which we have performed until 
now, but to His question, “Do you still believe in 
Me? Do you believe that I have blotted out and 
cleansed all your sins away as your Savior? Do you 
have a heart of thanksgiving and do you believe the 
Word of promises that I have made?” He desires that 
we answer, “Yes, I believe in Your Word and I 
believe in You.” Therefore, you and I must have a 
heart of obedience, thanksgiving and reverence 
before God. God desires that we have a heart that 

loves and obeys Him. Even at this moment, God is 
testing you and me as He did to Abraham. 

From time to time, we may notice that God is 
testing us in various areas of our life. Through these 
tests, God is asking us, “Do you love Me? Do you 
really love Me and do you believe in Me?” In 
response, we have to answer, “Lord, you know that I 
love You.” We can only answer like this when we 
completely trust in God and follow after Him as 
Abraham did. 

When God tests us, we must face the test with a 
heart of thanksgiving. I ask that you give God your 
faith and your heart. And, with your heart and by 
faith, I ask that you serve the Lord. Follow after God 
in this way. Then, I believe God will say the same 
Word that He said to Abraham: “I now know that 
you love Me and fear Me.” And when we have this 
type of faith, God will give us all of the blessings that 
He gave to Abraham.  

Therefore, we must be the people of faith who 
completely believe in God. Whenever we stand 
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before God, we must stand before Him as the people 
of faith. We must not stand before Him with our 
works, saying, “I have done this and that for you, and 
I will do this for you in the future.” Instead, we must 
stand before God solely by faith saying: “I believe in 
the following. You are my God, my Lord and my 
Christ. Lord, You have blotted out all of my sins and 
You are my Lord who has made me to be without 
sin. You are the Lord who made me to be Your child. 
You are the Lord who has prepared Heaven for me. I 
cannot help but love You. Although I am weak, I 
love You. Please accept me and speak to me what 
You desire to say. As Your servant, I will listen to 
and obey You. And, I believe that I am Your servant. 
Although I am lacking, entrust me with Your work. I 
will serve You.” 

Yes, this is right. You and I must always stand 
before God as people of faith. We must not stand 
before Him with our works but with our faith. We 
must stand before Him as people of faith. When we 
stand before God by our faith as Abraham did with 

the genuine faith in God, then we will be able to do 
righteous works like Abraham did. When we glorify 
God and follow after Him with our hearts, then we 
will eventually be approved by God and receive all of 
the blessings that God gives. Above all, we must 
believe the fact that God has blotted out all our sins. 
We must always give thanks that our sins have been 
passed onto Jesus Christ and that now we have now 
become clean.  

Yes, we must always have a heart of 
thanksgiving before the Lord. We must always give 
thanks and always believe in God as we follow after 
our Lord. This is the blessed faith of Abraham which 
was approved of by God.  
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We Are the Spiritual People 
Who Are Married to the Lord 

 
 

< Genesis 24:47-67 > 
“‘Then I asked her, and said, ‘Whose 

daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter 
of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to 
him.’ So I put the nose ring on her nose and the 
bracelets on her wrists. And I bowed my head and 
worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God 
of my master Abraham, who had led me in the 
way of truth to take the daughter of my master’s 
brother for his son. Now if you will deal kindly 
and truly with my master, tell me. And if not, tell 
me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the 
left.’ Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, 
‘The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot 
speak to you either bad or good. Here is Rebekah 
before you; take her and go, and let her be your 

master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.’ 
And it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant 
heard their words, that he worshiped the LORD, 
bowing himself to the earth. Then the servant 
brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and 
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave 
precious things to her brother and to her mother. 
And he and the men who were with him ate and 
drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the 
morning, and he said, ‘Send me away to my 
master.’ But her brother and her mother said, 
‘Let the young woman stay with us a few days, at 
least ten; after that she may go.’ And he said to 
them, ‘Do not hinder me, since the LORD has 
prospered my way; send me away so that I may go 
to my master.’ So they said, ‘We will call the 
young woman and ask her personally.’ Then they 
called Rebekah and said to her, ‘Will you go with 
this man?’ And she said, ‘I will go.’ So they sent 
away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and 
Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed 
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Rebekah and said to her:  
‘Our sister, may you become  
The mother of thousands of ten thousands;  
And may your descendants possess  
The gates of those who hate them.’  
Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they 

rode on the camels and followed the man. So the 
servant took Rebekah and departed. Now Isaac 
came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he 
dwelt in the South. And Isaac went out to 
meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted 
his eyes and looked, and there, the camels were 
coming. Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when 
she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel; for 
she had said to the servant, ‘Who is this man 
walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, 
‘It is my master.’ So she took a veil and covered 
herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things 
that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his 
mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah and 
she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac 

was comforted after his mother’s death.” 
 
 
Today we have read a portion of the Scripture 

passage from the Book of Genesis chapter 24. 
Although today’s Scripture passage is only a portion 
of the chapter, we are able to know the entire account 
from this passage.  

 
 

Abraham’s Servant Went to Find Isaac’s Wife  
 
Isaac had reached the age of marriage and 

Abraham was trying to get his son married. And so 
he commanded his old servant, saying, “I am now 
living in the Land of Canaan, so go to the place that I 
used to live and bring back a wife for my son Isaac.” 
Abraham called his most trusted servant who was the 
oldest and most faithful among all his servants and 
made him swear an oath in the name of God. 
Abraham then commanded this servant to bring a 
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bride for his son Isaac. This bride could not be from 
the daughters of the Canaanites but only from among 
the direct descendants of the household that he had 
left a long time ago. 

This faithful servant followed Abraham’s 
command. He packed many gifts on his master’s 
camels and headed for the home country of his 
master. Honestly, there was nothing this servant 
knew about the home country of Abraham. Because 
his master commanded him to go there, he believed 
that God would surely fulfill what his master asked 
of him. Thus, he believed in God.  

After a long journey he at last arrived at the 
home country of Abraham, but it was not an easy 
task to find a wife for Isaac in this large foreign land. 
Having arrived at a watering well, he tried to drink 
some water to quench his thirst. But he did not have 
the means to draw out this water. Right then, a young 
woman came near him and he asked her to draw this 
water for him. But this young woman, as he was 
watching, after she had given him water, proceeded 

to water to his camels as well. Having observed this, 
this old servant remembered that He had just prior 
prayed to God, saying, “I believe that some woman 
who offered me water to quench my thirst and also 
water my animals, will be the life partner that You 
have chosen for Isaac.” It is a normal thing that when 
someone is thirsty asks for water, water would be 
given. There is no reason that such generosity would 
be extended to his animals as well. Nevertheless, this 
young woman gave water to not only this servant but 
also to his animals that he had brought along with 
him. This happened exactly in the manner that he had 
prayed to God. 

And so, this servant of Abraham gave thanks to 
God in his heart saying, “God has allowed me to 
meet this young woman,” and he then asked this 
young woman, “Whose daughter are you?” The 
young lady answered, “I am Rebekah, the daughter 
of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, that Milcah bore him.” 
Nahor was the brother of Abraham. They were of the 
same household. Thus, God allowed this servant to 
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meet a descendant of the same household as 
Abraham, and had Abraham’s son marry a direct 
descendant of Abraham’s father. In the Bible, we can 
find many cases of consanguineous marriages. 
Marriage between Abraham and Sarah was a typical 
example. Why then did God make the people of faith 
marry someone from their own household? It was to 
defend their faith. If they were married to Gentile 
spouses, their faith would have instantly perished 
away. In this manner, there is a deeper underlying 
meaning in the things that God does. Of course, the 
Israelite people nowadays don’t do this anymore, but 
during the Old Testament times they would 
intermarry within their direct families. 

Abraham’s servant was so excited that he had 
met a suitable potential wife for Isaac that he gave a 
golden nose ring and two golden bracelets to 
Rebekah. Rebekah then asked this servant to come 
with her to her home for there was plenty enough to 
feed his animals at her house. And when he arrived at 
Rebekah’s house, her family welcomed Abraham’s 

servant just as she had said it would be. The old 
servant then spoke in front of this family, saying, “I 
will not eat until I have told you about my errand. 
Honestly, the reason why I have come all this way is 
to uphold my master’s request.” And he proceeded to 
explain the circumstances leading up to this point. 
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, listened quietly and noticed 
that this servant was speaking of his uncle Abraham, 
a brother of his father Nahor. And so, he was 
preparing to serve a lavish meal when this servant 
asked again, “Please give me a definite answer. I 
want to take your daughter as my master’s daughter-
in-law. Please give me a definitive answer regarding 
this.” When he heard this, Bethuel said, “How can 
we answer for her?” and he suggested that they bring 
his daughter Rebekah and ask her directly. And so 
they asked Rebekah directly and she said that she 
would go with this servant. As soon as Rebekah gave 
her consent, Abraham’s servant said, “Then, let’s 
leave right away.” 

When we look at the Bible, there are many 
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accounts that are impossible to comprehend with the 
human mind. Today’s Scripture passage is like that. 
Here a complete stranger approached someone’s 
daughter and asked to take her to become his 
master’s daughter-in-law. And when this daughter 
gave her consent, the stranger said that he would take 
her immediately. Naturally Bethuel became 
dumbfounded at this and said, “No” at first. He said 
that he would let her go after she spent about ten 
more days with her family. But then Abraham’s 
servant then suggested that they ask Rebekah about 
this. What was Rebekah’s answer? She said that she 
would go with the servant immediately. And so the 
family could not do anything about this but to give 
their blessings and send Rebekah off. Through this 
process, Abraham’s son Isaac came to meet his wife 
Rebekah. This is the synopsis of today’s Scripture 
passage. 

 
 
 

We Should Believe in the Righteousness of 
God and Follow after Him 

 
What do we discover in today’s Scripture 

passage? Rebekah believing in a stranger and 
following after him can be said to be the story of our 
spiritual lives. It is not a story in history, but it tells 
us about the spiritual lives of our forebears of the 
faith and at the same time it speaks of God’s 
Providence.  

Here, a woman named Rebekah said that she 
would follow after Abraham’s servant. But how was 
Rebekah able to do this? Of course, humanly 
speaking, it may not be easy to understand, but we 
are able to realize through today’s Scripture reading 
that this account speaks about the matter of believing 
in the Lord and following after Him. 

Then, why did this young woman Rebekah 
follow after this unknown servant? Abraham’s 
servant gave Rebekah a pair of gold bracelets and a 
golden nose ring for drawing water for him and also 
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for his camels. And he went to her house and they 
agreed with each other about her marriage to Isaac. 
He then opened up his treasure box and he gave 
jewelry of silver, jewelry made from gold, and clothing 
to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother 
and to her mother. Rebekah probably thought to herself, 
“A person this rich—this is pretty good.”  

A long time ago in Israel, if a man were to take a 
wife, he had to have accumulated about this much 
wealth. A person could not get married just because of 
his physical appearance. When a man wanted to take a 
woman from some family, he had to pay a dowry to the 
bride’s household. He had to pay a dowry and impeccably 
endow her from head to toe. And to top this he had to 
provide a home where they could live in together and he 
needed to have an ample amount of wealth. 

In the eyes of the flesh, it can be construed that 
Rebekah followed after this servant of Abraham 
because of these possessions. Then, how about you and 
me? We have lived on this earth for a long time now. 
Then, at one point, we met the Lord. Our Lord met with 

us, and He gave us the gift of the water of baptism, the 
blood of the Cross and the Holy Spirit which bears all 
our sins. He then asked us to follow Him. 

Dear fellow believers, what does this all mean? 
It means that as Rebekah followed after Abraham’s 
old servant because of this treasure, we also, after we 
met the Lord, followed after Him because of the gift 
that He provided. Truly, our Lord who met us has 
given us the blessing of the remission of sins through 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. He has blotted 
out all of our sins, and He also has given us the honor 
of becoming the children of God. Also, He has given 
us the Holy Spirit to come live in our hearts. He has 
given us His protection and blessings and He has also 
prepared Heaven for us. When our Lord tells us, 
“Follow me,” we also leave that place that we had 
have lived in so far without looking back and follow 
after the Lord like Rebekah did. Because of the Lord 
who is our bridegroom and the spiritual treasures that 
the Lord has given us, we resolutely without any 
second thoughts follow after our Lord. 
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As I was looking at this Scripture passage, I 
could not help but think how surprised and 
dumbfounded her family must have felt when 
Rebekah said that she would follow after Abraham’s 
servant immediately. And her family that let her go 
was quite amazing. Think about it. How can you say 
that you would follow someone immediately after 
just meeting? Abraham’s servant stayed just that 
night at Rebekah’s house, and the very next morning 
he left with Rebekah. Anyways, Rebekah followed 
after this servant in order to get married without 
having ever seen her husband to-be’s face. 
Nevertheless, she listened to the old servant who 
said, “Our lord has many things such as these” and 
observed the good character of the other servants that 
had come along with this older servant. 

 
 
 
 
 

By Faith in the Righteousness of the Lord 
We Can Cast Away Everything of This 
World and Follow after Him 

 
It is the same for us who live in this present age. 

Can we cast away everything one morning after we 
wake up and follow after the Lord? There are many 
more people among us who are not able to do this 
than those who are able to. Nevertheless, after I met 
the Lord, I immediately left and followed after Him. 
The Lord blotted out all of my sins. He saved me by 
giving me the remission of sins and He has given me 
the glory of heaven. Besides this, He has granted me 
the righteousness of God and the privilege of 
becoming His child. He has also given me a life 
through which I can be His servant who can do the 
righteous work for Him. Is there any reason why I 
should not follow after Him? 

To be honest, before I met the Lord, I had 
nothing to do other than to eat three meals a day. I 
couldn’t do anything worthwhile because I did not 
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know about the righteousness of God back then. 
Nevertheless, the Lord came to this earth for a person 
such as myself, and He was baptized in the Jordan 
River for me and He bore all of my sins and 
eradicated them all. He was nailed to the Cross and 
received the judgment for my sins. Why then would I 
have any second thoughts about my worldly life at 
all? I am sure that you are like me. Please be aware 
that to be able to cast everything away and to 
wholeheartedly follow after God and His gospel is 
true spirituality and true faith. 

What happens when a man and a woman get 
married? The bride’s family says that their daughter 
is better, and the groom’s family says that it is their 
loss. It’s always a haggle over that.  

Then, how about us? Don’t we sometimes 
maybe think as we follow the Lord, “Even though we 
do follow the Lord, the Lord is a bit insufficient for 
us and we are better than Him?” Let’s really think 
about this. Between the Lord and us, who is superior? 
The scales tip heavily in His favor, does it not? 

However, God who is the Bridegroom has given us 
we who are the insufficient brides, everything that we 
want or need. He has endowed us with gold, silver, 
and every wedding gift and He has completely 
adorned us with all precious things. Truly, our Lord 
has blotted out all of our sins. He has received all of 
the judgment in our place. Also, He has given us the 
power to become the children of God. He has given 
us the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of Heaven. He 
has anointed us with grace so that we can live a life 
of righteousness on this earth. He has become our 
Shepherd so that He can lead us in the right path. We 
are not lacking or in want of anything at all. The 
Lord has taken responsibility for everything and He 
has done everything for us. And so, we do not have 
anything to be hesitant about. As Rebekah resolutely 
followed after the servant of Abraham, we also must 
confidently follow after the Lord as well. 

In today’s Scripture passage, Rebekah actually 
followed after the servant of Abraham. She can be 
seen to be childish and imprudent in a way, but when 
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we see her resolute act there must have been faith in 
her heart. She must have thought, “This servant treats 
me this honorably, and if this servant is this way then 
how great might the master be?” She thought that if 
the servant was this faithful; his master is certainly 
going to be much greater than the servant. Actually, 
Abraham was one of the wealthiest men in his time. 
His son, Isaac, was also a very wealthy man. He 
could do anything or provide anything he was asked. 
Isaac, in obtaining his wife, sent many servants and 
precious gifts and endowed everything. So, Rebekah 
believed in this husband to be without ever setting 
eyes on him. 

It is the same with our Lord. Our Lord has 
endowed you and me with everything that we need, 
and he has anointed us with infinite grace. Our Lord 
was born on this earth, was baptized, died on the 
Cross; rose again from the dead, ascended back to 
Heaven, sent us the Holy Spirit and continually 
watches over us. He has blessed us in this manner. 
Truly, our Lord has given us a wedding gift which 

does not perish. This gift is the Truth of the water, 
the blood and the Holy Spirit. And so, we follow 
after the Lord without hesitation. There is no reason 
at all for us to be reluctant to follow Him. 

 
 

We Should Not Be Indecisive in Following 
after the Lord 

 
In following after the Lord, we can often think 

that we are the only ones that are serving Him and 
that we are getting the wrong end of the stick. But 
this is not true. If we properly comprehend the grace 
that our Lord has anointed us with, we are able to 
understand that it is far greater than any of our losses 
and we will not act proudly but give thanks to the 
Lord. And we will think that the Lord is entitled and 
worthy to lead us. Truly the Lord is the only One 
who is qualified to do this. Anyone who thinks that 
they are suffering great loss by following after the 
Lord does not know Jesus Christ well enough. He is 
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truly our Savior, and the One who has perfectly 
cleansed us from all of our sins. He is the 
Bridegroom who was adorned us with every precious 
gift so that we are not lacking as the people of God. 

And so, there is no need for us to think that we 
are being disadvantaged in anyway. There is no 
reservation in my heart at all in following after the 
Lord. If we really know the love of the Lord 
properly, there is no hesitation if we are people who 
know and believe in the Truth of the water and the 
Spirit. If we are told to follow after the Lord, we 
boldly follow after Him. Truly, our Lord gives us 
everything we need, and He provides grace to us and 
constantly watches over us. He always gives more to 
us than He ever receives from us. There is no 
hindrance at all for us in following after our 
Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Today’s Scripture passage 
teaches us this. 

 
 
 

A Servant of God Must Do As God Commands 
 
The servant of Abraham who had left to find a 

suitable wife for Isaac was truly a very old man. 
Nevertheless, he completely followed the words of 
Abraham. And he prayed that things would turn out 
as his master had commanded him, and God sent the 
woman who was to be the future daughter-in-law of 
Abraham and allowed them to meet without any 
particular problems. This turned out so easily 
because it was the will of God. Therefore, a faithful 
servant should carry out the work as the master has 
commanded him or her to do no matter how difficult 
and impossible that task might seem. Full obedience 
to the master is the duty and obligation of these 
servants. This old servant faithfully fulfilled his task 
as a servant, and so God blessed him and fulfilled 
things in the way that the servant desired. This was 
the faith of this old servant and the work that he had 
accomplished. 

It is the same for you and me. If we are the 
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servants of God, we must completely do everything 
our Master, commands us to do. At this time, we are 
proclaiming the blessings of the Lord, according to 
God’s will to the entire world. What happens if 
people are not receptive to the gospel we are 
preaching? If we have proclaimed it to them, but they 
have not received it, then there is nothing more that 
we can do for them. Just because they do not accept 
it, should we then try to distort the gospel of the Lord 
using human ways and means? We cannot do that. 
We would rather do nothing at all if it meant that we 
were to distort the gospel and do what the Lord has 
not commanded us to do.  

A true servant is a person who simply does what 
his master orders him to do. A truly faithful servant 
does exactly as his master commands him to do. A 
long time ago, faithful servants in the household of a 
nobleman would truly put their lives on the line in 
service. This means that they did whatever their 
master commanded them to do. You and I are the 
people of God and we are His servants. Therefore, 

we must obey the Lord as He has commanded us to 
do and we cannot change some parts of the gospel 
just because the people of this world do not receive 
this gospel of the water and the Spirit which we have 
been preaching. If we were to preach such a distorted 
gospel, who will believe in it? They may believe in 
that false gospel temporarily but they will soon fall 
away. However, as we are the ones proclaiming the 
gospel of the Lord exactly the way it is, many people 
are hearing this genuine gospel and coming to 
believe in it. Although the number of people that can 
be seen with our eyes may not seem to be many, but 
from a spiritual standpoint, there are an incredible 
number of believers in this genuine gospel. There are 
truly a lot of people who have received our mission 
books. They have come to believe in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. God told our forefather of 
faith, Abraham, that He would make his descendants 
to be as numerous as the stars in the sky, and I 
believe that He will absolutely do this. 

Some people ask, “There were so many people 
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who have never heard of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit for such a long time. If this gospel is true, 
then what will happen to those people who have 
never heard about this gospel?” This is between them 
and God, and we are responsible for ourselves. 

Our hearts are at peace. Those who will leave us 
will leave and those who will be united and work 
together with us will be together with us forever. I 
mean, there is no use for us to detain or dissuade 
those who are going to leave us, saying, “Don’t 
leave, please, don’t leave.” Those who are going to 
leave must leave. Someone who does not believe in 
the gospel of the righteousness of God must go back 
to the world. 

Dear fellow believers, let’s say, among the 
saints that you are working with, there is someone 
who does not believe in the gospel of righteousness 
and just goes out of his way to expose your flaws. 
Judas Iscariot was like that. He followed after Jesus 
but he tried to detect Jesus’ faults. Let’s think who 
among your friends or family, are the ones who just 

strive to catch you at fault. Would it be better for 
them to stay with you, or leave you? Just thinking 
about this makes me sick. There is no need to be 
together with someone like this. 

 
God Only Desires That the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit Be Proclaimed 

 
I am a servant of God. I don’t want to be anything 

else. I only want to proclaim the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit to the entire world. We are preaching the gospel 
of the Lord by the internet and by literature ministry, that 
is, through printed and electronic media. Over fifteen 
thousand people each day are meeting with this true 
gospel. This is truly incredible. I wish that the number of 
hits on our website would increase a bit more, but even 
this is quite tremendous. I believe that these books will be 
placed in the hands of those who really need them and 
that they will all receive the remission of their sins. 

Recently, a Brazilian who used to be in a Pentecostal 
Church sent his testimony of salvation, saying that he had 
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come to comprehend the gospel Truth and received the 
remission of sins. The pastor of his former church would 
only approve of those who spoke in tongues as having 
received the Holy Spirit, but in his eyes his former church 
appeared to be a group of sorcerers with evil spirits. But 
after reading our books, they contained things that were 
totally different than what he formerly believed in. He 
read through the books twice and he received remission of 
sins by believing in this genuine Truth. Halleluiah! 

You and I are not living in some unimportant 
existence in which our souls become ill and die, but we 
are able to live a meaningful, precious and blessed life 
while experiencing eternal glory through our Lord. You 
and I can have confidence before God. Of course, there is 
this fear in my heart that this gospel will not be 
proclaimed to everyone, but I do believe that the gospel of 
the Lord will continue to be proclaimed vigorously. 

If a servant regards what his master has entrusted 
him with as being his own property, then he is a thief. 
Even though something is not his, he believes that he has 
a right to use it. If someone takes something that isn’t his 

and decides to take ownership of it, then this person is a 
thief? A true servant is someone who lives his life for his 
master. A faithful servant takes good care of what his 
master has briefly entrusted him with. In like fashion, our 
New Life Mission website is everything to us. Our Lord 
will prevent those who attempt to take it as their own from 
doing so. 

Spiritually speaking, you and I are all ‘Rebekahs.’ 
God the Father sent Jesus Christ to this earth and has 
adorned us with the gospel of the water and the Spirit. He 
has glorified us and He has commanded us to follow Him. 
In response to this voice of the Lord, we must 
immediately say, “I will follow after You.” Rebekah 
turned her back on her family that she loved and went to 
meet her husband Isaac. And she went to her future 
husband, gave birth to her children, served her husband 
and also acted as a master to the servants. Did she yearn to 
return to her father’s house? No. If we live out our faith as 
Rebekah did, then we will not desire to return to our past 
life. We desire to follow after the Lord who has glorified 
us without anything of lack. I give thanks to our Lord.  
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The Reason God Loved Jacob 
 
 

< Genesis 25:19-34 > 
“This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s 

son. Abraham begot Isaac. Isaac was forty years 
old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of 
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of 
Laban the Syrian. Now Isaac pleaded with the 
LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and 
the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived. But the children struggled together 
within her; and she said, ‘If all is well, why am I 
like this?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD. 
And the LORD said to her:  

‘Two nations are in your womb,  
Two peoples shall be separated from your body;  
One people shall be stronger than the other,  
And the older shall serve the younger.’  
So when her days were fulfilled for her to 

give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 

And the first came out red. He was like a hairy 
garment all over; so they called his name Esau. 
Afterward his brother came out, and his hand 
took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called 
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore 
them. So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild 
man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau 
because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came 
in from the field, and he was weary. And Esau 
said to Jacob, ‘Please feed me with that same red 
stew, for I am weary.’ Therefore his name was 
called Edom. But Jacob said, ‘Sell me your 
birthright as of this day.’ And Esau said, ‘Look, I 
am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?’ 
Then Jacob said, ‘Swear to me as of this day.’ So 
he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 
And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; 
then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright.” 
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Their Destinies Were Determined from the 
Womb 

 
In the passage of Scripture we just read today 

twins were in the womb of Isaac’s wife Rebekah. 
The Bible says,  

“Two nations are in your womb,  
Two peoples shall be separated from your body;  
One people shall be stronger than the other,  
And the older shall serve the younger.”  
As you may know, the Doctrine of Election was 

established primarily based on this single passage of 
Scripture which has brought about the most hotly 
contested and persistent debates in Christian 
communities. God clearly said, “The older shall 
serve the younger.” Here the words, “the older” 
refers to Esau, the firstborn son of Isaac, and “the 
younger” refers to Isaac’s second born son Jacob. 
The skin of the firstborn was red and hairy, so he was 
named Esau, which means “hairy.” And the second 
born child grabbed hold of his twin brother’s heel as 

they were being born, and so he was named Jacob, 
meaning “heel holder” or “supplanter.” 

The core issue concerning this is this. It seems 
when reading this account literally that God had 
predetermined that the older shall serve the younger 
from the time they were in their mother’s womb. 
This is the issue you and I must think deeply about 
today’s passage of Scripture to interpret it correctly. 
Why was the older destined to serve the younger 
while still in his mother’s womb? Why was the 
younger destined to prevail over the older brother? 
This is the profound will of God and at the same 
time, an unconvincing situation which we must 
ponder over deeply. 

Abraham’s son Isaac came of age and got 
married. Nevertheless, when his wife was not able to 
bear any children, he earnestly prayed to God, 
saying, “God, please grant me my wish. Let me have 
children.” And so God answered His prayer allowing 
him to have twin sons. But even as they grew inside 
the womb they struggled with each other. They 
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struggled against each other so violently that their 
mother was always trying to calm them down. 

 
 

The Origin of Two Nations: Jacob and Esau 
 
Rebekah was very concerned about the struggle 

between her two unborn babies and asked God, 
“These twins in my womb are struggling so severely, 
what’s going on here?” God replied and said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, two people shall be 
separated from your body; one people shall be 
stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the 
younger.” Soon the time arrived to give birth and the 
firstborn was Esau followed by Jacob. As I 
mentioned earlier, the firstborn was healthy and very 
hairy so he was named Esau. And the second son 
grabbed hold of Esau’s heel as they were being born, 
so he was called Jacob. It is written that Jacob was 
frail and weak, unlike his brother Esau. In this 
manner, the names of Esau and Jacob both bore a 

meaning related to the account of their birth. 
How then did these two sons grow up? It is 

written, “Isaac was sixty years old when she bore 
them. So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, 
dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau because he 
ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.” The 
different fates of Esau and Jacob were decided while 
they were still in their mother’s womb. The father 
loved the older son Esau, while the mother loved the 
younger son Jacob. One was strong and hairy while 
the other was weak and conniving. And the Bible 
says that God loved Jacob and hated Esau from the 
time they were in the womb of their mother. This was 
their predetermined destinies. Even after birth, Esau 
and Jacob were very different. Esau grew up to be a 
skillful hunter, a man of the field. But Jacob helped 
his mother around the home doing housework, 
chatting with her in the kitchen etc. It is clear as day 
and night that Rebekah loved Jacob more than Esau. 
Jacob was more reserved and would remain in the 
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tents. But Esau with his bulging muscular body 
would hunt deer or buffalo and this would make his 
father proud. Thus, Isaac loved Esau but Rebekah did 
not love him as much as her husband Isaac did. 

One day, Esau went out hunting and Jacob was 
cooking lentil stew. After returning home, Esau 
happened to see Jacob who was cooking red lentil 
stew. The lentil stew must have given off such a 
wonderful smell that he was drawn to it. Esau being 
famished asked Jacob for some of this lentil stew. 
Jacob answered him saying, “Sell me your birthright 
and I will give you this stew.” At that time Esau did 
not consider his birthright as being that important. 
And so he said, “Whether you have the birthright or 
not, it does not matter as I am stronger than you and 
so it will not change anything because I am your 
older brother, so give me a bowl of this lentil stew 
first and then I will give you the birthright.”  

What did this birthright signify at that time? It 
meant the entire inheritance of whatever belongs to 
one’s father. Long ago in our country Korea the 

oldest son also received most of the parent’s 
inheritance. Nevertheless, Esau thought to himself, “I 
am much stronger than Jacob so what importance is 
this birthright to me anyway. I will never be reliant 
on Jacob. Nor will I receive help from my father. I 
am able to take and seize all things and make it my 
own.” The Bible tells us that Esau was someone who 
lived his whole life only trusting in the strength of his 
flesh.  

From the time that Esau and Jacob were in the 
womb, God said, “The older shall serve the 
younger.” If the Almighty God had spoken this then 
it sure will be fulfilled. According to the Word of 
God, Esau became a man of the flesh. On the other 
hand, the Old Testament silently shows us that Jacob 
who God loved became a spiritual man. In other 
word, Jacob was a mild man who dwelt in tents. 

Those who live out their lives of faith in God’s 
Church really do not have great strength or power in 
the flesh like Jacob did. Nevertheless, those who 
silently hear and follow after the Word of God while 
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abiding in His Church are those who surely receive 
His blessings. On the other hand, those who trust in 
their own strength and say, “I can’t go to church right 
now, so you will have to wait a while. I will first 
make money and then after that I will return to 
church.” People like this will end up selling their 
salvation away like Esau. Truly, there are people like 
Esau who sell off their salvation right away when 
material benefits can be gained. Many people fall 
prey to the temptation of a position offered in some 
church, which says, “If you come to our church, we 
will give you a very important position.” Be 
extremely wary of this: To sell off your salvation for 
the material possessions of this world is the same as 
selling off one’s birthright for a bowl of lentil stew. 

Esau, who appears in today’s passage of Scripture, 
was a man of the flesh. But his brother Jacob on the 
other hand was a spiritual man. Between these two 
sons, Rebekah loved Jacob more. Rebekah mentioned 
here signifies the Church. The reason is that a married 
woman often symbolizes the Church in the Bible. What 

does this Scripture passage then mean? The fact that 
Rebekah loved Jacob represents the fact that God and 
His Church loves Jacob-like saints. Yes, this is so true. 
Through this account God is directly speaking to you 
and me whom He loves like Jacob. 

The main characters in today’s passage of 
Scripture are Rebekah and Jacob. When we watch a 
movie you can be sure that there is a large supporting 
cast behind it, but there usually are a main male and a 
female character. In the same way, the main 
characters in today’s passage of Scripture are 
Rebekah and Jacob. To be quite honest, there was not 
much that Jacob had to do by himself. He received 
his mother full support and all he did was to obey as 
his mother instructions. 

 
 

God’s Ultimate Election 
 
God tells us that from the moment Jacob and 

Esau were in their mother’s womb, “One people 
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shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall 
serve the younger.” This passage can be interpreted 
as follows: Even before they were born, God had 
already predetermined their destinies. This is 
commonly referred to by Christendom as “the 
election of God” or “the doctrine of election.” 
Propagators of this askew doctrine insist that God 
predestined or elected some people to be saved and 
others to be lost arbitrarily. This incorrect 
interpretation comes from a complete 
misunderstanding of the Word of God. When God 
said, “One people shall be stronger than the other, 
and the older shall serve the younger,” we can be 
sure that God did not teach us the doctrine of election 
by this passage. Then what does this passage really 
mean? Beginning from this point, I will begin to 
explain the true meaning of this Scripture passage. 

Let’s first take a look at the passage of Scripture 
of the Epistle to the Romans chapter 9 verses 1 to 3.  

“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 

Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in 
my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 
countrymen according to the flesh.” This passage 
reveals the great burden that was in the heart of the 
Apostle Paul as he was preaching the gospel; this was 
after he had received the remission of sins. The 
Apostle Paul had an earnest and sincere desire that 
his countrymen, his family and his nation would all 
come to receive the remission of sins. 

Look at the next verse, “Who are Israelites, to 
whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the service of God, and the 
promises; of whom are the fathers and from whom, 
according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
the eternally blessed God. Amen. But it is not that the 
word of God has no effect. For they are not all Israel 
who are Israel, nor are they all children because they 
are the seed of Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed 
shall be called.’ That is, those who are the children 
of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

132   The Reason God Loved Jacob 

 

children of the promise are counted as the seed” 
(Romans 9:4-8).  

As you probably already know, Abraham had 
two sons, namely, Isaac and Ishmael. Isaac was born 
through the Word of God from Abraham’s lawful 
wife Sarah, whereas Ishmael was born through his 
female servant Hagar. Nevertheless God said, “In 
Isaac your seed shall be called” (Genesis 21:12), 
acknowledging only the descendants of Isaac as 
being the children of God. All sons are not legitimate 
just because they are born of the same father. In the 
same manner, if one is not of the promise of God, 
then this person cannot be a child of God. God made 
a clear promise in the Book of Genesis, saying, 
“Those who are the children of the flesh, these are 
not the children of God; but the children of the 
promise are counted as the seed.” 

God continued on to say, “For this is the word 
of promise: ‘At this time I will come and Sarah shall 
have a son.’ And not only this, but when Rebecca 
also had conceived by one man, even by our father 

Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but of 
Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall 
serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I have 
loved, but Esau I have hated’” (Romans 9:9-13).  

Here we find this very passage again, “The 
older shall serve the younger.” Why did God say that 
the older shall serve the younger and that the younger 
would become stronger of the two when Esau and 
Jacob were not yet born? Why did God elect Jacob 
and discard Esau? The clue of the answer to this 
question lies in the Word of God that goes, “That the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works but of Him who calls.” 

What is the will of God as revealed in today’s 
passage of Scripture? “Two children will be born. 
Out of these two children two nations will be formed. 
And the older shall serve the younger.” This was the 
will of God towards Jacob and Esau. In this manner, 
the will of God which was predetermined when they 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

133   The Reason God Loved Jacob 

 

were still in their mother’s womb and it did not come 
to pass through human flesh or human strength but 
was fulfilled through the Word and blessings of God. 
God’s blessings and curses does not depend on the 
strength of humankind, but rather they are given 
according to the will of God. In order to reveal this 
truth to us, God predetermined the destinies of Jacob 
and Esau when they were still in their mother’s womb. 

 
 

God Loved Jacob but Hated Esau 
 
God said, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 

hated.” As this verse says, God loved Jacob and 
hated Esau. This was solely God’s sovereignty. Then 
why did God determine and elect to do this? What 
was the reason that justified this outcome? God said, 
“What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness 
with God? Certainly not! For He says to Moses, ‘I 
will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whomever I will have 

compassion’” (Romans 9:14-15). From the time he 
was in his mother’s womb, Jacob was predestined by 
the Word of God to be stronger than his brother and 
to be served by his elder brother. This was the will of 
God. Who then ended up receiving God’s blessings? 
According to God’s will, it is clear that Jacob 
received the blessings while Esau was cursed by 
God. What does this all mean then? It means that we 
as human beings cannot receive the blessings of God 
by our works or deeds. Romans chapter 9, verse 11 
says, “That the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works but of Him who calls.” 
God’s blessings come to pass just as He 
predetermines them to be fulfilled. 

Then why should Esau serve Jacob during his 
whole lifetime? This was because Esau relied on the 
sufficiency of his flesh, and was not able to receive 
the blessings from God. God had predestined this to 
be. God calls people who are spiritually like Jacob. 
God grants His true power and blessings to those 
who are so weak that they cannot but yearn for His 
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mercy and blessings. And to those who trust in the 
strength of their own flesh, God pours out curses 
upon them. God said, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I 
have hated.” Those whom God hates receive His 
curses, and those whom God loves receive His 
blessings. 

Dear fellow believers, who will receive 
blessings from God? The Jacob-like people will 
receive His blessings. Those who boast in the 
strength of their own flesh, in other words, those who 
are like Esau, will absolutely not be able to receive 
God’s blessings. The Almighty God has elected to do 
this. It cannot thus be true that God has elected some 
while rejecting others unconditionally. He has 
predetermined that those who trust in the strength of 
the flesh will be cursed and those who have faith in 
the righteousness of God will be blessed. 

 
 
 
 

God’s Blessings and Curses Are 
Dependant Solely on His Calling 

 
What is the source of God’s blessings and 

curses? God’s blessings and curses are not dependant 
on mankind’s works but on His calling. Then 
between Esau and Jacob, who did God call? It was 
certainly not Esau, who relied in the strength of his 
flesh and trusted in his own power. God calls and 
blesses those who are deceitful and weak as Jacob 
was—people who cannot hunt well but rather obey the 
words of their mothers and those who steal the birthright 
with a bowl of lentil beans. To someone like this, God 
pours out the fatness of the earth and the blessings of the 
dew of heaven. This is the will of God. 

God said, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 
hated.” How does Calvinistic theology interpret this 
passage? Calvinists insist that God has elected some 
people unconditionally even before they are born. 
But the reality is that they are on the wrong path. 
Rather, this passage of Scripture means that God 
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does not call those who are powerful in the flesh but 
those who cannot but rely on the righteousness of 
God because they are weak and without strength in 
the flesh. And He blesses these humble individuals 
who believe in the righteousness of God. God 
intended to proclaim the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to the people of the whole world through Jacob 
and Esau who were still in the womb. 

How can we be saved from all of our sins? And 
who does God call? The Bible says, “The purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls” (Romans 9:11). Who does 
God call? God calls all sinners. God came to this 
world not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. Then what does God desire to give to all 
the sinners whom He has called? God desires to blot 
out all their sins through the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit and He desires to make them righteous. 
These people cry out, “Although I try not to commit 
sin, I am not well cultured so I cannot do it. I think I 
have to put in more effort. I should go to the 

mountains and pray while fasting but I still cannot be 
free from committing sin. Fundamentally, there is 
something wrong with me. If I get upset, my true self 
reveals itself.” God calls people who have such 
mindsets and hearts as this. 

Why did our Lord come to this earth? He said, 
“For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance.” Yes, God’s desire is to call sinners 
and to bless them as He blessed Jacob. In this 
manner, God’s blessings and curses are 
predetermined. They are determined within His 
merciful calling. People become God’s children not 
based on their works but by being called by Him. 
Being blessed by God or cursed by Him depends 
entirely on whether or not God calls someone. Truly, 
God calls those who are full of insufficiencies before 
Him, who trust and rely on Him absolutely, who seek 
His help and to those who acknowledge that they are 
indeed a spiritual and physical “lump of sin.” And He 
grants the gospel of the water and the Spirit to such 
people who are poor in spirit in order to make them 
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His children by cleansing away all their sin. God 
calls the weak of this world and pours out the 
heavenly blessings and the blessings of the fatness of 
the earth upon them.  

This Scripture passage also points out that God 
does not bless people who rely in the power of the 
flesh. God clearly tells us that these types of 
individuals will go straight to hell. God has cursed 
the proud who only rely in their own strength and do 
not rely in His righteousness—including those who 
boast about their wealth of the flesh and do not seek 
after the glory of God and also those who consider 
only their loftiness and do not recognize the 
exaltedness of God.  

But how does God treat people who know how 
weak they are before the Word of God and those who 
know they cannot live without His blessings? God 
pours out His blessings on those who truly realize 
that they are nobody before Him like Jacob did. As 
evidenced here, all things depend on the blessings 
contained within the righteousness of God. The 

provision of all blessings and curses of someone 
depends on whether or not that person has submitted 
to the righteousness of God. 

Romans chapter 9, verse 11 says, “That the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works but of Him who calls.” A person who 
can stand before God is someone who acknowledges 
that he or she has sin and therefore is destined for 
hell. Then who does God truly call? Let’s look at the 
Gospel of Matthew chapter 9, verse 13, which says, 
“But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy 
and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 

 
 

Who Then Does the Bible Consider a Sinner? 
 
Let’s look at Mark chapter 7 verses 21-23. “For 

from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil 
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eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil 
things come from within and defile a man.” Among 
the people of this world, who has God called? The 
Lord said that He has not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. God also said that He does 
not desire those who offer sacrifices to Him and 
serve Him with human efforts of the flesh. He does 
not delight in those who try to please Him through 
efforts or good deeds. Rather, God desires to find those 
who wish to receive His mercy. He desires to pour out 
His blessing on people such as these. But God curses 
and rebukes those who are proud in His eyes. 

Who does God call? He said that He calls 
sinners. Then who exactly is a sinner. Sinners are 
those who, regardless of their wills, have been born 
as the descendants of Adam and who have inherited 
all the sins from their ancestors. As you all may 
know, what comes out of our hearts are all evil 
thoughts. And do you know just how great a sin one 
of these thoughts turns into? Whenever we think, we 
tend to think of how to con or pilfer others, steal and 

become rich in the flesh. Just the fact that we think 
these evil thoughts is committing sin before God. 
God said that those who harbor any evil intentions 
are sinners as well. People normally consider wrong 
acts which they have actually committed as sins, but 
God regards someone as a sinner seeing even his or 
her sinful mind. So, based on the mere fact of an evil 
thought itself coming up in someone’s mind, God 
regards this person a sinner. And because of this, 
God desires to call those of us who think these evil 
thoughts in our hearts as grave sins in order to 
remove these stubborn sins from our hearts.  

Truly, how much of an influence does one’s 
thought have on a person? If someone harbors wrong 
thoughts, then their actions go astray as well. 
Nevertheless, human beings are full of evil thoughts. 
“How can I make a lot of money?” “How can I seize 
the possessions of others without lifting a single 
finger?” These are all evil thoughts. God considers 
someone who thinks such thoughts to be a sinner. 
Nevertheless, the Lord said, “For I did not come to 
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call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” He 
has called people who think evil thoughts in order to 
make them righteous. 

Do you not harbor evil thoughts throughout your 
day? As for myself, I have clearly received the 
remission of sins but, nevertheless, I frequently have 
sinful thoughts. Time is precious and so there is not 
enough time to think proper thoughts. However, 
useless evil thoughts keep occurring in my mind. I 
know that such thoughts are evil and I try not to think 
them, but I cannot control my mind. Actually, this is 
the true nature of human beings. Because we were 
born as a brood of evildoers (Isaiah 1:4), the thoughts 
of humankind are all evil. The fact that everyone in 
this world was born as Adam’s descendants is the 
evidence that the fundamental nature of mankind is 
evil. And so, whenever we think, we think evil 
thoughts. Because Jesus, who is God, knew the hearts 
of man, He clearly taught us that every thought 
which comes forth from the heart is evil. 
Nevertheless, there is no need for us to despair 

because of the evil thoughts coming incessantly from 
our hearts. The reason is that the God of mercy saves 
those who honestly acknowledge that they are sinners 
before Him. 

Jesus said, “For from within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 
All these evil things come from within and defile a 
man.” Because the heart of mankind is lewd 
fundamentally, pornographic videos have become 
very popular these days. Many policemen and 
administrators of the law have been appointed 
because there are many offenders, thieves and con 
artists in this world. Nevertheless, we must learn to 
restrain ourselves. God told us that the wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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Admit the Sinful State of Your Heart  
 
Jesus is telling you and me to admit the sinful 

state of our hearts. Nevertheless, many people in this 
world are not aware of the sinful state of their hearts 
but rather slander God with their proud hearts. There 
are some religions which claim that their adherents 
are gods. Do they not tell their adherents to become 
Buddhas? There is a religion in Korea called 
“Daesunjinrihoe,” and this religion claims that their 
followers are all gods as well. Dear fellow believers, 
what is there that we can learn from our fellow man? 
These people claim that they are able to do whatever 
they want, but this is truly nonsense. Think about it. 
How can a human being become a god? Then why do 
such gods die? They die because they are mere 
creatures of the true God. Such an arrogant thinking 
that human beings can become gods even though 
they are mere creatures is the sin of opposing God 
and is deserving of hell. 

For a person to put his or her evil thought into 

action is to commit a trespass, and evil thoughts in 
and of themselves are sins. What comes first? The 
evil thought or the action? The evil thought in one’s 
heart comes first. Because there are evil thoughts in 
the heart, such evil thoughts are turned into action. 
The twelve kinds of sins which God spoke of are 
bubbling about in the hearts of man. Nowadays, we 
are not able to see this happen much because we live 
in the cities, but a long time ago in rural areas, when 
it would rain, so many red earthworms would squirm 
out of the ground. So many earthworms would come 
out due to the waterlogged earth. 

This is the same for the sins in our hearts. Sin is 
always present in our hearts, so that when the time or 
place is opportune, this sin will rear itself up. There 
are twelve holes of sins in the heart of man. As 
earthworms live inside holes in the ground, evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride and foolishness are all in the 
hearts of man. If crazy thoughts pop up, then because 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

140   The Reason God Loved Jacob 

 

of the sin which rears itself up, a certain type of crazy 
behavior will exhibit itself. And when this mad 
thought goes back into its hole of the heart, then the 
person becomes normal again as if nothing had ever 
happened. Whenever some people drink, crazed 
thoughts exhibit themselves and they break chairs 
and injure their next door neighbor. Then when the 
heart of madness goes back into its hole, the heart of 
deceit pops itself up out of another hole. And what 
does this heart of deceit do? It starts out by saying, 
“Long time no see, my friend. How’s life these days? 
I’ll buy a drink today. Well, I have a great chance to 
make money. I don’t have any collateral and, if I just 
have this, I can open up a great, profitable shop. Can 
you be my guarantor by putting up your land as 
collateral? It’s absolutely safe. I’ll share the profit with 
you every month.” A heart of deceit comes up from its 
hole and deceives some person. What is the result of all 
this? Since the land of this foolish friend is held as 
collateral, this person uses the money which was 
obtained through this transaction in any way that he or 

she pleases. There are many people who use this 
method and then ultimately end up in jail. 

 
 

Within His Righteousness, God Has Called 
Sinners Who Commit Sin Everyday  

 
I went to a police station once because of a 

brother of my church. Dear fellow believers, the 
social status of a pastor is not low in our society. 
Many people absolutely do not disregard pastors. I 
spoke to the policemen, “I am a pastor and instead of 
him going to jail, I will go in his place as I am his 
head pastor.” They told me to write a petition for 
him. When this was completed I submitted a written 
petition on behalf of this brother, then he was 
released. 

While I was in the police station for this short 
while, I saw many criminals who probably conned 
and defrauded others. Detectives were busy 
examining suspects. These people had stolen all of 
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the money that others had saved up in their entire 
lifetime. Like this, there are deceitful thoughts in the 
heart of everyone. Whether one actually deceives 
others with his or her actions or just has thoughts of 
deceiving others, it is all the same. Because they have 
not received the remission of sins, they are all sinners 
before God. 

Is there lewdness in the heart of man or is there 
not? Absolutely, there is. Because there are lewd 
thoughts in the heart of man, they commit lewd acts. 
Then, have people received the remission of all such 
sins? Have they or have they not? Those who have 
received the remission of sins by faith in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit are without sin, but the 
people of this world who have not received the 
remission of sins will forever remain sinners. 

Someone who is called by God is someone who 
recognizes the fact that he or she has this type of evil 
heart and that they cannot help but commit sin during 
their entire lifetime. God said, “That the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works 

but of Him who calls.” Dear fellow believers, who 
does God call? Does God call someone who has a 
heart of deceit or of foolishness, but never commits 
such sins and, furthermore, appears to be well 
mannered? No. There is no reason for God to call 
someone who is well-mannered or exhibits false 
humility. These types of people could possibly place 
themselves one level higher than God in regards to 
their morality. 

God calls people who make a lot of mistakes 
and are weak. He calls those who know that they 
have all sorts of evil sins in their hearts and those 
who know that they commit these sins over the 
course of their entire lifetime. God told us that he did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. This is truly the case. God has called 
only those who acknowledge that they are sinners 
before Him. And having called them, what does He 
proceed to do? He blots out their sins and makes 
them righteous so that they can confidently stand 
before Him as His children. This is the will of God. 
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And in God’s calling within His righteousness, these 
blessings and curses have been predetermined and 
foreknown by God.  

Who then receives blessings from God? Who 
can be made righteous and become His children? 
Who can receive the blessings of the fatness of this 
earth, and who can be shown mercy? It is the person 
who recognizes himself or herself as a sinner who is 
weak and full of shortcomings. This type of person 
will be called before God and will receive all of the 
blessings which God provides. All their sins will be 
cleansed away as white as snow and they will 
become the very children of God by His blessings. 
Only someone who acknowledges that they are a 
grave sinner will receive the blessings of eternal life, 
life in Heaven, all of the inheritance which God gives 
and the blessing of living together with God the 
Father for eternity. 

 
 
 

It Is Futile for People to Try Not to Commit 
Sin, No Matter How Hard They Try 

 
What was it like in the case of Esau who 

appears in today’s Scripture passage? Esau is 
someone who absolutely could not receive God’s 
blessings. It was never going to happen.  

Dear fellow believers, who in this world can be 
made righteous? Someone who is weak and helpless 
can be made righteous. Someone who is weak or 
lacking and is full of mistakes—this kind of person 
can be made righteous by the grace of God. 
Nevertheless, those who are “nice people” who are 
very careful in order not to commit sins cannot be 
made righteous as they are not able to admit to the 
fact that they are sinners. Monks are disciplined to 
avoid looking at women who happen to pass by. 
Nevertheless, someone who admits his or her sinful 
nature like me cannot help but look at them no matter 
how hard they try not to. 

A long time ago when I was a theological 
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student, I was told by a seminary professor that I 
should cry out, “Lord, Lord, Lord” three times if I 
was to walk past a theatre and to not look to either 
side around me. I did as he told me to. Each time I 
went past a movie theater, I would say “Lord” three 
times and passed by. But then after a while, I said to 
myself, “I should just look at the billboards and see 
what is advertised on them.” And so, I would turn 
around and take a look at the pictures on the 
billboards. Of course, I’m not saying that what I did 
was right. Nevertheless, I am saying that there was a 
part of me that could not resist the temptation to take 
a look at the billboards. But God sought someone 
who was weak like me and has saved me by making 
me righteous and whole. 

You don’t know how quick tempered I am. If I 
get really upset, I’m not able to say anything. Instead 
of words, my fists want to do the talking first. How 
many times do you think someone like me may have 
messed up over the course of my lifetime? Despite all 
of this, God saved someone such as me.  

Please pay attention to this. People who receive 
blessings from God are not those who are whole, but 
those whose hearts are dirty and those whose 
behavior is not perfect but lacking before Him. Only 
those have been born as Adam’s descendants, as 
sinners, can be made righteous. God calls such 
people and makes them righteous, makes them His 
children, and gives them the blessings of eternal life 
and the blessings of the fatness of the earth. This is 
the will of our just God. 

Are you holy people without any thoughts of 
fornication? No. Some of my friends are so gentle 
and they use such refined language. Nevertheless, 
they still remain sinners. They pray with tears day in 
and day out. I used to cry a lot before as well. I 
would pray in tears at least once a day. I used to pray, 
saying, “Lord, I’ve sinned again. I believe that you 
died on the Cross for such a wretched sinner like 
me.” But my sin would never go away.  

What did I do after that? Because my prayers of 
repentance in tears did not seem to work, I thought to 
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myself that it would be better for me to pray and fast 
for three days. I thought that if I did this my sins 
would be forgiven. So I cried while ignoring the 
nagging hunger pains in my stomach. Of course, my 
prayers of repentance sounded very holy. I would 
pray, saying, “Oh, God the Holy Father, I ask and 
pray that You will forgive me of all my sins.” 
Everything I said pretty much meant the same thing, 
but I would make use of beautiful words in my 
prayers. Because I had not received the remission of 
sins back then and had nothing to be proud of, it 
became my habit to string long sentences together 
with empty words when I was praying. 

When people saw me praying and fasting, they 
would remark that I seemed to be very spiritual. My 
tears would flow and stream to the floor. How much 
energy I must have used up? Once I was done 
praying and fasting, my body would be in a mess. 
After fasting and praying for three days, I would be 
determined not to sin again, saying, “Lord, how 
much agony did you go through on the Cross? I pray 

that you forgive me of my sin, and I will never 
commit this sin again.” I would resolve in my heart 
to do so, and I would sing praises in remembrance of 
Jesus dying on the Cross for me as I was coming 
back home from the retreat center. How refreshing 
and delighted my heart was on my way back home.  

But this was nothing more than a feeling of 
being compensated for my efforts. I would come 
back home thinking, “I have sinned a lot, but I have 
fasted and cried this much so God will take care of 
the rest.” And I would confidently and joyfully sing 
praises to the Lord. But what was the result of all of 
this? The sin in my heart absolutely would not go 
away. So the next day I would start all over again. 
Thinking back—over a three day period, I would 
rarely feel okay for even one day. Five days after I 
had fasted and prayed, I had become a grave sinner 
again. And so I would pray again, “Lord, I seek and 
pray that you would forgive me of my sins.” And if I 
had committed a greater sin this time around, I would 
decide to pray and fast for five days. 
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Do you know how difficult it is to pray and fast? 
I’m not that good at fasting and prayer. Once I was 
so weak and could not even talk that I had to write on 
a piece of paper when I needed to say something to 
others. All I could think about was eating some food. 
If I were to stare at the ceiling lying on my bed, all 
kinds of foods would appear and then disappear 
before my eyes. It’s very important to look at the 
calendar and at a clock to count how many days and 
hours are left. If I felt like I was going to go crazy, 
then I would quickly eat some scorched rice-tea. But 
still I would get weary. I would pour water in a kettle 
and drink so much of that scorched rice-tea. In this 
way, I did so many acts of hypocrisy. 

But even after fasting and prayer for five days, 
within two days I would sin again. And so I would 
offer prayers of repentance again and again, saying, 
“Lord, I ask and pray that you forgive me of my 
sins.” I prayed for five years like this. It took five 
years for my righteousness to be broken down. The 
shell of my righteousness was broken first, and then 

it took another five years for the core of my own 
righteousness to be broken.  

 
 

Our Own Righteousness Must Be Broken 
 
When I read the Gospel of Mark chapter 7 a 

long time ago, I would think to myself that this 
passage was directed towards the Pharisees and not 
towards me. But as ten years passed by, I came to 
realize that this Scripture passage applied to me. I did 
not know that I was a lewd person. I would look at 
women but after harboring lewd thoughts for a 
second, I would come back to my regular state of 
mind. As time went on after I became a Christian, the 
more frequently these lewd thoughts were coming up 
from my heart. 

As time went on, all that was left was keeping 
up a good appearance. I became a person who 
walked gently, talked politely and acted as if I was a 
holy person. Before I stood behind the pulpit, I would 
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place my Bible down and kneel down and pray first. I 
tried to attend every revival meeting held in my 
town. Whenever I attended such meetings, my eyes 
would light up before the Word of God. And when I 
was told to receive the Holy Spirit, I would yearn to 
receive Him. Nevertheless, my eyes would be alert 
only during the revival services. Once they were 
over, I would return to my usual state of mind that 
had no strength. It was like the calm which comes 
after the storm. 

It took ten years for my sense of self 
righteousness to be dashed to pieces. Ten years after 
I first professed to believe in Jesus, my sense of self 
righteousness was broken down. Before I came to 
believe in Jesus, I used to think that I was quite an 
alright and upright person. Truly, I seemed to be a 
really good person. I would help a child who was 
lost, carry an elderly lady on my back to her home 
and report and hand over lost money to the police 
station. Having a strong sense of justice, if a helpless 
person was getting beat up on the street, I would go 

help that person. 
But this sense of self righteousness was indeed 

broken to pieces. My will was shattered along with 
my sense of self righteousness. I thought I was a man 
of justice and duty and was good and proper. 
However, as I got older, I began to see how wretched 
I truly was. The longer I was a Christian, the more 
my evil nature would be exposed. At that time, if 
God had called me and judged me according to my 
works, I would have been destined for hell.  

Nevertheless, our God did not call me according 
to my own works, but he called me when I admitted 
that I was weak and that I was “a lump sin.” He 
called you and me and all the wretched people who 
were earnestly mourning over their sinful natures. He 
called such humble people, saved them and made 
them whole by making them righteous. 

When we look at today’s Scripture passage, we 
are able to learn that the hypocrites who rely only on 
their works in order to stand before God cannot 
receive the remission of their sins. There are so many 
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Esau-like people in this world today. These kinds of 
people will never be able to receive the remission of 
sins, but will be cursed and will go to hell. Beware of 
this. Those who are strong in the flesh and are proud 
of their many good deeds will be cast away from the 
presence of God. God clearly said, “Jacob I have 
loved, but Esau I have hated.” Do you believe in 
these Words of God?  

God calls sinners. He does not call the 
righteous. People who have good behaviors in the 
world are not the righteous. They are simply sages. 
There are many sages in this world. Buddha was a 
sage as well. What was Buddha’s end? He was 
cursed and went to hell. This is what Buddha said. 
He said, “Human beings have much agony, worry, 
suffering and anxiety. How can I then escape from all 
of these things?” Nevertheless, he did not seek after 
the Savior who could free him from all of these 
burdens, but he used his own might to strive to 
escape from these problems. Someone like this will 
be cursed. People like this will go to hell. Polite and 

good people, who become elders and pastors based 
on their good manners, will also be cursed by God. 
They will absolutely be cursed.  

Those who will be blessed by God and those 
who will be cursed by God have already been 
chosen. God has chosen them and elected them. God 
pours out His blessings only on those who 
acknowledge that they are grave sinners. God 
separates mankind into two groups, and He states that 
He will curse some and bless others. Therefore, all 
hypocrites will be cursed. They try to live properly 
but it is not easy for them to do so.  

“Why am I like this? I am not able to do 
anything right. Please save me. I cannot do anything 
righteous on my own. I am not a good person. I am 
merely a lump of sin. If I were to be judged 
according to Your Law, I would go to hell.” People 
like this acknowledge their true selves before God 
will receive the blessings of God. Most people are 
able to admit that they are sinners, but they do not 
agree that they are people who will go to hell based 
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on the Word of God. But what does the Bible say 
about this? The Bible says that we cannot escape 
going to hell if we have even a tiny little sin and that 
that the wages of sin is death. If we have sin in our 
hearts, then we will absolutely go to hell. Because 
every person has committed sin, they will be cast into 
the hell fire which never quenches. Christians today 
confess that they are sinners, but it is difficult for 
them to confess that they are going to hell. This is the 
reason why many people praise Jesus while they 
themselves still remain sinners. They will live this 
way until they eventually are cast into hell. 

Dear fellow believers, we are people who are 
like Jacob. The righteous are like Jacob, and 
Christian sinners are like Esau. Those who are cursed 
have a lot of strength in the flesh and are full of self 
righteousness based on their many good deeds. They 
will go to hell. But those who live on this earth like 
Jacob will definitely go to Heaven. Look at the 
righteous. They are just like Jacob. They are not 
strong, not courageous and they seem that they will 

not be able to get by or do well on this earth. When 
the “Esaus” of this world fight with the “Jacobs” of 
this world, the Esau always wins. But how about 
their ultimate outcome before God? What will it be 
like? Esau was someone who did not know about his 
weaknesses or shortcomings whereas Jacob knew 
them well. This was why Jacob was blessed and Esau 
was cursed. 

 
 

Cain and Abel 
 
In Genesis chapter 4, we can see the story of 

Cain and Abel. Between these two brothers, Abel 
was the one who was blessed by God but Cain was 
not; he was cursed by God. Both Cain and Abel were 
Adam’s sons, but why did one go to Heaven and the 
other son go to hell? The reason was that Cain went 
before God with his own works. God has established 
His criterion that He will choose only those who 
recognize their weaknesses and shortcomings. And, 
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based on this standard, God elected Abel who came 
before Him acknowledging his weaknesses and 
deficiencies. 

Cain was a farmer. He grew crops and offered 
them to God. A certain ignorant pastor said regarding 
this, “God said that He would not receive Cain’s 
offerings because they were leftovers from Cain’s 
table.” But this is absolute nonsense. Anyone who 
believes in God will never offer leftovers from what he 
or she has eaten. Even those who believe in false 
religions do their best to please their gods; therefore no 
one who believes in God brings something that was 
leftover from a meal. The actual reason God did not 
accept Cain’s offerings was because he offered his 
crops, which were the fruit of the land. God desired to 
receive live animals rather than crops from the earth. 

This Cain was very healthy like Esau, the first 
son of Isaac. But Abel was rather frail, just as his 
name means “breath.” As time went by, Abel tended 
sheep on the mountainside. And when he made 
sacrifices to God, he would take a lamb and cut it up 

and offer it before God. As he made these sacrifices, 
Abel professed, “God, receive this offering. I am 
someone who should have died like this lamb. But 
You have saved me who should have died like this 
offering. As you had saved my father and mother, so 
you have saved me as well. I am a person with 
weaknesses and deficiencies. I am someone who 
needs ransom to be made. I am someone who needs 
to receive the remission of sins through the offering 
of a sacrifice like this.” When God heard this, He 
wholly accepted Abel’s sacrifice. 

Dear fellow believers, you should take this truth 
into your minds and hearts. God called people with 
weaknesses, deficiencies and shortcomings like Abel. 
God clearly said it is His will that “the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls.” God’s blessings are given to 
those who are full of weaknesses and shortcomings. 
Cain, who went before God relying on his own 
merits was cursed, and Abel who acknowledged his 
weaknesses and deficiencies before God was blessed. 
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Actually, God set a mark on Cain, lest anyone 
found him and killed him (Genesis 4:15). God then 
said to Cain, “I have also blotted out all your sin. 
Whoever tries to kill you will receive a seven fold 
punishment. I will give you a mark of salvation so 
that nobody will be able to kill you or harm you.” 
But what did Cain do? He rejected this mark from 
God, and went away from the Lord God. So, it is 
proper that he would go to hell. 

 
 

The Woman Caught in the Act of Adultery  
 
In John chapter 8, there is the account of a 

woman who was caught in the act of adultery. Since 
she was caught in the act of adultery, what was to 
happen to her? If she was treated strictly according to 
what the Law said, then she should have been stoned 
to death. But despite this, Jesus said to this woman, 
“Neither do I condemn you.” At that time there were 
Pharisees and scribes gathered together along with 

many good and righteous people. Nevertheless, the 
only person who truly received God’s blessings was 
the woman who had been caught in the very act of 
adultery. All the rest were cursed by God. 

Dear fellow believers, what does this account 
teach us? Among the many people in this multitude, 
God blessed only the woman who had been caught in 
the act of adultery. Does this mean then that God 
blesses people who sin a lot and that He curses 
people who do not sin? No. All human beings cannot 
help but commit sin because of their weaknesses and 
shortcomings. We were all destined to go to hell. 
Everybody in this world must go to hell unless they 
are saved by God. In other words, the people who 
were gathered there were all the same in that they were 
all sinners. God, in order to teach the truth that He had 
come not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, 
blessed this woman who was considered by her 
accusers to have committed the gravest sin of all. 

Christians normally believe that they should be 
virtuous in every circumstance they are in. They say 
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things like, “Since we believe in God, we must live 
morally and ethically.” But this is something that 
should be discussed after they have truly received the 
remission of sins in their hearts and not before. If sin 
is still in their hearts, they must first respond to the 
calling of God who desires to cleanse sinners from 
their sins. Those who do not respond in the way God 
calls them, but rather attempt to go to Heaven by 
good deeds and service will assuredly be cursed by 
God like Esau was. Esau represents those who are 
cursed by God. You and I must take to heart today’s 
message from the Word of God and must not follow 
in the footsteps of Esau. 

 
 

The Higher Your Position in the Church 
Goes Up, the More Your Works Are 
Emphasized,  

 
When Christians hold higher positions within 

their churches, they emphasize their works even 

more. But God says that He never gives blessings in 
return for the works of human beings. Despite these 
words from God many false teachers solely put 
emphasis on virtuous works. Because you are a 
deacon or an evangelist, you must do this and that. 
They teach like this: “If you participate in all night 
prayer meetings or pray meetings for a hundred days, 
then you will receive a higher position in the church. 
If you tithe faithfully, you will become rich. And if 
you serve the church faithfully, this or that blessing 
will be given to you.” In this manner, works are 
greatly emphasized. False believers are able to follow 
after this, but a genuine saint who believes in God in 
truth cannot agree with this. There are so many 
clergymen in this world who lead Esau-like people to 
hell, but there are definitely also ministers who lead 
Jacob-like people before God so that they can receive 
His blessings. It is the same for lay people. There are 
some among the people of God whose status in 
society is high and their daily life is spotless in 
appearance but they truly know of their 
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insufficiencies and limitations before God, and so 
they respond to God’s calling through His Word and 
receive the blessings of the remission of sins. These 
types of people join the Church of God by 
responding to God’s calling. And they do absolutely 
not listen to the words of Esau-like pastors. 

Some people who hold positions in worldly 
churches quit their positions in these churches. They 
decide to do this, saying, “How can I be an elder 
when I am so weak and sinful like this? I will attend 
church as a lay believer instead.” Someone like this 
will look at our revival meeting poster which says, 
“Receive the Remission of Sins,” and will think to 
themselves, “Ah, according to God’s Word, the 
purpose of God stands not of works but of Him who 
calls and God desires to pour His blessings on me in 
this manner.” Such a person eventually receives the 
remission of sins and faithfully gives thanks to God. 
This person becomes a saint who truly praises the 
righteousness of God with thanksgiving, being a 
weak and insufficient person but having accepted 

God’s love. This person becomes a saint and a 
servant of God who always knows of his or her 
weaknesses and shortcomings, but at the same time, 
always boasts of the righteousness of God. 

Truly, the righteousness of man amounts to 
nothing. God has saved those of us who are not able 
to do anything with our own righteousness. God is 
right and we are wrong. And, God has given His 
blessings to those of us who are weak and deficient 
in all things. 

In this world, there are people who are like Esau 
and people who are like Jacob. Truly, when we 
examine the people in the Bible, they can be divided 
into these two groups. Those who are like Jacob go to 
Heaven, and those who are like Esau go to Hell. 
Everyone who attempts to live a good and moral life 
on this earth will end up going to Hell. And, those 
who think that they cannot enter into Heaven because 
of their deficiencies and shortcomings will end up in 
Heaven. How ironic this is!  

But take heed of this: People who were well off 
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on this earth—those with high positions in society, 
those with a lot of money, those who were good 
looking, those who had a lot of children, those whose 
businesses did well and those who did a lot of good 
works and helped others—all of these people are 
sitting in hell along with Esau. Those who are in 
Heaven are people who, although they are not 
capable in speech, are humble and weak, have 
received the remission of sins from God by 
recognizing their true selves. 

What does this all mean then? It means that God 
absolutely will not tolerate people who are proud. 
God has elected to send everyone who boasts in 
themselves to hell. God has decided this. And 
through this, He exhibits His Almighty power. God is 
saying, “There is no god other than Me. What do you 
boast in yourselves so much? You are people who 
only commit sins. I will cleanse you from all your 
sins and make you as white as snow. Return back to 
Me.” Even now, God is calling those who admit that 
they are grave sinners. 

Dear fellow believers, please think about this. 
Are there not many people even nowadays who are 
like Esau? Because they are strong like Esau, they 
are also very noisy. Because they have a lot of 
physical energy, after the first service on Sunday, 
they go into the prayer room down in the basement 
and pray some more. Are they plotting some political 
movement? What are they doing in the basement in 
the first place? As if they were yelling some political 
creed, they cry out, “Lord, Lord!” And they speak in 
tongues making sounds like that of goats and pigs. Is 
speaking in tongues truly like that? God made human 
beings to make the sounds of human beings. You 
must know this fact that when the disciple’s first 
spoke in tongues, people around them comprehended 
what they were speaking (Acts 2:6-11). 

The sermon that I am giving you today is not 
based on my own thoughts but is based on the Word 
of God. What I am speaking to you comes from 
Romans 9:10-13, which says, “And not only this, but 
when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even 
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by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being 
born, nor having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, 
‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is written, 
‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.’” God 
clearly loved Jacob and hated Esau. In other words, 
God loves those who seek after His mercy and those 
who pray for His salvation. Then, what kind of 
people must you all be? You must know your 
weaknesses, shortcomings and deficiencies before 
God and seek after His mercy. 

 
 

Are We like Jacob, or like Esau? 
 
What kind of people are we really? Are we like 

a Jacob or an Esau? We are little Jacobs. If we are 
truly like a Jacob, then we must accept the Word of 
God just as it has been spoken. If God has said that 
He has blotted out all our sins, then we must take 

Him by His Word and exclaim, “Hallelujah! You 
really saved me!”  

But what about people like this man Esau? They 
trust in and rely in their own strength and do not 
accept the Word of God. And because they do not 
recognize that they are sinners before God, they do 
not seek after the remission of sins from God. On the 
other hand, Jacob told a lie every time he spoke. He 
was a conniving person who deceived his brother and 
was someone who robbed his brother of his birthright 
by hanging onto the skirt of his mother. In short, he 
was a man who acknowledged his sinfulness. When 
someone who commits many sins and has 
acknowledged his sins like this hears God saying, “I 
will blot out all your sins and bless you,” he responds 
from his heart by saying “Thank You, my Lord!”  

In order to receive God’s blessings, Jacob 
pretended to be his elder brother before his father 
Isaac. He put on goatskins and changed his voice and 
said, “Father, your firstborn son Esau is here.” But 
then his father said, “But your voice sounds like 
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Jacob. Come closer.” When Isaac stroked Jacob he 
recognized him to be Esau because of this hair. And 
so Isaac said, “The voice sounds like Jacob, but from 
the hair on your skin, you must be Esau.” Then Isaac 
proceeded to bless Jacob with every blessing. I will 
speak more about this tomorrow.  

It is quite fortunate for us to be part of the 
people who are receiving God’s blessings like Jacob. 
We are truly fortunate. If things had been a little bit 
different, we could have been people like Esau. What 
would have happened if we would have been people 
who were like Esau? It would have been disastrous. 
Truly, God has led us thus far and made us to be like 
Jacob. We have become today’s Jacobs and accepted 
the salvation of God just the way it is. I am truly 
thankful to God for this. 

Truly, in the Kingdom of Heaven, only 
righteousness exists. If the God of Justice said that 
He has blotted out all our sins, then they have truly 
been blotted out. When God speaks we must believe 
Him and in His Word, and say, “Yes, Lord. You are 

right!” Then we will absolutely be blessed by God. 
But those who do not believe in the Word of God and 
say, “No, the Word of God is not true,” will 
absolutely receive curses. This is the clear principle 
which God has established. 

The Bible says, “What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! For He says 
to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will 
have compassion’” (Romans 9:14-15). There can be no 
unrighteousness with God. God established that if we 
become like Jacob we will be blessed and if we 
become like Esau we will be cursed. He says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I 
will have compassion.” Here, that God had mercy on 
human beings means God has shown pity on us. He 
says, “If I do not save you human beings who were 
created in My image, you will all go to hell and 
suffer forever. I cannot stand to see that happen. I 
feel pity on you so I cannot just watch this happen. I 
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am going to save you completely.” After creating us 
human beings with this plan in mind, because we 
were destined for hell because of the sins we had 
committed as Adam’s descendants, God took pity on 
us. God predetermined to love those who were like 
Jacob and hate those who were like Esau. God 
predetermined that those who come before Him to 
receive blessings based on their human efforts will be 
cursed. But He also predestined to save those who 
ask for His help because they are weak and sinful and 
cannot help but commit many sins although they 
want to do what is right. 

 
 

Who Are the Blessed before God?  
 
The blessed before God are those whom God 

has pity on. Then who are those who receive God’s 
curses? The curses of God will be upon those who 
continually boast before God of their righteousness, 
saying, “I fast and pray twice a week, made an 

offering of $50,000 for the church building project, 
will offer $100,000 more in the future, and I have 
never missed early Morning Prayer meetings.” God 
clearly said, “I will have mercy on whomever I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whomever I will have compassion.”  

Whether we receive God’s blessings or not is 
dependent on whether or not God shows pity on us. 
Remember this. Among the many individuals who 
appear in the Bible, those whom God showed pity on 
were blessed and those who were proud before Him 
were all cursed. This is why the Bible says, “So then 
it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of 
God who shows mercy” (Romans 9:16).  

Who is the person “who runs” here? It refers to 
Esau. As I mentioned in the introduction, Esau was a 
man of the field. It could have been possible that he 
ran the 100 meters in around 9 seconds. He was an 
incredible person. If he would go running, he would 
run so fast. It would take other people several strides 
to keep up with a single stride of his. What is God 
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saying to us from this passage? This Scripture 
passage says that God did not bless Esau because he 
ran so well.  

What does this all mean? It means that God’s 
blessings do not depend on the abilities of human 
beings. Rather, being blessed by God comes about 
only by receiving God’s compassion. Keep this in 
your mind. By receiving the mercy of God, we 
receive blessings, are made righteous, receive eternal 
life, and receive the blessings of the fatness of this 
earth. 

Therefore, in order to become righteous, we 
must receive the pity of God. It is false pride to 
confess, “God, I am a sinner. Even though I have sin, 
because I believe in You, You must ignore my sin. I 
believe that You will allow me to enter Heaven 
because I believe in You.” But the Almighty God has 
already established this principle: Whoever has sin 
must go to hell. God has established this principle by 
saying, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
Then, what will happen if a person thinks to himself 

or herself, “God is merciful and full of love so He 
will not judge me?”  

God will then say to such a person, “Do you 
know Me that well? You are indeed like Esau who 
was to be cursed.”  

This person will then respond, “No, that is not 
just. I pray for repentance everyday and do 
everything right.”  

Then God will say to them, “But how do you 
know me? Your thoughts and My thoughts are 
different. Be cursed and go to Hell.”  

“Why do You treat me like this even as I believe 
in You?”  

“You are not one of My children. I have never 
had pity on you. Do I remove your sins each and 
every day? The wages of sin is death. In order to blot 
out the sins of the world once and for all, I sent My 
Son and have perfectly accomplished your salvation. 
But you want me to forgive you of your sins again 
and again? If this be so then I would have to send my 
Son again. In order to pay the price, blood must be 
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shed. And you are telling Me that I must send my 
Son again and have Him be nailed on that horrendous 
Cross again and again. You cursed one! You are like 
the Devil. Just go into hell.”  

God will pronounce these things in a much more 
horrific manner. And God will cast such a person 
into the fire that never goes out. The God of Justice 
will never tolerate people like this. 

Of course, the salvation of the remission of sins 
is completed by the shedding of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. Nevertheless, salvation is accomplished by 
the water, the blood and the Spirit, not only by the 
blood. Firstly, we must have our sins washed away. 
By believing in the baptism of Jesus Christ, we must 
receive the remission of sins. To not believe in the 
water, the blood and the Spirit wholly, but to seek to 
receive the remission of sins everyday is to run as 
Esau did. Regarding the blessings of the remission of 
sins, God says that it cannot be given to those who 
run. No matter how much we serve others, do 
virtuous deeds, do missions work, establish churches, 

give material offerings, do charity work or do 
evangelism, in order to be saved by God, we must 
receive pity from Him. We must ask God for His 
pity, asking, “God I was destined to go to hell. Please 
save me.” We will receive God’s blessing of 
salvation when we fully understand the mystery of 
baptism with the heart that the Son of God bore all of 
our sins in the Jordan River and when we also 
understand that the punishment on the Cross was to 
bear the punishment of hell in our place. Only 
through faith in the Word of the salvation of God can 
we receive the blessings of God. 

 
 

All Things Are of God and through Him 
and to Him  

 
God said, “So then it is not of him who wills, 

nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy” 
(Romans 9:16). Everyone desires to go to Heaven, 
this is a fact. But the fact that everyone desires to go 
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to Heaven does not mean everyone will go to 
Heaven. And we cannot try to bribe God either. Then 
how can we enter into Heaven? We can enter Heaven 
through our faith in God. Whether we will eventually 
be blessed or cursed depends on genuine faith that 
believes in God.  

The Bible says, “For of Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. 
Amen” (Romans 11:36). Dear fellow believers, all 
things are of God, or in other words, come from God. 
Even if we believe in Jesus in order to go to Heaven, 
if there is even a speck of sin in our hearts, then we 
must go to hell. Only those who hear and believe the 
Word that Jesus blotted out all their sins and accept 
the love and grace of God can also receive all of 
these blessings and receive eternal life which God 
gives to those who admit their wretchedness.  

Therefore, we must know exactly how God has 
saved us. One must not be ignorant of this Truth and 
simply believe in this Truth as their hearts desires or 
dictates. Do you think that because you attend a large 

church and speak in tongues that you will go to 
Heaven? Just because we human beings want to be 
blessed by God does not mean that we will 
necessarily be blessed by Him. Just because someone 
earnestly desires and tries to go to Heaven does not 
mean that this person will be allowed to enter 
Heaven. Rather, God has already chosen those who 
will be blessed and those who will be cursed. Those 
who trust in their own strength as Esau did receive 
God’s curses. However, those who know their true 
sinful selves, those who listen attentively to the Word 
of God, and those who honor the Law of God and 
acknowledge that they cannot keep the 613 
commandments which prohibit us from doing this or 
that—these are the humble who receive Heaven as 
their own. God has clearly and definitely elected to 
do this. God only saves those who tremble with fear 
before His Word. He saves those who acknowledge 
the Law of God and the Word of God, and those who 
know that they are grave sinners who were only 
destined for hell. God has elected to bless those who 
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openly admit after hearing the Word of God and 
confess, saying, “I have an evil heart and I sin a lot. 
Yes, it is as Your Word says Lord.” In other words, 
God has established to save only those who say from 
the heart, “Yes, You are right,” in regards to 
whatever He says. 

Truly, many people believe in Jesus because 
they want to go to Heaven. But not every Christian 
will be able to go to Heaven. Let’s listen in to the 
conversation between two people, Jim and Mark, for 
a minute.  

Jim says, “I’ve believed in Jesus for twenty 
years and I’m part of a large denomination. Why 
should I go to hell?”  

Mark says, “Then do you not have any sin in 
your heart since you have believed in Jesus for so 
long now?”  

Jim replies, “Of course, I do have sin.”  
Mark says, “If you have sin, how can you go to 

Heaven?”  
Jim says, “One goes to Heaven just by believing 

in Jesus only.”  
Mark then says, “How do you get to Heaven 

when you still have sin in your heart?”  
Jim replies, “Even if I have sin, because I 

believe in Jesus, He will look upon me as being 
righteous, and so I will be able to get into Heaven.”  

Mark then says to this, “Then you are making 
God out to be a liar.”  

Of these two people, who will go to Heaven? It 
is Mark who believes that the sin in one’s heart is 
completely blotted out by Jesus who came by the 
water and the blood. When we believe in the Word of 
God that He has blotted out all our sins, then the sins 
in our hearts are completely removed. The reason is 
that the Word of God has power just like God 
Himself. Therefore, a person who has truly receives 
the remission of sins before God does not have any 
sin left in his or her heart. And this person has 
accepted God’s blessings and salvation not in his or 
her own merits but by God’s grace. 

God’s election does not mean that He chose 
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some and did not choose others arbitrarily. God 
chose everyone the same, but those like Esau who 
boast in their flesh, God cast away. God, who is full 
of love, does not say unconditionally, “I love you and 
I don’t love that person.” Because human beings are 
all weak and all need His mercy, God calls everyone 
in this world within His righteousness. He says, 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” He says, “Come to 
Me those who are heavy laden and are heading for 
hell.” Yes. The Lord has indeed called everyone unto 
Himself within His grace of salvation. Nevertheless, 
there are those who say that they are not lacking or 
insufficient in anything from their standpoints. But 
there are others who acknowledge that if God sends 
them to Heaven, they will go there, and if He sends 
them to hell they will end up going there. God has 
chosen to bless only those who acknowledge what 
their true selves are like. 

Dear fellow believers, how many times is a 
street vendor allowed to shout out and solicit 

customers for business? It is entirely up to that street 
vendor. When even street vendors do shout out to 
solicit customers as they please, why cannot 
Almighty God do as He pleases in regards to sending 
us to Heaven or hell, or gives us blessings or curses? 
Although people may believe in Jesus the same, 
some as they were elected and chosen by God will go 
to Heaven, and those who are not chosen will go to 
hell. This is the will of God. 

“For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, ‘For 
this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may 
show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.’ Therefore He has mercy on 
whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. You 
will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For 
who has resisted His will?’ But indeed, O man, who 
are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me 
like this?’ Does not the potter have power over the 
clay, form the same lump to make one vessel for 
honor and another for dishonor? What if God, 
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wanting to show His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He might 
make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 
even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but 
also of the Gentiles? As He says also in Hosea:  

‘I will call them My people, who were not My 
people,  

And her beloved, who was not beloved.’  
‘And it shall come to pass in the place where it 

was said to them,  
‘You are not my people,’  
There they shall be called sons of the living 

God’” (Romans 9:17-26). 
In conclusion, the summary of the above 

passage of Scripture is as follows: God softens the 
hearts of those who deserve to be blessed and 
hardens the hearts of those who deserve to be cursed. 
The fact that Almighty God does as He pleases to 
those whom He wills is in order to reveal His power. 

In order to reveal His power as God and to show 
what His judgment is like, God hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh. What if Pharaoh would have said to God, 
“You are God and I am a human being, so I surrender 
to You. Please be merciful to me. I am only human. 
Why are you rebuking me? Then Pharaoh would 
have been able to receive the genuine remission of 
sins from God. 

Nevertheless, when Pharaoh heard the Word of 
God, he said, “What! Who is Jehovah God that He 
should meddle in my affairs?” When things got a bit 
difficult, Pharaoh would act as if he was obeying 
God, but when things got better, he then would 
antagonize God once again. God allowed Satan to 
harden the heart of Pharaoh. And so Satan spoke to 
Pharaoh, saying, “You should not submit to God. No 
matter what anyone says, you are the king. The king 
of Egypt is the king of the whole world.” And so 
Pharaoh resisted God over the course of the ten 
plagues, even after his eldest son was killed by God. 
As he would not cast away his own self righteousness 
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and pursued after the Israelites, God eventually 
destroyed him in the Red Sea. 

Dear fellow believers, why do you think 
Pharaoh’s heart was so hardened at that time. God 
purposefully hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that the 
whole world could know how stern and precise 
God’s wrath and judgment is. Be aware of this. God 
shows mercy on those whom He wishes, and to those 
He wishes to show His wrath God hardens their 
hearts. The Almighty God can do this. Is it wrong for 
God to do this? No. Our God who created the 
universe and everything in it can do as He pleases. 
Thus, anyone who cries out before God, “I’m weak 
and helpless. Please help me,” will receive mercy 
from God. But if anyone listens to the Word of God 
and then hardens his heart, this person will be judged, 
cursed and sent to hell. This is to show us how 
fearful and how accurate God’s judgment is and to 
reveal to us the power of the Almighty God. 

There are those on this earth who confess, 
saying, “I’m really weak and helpless, but God, 

please save me. If You save me, I can go to Heaven 
and if not I will go to hell. It is not up to me. It is in 
Your Hands.” To people like this, God pours out His 
blessings upon them by saying, “You should believe 
in Me. I have saved you. I sent My Son and He bore 
the sins that you commit until the day you die by 
being baptized in the Jordan River. Do you believe 
this? And, I had My Son to be judged on the Cross. I 
killed My Son so that He could die in your stead. My 
Sons’ death is your death, and His resurrection is 
your resurrection. By raising My Son from the dead, 
I made you alive.” Those who believe in and 
acknowledge the Word of God will receive God’s 
mercy and His pity. God says, “You are My child. 
That arrogant angel opposed Me and challenged Me, 
but I have defeated him completely. Even though you 
were My mere creation, you now are My children 
because you have received My love and pity.”  
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It Is Absolutely Up to God 
 
Truly, it is up to the All-Mighty God to either 

bless or curse us. And, there is not any injustice in 
God when He blesses or curses us. People who 
challenge God over His Word although they are 
nothing more than His creatures deserve to go to hell 
and be cursed. Nevertheless, God who is full of love 
had pity on even these types of people and blotted 
out all their sins. And so, whoever repents and turns 
back from one’s sinful ways will be able to receive the 
remission of sins from God. God says, “Do you know 
that you are wrong? Do you know that you are heading 
for hell? I have already blotted out all your sins by 
sending My Son to this earth. Receive the remission of 
sins by believing in My Son whom I have sent to you 
and by receiving My love of compassion towards you. 
Then if you do this, times of refreshing will come from 
Me and you will receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. You 
will also receive the blessings of becoming the 
righteous and My children.” 

Dear beloved saints, we do not have the right to 
challenge God over His acts for God is the Creator 
and we are nothing but His creatures. It is written, 
“What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, and that He might make known the riches 
of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had 
prepared beforehand for glory” (Romans 9:22-23). We 
were born as the descendants of Adam who were to 
receive God’s wrath. If we were to be judged by our 
works then we were destined for hell; if we were to 
be judged by our thoughts, we also were destined for 
hell; and no matter how much effort we put into our 
lives, we were the objects of God’s wrath from our 
very birth. Nevertheless, so that we could know the 
power of His salvation, He endured with much 
longsuffering, overlooked our wrongdoings, and 
saved those of us who were the vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction. God made us His children 
not because we had done something good, but 
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because He predestined to make us His children by 
clothing us in His love and mercy. This is further 
explained by the following passage of Scripture: 
“What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, and that He might make known the 
riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He 
had prepared beforehand for glory.” 

When God created man, He made him in His 
image. But Satan enticed man and made him disobey 
the Word of God. He made us fall into sin with 
temptations and to have unbelief towards God. God 
had us humans to be born on this earth in order to 
make us His children. He did not create us because 
He was bored or had nothing else to do. Therefore, 
the above passage, “He might make known the riches 
of His glory on the vessels of mercy,” refers to God’s 
providence that intended to make human beings His 
children and the righteous. 

What shall we then say of His righteous 

determination? We cannot help but say, “God is 
righteous.” The Word of God goes on to say, 
“[Aren’t these vessels] even us whom He called, not 
of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?  

As He says also in Hosea:  
‘I will call them My people, who were not My 

people, 
And her beloved, who was not beloved.’ 
‘And it shall come to pass in the place where it 

was said to them, 
‘You are not My people,’ 
There they shall be called sons of the living 

God’” (Romans 9:24-26).  
Hosea married Gomer who was a renowned 

whore. It was because God said to Hosea, “Go, take 
yourself a wife of harlotry 

And children of harlotry,  
For the land has committed great harlotry  
By departing from the LORD” (Hosea 1:2). So 

he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, 
and she conceived and bore him two sons and a 
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daughter. But whenever Gomer gave birth to a child, 
God declared a curse onto the people of Israel for 
their betrayal against Him.  

However, God did not discard His people to the 
end. He eventually gave a promise of salvation to His 
people, saying,  

“Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth,  
And I will have mercy on her who had not 

obtained mercy;  
Then I will say to those who were not My 

people,  
‘You are My people!’  
And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’” (Hosea 2:23).  
What does this Scripture passage really mean? 

The Book of Hosea teaches us that even when the 
Israelites nation worshiped and whored after idols, 
God still loved them. And He loves all of humanity 
in the same way. We were people who had to admit 
that we were not God’s children originally. In reality, 
we were the children of wrath. We were the children 
of destruction. Nevertheless, through the love of 

God, by His salvation and His blessing, we are now 
called His children. 

Dear fellow believers, please take heed of this. 
God’s blessing and curses are predetermined. He has 
established this principle: If we are like Esau we will 
be cursed, and if we are like Jacob then we will be 
blessed. This principle is the Election of God. Do you 
believe this?  

Nevertheless, the people of this world 
misinterpret today’s Scripture passage in their 
ignorance. Their understanding of this passage of 
Scripture is that God chooses some and rejects others 
unconditionally. They propagate this askew doctrine 
by saying, “Look, when Jacob and Esau were still in 
their mother’s womb, not having done anything, did 
not God love one and hate the other? Those who are 
going to Heaven have been selected and chosen 
beforehand unconditionally. And, even if one 
believes in Jesus fervently, if the person is not chosen 
then this person will go to hell.” This is a completely 
erroneous interpretation. They have left out God’s 
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compassion from this whole matter. They have 
ignored the plan of God. Truly, this is a grave 
misunderstanding. 

 
 

Let Us Respond to the Calling of God and 
Stand in the Line of Jacob 

 
All human beings are born sinners. But those 

who accept the love of God and those who 
acknowledge one hundred percent that God has 
wholly saved them receive His mercy and become 
saved. Those who talk back and ask God in 
opposition to His Word, saying, “Why is it like that?” 
will go to hell. Those who boast in their 
denominations, challenge the Word of God hiding 
behind the forest of their denominations as Adam did 
in Genesis 3, and believe in God based on their own 
thoughts will go to hell. God has elected to send 
people like this to hell. 

Every theologian in this world maintains that 

this Scripture passage supports the doctrine of 
election. But the Bible never teaches this.  

God says, 
“For I desire mercy and not sacrifice,  
And the knowledge of God more than burnt 

offerings” (Hosea 6:6).  
And He also says, “(For the children not yet 

being born, nor having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works but of Him who calls), it was said 
to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is 
written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated’” 
(Romans 9:11-13). The Lord then goes on to say, “So 
then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, 
but of God who shows mercy” (Romans 9:16). 

Dear fellow believers, I ask that all of you 
answer God’s call. Then we will all be Jacob-like 
people. Jacob did not have any righteousness of his 
own. He did exactly as his mother told him to do and 
as The Word of God said. God pours out His 
compassion upon those who acknowledge that they 
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are destined and deserve to go to hell. Someone who 
knows that they are on the way to hell will ask God 
for His compassion and pity, crying out, “Please 
Lord, send me to Heaven.” God saves such a person. 
But God will send to hell those who say something 
like, “Why should I go to hell? I am much better than 
most people and there are many worse people than 
myself.”  

This is what God has elected to do. Thus, in this 
manner, God’s blessings and curses are given 
according to God’s election. Therefore, if we truly 
want to receive God’s blessings, we must be in the 
line of Jacob, and if we desire to be cursed then we 
must be in the line of Esau.  

Almost all current church movements which we 
can see around us are in the line of Esau. They boast 
in their power to influence, the legitimacy and the 
long history of their denomination, and the fact that 
their church members number several hundred 
thousand. Those who boast and talk about how large 
a tract of land their church owns are in the line of 

Esau and these people will receive God’s curses. God 
has determined to curse such people.  

But those who are in the line of Jacob say, “We 
truly don’t have anything at all. Our church pastor 
has nothing to boast of in the flesh, but he is without 
sin. I have decided to live my spiritual life under the 
guidance of such a pastor who is without sin. Our 
pastor told us that it is not because of anything that 
he has done that he is without sin. He said that God 
has blotted out all his sins once and for all. So, that is 
the reason he has received the remission of sins. 
When I asked him if I could receive the remission of 
sins as well, he said I surely could. When I heard the 
Word of God being spoken to me, I realized that not 
only my pastor’s sins were removed but all of my 
sins were blotted out as well. The sins of the whole 
world were removed. I have been made righteous by 
faith. I am in the line of Jacob and I have thus been 
blessed.” 

A person who is in the line of Jacob therefore 
exclaims, “Hallelujah! Let us praise our Lord! Let us 
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praise the Lamb of God! Lord God, You are exalted 
high above all things, and You are Mighty! Your 
Truth is just and righteous. We have done nothing 
good in this world, but we have been saved by your 
salvation.” This person is full of love, joy and 
happiness. 

Let us stand in the line of Jacob. Let us receive 
the blessings from God. If we fall away from this 
line, it will be the end for us. Let us praise the Lord. 
You and I fortunately somehow have found ourselves 
in the line of Jacob, and we are truly thankful for this. 
We were the ones heading for hell, but by being 
called to be God’s children, we have been saved out 
of His love for us. Truly, we were not God’s people. 
Therefore, we give even more thanks and glory to 
our God who has called us to be His people.  
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In Whom Did God 
Find Joy? 

 
 

< Genesis 25:19-34 > 
“This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s 

son. Abraham begot Isaac. Isaac was forty years 
old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of 
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of 
Laban the Syrian. Now Isaac pleaded with the 
LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and 
the LORD granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived. But the children struggled together 
within her; and she said, ‘If all is well, why am I 
like this?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD. 
And the LORD said to her:  

‘Two nations are in your womb,  
Two peoples shall be separated from your 

body;  
One people shall be stronger than the other, 

And the older shall serve the younger.’  
So when her days were fulfilled for her to 

give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy 
garment all over; so they called his name Esau. 
Afterward his brother came out, and his hand 
took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called 
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore 
them.  

So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild 
man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau 
because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came 
in from the field, and he was weary. And Esau 
said to Jacob, ‘Please feed me with that same red 
stew, for I am weary.’ Therefore his name was 
called Edom. But Jacob said, ‘Sell me your 
birthright as of this day.’  

And Esau said, ‘Look, I am about to die; so 
what is this birthright to me?’ Then Jacob said, 
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‘Swear to me as of this day.’ So he swore to him, 
and sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob gave 
Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and 
drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau 
despised his birthright.” 

 
 

Esau and Jacob 
 
Today’s Scripture passage speaks about Isaac’s 

twin sons, Jacob and Esau. If you understand the will 
of God towards Jacob and Esau, then you will be able 
to know 95% of the will of God. Abraham’s son 
Isaac gave birth to twins, Jacob and Esau. And when 
they were still inside their mother Rebekah’s womb, 
our Lord said, “Two nations are in your womb, two 
peoples shall be separated from your body; one 
people shall be stronger than the other, and the older 
shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23). And then 
the Scriptures tell us, “And the first came out red. He 
was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his 

name Esau. Afterward his brother came out, and his 
hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was 
called Jacob” (Genesis 25:25-26). 

God said that the older shall serve the younger. 
In other words, He teaches us here that all the people 
will be distinguished by two different kinds like these 
twins. What does this all mean? It means that there 
are people who receive the blessing from God while 
others do not receive any blessings. As shown in 
today’s Scripture passage, Jacob was a quiet man. He 
was a man who stayed inside his home taking good 
care of house work along with his mother. On the 
other hand, Esau was the complete opposite, a man of 
the field who liked to hunt.  

Looking at the faiths of these two kinds of 
people, which one is the approved faith? The life of 
Jacob and his faith is the correct one. Jacob did not 
go out into the world, but rather, he stayed at home 
and took good care of his home. Dear fellow 
believers, what does this mean? Jacob’s way of life 
means that he led a life of following the Lord inside 
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God’s Church after being born again through the 
remission of sins before the Lord.  

You and I are the same. Whatever I may do, if I 
do it by uniting myself with the righteousness of the 
Lord, I always will feel happy and joyful. If I do 
God’s work and not do the work that is related to this 
world, that is, if I do the work that is related to God 
and His Church and serving souls, then I will be able 
to be fruitful, enjoy great satisfaction, and feel at 
ease, even though no great results may come from 
that work.  

Even when Jacob and Esau were still inside 
their mother’s womb, God said that they will be 
divided into two nations and two people and that the 
older would serve the younger. This is telling us that 
Jacob, who lived with God, was one of the people of 
God, but Esau, who was not like that, was not one of 
His people. Let’s now look deeper into this part by 
taking a look at Jacob, the quiet one. 

 
 

How Must You and I Lead a Life of Faith? 
 
We must lead a life of faith like this Jacob. We 

have to take good care of our house work, sweeping 
the courtyard, fixing up the fences, and running 
errands well. In whom does God find joy? He finds 
joy in people who quietly and faithfully work inside 
their homes and do not go out into the world. Doing 
house chores all day and greeting guests might seem 
like a highly trivial affair to us, but our Lord finds 
joy in people who do such work. It is actually so. If 
we don’t go out into the world and do something 
spectacular, and if we dwell inside God’s Church and 
carry out the work that is related to God’s Church, 
that is, related to the spreading of the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit while leading our family lives, 
school lives, and vocational lives, then our hearts will 
feel blessed and be full of worth and joy. And God 
will allow us to bear beautiful spiritual fruits. 

We the righteous agonize a lot over how we 
should lead a life of faith after receiving the 
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remission of sins. And so, there are people who have 
this hope to serve the Lord by making money by 
running a big business. The reality is that there are 
many different types of people. But what do you 
think God really wants from us? He wants to find 
those who are united by faith doing His righteous 
work. Working inside God’s Church may not be 
something so grand, but our Lord finds joy in those 
who carry out God’s work quietly within the Church. 
To carry out the work of spreading the gospel by faith 
is the correct life of faith. The Bible says, “Therefore, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). This verse 
tells us to do things for the glory of God, whether 
eating or drinking, it tells us to do none other than the 
work of God. In contrast, it can be said that to do 
secular work outside the Church isn’t a genuine life 
of faith. God does not want us to give back the glory 
to Him by doing worldly work in abundance. 
Furthermore, He won’t even accept such glory. 

Now then, what kind of faith does God 

genuinely want from us, and what kind of faith does 
He find joy in? It is none other than the work of the 
righteousness of God. In other words, the work of 
God’s righteousness is to spread His gospel of the 
water and the Spirit by believing in it and by uniting 
with God’s Church after receiving salvation from 
sins. All the necessary work that we do in order to 
spread the gospel of the water and the Spirit, that is, 
offering prayers and doing the work of spreading the 
Word from God Himself, is what God finds most joy 
in. There are many effective means and channels 
through which we can preach this gospel of the 
righteousness of God. We offer our hands, feet, and 
body to the Lord, and we carry out the work of 
spreading the gospel Word that the Lord has 
entrusted us with by using all sorts of means, such as 
paper books and electronic books. And our Lord 
finds joy in people like us who do that work well 
regardless of our positions.  

You and I must lead such a life of faith. You 
must know that those who receive praise from many 
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worldly Christians are the enemies of God. Do you 
not know that the enemies of God are those who 
receive praise from worldly people? If you are 
receiving praise from worldly people, then you are 
carrying out works which revile God. When 
Christians return glory to God by receiving praise 
from worldly people, do you think God will accept 
such glory? This is a great misunderstanding. God 
does not find joy in that. If people of this world 
praise you, this only means that you are a false 
prophet, as the Lord Jesus said, “Woe to you when all 
men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets” (Luke 6:26). The people our God 
wants to find are those who spread the Word of God 
and preach about Jesus Christ, who is Life. This is 
what God really wants. 

As we look at Jacob, we must think carefully 
about how we should lead our life of faith. For us, 
what kind of life of faith is really the proper life of 
faith? The proper life of faith is to put all our efforts 
into the work of spreading this God-given gospel of 

the righteousness of God, that is, the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. To work night and day without 
rest in order to deliver the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to the people of the world is truly worthy of 
blessing. This is the proper life of faith. 

How must we, the genuine Christians, live? The 
work we must do now is the work of sharing with the 
people of the world this gospel which our Lord has 
entrusted us with. What else is there for us to do 
except for this glorious work? There is none. Our Lord 
tells us that Jacob was a mild person. Jacob wasn’t a man 
of the field. He did not even know how to hunt, let alone 
hold a bow and arrow. And so, his mother told him that 
since his father had asked for a savory dish which he 
loves, he should kill two choice young goats from the 
flock and bring them to her to be cooked. Afterwards, 
Jacob carried this savory plate of food to his father, 
offered it to him, and thus, received the prayer of 
blessing from him. In this manner, he received the 
blessing not by his own fleshly powers but by having 
worked according to what his mother had told him. 
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God Hates People Who Are like Esau 
 
Jacob was a total opposite to Esau. Esau was 

Jacob’s older brother. Esau was a man of the field. 
He was an unjust man who sought only the things of 
the flesh. When his father told him to bring him 
savory food, he hoped to receive the prayer of 
blessing by offering it with the spoils of his hunt, for 
he was a man of the field, and so he offered his father 
this savory food he made, but far from receiving a 
blessing, he received a curse. 

God likes people like Jacob and hates people of 
the field. Christians can thus be divided into these 
two types: People of faith who do the work of God 
and people of the flesh who do not do the work of 
God. Even among those who profess to believe in the 
righteousness of God, there are people like Jacob, 
and on the other hand, there are people who are like 
Esau in spirit even though they dwell inside God’s 
Church. These people who are like Esau continually 
obstruct the work of God from within God’s Church. 

What kind of people are they? They are those who 
actually do not believe in the righteousness of God 
but pretend to. People like this are those who try to 
govern and oppress the true saints who believe in the 
righteousness of God even though they themselves 
have not been born again and have not actually 
received the remission of sins. Just like Satan, they 
are hunters who hunt souls like Esau. Hence, they are 
false believers. Such people are the wicked whom 
God hates the most. 

Esau, who appears in today’s Scripture reading, 
was a man of the field, and God did not find joy in 
him. But in contrast, Jacob was said to be a man 
whom God found joy in, and we also learn that Jacob 
was a mild man who dwelt in tents. In this world, 
there are people who belong to Esau and then there 
are those who belong to Jacob. All those who belong 
to Esau will be cursed. They are those who live out 
their lives relying on their own strength. These are 
fleshly people who are like Esau, that is, those who 
do not accept the Word of God just as it is, think on 
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their own, and lead a wicked life of faith by having 
made up their own fleshly plans and notions within 
God’s Church. And these people leave the Church 
eventually and live according to their own will. 
Though they say they believe in Jesus as the Savior, 
they are wicked people who lead a life only for their 
own flesh and according to their own desires.  

If you want to follow the righteousness of Jesus, 
you must obey the Word of God. By attending the 
Church of God, you must be born again by having 
accurate knowledge of the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. After that, you must preach the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit which is the righteousness of 
the Lord. If a man were to try to preach the gospel 
without being truly born-again, then that man is 
without a doubt someone like Esau. Esau was a man 
of strong legalistic faith. Esau was like clergymen 
who are ignorant of the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit. Such people are the spiritual swindlers who 
exist inside Christianity. They are like Esau who was 
accursed.  

Even though Jacob and Esau were born and 
raised by the same parents, why is it that Jacob was 
so blessed while Esau was cursed? Esau was cursed 
spiritually because he lived his life relying on his 
own fleshly strength. From a fleshly perspective, 
Jacob’s disposition could be seen as being worse than 
that of Esau, and furthermore, Jacob had more 
wickedness. But Jacob did not live according to his 
own desires. Rather, he did all things by obeying 
what his mother told him to do.  

Jacob’s mother, Rebekah, represents the Church 
of God today. In other words, rather than doing 
things according to his own will, Jacob obeyed the 
will of God’s Church. Sadly, today there are so many 
wicked soul hunters like this looking for people to 
devour. How do you think these hunters would enjoy 
themselves by hunting for other souls? They enjoy 
themselves by making other souls go to hell by making 
them believe blindly in Jesus even though they 
themselves have not been born again. They certainly 
have a lot of fun doing this. If the true saints are left 
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alone, they can save souls by preaching to them the true 
gospel, but these wicked hunters have been killing 
people who should not die, and keeping people alive 
who should not live, by them continually lying to people 
(Ezekiel 13:19). You can’t imagine just how joyful it 
must be for them to be doing such wicked work. 

There are few joys in life, and among them is the 
joy of eating. There also are the joy of fleshly pleasures 
and the joy of hunting or fishing. But the greatest among 
of them is hunting or fishing. When you hunt with a rifle, 
animals are killed with its bullets and they die by 
bleeding to death, and people say that this is so enjoyable 
to see that happening. As you see an animal losing its life 
by your shooting it, you feel an ecstasy as though you 
have conquered something.  

Soul hunters have this same feeling. As they roam 
around from place to place, they find happiness in 
hunting souls that should not die. But God abhors the 
work that they do. Instead, He gives blessing to those 
who believe in and spread the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. God never gives His blessing to people of the 

field. Instead, He gives His blessing to those who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 

 
 

There Are Just Too Many Soul Hunters in 
This Day and Age 

 
In this day and age, there are too many Esau’s, 

that is, men of the field who hunt souls. In contrast, 
the number of people who are like Jacob is just few 
in number. The number of saints who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit throughout the 
world is quite small, that is, the numbers of Jacobs 
are extremely small. Yet, the number of Esau’s, the 
men of the field, is very large that they overflow.  

Dear fellow believers, I want you to know that 
for human beings, hunting is something quite 
amusing. I think these people have been hunting so 
many animals that now they have run out of a worthy 
game. And so, I think they might be now trying to 
slip inside the Church of God and carry on with their 
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work of hunting for souls. When they hunt, 
something to eat appears right away. With the catch 
of just one deer, a group of people can be fed. People 
are drawn to these places where hunted animals are. 
In other words, churches that are ministered by the 
non-born again Esau-like pastors appear to make a 
revival, but in reality they hunt for souls and perform 
pseudo ministries. They seem to grow enormous. 
What does this mean? The reality proves beyond 
doubt that there are many liars and frauds in this 
world. 

Dear fellow believers, you must know that these 
types of ministries performed by all those who have 
not been truly born-again are the work of Esau-type 
pastors. We just think of them as those who have not 
been born again. But this is not the end of the story. I 
want you to realize that those who conduct outreach 
ministries without having faith in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit are horrific hunters of souls. 
Therefore, we should not think mildly of them as 
those who have not been born again. You must rather 

view them as soul-hunters that will kill your souls. 
Our Lord said that those who belong to the Esau 

family are people of the field. Esau and Jacob, even 
though these two men may have been twin brothers, 
did not have the same faith. They were brothers, but 
in actuality, they were the representatives of two 
different nations. And the faiths of the two differed 
from one another greatly. One of them was a man 
who received new life for having received the 
remission of sins from God, and thus was a blessed 
man in both body and in spirit. While the other one 
obstructed God’s work and fell into becoming a 
hunter of souls who acts as the Devil servant that 
kills people’s souls. And so, when we view 
Christians, we must recognize that there are two 
different types of people in the Christian community. 
We must not simply view them with the thought, 
“That person has not been born again. He is truly 
pitiful.” If we were to view them like this but do not 
have the ability to preach to them the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, then we would only be inflicting 
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scars on them. We should be clear about what kind of 
people our opponents are spiritually, and then we 
should without fail prescribe the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit to them.  

There are two types of non-born again 
Christians. There are those who do not even know 
who Jesus is despite having faith in Jesus as the 
Savior, while there are those who know who Jesus is 
but do not know about Him who has come by the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. We should view 
them as the lost sheep. As for those who seek after 
other souls even as they themselves have not been born 
again, we should view them as soul hunters, just like 
Esau. And you should know and believe that this is a 
fact written in the Bible. These soul-hunters continue to 
put in their efforts, unaware that they are in fact killing 
the souls of people. They are those who kill souls that 
should not die and then snatch the flesh as their loot. 
There are just too many people around like this. You 
and I should be watchful against those who kill the 
souls of people and plunder their property.  

The Righteous Must Battle against These Soul 
Hunters 

 
What kind of people must you and I battle 

against? They are none other than the hunters of 
souls, like that of Esau. On this earth, there are wars 
that still wage on, and one of those wars is the war 
between Jacob and Esau. Until the last day of this 
world, this war will continue. You can see Israelis 
and Palestinians still fighting each other despite 
having agreed on a pact. The people of Israel and the 
people of Palestine are originally descendants of 
Isaac, but they fight each other non stop. Take a look 
at the descendants of Abraham and the descendants 
of his son Isaac. Dear fellow believers, Isaac and 
Ishmael were both children of Abraham, but their 
mothers were different. Isaac was born of Abraham’s 
wife Sarah, but Ishmael was born of her maid 
servant, Hagar. What does this represent from a 
spiritual perspective? Each of them having a different 
mother means that the churches they attend and serve 
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are different. Isaac was a child having been born 
again by the gospel of the water and the Spirit in the 
Church of God, but Ishmael was a child having been 
born by flesh, not by the righteousness of God. This 
is why even now these two types of nations continue 
to aim their guns at each other. Though they 
originated from the same father, they continue to 
fight. It is because their faiths are not the same. 

When we encounter other people’s souls, we 
must face them in earnest with the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit, as if we are engaging in an 
actual war. Knowing that our opponents are tied up 
in sins, we must fight courageously by having faith in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit. We must not 
think of them simply as “the servants who have not 
been born-again yet.” They are like Esau, the hunters 
of souls. We must defeat these soul-hunters with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Only then will we 
be able to save the sheep of God perfectly. We must 
not be lenient to them like a good-hearted gentleman. 
We must realize that people who merely have not 

been born again are simply the lost sheep that have 
all too little knowledge about the righteousness of the 
Lord, but as for those who run around arduously 
without even having been born again, we must 
realize that they are the very soul-hunters like Esau. 

 
 

We Must Learn Jacob’s Faith Well 
 
You and I who believe in the gospel of the water 

and the Spirit are those who possess Jacob’s faith. 
Jacob was a man who worked in the kitchen staying 
close to his mother, went anywhere his mother went, 
received instructions from his mother, and followed 
it. Like this, Jacob was a man who quietly took care 
of the house work. What kind of faith must we then 
have? Must we become someone like Esau or 
someone like Jacob? Without a doubt, we must 
become someone like Jacob.  

However, even for us, there is this tendency to 
be similar to that of Esau. Therefore, we must think 
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more deeply about this: why did God bless Jacob and 
carried out His work through him? Although God 
speaks a lot of other things in the Bible, He 
especially emphasized this: “Jacob did as his mother 
told him to do.” As we live out our faith, we come 
across much thought about wanting to do this and 
that. Nevertheless, we must not put forth such fleshly 
plans of ours before God. And in order to wholly 
follow the righteousness of the Lord, we must throw 
away these fleshly thoughts that we have. Only then 
will you and I be able to see what direction God’s 
Church goes and live out our faith by putting our 
focus on that. Such people can be looked upon as 
being someone who leads a Jacob’s life of faith. 

Inside our hearts, we have a Jacob-like nature 
and also an Esau-like nature. But God abhors the 
Esau-like nature. God destroyed most of the Israelites 
during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, 
and the only ones to survive from the wilderness 
were Caleb and Joshua. The Bible says that God 
destroyed all the adults who came out from Egypt but 

spared their children who were born in the 
wilderness. God destroyed every single one of those 
who came out from Egypt. God even had Moses die 
when the Israelites were about to cross the Jordan 
River, and so, we can see how unfaltering His will is. 
What does this all mean? It means that God has 
destroyed the ‘I’ inside of us. This means that we 
must discard all our humanly plans. 

 
 

We Must Live Out Our Faith by Knowing 
about What a Genuine Life of Faith Is 

 
We must lead a life of faith by knowing what a 

genuine life of faith really is. Do we not raise a 
clamor or lie like the false prophets of worldly 
churches because we do not know how? Although we 
have the disposition to do so, we do not do it. Do you 
think I don’t know that if I were to say prayers with 
the imposition of hands on church members, my 
popularity would not go up? But I don’t do that 
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because this is something someone like Esau would 
do, and I know that our Lord will not find joy in that. 
This is why I don’t do it. We must do the work the 
Lord finds joy in. The work of righteousness that our 
Lord told us to do will never be like that. 

Yes this is true. Just as Jacob did only what his 
mother told him to do, we must also do only what the 
Lord has entrusted us with. The work that Rebekah 
ordered Jacob to do—this is the exact work that we 
should be doing. And this work is the spiritual work 
of delivering the gospel of the water and the Spirit to 
people.  

Rebekah spoke to Jacob. She said to him, “Go to 
the backyard and bring me two choice young goats to 
prepare savory food for your father. Wrap its fur 
around your body, wear you brother’s clothes, take 
the savory food that I will make, and take it to your 
father.” Think about this. Who do you think would 
best make food that someone’s father loves? The 
mother makes it the best. For the mother has lived 
long with the father for so long now that she knows 

very well what his appetite is like. No matter how 
well the child may make the savory food, it won’t be 
as good as the one that the mother makes. So the 
mother had Jacob take the food that she made, and 
Jacob obeyed what his mother told him to do and 
then received all the heavenly blessings as well as all 
the blessings of the earth. Later, his older brother 
found out about what had happened, and Jacob 
almost got killed. But, also in that instance, Jacob’s 
mother told him, “Run away from him. Go to your 
uncle Laban, my brother.” Afterwards, Jacob became 
a man of great wealth and success for having done 
what his mother told him to do. Jacob received a 
blessing that is far greater than that of Esau, and his 
descendants also received this blessing. 

We must lead our life of faith by knowing this 
Truth what God tells us in today’s Scripture reading. 
It tells us that we must lead a life of faith like that of 
Jacob. That is exactly the faith that our God wants to 
find in us. Even though we don’t seem to be doing 
any of God’s work, but as we carry out the work 
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ordered by God’s Church, in the end, we will be 
bearing great fruits of faith and receiving the blessing 
from God. People who possess spiritual faith will be 
receiving the blessing of the dew of heaven and the 
fatness of the earth without fail (Genesis 27:28).  

But what would happen if you were to become 
the people of faith like that of Esau, the man of the 
field? In the beginning, you will gain much spoils of 
this world, but later on you will be accursed 
spiritually and have no choice but to go to hell. Isaac 
prayed a curse upon Esau his son. This was 
something humanly impossible for a father, but it 
was God who had this curse be put upon Esau by 
taking Isaac as His agent. This shows us that people 
who lead a life of faith like that of Esau will be 
cursed by God. Through spiritual leaders in the past, 
God often blessed and cursed His people. 

How then must you and I lead a life of faith? 
We must lead it like Jacob did. What this means is 
that we must live out our faith by having become a 
quiet person who follows the Word of God in His 

Church. If you decide to work alone apart from the 
Church, and no matter how many plans you may 
have, this kind of faith will not be a faith that brings 
joy to God. Once a man becomes a man of the field, 
it will be the end of him spiritually. A man of the 
field leads a life of faith as he pleases. And a person 
who carries out the work of God on his own accord 
while inside the Church is never a true person of 
faith. What I am saying is that if we do things on our 
own accord before God and in His Church, we will 
never become a true person of faith. To lead a life of 
faith by being instructed by the servants of God is 
what a true life of faith really is. 

Our God has made you and me into someone 
like Jacob. But some people among us go on living 
without even realizing that they have become the 
people of God. There are many people who go on 
living having forgotten the fact that God has 
delivered all of us from the power of darkness and 
moved us to the Kingdom of God’s righteousness. Of 
course, the absolute majority of Christians on this 
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earth are “dead men walking” because they lead a 
misguided life of faith like that of Esau. Also, on 
another side, there are many people who wonder 
relentlessly even with the knowledge of truth like 
that of Jacob. 

I want you to know that you and I who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit have already 
become the people of faith who belong to the Jacob 
family. Furthermore, I want you to also know that 
God has already set a straight way of life for us to 
live out our faith. Truly, there is no other way for 
those of us who believe in the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. Our passed way of life which was like that 
of Esau has already passed away. Prior to believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we had been 
planning our life on our own, deciding everything 
alone by ourselves, and trying to fulfill everything 
through our own efforts. We never asked any help 
from God and did not rely on Him, not even a little. 
Such faith was a faith that led us to destruction. But 
God made you and me His very own people. I want 

those who believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to believe this fact. I want you to remember 
this. You and I must lead a spiritual life of faith like 
that of Jacob before God. 

If we were to lead a spiritually upright life of 
faith, what would we gain? We will gain the fruit of 
righteousness which saves lost souls. But it will be a 
foolish act for us to make plans for our lives on our 
own accord, just like a man who beats the air when 
he tries to fight. For us to be living in our own fleshly 
way is like living a life of beating the air without 
having any purpose. Having discarded our own 
fleshly recourse, we must truly do the work of the 
Lord, receive His guidance, and go on following the 
righteousness of the Lord. And such people who 
carry out the work of the Lord are those who are 
leading a proper life by faith. I hope you will realize 
that God has already set a path of life for us to follow 
His righteousness by faith.  

We cannot carry out God’s work on our own 
accord. Of course, fleshly thoughts are also rising up 
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inside of us with fleshly thoughts, and with this we 
can live out our lives perfectly following this world. 
But as for the righteous, even if someone were to tell 
us to lead a fleshly life, we cannot do so. We cannot 
do this because we are afraid and also because we 
know that it is wrongful. We cannot do this because 
it is only too obvious to us that we would then be 
accursed by God in both body and in spirit. Why is 
this so? It is because God has blessed us by having 
chosen us as the Jacobs. Because He has included us 
in His very own people, rather than regarding us as 
those who have not been born again, even if we are 
tempted to lead fleshly lives, we are not able to do so. 

 
 

We Must Become People of Faith Who 
Know about the Righteousness of God 

 
We must lead our lives of faith by knowing and 

believing in the gospel Truth of the water and the 
Spirit which is the righteousness of God. Those who 

genuinely pursue the righteousness of God inside 
God’s Church can never live according to their own 
fleshly desires. Instead of living as they please, they 
live by faith of believing in the righteousness of God. 
Take a look at Noah’s life. You can be blessed by 
God only by uniting your heart with the 
righteousness of God in your life just as Noah did. 

Dear fellow believers, even though we want to 
do our own work, we are compelled to become 
servants who will bring joy to the Lord’s heart first. 
God’s work will never be realized if we were to carry 
out the work by thinking with our own thoughts and 
wisdom, “I must do these things this way in this 
situation, and I must do other things that way in that 
situation.” Furthermore, God does not accept works 
that have human thoughts instilled in them. To serve 
the Lord with one’s own thoughts and to act with 
one’s own wisdom isn’t a proper way of serving the 
Lord.  

What kind of servant do you think could refresh 
the Lord heart? It is a servant who does the work of 
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righteousness that the Lord desires. And even in 
doing of this, it is such a servant who does it speedily 
rather than tardily. Such a servant is the servant that 
really refreshes the Lord’s heart. People like Jacob 
who appears in today’s Scripture are the people of 
purity. They absolutely do not do things according to 
their own thoughts. They are the ones who do only 
those works that God tells them to do. Look at 
Jacob’s entire life. He was a man who did things 
according to what his mother told him to do. He was 
never a man who did things with some wisdom that 
was his. He might have been head-strong and swayed 
at times, but he was basically a man who did 
everything as he was told.  

But how was Esau? Did he do what his mother 
told him to do? Although it might seem as though he 
did as he was told, but if you take a closer look at his 
life, he did them by adding his own thoughts to them, 
regardless of what kinds of works they were. In 
conclusion, he had been doing things as he pleased. 
What kind of faith must our faith be then? Let us 

look at today’s Word, and think about it. And then let 
us realize the fact that we must become a mild person 
before God like Jacob.  

“Have I really been born again by believing in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit? After having 
been born again, have I really been doing things 
according to what the Church of God tells me to do?” 
At each and every moment, we must check this. “Am 
I not doing things as I please? Don’t I possess my 
own thoughts or my own wisdom?” I want you to 
think about whether or not you have your own plans, 
do things on your own accord with your own 
property, and despise being told to do God’s work. 
Dear fellow believers, think about whether you are an 
Esau or a Jacob.  

We must lead a life of faith like that of Jacob 
without fail. Our Lord blessed Jacob. He never 
blessed Esau, a man of the field. We must carefully 
examine ourselves to see what kind of people we are. 
Perhaps, you are someone who does things according 
to your own accord, aren’t you? 
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Dear fellow believers, you and I must become 
the people of true faith. People who actually believe 
in and follow the righteousness of God by faith 
receive the Lord’s blessing. People who actually 
follow the righteousness of God are the wisest and 
the most prudent people who receive the blessings 
from God. Such people are like Jacob in spirit, and 
they are those who believe in the Word of the 
righteousness of God wholeheartedly.  
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The Lord Works 
When We Believe in 

The Gospel of the Water 
And the Spirit  

And Wait for His Guidance 
 
 

< Genesis 26:1-15 >  
“There was a famine in the land, besides the 

first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, in 
Gerar. Then the LORD appeared to him and said: 
‘Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of 
which I shall tell you. Dwell in this land, and I will 
be with you and bless you; for to you and your 
descendants I give all these lands, and I will 
perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your 
father. And I will make your descendants multiply 
as the stars of heaven; I will give to your 

descendants all these lands; and in your seed all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed; because 
Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, 
My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.’ 
So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And the men of the place 
asked about his wife. And he said, ‘She is my 
sister’; for he was afraid to say, ‘She is my wife,’ 
because he thought, ‘lest the men of the place kill 
me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to 
behold.’ Now it came to pass, when he had been 
there a long time, that Abimelech king of the 
Philistines looked through a window, and saw, 
and there was Isaac, showing endearment to 
Rebekah his wife. Then Abimelech called Isaac 
and said, ‘Quite obviously she is your wife; so how 
could you say, ‘She is my sister’?’ Isaac said to 
him, ‘Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of 
her.’’ And Abimelech said, ‘What is this you have 
done to us? One of the people might soon have 
lain with your wife, and you would have brought 
guilt on us.’ So Abimelech charged all his people, 
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saying, ‘He who touches this man or his wife shall 
surely be put to death.’ Then Isaac sowed in that 
land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; 
and the LORD blessed him. The man began to 
prosper, and continued prospering until he 
became very prosperous; for he had possessions of 
flocks and possessions of herds and a great 
number of servants. So the Philistines envied him. 
Now the Philistines had stopped up all the wells 
which his father’s servants had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, and they had filled them with 
earth.” 

 
 

Isaac Experienced a Famine So He Went 
to the Land of Gerar 

 
In today’s Scripture taken from Genesis chapter 

26, we read about the account of Isaac facing a 
severe famine and leaving for the Land of Gerar. God 
appeared to Isaac, who was in this dire situation, and 

said, “Live in the land of which I shall tell you. Dwell 
in this land, and I will be with you and bless you; for 
to you and your descendants I give all these lands, 
and I will perform the oath which I swore to 
Abraham your father.” Here Isaac was experiencing 
a severe famine, and was planning to go through the 
Land of Gerar en route to the Land of Egypt. God 
then told him, “Don’t go down that road, but live in 
the land which I instruct you to live in.”  

Dear fellow believers, what does this Scripture 
passage mean? It means that even if you and I are 
facing extreme difficulties, we should remain in the 
land that our Lord commands us to be in. Even if a 
famine arises in our hearts, we become exhausted and 
worn out. But if we trust in Jesus Christ who has 
blotted out all the sins in our hearts and has made us 
whole, and if we truly believe in the fact that we have 
become the people of God and silently wait for Him, 
then God will truly make us wealthy, and He will 
restore us and will bless many through us. This is the 
truth that God wants to impart to you and me through 
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today’s Scripture passage. Even though Isaac, who 
was facing a severe famine, attempted to go to the 
Land of Egypt, we must have faith in and hold onto 
the Lord-given salvation in our hearts and quietly 
with godly patience look to God and wait for Him 
when a famine comes and difficulties arise. Then 
God will certainly work and He will help us out.  

After this, Isaac dwelt in the land of the 
Philistines, the land of King Abimelech, and later he 
becomes a man of great wealth. The Bible says that 
this happened so that God would keep His promise 
that He made to Abraham, Isaac’s father. God said, 
“Because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept My 
charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My 
laws” (Genesis 26:5). This passage truly reveals that 
Abraham wholly believed in the Word of God. 
Abraham, our father of faith, believed in the Word of 
God exactly the way it was spoken, and he obeyed 
and completely followed this Word of God. We are 
able to clearly confirm through the Scriptures that 
God approved of the faith of Abraham who believed 

in His Word, and God fulfilled His promise by 
blessing Abraham and His descendants. Therefore, 
even if circumstances become difficult for you and 
me, we must keep and take hold of the salvation that 
God has given to our hearts and patiently wait for His 
help. If we do this, God will surely work in us.  

On the other hand, if we do not look to God and 
go out into the world because of a famine or other 
difficulties, we will be led straight to our destruction. 
This is because even if God wants to give us 
blessings, He cannot do so. If God would had blessed 
Isaac even though he disobeyed Him and dwelt in the 
Land of Egypt, it would mean that the Almighty God 
gives His blessings even to a sinful world. But a just 
God cannot do this. And this is why God commanded 
Isaac to live in the land that He told him to live in 
instead of the Land of Egypt. 

What does it spiritually mean for God to tell 
Isaac to remain in the Land of Canaan and not to go 
to Egypt? It is by the Word of God that you and I 
must lead our lives by firmly holding on to the faith 
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of the remission of sins which we received from God 
by believing in His gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We must lead our lives by taking hold of the fact that 
be have become the very people of God. Then God 
will certainly achieve His work through us in His 
proper time. We must understand this Scripture 
passage spiritually. If we do not understand the 
spiritual meaning properly, then we will be bound by 
the Law in the flesh. Therefore, we must truly 
comprehend and believe that if we take hold of and 
keep this salvation that God has provided for us and 
silently wait for Him by faith, God will certainly 
bless us without a doubt. 

Isaac experienced a famine so he went to Gerar. 
But the people there saw his beautiful wife and asked 
him, “Who is this young woman that is with you?” 
When he heard this, Isaac answered, “She is my 
sister.” In the Scripture passage, Isaac was afraid to 
say, “‘She is my wife,’ because he thought, ‘lest the 
men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is 
beautiful to behold’.”  

There Is No Sin Any Longer in This World  
Because of the Truth of the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit  

 
In some aspects, we seem to believe in Jesus in 

peculiar ways, not in a quiet manner as common 
Christians do. This is true because we say that we do 
not have any sin. But this is the truth. Through 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, we 
do not have sin anymore. It is true that we are 
without sin. Of course, our sins have not been 
removed or vanished on their own accord, but the 
Lord has blotted all of them out through the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit. We believe this. And so, we 
tell people, “By faith, we are without sin. It is not 
right to believe in Jesus but still have sin. Many 
people can also say that they believe in Jesus and are 
without sin, but we are able to explain biblically in 
detail what we believe in and they can’t. When Jesus 
Christ was baptized, all my sins were passed onto 
him. And because He received the judgment of the 
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Cross in my sinful place, I do not have sin anymore.” 
And we also say, “Jesus bore all of your sins when He 
was baptized, and so you are also without sin as well.”  

But what is the response of the people of this 
world when they hear what we say? They say that 
their faith and our faith are different, and they hate us 
as they look on us with prejudice because of this 
gospel. They consider us the object of their hate as 
they think to themselves, “They believe in Jesus, but 
they do not believe like we do.” This is the same as 
the reason why Isaac called his wife his sister. 

It is written, “In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it” (John 1:4-5). If 
this light becomes bright in complete darkness, it is 
natural for the darkness to hate this light. If there is 
some darkness and some exposure to light, then there 
can be some amount of assimilation, but pure 
darkness that does not have any light is prone to hate 
the light because the light stings its pride very hard. 
What will happen then if we proclaim the Word of 

salvation of our Lord, the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, which is a light to these people living in this 
darkness? They hate this light so they will also hate 
us who proclaimed to them the Word of light. 

In today’s Scripture, Isaac called his wife 
Rebekah his sister. As his father Abraham had done, 
he also called his wife his sister. So everyone in that 
region just thought that Isaac and Rebecca were from 
one bloodline. But it is written in the Bible that one 
day the King of the Philistines, as he looked through 
a window, saw Isaac embracing his wife Rebekah. 
This means that this king of this country settlement 
was also very interested in Rebekah. And so, he 
called Isaac and asked Isaac why he had told people 
that his wife was his younger sister. He questioned 
and prodded him, “Quite obviously she is your wife; 
so how could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” It was 
then that Isaac revealed the reason why he had done 
so, saying, “Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of 
her.’” In response to this, Abimelech said, “What is 
this you have done to us? One of the people might 
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soon have lain with your wife, and you would have 
brought guilt on us.” So Abimelech charged all his 
people, saying, “He who touches this man or his wife 
shall surely be put to death.”  

In a certain way, it does seem like this passage 
is telling us that the ethics and morals of that time 
were very good, but the Word of our God does not 
reveal simple truths like that. Then what is it that 
God is trying to reveal to us here? God has written 
this to have us understand how He accomplishes His 
work. Through this Scripture passage, God is 
opening up and showing us the hidden truths in His 
Word to us. God is revealing that He will absolutely 
destroy those who do evil against the Church of God. 
He will absolutely protect His Church. In the Bible, 
God had this Word be spoken from the mouth of 
King Abimelech, but actually it really wasn’t his 
words. Our Almighty God breathed His Words into 
this King Abimelech’s heart and mouth in order to 
address His Word. 

 

The Church of God That He Loves 
 
In the Word of God, King Abimelech 

commands, “He who touches this man or his wife 
shall surely be put to death.” And because of this 
command, the people of the Land of Gerar would not 
touch Isaac or his wife Rebekah or any of their 
children who were to be born later. What does this 
Scripture passage then mean? It means that God 
protects and preserves His Church in this manner. 
Through Abraham’s wife Sarah, God showed that He 
loves, protects and blesses the Church of God. Also, 
through Isaac’s wife Rebekah, God is revealing this 
fact one more time. Rebekah, the wife of Isaac, who 
appears in today’s Scripture passage, refers to the 
Church of God. Thus, we are able to know that 
today’s Scripture passage speaks about the Church of 
God. Today’s passage reveals that God loves His 
Church to this extent. 

If someone desires to establish the Church of 
God, this person must be a person of faith like 
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Abraham without fail who follows after the Word of 
God. Only a person who truly believes in the Word 
of God and completely follows after His Word can 
establish God’s Church. Only such a person can 
establish God’s Church and also become His servant. 
And there must be people who have already received 
the remission of sins through this person in order for 
the Church of God to be properly established. Really, 
Abraham and his family can be called the Church of 
God. The Church of God is a place where those who 
have received the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit gather, unite their 
hearts, offer worship to God and do God’s work. God 
said that He loves, preserves, and blesses this Church. 
Today’s Scripture passage teaches us this. 

Yes, this is true. God, who loves His Church, 
curses those who oppose His Church. And so, we 
only need to treat those people who oppose us well. 
If Satan enters into the hearts of people who opposes 
us and works through them and makes them hate or 
inflict severe harm on the servants of God or the 

righteous, then God will absolutely punish them 
without remedy. Today’s Scripture passage says, 
“He who touches this man or his wife shall surely be 
put to death.” God promises to do this. This is the 
reason Jesus said to Peter, “On this rock I will build 
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18). God is saying that the 
people of this world cannot do anything harmful to 
the Church that He has established. 

Dear fellow believers, I ask that you come to 
recognize that God loves and protects His saints who 
are in His Church to this extent. I ask that you 
believe this and, even if you are facing difficulties 
because of a famine in your land, you should never 
go to the Land of Egypt. If we go to the Land of 
Egypt, we will all be ruined immediately. If we do 
not follow God and go out into the world, everything 
we own will be taken from us and we will become 
beggars. True people of God cannot go out into this 
world and do well. Anyone among the people of God 
cannot remain God’s child while living well in the 
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world. And that is why God continually interferes or 
meddles with His children who are still out in the 
world. The interference of God is such that His 
children who are out in the world suffer so much 
hardship that they reach a stage where they cannot 
help but come back to His Church. If one is a true 
child of God, then God meddles in their lives. 

It is said that Isaac cultivated the land which 
God had told Him to remain in and he reaped a 
hundredfold that year. The Lord God blessed him and 
he became great, prosperous and eventually a man of 
great wealth. In the same way as Isaac, all people of 
faith become rich through God. Faith leads to 
blessings. Faith brings spiritual blessings and 
physical blessing as well. The Lord has said that 
there is no one who has received persecution and 
suffering for the Him who will not receive blessings 
both in this life and in the afterlife. A person who has 
lived for the Lord will receive eternal life in the after 
life and will definitely be blessed in this life as well. 

 

Abraham Was Blessed Because He Obeyed 
the Word of God  

 
Dear fellow believers, it is a very good thing for 

us to learn about genuine faith. It is written that Isaac 
cultivated the land where God had told him to dwell 
and that year he reaped a hundredfold. Isaac became 
great and prosperous, and eventually became a man 
of great wealth because the Lord God blessed him. 
This tells us that God causes His Church to multiply 
or grow in this manner. God clearly promised 
Abraham, saying, “And I will make your descendants 
multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your 
descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed.” God made this 
promise to Abraham and to Isaac and Jacob also. 
This promise also carries the meaning that God will 
make the descendants of faith multiply. “If you keep 
your hearts and your faith, all people under heaven 
will be blessed by you.” God, in order to fulfill this 
promise, had Jesus Christ be born as a descendant of 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

198   The Lord Works When We Believe in The Gospel of the Water And the Spirit And Wait for His Guidance 

 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And through Jesus Christ, 
He provided for all people under Heaven to receive 
the blessing of salvation. 

Abraham obeyed the Word of God and He kept 
the commandments and rules by faith. That is why he 
was blessed. Hence, you and I must also believe in 
God’s will and promises that He desires to 
accomplish through us. What did God say that He 
would do? He said that He would make the 
descendants of faith to multiply to be as numerous as 
the stars in the sky. God said, “All people under 
heaven will be blessed. Through your descendants 
they will be blessed.” And, as He said, He will bless 
all people under the sky through His Church. And by 
believing this, we must continue to press forward in 
the work of proclaiming the gospel. In doing this 
mission, we must not use “human” methods but we 
must continue on steadily by faith of believing in the 
Word that God has spoken. 

 
 

We the Righteous Are Proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Righteousness of God to the 
Entire World  

 
God said, “In your seed all the nations of the 

earth shall be blessed.” And He also said, “Your 
descendants will become as many as the stars in the 
Heaven.” This was God’s plan. And through the 
descendants of Isaac, God exactly fulfilled this 
promise. 

The name “Isaac” has the meaning of “laughter” 
and it also implies “obedience.” Really, when we 
look at the passages about Isaac, we cannot find that 
he showed any negative responses towards the words 
of Abraham. When we read about the life of Isaac 
from the Bible, all that is mentioned about him is that 
he obeyed the things that his father told him to do 
and was eventually blessed by his obedience. Dear 
fellow believers, what does this Word mean? It 
means that you and I who are proclaiming the gospel 
to the whole world are doing this work out of 
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obedience to the Church of God. In these Last Days, 
God is proclaiming the gospel through the Church 
that He loves. Even now, we are proclaiming the 
gospel hugely in obedience to the will of God, but 
there is still so much work for us to do. Hence, it will 
take us a long time to finish all our mission work. 

Nigeria in West Africa is a country that is not as 
poor as the other African countries. No one really 
knows how much oil is available in that country. At 
one time, quite a lot of our books were sent to this 
country. Nevertheless, there are many countries that 
the gospel has not been proclaimed in yet. There are 
many people who have never heard the gospel of the 
water and the Holy Spirit. But we believe that God 
will definitely accomplish and fulfill this work 
through His Church. 

I pray that you will not lose your faith and go to 
Egypt because a famine has come. If we believe that 
God has saved us, quietly abide in that faith, take hold 
of the God-given salvation with our hearts and live by 
faith, God will definitely accomplish His work in us. 

As I looked at today’s Scripture passage, I 
developed a trust in my heart that if we have the faith 
of believing the righteousness of God and silently 
wait, no matter how difficult it is, God will definitely 
bless us. I pray that you will have this faith in these 
Last Times and will not use “human” ways or 
methods. If you resort to these ways and methods of 
the flesh, you will end up facing your destruction. 
We must only trust in God, look to Him and believe 
Him as we follow after Him. Our brothers and sisters 
may sometimes resort to ways and methods of the 
flesh from time to time, but I want you to always 
remind yourselves in your hearts that God works 
through the Church and not through an individual 
person. Yes, this is true. God does his work only 
through His Church and accomplishes His will 
through this Church. 

Even today, we are preaching the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit to the entire world. The reason 
that we feel tired is because we do not remember the 
acts that God has done for us and we only think about 
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the work and are driven by the work. Let’s think 
about this once more. How much blessings has God 
given to us and how much work has He done within 
our midst? From here on out, God will work through 
us all the more and will provide us with many more 
blessings. Truly, more people will hear the genuine 
gospel and many more people will receive the 
remission of sins. Right now, many people in the 
world are reading our spiritual growth series. 
Tomorrow, some of our ministry workers will go to 
Seoul to print the second volume on the Epistle to the 
Galatians. When people read these sermon books on 
the Epistle to the Galatians, they will draw the line 
clearly in terms of their faith. People may think that 
believing in Jesus blindly and believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit are similar. But by reading 
these books, they will come to recognize that there is 
a huge difference. And they will come to understand 
that what they have believed up until now is wrong 
and that they are committing a great sin. I truly 
believe that people will come to understand this 

Truth, saying, “It is wrong to try to receive the 
forgiveness of sins through prayers of repentance 
after believing in Jesus. All my sins are truly blotted 
out only when I confess that there is no sin left in my 
heart by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit.”  

In this manner, all the people of the whole world 
will come to know the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit which is the Truth of salvation and will 
eventually stand on God’s side. And they also as His 
workers will proclaim the Word of God and many 
people will receive the remission of sins through 
them. Dear fellow believers, when you were just born 
again, did you not think that those who said blindly 
that they were without sin and we the born-again 
were similar to each other? But we are not. We are 
absolutely not similar to such Christian sinners. 
Without receiving the remission of sins through the 
Word of God’s righteousness, everyone is a sinner. It 
is a great sin as well for you to say that you are 
without sin just theoretically. And so, we must 
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believe clearly and also clearly say, “We are without 
sin because we believe in the pure Word of God.” 
God says that the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
has blotted out all our sins and so we must 
acknowledge this and believe it. There is absolutely 
no reason for us to add something to what God has 
said. It does not matter if someone is very smart or 
full of wisdom; he or she must not try to add 
something from His Word, or remove something 
from it intentionally. God said that He has blotted out 
all our sins by the Truth of the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit, and so we must just believe in His 
Word just as it was spoken. We should examine 
through God’s Word if our sins have truly been 
transferred to Him. And after we have confirmed that 
the sins of the world were indeed passed onto Jesus 
through His baptism, that He received judgment in our 
stead, that He then rose again from the dead and that He 
saved us, we must believe this Word of God just as it 
was spoken. There is nothing else that we can do other 
than this. We have nothing else to do to accomplish our 

salvation. This is what faith is all about. 
God said, “I will bless your descendants. 

Through your descendants all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed.” God said this and this is why we 
believe and it will come to pass in this way. What 
else is there? For example, if perhaps a famous pastor 
were to shout out whatever he believes, would the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit be proclaimed and 
spread? A famous pastor in the United States was 
said to have given his last sermon impressively as he 
was close to his death. If he were to give such a 
magnificent sermon, would this genuine gospel be 
successfully proclaimed? No, absolutely not! 
Because God has blotted out all our sins through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, we must 
steadfastly believe in this gospel and proclaim it 
boldly. Only in this way will the gospel be truly 
proclaimed. I don’t know what is so confusing and 
difficult for people to understand about having true 
faith. People seem to consider having faith more 
difficult than it really is. If God has given us black 
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beans, there is nothing more for us to do than to 
believe that they are black beans. Are our sins 
removed just because we human beings make an 
effort, know, take hold of, or believe in something 
else? No. God has eradicated all our sins through the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit, so by believing 
this our sins are actually removed. By faith, we have 
become God’s people and have been born again by 
faith. This is why God works through us and 
accomplishes His work through us. Is there anything 
else that we humans can possibly do? We are human 
beings that die right away when we get infected by 
some tiny toxic germs. What is so great about us that 
we trust in our own strength and do not believe in the 
Almighty God? What I am saying is, “Why do 
people make such a fuss without knowing what the 
Word of God says?” 

 
 
 
 

The Perfect God Works Only through His 
Church 

 
Think about this. If God planned that He would 

do His work through the Church of God, then He will 
do His work through His Church. And if God 
promised that He will give His blessings through His 
Church, then He will provide His blessings through 
the Church. There is nothing else for us to do than to 
believe this. Truly, we do not have any ability or 
power at all. Human beings are diligent and wise 
only for a little while. There is a limit to man’s 
knowledge and an end to his efforts. Is there anything 
that is perfect about humans? Only God is perfect. 
Man’s will, efforts, resolutions, righteousness, and 
good deeds are all useless in God’s eyes. Fortunately, 
God has loved us and given salvation to us who are 
like this, so we simply need to be thankful and 
believe this in our lives. And God said that He would 
do His work through us, so we must believe this and 
do the work of God from here on out. If we lend our 
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hands, feet, lips, heads and everything that we have 
to God and we are used by Him, how thankful can 
we be for this? This is truly the way of Truth. It is the 
precious faith that recognizes the way to enter 
Heaven. 

There is nothing that human beings can do by 
their own efforts. We are preaching the gospel 
throughout the whole world. We have been able to do 
so because God has done many works in the past and 
He continues to do so even now. Over 500 copies of 
our books are sent out everyday. This is truly 
tremendous. There are a lot more if we were to count 
those that are sent out in bulk. Think about if you 
were to hand out 500 copies of books every day. And 
not to just hand them out randomly, but to people 
who really need them would be a job that takes an 
exceedingly lot of time. But even in this difficult 
time, we absolutely believe that from here on out, 
God’s work will be accomplished greatly through 
these books, and the faith that is written about in our 
spiritual growth series will be engraved in the hearts 

of many people. 
Right now, among our spiritual growth series, 

the sermon books on the Gospel of Matthew are now 
being sent overseas. Of course, it might not be 
sufficient to read just one of the series, but people 
will still be awakened to the will of God more than 
they ever did before. Our sermon book series on the 
Gospel of John are being translated and the sermon 
books on the Epistle to the Galatians have just been 
completed. Soon the sermon books on the Epistle to 
the Ephesians will be published. This is amazing. 
Each time people read a book from our spiritual 
growth series, their discernment will be tremendously 
increased. I trust that these books of ours will be 
especially beneficial to people who have received the 
remission of sins. 

Our God of righteousness has accomplished 
many things. And God will continue to do much 
work through you and me. Truly, God accomplishes 
His work through this Church. No matter how loudly 
others protest the way that God works, it will be of 
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no use. God said that through His Church He will 
proclaim the gospel to the whole world, give 
blessings to all the nations of the earth, give blessings 
to believers and curse people who do not believe, and 
so it will absolutely come to pass just as He said. And 
God also said that He will do His work through His 
Church, that is, through you and me, and so He will 
surely do this. God said, “In your seed all the nations of 
the earth will be blessed.” And so, God has given you 
and me blessings through Jesus Christ, and through 
those of us who have this faith, many people will be 
blessed. Both we and other people will be blessed 
only through believing in the righteousness of God. 

 
 

No Matter How Difficult It Is, We Must 
Continue to Preach the Gospel of the 
Water and the Spirit 

 
There were times when it was truly difficult and 

hard for us. Normally, I don’t reflect on the past a lot, 

but if it is beneficial for the preaching of the gospel, I 
sometimes think back once in a while. I also have 
experienced much hardship myself after coming to 
believe in this gospel. But my siblings and relatives 
do really not know this. Because I did not ask them 
to lend a helping hand or I did not complain about 
my difficulties, they do not know what I went 
through. But in reality, I suffered a great deal of 
hardships. But in the midst of all that, God has 
poured out many blessings on me and He has helped 
me to recognize what true faith is all about. Abraham 
was all alone in this world when we went and 
followed after the Word of God, and he eventually 
became our father of faith. He faced many difficulties 
on his path of faith. Likewise, I have also 
experienced such hardships while following the 
Word of God.  

I am not trying to tell you about the difficulty I 
experienced, but I want you to know that through 
faith I received God’s blessings. Even my siblings 
did not really know my hardships and they thought, 
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“He’s a pastor so he’s well off,” but actually this was 
not true. Yes, if there are even ten church members 
then the pastor of that church is well off. He is better 
off than most in a middle class. But, I’m in the upper 
class now. I am able to eat whatever I want to eat, 
play soccer at least twice a week, have three good 
meals a day consistently and I unite my heart with 
my brothers and sister as I do the work of God. What 
else could I be if I’m not upper class? Truly, there 
probably isn’t any other church worker who lives as 
happily as I do. I eat whatever I want to. I don’t eat 
certain foods because it’s just that I can’t digest 
them. If I can digest it, I enjoy everything. There may 
be some foods that I don’t eat because they are 
harmful for my health, but there isn’t anything that I 
can’t eat because I don’t have the money. That’s 
good enough. What more should I want? I heard that 
some entertainer lives in a house that measures over 
300 square meters, but I’m not envious of that sort of 
house. In the future, when we go to Heaven, there 
will be a lot of wide open spaces and I will say, 

“Angel, take me to the soccer field. After playing 
some soccer, I want to play golf. Let’s go to the 
shooting range then.” And the person who likes 
fishing can go fishing. One thing that is definite is 
that everything that is good on this earth is in 
Heaven, and there are many things that are even 
better than what we find here on earth. 

I give thanks for the fact that God is doing His 
work through this Church. Through today’s Scripture 
passage, we have come to realize that no matter how 
many difficulties we are facing, we must stay in the 
Church and continue to hold onto our faith. I have a 
general knowledge about what God will do from here 
on out and how the state of things in the world will 
change. In the future, things will become more 
difficult. It will be hard just to get by and live.  

But this is what I think. In my heart, I think that 
when I die, I must possess a faith that meets death 
bravely. I have a heart that wants to die more 
bravely, with more courage than when I play soccer. 
If I will not be able to preach the gospel anymore, I 
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will be able to proclaim the gospel only through my 
death. Therefore, I will say, “You do not even 
believe in God, and as being nothing more than 
God’s creation made by Him, do you despise God 
and curse Him?” And so, in this way, I am going to 
give testimony to the gospel to the very end and die 
gloriously. 

I heard that when a volcano erupted suddenly, 
everyone cannot escape from the heat and the 
volcanic ash that lead them to death. Because hot air 
is breathed in, the lungs melt. And so, everyone’s 
death was instantaneous. Do you think that it is easy 
to die? It is important to die well, and when we pass 
away and go to Heaven, we must go there gloriously. 
And so, we must secure in our hearts the faith that 
believes that our God does His work through His 
Church so we will be used by Him to do His work 
until the very moment we pass away. If we do well, I 
think the Lord may fulfill all of these things soon. 

Right now, the country of Israel is hated by 
everyone in the world. Why is this so? Because the 

United States and Israel are allies, the focus had been 
on the United States, but now it has been placed on 
Israel. Soon, the U.N. will make a resolution stating, 
“Let’s destroy and get rid of Israel.” We will soon be 
able to see this. They think that if Israel is eliminated 
from the face of this earth, everything will be fine. 
This is because many countries consider Israel to be 
the stumbling block of world peace. If the Americans 
heard me say things like this, a huge problem could 
occur, but I am saying what the Bible says and I am 
not saying this in order to oppose America. In the 
Last Days, things must be fulfilled according to the 
Word of God, and so Israel will be ostracized. If this 
happens, you must know that we are truly at the very 
Last Days. Before this happens, there will be wars, 
conflicts, famines, and earthquakes, but as the affairs 
of this world head towards the end, the point in time 
will definitely come when the nation of Israel will 
perish. The beginning of all destruction is Israel. 
Israel provides money to those in political power in 
the United States and puts pressure on them. This is 
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how they do things. And so, the arrow will eventually 
point back towards Israel. It will be at that time, 
when the Israelites will repent. When the entire world 
will be against Israel and they will have no where 
else to lean on, then they will trust in the Messiah in 
the end. The Savior had already come as their 
Messiah. But it will be at that time when they finally 
call upon the name of Jesus. 

Right now, we are doing the work of translating 
our books into the Hebrew language and handing 
them out, and many Jews across the whole world are 
reading these books and acknowledging the fact that 
Jesus is their Savior. When the Israelites accept the 
gospel as a nation and believe in the salvation of 
Jesus, the world will then come to an end. We live 
each day looking forward to that day and waiting for 
it. Dear fellow believers, let us not lose heart and be 
strong as we live out our lives.  
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Dig Spiritual Wells 
 
 

< Genesis 26:12-22 > 
“Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped 

in the same year a hundredfold; and the LORD 
blessed him. The man began to prosper, and 
continued prospering until he became very 
prosperous; for he had possessions of flocks and 
possessions of herds and a great number of 
servants. So the Philistines envied him. Now the 
Philistines had stopped up all the wells which his 
father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham 
his father, and they had filled them with earth. 
And Abimelech said to Isaac, ‘Go away from us, 
for you are much mightier than we.’ Then Isaac 
departed from there and pitched his tent in the 
Valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. And Isaac dug 
again the wells of water which they had dug in the 
days of Abraham his father, for the Philistines 
had stopped them up after the death of Abraham. 

He called them by the names which his father had 
called them. Also Isaac’s servants dug in the 
valley, and found a well of running water there. 
But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s 
herdsmen, saying, ‘The water is ours.’ So he 
called the name of the well Esek, because they 
quarreled with him. Then they dug another well, 
and they quarreled over that one also. So he called 
its name Sitnah. And he moved from there and 
dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. 
So he called its name Rehoboth, because he said, 
“For now the LORD has made room for us, and 
we shall be fruitful in the land.”  

 
 
If you have come into contact with someone you 

are able to confidently share the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit with, then you must faithfully proclaim 
the gospel to this person. If you give witness to the 
gospel persistently to someone, then this person will 
eventually submit to the gospel. The reason is that no 
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matter how stubborn someone may be, they will bow 
down their knees before death and will not be able to 
deny the fact that they are sinners doomed to hell 
before God. In the face of death, man’s ephemeral 
life is meaningless and so it is a great opportunity to 
proclaim the gospel of the water and the Spirit to 
them. 

 
 

To Those of Us Who Believe in the Gospel of 
the Water and the Spirit There Is a Wellspring 
of Life 

 
In today’s Scripture passage we just read, there 

is an account of Abraham’s son, Isaac digging some 
wells with his servants. When we look at the Old 
Testament, Abraham, our father of faith dug wells, 
and Isaac dug those wells open again. When we look 
at Genesis 26:18, it says, “And Isaac dug again the 
wells of water which they had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped 

them up after the death of Abraham.” 
God blessed Isaac both in body and in spirit as 

He had blessed Abraham his father, and Isaac 
became a rich man like his father. You may already 
know that in the Middle East, water from a well is 
more precious than oil. And so, if you own a well, 
you are a rich person. Without a well, you cannot 
even cultivate the land or breed cattle. And so, Isaac 
dug open the wells his father Abraham had 
previously dug but the Philistines had stopped them 
up.  

Digging wells, spiritually speaking, refers to 
proclaiming the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
Abraham believed in God and His Word, and he 
trained his servants. He followed after the Word of 
God, and dug wells wherever he went. All of the 
wells that Abraham dug, the Philistines stopped up, 
but once again Isaac and his servants dug them open 
again. And so, we can see that the people of faith dug 
wells wherever they went. These people of faith as 
they lived on this earth all dug wells invariably. 
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Those of us who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit now are following after the 
righteousness of God and are also digging spiritual 
wells as well. We are establishing Churches of God 
and proclaiming the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
all over the world. 

 
 

We Must Do the Work of Digging Spiritual 
Wells 

 
For what do you and I who believe in the gospel 

of the water and the Spirit live for on this earth? We 
must do the work of saving souls spiritually. In order 
to do so, we must proclaim the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit to all people. Only then can we reap 
the fruit of salvation. And in order to do this, you and 
I, while living on this earth, must establish Churches 
of God all over the world. This is none other than 
digging wells. When we establish Churches all over 
the place, souls are delivered from their sins. When 

we dig the wells that Abraham had dug, spiritually 
speaking, the chaff will change into wheat. Simply 
put, the only thing that the Church of God must do is 
the work of proclaiming the gospel of the water and 
the Spirit. 

However, here we find enemies of the 
righteousness of God. They are the Philistines. They 
continued to follow behind us and stop up the wells 
that Abraham and his servants had dug. Spiritually, 
we are doing the work of saving peoples’ souls and 
Satan and his servants continue to do the work of 
killing souls. Even now, these two things are 
continuing to happen. We dig wells, while they 
continue to stop up the wells. It is said that the 
Philistines went around and stopped up the wells that 
Abraham and his servants had dug. Nevertheless, 
Abraham continued to dig wells. Even now, if you go 
to Israel there are some wells preserved as the wells 
of their forefathers. 

Then, what must you and I live for? What 
purpose should we have in life? We must have the 
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purpose of establishing God’s Churches and His 
servants in various places. We must proclaim the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit which is approved 
by God and establish workers of the Church of God. 
Jesus said that on this rock of faith He would build 
His Church. We must work by establishing the 
Church of God upon the servants of God who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, the Word of 
the righteousness of God. We must do the work of 
proclaiming the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
which is the righteousness of God to many people.  

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jacob’s descendants 
lived on this earth. And people like David appear in 
the line of faith. Samuel, Daniel and Jeremiah were 
all people of faith, and they believed in the Word of 
God and they continuously preached it to the people. 
Therefore, you and I who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit must also do the work of 
proclaiming the Word of God by faith on this earth. 
Jesus Christ said that He is the Word of God and that 
He is our Savior. 

What must be the purpose in the life of the 
righteous? Is it not the work of digging spiritual 
wells? Why do we run this mission organization? We 
do this to dig wells, or to proclaim the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit. We are trying to lead souls to 
the Kingdom of Heaven by proclaiming the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit to them. We are not the only 
ones who did this work of God, but our forefathers of 
faith dug wells like us. And we continue to dig wells 
even now. 

However, when we dig these spiritual wells, 
they must be dug deep with the clear Word of 
salvation; but some people do not know anything 
about the gospel of the water and the Spirit and 
preach only for the reason that others are preaching. 
However, this should not be done. Before God, what 
kind of work must the workers of God do with what 
kind of faith? What is the gospel that we must proclaim 
and what is the work that we must strive to do? We 
must know what the answers to these questions are 
before beginning to do spiritual work. And we must 
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live our lives as workers of God through the faith of 
believing in the righteousness of God. 

Dear fellow believers, when a well is dug, what 
comes out of it? Dirt, sand, stones, roots, and all 
kinds of things come out. When we plan to establish 
the Church of God to proclaim the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit in every corner of this world, we 
have to establish the workers of God first, but all 
kinds of things happen in the process. Isn’t that right? 
In the same way, in order to do the work of the 
righteousness of God we will do all kinds of work 
together, but our sole purpose will be to proclaim the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit which God is 
pleased with on this earth. And in order to do this, we 
must establish the Churches of God. We work for the 
purpose of saving souls from sin. 

Why are we training the saints at the New Life 
Missions School right now? Why do we go to work? 
Why do we eat and live on this earth? It is to save 
and feed souls by digging spiritual wells. The Lord 
has told us, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Corinthians 10:31). What should we the righteous 
do? We must do every kind of work to save souls 
from their sins. All the work that we do should be 
related to this purpose. It is for this reason that we are 
proclaiming the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
And I ask that you strive and press forward to reach 
this goal. And I pray that you dig many wells of 
salvation on this earth. If a worker digs a well, then 
all of the people in that vicinity will be sustained by 
it. Wherever it is, if we establish Churches of God 
one by one, in other words, if we establish workers of 
God who believe in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit in whatever area, multitudes of people who are 
in the proximity will drink from this well of salvation 
and enjoy new life. If there is a well in each town, 
people will take a well bucket to draw up its pure 
water. If we go to the well, there will be many 
women crowded around there. In this manner, many 
people will be provided the Word of salvation 
through the workers of God. 
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Those of us who believe in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit are the brides of Jesus Christ. Is 
it not so? In God’s sight, we are spiritually the brides 
of Jesus Christ. The woman who go to the well and 
puts water into empty bucket and has this family and 
that family drink from it—we are that woman. We 
are spiritual workers who must do the work of 
digging wells, drawing water and sharing it with 
others. We must therefore dig many wells of 
salvation, and dig them deeply, and share the water 
of life with others.  

 
 

Workers Who Dig Wells 
 
Dear fellow believers, how many wells have 

you been digging? How many people have you led 
into the Church by proclaiming the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit for them to receive remission of 
sins? Those of us who are workers of God are 
working and living for this purpose. If the goal of the 

workers is clear, then they have to head in this 
direction. If our purpose is clear, then we are destined 
to press forward just in one direction no matter what 
happens around us. We must press forward to this 
goal. No matter what difficulty the workers of God 
face, if they have such a great purpose then they will 
dig wells of salvation wherever possible and will 
strive to do this work. These workers have such a 
clear purpose that they do more work than the work 
they are entrusted with. This is how they continue to 
dig wells faithfully. Are we doing this work on this 
earth in order to be boastful? No. We are doing this 
work to dig spiritual wells. Our purpose must be set 
clearly. 

Dear fellow believers, it has only been four to 
five months since we have planted a Church in Seoul, 
but haven’t so many souls been saved from their 
sins? Our Church here in Chuncheon City has been 
around for some two years now, but don’t you see 
this great revival that has occurred in our Church? 
We must dig many wells and dig them deep where 
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the cool and clear water runs so that many people 
will drink of the water of life that comes forth from 
these wells. Among those whom we are unaware of, 
there are some people who are eating this gospel of 
the water and the Spirit that we have provided. There 
are also many people who will die if it were not for 
these wells. 

 
 

Where Should We Establish Our Churches? 
 
Abraham dug wells wherever he went. 

Likewise, Isaac also dug wells wherever he went. 
Abraham’s servants as well as Isaac’s servants dug 
wells, and Jacob also commanded his servants to do 
so. We are all doing the same thing. We must first 
establish the workers of God in faith and then 
establish Churches of God for the purpose of 
proclaiming the gospel of the water and the Spirit. 
We are running this Missions School in order to 
establish workers of God. In digging wells, we must 

have a good and right cause. It does not matter 
whether or not we are gifted or have some skills. Our 
main purpose is to dig wells, but if we do not aim for 
that purpose, all those skills of ours will become 
useless. If we possess some ability or skill, it must be 
used to dig wells. And this goal must be reached. We 
must be used in this great cause. There is nothing 
else. There are many people in Christendom who 
boast in their self righteousness and work hard for no 
reason, but this is so wrong. If there is this self 
righteousness in them, then it becomes difficult for 
them to dig spiritual wells. Our strength should be 
used for the will of God, but if it is not used in this 
way but is used in striving for the welfare of one’s 
flesh, then this is not right. 

 
 

You Must Not Dig Your Own Well But the 
Well of God 

 
No matter how excellently a pastor delivers 
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sermons, how hard he works, how great ability and 
wisdom he has, if he does not preach the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit, he then is nothing. People 
like this are boasting in their self righteousness, so 
this is all wrong. For example, let’s say that there is a 
pastor in a certain large church in Seoul. This person 
knows about the gospel of the water and the Spirit, 
and he is well versed in English, and he has many 
chances to go abroad and give sermons. But if he 
does not proclaim the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, then everyone who was taught the Word of 
God by him would not be able to drink of the water 
from the well of life. This is how he preaches: “You 
are the righteous even though you have sin.” This 
leader then has not dug any wells. This pastor is very 
famous all over the world. But since he has not dug 
the well of Abraham but his own well, he has strived 
in vain. 

We must dig spiritual wells before God. If we 
set a clear goal to dig spiritual wells, then we will put 
everything into digging this well. If you are true 

believers then you will realize that there is no work 
to do before God other than to proclaim this gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. If we have set a proper 
goal before God, then we cannot just sit around 
twiddling our fingers. In order to dig spiritual wells, 
we mobilize everything we have and work and strive 
diligently. Put differently, we make every effort in 
order to dig wells. However, those who do not have 
this goal or purpose to dig wells after having received 
salvation from their sins by believing in the gospel of 
the water and the Spirit strive after the useless works 
of the flesh. 

We must dig spiritual wells. What is needed in 
order to dig wells? In order to conventionally dig a 
well, a shovel, a pickaxe, a metal bucket, rope, a hoe, 
a lever, stones, skilled workers, helpers, food, 
clothes—everything is needed. Everything that we 
need in life is needed to dig wells. Everyone is 
needed to dig wells and all the tools in the world are 
all needed as well. Dear fellow believers, do you 
think some of you are needed and others are not? No. 
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Everyone is needed. People who carry stones, people 
who remove dirt from the hole and many other 
people are needed for various other jobs. Don’t you 
think so? A person’s whole life must be invested in 
digging a spiritual well. So, you and I must 
understand that we must dig wells. We must clearly 
understand that our predecessors in the faith dug 
wells and we must know that our goal should also be 
to dig wells as well. And we must believe this. We 
must press forward in this direction. We must not 
simply go with the flow of things, but have a definite 
sense of purpose in our lives. 

Are there not so many people in this world who 
act proudly? Are there not many people in 
Christendom who stand out in their respective areas? 
However, there are not many people who are 
establishing the true Church of God. This is what’s 
wrong. 

 
 
 

We Must Pass on the Work of Digging Wells 
 
If we are to live wisely, we must make sure to 

pass on the work of digging wells to the next 
generation. Thus, we must pass down the work of 
establishing Churches. Most people spend their 
whole lives just to eat and drink and enjoy 
themselves. They have nothing to do with digging 
wells. But there are people who dig one well during 
their lifetimes, some people who dig ten wells and 
some who dig a hundred wells—all kinds of people. 
If someone has been used by God to dig wells until 
his or her last breath, then this person is someone 
who has lived by faith. This is a person who lived his 
or her life properly. However, if someone has not dug 
even one well, then this is a person who was a total 
failure. Is what I am saying right or wrong? 

We must dig spiritual wells. When we think of 
all of mankind in its entirety, what the saved must do 
in this world is to proclaim the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit to the lost souls. The thing we the 
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born-again should strive for is the work of digging 
wells until this planet earth is destroyed. In short, our 
job is to dig wells. And everything else that we do is 
for the purpose of digging wells. 

We have all been saved the same way by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit, but 
if a certain saint does not know about digging wells, 
it means then that this person does not know the most 
important thing that he or she should be aware of. 
This person does not know something that is 
absolutely necessary to know. We must realize that 
the reason that we are on this earth after being saved 
is to be used by God in digging spiritual wells. God 
has left us on this earth and has not taken us from this 
world because He needs us to dig wells after being 
saved. If a person does not work together in digging 
wells and just wants to lead a life of faith that has 
nothing to do with digging wells, then this person’s 
spiritual life is going in the wrong direction. This 
person’s spiritual life turns out to be in vain because 
it is only aimed at the benefit of his or her flesh. It is 

the same as causing God’s glory to be stopped up.  
Why should we serve the members of the 

Church of God and lost souls? This is for the purpose 
of digging wells spiritually. If we do not dig wells, 
then there is nothing for us to do within the Church 
of God. Even if we only were to proclaim the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, there still wouldn’t be 
much to do. We must establish Churches all over the 
world and dig wells. If this is done, then there will be 
lots of work to do. 

What is the Church of God? It is a place where 
those who have been saved from all their sins by 
believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
meet together and praise God. There is a leader, and 
the Word of God is present and people believe, serve 
and follow God here. God desires to establish this 
Church on this earth. Therefore, you and I must be 
the saints who are used by God to establish this 
Church of God. We must be such saints and workers 
of God. If we are saved from our sins and then do not 
work together with the Church, then it is the end of 
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our spiritual lives. In other words, if a person is truly 
born again, but does not have the goal to participate 
in establishing the Church of God during his or her 
whole lifetime, then this person’s spiritual life is in 
great error. It is not correct to live a spiritual life just 
by going through the motions. This is living for 
oneself. This person has lost his purpose in life and 
his life is pointed in the wrong direction. 

We are saved from all of our sins by believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Now we 
should understand the fact that we exist in order to 
dig wells. When we participate and are involved in 
this great cause, then we are living out our lives with 
a proper goal. A person who is saved, whoever he or 
she is, if they are not used by God to establish the 
Church, then they are not living a true spiritual life. 
We must plant Churches of God. And we must set 
our goals clearly to do this.  

The Bible is teaching us this lesson through this 
account in the Bible. Spiritual salvation is so 
distinctly described in this account. The Bible clearly 

reveals the heart, thoughts and plans of God. When 
we write a biography of someone, we write about the 
whole life of that person. As a person’s life goes on 
in the biography, the reason the person lived a certain 
way because of his or her life’s goal, the process and 
the goal will be further explained, but this is not the 
way the Bible describes it.  

The Bible says that Abraham believed in the 
Word of God and so he was able to beget Isaac by 
this faith. And Isaac, in getting married, brought a 
young woman from his father’s homeland and got 
married to her. A little while later, while living with 
his wife, Abimelech, the king of the country, who 
tried to defile his wife said, “We almost committed a 
great sin because of you,” but later added, “Anyone 
who defiles her will die.” This story is about people 
who are not born again but act as if they have the 
same faith as ours and try to mingle in with us. Do 
you know who I am referring to? They will all die. 
We must definitely profess either this or that. We 
cannot survive if we are intermingled. We must not 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

220   Dig Spiritual Wells 

 

be mixed in with others. We should rather be the 
armies of the Philistines for they still have a chance 
to be delivered when they surrender to God. If some 
people truly do not have the Holy Spirit but just 
pretend to have Him, then all these people will go to 
hell. God will never tolerate such people who 
intermingle their real pure faith with any fake faith.  

The Bible says that Isaac became rich and so he 
dug wells. He dug wells that His father Abraham and 
his servants had dug but had been stopped up by the 
Philistines. This represents establishing Churches. 
Through today’s reading, our God is teaching us 
every essential lesson that He desires to teach us. 
Now that you and I have been saved from all our 
sins, we must dig spiritual wells. There is nothing 
else for us to do other than to dig wells. The 
righteous, during their whole lifetime, must have as 
this purpose to dig wells of salvation.  
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Take the Blessings 
Given to Jacob 

 
 

< Genesis 27:1-29 > 
“Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and 

his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he 
called Esau his older son and said to him, ‘My 
son.’ And he answered him, ‘Here I am.’ Then he 
said, ‘Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day 
of my death. Now therefore, please take your 
weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to 
the field and hunt game for me. And make me 
savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that 
I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I 
die.’ Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke 
to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt 
game and to bring it. So Rebekah spoke to Jacob 
her son, saying, ‘Indeed I heard your father speak 
to Esau your brother, saying, ‘Bring me game and 

make savory food for me, that I may eat it and 
bless you in the presence of the LORD before my 
death.’ Now therefore, my son, obey my voice 
according to what I command you. Go now to the 
flock and bring me from there two choice kids of 
the goats, and I will make savory food from them 
for your father, such as he loves. Then you shall 
take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that 
he may bless you before his death.’ And Jacob 
said to Rebekah his mother, ‘Look, Esau my 
brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-
skinned man. Perhaps my father will feel me, and 
I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall 
bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.’ But 
his mother said to him, ‘Let your curse be on me, 
my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for 
me.’ And he went and got them and brought them 
to his mother, and his mother made savory food, 
such as his father loved. Then Rebekah took the 
choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were 
with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her 
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younger son. And she put the skins of the kids of 
the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of 
his neck. Then she gave the savory food and the 
bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of 
her son Jacob. So he went to his father and said, 
‘My father.’ And he said, ‘Here I am. Who are 
you, my son?’ Jacob said to his father, ‘I am Esau 
your firstborn; I have done just as you told me; 
please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul 
may bless me.’ But Isaac said to his son, ‘How is it 
that you have found it so quickly, my son?’ And 
he said, ‘Because the LORD your God brought it 
to me.’ Isaac said to Jacob, ‘Please come near, 
that I may feel you, my son, whether you are 
really my son Esau or not.’ So Jacob went near to 
Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, ‘The 
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands 
of Esau.’ And he did not recognize him, because 
his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s 
hands; so he blessed him. Then he said, ‘Are you 
really my son Esau?’ He said, ‘I am.’ He said, 

‘Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s 
game, so that my soul may bless you.’ So he 
brought it near to him, and he ate; and he 
brought him wine, and he drank. Then his father 
Isaac said to him, ‘Come near now and kiss me, 
my son.’ And he came near and kissed him; and 
he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed 
him and said:  

‘Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed. 
Therefore may God give you 
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine. 
Let peoples serve you, 
And nations bow down to you.  
Be master over your brethren,  
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.  
Cursed be everyone who curses you,  
And blessed be those who bless you!’” 
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Dear saints, did you have a nice meal?  
It is said the Scriptures are like a picture puzzle 

that conceals the righteousness of God. Even for me, 
the more I read the Bible, the more I come to realize 
this. The Scripture passage I have just read to you 
today also inspires me with the same comprehension.  

Here, Isaac and his wife Rebekah appear, along 
with Isaac’s two sons, Esau and Jacob. Isaac grew 
old, so he called his older son Esau and told him to 
make him some savory food. Isaac intended to eat 
that savory food and bless Esau for the last time. But 
Isaac was very old and frail, and also had weak eye 
sight. And so, his wife Rebekah and his second son 
Jacob deceived their father, and Jacob instead 
received this blessing which the oldest son Esau 
should have received. This is exactly the outline of 
today’s Scripture passage.  

 
 
 
 

Isaac Called His Older Son Esau 
 
I think Isaac might have lost his eyesight due to 

his old age, but despite this he could have fully 
distinguished people’s voices and sounds with his 
hearing. So, it is difficult to understand why Isaac 
could not recognize Jacob who was disguised as his 
brother. Nevertheless, the Bible is the Word that 
places more focus on revealing the hidden 
righteousness of God than on recording certain 
historic facts. Therefore, through today’s Scripture 
reading, we must take a careful look into how this 
hidden righteousness of God is revealed.  

When Isaac became old and his eyes grew dim, 
he called his older son Esau. 

“Dear father, here I am.” He then said to Esau, 
“Son, I am very old now. I am on the verge of death. 
So, please take your weapons and go out to the field, 
and hunt game for me. And make my favorite savory 
dish and bring it to me. When you do this, I will eat 
it, and my soul will bless you to my heart’s content 
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before I die.” Just as Isaac said this, Esau answered, 
“Yes, dad. I will,” and then he took his bow and 
quiver and went out to the field and started hunting. 
After He returned with the game, he made the best 
savory dish among all the savory foods that his father 
liked. But it was too late. 

The Bible records things about God and about 
His servants; and His people also appear in the Bible. 
Furthermore, it records the providence that God will 
hand down His blessings to His people through His 
servants. And that is actually so. Of course, there are 
instances where God works directly by Himself, but 
God works even more through the servants He 
establishes on this earth. 

In today’s Scripture reading, Isaac’s wife 
Rebekah overheard this discussion between Isaac and 
their older son Esau. But Rebekah loved her younger 
son Jacob more and disliked Esau. Thus, she wanted 
Jacob to receive this blessing which was meant for 
Esau. From a worldly perspective, Rebecca’s 
prejudice could be viewed as a mother who had 

shown favoritism towards her children. 
 
 

Rebekah Overheard and Allowed Jacob to 
Cheat the Blessing from Esau 

 
Having heard all the words her husband was 

telling her older son, Rebekah spoke to Jacob saying: 
“You don’t have to go very far. Go to our backyard 
and bring me two choice kids of the goats. Don’t you 
think that I know very well what you father likes? I 
know what your father liked when he was young; I 
know what your father liked when he was in his 
middle ages; and also I know what your father likes 
now in his old age. I know it all. I know all too 
clearly, whether he likes lots of black peppers or just 
a little. I will make the savory food for your father, so 
you go on and bring me two choice young goats. 
Your father has decided in his heart to eat savory 
food your brother brings and give your brother a 
prayer of blessing before he dies. But I think that this 
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should not be so. I would like for you to receive this 
blessing. So just do as I tell you. And then you will 
receive that blessing.”  

Jacob then replied, “Dear mother, how can I act 
like my brother? My brother is a hairy man, but I am 
a smooth-skinned person without much hair. Even 
though my father cannot see very well, once he 
touches my body, I will be like a deceiver to him, and 
this I feel will bring a curse on me and not a 
blessing.” In spite of Jacob’s fearful words, his 
mother told him, “Trust me. Even if something goes 
wrong and should your father’s curse fall, I will 
receive it all on your behalf.”  

And so, Jacob went to his backyard and brought 
two choice young goats according to his mother’s 
instructions, and then after killing them Jacob and his 
mother started cooking their meat right away. Esau 
was still heading away from their abode towards the 
hills, but in this home, the kitchen was already filled 
with sounds of chopping and dicing. A single baby 
goat has plenty enough meat for a full feast. Prepared 

just like the way her husband liked it. And so, 
Rebekah prepared the most delicious savory food 
ever. And then, she put the skins of the young goats 
over Jacobs’s arms and hands and on the smooth part 
of his neck and clothed him with the older brothers 
clothes. People with so much body hair have it 
growing all over the face, starting from the sideburns 
leaving out only the eyes, mouth and nose. It is as if 
they are hairy like monkeys. Esau probably was hairy 
like this. That was why Jacob had to hide his smooth 
skin and wrap the skins of the young goats around his 
hands, arms and neck in order to disguise himself as 
Esau. His mother spoke to Jacob, as she finished 
preparing the savory food for Isaac.  

“Offer this to your father and ask him for a 
blessing.”  

“What happens if he finds out?” he said. His 
mother replied, “If you are detected and found out to 
be a fraud and are about to be cursed, then let that 
curse fall on me. So do not worry. Just do as I tell 
you.” What happened afterwards? Jacob did what his 
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mother Rebekah told him to do, and in the end, he 
received the prayer of blessing from his father. 

From our human perspective, today’s passage 
might seem to be very bad indeed. It is because that 
mother loved only one son and coerced him to use 
one of her cunning tricks to deceive his father. If this 
be so, then why did God allow such a thing to be 
recorded? Is the Almighty God a God who can be 
found with faults from an ethical perspective, and be 
found with blemishes from a theological perspective? 
Absolutely not! I believe God recorded this account 
to teach us as humankind the truth about “How we as 
humankind can receive His blessing.”  

As told by his mother, Jacob covered himself 
with goats skin, brought the prepared savory food 
and bread out to his father, and lied, saying, “I am 
Esau.” His mother Rebekah made him do this, not 
because she wanted him to receive such a blessing by 
fair or foul means even if it meant lying. Like this, 
what kind of faith do we need to go before God in 
order to receive His blessings? This is precisely what 

our God wants to tell us. In conclusion, Jacob 
received the blessing from his father. And the 
descendants of Jacob are still living well off, 
receiving this blessing even now. For your reference, 
the Israelites are all descendants of Jacob and the 
Palestinians are all descendants of Esau.  

Isaac ate all the food and blessed Jacob who was 
disguised as Esau.  

“And he smelled the smell of his clothing, and 
blessed him and said: 

‘Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed.  
Therefore may God give you  
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine.  
Let peoples serve you,  
And nations bow down to you.  
Be master over your brethren,  
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.  
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Cursed be everyone who curses you,  
And blessed be those who bless you!’” (Genesis 

27:27-29).  
This prayer Jacob received from his father 

actually has come true today. And that prayer will 
continue to be active in the future as well. 

Having smelled the scent on Jacob’s clothing, 
Isaac said,  

“Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed. 
Therefore may God give you  
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine.”  
Dear fellow believers, what do you think these 

words really mean? It means the hearts of the 
righteous that care for the Lord is essentially the 
same as the blessing from God which is shown 
through them. Indeed, God allowed us the righteous 
to receive this dew from heaven as well as the fatness 

of the earth. God has clothed His servants and all the 
saints of the world with plenty of grain and wine. 
Also, He made all the peoples of this world serve 
them by exalting them over these worldly people. 
Sinners are bound to come and kneel before the 
saints who have genuinely received the remission of 
sins in their hearts. This is not an imagination; it will 
surely become a reality in substance. Whoever curses 
the righteous who believe in the gospel of the water 
and the Spirit will be cursed, and whoever blesses the 
righteous who have been born again will receive all 
the blessings. Such blessings will come down upon 
no one else but the righteous. It will be as if such 
blessings had come down upon Jacob in today’s 
Scripture passage. 

 
 

When We Believe in and Follow the Word 
of God, We Receive the Blessings of God 

 
Then, how can you and I receive such precious 
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blessings? By having faith in the righteousness of 
God, we can receive it. Even though Isaac was blind 
due to his age, he still had a sense of smell, hearing, 
and touch. He would know who someone was by just 
touching and smelling. Even if Jacob was disguised 
in goat’s skin, it was very hard to expect Isaac not to 
distinguish human hair from goat’s hair. Even if Esau 
was a hairy man, all furry like a goat, would human 
hair be like that of a goat? Do you think Isaac did not 
know the feel of human body hair and the feel of goat 
hair? Would he not know the smell of goat hair and 
the smell coming from his son’s body?  

But the Word of God does not speak like this. 
This story, which we cannot possibly understand 
according to our human thinking, is a Word about 
how we can receive the blessings from God. Just as 
his mother told him, Jacob wore his older brother’s 
clothes, hid his smooth parts of his body with goat 
hair, and then went before his father. As a result, his 
father recognized that Jacob was Esau and gave him 
the blessing.  

What does this mean? It means that as we go 
before God without having faith in the righteousness 
of God, we will never be able to receive this blessing. 
Just think about this. If we do not believe in the 
salvation and the love with which God has saved us, 
how will we be able to receive these blessings? Far 
from blessing, will we not receive a curse instead? 
Jacob was blessed by his father because he believed 
in his mother’s words and was able to go to his 
father.  

You and I are the same. If we were to go before 
God without having faith in the righteousness of 
God, then we will only be receiving a curse. Jesus 
Christ came down to this earth and saved us 
completely. This Son of God who loves us came 
down to this earth in the form of human flesh. And 
He as our unblemished Lamb took on all our sins by 
being baptized. He then died on the Cross carrying all 
the sins of the world, and then was resurrected from the 
dead. We must go before God with this faith in this God 
who has saved us out of His infinite love for us. 
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If we go before God without this kind of faith, 
asking, “O Lord, please accept me as I am,” what do 
you think we really receive from Him? What will 
happen if we were to go before God in our state of 
lack day in and day out without having faith in the 
righteousness of God? We will be receiving many 
curses. God will crush us to death at once. He will 
say to the angels who are carrying iron rods in their 
hands, “Just strike them down.” 

If this be so, how should we go before God? We 
must go before Him as sinless saints, the righteous, 
and the children of God who can satisfy His heart by 
believing in the righteousness of God 
wholeheartedly. We must go before God with such 
faith, having made our hearts righteous by putting on 
the righteousness of God. Otherwise, far from 
receiving these blessings, we will instead be 
receiving a curse. Today’s Scripture passage is 
telling us this clearly. It teaches us that although we 
may be lacking and weak, if we were to go forth with 
this pure faith of believing in God, we will surely be 

receiving these blessings. Can you now understand 
what this passage is saying? 

It is actually so. Jacob was able to receive such a 
blessing from his father because he went before his 
father with his older brother’s name, clothed in his 
brother’s clothes, and simulated the hair his older 
brother had. Because Esau’s clothes had his peculiar 
scent, his father smelled Jacob but did not doubt that 
he was Esau, and thus, the father was sure that the 
one who came before him was in fact Esau and then 
blessed him under the name of Esau. However, who 
was the one that actually received this blessing? It 
was Jacob, not Esau. Jacob thus received that prayer 
of blessing. Only by his bold faith was he able to 
actually receive it. 

Dear fellow believers, we are the same. Only 
when we go forth in the name of Jesus Christ, just as 
Jacob had done in the name of Esau, and only when 
we go forth by faith of believing in the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ can we receive the blessings from 
God. It is said that the father knew the scent of his 
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son’s clothes. In Israel, it is usually the first born son, 
that is, the eldest son, who receives more blessings. 
No matter how troublesome the eldest son may be, 
most parents like the eldest son the most. I don’t 
know why this is so, but I think they show more 
attachments to the eldest son because he is the very 
first child they had in their marriage union. It is 
because first things give more joy, whatever they 
may be. Perhaps for this reason, parents like the 
firstborn so much, even if he is a mess. However, 
they don’t seem to set their affections on those born 
afterwards that much. With about ten children, 
parents would not care for the children following the 
eldest, saying something like this, “If you want to 
live, live. If you don’t want to do so, then don’t.” In 
the past, it was common for parents to have more 
than ten children, and in some cases, about half of 
them died. Still, the parents considered the first-born 
son as the most precious among the many children 
they had. 

Here, Isaac smelled the scent of his older son’s 

clothes and gave him the blessing:  
“Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed.  
Therefore may God give you 
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine.  
Let peoples serve you, 
And nations bow down to you.  
Be master over your brethren,  
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.  
Cursed be everyone who curses you,  
And blessed be those who bless you!” (Genesis 27:27-29) 
  
 

Know That the Blessings of God Have 
Fallen upon the Believers of the 
Righteousness of God 

 
If the servants of God wish to achieve 
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something in their hearts, our God will fulfill it 
without fail. When the Lord’s Day service is about to 
finish, pastors would say a benediction like this: “I 
pray that God the Father who has saved us from all 
our sins will bless all the saints and servants doing 
His work.” We do this because God has promised 
that He would give us whatever we wish, and also, I 
have faith that if we were to firmly believe in His 
blessings with all of our hearts, we will actually 
receive these great blessings. After having smelled 
the scent from our garments of righteousness, God 
will bestow upon us these great blessings. All we 
have to do is to receive our salvation by faith and to 
defend this heavenly faith which is in our hearts. It is 
because God looks at this faith in our hearts more 
than anything else. If we have a heart of having 
received the remission of sins, God will see that faith 
in us and then bless us. Among Isaac’s blessings, 
there is one passage that goes, “This field has a smell 
of a field which the Lord has blessed.” And this 
means that God bestows blessings upon us the 

righteous having looked at the field of our hearts, that 
is, all the thoughts coming out from the center of our 
hearts.  

God gave Jacob His blessings in today’s 
Scripture passage, and He has also given us these 
same blessings as well. There isn’t any difference. 
God already promised these very same blessings in 
this New Testament era. Just as Isaac blessed his son 
after having eaten that savory dish, God will bless 
you and me as well if we live for the righteousness of 
God. Truly, God has bestowed upon you and me 
these very same blessings that He had bestowed upon 
Jacob. The faith of believing in this fact is 
tremendously important. If you live by faith saying, 
“God has blessed me. Then God will always bless 
me,” God’s blessings will fall upon you who actually 
do believe. 

Think about the moment right after we received 
the remission of sins. We were truly anxious and 
worried, thinking, “How will I ever go on living in 
this troubled world?” I also had thoughts such as, “I 
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cannot live well even if I work every day. Yet, if I 
start attending Church services several times a week, 
how could I live by working?” But what is the 
reality? Because God has actually blessed His 
people, and through that blessing, we can be well off 
like this. Things will go well because God has been 
looking after all the work that we do, and also all the 
work that all the other righteous people do. This 
blessing says, “Therefore may God give you of the 
dew of Heaven, of the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of grain and wine” (Genesis 27:28). In other words, 
God will give us all the blessings of Heaven and of 
the earth. We must have this kind of faith without 
fail. All the blessings of God will actually be falling 
upon us if we live for the Lord with this correct faith. 

But what will happen if we do not believe in 
God and go on living without having faith in these 
God-given blessings? We will try to live out every 
day by human means and by its ways. Yes, we will 
try to live by using our own human means and ways, 
not living with the correct faith by united our hearts 

with God. But we know very well that such a life is 
never right. Therefore, you and I should lead our 
lives by seeking help from the Father only by faith 
and in that faith. 

The blessing God had bestowed upon Jacob is 
actually the very same blessing that He bestows upon 
you and me today. Therefore, by our faith of 
believing in God, you and I must make that blessing 
ours. Truly, dear fellow believers, we must believe in 
this genuinely. There is only one reason why God 
blesses us. He blesses us as the Jacobs under the 
name of Esau, the eldest son. 

 
 

It Is Extremely Important to Believe in the 
Righteousness of God  

 
What reason was there for us to receive God’s 

blessing? The reason is that you and I have wholly 
become the children of God by having faith in the 
righteousness of God. There is no other reason than 
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this. In today’s Scripture passage, Isaac found joy in 
the savory food which was prepared by his second 
son who had brought it to him under the name of his 
first son, and after eating that savory food, he blessed 
this son.  

Then what about us? You and I have received 
from God the blessing of being born again by 
believing in Jesus Christ. We were given the blessing 
of becoming God’s children through our faith in our 
Lord for having saved us by being born on this earth, 
taking all our sins onto His flesh by being baptized, 
dying for us on the Cross through crucifixion, and 
being resurrected from the dead. Yes, this is correct. 
When we go before God the Father with this correct 
faith, God the Father will happily accept this faith of 
ours and give us these blessings. Please bear in mind 
that this is the only way we can actually receive these 
blessings. 

That is why having faith in the righteousness of 
God is something extremely important to both you 
and me. If you believe in the righteousness of God, 

then you must live by that faith, and then rely on God 
by that faith. Do you have such a faith? This is 
critically important to you and me. If you have this 
faith, you will live by faith and you will receive the 
blessing as well. But if you don’t have this faith then 
you cannot receive anything blessed from God but 
rather you will receive curses in your life. 

Of course, you cannot become blessed like this 
when you first received the remission of your sins. If 
you started following the Lord after having been 
truly born again, hardships will sure to follow, and 
you will also have many persecutions and experience 
much pain. And only after having gone through all 
such processes, you will become someone whom 
God truly finds joy in. Just as Isaac in today’s 
Scripture passage gave the blessing after having 
smelled his son’s clothes, God will bless you by 
acknowledging the authenticity of your faith. He then 
only approves you, saying, “Faith has truly been set 
firm in your heart. Also you are a man of faith. You 
really do have your trust in Me.” Dear fellow 
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believers, do you understand this? Rather than having 
impertinent and wavering thoughts, you must 
understand that it is absolutely imperative for you to 
have faith in the righteousness of God only if you 
really want to be blessed. 

Most days we are sharing words about the 
righteousness of God. Worldly people do not know 
this righteousness of God very well. How then can 
one obtain this righteousness of God? We are unable 
to be enlightened of the righteousness of God by 
ourselves alone. If we want to know the 
righteousness of God correctly more than anything 
else, we must genuinely attend God’s Church.  

Look at Jacob’s life. Was he able to receive the 
blessing from his father because he was exceptionally 
wise? No, this was not the case. If Jacob had gone 
before his father pretending to be his older brother on 
his own, he would have been easily detected and 
would have been rebuked by not only his father but 
his mother as well. However, Jacob exactly obeyed 
what his mother told him to do. Because his mother 

took charge of this work and ordered him what to do 
in detail, Jacob was able to receive his father’s 
blessing without any curse. Jacob’s mother Rebekah 
said to Jacob, “Go to our backyard and bring me two 
choice kids of the goats. I will make this savory food 
your father really likes.” And as Jacob obeyed his 
mother’s words, he received his father’s blessings. I 
am saying here that Jacob was able to receive these 
blessings because his mother guided him in this 
blessed way. 

Yes, this is true. In order for you and me to 
receive these blessings, we are in absolute need of a 
mother’s guide. What does this mother stated here 
mean to us? It represents none other than the Church. 
Almost all the married women mentioned in the 
Bible symbolize God’s Church. Yes, this is true. 
Without the role of the mother, no one can receive 
any blessings. Even after having received the 
remission of sins, one will not be able to receive any 
blessings without the role of the mother. When the 
mother directs and guides us, we must go on living 
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by believing in such things the mother says 
wholeheartedly. 

Let’s think about this account again. If Jacob 
who pretended to be Esau had been detected by his 
father, he would have received a curse, but he was 
not detected, resulting in him receiving the blessing. 
According to his thinking, both possibilities would 
have been equal, 50/50. But according to his 
mother’s thinking, it was 100/0. Jacob’s mother said 
to Jacob, “If you fail, I will take full responsibility, 
and I will receive all your curses.” Think about this 
for a moment. If his father grants these blessings, he 
would be the one to receive all of them, and even if 
his father would have brought down curses, it would 
have been the mother who would receive them. And 
so, under these circumstances who wouldn’t be able 
to carry out that task? Let’s consider for a moment 
that Jacob was found out by his father. He would 
have said, “I may be blind, but do you think I would 
not know this?” Chances of this happening were 
extremely high, but even so, it was his mother who 

was going to take full responsibility for such an 
outcome. Thus, as long as he carried exactly as she 
had instructed, and by him believing in it, he was 
going to be receiving all these blessings. 

In like fashion, all the people in this world must 
meet the righteousness of God, and then they must be 
led by God’s Church, receive its instructions, do as 
ordered, obey as told, and believe in and do what 
they are taught. Only by doing this can they meet 
God properly and also possess this precious 
righteousness of God. This is the very source of 
being able to receive these divine blessings from 
Heaven and all the blessings of the fatness of the 
earth. Every person of faith, including Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, lived according to their faith in the 
Word of God.  

God said to Abraham,  
“I will bless those who bless you, 
And I will curse him who curses you;  
And in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed” (Genesis 12:3).  
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What do these Words mean? It means that God 
will stand as the Guarantor for His righteous people. 
And so, those who persecute the righteous will only 
bring destruction upon themselves. For those who 
torment us the righteous; if we make up our minds 
and say to them, “You are incurably bad. Therefore, 
you need to be taught a lesson,” then they will 
actually face tremendous troubles. But if we were to 
retaliate by other physical means, we would be taken 
in by the police. God will take care of it on our 
behalf. He will either strike them down or inflict 
upon them a serious injury. He will perhaps have 
their legs broken. He will do this for sure. But the 
thing is, if He were to do that to everyone who 
torments us, many people will then die. Please, do 
not worry too much. God will investigate it fully, and 
He will do this on our behalf. God will punish them 
on our behalf by having examined them thoroughly, 
saying, “This man deserves it. But I will take pity on 
that man.” 

 

God’s Church Is Playing an Important Role 
 
In today’s Scripture passage, the role of the 

mother was extremely important. The mother even 
had to prepare this savory food the father liked so 
much. If the mother had prepared just any kind of 
food, it would have only stirred up anger in the 
father. What would have happened if she had 
prepared a rubbery noodle instead? As the father ate, 
he would have said, “How come it’s so difficult to 
chew on this?” His vision wasn’t very good because 
of his age, so would his teeth have been otherwise? 
No matter how much he would wriggle and chew 
with just his front teeth, the noodles would not taste 
any better. And so, would he not have just gotten 
angry and said, “I told you to bring my favorite food 
to me, but what is this? You eat all of it yourselves,” 
and would he have withheld the blessing?  

If you want to receive a blessing from your 
father, you must bring something that your father 
finds joy in and likes to eat. Then like this, what kind 
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of food do you think our God will like the most? 
God’s favorite food is none other than our faith of 
believing in His righteousness just as it is. He enjoys 
very much our faith of believing in His Son having 
saved us from all our sins by having come down to 
this earth. God feels very satisfied after having eaten 
that savory food of our faith. Just as the old Korean 
folks feel satisfied after having eaten our traditional 
food to their hearts’ content, so God feels such joy in 
having eaten the faith which we have offered. There 
isn’t anything else we can offer to satisfy God’s heart. 

 
 

The Only Way to Receive the Blessings from 
God Is to Believe in the Gospel of the Water 
and the Spirit 

 
Our God the Father sent down His only Son to 

this earth for you and me. It is written, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God sent His Son 
down to this earth, and had this Son blot out all our 
sins by having Him be nailed to the Cross, receive 
the judgment, be killed, and be resurrected from the 
dead. God the Father blesses us after accepting and 
having this savory food of our faith when we go 
before Him with this very true faith, that is, the faith 
of believing in this Son who blotted out all the sins of 
the entire humankind. This faith of believing in Him 
having blotted out all your sins and mine, and this 
faith of believing in His Son having saved us from all 
our sins by the baptism He received and His shed 
blood of the Cross, by having received all these 
judgment vicariously. This is the only absolute Truth 
for our salvation. There is no other way except this 
for us to receive these blessings from God. We 
cannot receive such blessings by donating much 
money, doing many good deeds, or giving up one’s 
life for Jesus. 

What about those people involved in religious 
wars right now? They die or kill others for their 
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earthly gods. Their gods may accept such devotion, 
but our God the Father will never accept such 
behavior. Please bear this in mind. God will accept 
with joy only the faith of those who believe in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. The only possible 
way for us to receive God’s blessings is to believe in 
the gospel of the water and the Spirit and then 
offering that faith back to God. People in the Bible 
who believed in the gospel of the water and the Spirit 
actually received God’s abundant blessings. And we 
also continue to be well-off on this earth with those 
blessings which were given by God. It is said, 
“Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, 
Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and 
wine” (Genesis 27:28). People of the world say it is 
difficult to live these days, but God will surely bless 
the righteous. This is precisely what God tells us 
today. 

 
 
 

Let Us Receive the Blessings by Faith 
 
I am sure that you have understood today’s 

Word of God very well. You don’t know just how 
many times I have preached about this. Still, I expect 
that this sermon has reminded you of this truth of 
how we can receive blessing from God. I want you to 
believe that God has given us the very same blessing 
that He had bestowed upon Jacob. Believe that God 
has given you these very blessings. And as you live out 
your lives on this earth, and as you live for the Lord 
with this faith, you will be able to experience these 
abundant blessings from God in your lives. Yes, this is 
true. We must possess such faith without fail. 

Dear fellow believers, haven’t you received the 
remission of sins yet? God bestows blessings only 
upon those who have received the remission of sins. 
After having received the remission of sins, have you 
been living for the righteousness of God by believing 
it? If you are doing this before God, then you will 
receive these very blessings which God had bestowed 
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upon Jacob. We must have such a faith. If there is no 
proper faith, you will start to hold grudges, become 
temperamental, and your everything will become a 
failure. For people who genuinely live for the Lord, they 
have at least secured their blessings with that faith. And 
when they do something, God actually gives them these 
blessings which are appropriate for that work. Yes, this 
is so. If we believe in God and live for Him and His 
righteousness, we will surely receive His blessings. 
What I am saying is if God has already given us these 
blessings, we will surely be experiencing these blessings. 
We will progressively continue to experience what He 
has already given us. This is how we become blessed. 

Dear fellow believers, I want you to know and 
believe that all people receive such blessings from God 
who believe in this Word and the righteousness of God. 
Many people living in this world hope to receive God’s 
blessing by pouring forth their own sincerity, but with 
such things, we can never receive the blessing from God. 
The God-given blessing is a blessing we receive by 
having faith in the righteousness of God that has saved 

us completely through His only begotten Son. We 
receive these blessings from God by believing in that 
love with which God loves us.  

Thanks to the Lord, many of you who are sitting 
here have already received these blessings. But 
despite having received these blessings, there are 
many people who go on with their lives in this world 
in vain and in much misery, unaware of having 
received these blessings. People who have received 
the remission of sins must live for the Lord without 
fail. Although there are hardships and lots of 
persecution when the righteous people live for the 
Lord, they will be able to endure all these things with 
their true faith, and also, they will really be able to 
remove the dregs out from their hearts by uniting 
themselves with God. When you wholeheartedly 
unite with God, He will grant such blessings to you. 
He will grant such blessings to you for sure. Dear 
fellow believers, do you believe in this? I give thanks 
to God for having granted us these blessings of 
having faith in the righteousness of God.  
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Jacob Became a Source of 
Blessings by Trusting 
His Mother’s Word 

 
 

< Genesis 28:10-22 > 
“Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and 

went toward Haran. So he came to a certain place 
and stayed there all night, because the sun had 
set. And he took one of the stones of that place 
and put it at his head, and he lay down in that 
place to sleep. Then he dreamed, and behold, a 
ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached 
to heaven; and there the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And behold, the 
LORD stood above it and said: ‘I am the LORD 
God of Abraham your father and the God of 
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and your descendants. Also your descendants 
shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread 

abroad to the west and the east, to the north and 
the south; and in you and in your seed all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have spoken to 
you.’ Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
‘Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it.’ And he was afraid and said, ‘How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!’ 
Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took 
the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a 
pillar, and poured oil on top of it. And he called 
the name of that place Bethel; but the name of 
that city had been Luz previously. Then Jacob 
made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me, and 
keep me in this way that I am going, and give me 
bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come 
back to my father’s house in peace, then the 
LORD shall be my God. And this stone which I 
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have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all 
that You give me I will surely give a tenth to 
You.’”  

 
 

Rebecca Overheard What Isaac Said to Esau 
 
In Genesis 27, which is the prior chapter to 

today’s Scripture passage, it is recorded how Isaac 
blessed his son Jacob. Isaac was very old and he had 
failing eyesight. It was at this time when he called his 
first son, Esau and said, “Let me bless you 
abundantly before I die. To do so, go out to the field 
and hunt game for me and make me my favorite 
savory food. Then I will eat it and bless you.” Esau 
then went out to the field to hunt game for the savory 
food his father loved.  

But Rebecca happened to overhear what Isaac 
was saying to Esau. Rebecca then called Jacob her 
younger son, and told him, “Your father is going to 
bless your brother. He went out hunting. So, do 

quickly what I am going to tell you, and pretend as if 
you were Esau so that you will be blessed by your 
father.” Jacob was afraid to obey his mother at first, 
saying, “Mother, how can I do this thing? Esau is a 
hairy man but I am smooth-skinned. If I do this then 
father will find out the truth right away. I will be 
most likely to be cursed for deceiving him instead of 
being blessed. I really can’t do that.”  

Rebecca then urged him to obey her with much 
assurance, saying, “If that happens, let that curse be 
on me. If things go wrong, I will be cursed, but if 
things go well, you will be blessed. So just obey what 
I am telling you to do. Go to our backyard and bring 
me from there two choice kids of the goats. Then I 
will make your father’s savory food and give it to 
you. Put these goatskins on your body. Then put on 
your brother’s clothes before you go to your father 
with his food.” 
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Jacob Did As His Mother Ordered by 
Trusting in Her Words 

 
When Jacob heard his mother’s promise to take 

the blame and bear the consequences even if things 
would go wrong, he then obeyed her and took the 
savory food to his father. And he said to Isaac his 
father, “Father, I am Esau, you’re first born son. I 
brought your favorite savory food. Eat this food and 
bless me.” Today’s Scripture says this happened 
when Isaac was very old and his eyes were dim. 
Isaac, who was weak in sight, was unable to discern 
if the son who brought him the savory food was in 
fact Esau. So he said, “Please come near to me so 
that I can touch you,” and felt Jacob, who was 
wearing goatskins. He felt the thick and rough hair. 
Since Esau, his first-born son, was a hairy man, he 
believed that this son in front of him was Esau.  

Now Jacob, lowering his voice could boldly say 
to his father, “My father, I am Esau, your first-born 
son. I brought you savory food. Bless me.” It is 

written that he trusted his mother and disguised 
himself as his brother by putting on his clothes and 
goatskins before taking the savory food to Isaac. 
Isaac wasn’t so sure so he had to feel the son in front 
of him and smell him. Isaac smelled Esau from the 
clothes that Esau always wore. Convinced that this 
son was Esau, Isaac said, “The voice is Jacob’s but 
the body is Esau’s.” After he ate the food, Isaac 
blessed him as follows:  

“Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed.  
Therefore may God give you 
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine.  
Let peoples serve you, 
And nations bow down to you.  
Be master over your brethren,  
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.  
Cursed be everyone who curses you,  
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And blessed be those who bless you!” (Genesis 27:27-29) 
Isaac blessed Jacob in this way. It was Jacob 

who received such blessings. Because of what 
happened here in Genesis 27, Esau tried to kill his 
brother who took his blessings away. So Jacob had no 
other choice but to run away from his brother Esau.  

 
 

God Blessed Jacob for His Faith 
 
The Bible tells us that this event occurred when 

Isaac became weak-sighted. What does this mean to 
us? It means that God does not look at us as we look 
at others with physical eyes, but He looks at our faith 
in His Word of blessing, and blesses those who have 
such faith. This is correct. God does not look at our 
weaknesses, insufficiencies, achievements or failures. 
He just blesses those who come before Him with 
their faith in His Word and His righteousness to 
receive His blessings; He blesses them with the same 
blessings that were given to Jacob. The Bible says 

that Isaac, as God’s representative, blessed Jacob. 
Jacob received these blessings, for he obeyed his 
mother’s words, which spiritually means the 
directions of God’s Church. The blessings he 
received stemmed from his faith.  

When Isaac blessed Jacob, he said,  
“Surely, the smell of my son  
Is like the smell of a field  
Which the LORD has blessed 
Therefore may God give you 
Of the dew of heaven,  
Of the fatness of the earth,  
And plenty of grain and wine.” (Genesis 27:27-28).  
What does this mean? It means Jacob himself 

was the field of God’s blessings. God gives the 
blessing of the dew of heaven, the fatness of the earth 
and plenty of grain and wine to those who have faith 
in God’s Church.  

He also blessed him to be the king of many 
nations. Isaac continued to bless him, saying,  

“Let peoples serve you, 
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And nations bow down to you.  
Be master over your brethren,  
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be everyone who curses you,  
And blessed be those who bless you!” (Genesis 27:29)  
Not only peoples would serve Jacob but his 

brother Esau would also serve him as his master. 
Whoever curses Jacob will be cursed by God, but 
whoever blesses him will be blessed too. In short, 
Jacob was greatly privileged. 

We need to take our ‘savory food’ of faith to God, 
to receive spiritual blessings as Jacob did. Then what 
would be this savory food to God? It is our faith in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Because God so 
loved us, He remitted all our sins away once and for all 
with the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Thus, He 
adopted us as His children and blessed us with the 
heavenly blessings and the fatness of the earth. God 
also blesses those who blesses us, and curses those who 
curse us. In other words, God blessed not only Jacob 
but also those who have the same faith that Jacob had.  

God’s Word Breaks Down Human Ignorance 
 
People tend to think that they will be blessed if 

they do something good before God. But the Bible 
does not say this. It rather tells us that we will be 
blessed when we come to God with the faith that 
pleases God. Like this, God’s Word breaks down our 
human thoughts. Humans think that union with 
people will lead to success, but the Word of God says 
that our human thoughts oppose God. For example in 
Genesis 11, the descendents of Noah built the Tower 
of Babel, but they were cursed by God contrary to 
their hopes and dreams. What does this mean? This 
implies that God is not pleased when humans gang 
up against Him, but He is pleased when we put our 
faith in His Word. Therefore, only this faith in His 
Word brings us blessings.  

We can become God’s children by believing in 
the righteousness of this true God. We can be blessed 
to become the children of God through faith in the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. God blesses only those 
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who believe that He has given them these heavenly 
blessings and the blessings of the fatness of the earth. 
In other words, God blesses those who believe in 
God’s Word. The Bible clearly tells us so. This is the 
reason we should smash all our fleshly thoughts 
before God’s Word. Become united with people 
according to human thoughts will not please God at 
all. I want you to know that believing in and obeying 
God’s Word is true faith and the only way to receive 
His blessings.  

 
 

Jacob Dreamed during His Fugitive Journey 
 
Jacob snatched the blessings from his brother 

Esau, so Esau tried to kill him. Esau said to himself, 
“The days of mourning for my father are at hand; 
then I will kill my brother Jacob.” Rebecca overheard 
these words, and sent Jacob away to save his life. She 
sent him to her brother’s home, where it would be 
safe for him. Today’s Scripture passage from Genesis 

28 describes that when Jacob arrived at a certain 
place after sunset during his fugitive journey, he took 
one of the stones of that place and put it under his 
head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. Then he 
dreamed a dream. The Bible writes what he saw in 
his dream. Let’s look at this Scripture together.  

Genesis chapter 28 verses 12 through to 15 says:  
“Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set 

up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and 
there the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. And behold, the LORD stood above 
it and said: ‘I am the LORD God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you 
lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also your 
descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you 
shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the 
north and the south; and in you and in your seed all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I 
am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have spoken to you. This 
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is what he saw in his dream.  
He had this dream while he was fleeing from his 

brother for deceiving him of his blessings that were 
given by the fathers of faith. In his dream he saw a 
ladder reaching to heaven and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood 
above the ladder and said, “I am the Lord God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie I will give to you and your 
descendants.” “The Lord God” in this verse refers to 
“Jehovah” or “Yahweh” in Hebrew this word means, 
“He who exists by Himself.” It is the name of the 
Triune God. This God told Jacob that He would give 
him the land on which he was lying, and this land 
refers to the land of Canaan.  

We should pay close attention to what God told 
Jacob. The Lord God said, “I am the Lord of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.” This 
means God would become the God of Jacob as well. 
It is because he was blessed by Isaac in the name of 
the Lord. The prayer was certainly asking for God’s 

blessings in the form of Isaac laying his hands on 
Jacob’s head as he prayed. Now the Lord God 
appears before Jacob and tells him that He is the God 
of the fathers of faith as well as the God of Jacob. “I 
am the Lord of Abraham your father, the God of 
Isaac. I will give this land to you and your 
descendents. I will bring you back to this land.” This 
Word of promise implies that Jacob became one of 
our forefathers of faith, who inherited the blessings 
from God. This also indicates that God is the God of 
those who have the same faith as Jacob did. God does 
not become God to just anyone unconditionally. He 
becomes God only to those who believe in His Word. 
This will always be true. This God lives forever and 
becomes the Lord of those who faithfully believe in 
His Word. God blesses such people, leads them to 
Heaven, and pours out heavenly blessings and the 
blessings of the fatness of the earth upon them. 
Through this message today we can learn that God 
becomes the God to those of us who have received 
the remission of sins and that He guides us to heaven. 
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This is what God said. He promised that He would 
surely bring the blessings as Isaac had prayed for 
Jacob. This promise means God will take care of His 
people, lead them to the Kingdom of Heaven, be with 
them and bless them. God will bestow these same 
blessings that He gave Jacob to those who spiritually 
become the successors of Jacob’s faith. You and I who 
have received the remission of sins have now become 
receivers of the same blessings as Jacob had. We 
should know this fact. And we should believe in it. 

When God appeared before Jacob, He said,  
“I am the Lord, the God of your father 

Abraham, the God of Isaac. I am also your God. 
Although you are on your fugitive journey, I will 
bring you back to this land. And I will protect you. I 
will curse whoever curses you, and I will bless 
whoever blesses you.” This is the covenant that God 
made with His people. This is what God promised 
His people who have truly been born of water and the 
Spirit. He promised us that He will now allow 
anyone into the Kingdom of Heaven unless they are 

born again. He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). The blessings 
and promises that God mentioned to Jacob are the 
very same blessings and promises that He gave to 
those who have received the remission of sins.  

Then, whose God is the self-existing God? 
Whom does this God bless? Only those who believe 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit with their 
whole hearts are able to serve God as their God. The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob is also the God to us who believe in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit. God also said this in the 
New Testament. “But concerning the resurrection of 
the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you 
by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living” (Matthew 22:31-32). 
Our God became the God to those who have received 
the remission of sins by believing in the gospel of the 
water and the Spirit with their whole hearts. Who 
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then are those who have received the remission of 
sins by believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit? They are people like Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Those who have received the remission of sins 
like our forefathers of faith are the children of God. It 
is truly so. God becomes the Shepherd and God to 
those who have received the remission of sins, and 
He pours out all kinds of blessings upon them.  

Then what would happen to those who curse the 
children of God? God will never fail to curse such 
people. On the other hand, God will bless those who 
bless the children of God. No matter where they live, 
God will bring His children to His Church, lead them 
to His Kingdom, bless them in every way and treat 
them dearly as the citizens of His Kingdom. All these 
are the blessings for all people who have received the 
remission of sins and become heirs of Abraham in a 
spiritual sense by believing in the Word of God.  

These blessings are exciting indeed! You and I, 
we who have received the remission of sins, are the 
truly blessed by God. You also can become the 

source and vessel for such blessings only if you 
receive the remission of sins by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. Although the 
source of all blessings is Jesus Christ, whoever has 
the righteousness of Christ by receiving the remission 
of sins can become the field of blessings and the 
vessel of blessings for people in this world, just as 
God told Abraham how he would become the source 
of all blessings. Dear fellow believers, do you believe 
this? This is right. Having such great blessings from 
God is just so very exciting for us.  

God did indeed bless those who blessed 
Abraham. And He indeed cursed those who opposed 
Abraham. Whoever blessed Abraham was really 
blessed, but whoever cursed him became the 
accursed. What does this mean? It means that you 
and I, who are born again by believing in the gospel 
of the water and the Spirit, have become very special 
people before God. Who then can oppose, antagonize 
and persecute us whom God so cherishes? Whoever 
dares to persecute the people of God should know 
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this: If they wish to become accursed, all they need to 
do is just persecute these children of God.  

 
 

You Should Become a Jacob Spiritually by 
Faith 

 
Spiritually speaking, you and I are all Jacobs. 

We should remember that we are all like Jacob in a 
spiritual sense and we will be blessed before God in 
the same way as he was. Those who have become 
spiritual Jacobs, live with pride in their faith, for God 
has given them such great blessings. They do not 
have any shame. Those who have received the 
remission of sins are precious and blessed people and 
they are people who share the blessings with 
everyone. This is why the ‘spiritual Jacobs’ are the 
barns full of great blessings. God Himself showed up 
before Jacob and told him that He is the God of 
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob 
as well. To those who believe in the Word of Jesus 

Christ, God will protect them, and bless them both 
spiritually and physically as their God.  

Therefore, if anybody wants to be blessed by 
God, they have to believe in His Word that is written 
in the Bible; and they must believe in Jesus Christ 
who came by the water and the Spirit. Jesus Christ 
came to this world, was baptized at the age of thirty 
by John the Baptist to take over all the sins of the 
world, carried them to the Cross, died on it and rose 
from the dead to give us the blessing of being born 
again. People in the world should now know that 
God blesses those who receive the remission of sins 
by believing in Jesus Christ with their whole hearts. 
God has given us such an amazing message through 
the Bible and He did really give us such blessings.  

However, Jacob did not know he was 
abundantly blessed by God at first. In other words, 
his father Isaac prayed a benediction upon him, but 
he did not fully realize who he had become. That is 
why he was running away from his brother Esau. 
When his brother Esau drew his sword, saying, 
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“Jacob, you con man! Take the challenge. You, man 
of earthworm!” Jacob started to flee saying, “I am an 
earthworm just like what you said. I will be cut in 
half when you swing your sword. Why do you have 
to come to me so violently?” 

What does this mean? Jacob really received all 
the blessings from his father Isaac, but he did not 
know God had become his God. He did not 
experience any blessings from God yet, nor did he 
understand that God had given him the same 
blessings that his forefathers had received. That was 
the reason why God appeared before him and told 
him these Words in his dream on his fugitive journey 
as he was sleeping on the roadside. For the first time 
he understood that God had really become his God. 
Therefore, he treated that place as the temple of God, 
poured oil out and named that place Bethel. The 
Hebrew word “Bethel” means “House of God.” Not 
until that moment, did he realize that the God of 
Abraham had also become his God. 

Likewise, when did we start to believe that the 

God we have believed in was the God of you and 
me? When we are really tired and facing serious 
hardships, we can come to the realization that “God 
is my God, my Savior and my Shepherd.” We can 
experience this God of blessings in the midst of such 
difficult situations. This is right. Jacob, on his 
fugitive journey also experienced what he had never 
known. 

In the Old Testament times God used to talk to 
people in their dreams. God’s angels often delivered 
His messages. But how does God talk to us 
nowadays? God talks to us through this Holy Bible. 
After experiencing God through His Word in the 
Scriptures, we also make the same vow as Jacob’s to 
God, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in 
this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat 
and clothing to put on, so that I can come back to my 
father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my 
God. And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall 
be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will 
surely give a tenth to You” (Genesis 28:20-22). 
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People say these things only after they experience 
their personal God through hardships even though He 
has been always their God from the beginning. They 
should have known this fact a long time ago.  

What did Jacob do whenever he encountered 
difficulties? He always reminded the God of Bethel, 
saying, “Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I 
will make an altar there to God, who answered me in 
the day of my distress and He has been with me in the 
way which I have gone” (Genesis 35:3). God also 
revealed Himself to Jacob as the God of Bethel, 
saying, “I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed 
the pillar and where you made a vow to Me” 
(Genesis 31:13).  

Let’s take a brief look at what kinds of 
difficulties Jacob had and what he did to go through 
such difficulties. It took Jacob 14 years to obtain two 
wives while he was living in Padan Aram. He 
intended to come back to Bethel with much 
possession from God’s blessings, but he decided to 
stay somewhere on the road. Unfortunately, his 

daughter Dinah went out to see the Gentile people 
and got raped. Then Jacob’s twelve sons deceived 
them into becoming circumcised and slayed them all. 
After this incident, Jacob became so fearful that he 
told his household to bury all the foreign gods under 
a tree and to go up to Bethel, where God had met 
him. As a matter of fact, God had already given 
Jacob all kinds of blessings unconditionally. But he 
was very calculating before God and treated Him 
conditionally. In today’s Scripture reading we read 
that after Jacob saw God in his dream, he poured oil 
on that stone on which he had slept on that night and 
made a vow to build a house for God there. He made 
this vow saying, “If God will be with me, and keep 
me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to 
eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back to my 
father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my 
God. And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall 
be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will 
surely give a tenth to You” (Genesis 28:20-22). Since 
Jacob was a mere human, it is understandable that he 
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thought in this way. The only thing that was left in 
his mind was that God had become his God. He was 
a descendant of the forefathers of faith such as Noah, 
Abraham and Isaac. His brother was born from that 
same bloodline, but only Jacob became a child of 
God. In the same way, out of so many people in this 
world, only those who believe in the Word of God 
and have become born again can be acknowledged as 
God’s children. So, God can only become the God of 
those whom He acknowledges, and He blesses them 
only. Jacob had to know that he had been blessed by 
God. And he also had to realize this fact even more 
deeply as he went through his life.  

Just like his father, Jacob also chose only one 
son to bless and he wasn’t the eldest son either. 
Receiving blessings from God is not decided 
according to the birth order. Whether one is the 
eldest or the youngest, only the one who trusts God’s 
Word fully gets the privilege to be blessed. The truly 
blessed people are those who believe that Jesus 
removed all their sins with the water and the Spirit. 

They are the ones who share their blessings with 
others with such faith; and they are the ones who 
preach the way to be blessed to others by faith. 
Therefore, you and I should believe in the fact that 
we have become the children of God and keep 
preaching the way of faith from our belief in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit.  

 
 

Spiritually Jacob Is the Source of Blessing 
 
What we should remember through today’s 

Scripture reading is that God always works with 
those whom He became God to. And God makes 
those people a source of blessing through whom 
other people in the world will be blessed. This is 
correct. You and I who have been blessed by God 
have now become the vessels that deliver blessings to 
all the nations in the world (Matthew 28:19-20). We 
have been entrusted with this Great Commission 
since our sins were all completely remitted away, and 
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we are all blessed by God just as Jacob was. We need 
to have faith in this truth. You are definitely blessed 
in the same way as Jacob was. God talks to us in the 
same way as He did to Jacob. He blesses us in the 
same way. We need faith to believe in this. Are you 
following me?  

As we go through this world, there are times 
when we are fleeing like Jacob, times of trouble and 
times of happiness. No matter what, we should 
always remember that, “I am God’s child. I am God’s 
servant. I have become a vessel of blessings by God.” 
We should also profess to ourselves, “God will bless 
those who bless me, but curse those who curse me. 
No matter where we go, God will lead us to the land 
of Canaan. God is our God, and we are His chosen 
people.” You and I should have such a faith and live 
by such a faith.  

Just as God blessed Jacob and the other 
ancestors of faith, He blesses His people in today’s 
world in the same way. What is important is whether 
or not we have such a faith as the people of God. 

How foolish and pathetic would it be if we lived 
without knowing such blessings that we have already 
received from God? Therefore we should know and 
believe in the fact that God has already blessed us. 
There is a huge difference between enjoying such 
blessings and living a shameful and miserable life. I 
hope all of us who have received the remission of 
sins will live by faith, believing that God is our God. 
I really want you to believe in the fact that the 
almighty God has already blessed you abundantly. 
There are a lot of people who claim to be believers of 
Jesus Christ on this earth, but we who are born again 
through the water and the Spirit, are the most blessed 
people.  

The Bible talks about the Truth of God by 
comparing Jacob and Esau frequently. Esau was a 
strong man and good at hunting and pleasing his 
father by bringing him game for his favorite savory 
food. On the contrary, Jacob was very cunning, 
insufficient and weak. But who received the 
blessings from God in the end? It was this 
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insufficient Jacob. The reason he could be blessed 
was that he listened to his mother’s instructions, 
word for word.  

In the Bible Jacob’s mother Rebecca denotes 
God’s Church. Then whom is Isaac talking about? 
Yes, Isaac represents God. God does not look at our 
abilities or disabilities. God does not look at whether 
or not we have carried out praiseworthy deeds. What 
God looks for in us is whether or not we have the 
same faith as that of our forefathers of faith and 
whether or not we come to Him with such a faith. 
God tells us that He blesses only those who come to 
Him with such a genuine faith. 

Look at those who are blessed by God. How are 
they getting blessed? Those who confirm God’s 
Word through the Church of God and trust in the 
Word just as it is, receive blessings just as Jacob did. 
God is telling us through this written Word in today’s 
Scripture reading. What does He say? When the son 
obeyed everything his mother told him to do, he was 
able to receive all the blessings that his father gave 

him. This means we become blessed through the 
Church of God by believing in the Word of God.  

For this reason the Church of God is a very 
crucial organization on this earth. The Bible 
describes the Church as a mother. The Bible also 
depicts Jesus Christ as the Bridegroom and the 
people who received the remission of sins are 
described as the brides of Jesus Christ. This is 
correct. From a spiritual perspective, Jacob’s mother 
is the Church of God and Jacob’s father represents 
God. Therefore people who believe in the will and 
the Word of God that God bestows through His 
Church receive blessings just like Jacob. That is why 
all people in this world should believe in God’s Word 
that is preached by this Church of God. God’s 
Church delivers God’s Word as it is recorded. In this 
sense, the Church of God is such an important 
organization to every believer. The Church of God is 
the mother of faith. All the people in the world 
become blessed through the Word of Truth preached 
by the Church. Do you believe this? You and I 
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therefore ought to worship and praise God within this 
Church as often as we can. We should keep our 
hearts in the Church, do good deeds in our respective 
mission fields and preach the Word of Truth to 
people as we live out our lives.  

People in the world have chances to receive 
salvation and blessings when you are shedding the 
light of Truth in your current positions. They cannot 
be blessed without you who have been born again 
prior to them. Why is that so? The Lord called Jacob 
and us “the field God has blessed.” According to 
God’s Word, people in the world become blessed 
through us, the field of God’s blessings. Those of us 
who have received the remission of sins by believing 
in the gospel of the water and the Spirit should live 
by faith that we have become God’s own people. Not 
only should we believe that the Lord has become our 
own Lord, but also should we believe that the Lord 
has given us the dew of heaven and the fatness of the 
earth.  

Even if God gave you these blessings, it would 

be of no use if you did not believe just like Jacob did 
at the beginning. You cannot get any benefits out of 
God’s blessings if you have your own fleshly 
thoughts and plans. You need to trust and follow 
even when you do not know how God will bless you. 
God told us that we the righteous should live by faith.  

The Lord became the living God to Jacob. He 
gave Jacob abundant blessings. God became the Lord 
to those who believe in the Word that Jacob told us 
about. This way the Lord became the Lord of the 
living, not the Lord of the dead. This is the reason 
why the Lord said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life.” Since the Lord is the everlasting God, He gives 
salvation to believers and leads them to Heaven but 
throws unbelievers into the unquenchable fire of 
eternal pain. This is right. The Lord is not the Lord of 
the dead but of the living.  

You and I are the Jacobs in a spiritual sense. We 
the spiritual Jacobs should live by faith. Do you 
follow me? Whoever recognizes the children of God 
and listens to their words will receive blessings. On 
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the contrary, whoever opposes the children of God 
will be cursed. There is no exception.  

Do you think the righteous are bluffing for no 
reason? No, they are not. We who are born again 
through the water and the Spirit are noble people. We 
may look plain in some way, but we the born-again 
righteous people are sharing the Word of the Lord 
and all the blessings from God; and we help people 
in need and preach the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit to them. We take full advantage of the 
blessings by trusting in this Word of the Lord.  

I want you to know that you have become 
Jacobs in a spiritual sense. Do you understand me? 
We are spiritual Jacobs! We have already received 
the same blessings that Jacob received. You have 
really received such blessings and so have I. This is 
such an awesome event. I thank God for giving us 
such blessings.  
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God Blessed Those 
Who Are Unlovable 
In a Physical Sense 

 
 

< Genesis 29:31-35 > 
“When the LORD saw that Leah was 

unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel was 
barren. So Leah conceived and bore a son, and 
she called his name Reuben; for she said, ‘The 
LORD has surely looked on my affliction. Now 
therefore, my husband will love me.’ Then she 
conceived again and bore a son, and said, 
‘Because the LORD has heard that I am unloved, 
He has therefore given me this son also.’ And she 
called his name Simeon. She conceived again and 
bore a son, and said, ‘Now this time my husband 
will become attached to me, because I have borne 
him three sons.’ Therefore his name was called Levi. 
And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, 

‘Now I will praise the LORD.’ Therefore she called 
his name Judah. Then she stopped bearing.” 

 
 

Leah Was Unloved 
 
This evening I am going to talk about the life as 

God’s disciple. We just read the Scripture from 
Genesis 29 verses 31 through to 35. Here is what this 
Scripture says: “When the Lord saw that Leah was 
unloved, He opened her womb, but Rachel was 
barren.” God allowed Leah to have four sons by 
Jacob. She named her first son Reuben, the second 
Simeon, the third Levi and the fourth Judah. It is 
written that Leah was recognized and loved by her 
husband after she gave birth to four sons. What does 
this mean? This means when God saw that she was 
not favored, and He opened her womb up so that she 
could be loved by her husband.  

The phrase “she was unloved” means she wasn’t 
lovable. Because she was not attractive, her husband 
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did not love her. On the other hand, how was Jacob’s 
second wife Rachel? She was attractive to Jacob and 
this is why he loved her. As you may know, both 
Leah and Rachel were blood sisters and they both 
were Jacob’s wives. Leah did not have anything 
attractive in a physical sense. But God saw that she 
was not loved and He opened her womb; but He 
made Rachel childless.  

That is right. Rachel was much loved by her 
husband in a physical sense, but Leah wasn’t loved 
by her husband. But God opened Leah’s womb and 
allowed her to have Rueben, Simeon, Levi and 
Judah. Her first son’s name “Rueben” means “behold 
a son” in Hebrew. This name represents how happy 
she was when she gave birth to this son. When she 
gave birth to her second son, she said, “The Lord has 
surely looked on my affliction,” and named this son 
“Simeon” meaning “He has heard”; when she had her 
third son, she said, “Now this time my husband will 
become attached to me, because I have borne him 
three sons” and named this son “Levi,” which means 

“joining”; when she had her fourth son, she praised 
God and named him “Judah” meaning “celebrated or 
praised.” As you have seen here, all of her son’s 
names have special meanings. 

I believe God is teaching us a valuable lesson 
through this story of Leah and Rachel. We learn that 
the more humanly unattractive we are the more 
spiritual blessings God gives us. And the more loving 
and admirable we are to this world, the less spiritual 
blessings we receive from God. This lesson is 
essential in our discipleship when we want to follow 
the Lord. This tells us what we should do to become 
a true disciple and what true discipleship is all about. 
It shows all of these aspects.  

 
 

Whoever Wants to Be a Disciple of Jesus 
Christ Should Give Up Human Attractiveness 

 
In this morning’s service I delivered a sermon 

titled, “We cannot follow God unless we give up our 
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possessions.” Our Lord said, “If you want to follow 
me, you have to leave your old relationships with 
people behind, abandon your possessions and take up 
your own cross and follow Me. Only when you do 
this properly will you be able to follow Me.” What 
does this mean? It means that we should give up our 
human beauty to become the true disciples of Jesus 
Christ. I am not saying that you should destroy 
whatever worthwhile aspects you already have; but 
you should discard the desire to be acknowledged 
and praised by people and place your hope in God 
only. God said that only such people would bear 
many spiritual children. God also said that those who 
seek comforts and rewards and fellowship from Him 
and praise Him become His precious disciples. This 
is one of the main points in today’s Scripture reading.  

Jesus Christ once said, “Woe to you when all 
men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets” (Luke 6:26). We should not have the 
desire to be praised by others. Look at Leah in 
today’s Scripture. The Bible says that God opened 

Leah’s womb when He saw that she wasn’t loved. 
She was an unloved wife. This was because she did 
not have anything attractive or lovable about her. But 
despite this, Leah relied on God in whom her 
husband trusted in and bore her husband many 
children. How about her sister Rachel? She was the 
loved one, but she was unable to have any children.  

 
 

The Unloved Leah Had Many Children 
 
This unlovable Leah gave birth to healthy 

children. The name of her first son, Rueben, means 
“behold, a son.” Pastor Jaedong Park’s mother gave 
birth to 6 daughters before she had him. I was told 
that she cried out, “Look, it is really a boy!” Just like 
Pastor Jaedong Park’s mother exclaimed, “Look, it is 
really my son!” just after she gave birth to him, Leah 
also exclaimed, “Behold, a son!” How happy would 
Jacob have been to have a child, specially a male 
child as his first born?  
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The people of Israel prefer boys to girls. It is 
wrong to elevate a boy’s status over a girl’s status. 
But the reality is that it is like that. Anyway, giving 
birth to his firstborn son in such a cultural setting 
would have made Jacob feel very happy. What does 
this mean? It means that those who give up their 
status of being praised by people and rather place 
their hopes in God can bear many spiritual children 
like Leah. Those people have something to boast 
about before spiritually barren people like Rachel, 
saying, “Look, do you have any children to look 
after?  

What is the most troublesome and challenging 
aspect for us as saints in following His 
righteousness? It is our desire to become favored and 
acknowledged by others. God said we should discard 
such desires. This is right. When we the born-again 
righteous people do not place our hope in God but in 
the world, we will never produce any spiritual 
children. We will not be loved by God either. Those 
who are loved and praised by people do not bear 

spiritual children. There is a saying that goes, 
“Beautiful women are often ill-fated.” In other 
words, “Beauty and luck seldom go hand in hand.” 
Then it becomes a curse to be born with nice looks? 
What I am trying to convey here is that those who do 
not seek to be good-looking and to be acknowledged 
by others but put their hearts before God will bear 
many spiritual children and live a fruitful life as true 
disciples of the Lord.  

Rachel was beautiful and lovable in front of 
people, but did not have any children while Leah 
gave birth to four sons. There can only be one reason 
that can explain Leah’s futility. The Bible says it was 
because she was not a loved wife, that is, she was not 
attractive in a physical sense.  

 
 

Disciples of the Lord Should Not Expect 
Human Love 

 
We have received the remission of sins and 



◄              CONTENTS              ► Free book request www.nlmission.com 

264   God Blessed Those Who Are Unlovable In a Physical Sense 

 

become born again, but what do we still desire in our 
hearts? Don’t we want to have something lovable and 
praiseworthy before others? Most people have 
desires to have such favor in their flesh. We are 
living in a time of individuality and self preservation 
and people are trying all kinds of things to be 
attractive. Even those who have become born again 
by receiving the remission of sins have these inner 
desires to have such favors bestowed upon them. In 
other words, they want to be recognized and loved by 
other people. Today most people have become a 
disciple of celebrities. If celebrities wear some 
fashionable garment, these garments then sell like hot 
cakes; if celebrities wore torn and faded jeans, they 
would also be wearing these jeans to be like them. 
They do so to have favors and to be loved by others.  

Please bear this in mind. If you really want to 
become the disciples of the Lord, you should give up 
seeking after such human excellence. As a matter of 
fact, what do we have to boast about anyway? 
Honestly speaking, there isn’t anything to boast 

about in us at all. However, it is not easy for us to 
admit these facts because we all are insufficient 
beings. Because we do not have anything great to 
brag about, we wish to have some great things in us. 
How much we desire to become beautiful and to be 
loved by others. These inner desires make us wonder 
if we are born with such troublesome genes.  

Is it not the same as what we read in today’s 
Scripture reading? Since Leah did not receive any 
favors from any human perspectives, she could fear 
God and become united with Him instead. Because 
she wasn’t loved by people, she could easily come 
before God and praise Him as a woman of faith, and 
could become a soul loved by God. God verified this 
in His Word. God is now telling us through this 
account what we should do to become the disciples 
of Jesus Christ. Those who are praised and 
acknowledged by others do not receive any love from 
Jesus Christ, but those who do not get praise from 
people but place their hope and expectation before 
God receive favors from Jesus Christ. This is right. If 
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you want to be become the cherished disciples of 
Jesus Christ, then you should discard these inner 
desires to be highly commended by the people in this 
world. Only when we have expectations from the 
Lord and do spiritual work, we can give birth to 
spiritual children. To become the disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we should live a life that God acknowledges. 
You and I should become the people who unite with 
the Lord and love Him. We need to become the 
people of faith who praise God with their whole 
hearts. We should be the people who are rather 
commended and blessed by God and not by people.  

 
 

Jesus Wasn’t in the People’s Favour Either 
 
When we try to become the disciples of Jesus 

Christ, we should give up our own righteousness. 
This is the very first step towards discipleship. Take 
a look at our Lord. When the Lord came to this earth, 
there was no beauty in Him that we should desire 

Him. In the book of Isaiah 53, the appearance of 
Jesus is described as follows: 

“For He shall grow up before Him as a tender 
plant,  

And as a root out of dry ground.  
He has no form or comeliness;  
And when we see Him,  
There is no beauty that we should desire Him” 

(Isaiah 53:2). 
If Jesus had been born with an attractive figure 

that we could admire, he could not have been 
baptized or crucified for us. The probability of a 
rescue team to save Jesus before He was crucified 
would have been high. A huge crowd of people who 
admired Jesus might have strongly opposed the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, saying, “We must not kill 
Him.” But Jesus did not come to this world with an 
attractive appearance. This is why only a few people 
followed Him. He was admired by those few who 
knew Jesus to be the Son of God and the Savior of all 
people, but He was hated and despised by the rest. 
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Jesus was just like that. Therefore, a lot of 
unbelieving people took His execution for granted 
the very moment Jesus was being crucified. The 
Bible also verifies this in Isaiah 53:8, 

“He was taken from prison and from judgment,  
And who will declare His generation?  
For He was cut off from the land of the living;  
For the transgressions of My people He was 

stricken.”  
This is correct. You and I should be devoid of 

what people think as attractive. I don’t mean we 
should get rid of our attractions on purpose, but we 
must follow the Lord and give up anything that we 
can boast about—for example, our own 
righteousness, our own loveliness, and other 
attractions of our own. In other words, things we 
depend on other than God should be removed from 
us. To become the cherished disciples of Jesus 
Christ, we should do this without fail.  

 
 

What Is the Most Challenging Problem  
in Following the Righteousness of the Lord? 

 
We humans have in our inner beings this thing 

called self-righteousness and self-love, and these 
things are the most serious obstacles for us in 
following the Lord. Because people actually do not 
have what is lovable, they then desire to be more 
loved than others. They become content with human 
love, and as a result they cannot then follow the 
Lord. Dear fellow saints, do you love the Lord? Do 
you want to obey the Lord? Even if you say you do, 
there are times you will fail to follow Him. These 
will be the times when you will struggle to obey Him 
or follow the Lord well? And these will be the times 
when you struggle to give up your self-love that is in 
you? Therefore remember, you cannot follow the 
Lord when you are holding onto your favors which 
you are feeling content with.  

If we really want to become his disciples, we 
should know by now that we should be discarding 
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these inner desires until Jesus alone is what is left 
within us. If you know the answer by now, then now 
it is time to put it into practice. So if you want to 
follow the Lord whole-heartedly, give up your 
human attractions. If you have anything else to boast 
about other than the Lord, then you should give that 
up too.  

Let us examine ourselves thoroughly before 
God. Our Lord is God and the Almighty Creator. He 
allowed us to be born into this world and He came to 
this earth to save us from all our sins. Jesus is the 
forever-living God to us, since He was baptized to bear 
the sins of the world, carried all those sins to the Cross, 
died on the Cross, rose again from the dead and now is 
sitting at the right hand of God the Father. This is 
correct. He has indeed saved us from all sins with the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit. This Almighty and 
Great God talks to us today, saying, “You shall have 
no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3).  

Just think about it. In following the 
righteousness of the Lord, we have nothing more 

precious other than His love for us. Isn’t that true? 
When we compare the lovable things of this world 
and the love of the Lord for us, which one is more 
precious? Which love moves our hearts and satisfies 
us? Which one brings us blessings and captures our 
hearts? We need to think about these things. And we 
need to take it into account.  

Because the Lord saved us from sins once and 
for all through the gospel of the water and the blood, 
we were saved completely by believing in this 
gospel. Since we were saved by the righteousness of 
the Lord, it is right to fear the Lord and follow Him 
only. As God’s people who have been born again, we 
fear, love and admire God. We believe that His 
Words are true, and by this pure faith we follow Him, 
praise Him, unite with Him, pray to Him, and thank 
Him by bearing many spiritual children.  

However there is one thing we should 
remember. When we follow the Lord, we should be 
pondering on whether or not the love of salvation is 
precious to us. Dear fellow saints, what should we do 
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to become the real disciples of the Lord? We should 
fear and admire God but we should become nobody 
in front of people’s eyes. People of this world may 
ignore you, saying, “That person seems good from a 
human perspective, but he acts like an alien. He is 
very narrow minded in understanding and accepting 
the things of this world, and he knows only Jesus 
Christ. He is not one of us. His character seems 
normal, but it is hard to figure out why he is acting so 
stupid and irrational. We love him dearly, but he 
doesn’t love us back. He is weird. If he listens and 
assimilates with us, we will appoint him as our 
accountant in our home group. He seems to dislike 
such important positions. He must have something 
wrong with his mind. He might be possessed by the 
devil called Jesus. At the name of Jesus, he goes out 
with his Bible early in the morning and goes to 
church more than ten times a week. He has no 
interest in community-related agendas. He is 
however too good to ignore but we cannot count on 
him anymore. Let’s leave him alone.” As described 

here, we should become someone who is never 
recognized by the people in the world. 

 
 

Those Who Fear God Can Bear Spiritual 
Offspring 

 
Today’s Scripture passage says, since Leah was 

unlovable, she was enabled to have sons thanks to 
God and stand tall before her husband, her people 
and God. Because of this she could lead a proud life. 
And she praised God for the rest of her life. Who 
gave birth to Judah? It was Leah. Judah is the 
founder of the royal tribe of Israel. Through this 
Judah tribe, numerous Israeli kings were born. All 
fourteen kings from King David until the captivity in 
Babylon were born through Judah (Matthew 1:17). 
Even Levi, the ancestor of all priests, was from the 
same line of her blood. This is right. Only through 
those who believe in God’s love and salvation thank 
Him and fear Him, and spiritual children of God 
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come forth from such people. Spiritual children will 
be multiplied 30, 60, 100, 1,000, 10,000 times, and 
even billion times.  

But how about those Christians who are 
acknowledged in this world? No spiritual children 
will be born by them. Do you want to bear spiritual 
children and become the people of faith? Then love 
the Lord. Follow the Lord. Set your heart before God 
and follow Him with conviction. Ponder on where 
you should place your heart and stand on the right 
side. Then you will become the genuine disciples of 
the Lord.  

Take a look at today’s Scripture reading. Leah 
gave birth to four children while Rachel could not 
bear even one. Of course, in the end Rachel also bore 
children but only Leah can be recognized as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Who are we before God? 
Are we not all the brides of Jesus Christ? Jacob had 
two wives, just like Abraham had several wives. And 
they all represent the brides of Jesus Christ.  

If we want to follow the Lord wholeheartedly 

after believing in the gospel of the water and the 
Spirit, we should become a person like Leah. We 
need to love the Lord in action and not just with our 
lips. Even if people in this world do not acknowledge 
us, we should nevertheless set out hearts towards 
God so that we can be the saints who genuinely 
follow Him, appreciate Him, adore Him and fear 
Him for the salvation given by Jesus Christ with our 
whole hearts. This is how we can bear much spiritual 
fruits in the presence of God. He who really fears 
God knowing that he lacks personal attractions can 
become a precious disciple who builds the Kingdom 
of God. Therefore to follow the Lord we should first 
discard our inner self-righteousness or anything 
lovable before people. We must do this. You may 
think that it is better and wiser for you to have such 
lovable things before people after you received the 
remission of sins. But this is not what God told us. 
When we look at the true disciples of the Lord, they 
gave up everything they used to have and followed 
the Lord.  
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Dear fellow saints, please think deeply about 
yourselves. You used to have things to brag about, 
but what happened to you when you gave them up 
after receiving the remission of sins? Did you not 
come to love the Lord more and follow Him more 
earnestly? I bet you all experienced this. Don’t you 
love the Lord more than you used to? If you have 
more love for the Lord than the first time you were 
saved, it means you have given up a lot of your 
lovable things so far. 

However, if you still can’t follow the Lord or 
love Him whole-heartedly properly, then what does 
this mean? If you still have such crippled faith, it 
shows you that you are still holding onto the things 
that are attractive to people. Please keep this in mind. 
If you are not loved by the Lord; if you are not able 
to bear spiritual children; or if you are not loved by 
your spiritual husband, it then becomes clear that you 
are still hanging onto these human favors.  

 
 

God Likes These Spiritual People 
 
It does not matter if we lack any personal 

attractions or any special abilities. We are good as 
long as our hearts are set towards God and we rejoice 
and take pride in Him. Those who give glory and 
praise back to the Lord in God’s love; those who 
pray for every problem and receive answers from 
Him; those who cannot live without the Lord God; 
and those who feel content in God’s world and enjoy 
everything He allows—such saints are the real 
followers of Jesus Christ.  

People who do not follow Jesus can live well 
without Him. They take good care of their fame, 
possessions, abilities, and anything else to boast 
about. But what happens to them in the end? They 
may be acknowledged by the people of this world, 
but they will never be acknowledged by God. For 
this reason you and I should give up our personal 
attractions, and persevere in following the Lord by 
faith that believes in God’s Word and His love in His 
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world and by trusting and fearing Jesus Christ. We 
should seek the Lord in such a way. Then we can all 
prosper. This is the endless love of our Lord.  

As a matter of fact, the salvation of our Lord is 
so very precious and great. The Lord has saved you 
and me from all our sins. He came to this world, was 
baptized, died on the Cross, rose again from the dead 
and adopted us as His children. Thanks to what He 
has done, we can now become the precious brides of 
Jesus Christ, even if we do not have anything to boast 
about from a worldly point of view. The disciples of 
the Lord are those who follow Him with such faith. 
Do you understand me?  

Following the Lord blindly will never make you 
His disciples. The first thing we should do to become 
His disciples is to give up what is lovable in the eyes 
of people of this world. Then we should seek the 
Lord. This is the only way we can be cherished by 
our true husband Jesus Christ. But how are we 
following the Lord? Are we not following Him 
blindly in some way? People who believe that 

sincerity moves heaven are trying to follow the Lord 
by putting forward their own personal attractions. 
How would our Lord react to such people? The Lord 
would run away from them, saying, “Stay away from 
Me! Don’t follow Me anymore!” Then they might 
say, “Why do You hate me when I follow You with 
my whole heart? Do You show favoritism? Loving 
some people and hating others without any reason is 
favoritism.” If they judge the Lord by showing their 
tempers, Jesus might say, “Why are you mad at Me 
when you have so many things you would be loved 
for?” In fact these kinds of people who have many 
attractions do not follow the Lord. The love for the 
Lord becomes a distant memory when we are loved 
by people of this world.  

 
 

“If Anyone Loves the World, the Love of the 
Father Is Not in Him” 

 
Dear fellow saints, look around this world. How 
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is it going? Are these famous pastors and preachers 
not being acknowledged and praised by people of 
this world? But how do they respond? Do they really 
do God’s righteous work? No, they don’t and they 
can’t. Do they bear spiritual fruits of salvation that 
Jesus Christ gave to us? No, they don’t. Here is the 
reason why they cannot bear spiritual fruit: It is 
because they think they are better than others in the 
flesh. They appear before the public with a fancy 
self-introduction calling themselves, “Dr. or Rev. so 
and so.” Worldly believers only look at their showy 
careers and do not care if their sermons are based on 
the biblical truth or not. They would not care if that 
pastor said Isaac’s wife is Leah. They would not 
mind if that pastor told them that Jesus took away 
only original sins but not the entire sins of the world. 
They would not care if that pastor told them that 
Jesus did not take all our sins away when He was 
baptized. The titles they have, such as Doctor of 
Philosophy or Doctor of Theology, enabling them to 
get people’s unwavering trust. Even in this crazy 

situation some millionaire Christians even ask one of 
these pastors secretly to tutor their children privately. 
This is crazy. It is really laughable to see how they 
praise their pastors, saying, “Pastor, you are the 
best.” Such pastors end up being hirelings. Their 
congregation is so eager to feed them well so they 
become greedy eaters instead. That is why I call them 
gluttons.  

But what do you think can these pastors teach 
their followers who are so fascinated by them? These 
pastors are unable to tell them what to do or how to 
give up their self-righteousness and pride and to 
follow the Lord. They cannot tell people that the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus 
accomplished by coming to this earth, being 
baptized, dying on the Cross, and rising again from 
the dead to save us once and for all is the only true 
gospel God gave us. They think anybody can be 
saved as long as they just believe blindly in Jesus as 
their Savior. They would not take any risk to lose any 
points from their congregation by saying such things. 
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People are good at taking care of their own 
popularity. They become like the celebrities who try 
hard to enhance their attractions taking good care in 
what clothes to wear and what type of make up to put 
on wondering how they would look on the screen. 
And all these worldly pastors are trying to do this 
very same thing. 

 
 

Fill Your Hearts with God’s Favors 
 
Dear fellow saints, we are all the brides of Jesus 

Christ. Reflecting on today’s message, you should 
know by now that seeking favors from people is not a 
good thing. This is right. As brides of Jesus Christ, 
you and I should not try to win over people’s favors. 
Does this mean that we should now remove all our 
attractions? No, it doesn’t. When you fill your vessel 
with the love of Jesus Christ, salvation and spiritual 
things, your whole being will become a cherished thing. 
It may seem easy to do this, but in reality it is very hard. 

But it is worth doing it. You and I can do it. 
We tend to think that we can’t live without our 

own attractions, but we can surely live without them. 
People invest in themselves believing that they can’t 
live without their own favors, but listen to the 
testimonies of the faithful followers of Christ. They 
all said these things when they did not have anything 
of their own, they could eat better, live better and live 
a happier life and they followed the Lord more 
vigorously. Isn’t this true?  

On the contrary, how are those who are attached 
to their own attractions? They are very weary in 
taking care of themselves. The more they have, the 
more endeavors and expenses are required to manage 
these possessions. What you thought was yours does 
not become yours. Think about this. All you do with 
your possessions is to manage it until you pass away, 
but you cannot take anything with you. Dear fellow 
saints, am I saying this out of ignorance? No, I am 
not. Things of this world seem good to have, but they 
are all temporary. This is why the Apostle Paul said, 
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“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out” (1 Timothy 6:7). 

We Christians live better without our 
possessions, for then we can rely only on the Lord. In 
the end we are so joyous that we sing praises and 
take pride in the fact that God has listened to our 
praises. Brothers and sisters, do you want to become 
the true disciples of God and bear many spiritual 
children? To become the disciples of Jesus, you 
should become Leah-like and not Rachel-like. In 
other words, you should have nothing to boast of but 
depend solely on God.  

The Apostle James said, “Let the lowly brother 
glory in his exaltation, but the rich in his humiliation, 
because as a flower of the field he will pass away” 
(James 1:9-10). Are there any of you feeling 
disappointed because you don’t have much to take 
pride in? I hope nobody among you feels this way. 
Dear fellow saints, having nothing to boast about in 
front of people is the source of spiritual strength that 
enables us to live by faith before the presence of 

God. If you don’t have anything to boast about, then 
you should feel grateful. You should rather be 
thankful for your shortcomings. Look at Zacchaeus 
who was saved by the Lord. Do you think Zacchaeus 
would be loved by women today? No, he wouldn’t. 
Women can stand ugly men but not short men, isn’t 
this true? Zacchaeus was so short that he had to 
climb up a sycamore tree to see Jesus. Even though 
Zacchaeus wasn’t admired by people, he was much 
loved by God.  

Dear fellow believers do not worry about your 
disabilities. In Christ your disabilities can be changed 
into something you can be proud of. This is truly 
gratifying. Since there is nothing in you anything the 
people of this world would want to cherish, they 
would not bother you, which is also gratifying. 
Imagine the people of this world loving us so much 
and we are stalked all the time? How hard would it 
be to get rid of them? 
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He Who Loves the Lord God Is the Most 
Beautiful Person 

 
Dear fellow Believers, give thanks to God. If 

you have something to boast about, feel ashamed of 
it instead. In reality people think that they should 
have something prideful to be recognized by others. 
People think they should have superior abilities or 
attractions to be loved by others. But who is a really 
wise woman? She is someone who is loved by her 
husband and fears and follows God. Such a person is 
always lovable and is truly beautiful. The same thing 
is true to men. A really beautiful man also fears, 
loves and follows God. He is a truly lovely man.  

Therefore, we should not be so concerned with 
our physical attractions or appearances. We should 
show our true self before God. We should come to 
God just as we are. Only then will we be able to not 
rely on our own abilities anymore, and then can we 
rely only on the Lord God.  

By the way, those who received the remission of 

sins are not ordinary. Although they don’t have 
anything to admire at first glance, they seem to have 
something special when we talk with them a little 
more. The reason that the born-again are still 
attractive is that the Lord is in their hearts. Whenever 
we talk with those who love and fear God, we feel 
comfortable and gain something. No matter how they 
look physically, they are attractive. People who 
cannot evaluate people well look only at the outside 
appearances and make big mistakes. Those who seek 
to marry nice-looking people just in appearances 
usually have bad marriage. When they have regrets 
saying, “How could I love such a person?” it is 
already too late.  

Dear fellow saints, those who fear God are the 
most lovable people. You should seek a spouse who 
is loved by God even though he or she is not loved 
by people. If you are already married, you should try 
to become a person who is attractive before God and 
not before people. We should all become such 
people. Then we can become truly loveable people. 
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Let us become the people who God cherishes. Bear 
this in mind: We will be loved by the Lord as His 
disciples when we give up our human attractions as 
we try to live a life as the disciples of the Lord. True 
discipleship requires absolute commitment to the 
Lord. The motto of our Church is “A hundred percent 
commitment to the Lord.” This is right. We all are 
the committed disciples. No one in this Church is a 
bystander.  

 
 

We Are the Disciples of the Lord 
 
Through today’s Scripture reading, we should 

understand what true discipleship of the Lord is like. 
Out of the wives of Jacob’s, Rachel was not the 
beautiful one, but Leah was. From a worldly point of 
view, Rachel was attractive while Leah was not; but 
in a Biblical perspective it is just the opposite. Leah 
was good but Rachel was not in God’s eyes. This is 
what the Bible says.  

How would you set your value-system and 
follow the Lord? Would you trust and follow what is 
written in the Bible? Or would you follow your 
human set of standards and worldly value-system 
instead? I want you to discard these desires which 
want to be acknowledged by people. Then you must 
become the true disciples of the Lord.  

Brothers and sisters, we are all royal priesthood. 
As royal priests we should learn the royal ways of 
life. Those who are born again by believing in the 
gospel of the water and the Spirit should give up 
worldly values and become the cherished disciples of 
the Lord, who follow Him only by faith. After 
becoming His saints, we should become His 
disciples. This is what the Lord asked us to do. He 
said, “Receive the remission of sins that I gave to 
you, and then become My disciples.” You and I 
should all trust in the Lord, follow Him and become 
His obedient disciples.  

Today we talked about what it is like to become 
the true disciples of the Lord. Dear fellow saints, let’s 
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become the precious disciples of the Lord. Do you 
follow me? We should all become the disciples of the 
Lord. Do not feel content with being a saint. Once 
you receive the remission of sins, you become a 
saint. If you want to become the staff of a saint, then 
you must become a true disciple. Those who are not 
yet disciples are all rookies. Brothers and sisters 
make haste and become disciples and lead those who 
are not yet disciples. There is a clear difference 
between true disciples and lay believers.  

Let’s become the disciples of the Lord. The 
Lord wants us to become His disciples. He wants us 
to lead a life of true discipleship. Do you understand 
me? Let’s put on the love of the Lord. I hope you will 
all become the people who put on the love of the 
Lord by discarding the love of this world.  
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